




CONTENTS 

1—7 May, 1991 Volume 12 Issue 24 
An Ananda B^ar Publication Rs. 7 00 


Fitness 

Sportsworld Round Table Quiz 
Private Eye 
: Freewheeling 


Cover photograph by Momudeen 
Hameed 

PosterPhotograph by Utpal Sorkar 
All illustrations by Debasnish Deb 


GOTCHA! Oiir Candid 
^TCamera catches international 
sportspersons off guard 

h f I AMBITIONS VS 
LIMITATIONS. Gary 
Lineker talks of his dreams and 
the limitations of fulfilling 
them 

71 EUROPE’S CONQUEST. 

I I Golfer Ian Woosnam 
finally wins his first major 
championship 


Editor Mansur Ah Khan Pataudi 
Asstatsnt Editor Andy O Brten 
Chief Sub>Edltor Pradeep Paul 

Editorial Staff: Subhash Sarcar, Suprakash 
Ghoshal, Rohit David Bri|natti, Avik Lee, 
Shevlin Sebastian, Robin Chatterjee 
Madras Corratpondant: Partab Ramchand 
Sanlor Photographar: Nikhll Bhatlacharya 
Art DIractor: Amiya Bhattacharya 
Staff OaalBnara: Samir Biswas Ali Akbar 
Mtrza and Bhaskar Das 
Editorial Aaalstanta: Prank Gomes. Su|it 
Ghosh 

PuDi'Sht’d flnd D'l'i'tirt fo' Aninda B.t.’ri'’ F.i’hh.i i l''>:i F ,S 
'1 F'.-it'jilj ’(KiO"' 

t>v B'c* Hhsl,- 









’f 



^ OUR CANDID CAMERA 
: . CATCHES SPORTING 
^ STARS OFF-GUARD 


: 0 )- 

On court he plays like a relic. On screen he acts 


like one. in Perrier's new television commercial 
32*year>oid John McEnroe allows the make-up 
men to transform him into a 55-year-oid John 
McEnroe. But where's the scowl? 













(L^) 

The swing isn't so 
smooth anymore. The 
chip not so crisp. €ven 
the putt isn't as 
confident as it used to 
be. Age appears to have 
caught up with the great 
Seve Ballesteros. But 
when the odd bng putt 
does ^t sunk, it's 
lambada time! 


(Right) 

Wazza mazza, Gazza? A 
hernia operation. The 
tag of the hottest 
property on the soccer 
fi^r survived them 
all and taken his team 
Tottenham Hotspur^ 
the final of the FA Cup. 
Is this man «>ccer's new 
messiah? Or is he just 
the product of excessive 
Briti!^hype! 









A flower for Samantha. 
To see Ivan Lendl like 
you have never have 
More, in his kitchen 
he's not a tennis player, 
lust a romantic, crazy 
about his wife 
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(Above) 

Every attempt to trip up the steamrolling West 
German soccer machine at Italia 90 saw the 
guardians of the game providing protection. So 
much so that skipper Lothar Matthaeus took time 
off from his superb game-making to emphasise 
the point. Or was he simply telling everyone 
where his team was going the finish? 


The safest pair of hands at Italia 90. But they 
weren't enough to give Italy the WorldCup. 
Walter Zenga might have been as solid as a rock 
under the bar but even the toughest of them need 
a helping hand every now and then 








(Left) 

The back is gone. The future is bleak. The 
magic drying up. Unemotional Milosiav 
Mecir sits in a laundromat aiHi wonders. 

Perluqis finally the time has come to 
exchange the tennis racket for the fishing 
rod 


(Below) 

Pain! In the 300 kmph world of Formula 
One racing, even the minutest of 
misjudgements can result in disaster. Like 
Mansell and his Williams Honda. The 
man writhing in pain while the machine 
lies crumpled. But then, if you step into 
the fast lane, you've got to be prepared to 
pay the price 













T IIL fourth Tpst 
between Austidlw 
cind the West 
Indies dt 

Bridgetown saw the 
hosts take tlioii sf cond 
Test victoiy ol the sei if s 
and seal their plate as 
the leading fill keting 
nation of < he wni Id It 
was the classic stor y of a 
hatting side that let 
down its bow leis 
Considei this see nano 
the West Indiesbiftfd 
first and wtrt dismisst>d 
foi 119 w ith soirif of the 
leidiiig hatsine n going 
fni shots that ntvei 
rinllyiim iff Then 
Austialia hump done 
thf hiiriwoik 
sun umbf d ip mist tie 
West indies fast bowk is 
^11 jti illX hi wIt d out 
foi < nlf 1 11 loiiff df d a 
f mt inn i p ■. k f 1 when 
till \ lo it td f X|J iblf of 
extf 11 Ilia rill honif 
le ini kilt lit III ist Ont 
111)01 uiiiiiigs ta^ aJI It 
iKtik 1 ojif niintoplay 
his>-lii)ts iiicl in ithi 1 t( 
si u thf If with hi n 
wink thf 1 mis win 
iddt-o 1 tiiidclk 
Of k I oil ipse was wh it 
linislufl \u''tiahd 
But thf 11 wtif still 
hofxsthat soint how 


the West Indies batsmen 
would be dismissed 
cheaply once again Not 
so The Austialians 
bowled nobly Mark 
WaugJi taking four foi 
90 but the home team 
led b\ Gordon 
Greenidgf bolted the 
stable door incasf 
Austi aha hai hour ed any 


significant hopes of 
squaring the sei les 
Greemdge less than a 
week flora his 40th 
birthday scored 226 in a 
10 hour 17 minute stay 


Mark Taylor fought back 
but didn’t get enough 
support from his 
teammates 


at the c 1 easf It was not 
just the manner in 
which he made his r uns 
but thf assuiancc with 
which he. plundered the 
bowling that stampf'd 
this innings as a classic 
Moi e to the point 
Gieemdge was the man 
who showed 
conclusively tha* there 



Allan Border’s team Is 
about to lose a aeriea that it 
could so easily have won. 
Australia’s thinking, which 
was so positive against 
England, has changed into 
reverse gear after being 
confronted by the powerful 
West Induin batting. 
Uncertainty has replaced 
supreme confidence”...Ian 
Chappell 













were no hidden devils in 
this pitch. Those who 
had perished earlier (all 
20 wickets) were, by 
inference after 
Greenidge showed the 
way. an aberration. The 
bespectacled West 
Indian opener batted 
more than two and a half 
times longer than the 
entire Australian team 
in the first innings. 

Only two batsmen 
were older than 
Greenidge when they 
scored Test double 
hundreds; Patsy 
Hendren and Sir Jack 
Hobbs were both 41 
years old when they 
wrote their names into 
the record books. But 
Greenidge’s double 
hundred, which took the 
West Indies to 536 for 
nine declared, could not 
have come at a more 
dramatic moment in his 
career He had been in 
indifferent form with 
the bat throughout this 
series and there had 
been speculation that he 
could perhaps be 
omitted from the squad 
to tour England later 
this year. Yet. on the eve 
of the announcement of 
the team to tour 
England. Greenidge put 
the runs on the board: 
all 226 of them 

Australia then 
struggled to 3 for 122 at 
stumps on the fourth 
day. vice captain Geoff 
Marsh and captain Allan 
Border both dismissed 
for a duck. Marsh, who 
fell to the first ball of the 
innings, was adjudged 
Ibw to Curtly Ambrose, 
but it was a decision that 
stunned not only Marsh 
but all those who saw 
the dismissal live and 
later on television 



The Ambrose-Marshall 
combination (left and 
middle) has finally come 
good, much to Richards’ 
relief 


replays. 

Mark Taylor and 
David Boon then added 
111 for the second 
wicket before Boon, on 


67. edged one from 
Ambrose onto his 
stumps. Border then 
opted to send himself in 
rather than use a 



An ecstatic West Indian 
team grabs stumps for 
souvenirs and heads for 
the pavilion 

- 



Greenidge 
was the man 
who showed 
conclusively 
that there 
were no 
hidden devils 
in this 
pitch...the 
bespectacled 
West Indian 
opener 
batted more 
than two and 
a half times 
longer than 
the entire 
Australian 
team in the 
first innings 
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nightwatchman. but 
Ambrose struck once 
moix' having the 
Australian captain 
caught by Jeff Dujon for 
only his fifth duck in 
206 Test innings. 

In Border’s defence it 
must be pointed out that 
he was batting with a 
broken thumb sustained 
while batting in the first 
innings, but the 
dismissal could not have 
come at a worse time. 
Since the third Test at 
Trinidad, Border has 
maintained the 
defensive policy of 
batting down to seven at 
the expense of an extra 
bowler. His theory is 
that three full-time and 
three part-time bowlers 
were sufficient to bowl 
the West Indi«3s out twice 


Walsh chipped In with a 
deadly spell to mop up 
the Australian tall 

in a Test. Yet. very often, 
the attack has looked 
one man short. 

It was a point that was 
not lost on former 
captain Ian Chappell. 
Said Chappell, nevei' one 
to mince his words. 

‘ Allan Border’s team is 
about to lose a series it 
couin so easily have 
won. Australia’s 
thinking, which was so 
positive against 
England, has changed 
into reverse gear after 
being confronted by the 
powerful West Indian 
batting. Uncertainty has 
replaced supreme 
confidence.” 

He went on to add, 

“The Australian 
batsmen have been 




tentative in these Tests. 
They seem to have 
forgotten that when 
they attacked these 
same West. Indian 
bowlers in the one-day 
series, the home team 
fell apart at the seams 
and conceded runs 
easily. It has also meant 
that Viv Richards’ shaky 
captaincy has not been 
put under any pressure. 

While Chappell and 
his fans might feel that 
Border is the man 
responsible for this 
turnabout, there's no 
denying the 
contribution of a 
wizened old man by the 
name of Gordon 
Greenidge. 

David McMahon, 
Melboijme with Wiliiam 
Rhodes in Bridgetown 






BEGONE,! 


“West Indies all out for 
149. Australia bowled 
out for 134” is the sort of 
headline that makes me 
Hip past the 

If stoc^kmarket page of the 

VIBi1fw“wlWI I newspaper without even 

a glance and wish that I 
was an itinerant cricket 
writer all over again. It’s 
a thrill to encounter the re-incarnation of Test 
cricket as we occasionally knew it; the time when we 
could bowl West Indies out for 233, muster 250 and 
brag to all tuning in to Vividh Bharati that we had 
seized the psychological advantage by taking the 
lead! These days every club cricketer-turned-Test 
star scores 250. 

Let’s face it, there is no interest left in Test 
matches any more. I’ll go one step further; they are 
an international fraud, doling out less in value than 
what they have been paid; are making suckers of a 
nationwide television audience; are duping 
advertisers and generally bringing the game into 
disrepute Always wondered why organisers of 
hopelessly drawn Test matches were never sued for 
staging sub-standard entertainment material; why 
tickets have never carried the statutory warning of 
‘result variable Enter at own risk.’; or why 
promoters of matches have never ventured to offer a 
25% refund on matches that end in a draw 

Test cricket, as it has been played over the last 100 
years, is an out-dated commodity. Times have 
changed, economies have changed, attitudes have 
changed. And here we are. trying to peddle a staid 
lOO-year-old concept to janata that drinks Pepsi, 
buys Titan, and saves with ATM. Our old fogies are 
selling a grandfather's clock to a crowd 
programming their daily calendar to the 
millisecond ou a computer. 

The pmblem i.s that we have never visualised 
cricket as a packaged service’ for an end user We 
have never consciously-or unconsciously-marketed. 

We liave always believed that the faithfuls would 
come irrespective of the quality that was offered in 
return But it is not happening anymore. The 
consumer has smartened He is not turning up to 
watch. In a majority of cases, he is not even 
switching Ills TV on He has transitted to the late 
night phenomenon called ’highliglits'. 

So how do we adapt our product to the tastes of the 
21st century? There are two ways to go about it. 

One, issue strict guidelines to groundsmen to 
prepare pitc'hes that would give the bowlers a fair 
chance of getting the opposition out twice in a game. 
Pitfall’ the advertiser and commercial vendors 
would baulk at the prospect of a Test ending before 
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^ven in«) jntMMMing nirife tHn fh 0 pres«nt 
Windiea-Aastralia n Is not tlie erfdiet thtt 
nukes the nows IM otthsr ttiirMS. Uko, loir 
(nstanoe, this novel nwthod of ui^ s hemo^ to 
< tlry ths^nHmd during the Test stKInjguttH). >' 


lunch on the fifth day, so that the groundsman 
would have to ‘nrogramme' a wicket to yield a result 
between lunch and the 20th mandatory over. If 
there was such a curator alive during my career as a 
professional cricket writer, I didjiot meet him. 

Solution Two. Restructure the Test match on the 
format of a limited-overs match. Allow each side 100 
overs to bat, ensuing that no match would be left 
incomplete beyond the fifth day. 

Oh, 1 can hear cries of ‘Heresy’ and ‘Burn the 
blighter at stake!* My crime, M'lord? ‘That you 
ungrateful cricket writer have rebelled against the 







ST CRICKET? 


the googly was denounced when it wtis fir st used 
m England, hall sleeved shirts were fo -bidden until 
ten years ago Packer was supposedly the most 
dreadful thing to have happened to oiicket until he 
wound up his tamasha helmets werr what Jackie 
Stewart and coalminers wore until 1977 mini pads 
were what no wicketkeeper dared wear l ntil the 
imd Eighties Jim Laker lost his MCC membership 
after writing an explosive book in 1959 
And what has happened down the yeai s’ 







spirit of the game 

Spirit ha' it s amusing to test out the numbi-r of 
things that were consideied against fhis spirit when 
they first happened—W G Gi a< e switf lied his 
county foi financial and administiative reasons ii' 
1898 Sydney Barnes refused to play foi England 
because they wouldnt pay him his pi ICC J B Hobbs 
was never made captain of England bet ausc he 
lowered himself to accept a i emuneratior loi 
turmng out for the country Don Bi admari almost 
never played in the Body line senes bee ause he had a 
reportmg contract with an Australian newspaper 


Believe it or not, this is a crowd for a Test match 
The Bicentenary Test at Sydney in 1968 

Willy nilly each bastion has fallen Ifcnekcthas 
changed over the yeai s it is not because ol these 
changes that it has absoibed but bei ause societies 
and attitudes have changed And if ti adiTicaial 
cricket is struggling to sui vive it is bet ause the 
fldmniistiators have not recognised this 
Would millions tune m to Wimbledon s livt 
telec ast f thei wa® the possibilitv ol f dtx-i g an ' 
Betr' -1 walkingotf at 2 and the luatcti being 
viitfenolf as idiav’Would the so(( Aotidl iiji 
haveanv lollowirg it one v< »i ih cti li a i. No 
wmnei Ihis^c n 

Oneof themosticvcaling anecdotesabcn t liow 
gioundsmen can reduce a Test natch to i joKt not 
ha ha) is ti aced to The Oval Test of 19 
England wf leat 700 foi som» thing and enioutt 
to 903 for bduclaied the highest scoic in lest 
cricket The groundsmen Bossci Martin sniii ked 
Someone asked why This is the highest sc oi t made 
in an Ashes Test on this gi ound he said I ve set a 
new record 

On such pcrversi' streaks of men does rest tlie 
future of this game • 
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A MIDSUMMER'S 

DREAM 


I have been on many tours with the Indian 
team but the trip to the West Indies in 1971 
was one of the happiest ever. There existed a 
perfect camaraderie even between the 
youngest and oldest members, and I. 
particularly remember the very gcxid 
relationship between senior Jaisimha and junior 
Gavaskar This was perhaps symbolic of the 
camaraderie that prevailed among the team 
members 

It is always easier to enjoy a trip better if you are 
doing well and that is one more reason why the trip 
turned out to be memorable. History will record that 
this was the most successful Indian team till that 
time and certainly much of the ci'edit should go to 
captain Ajit Wadekar. If at all his poor form in the 
series troubled him, he never showed it. He 
remained cool and really did a commendable job 
It must be mentioned that another reason why the 
team did well was that having a new captain and 
vice-captain helped matters and there was no 
communication gap between players. The West 
Indies is a lovely place to visit and 1 particularly 
remember the good natured banter of the crowds. 
They wanted to see gfxxi cricket, no matter which 
side was winning. The West Indians really enjoy 
their cricket and they also have a good memory. 

They frequently brought up the subject of how the 
Indian side of 1953 had fared, how Gupte and 
Mankad Ixiwled to Worrell, Weekes and Walcott, and 
how that side was one of the finest fielding sides 
they had ever seen They recalled the efforts of 
Gaekwad, Gadkan and Ghorpade and asked what 
these stalwarts were doing now. 

When we landed in the Caribbean islands. 1 


BYS.VENKATRA6HAVAN 


remember that the local sports scribes and 
commentators had written us off as ‘not more than a 
club side'. That made us all the more determined and 
here I must p)art,icularly mention the role played by 
DiUp Sardesai. At the start of the tour, he was 
uncertain of his pliwic* in the side. But with Gavaskar 
and Vishwanath injured, he forced his way into the 
side and the rest as they say is history. He 
established himself at number four and with Eknath 
Solkar played a leading role in our recovery in the 
first Test at Kingston. 

I will remember that Test too, for the 
flabbergasted expression on Gary Sobers’ face, when 
Wadekar asked the West Indies to follow on. Gary 
had apparently forgetlen that it was a four-day 
match as rain had washed out a day’s play. With 
India leading by 170 runs on the first innings he 
reckoned that his side was safe from the follow-on 
and was dumbfounded when told that the rules had 
to be altered 
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Following a tremendous reception at Trinidad, 
thanks to the large Indian population there, we were 
off to an excellent start with Abid Ali bowling 
Fredericks off the first ball of the match. Having got 
the West indies out for 214 we knew we had a good 
chance of winning So high was the team spirit, that 
in the second innings even without Prasanna. who 
was injured, we still bowled out the opposition for 
261 and then cruised to victory by seven wnckets. 

When we moved on to Guyana for the third I’eat 
w'e knew that l lie wicket was a good ba tting track 
and we could lioJcl our own That was precisely what 
happened Sinc'c t he final Test was again at 
Port-Of-Spain and we were confident of doing well 
there, we knew that w'e had to hold out foi’ a draw in 
the fourth Test at Bridgetown m order to make 
matters sale for us 

Our main spin attack was by this time i-edueed to 
two bowlers. Bedi and myself Sli! 11 thought we 
did pretty well by rest victing the West Indies to a 
rate of roughly 2,5 runs an over The vital stage of 
the match came during our innings. We recovered 
from 70 for six thanks t,o the gallant century stand 
between Sardesai and Solkar But it took another 
gallant last wicket stand between Sardesai and Bedi 
for us to avoid the follow on. Once wo avoided the 
follow on we knew we were safe This gave us added 
confidence for the final Test and even though the 
West Indies, by now desperate, tried to have the 
track changed in a more bouncier one, the pitch for 
the match remained a flat one, gcxid for batting. 

I must concede that the pitches we encountered 
were slow and helped the batsmen. West Indies 
cricket was going through a transitional period 
From the side that last played India in 1966-67 Hall, 
Griffith, Hunt, Butcher and Nurse were missing. 
Their attack was weak, and restricted to [Sobers, 
Shillingford. Noreiga and Holder. Dowe waslheir 
quickest bowler but he lacked direction. Our attack 
^80 had its limitations but we had decided on a 
simple strategy that worked very well. We decided 
to attack from one end and contain at the other. The 
West Indians, attacking batsmen by nature. 


sometimes got out to desperate shots as a result of 
these confusing tactics. 

Another factor that was responsible for our 
triumph was ourfielding. The ground fielding was 
sensational but it was the close-in catching that 
made all the difference. Wadekar, Solkar, Abid Ali 
and myself stood in a tight arc around the bat from 
slip to forward short-leg and we did not even Jet go 
of half chances. This in turn gave our bowlers added 
confidence. 

Before I end. I must pay tribute to Gavaskar, the 
genius in the making as he was then. His was a 
truly amazing and incredible performance. While 
flying out, Gavaskar came to know that I was good 
at reading palms and so he came to me and asked me 
to read his. He was anxious to know how he would 
fare on the tour. I told him that not only would he 
have a successful tour but he would also have a 
successful career. After the tour he came to me and 
thanked me for having given him confidence. Even 



at that time, I knew he would stay the course. His 
application to his task, his utter concentration and 
his total dedication to the game marked him out as a 
long term prospect. He had an insatiable appetite for 
runs and possessed an ideal temperament. 

Finally, 1 must say that the tour was a happy one. 
thanks to the management. Xeki Tarapore was an 
ideaJ manager. I enjoyed a perfect rapport with 
Wadekar. and every member of the team played his 
part. The tour also marked a watershed in Indian 
cricket for it showed that Indian cricketers could 
win abroad too. instead of only doing well at home. • 
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RANJI TROPHY QUARTERS 


OST 


A MATCH 





AN EXCUSE 


There is a theory that Delhi didn’t 
try very hard to win their Ranji 
quarterfinal match against 
Bombay. Or is it merely an excuse 
for losing? 


D KI.HI s Kanjj jinx continues. In 1090. 

tliey lost in the Charminar Challenfifc 
Ranji finals to Bengal on run quotient 
Now 111 1091 they lost, in the quarters to 
Bombay by the ultimate narrow 
margin, a one run first innings lead 
Truly a ease of so near and yet so far 
When Delhi were 389 for 9. chasing Bombay’s 1 st 
iniiing.s total of 390. DDCA officials discussed 
Indian Airlines (lAi flights to Hyderabad, venue for 
the semis But then the well settled Wasson missed a 
flighted delivery from maii-of-the-match. 
21 -year-old-k'ft arm spinner Sanjay Patil and was 
bowled The Delhi supporters now contemplated the 
validity of the maxim, “of all sad words of tongue or 
pen. the saddc.sl are those it might have been.” 

But can Del Ill's defeat lie attributed merely to 
misfort uiie or t.he glorious uiicortainties of cricket? 
Not quite, feel some, because dissensions and 
rumbl:nga w it hin the .scpiad. also led to the debacle. 
Numerous fascinating theories wei'e put forth 
explaining DelhTs defeat 
The imtia I crises was the fit ness of Manoj 
Prabhakar and Ajay .Sliarma Prior to the match, 
Manoj had a leg injury and Ajay a damaged 
shoulder. It is now' said, both were unfit and should 
not have played Prabhakar broke down with a 
swollen knee alter his first stmt of seven overs and 
did not Ixiwl for the rest of the niatcli. He hobbled to 
bat with a runner and did not last long Ajay 
Sharma aggravated his shoulder injury and barely 
bowled. He batted well, but wineed when going for 
the big shots 

Skipper K P Bhaskar-'s detractors claim that he 
should have in.sisted that both Prabhakai' and Ajay 
Sharma prove their fit ness before the match. 
However, as Btnaskar is temperamentally not 
overbearing and as he crisply said. “Manoj and Ajay 
are seasoned players and if they felt they' were fit 
there was no need to doubt thorn." The question that 
arises is, why did they both agree to play, if they 


IWJESHKUMAh 


Is there any 
difference in these 
two pictures in the 
manner in which 
Delhi celebrate 
the fall of a Bombay 
wicket and vice versa? 
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“The OOCA should 
have assured tlie 
players that they 
would be allowed to 
fulfil their English 
league contracts as 
a reward for beating 
Bombay. We would 
have played, more 
cohesively then. By 
not stating thehr 
intentions, there 
were constant 
discussions among 
the players about 
honouring 
contracts; 

Kirti Azad 








were not fully fit. Is it committment to Delhi’s cause 
or indifference to the ultimate result? 

Another major controversy is the speculation that 
many Delhi players were indifferent about the 
result, as they were keen to fulfil their league 
contracts in England If they reached the semis and 
final, they would have remained here till mid-May 
and maybe lost the contract or had money deducted 
The contracts are lucrative. The minimum offered 
being 5.000 pounds per season plus perks like 
house or car or both So. financially it was better to 
be in England, than in the sweltering sun in the 
Ranji Trophy where prestige rather than finance 
matters. The Delhi players with league contracts in 
England and Scotland are Prabhakar. Ajay and 
Sanjeev Sharma. Atul Wasson. Manu Nayyar . 

Sachin Tendulkar and Dilip Vengsarkar have a 
mid-pitch conference 


Bantoo Singh and Maninder Singh. So several 
DDCA officials implied that Delhi may have 
deliberately lost. 

Delhi manager Vinay Lamba fuelled the 
speculation when he said, “it would have been better 
if the DDCA had promised the players that they 
would be allowed to fulfil their league contacts in 
England, after the quarter final match with 
Bombay. Then the players would have been in a 
positive frame of mind and would be 
determined to win. DDCA’s ambiguous stance added 
to the confusion amongst the players.” 

A senior player. Kirti Azad said. “The DDCA 
should have assured Uie players that they would 
be allowed to fulfil their English league contracts 
as a reward for beating Bombay. We would have 










played more cohesively then. By not stating their 
intentions. DDCA only enhanced the mental 
confusion among the players. There were constant 
discussions amongst the players about honouring 
contracts. This may have conveyed the impression 
that the Delhi players did not fully concentrate on 
the match.” Both Kirti and Bhaskar discount the 
theory that Delhi deliberately lost the match. “We 
have our professional pride.” they said. Kirti felt 
that some players could have negotiated to join their 
clubs in England/Scotland later and so participated 
in the semis from April 24—28. 

Manmohan Sood the DDCA secretary said, “only 
Manoj Prabhakar approached me and asked to leave 
for England by April 20.1 had given him permission 
to go. Other cases would have been discussed, when 


required. We would have taken a sympathetic 
attitude. ” Prabhakar left for England on the night 
that Delhi lost to Bombay in the Ranji quarters. 

Both Lamba and Sood expressed total faith in the 
integfrity of the players. However local fans and 
DDCA officials believe some Delhi players were 
indifferent about the result and hence did not give 
off their best. 

Delhi cricket is so beset with controversy that 
anything is believable these days. Another theory is 
that the Delhi players lost to a more committed and 
professional Bombay side. To camouflage wounded 
pride and ego. it is said they advanced this theory 
about being indifferent to the outcome of the match. 
No wonder it is said, that truth is relative and often 
a matter of faith and belief. • 
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Local fans and DDCA 
officials believe 
some Delhi players 
were indifferent 
about the result and 
hence did not give 
off their best...To 
camouflage wounded 
pride and ego. 
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Sanjay Pat JI with the 
man-of*the*match award 
















IHIPli HE great thing 
tfab ■ about some of 

fgS H US Indians is 

' y H that although 

^ our average height may 

f be 5 ft 7 m we think 6 ft 

4m Which is why 
/ cymcism about our 

^ athletes flows 

' fashionably freely, 

because too few of them 
match up to barroom. 

iBB A whlsky-belching 

IREAKPOINT expectations of Olynuc 

golds and Wimbledon 
titles 

There is much about 
the Indian athelete that 
IS unimpressing nevertheless they deserve 
compassion ifonlyioi the disadvantages both 
economic and physical they must contend with 
almost through then careei s Not to mention 
their own limitations 

I remember watching Luke Jennings, the (then 
14-year-old) son of former Mohun Bagan hockey 
captam Eugene Jennings relentlessly 

chasing his own dream _ 

of being a tennis 
champion This was not 

SThft'rE»enf Player IBM 

happening m small 3S 0000 OS 00 C8I 

isllsBlIalrlui 

over this country pnnlP¥t Acif li 

Every morning Luke Mil JK 

would awake in fOruilOnt Ot tllO S 

darkness, the world Iniliflii flnttn u 


I- ^ 

BREAKPOINT 


EYory player In the end will be only 
as pood as he can be. Getting there 
IS itself a triumph. And In this 
context, Asif Ismail’s win last 
fortnioht at the Standard Chartered 
Indian Open was heartening 


unaware as his feet pounded the roads 
Two hours of tennis followed then school, then 
teni'is again then homewoik and after all that 
nothing could be left ol a 14 yeai old He gave up 
five years of a normal childhood ici this his 
father gave up lakhs of rupees for this and in the 
end there was no champion to show Pei haps 
Luke was not gifted enough perhaps his father 
gave mcortect advice perhaps the opportunities 
were too few—who knows*^ Whatever he tried, he 
sweated, his muscles hurt his mind ached and 
for that there should m all fairness be great 
admiration Yet, of all the hours I watched Luke 
play never did I once heai encouragement a 
positive comment from an oniookei They only 
focussed on his failure 

But was Luke really a failure‘s In the sense of 
not winiung Wimbledon yes But ui the sense of 
bemg ranked in Bengal state no That was his 
success, to find out how good he could be 

Every player m the end wiU be only as good as 
he ^ an be Getting there is itself a triumph And 
m this context Asif Ismail’s win last fortnight at 
the Standard Chartered Indian Open was 
heartening Because Ismail’s talent though 

- 1 evident, was not being 

I translated into victory 
on court 

end will be only Tw.i,emontha.«o, 

DC. ucnmg more Ismail appeared to hit a 

Ih. And In this plateau ^d appeared 

nail’c iifln lact frustrated in his 

loll a Will 1091 inability to sprout new 

ndard Chartered wings and find a new 

S hoartmilnfl level An impressive 









At 20. Ismail knew 
tune could do hun no 
more favours He was a 
gemal, gentle young 
man, hard working, 
physically mtumdating, 
but if he was a walking 
encyclopaedia on Hindi 
films, there were too 
many blank entries in 
his tennis dictionary 
“Definitely", he says, ‘I 
was not playing as well 
as I should have been ” 
To temper ambitions 
or become resigned to 
being a joui neyman 
was, at this point an 
easy option “But’ 
explains Ismail, Tknew 
it was there, it was just a 
qu^tion of getting it 
together ’ 

Gamewise his huge 
serve lacked variation 
and consistency 
Furthermore, his 
baselme play reeked of 
low self confidence But 
most of all Ismail's focus 
seemed blurred—did he 
have the desire‘s 
In the four months of 
1991 everything 
changed A competent 
satellite senes in 
January ( especially ray 
winovei Vasudevan ) 
bolstered his nerve 
Confidence obviously 
was the missing 
mgredient, but now that 
it was there, he used it to 
blast his way to the 
National Hardcourt title 
(on a slow surface, if you 
please) and then shook 
off challenges from 
Rohit Rajpal and 
Zeeshan Ah to win the 
Indian Open 
Is he happy" 

Definitely 
And ho has every 
reason to be 


jumor he was stranded at the senior To get back to my point Ismail may never win 

level, lacking the edge to tackle Ennco Ihperno Wimbledon, but he has tnumphed all the same 
S Vasudevan and Zeeshan All and being He is beginmng to find his own level (tough 

overtaken by Leander Paes It was a uncertain state without a sponsor I may add) and as he 
of mind that would sometimes take the form of mentioned in parting, "I want to do the best that I 

bizarre behaviour on court Not bad behaviour can do for my wlf’ 

but a disinterest m the proceedings which was What more could an athlete or a barroom 

unnecessary wlusky-belcher ask for^ # 








Here's your opportunity to earn a 
California State Approved American 
Degree without leaving home! 


ADMISSION NOTICE FOR CORRESPONDENCE/INDEPENDENT STUDY 



n A BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
•For those with atleast 3 years work/ 
acaaemic experience alter iD-f 2/ 
Intermediate/PUC or equivalent Can study 
lor MBA alter completion ol BBA 


mm mm m master of business 
IVIDali administration 

•For graduates seeking to earn a 
prestigious American Masters degree 
with part-time etlort Ideal lor working 
executives 


M.S. fENGl 

COMPUTER SCTENCe/APPLiCATIONS 
•For computer professionals with 
adequate work expenence. Must be 
graduates (any discipline) 


TASMAC (recognised study centre ot Newport University. California, USA) announce the commencement of the above courses by 
correspondence/independent study (for MBA SMS Eng-Computers) Study matenal. guidance support and conducting of the 
programs will be done by TASMA(b Final grade reports and degree certificates will be issued directly by Newport University, 
California, USA These degrees are ideal for graduates & working executives to improve their career prospects, self-employed, 
entrepreneurs and (or company sponsorships 
NEWPORT UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA, USA. 

Founded in 1976, Newport University has been granted full Institutional Approval under Education Code Section 94310(b) by the 
California State Dept of Education Newport University is also a member in good standing of the California Association of State 
Approved Colleges & Universities and is today located internationally at U K Switzerland. Germany. The Netherlands. South 
Afnca. Nigena. Israel. Spain, Japan. Hongkong. Indonesia & India 
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Prospectus & Application forms are also available on 
payment o( Rs 50from the following 

mae^ab/te 

Cenfres who are Tasmac's authoriserl 
enrolment centres 


Please write lor detailed prospectus with payment of Rs 50by 
DD'lPO/MO/Bombay cheque to TASMAC Newport University s 
recogniseo study centre .ii the following address 

S . M (Training & Advanced Studies in Management 

And Communications) A'? 174 Shah & Nahar Estate 
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QUESTIONS 


I He says his 
, first run in 
Test cricket was 
actually a leg-bye. 
Name him 

Who was the 
.judge ]n the 
Ben Johnson case? 

3 Who is Sunil 
. Gavaskar’s 
only Test victim? 

^. Who IS known 
as Queen B? 

What are 
, Frank 
Sedgman and Ken 
McGregor’s claim 
to fame? 


6 Who were 
, nicknamed 
Little and Big Bill 
in lawn tennis? 


7 Which 
, Mughal 

Emperor set down 
standard polo 
rules? 


8 Which woman 
. gymnast. 


other than Nadia 
Comaneci, scored a 
perfect ten in the 
Montreal 
Olympics? 


9 Who has won 
, the highest 


number of medals 
in the history of the 
modern Olympics? 

‘‘Whenever 
. England 
goes down in a 
game, she invents 


another one and 
dominates it 
because only 
Englishmen know 
the rules.” Who 
wrote this? 


n Wendy 
, Turnbull, 
Linda Carter, Pam 
Shriver and 
Martina 

Navratilova served 
as bridesmaids in 
which famous 
marriage? 

What is the 
, meaning of 
judo in Japanese 

From 

. which sport 
do we derive the 
phrase ‘rank and 
file? 


Of the 

, three types 
of weapons us^ in 
fencing, only one is 
used by women. 
Which one? 

What is 
. common to 
the New Zealand 
cricketers Ken 
Rutherford, Ian 
Smith and Ewen 
Chatfield? 


ANSWERS 


1. Sunil Gavaskar 

2 . Justice Charles Dubin 

3. Zaheer Abbas 

4. Billie Jean King 

5. They are the only men's doubles par to win the 
Grand Slam 

6. Bill Johnston and Bill Tilden respectively 

7. Emperor Akbar 

0. Nelli Kim of the U.S.S.R. 

9. Soviet gymnast Larisa Latinyna. IB medals in 
all 

10. Peter Ustinov 

11. The Chris Evert-Andy Mill wedding 

12. The Gentle Way 

13. Chess 

14. Foil 

15. They were the three victims in Chelan 
Sharma's Reliance Cup hattrick 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
JAYANTPRAHARAJ. 

INSTITUTE OF PHYSICS, 
SACHWALAYAMARR, 

BHUBANESHWAR 751 005. 

AH ansvws sent in by the conthbutsi 
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FROM GEORGE THOHAM. 
ATLANTIC CITY 










WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT BOXING CHAMPIONSHIP! 


REACHEK George Foreman 
performed a miracle by 
turning a potential black eye 
of boxing to one of its 
shining moments in a fight 
which also become the 
highest grossing bout in history 
through the miracle of cable television. 

For a change, boxing was the winner. 
It was an honest fight between two 
decent human beings. For once, all the 
ugliness, boxing and its personification 




Don King, were nowhere in sight. It was 
a thrilling encounter between the past 
and the present of heavyweight boxing. 

What the promoters called “Battle of 
the Ages” turned out to be more than a 
battle of two generations. It was an old 
fashioned championship bout between 
two good boxers. 











ATLANTIC CITY 



At last he heard 
the chorus 
“George, 
George, 
George”, 
somethieg he 
longed tor all 
his lile.lt had 
tecofflefiem 
theBreadwalk 
otAUanticCity 
lntheA2nd 
year ot his llte 


Despite Holyfield's status as 
heavyweight champion, the spotlight 
was on George Foreman. In his first birth 
as a boxer, he was not the crowd 
favourite in victory or defeat. In his 
defeats against Muhammad Ali in Zaire 
or the humiliating loss to Jimmy Young 
which drove him to retirement in 1977. 
Foreman did not draw much sympathy. 
In the only defeat of his second life. Big 
George was bathed in more glory than 
perhaps even he expected Even when he 
snatched the world title from Smoking 
Joe Frazier in a stunning second round 
knockout in 1972. the crowd did not 
exactly chant "George. George " The 
sentiments seemed to follow the victim 
than the victor 

At last he heard the chorus ‘George. 
George, George'. something he longed 
for all his life It had to come from the 
Broadwalk of Atlantic City m the 42nd 
(or 43rd) year of his life. 

In good championship bouts, there are 
no losers. This fight was like that. 
Holyfield was the gracious fighter that 
he is. in victory, defeat or 
disqualification He lifted his career to 
another plateau by standing up to one 
who, aci.'ording to many, is the hardest 
puncher in t he history of the sport. 

For Foreman, enduring the assault of 
hi.s 28-year-old higti tech opponent was 
more than a moral victory It was the 
crowning achievement of his career. His 
defeat by I-Iolyfield has brought him 
more respect and recognition than his 
“first life" as a boxer did 
Age was not the issue here. Credibility 
was. Just think of the comments and 
predictions prior to the bout. Four years 
ago. when the boxer tuiaied preacher hit 
a comeback trail, the boxing world 
laughed it off with the ciontempt it 
apparently deserved 
Four years later, when an undefeated 
Big George managed to earn a date with 
the champion of the world, it was 
called the biggest sham in modern 
boxing 

Most experts called it a fiasco that will 
damage the sport of boxing. They called 
his chances ‘‘fat". They warned the public 
against being conned by the preacher’s 
smile and new found self-depi-ecating 
humour. An expert fight doctor turned 
TV commentator repeatedly promised 
that he would leave the country if the 
"human cheeseburger” won. 

They wondered aloud whether he was a 
miracle worker or a conman. Only his 
dedicated lifestyle prevented more hostile 
labels. 


In spite of his superb conditioning, his 
stamina was being questioned. The 
stamina issue was finally settled after he 
was battered on the ropes in the ninth 
round, but came back to win the 10th on 
two cards 

In spite of inspiring sparring sessions, 
his ability to fight was thoroughly 
questioned. “He just cannot fight.” they 
wrote. And they waited for the myth of 
his four-year comeback fraud to explode 
on the sidewalks of Atlantic city. 

Twelve gruelling and glorious rounds 
of boxing against the most focused and 
most prepared youngster the 
heavyweight division could provide 
today, proved beyond doubt that George 
Foreman could fight and fight well. 

As the 12th began. Foreman whispered 
in Holyfield's ears. “Thanks for giving 
me the opportunity." 

“He had his points, but I made my 
point." commented Foreman. ‘‘If you live, 
you can dream." It was more than a 
dream It was a dignified performance 
from a hardworking boxer who was 
willing to defy age with his work ethic 
and determination 

Yet, Foreman would take nothing 
away from his young opponent. “I had 
the fight won. and then someone slipped 
a mule in the ring, ’ he said later. "1 had 
him. I had him actually out. but I’ve 
never seen a man like that He has a great 
jaw. I had no idea that a man could give 
so much and take so much ” 

Holyfield had a equally interesting 
perspective on the fight. “I prayed going 
into the fight, and I know Geoi-ge 
probably did too.” .said Holyfield. “I guess 
everyone was wondei'ing which side the 
Lord was going to take. He figured out a 
way to take both sides.” 

The Loi’d almost performed the miracle 
his preacher wanted George Foieman 
was only a couple of punches away from 
knocking out the defending champion in 
the second, fourth and seventh rounds. 

After that stellar performance who 
could question Foreman s 12 million 
dollar purse from an 80 million plus 
dollar bonanza? 

What next for George Foreman? He 
says only his family could tell. However, 
people who know him closely say that he 
will really call the shot. "He could make 
millions of dollars if he continued.” says 
co-promoter Don Duva. "But he will 
never recapture the moment like he did 
on that Friday night. 

Unfortunately these days, such 
shining moments are rare in boxing 
rings. • 






SOUTH AFRICAN CRICKET 



I Must Be 

Dreaming 


4une 29 wtll be the dny wfien the barriere m South African csrlc^et will 
come d 0 wn> and a new non-raciai stiructura will come into effect. On 
thart diV/ SA€U (while predominant), and the 5ACB (black predominant) 
wilfniifge ae one, creating a new revamped cricket structure In South 
AfricM^lOok at the new prospects. ,.. 


D NITY in South African 
cricket has run at such a 
pace since mid-December, 
that there is still a touch of 
foggy surrealism about it all; 
that sort of 'wake me up, I'm 
dreaming' feeling. 

Only it is all very real. And on 
June 29 there will be a single, 
non-racial oiganisation running 
the sport in South Africa as the 
mistrust built up over the years 
is replaced with an optimism 
which is part of an emergent 
‘New South Africa' vision. 

But there had to be a 
starting-point for it to happen, 
and it came on P’eb 2,1990, 


during the dark days of the Mike 
Gatting tour, with the country's 
president, F.'W. de Klerk, 
opening a door of enlightenment 
by unbanning a whole range of 
political parties to the left and 
right of the government. 

By the time the dust had 
settled from the rhetoric which 
that address to parliament 
caused, the wheels of cricket 
unity were turning as Dr Ali 
Bacher, a former South African 
cricket captain and now 
managing director of the South 
African Cricket Union, was 
appointed as a one-man 
commission by his Board, the 


long-term aims being to create 
unity and an autonomous body 
for all cncketers in South Africa; 
to create equal oppor tunities 
through coaching and facilities 
for all to rise thi'ough the ranks 
as players and administratoi-s; to 
ensure that cricket is played on a 
non-racial, home-and-away basis 
at all levels, including schools, to 
see that cricket is used as a 
medium for the complete 
eradication of apartheid: and to 
prepare South Africa for 
international cricket in a 
post-apartheid society. 

But truly there was still much 
to do. and while the path was 
smoothed by the first meeting 
between the rival South African 
CricKet Board and the SACU. in 
Durban on Sept 8 last year, it 
was ironic that Dec 16 was 
selected as the dale for the next 
round of talks. To the Afrikaner, 
Dec 16 has several labels: the one 
in favour at present is the ‘Day of 
the Vow’, commemorating the 
day t hey made a vow to God, at 
the Battle of Blood River, that 
victory over the Zulus would be 
commemorated from that day 
onward. 

Unfortunately, of all the 
national cricket-writers who had 
assembled in Port Elizabeth the 

Jerry Wouterz, of Sri Lanka 

coaching South African kids in 
Johnnesburg 











day before to attend the Nissan 
Shield final, only I remained: the 
view among the others seemed to 
be that little would come out of 
the talks that wasn’t already 
known, and another date would 
be set for another meeting. 

Late in the afternoon Dr 
Bacher emerged to fax all the 
major newspapers about 'the 
mc«t important announcement 
in South African cricket in 100 
years’, and only the television 
boys and the local lepresentative 
of the national news agency were 
there. Pity they missed a great 
show of bonhomie among 
members of the two groups. 
Notably there was no more 'we' 
and ’them’, but vei-y much a 
changed us’. 

It also made me wonder how 
the Press ratpack of the Gatting 
tour would have handled it. No 
doubt Mr Tswete, an executive 
member of the ANC, who was a 
rugby forward in hjs day, would 
have shifted his bulk back in the 
chair and laid his gentle eyes on 
the assembly with the amused 
smile of a father wondering how 
far to allow the child to go before 
chastisement. A man who has a 
strong conviction that unity 
through negotiation and 
principles is the only argument 
which can be used, he has a 
feeling that cnc;ket can be a 
model on how to build a firm 
foundation. 

That the SACB and the SACU 
sought the ANC and the National 
Olympic Sports Congress to act 
as a facilitator in the crucial 
talks was invaluable to both 
sides We went into these talks 
uncertain of the future, but 
emerged triumphant in the 
cause of South African cricket 
and the role it has to play.’ said 
SACB president Krish 
Muckerdhuj. 

There was certainly a new 
spirit (as well as a confidence) 
that the groundwork had been 
laid and that Mr. Tswete, who 
learnt to play cricket and rugby 
in his youth in the East London 
area, would not settle for 
anything less than was 
hammered out in the statement. 

New faces have also emerged 
in the form of Khaya Majola, an 


SACB allrounder, who is 
national co-ordinator with Dr 
Bacher of the national 
development programme, and 
Dr Gularn Karim, chairman of 
the Cricket Association of the 
Transvaal, who some see as the 
next president of the new 
provincial body. 

Dr Karim visited Soweto in 
early February, with Sam 
Ramsamy, and had a chance to 
look at the cricket development 
among the children of the 
sprawling townships which 
make up Soweto. At Elkah 
Stadium he saw for the first time 
Dr Bacher’s committment to the 
development of the sport at this 
level and beyond. 

Both men were visibly 
impressed with the programme, 
and with the fact that 78 per cent 
of the 170 coaches were women 
teachers (from the township 
schools), who have developed a 
type of West Indian passion for 
the game. 

Later, addressing the teachers 
in a nearby school hall. Dr 
Karim provided two contrasting 
but accurate pictures of what is 
happening in South African 
cricket today through the unity 
process. 'After looking at the 
scene of hundreds of 
schoolchildren involved in this 
exciting project, 1 asked myself: 


“The long' term aims 
of the new board will 
be to ensure that 
cricket is played on a 
non racial, home and 
away basis at all 
levels, including 
schools; to see that 
cricket is used as a 
medium for the 
complete eradication 
of apartheid.” 

— Bacher. 



Protesting against apartheid 
during the Gatting tour. The 
posters say it all 

“Would this have happened had 
there not been a sports boycott"^” 
The answer is that I don’t think 
so. And in I^enasia (the Indian 
township outside 
Johannesburg), where cricket is 
an ongoing process, to st«; these 
same women coaches at work, 1 
felt a dramatic change in our 
society had come about., .where 
women from a disadvantaged 
area were coaching those 
youngsters from an advantaged 
area,’ he said. 'This, I feel, is one 
of the most exciting 
developments in this unity of 
ours.’ 

It surely is one of the best in 
the history of cricket. • 










T he 8-ball over in crjcket was 
first introduced in Austi-alian 
domestic first-class cricket. 
Later it was adopted m all Test 
matches played on Australian 
soil. A person no less than Sir 
Donald Bradman thought very highly of 
the idea and advocated its adoption in 
other countries as well. Sir Donald 
defended the system on the argument 
that the practice of the eight-ball over 
would r^uce the time that is wasted 
during the change of overs. Therefore 
more ddiveries would be bowled in the 
allotted span of time. 

The other cricket-playing countries did 
not feel a necessary need to change from 
the English system of 6-ball overs. This 
steadfast devotion to the conventional 
pattern was to prove costly in terms of 
wastage of time. Ironically even 
Australia under pressure fi-om the other 
cricket playing countries was coerced to 
scrap the eight-ball system sometime in 
the 80 b. 

My opinion is that this adherence to 
the conventional six-ball over is most 
unfortunate. At a time when cricket 
matches of larger duration required to be 
speeded up in order to draw the attention 
of the fast-dwindling crowds, the cricket 
administrators did not care to import any 
special attention to this aspect. Thus a 
vital point has been overlooked for too 
long. 

In a particular span of time the number 
of six-ball overs would obviously bo more 
than the number of eight-ball ovei's 
Thus more number of overs would mean 
that more time would be wasted during 
the change of overs. This is a very crucial 
point that requires further clarification 
through an example: 

Illustration I 

In 2 hours generally 30 six-ball overs are 
bowled. 

Thus. 120 minutes= 180 deliveries 
Suppose. 1/2 minute is spent between 
overs. Then, time wasted in 30 
overs=30xl/2=15 
Then, 180 deliveries in (120- 15> 
niinutes=105 minutes 
Thus, time per six-ball 
over=105-^30=3-1/2 minutes 
and, time per delivery = 
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105H-180= 105/180 minutes 
Conclusion, in 2 hours, number of 
6-ball deliveries=30x6= 180 in 2 hours, 
time spent between overs = 30 x i /2=15 

Illustration II 

If, as per above, one delivery takes 
105/180 minutes 

Then, one eight ball over would take 
105/180=4-2/3 

If, as per above, time wasted between 
overs =1/2 minute 
Then, total time per 8-ball over = 
4-2/3+ l/2=5-l/6 minutes = 5 mins (apx> 
Thus, in two hours or 120 minutes, no. 
of overs = 120-5=24 overs. 

Then, number of deliveries in 120 
minutes=24X8=iy2 


In a particular span of time the number 
of six ball overs would obviously be 
more than the number of eight ball 
overs. Thus more number of overs 
would mean that more time would be 
wasted during the change of overs. By 
introducing the eight ball concept, 
cricket would stand to gain in two ways: 
first there would be more deliveries per 
day and secondly there would be less 
scope for wastage of time between overs 


Thus, total time wasted between over-s 
=24x1/2=12 minutes 
The above illustrations very clearly 
show that in the same span of 120 
minutes, in the case of six-ball overs 
there would be 180 deliveries and in the 
case of eight-ball overs there would be 
192 deliveries. The loss of time during 
the change of over would be 15 and 12 
minutes respectively. 

By introducing the eight-ball concept, 
cricket would stand to gain in two ways: 
first there would be more deliveries per 
day and secondly there would be less 
scope for wastage of time between overs# 












5 , Davis Cup, India vs South 
•Korea (Delhi), Davis Cup 
World Group, France vs Au¬ 
stralia (Nimes); Spain vs USA; 
Munich Open Tennis Finals 
(Munich); Sait Nagiee football 
semi finals (KoahiKode); Ranji 
Trophy Final; National Walking 
ana Marathon chantpionship 
(Krishnanagar near Calcutta); 
World T.T (Chiba, Japan) 


6 , Italian Open Tennis For 
•Women (Rome): German 
Open Tennis For Men (Ham¬ 
burg); Ranji Trophy final; 41st 
World Table Tennis chps. finals 
(Chiba. Japan); NEC World 
Youth Cup Tennis, Asia- 
Australasia Zone (Bombay) 


7 , Italian Open Tennis, 
• Women (Rome); German 
Open Tennis, Men (Hamburg): 
Ranji Trophy Final, Sait Nagjee 
Football Final (Kozhikode), 
NEC World Youth Cup Tennis, 
Asia-Australasia Zone, 
(Bombay) 


European football cham- 


iic of Ireland vs Poland (Dub¬ 
lin); Qr 4; N Ireland vs Faroe 
Islands (Belfast): Munich Open 
Tennis Championship 


8 , Italian Open Tennis, 

• Women (Rome); German 
Open Tennis, Men (Hamburg); 
UEFA Cup Football final. 1st 
Leg. NEC World Youth Cup , 
Tennis, Asia-Australasia Zone 
(Bombay). 


lOm National Open Athletics 
iM^(Calcutta); West Indies 
vs Lavinie, Duchess of Norfolk 
XI (Arundel); Italian Oper\ Ten¬ 
nis, Women's final (Rome); 
German Open Tennis, Men’s 
final (Hamouro)' NEC World 
Youth Cup Tennis. Asia- 
Australasia Zone, finals (Bom¬ 
bay). Hong Kong Open Table 
Tennis. 


■|Q, Italian Open Tennis 
10*Chps for Men (Rome). 
Lufthansa Cup Tennis for 
Women (Berlin); Hong Kong 
Open T.T 


Italian Open Tennis 
14* Chps for Men (Rome). 
Lufthansa Cup Tennis for 
Women (Berlin); Hong Kong 
Open T T Final 


Italian Open Tennis. 
Itl^Men (Rome): Lufthansa 
Cup Tennis, Women (Berlin), 
European Cup Winners Cup 
football final. (Rotterdam) 


|Q: Italian Open Tennis, 
JLt/Men's Final (Rome): 
Lufthansa Cup Tennis. 
Women’s Final (Berlin); West 
Indies vs Middlesex (Lord's). 
San Marino Motor Cycling 
Grand Rrix (San Marino); 
World League Volleyball. 
Korea vs USSR (Su Won), 
France vs Canada (Orleans) 
Judo. European Chps 
(Prague) 


OA: ATP World Team Cup 
Mll(Dusseidorf): West In¬ 
dies vs Middlesex (Lord’s). 


y 1 ■ ATP World Team Cup 
Mll(Dusseldorf); england vs 
USSR, International Football 
Match (Wembley). 


00: ATP World Team Cup 
MM(Dusseldorf); UEFA Cup 
Final, 2nd Leg. 


y li; ATP World Team Cup 
MVFinal (Dusseldorf); 
European Weightlifting Cham¬ 
pionships (Wroclaw. Poland); 
World League Volleyball, 
Japan vs Korea (Osaka), 
USSR vs Italy (Leningrad). 
Brazil vs Cuba (Bolo Hori¬ 
zonte); 


y*#; West Indies vs Eng- 
WI land. Third One-day In¬ 
ternational, (Lord's); European 
Weightlifting Chps. (Wroclaw, 
Poland): Frehch Open Tennis 
Chps. (Pans). 


OQ; French Open Tennis 
MOChps. (Pans). 


yO: French Open Tennis 
M VChps. (Paris); European 
Cup Final Football, (Bari). 
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9 , Italian Open Tennis 
• Worren (Rome) German 
Open Tennis Men i Hamburg) 
NCC World Youth cup Tennis 
(Bombay) 


Ifi* Open Femo 

lU«Men (Romei Lufthansa 
Tup Tenn s Womtr (Berlin) 


ATP World Team 
MO(Ousseldort) West In 
dies vs England First One day 
International (Edgbaston) 


( French Open Tennis 
Chps (Pans) 


3 , Davis Cup India vs South 
•Korea (Delhi) Davis Cup 
World Group Qlr finals France 
vs Australia (Nimes S 
France) Spain vs USA Munich 
Open Tennis (Munich) Ranji 
Trophy final (venue yet un 
known) Sait Nagjse Football 
(Kozhikode) J D Singh Open 
Chess (Bhopal) World f T 
(ph ba Japan) Federal on 
Cup Hockey Semi finals 
(I ucknow) 


in* National Open Athletics 
111 * (Salt Lake Stadium Cal 
cutia) Italian Open Tennis 
Women (Rome) German 
Open Tennis Men (Humburg) 
NtC World Youth Cup Tennis 
(Bombay) 


1*7 Hal an Open Tennis Men 
If (Rome) Luithansa Cup 
Tenn s Women (Hamburg) 
World League Volleyball 
Korea vs USSR (Seoul) USA 
vs Japan (Los Angeles) Cuba 
vs Holland (Havana) Judo 
European Chps (Prague) 


ATP World Team Cup 
M*X(Dusseldort) Volleyball 
World League Canada vs 
France (Toronto) USSR vs Ita 
ly (Leningrad) Brazil vs Cuba 
(Rio de Janeiro) 


Xl French Open Tennis 
t/JLChps (Pans) World 
League Volle^all Canada vs 
Holland (Calgary) USSR vs 
Japan (Leningrad) USA vs Ita 
ty (San Diego) 


4 « Davis Cup India vs South 
•Korea (Delhi) Davis Cup 
World Group France vs Au 
stralia (Nimes) Spam vs USA 
Munich Open Tennis (Munich) 
Ranii Trophy Final SaitNagiee 
football semi finals (Kozhi 
kode) World T T (Chiba 
Japan) 1st Federal on Cup 
Hockey linal (Lucknow) 


IO F A Cup Final Arsenal 
XOvs Nottingham Forest 
(Wembley) Scottish Cup Final 
(Hampden Park) West Indies 
vs Middlesex (Lots) Italian 
Open Tennis Men (Rome) 
Luithansa Cup Tennis Women 
(Berlin) World I eague Vol 
leyball France vs Canada 
(Orleans) USA vs Japan (Ssn 
Diego) Cuba vs Holland 
(Havana) 


Uve telecast of India vs South Korea 
Davis Cup at Delhi MayS—S 
Uve telecast of Final of Federation Cup 
Hockey Chps at Lucknow Mays 
Live telecast of Final of Sait Nagjee 
Football Final on May 7 




U , National Open Athletics 
•(Calcutta) Italian Open 
Tennis Women (Rome) Ger 
man Open Tennis Men (Ham 
burg) NEC World Youth Cup 
Tennis (Bombay) 


OR ATP World Team Cup 
MtllDusseldorl) england 
vs Argentina International 
Football Match (Wembley) 
West Indies vs England 
Secono One day International 
(Old Traflord) European 
Weightlifimg Championships 
(Wroclaw Poland) 


Running Commentary in Hindi and Engliah 
on Davis Cup India vs south Korea Delhi 
May 3-5 

Running commentary in both Hindi and 
English on Stem® of Federation Cup Hockey 
(May 3) and Fmal on May 5 and on Ranjt 
trophy final May 3 


COMPILED BY NOVY KAPADIA 









































C ONTINUING with 
the kata, swing the 
left leg out behind 
you and turn 270" 
going into 

zenkutBU-dachi while 
the hands perform a 
gidan-barai. Pulling the 
left hand back into the 
side of your body, 
deliver a yon-nukite or 


KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


four-finger stab to the 
neck region at a 45® 
angle. Stepping forward 
with the right leg, go 
into zenkutsu-dachi 
while the right hand 
performs a seiken 
jodan-uki or right upper- 
block at a 45° angle. 

By Shivaji Ganguly 
Kyokushinkaikan karate 

PHOfOGHAPHS nAMANBHALLA 



Swing the left leg behind you and turn 270° 


Pull left hand back and deliver a four-finger stab to 
neck at 45° angle 








I FEEL if I continue to work 
hard and take care of my 
fitness, i can still play for 
another three or four years or 
more. One day I may wake up 
and decide I've had enough of 
tennis. Then I’ll give up. 

JIMMY CONNORS, is back on die 
courts again and refuses to let the 
world write him off. 


I M getting fed up with people 
who keep writing me off and 
saying it's the end for Botham. If 
it’s all about cricket and talent, I 
haven't seen a better all rounder 
yet. 

IAN BOTHAM, who has been 
sidelined for the past two years, in 
his inimitable style says that he is 
still the best all-rounder going 


■ REFUSE to get completely 
down because there's still 
hope. Everything’s up in the air 
now. I’ve simply no idea what s 
likely to happen. I was 
dumbfounded. I’m feeling very 
low about it, but life has to go 
on. 

FRANK BRUNO, who might have 
to give up boxing after he 
undergoes an operation on his 
eye He was hurt in the retina, after 
that fateful night against Tyson in 
Japan 


I FEEL ltk« I’m there, that I’m on 
the top. 

GABRIELA SABATtNi.pow that 
She has been proving the better of 
Graf, in ail their recent meetings, 
feels confident about making it to 
the top. 


I F I saw Maradona trying to 
climb out of a welt, I'd kick him 
down it. 




Maradona's popularity now has 
plunged into the abysmal depths, 
after his recent misdemeanours. 
Ttw above statement was made by 
a NEWSPAPER VENDOR. 


T his is the best tennis I played 
so far this year and probably 
one of the best matohes, I’ve 
ever played. Maybe Ivin didn’t 
play hla beat tennis. But th8t*s 
understondabie. 

STEFAN EOBERG, after his Japan 
Open win over Ivan Lendl, in which 
he defeated Lendl in straight 8^, 
6*1,7*5 and SO. 








ka interviewUiat remis itie superstar’s mind, Woughts andattitude^l 


GARY 

INEKER’S 



MBmONS V 


THERE'S a picture that exists of you 
and your wife, Michelle, out m Italy 
relaxing outside bare legged -and 
you ve got a lot of scars on your legs. 

Do you ever feel any anger when you've 
been blatantiv fouled'^ 


Ii' ' r 


Do you think refereeing in general is 
getting worse’ 
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Lineker with Mark 
Huqhes and other friends 
holidaying in a beach 
resort 
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! Have YOU ever dived'^ 







































ended tomorrow oncl or vou were left Ji 
the c‘nd with the SLipposecllv eni.i!! 
number of medols that vou poeser.s '’ 
Would you feel satisfied^ 


Is the hte of a footballer an easy one’ 






( ■' I , ■ • 


In general, though, tiow do you 
motivate yourself for a supposedly 
small game when you've played on tire 
world's biggest stages’ 


MU.e II 


Gaming the England captairicy was 
clearly boost to you personally. Did 
losing it to Bryan Rotrson surprise you’ 




What about your personal chances of 
making tfie European championship 
finals in Stockholm next year and the 
World Cu|) luitils in the United States 
in 1994’ 

















Is thf-re :it>Y sig;ii at a'l of th!;, ' 


F.ven corTiparecI to A'tien you weto 18. 
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■ Do you think he s generally 
1 misunderstood by the press" 
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Have you considered the fact that you 
will be 34 in 1994'^ 
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Did England's achievements m Italy 
surprise you’ 


You were confident, were you’ 






Wtiat was the confideiice like before 
that West Germany semi-linal in the 
dressing room’ Did you think that you 
had a good chance’ 

' h. 1 . 1;: .. ■ hi , h ' hi k .i 
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Paul Gascoigne: misunderstood? 

Moving on to the subject ot P,)j! | ' I'hi: 

Gascoigne, you have saio that he was j It's often been said that if anyone 
vour favourite comedian. Were you could change him. you could 


ser'ous about this’ 


I 


■ ,h h ( V 


( ii : IK,111 Kl'i 


Do you perhaps feel Gazza s i 

personality is a cover-up for a different | 
person underneath’ i 


Do you think he'd be a success if he 
wei’t abroad’ 













It remains 
difficult to 
think of 
Graeme Hick 
as an 

Englishman. 
The young man 
whose 
precocious 
batting telents 
almost 
out-Bradman 
Bradman at 
the same age 
still carries the 
modesty and 
soft-voiced 
diffidence of a 
coiuniai boy... 


I T remains difficult to 
think of Graeme Hick 
as an Englishman. 
The young man 
whose precocious 
batting talents almost 
out-Bradman Bradman 
at the same age stUl 
carries the modesty and 
soft-voiced diffidence of 
a colonial boy. 

He will be 25 on May 
23~t3y fluke, the date of 
the 11^ one-day 


international of the 


season for England 
against the West Indies. 


His calm extenor that 


day—for he will surely 


be plunged in head first 
by EngUuid after his 

405 batting glo\m 






'pratnioted /.>.■. 
qualification—will belie 
the anxie^ in his breast. 

tot the only remote 
doubt about his genius 
at the crease is what the 
old-timers and 
greybeards call '^ig 
match temperament”. 

Time and again, in 
Championship matches 
and one-dayers, he has 
swept his county, 
Worcestershire, to 
unlikely and palpitating 
victories. But when it 
has really mattered, also 
Graeme has goofed. 

In Worcestershire's 
two Lord’s Cup finals 
during Hick’s time, he 
has failed—by his 
exceptional 
standsurds—quite 
miserably. 


Even in his stint for 
Queensland in the 
Sheffield Shield he was 
hdld r«QX}naible for the 
team not playing in the 
prestigious final at 


405 Holdall amall 
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405 Batting fag guarda 


The aemi-final waa 
against Victoria at 
Melbourne. On the final 
day, Queensland needed 
only 193 in the last 
innings to win. A doddle 
was at once caught at 
slip for next to nothing, 
and his team, 
horror-struck, collapsed 
abjectly. 

Three major matches. 
Three m^or boobs. The 
West Indies this 
springtime will be 
determined to prey on 
this one possible crack 
in the young man’s 
armour. He will for sure 
be in for a torrid time 
when the gauntlet is 
thrown down for real on 
the international stage. 

Few sound judges 
have little doubt that 
Hick’s tident will 
prevail. If not, that 
definitive sporting 
' truism “class will out” 
would be shown up after- 
a centuty of unblinking 
osrtitude as so much 




flatherand fiannel- 

The two eminenoesof 
Queenskmd cricks are 
backing file protege. 'Tie 
is sensible enough to 
know Test cricket Won’t 
be a breeze; and he’s 
jiatient enough to know 
you need both grit and 
luok against any West 
Indies attack.', says the 
coach, Barry Richards. 
“There can never have 
been a better prepared 
'itet player than 
Graeme”, says Allan 
Border. 

Certainly, the fact of 
Hick coming into his 




Three major 
matches. 

Th ree major 
boobs. The 
West Indies 
this springtime 
will be 

determined to 
prey on this 
one possible 
crock in the 
young man's 
armour. He will 
for sure be in 
for o torried 
time when the 
gauntlet is 
thrown down 
for real on the 
international 
stage... 


hentage and inheritance 
makes for ^ fascinating 
and intriguing 
curtain-up on our newly 
minted, fresh siunmer 
season. • 


Hm GraeiM Hick 405 

was launohed attar 
hia 405 runa In county 














GUTBUSTING 
, FOR 

i BEGINNERS 




L ast week we’d 
started off on a 
abdominal journey 
that was going to 
have you.8trut^g at the 
beach or pool. And the 
main point emphasised 
was the construction of 
these muscles. Different 
from the rest of the 
muscles in the body in 
the sense that they don’t 


attach to the bones they 
articulate, simply 
adding weight to the 
exercises you’re already 
doing won’t necessarily 
result in ripped muscles. 
You’ve got to give this 
set of muscles different 
exercises that are more 
difficult. 

Because of their 
importance in 
maintaining a flat 
abdominal wall and 
their functions in sport, 
the abs probably are 
involved in more 
exercises than any other 
bodypart. And the 
degfree of difficulty 
associated with the 
exercises rangfes widely. 
As a result, we’ll have to 
break up our discussion 
on the abs into the 
beginxier, intermediate 






and advaiKied 
caie^ones But 
romember. what's 
advanced touKh, that 
is - for one persejn may 
be child’s play foi 
another So find out 
where you fit in and ffc-t 
started. 

A lot of people feel that 
pit-ups are about the best 
thing for the abs. They 
are.. .if all you're looking 
for is a decent level of 
fitness. But talk 
chiselled abs and you’re 
in the wrong league. 
Sit-ups are the most 
basic abdominal 
developer. The stuff you 
have to do in order to get 
your abs in working 
order. Once sit-ups 
become easy, that’s 
when you know it’s time 
to move onto the 
tougher stuff. 


In fact, people who ve 
only done regular 
sit-ups throughout their 
fitness regimen might 
still complain of an 
embarrassing bulge in 
their lower abdomen. 
That’s because all those 
sit-ups they’ve been 
cranking out only 
works the upper half of 
the abdominal wall. 

The best beginning 
exercise for the upper 
abs is the 45° sit-up. 
Keeping the knees bent, 
feet flat on the floor, sit 
up to a 45° angle and 
return to the starting 


position. When doing 
sit-up type exercises, 
you should first contract 
the abs before beginning 
the movement. That 
protects the spine since 
It prevents the hip 
flexors and an assistant 
spinal flexor from firing 
before the abdominals 
and pulling the spine 
into hyperextension. 

As for the debate about 
keeping the legs 
straight or bent, the 
only minus point about 
straight-leg abdominal 
work is that the psoas 
muscle—which 


Bend those knees! 
Straight leg sit-ups work 
the psoas muscle while 
the bent-knee variety 
(inset) attack the abs 

hyperextends the spine 
when you lie on your 
back with your legs 
fully extended- is kept 
out of the action. Bend 
the knees and you give 
the psoas muscle slack, 
allowing the spine to lie 
flat on the floor and 
giving the abs full 
benefit. 

If you’re just getting 
started on your road to 
fitness, sit-ups are the 
best abdomen exercise 
you can do. They’ll wake 
up your abs, get them 
into condition and 
prepare them for the 
tougher tasks that lie 
ahead. • 















THE HEALTH 


COLUM 


Y OU folks out there 
still trying to keep 
with the 
resolutions that 
were made at the 
beginning of the year? 


Are those now relegated 
to the books of history, 
or are the results 
already starting to 
show? If you were 
through the months 


concentrating on the 
diet and if you had been 
exercising at the same 
time then by now you 
should be satisfied with 
the results. 



This week we are 
going to give you some 
pointers on getting into 
shape and staying that 
way. What we are 
talking about here, is 
eating and eating right. 
We are talking about 
revamping your food 
habits and txjfore long 
the difference is going to 
show. 

Don't go on a diet: 

When we talk of a diet' 
we usually refer to the 
short term commitment. 
We go on a diet to get in 
shape, to make the bulge 
disappear and after a 
few kilos ai'e lost, it s 
back to the same old 
story. Just stuff in 
whatever comes your 
way Also the dangers of 
undernourishing the 
body are there This is 
because by suddenly 
cutting down on the 
calorie intake, there is a 
nutrient void created in 
the body. Of course you 
do lose weight but then 
the repercussions of the 
nutrient deficiency is 
not worth the troublp. So 
don’t get into the habit 
of going into these crash 
diet programmes that 
promises some 
astonishing weight loss 
in a couple of weeks. 

Be Positive: Losing 

weight just to look good 
should not be the motto 
of your weight loss 
programme. They are 
nevertheless good 
reasons but not good 
enough motivators. The 
problems is that if these 
are the only guidelines 
then you get bored when 
the results take time to 
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show and also when you 
have to take it easy on 
the fat inducing foods 
that are so tempting. 
Instead, try telling 
yourself that you'll 
stand to gam in terms of 
self-esteem, energy and 
good health, not to 
mention the good looks. 

Let go of the triggers: 

The problem with most 
people is that they do not 
eat too much of 
everything but they 
have a craving for 
certain foods, that are 
fattening like cakes, ice 
cream, dessert, 
chocolate, or even those 
potato chips. Tfiese 
foods are the trigger 
fcxids and once you 
identify them, take it 
easy on the intake of 
these foods and reward 
yourself in other ways. 

Spoil your appetite: 

High protein intake (like 
fish, dal, cereals etc.) 
before meals tend to 
lower the total calorie 
consumption. A good 
way to stifle your 
appetite is to have a high 
protein snack or soup 
about 20 minutes before 
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the main meal That way 
you will feel a bit stuffed 
by the time you reach 
the table. 
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Enjoy what you eat: 

You wont have to eat 
sawdust to lose weight. 

A palatable diet before 
you is not going to make 
you overeat. If you eat 
low calorie food that 
tastes good then you 
don’t have to live with 
the guilt of overeating 
and putting on weight, 
and at the same time you 
don’t have to give up the 
good taste. 

Turn up the heat: At the 

table.turn on the heat. It 
has been proved that 
food stuffs like chillies, 
pepper, mustard and 




other hot spices speed 
up the metabolism rate 
of the body, and this 
helps you burn calories 
at a much faster rate 
After a hot meal, 
metabolism rates are 
boosted up by as much 
as 25% 

Derail that craving: 

When the urge to eat 
strikes, try any of these 
strategies. Try going 
out for a walk, brush 
your teeth (the 
sweetness dampens the 
cravi ng for food) or j ust 
gulp down a glass of 
water. These methods 
will make sure that you 
do not overeat. 

Eat slowly: If you are a 
foodwolfer, whojust 
devours whatever is 
there on the plate, then 
you are in for bad news. 
What happens is. that if 
you just gulp down the 
food, your mind does not 
get the time to send the 
signal to the brain that 
you are full. 

Keep in touch with us 
and next week we will be 
giving you some more 
tips on handling your 
fc^. • 
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S TURF VIEW 


Pesi Shroff is leading the fight for the 
jockeys' cause 


still finds the time to enjoy life with his 
wife Tina and their son. But 
surely he cannot do more than that or 
can he? 

It’s what you might call a high flying 
lifestyle. One that hardly leaves 
you with time to breathe. But for Pesi 
Shroff there is a lot that the 
average racegoer does not see. There is a 
lot he does that goes unnoticed. 

There is a lot he is involved in because its 
for the right cause 

It’s something that he grew up with. 
His family has been actively involved 
in running a school for Remedial 
Education, looking after the lot of the 
retarded and the spastics. With that sort 
of a childhood background it does 
not come as any surprise to find Shroff 
elected Vice President of the 
Jockeys Association Of India. It's a task 
that he takes very sei iously 
indeed. No oi'dinary handicap race i his. 
For him it’s like an Indian Derby 
or an Invitation, With his track record in 
those 1 wo rac:es he has a lot 


P ESI SHROFF needs no introduction 
to 

racing buffs all over the country 
Ever since he was licensed to ride 
back in 1981, 

his has been a meteoric rise to 
stardom. Certainly having come a 
long way since the day he rode his first 
winner in September ’81 astride a 
filly named My Squaw, five Indian 
Derbies - of which the last 
three have been 

on the trot - in the course of the last 
decade, along with four Invitation 
Cups and a host of other Classic victories 
make Shroff one of the most 
sought after jockeys in the land. 

In Bombay today, and in Bangalore the 
next to fulfill riding engagements. 

Shroff has a hectic schedule both on and 
off the track. The offers keep 
pouring in, asking him to accept any 
number of rides. It’s t rying to say a 
polite “No” that keeps him ever so busy. 
Then there is the family business 
to look after. A business left to Pesi by hie 
father and now enjoying a 
track record that’s more than just 
successful. In between all this Shroff 














'* *■’1 ‘ - 




ARE 1HE JOCKEYS IN 


SO 














BY CYRUS J.IIIIADAN 


expected of him. 

Why interfere and take on the 
Establishment is what any man in his 
senses 

might ask. The answer to that according 
to Shroff, is that he is looking 
for justice for the average jockey who is 
riding today. 

It’s become something of a passion for 
Shroff ever since he stepped in to 
spearhead the cause for the improvement 
of the lot of the average rider. 

Almost a mission, he handles it with zeal 
and a great deal of maturity for 
one so young. Recently, things came to a 
head in Bombay when the jockeys m 
support of their one major demand 
decided to go on strike and Shroff 
showed that he had all the support 
of thejockeys 

who backed the decision of the 
Association to the hilt. It was a display of 
unity and it went to show that 
this time the Association meant business 

The lot of the average rider in India is 
not a very happy one Like all 
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sportsmen or athletes making a career 
out of sport, it can be a dangerous 
and dicey proposition. Of course you 
might say that the same would apply to 
any walk of life, but when the majority of 
jockeys come from uneducated 
backgrounds, getting their problems 
understood by an establishment that has 
never really been very sympathetic to 
them is a major problem. 

At present the main point of issue that 
has come up is the question of 
granting licenses to jockeys There are 
five major Turf Authorities in the 
country, each of which is an autonomous 
body in it's own right. Each of 
them has exclusive rights to granting a 
riding license to a jockey or 
refusing to grant him one for whatever 
reasons they may think fit. Thus in 
India you can have the amazing 
occurance of a jockey being given a 
riding iicense by, 
say, the Bangalore Turf Club 
which allows him to ride in 
Bangalore But another club like, say. 
Hyderabad Race Club for instance 
might not allow the same rider the right 
to ride under their i-ules. 

Sounds surprising, but it gets even 
better. Being licensed by one Club 
does not authorise you to ride at another. 
Yet. getting your license 
rescinded by one on disciplinary grounds 
has a reciprocal effect and all the 
Turf Authorities are very specific about 
that. Hence if you are suspended, 
you cannot ride under the rules of any of 
the five recognised Tu rf 
Authorities but if you ai'e licensed by one 
of them it does not give you the 
right to go to another centre and ride 
without first asking permission to 
do so. 

The jockeys now feel that it would be 
only fair and democratic if all the 
five Turf Authorities accept a Central 
Licensing Authority in the country. 

This would allow a rider to ride 

anywhere in the country which is 

precisely what happens 

in places like the United 

Kingdom or Euixipe where, once 

licensed, all a rider requires if he is going 

to ride in throe different 

places is his clearance from the place he 
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The Chairman and Comminee Members 
R.W.l.T.C Ud. 

Mahalaxmi Race Course 
Bombay 

Gentlemen, 

On receipt of a letter dated 10.3.1991 from your Secretary, Major P.R.K. Jacob, 
requesting representativas of the JocKeys Association of India, to meet the Stewards 
and Committee Member of the R.W.l.T.C Ud. on the 11th inst. at 4.30 p.m in the 
committee room, R.W.I.T.C. Ud. Mahalaxmi Race Course, Bombay, a meeting was 
held. 

Representatives of the Jockeys' Association of India present at the meeting were 
Jockey Robin Corner and Jockey P. Shroff. We wish to place on record the assurances 
given by the Chaimnan, Dr. S. C. Jam at the said meeting. 

a) That the R.W.l.T.C. Ud and the Madras Racing Undertaking were in agreement 
with the proposal of forming a Central Licensing body, but could not take responsi¬ 
bility for the decision of the remaining three turf Authorities of India, i e B T.C.. 
H.Q.C., and R.C.T.C. However, he would do hts utmost to promote and obtain the 
sanctio^ of the remaining Turf Authorities of India. 

b) It was stated that a meeting of the Chairmen of the five Turf Authorities would be 
convened -on the 25th day of March 1991. wherein the issue of constituting a Central 
Licensing Body would be decided upon. 

c) He further assured that if one more Turf Authority supporting the issue in question, 
thus obtaining a majority, he would go ahead with forming of the Central Licensing 
Body. 

d) An assurance was given by the Chairman m the interim period of forming a Central 
Licensing Body, that jockeys applying for licences to the R W i T.c would be 
granted the same, and would not be given any cause for grievance 

Relying on you to appraise the undersigned representative of the Jockeys' Associa¬ 
tion of India of the decision taken on this issue, latest by 26th March tggt at 5 p.m at 
the address given below. Trusting you to do the needful, 

Yours truly. 


(P Shroff) 

Vice President 

Jockeys Association of India 


last rode in. It’s a fair enough 
request which merits being taken up. 
But ill the course of the last few 
months it has been blown up to such a 
degree that it could escalate into 
something worse if a solution is not 
found soon. 

According to Pesi Shroff, the matter 
was first brought up at the meeting 
of the Turf Authorities Of India held m 
Madras in the first week of March, 

At that meeting it was apparently agreed 
upon by the Madras Race 
Undertaking and the RWITC I^td. that 
the proposal for forming a Central 
Licensing Body held water. However 
they could not take the responsibility 
for the decision of the three other Turf 
Authorities. 

After this meeting in Madras, the 
RWITC Ltd. wrote a letter to the Jockeys 
Association Of India asking their 
representatives to be present at a 
meeting with the Stewards and 
Committee Members of the RWITC on 
11th March at the Bombay 
racecourse. Jockeys Robin 
Corner and Pesi Shroff were present 
at that meeting. It was after this that 
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things began to go wrong and it 
precipitated furthei' with the Jockeys 
Association deciding to go on strike 
on March 28. 

Whether they were justified in doing so 
or not is something that I would 
not like to go into. But extracts from a 
letter written by Shroff in his 
capacity as Vice President should tlirow 
a great deal of light on the 
proceedings. Since then a lot of water has 
flowed under the bridge. The 
RWITC Ltd. has assured the Jockeys 
Association that they will consider the 
matter and they have even appointed a 
three-member committee to see how it 
can be best implemented. 

To many, it’s a sort of eyewash. That 
nothing is going to come of it is a 
commonly touted feeling. To some it’s a 
sort of a victory. But more than 
anything else, in my opinion the decision 
by the Stewards of the RWITC Ltd. 
to consider the matter and look into the 
same is a great achievement in 
itself. It is a step in the right direction 
towards improving the 
relationship between the Jockeys and the 
Establishment.# 








FROM TEE TO GREEN 


ME TEMPO OF YOUR 5WING 15 PETERMINED 
><RLY, IW THE FIRST TWO FEET. A SHOOTM 
AKEAWAY WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY LEAD TO A 
.MOOTW SWING. TRY COUNT! NO 1-2 ON YOUR 
iiCXSWlNO. 


.THE TVO 

OCCURRING AS YOURCLUB 
REACHES El6t^rO'CLOCK. 
THAT WILL GIVE YOU THE 
FLUIDITY YOU HEED. i 
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Lift Right Toe at Ackiress 




T THE TOP OF THE 
iackswino most of 
OUR WEIGHT SHOULD 
SE ON YOUR RIGHT 
^EEL. MAKE THIS 
HOVE EASIER BY 
■iFTiNG YOUR Right 
0£ AT ADDRESS. 


THAT WILL 
^SHIFT YOUR 
■ WEIGHT ONTO 
YOUR HEEL 
AUTOMATICALLY. 
LEAVINu YOU 
FREE TO 
i COWCENTRATE 
I ON MAKING A 
! SMOOTH 
I takeaway. 


riH^ but lK3th l^eet 


k SURE WAY TO RESTRICT 
YOURTURN into THE BACK 
SWING IS TO HAVE YOUR 
RIGHT FOOT TOO SQUARE TO 
THE TARGET UNE. I FEEL 
BOTH FEET SHOULD BE 
TURNED OUT AT THE SAME 
30° ANGLE. 


This makes if 
EASIER FOR YOU 
TO TURN AND 
GET YOUR 
WEIGHT ONTO 
•YOUR RIGHT 
SIDE, 
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Welcome 

Change 


H ero— the letters screamed on 
the cover of the issue dated 27 
March-2 April. The thought that 
immediately came to my mind 
was, that thank God at last Mudar 
Patherya was ‘disillusioned’ with 
cricket, otherwise the heading 
would have still been the same, 
but the accompanying picture 
would be of the ‘Hero’ from the 
other side of the border. 

I braced myself before reading 
the Freewheeling, because I saw 
Mudar ’s name at the end of the 
piece. And before long, (the 
second paragraph) he was back to 
the ‘Hero’ from across the border. 

I started reading and before 
long I was unaware of the other 
passengers staring at this silly 
girl who was smiling all to 
herself. You might be 
‘disillusioned’. Mr Patherya but 
your writing still makes readers 
like me daydream about cricket 
Let’s see your name more 
regularly in the pages of 
Sportsworld. 

JYOTISHUKLA 

Bombay. 

CongratslaBHaHBBHamMBi 

C ONGRATS to Allan Border for 
completing the 9,000 runs in 
I Test cricket. The left-handed 
batsman has always impressed 
with his superb style and his 
match-winning-knocks. Now the 
record of Sunil Gavaskar stands 
,in jeopardy, and maybe this 
tetsman will be the one to break 
that. A record breaker, a 
successful skipper and an 
enthusiastic player, Border will 
always be remembered for the 
service he has rendered 
Australian cricket, and the 
world of cricket in general. 
ABHmUPROY, 

Patna. 

Not a great Idea, 

fllHIS refers to ‘Standpoint* by 
a Raju Mukherjee, where he had 
aired his views regarding the 
changing of apparel in sports, to 


keep in time with the chanj^g 
times, Wearing shorts in cricket 
certainly does not seem to be a great 
idea. Oicket is one sport where the 
orthodoxy of the game has always 
been a matter of pride. 

Maybe Raju Mukheijee is of this 
opinion because he has quit cricket, 
and is now watching a match with 
the big names playing, (but in 
shorts). 

Then you can show the world that 
you are not a MCC (Male cricket 
chauvinist), but a genuine person 
with a mind to modify some of the 
rules in cricket. 

ARTAMISHRA, 

Cuttack. 


T he interview of Woorkeri 
Raman (27 Mar-2nd Apr), done 
by Partab Ramchand, was simply 
superb. The mature way in which 
this young man spoke about his 
difficulties, and about the way he 
was sidelined from the team, was 
impressive. He has been relegated 
to the status of a mere passenger 
on the Indian team. In the 
interview, he was not vindictive at 
any point, but he was very sad 
about the bad deal that had been 
meted out by the authorities. 

The fact, that he has an average 
of 33.54 speaks volumes about his 
talent. This guy can be compared 
to the other elegant left-hander 
in modern cricket, David Gower. 
Maybe now Raman should insist 
on playing in a fixed position and 
not just in whatever position he is 
asked to by the captain. 

Indian cricket is in such a 
pitiable state that a good 
all-rounder like Raman has to be 
grateful if he is given a chance to 
play for the country. But 
nevertheless here is wishing 
Raman all the best, for the 
forthcoming tour. 

K.S. MOHAN. 

Calicut. 


T he banning of Diego Maradona 
by FIFA came as a great shock 
to all the followers of the game. 
After losing the 1990 World Cup, 
he was written off by everyone. He 
should have been careful about his 
image and should have taken 


more pains to play the type of 
soccer that he became famous for 
in the first place. 

But maybe the good thing that 
will come out of this is that the 
other players will now be wary of 
their conduct, both on and off the 
field. FIFA by taking this bold 
decision has proved that no one, 
not even Maradona is above the 
larger interests of the game and 
sportsmanship in particular. 

S. HUSSAIN, 

Dihrugarb. 

Puzzling 

C ONGRATULATIONS to 
Azharuddin for being voted as 
one of Wisden’8 five cricketers of 
the year. But the reasons forwarded 
by Mr. Greame Wright editor, 
Wisden for the non-inclusion of 
Sachin Tendulkar was ready 
puzzling. He is of the opinion that 
sinne Sachin is young he could wait 
for some more time before the 
honour is conferred on him. Maybe 
Mr. Wright has not heard of young 
prodigies like Boris Becker or 
Monica Seles, who were honoured 
when they were very young. 

When Tendulkar was in England 
he mesmerised the country with his 
batting skills, and yet nothing 
happens. 

A.G. BHAGWAT. 

Bombay. 

Ilemoiablel ■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

H ats off to Sportsworld and 
Robin Chatterjee for the superb 
story on Kapil Dev, in the issue 
dated 27 Mar-2 April. It was real 
fun reading about Kapil Dev’s life 
off the field. The novel idea of 
spending a day with a sportsman, 
is welcomed by the readers of the 
magazine. The previous writeup 
on P.T. Usha by Shevlin Sebastian 
also made interesting reading. 

Sportsworld should perhaps ask 
Robin to spend a day with some 
international sports personalities. 
And if he takes off on the idea by 
spending a day with Sabatini, 
then I guess he will not have to be 
paid his normal allowances. The 
prospect of spending a day with 
Gabriela should be incentive 
enough. 

RAJESHMISHRA. 

Cuttack. 



Mia’s Ombir $)ngh (tefQveram 
Iran’s N. Zeinal inma 48 kg bcHit 

anIranianstoa 


N a meet where the rest of the 
participating nations could 
do little against the might of 
the Iranian matmen, a gritty 
and determined Mongolian 
demonstrated how they could 
be conquered. And that occurred in 
the 74 kg weight category of the 
seventh Asian Freestyle Wrestling 
Championships, held at the Indira 
Gandhi Stadium, New Delhi. 

A Seoul Asian Games silver 
medallist, Enh Bayer was pitted 
against the world number two 
Iranian Amir Reza Khudem. But 
nobody in the full house was 
ready to tip the Mongolian as the 
hot favourite. However, in a 
matter of minutes Bayer produced 
the most stunning result of the 
evening 

Sheer courage and initial 
technical superiority gave him the 
confidence to stand up against his 

Jagdfsh Singh struggles against 

Iranian world champion Aii Reza • 
SuleimanI 


opponent. A duck under cross 
hand (a hold which is better 
known as ulti nikal among Indian 
wrestlers) applied by Bayer in the 
opening minute made the 
difference as Amir Reza writhed 
in pain, his shoulder the trouble 


spot. Resuming the bout only 
after minor medical aid and 
trailing 0-3 on points Amir 
Reza—undoubtedly a better 
wrestler— took control by 
applying tlie leg tackle (pat nikal). 
In a simultaneous action, the 










ASIAN FREESTYLE WRESTLING 



SARASWAThi 


VGLEHOLD 


Iranian made a rare comeback by 
applying the side swing (bharan 
dazl to gain two points But this 
was the end of the bout and Bayer 
emerged the winner 
Gan Sun, a silver medallist in 
the 1986 Asiad, was another 
Mongolian who made the golden 
mark in the 90 kg category. But 
he could not produce the thrilling 
show put up by his countryman 
Bayer. Ho won against China's Qu 
Zong Dong with a very 
unimpressive 2-1 margin 
The 90 kg middle heavyweight 
category was another 
disappointment for the Iranians 
where they failed to secure either 
a gold or silver. However, Boland 
Ighbal restored some prestige in 
the Iranian camp by managing a 
bronze after downing Wu Shu 
Sheng of Chinese Taipei within 
seconds of the bout’s start. 

Once Iran started the quest for 
medals, there was no stopping 
them. While it was unbelievable 
that the 57 kg class didn't figure a 


single Iranian in the medal 
standing—Siyavosh Noori 
proving to be the weakest link in 
the mighty Iranian 
(.hain—otherwise there was no 
holding them back. Majid 
Torkans, who is the numero uno 
in the world 52 kg division, and 
Ali Reza Suleimani in the 130 kg 
super heavyweight led their team 
to a high pedestal. The Iranians’ 
eventual haul: seven golds, one 
silver and a bronze. 

It was a pleasure to watch 
Suleimani, the Tokyo world 
champion last year, toy with his 
rivals, including India’s Jagdish 
Singh. But the 21-year-old 
Jagdish Singh, who made a 
creditable international debut by 
reach, ng the super class final, did 
put up a valiant fight. 

The failure of the South 
Koreans and the Chinese was the 
sour point of the meet. Both 
nations having emerged Asian 
powers ai'ter successfully 
conducting their Asian Games, 


South Korea’s only consolation 
was a silver in the 62 kg and the 
82 kg bronze. Likewise, China 
also won only two medals. It was 
North Korea who emerged far 
superior to their Asian 
counterparts. They came to Delhi 
with seven wrestlers and went 
back home with five medals, 
including a gold. 

Although India fared better 
than at the 1989 Tokyo 
championships, a haul of two 
silver medals and a bronze cannot 
be termed as satisfactory. 
Subhash, regarded as the best 
heavyweight wrestler in the 
country, earned his fourth medal 
in as many meets (this time a 
bronze) at the Asian level. But his 
performance was not in keeping 
with his own reputation, a lack of 
stamina showing through crucial 
bouts 

Same was the case with Ombir 
Singh, who won a silver in the 48 
kg class, adding to the silver he 
won at the Beijing Asiad last year. 
Ombir could only secure a ‘sudden 
death’ verdict against China s 
Suyalutu in the group B' finals, 
thus getting a entry into the final 
at the cost of a disqualification of 
the Chinese. Although he put up a 
good fight initially, he could not 
withstand the flurry of attacks by 
Iran’s Nassir Zevnal in the final. 

Overall, the Indian grapplers 
did not live up to expectations. 
Coach Kaj Singh was a 
disappointed man. having 
anticipated a tally of six medals, 
with at least one gold. Wishful 
thinking, it does seem like. 

Commenting on the Indian 
performances, the Iranian team 
manager Ali Sanatkeran, a world 
champion in his time and who has 
seen the talent of Mai wa. Udai 
Chand and Bishanibhav Singh, 
said, “Indians are very good 
wrestlers. They have good 
physiques, strength and stamina 
but they lack speed and technique. 
It is a pity to see the Indians who 
were very good in the past. ’’ The 
Iranian manager went on to point 
out that he didn’t know what 
stalemates the Indians are facing 
but “they need facilities and better 
coaching." 

Brijendra Pandey, Delhi 
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even during the Mohun 
Bagan-FCI engagement at the 
former’s ground had almost led to 
major trouble. Firstly, police 
arrangements wei*e inadequate 
and secondly, like all other 
matches, there was no technical 
bench, thus putting enormous 
pressure on the umpires. And 
still, Mr Kumaresh Sen, the BHA 
secretary would not agree that 
BHA’s efforts left, a lot to be 
desired. 

Coming to umpiring, it was not 
always the best. Most office teams 
allege that big teams like East 
Bengal and Mohun Bagan often 
suc<%ed in “buying” the umpires. 
This allegation is not entirely 
false. Basu Bhattacharya, a young 
man in his late twenties, was 
perhaps one of the umpires who 


stood out on the Maidan. Quite 
firm in his decisions. Basu has a 
certain amount of personality on 
the ground which is very essential 
when officiating crucial matches. 
Bharat Chopra and international 
Gurbax Singh are the other ones 
who are respected on the Maidan, 
but age is no longer on their side. 

FCI, BNR and Mohun Bagan 
apart, another team which 
impressed this year was ERAA. 
They remained unbeaten this year 
and finished with 18 points from 
13 matches—a point less than 
runners-up Mohun Bagan. 

FCI’s fine performance in the 
league centred around Thoiba 
Singh, Ranjit Meetei and Kuljit 
Meetei. All the three are 
Manipuris and they have carved 
out a niche for themselves in the 
local circuit. Bhaskar Anand was 

Food Corporation of India were 
the winners of the Senior 
Division hockey title 


another one who had a good 
season with FCI this year. A short 
corner specialist, the FCI full back 
scored five goals in the league. 

Goals still remain at a premium 
The highest goalgetter’s position 
was shared by three men—Pradip 
Jena of Customs and Davinder 
Singh and Zafrul Hasnanin of 
ERAA. They shared 21 goals 
equally among themselves. 

Davinder still remains one of 
the best players in the local 
league. But the man who had 
really caught the eye was 
Custom's slightly built 
centre-forward Manjinder Singh, 
who was a treat to watch with his 
brilliant stickwork. 

The FCI versus Mohun Bagan 
match actually decided the league 
championship. FCI simply needed 
a draw, while Bagan had to win. 
But Thoiba sealed Mohun Bagan's 
fate in the fifth minute of the 
game with a fine goal scored off 
an indirect penalty corner hit. 





















































17INEETA JALAN claimed the 
V “Yoga Samragyi” title while 
Ritesh Kumar was declared "Yoga 
Samrat" in the Chotanagpur Yoga 
Championships held here 
recently. 




Ritesh Kumar (left) and Vineeta 
Jalan were the winners in the 
Chotanagpur Yoga 
Championships 

Altogether more than 250 
participated in the championships 
organised by Paramhans 
Yoganand Yogashram and 
Chotonagpur Yoga Assembly 
jointly. 

Chief guest Mr P. N. Singh, Dy. 
Director, Physical Education 
(Tribal Area Bihar) gave away the 
prizes while Dr Maiiendra Kumar 
Roy. director Paramhans 
Yoganand Yogashram delivered 
the vote of thanks. 

Anil Kumar Singh 


M.ADRAS 
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T he 11th Federation Cup 
kabaddi tournament held at 
Salem was badly affected with the 
last minute withdrawal, due to 
various reasons, of some of the top 
teams in the country. These 
included champions Services, 


runners-up Railways, Punjab and 
Delhi in the men’s seetuin and 
Hyderabad, Punjab, Vidarbhaand 
Goa in the women’s section. 

According to A.K Saha, 
secretary. Amateur Kabaddi 
Federation of India Services 
sought postponement because the 
dates clashed with the 
Inter-Command nu^et But the 
other teams reportedly did not 
even bother to inform the 
organi.sers about their decision to 
withdraw from the five-day meet. 

Upset at the behaviour of the 
conc-erned teams, Saha said that 
the AKFI would contemplate 
disciplinary action. “We will 
definitely take action” he told 
reporters. “The disciplinary 
committee will find out viable 
ways to deal with the problem”. 

The tournament, supposed to 
feature the top eight teams in the 
last nationals at 'Vijayawada and 
expected to provide keen fare was 
thus robbed of much glamour. 

The championship was reduced to 
a six team event in the men’s 
section and a five team event in 
the women’s section. The 
tournament which was to have 
been played on a league cuiri 
knock-out basis with the top two 











teams from eaoh pool entering the 
semi finals was finally played on a 
round-robin involving all the 
teams with the top two teams 
contesting the final. 

At the end of it all, Maharashtra 
men and Railways women 
emerged triumphant. 
Maharashtra rallied to beat 
Karnataka 23-18 while Railways 
took the title for the eighth year in 
a row beating Maharashtra 32-11 
in the finals. 

In both the finals the losers led 
initially. In the men’s event 
Karnataka were ahead 11-3 and in 
the women’s. Maharashtra raced 
to a 4-0 lead. In both cases the 
ultimate winner staged a fine 
rally to win. 

Kerala and Bengal exchanged 
third and fourth places in the two 
eV’ents. In the men’s event Kerala 
scored a narrow 14-13 victory 
over Bengal while in the women’s 
event Bengal were too good for 
Kerala winning 54-13. 

Partab Ramchand 


TRIVANDRUM 


6. V. Raja 


I N a see-saw affair, Titanium 
Trivandrum beat Kerala State 
Electricity Board (KSEB) to 
emerge champions in the second 
edition of the All India G. V. Raja 
Gold Cup Volleyball tournament 
held at the Jimmy George Indoor 
Stadium I'ecently. 

The eventual champions took 
two hours to down KSEB in a well 
fought match. KSEB took an early 
lead (7-1) in the opening game. 

But some wayward shots at this 
stage cost KSEB the set 13-15. 
KSEB spearheaded by 
international Johnson Jacob 
struck back to take the second set 
at 15-12. Binu Joseph with fine 
placing shots helped Titanium to 
bag the third set 15-9. The fourth 
set (15-3) was a cakewalk for 
KSEB. The final set saw both the 
teams fighting tooth and nail. 
Titanium won the set 15-13. For 
Titanium Dannikutty David 
excelled. 

Earlier, Titanium and KSEB 
won their semi-final matches in 



Titanium were the 
winners of the All-India G.V. 
Raja volleyball tournament 

contrasting styles. Titanium 
shocked holders and Federation 
Cup champions Kerala Police m a 
live setter, 16-14, 13-15, 15-3, 
9-15, 15-7. 

While K.S.E.B. beat Southern 
Railways in straight sets 15-10, 
15-12,15-11. 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


CUTJACK 


maliab Holuaiy 
Hodiey 


R evenue Cup champions and 
Beighton Cup runners-up 
Electrical Mechanical 


Engineering (EME), Jalandhar 
won their ninth title of the year 
when they beat South Eastern 
Railways 3-2 in the finals of the 
3rd All India Bhairab Mohan ty 
Gold Cup hockey tournament heli 
at the Barabati Stadium. Cuttack, 
recently. 

After a barren first half the 
Jalandhar outfit scored twice 
within three minutes. Raja 
Kachhap received a cross in front 
of the rival citadel and neatly 
placed the ball beyond the 
Railways goalkeeper. Centre 
forward Kamal Kachhap 
increased the margin to 2-0 when 
he pushed home another cross 
from right winger A.R. Sindhe. 

However, the Railway men 
fought back gallantly thanks to 
the pep talk from their coach and 
former Olympian, Joginder 
Singh. EME’s defensive tactics to 
maintain their lead went awry as 
SE Railway’s methodical and 
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were 19 matches in all. which 
pi’oducecl as many as 90 goals. 

E Kiro, the dynamic Onssa 
Police forward, with 9 goals was 
the top scorer He also had the 
distinction of achieving the only 
haltrick of the tournament 
Runner-up SE Rly received the 




The EME squad were the 
winners of the Bhairab Mohanty 
Gold Cup hockey tournament 

Tarique Hussain 'J’rophy while 
Orissa Police was adjudged the 
beat disciplined team 

Sanaten Pani 


vibrant attack started yielding 
results After three abortive 
penalty corners S Pi adhari scoi-ed 
a field goal to reduce the margin 
to 2-1. Nine minutes later, the 
umpire awai-ded a stroke i u 
favour of SE Rly as one the EME 
defenders unlawfully ob.structed 
the eighth penalty corner and 
JM.A. Surinconverted it 
nonchalantly to restore parity. 

' When the match was getting- 
closer to the tie-reaker J. Tiru 
struck the match winnei’ for EME 
in the 14th minute of the extra 
time. His booming penalty corner- 
hit the target like a bullet. 

The 12-day tournament, 
organised by the Barabati 
Cultural Union attracted 20 teams 
from different parts of the 
country. Earlier in the semifinals, 
E^ME overwhelmed Orissa Police 
4-0 while SE Rly got the better of 
Calcutta Electrical Supply 
Corporation (CESC) 2-1, There 


\ li A i\i fiH i it 


BOMBAY 


Sports Book Released 


Mohd. Azharuddin relMMs, "Sachincredible”, • book written by noted 
broadcaster and aportswrlter, Nareha Bhogle (left). The book is a 
compilation of reports published in Mid*Day on India’s tour to England 
in 1990. Tm book Iwe been pubiiohed by Marine Sporta. 


















ALL IN THE GAME 










Sheep Racing? 


Baa. Baa! 


H orse racing is certainly not up everyone’s 
street, so for all those who are feeling a bit 
left out, here’s something novel; sheep 
racing! This fascinating sport has been 
introduced at Abbotsham (where else but in 
Ei^land) in Devon. 

The RSPCA (fortunately) has approved of the 
concept and the organisers say modestly that 
this is, “England’s most imaginative and 
entertaining tourist attraction’’. Participants 
for the race—and we’re not refering to the 
sheep—can become owners for a day. The 
standard racing distance has been set at 
one-third of a mile. 

^ place your bets, ladies and gentlemen. 


Nude Relays 


A bizarre ‘taJce-off 


a UITEafew 
sinister 

developments have 
been taking place at 
the University of 
Florida I’ecently, but 
there’s one that really 
takes the cake. A 
series of ‘nude relays’ 
were run by athletes 
from lO different 
universities in the 
4Sth annual Florida 
relays. 

Tlie incident which 
shocked many was 
reported to John 
Lombardi, president 
of the University of 
Florida but he, 
himself, was 
unperturbed by the 
fact that such a scene . 
had taken place in his , 
campus. About 45 
men and women took 
part in the relays. The 
participants ran on 
an unlighted track 
and there were no 
photos and officials to 
keep time. 

“That’s a bizarre 
takeoff, no pun 


intended, on 
streaking,” Lombardi 
said. He was equally 
surprised to hear that 
this had happened 
last year too, and 
nobody had told him. 

“But next year I’ll be 
more vigilant,” 
Lombardi said. 
“Maybe they’ll issue 
me an invitation. I 
don’t know if I’ll run, 
but I’d come and 
watch.” 

For the sporting 
public, it would 
suffice to know that 
contenders from 
Villanova University 
took the title. 




It stinks! 


T he yanks are 

known for their 
hype and hoopla 
but someti mes even 
the most finely 
choreographed 
commercials go awry. 
Check this out. 

During a time-out 
at the Miami Heat 
basketball game 
recently, Burnie, a 
team mascot, chased 
a performer during 
the time-out 
commercials—who 
was dressed as an 
Arab. Burnie caught 
himin the middle of 
the court, beat him up 


and led him away by a 
hangman’s noose. 

And what did they 
call the commercial? 
Good taste special. 








For God's sake! 


rCometoMass 


elision and soccer go band tai band tai Italy—we tbougbt 
|e everyone knew that But not tai tbe case of Pietro Paolo 
A vVlrdls, no sir. Virdl could safely be labelled as a heretic by 
the Italian clergy. 

k forward who plays for the Lecce football dub, Virdls was 
banned from training and relegated to tbe substitute’s bench 
after he refused to go to a spei^ Hass to pray that his dub 
stayed In the first division. Tbe hapless player Incurred the 
wrath of his coach, who accused him of ‘spiritual Intransl^oe’. 
Be can how onlv look tai God for redemntlon. 













SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BYHASHAZULLO 



JACK M£AUUFFE SIMPLY REPUSEO 
TO COUNTOUT APLOORet? BOKER IN A 19?0 
MATCH' jimmy 0'6ATTV KNOCKED PACKET 
MCFARLAND DOWN RX)RTIMES, 6UTEACH 
TIME THE REF LET MIM 6ET UP WITHOUT A 

c:ooNT' 

AFTER MCFARLAND WAS DECKED FOR 
THE FlFTUTlME, THE REFEREE WAITED 
nearly 10 WUNUtES 6EFbR£ FINALLY 
DEaARlM6 MCFARLAND KAYOEO/ 

1990 tr bu Mibd tv tt«i - «... 

Al ft o'Tl HitWJVoJ _ 



IN 1966, AT A TOWN FAIR IN PANAMA, 
BETTORS CLAIMED THERE Va,!ASONE 
OPPONENT WHO <3DUUD TAKE FUTURE 
Ll^&HTWeiC'HT ^HAMP ROBERTO 
PURAH'S BEsr^MOTANO RE/viA\N 
5TANDIW<&. PORAN TOOK THE ♦lO 
BET AMD DEPVEREP A RIC-MT TO 
tWE HEAP. DOWN VJEMT HIS OP- 
FDMEMT... A WORSE/ 

199L Trkui« Med4 c 

2*15 All R Qhts R«iprv»cl 


MRESTONES 




WON: By Monica Seleb the Vir gima Slims, ol 
Houston tennis tournament She dcitatod Mai y 
Joe Fernandez 6-4 6 3 
POSTPONED: The World Cup Amateur Boxmg 
Tournament at Lagos It will now be held from 
July 21 to 28 instead oi May 5 to 12 


PROBABLE That South Alncamiglit lx it (.ill^ d 
iiitotheOHmpu m jvpint>i.t bv Jul-\ 91 
OPERATED H(dv> weight b('Ml 1 laiiklh uno loi a 
toinictina 

JOINING CTauditit anmgia olAigi.ntuit the 
Italian first di\ ision c lub I it.>i t nt na lot a rt ixu ted 
6 7 million dollai s 

RESCINDED BythellLl'A tin tianagavnst 
Livciptiol that wasoii ff)j tin pastOitars Tlu\ 
will be back in tlu Fui opean ( otnjx I it.on linm tin 
next season 

WON BvRos 1 Motd thf I ondon Maiallum Mola 
t Itxkeda tiin'iifi nf 2 his 2bmi'i'- aiuMlstis 

RENAMED The nt w Iv planned 1 1 dt- latuai C np 
hot kev foul nament totln Pepsi t up 
WON ByJaliangit Khan Hit Bntish t>,x i Sijuash 
men itilU foi aietoid 10thtime Intidtil li\ 
jv linen s t haiiipion Lisa Opit lietanu t'lctnsi 
h ime winner oi thethampionship in loyeais 

ADJOURNED B\ iht Dtlhi Hight ouit alitaiiugon 
the case tiled by Hainan r,.nnb.i m protest against 
the ban slammed on him h\ tht BC (I till 
December 31 

DEFEATED Ix'anderPaesm the Lpson Singapore 
Open tenrus championship b\ Glen Mithibata of 
Canada Paes Lad rncidentally defeated Wally 
Mdsur of Aust i aha in his car her match 
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STAmmO CUP FOOTBALL 


MOHAMMEDAN SC WIN 


Nigerians Play 
Lead Role 


C alcutta's Mohammedan 
Sporting traversed a rocky 
path to reach the final of the 
Stafford Cup. But. in the 
battle for the top honours they 
emerged victorious thanks to 
their “Black Power”. Their 
Nigerian duo skipper Chibuzor 
and Christopher—struck a goal 
apiece to guide them to victory 
over Hindustan Aeronautics 
Sports Club seniors, the 
Bangalore Senior Division League 
champions, easily the most 
consistent outfit in fray. 

The quality of football in the 
entire tournament failed to match 
its status—dubbed as one of the 
eight premier tournaments in the 
country by the All India Football 
Federation. None of the famous 
teams. except Mohammedan SC. 
who too fielded a hotch-potch 
combination, graced the 
tournament, which was wrongly 
timed—clashing with the 
Bandodkai' tournament in Goa 
and also with the Inter-State and 
inter-club transfers. 

Eight teams were seeded 
directly into the quarter-final 
league. They were joined by two 
teams from the qualifying round 
to make it a lO-team affair—two 
groups of five teams each. 

Group ‘A’ consisted of Titanium 
Sports Club. SAI Delhi. ITl 
Seniors. Hindustan Aeronautics 
Sports Club Juniors and Bank of 
India. Bombay. 

Group ‘B’ teams were: 
Mohammedan Sporting. 

Hindustan Aeronautics Sports 
ClubSenior. Marmagao Port 
Trust. Goa. State Bank of India. 
Madras and ITI Juniors. 

While Titanium and SAI 


4 


qualified for the lound of four 
from Group ‘A’, with six and five 
points each. HASC Seniors and 
Mohammedan advanced from 
Group ‘B' with seven and six 
points, respectively. 

Titanium, fielding a 
comparatively new side played 
well only in patches, their best 
display coming against SAI whom 
they trounced 3-1. The most 

The jubilant 
Mohammedan Sporting 
side with the Stafford 
Cup: hard-earned victory 


impressive player in their rank 
was young striker P.S. Asheem 
who struck a couple of superb 
goals. 


SAI was a revelation. The fact 
that it was not the lack of talent 
but the sheer callousness of the 
men at the helm that has brought 
about Indian football’s downfall 
was further stressed by the 
Special Area Games Scheme. Raw 
talent picked up mainly from the 
North Eastern States, has showed 
signs of promise. It was indeed a 








creditable performance by the 
lads, most of them in the 
age-group of 16-20. In fact, the 
best goal of the tournament came 
from the boot of SAI right 
wingback Sachindra. against 
Bank Of India. 

Local giants ITI Seniors had a 
disastrous run. But then they 
keep losing players every year 
during the inter-State transfers. 
However they have nobody but 
themselves to blame for the 
present predicament. They should 
certainly show belter 
management techniques when it 
comes to maintaining a team. 

The other teams in the group, 
the Harwood League champions 
Bank olTndia and HASC Juniors 
failed to impress though the 
baiikmen fared better than ITI 
Seniors. 

The Group ‘B’ matches too did 
not rise to any dizzy heights. 

HASC seniors and Mohammedan 
were involved in a 1 - t draw when 
they met each other in the 
quarter-final league, arguably, 
the best match in the group All 
other matches, barring the 



MPT-Mohammedan clash, failed 
to evoke any response among the 
crowd. The MPT-Mohammedan 
match had to be abandoned five 
minutes before close as the Goans 
refused to continue the game 
following the referee’s refusal to 
uphold their protest against bad 
light. The Goans, for whom it was 
the first match, trailed 0-1 at that 
time, but were threatening to tear 
apart the Mohammedan defence 
with some fast and incisive moves. 
The tournament committee 
awarded the match to the Calcutta 
side with two goals and two 
points. MPT never really got 
themselves involved in their 
subsequent fixtures. 

The Madras bankmen too had 
nothing much to offer to the 
Bangaloreans. They too fielded a 
side comprising tried and tested 
veterans like Ranjith, Benny. 
Mohammed Amjad. Ricky Brown 
and the like. 

The final match was a 
well-contested one till about 10 
minutes before the end when some 
unsavoury incidents sparked off 
crowd violence. The furious crowd 
set ablaze the temporary stand.s 

Mohammedan'. playing 
without their most impressive 
player, defender Rahmathullah. 
started off on a promising note, 
coming up with some fast moves, 
spearheaded by Chibuzor. But the 
HASC defence, marshalled well by 
stopper Khaleel. thwarted them 
confidently. HASC also fashiond 
some counter-attacks, which too 
were muzzled by the 
Mohammedan defence. 

The status quo was broken by 
Christopher in the 20th minute as 
he blasted home a power-packed 
right footer from the top of the 
box following a one-two wi;!» 
Mushtaq Ali. However, before din 
and bustle settled down. HASC 
were on par. linkman Ravi Kumar 
firing home a Somu lob from the 
right which beat the entire 
Mohammedan defence 

As the match progressed both 
teams became more cautious, 
though HASC were seen more in 
the attack. Yet everything pointed 
to extra-time and a possible 
shoot-out. But then came the 
Mohammedan match-winner. 



almost like a bolt fi-om the blue. A 
miscued lob from HASC defender 
Roberts landed into his own box. 
catching goalkeeper Basheer and 
stopper Khaleel by surprise 
Chibuzor who followed the flight 
of the ball too caught them 
napping as he came up with a 
stunning header to steer the ball 
home. 

Ecstatic as he was Chibuzor 
came to the sidelines and danced 
in joy In the proccs.s. he made 
some obscene gestures as well, 
which annoyed the crowd 

Then came another act of 
indiscipline from medio I'areed. 
who kicked the ball wildly into the 
stands even as he was being 
replaced. And to cap it all there 
was a skirmish on the ground 
involving Mohammedan 
assistant coach Aslam Khan who 
went into the pitch to attend to an 
injured player All these 
infuriated the crowd who pelted 
whatever came handy to them at 
the Mohammedan bench. 

However, the match continued, 
but the crowd refused to leave the 
stadium until the Police got into 
their “act" 

The final day s crowd, about 
20.000. proved that there is no 
lack of patronage for the game in 
Bangalore Even for a tournament 
with a depleted field, there was 
support from the public But then 
what ails Bangalore football? Lack 
of imagination and integrity on 
the part of administrators is the 
sole reason for the downfall of 
Karnataka football which had a 
glorious past. 

Jaya Kumar, Bangalore 








B ig brother Diego 
Maradona is 
banned from 
playing football 
for 15 months, but 
that’s the smallest of 
Hugo Maradona's 
woes. 

Four years ago he 
held onto his 
brother’s shirt tails 
and followed him to 
Napoli, but since the 
club didn't have place 
for another foreign 
player they had 
loaned him out to 
various clubs over the 
last few yeai'S. 

The initial response 
to take Hugo 
Maradona was very 
good because he was a 
carbon copy of his 
brother on the soccer 
field, but the latest 


SPORTING 


Interesting snippets from the 


world media that we normally 


don’t get to hear about^.. 


assessment made by 
the coach of his 
current club. Rapid 
Vienna seems to 
contradict this 
opinion. 

He said. “If anybody 
imagines this is Diego 
Maradona playing 
here, they should fly 
down to Naples to see 
the real thing. This is 
Hugo Maradona a 
good team player, no 
more, who has a lot to 
learn.” 

In the 29 matches 
that he has played for 
Rapid Vienna he has 
only scored three 
goals and this has 
resulted in the club 
asking him to leave. 

So while one 
brother is banned the 
other is out of a job. It 
looks like the 
Maradona clan is into 
bad times. About time 
they went back to 
Argentina. 


I A HEAVY PRICE 


B ARCELONA’S 
motorists are 
paving a very heavy 
price for staging the 
1992 Olympics. With 
central Barcelona 
little more than a 
huge building site, 
300,000 cars jam the 
roads into the city 
every weekend, 
queues stretch for 
approximately 44 
into the country. 
According to 
statistics, Barcelona 
has 420 oars for every 
1,000 residents, and 
this is believed to be 
the highest figure in 
the world. 

From July, 
motorists will face a 

Graham Gooch and five 
others have been offered 
a lucrative deal by the 
TCCB to stop them from 
playing unonical series 
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Trouble seems to be 
houndino the Maradona 
clan. First Diego 
Maradona gets banned 
and then his brother, 
Hugo loses his job! 


reduction in the city’s 
sp^ limits, from 60 
to 50 Kms per hour, 
and stringent trafHc 
fmes ranging from $ 
200 to $ 400. 

It is hoped that the 
restrictions plus a 
, new road network 
will improve traffic 
flow by 16 per cent. 
Entrance to the city 
by car during the 
Olympics may also be 
on a rota basis. 


TCCBGETS SMART 


I T looks like the 
TCCB are finally 
waking up and 
making an effort to 


stop their cricketers 
from playing 
unofficial series. 

Six English 
cricketers, including 
captain Graham 
Gooch, have been 
offered special 
‘winter’ contracts 
worth up to E20.000 
($35,000) each to stop 
them from joining 
unofficial 

end-of-season tours 
abroad. 

Under the deal, 
offered by the TCCB. 
the players will be 
paid for an official 
winter tour even if 
they are unable to 
take part. 

The others who 
have been offered this 


deal are. vice-captain 
Allan Lamb, Mike 
Atherton. Angus 
Frazer. Devon 
Malcolm and Jack 
Russel. 

The TCCB took 
exception to England 
players taking part in 
an unofficial series 
against West Indies in 
Toronto and New 
York last year and 
said that the players 
risked injuries which 
would jeopardise the 
official tour of 
Australia. 

TCCB spokesman 
Peter Smith said all 
six had expressed 
their willingness to 
accept the principle of 
the contract although 


none of them have 
signed up yet 


STUPID RULE 


W AYNE RAINEY, 
the world 500 cc 
motorcycling 
champion, is none too 
happy at the change 
of rules which will 
allow a rider to 
discard his worst two 
results in the year's 
comjpetition for the 
world title. 

“It is a stupid rule. 
It’s handicapping the 
constant rider who 
doesn’t fall off,’’ said 
the Californian who 
was in the top three 
positions in all, but 
one race last year. 
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THE QUESnC 



1. ) Cricketer Madan Lai has 
a hobby, which has 
nothing to do with sport. He is 
so good at it that he even 
appeared on television 
demonstrating his expertise. 

In what? 

Cooking. 

2. ) “Before amber turns to red, 
they should know when to stop 
the car or take it forward. ” 

Who said this about whom? 

Sunil Gavaskar about players 
retiring. 

3. ) “This is the,land of the 
Garden of Eden and this is the 
land where Abraham was 
born. How could it be 
bombed?” Which sportsman 
said this about Baghdad 
during the recent Gulf War? 
Muhammad Ali. 

4. ) Something very unique 
happens on the Calcutta 
football grounds of the Big 


Three maidan clubs on Poila 
Baisakh. (Bengali New Year.) 
What? 

Puja is done to the goalposts. 

5. ) In which game might you 
have to ‘lug’? 

Tops. 

6. ) Who said this to the Skypak 
Man: “And you thought you 



were the only one who could 
smile while moving at record 
breaking speed.” 

Flo Jo. 


7.) What was Abdul Qadir 
referring to when he said. “It 
has fascinated many ladies in 
England”? 

His bowling action. 




The champion team: Jadavpur University (VV). 
Jayadita Gupta, Soumyadip Chowdhury, Jaldeep 
Mukherjee ana Joy Bhattacharya 
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8.) When Daley Thompson won 
the gruelling decathlon event 
at the Moscow Olympics in 
1980, referring to something 
he said, “It was the biggest 
problem I had over the two 
days”. What was he referring 
to? 

Providing a urine sample for 
the drug test. It took him till 2 
a.m. the following morning. 



A selection of questions from the 
Sportsworld Round-Table Gtuiz for 
the Dunlop Spectrawide Trophy 
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9. )According to Khuswant 
Singh, who is the most 
beautiful sportswoman in 
India? 

Madhumita Singh Bisht. 

10. )Name the venue where a 
complete day of Test cricket 
has been lost the most number 
of times? 

Old Trafford. 

11 .)Bored at home, what game 
Alfred Butts invent? 

Scrabble. 

12. ) Formula One racing 
driver Ayrton Senna is known 
for his unpredictability. What 
did Senna give fellow driver 
Nelson Piquet as a wedding 
gift? 

Two resounding slaps because 
Piquet married Senna’s 
ginfriend. 

13. ) Which is the only sport in 
which it is illegal to play left 
handed? 

Polo. 

14. ) What was significant 


about Kamesh Krishnan’s 
presence in the Davis Cup 
doubles match against 
Indonesia in Jaipur? 

It was his debut. 

15. ) When John McEnroe won 
a tournament in Basel in 1990, 
he became the second man 
after Stan Smith to accomplish 
a Wstoric feat. What? 

Winning titles in three 
decades—70s, 80s, and 90s. 

16. ) I’ve been in Sports 
Illustrated not because my 
grandfather won the US Open, 
but because I was a swimsuit 
roecial model. Who am I? 
Kooke Shields. 

17. ) The first authorised 
biography by Richard Evans 
on John McEnroe was titled 
‘The Rage For Perfection’. The 
book was updated and 
re-released last summer under 
a different title. What? 

Taming The Talent. 

18) In horse racing, how is a 
sweep stakes race different 
from any ordinary race? 











In a sweepstakes race the 
contestants pay an entry fee 
and that forms a part of the 
stake or prize money for the 
winner, 

19 Martina Navratilova has 
Killer Dog, Steffi Gi-af has 
Max. Who has Don Corleone'^ 

Kapil Dev. That’s the name of 
his pet dog. 

20) In woi'ld football who are 
known as ‘the trio of death 

The Dutch trio who also play 
for AC Milan. Rudd Gullit, 
Frank Rijkaard and Marco van 
Basten. 

21) Which sportsman was 
knighted by the Queen at a 
racecourse? 

Sir Garfield Sobers. 

22) ituJy dominated the world 
bridge championsliips from 
1957 to 1975. Their 
domination ended ironically 
when the authorities 
introduced an innovation. 
What innovation^ 

Screens were introduced at 
tables so that a player couldn't 
see, communicate or hear his 
partner. 

23) Which famous cricketer 
had the habit of roaming 
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around the dressing room in 
the nude? 

Colin Cowdrey 


I None. He does not drink. 

i 26) What in the cricked media 
I is known as ‘the Cardus 
j Gallery'? 


24) Of which team did Sir I 

Donald Bradman say, "Their i it is the commentary box at 
scores are like cricket scores"? Old Trafford. 

The Indian hockey team of the 27) Who was nommated Man 
40s. ofltaha‘90’? 


25) Like so many Australian 
cricketers before him. the 
burly fast bowlei* Merv Hughes 
endorses an Australian brand 
of beer. But what actually i s 
his favourite brand of beer? 


No. of teams: A record number of 150 teams from colleges, schools, clubs 
and mercantile firms took part. Each team consisted of four members. 
Final; After two days of qualifiers, nine teams made the final, Hindi High 
School, Don Bosco School Park Circus, St. Michael’s School Patna, HTA, 
Duncans Tea, Dalhousie Institute, Rotract Club Salt Lake, Jadavpur 
University (Others), and Jadavpur University (VV). 

After three hours of quizing which included questions from quizmasters 
Neil O’Brien, Tiger Pataudi, sambaran Banerjee, Manoi Kothari, Subrata 
Bhattacharya, Debashree Roy, Gurbax Singh, Saurav Ganguly, Pranab 
Roy, Akhtar Ali and Arun Lai, JU (VV) took the Dunlop spectrawide trophy 
from Mr. Srivatsa of Dunlop and carried away the goodies. 

1st: Ju (VV): Jayadita Gupta, Soumyadlp Chowdnury, Jaideep Mukhedee and 
Joy Bhattacharya 

2nd; JU (Others); Delekumar Mitra, Raj Shekhar Saha, Jayanta Banerjee, 
Rattindra Basu 

3rd:DI Francis Groser, Stanley David, R.M. Sen and B. Zachariah. 


Luca De Montezemello, the 
organiser of the world cup and 
no football player. 

28) Who scored the most 
numbei' of header goals at the 
world cup last year? 

Tomas Skhuravy 

29) Edberg-Pickard, 
Lendl-Roche, Becker-Pilic. 
Tomas Muster and.... 

Jimmy Connors. These are all 
coach-players. 

30) In Sportsworld’s 1990 year 
and issue five sportsmen were 
nominated as the success of 
the year. Four were Ravi 
Shastri, V. Anand, Schillachi, 
and Leander Paes. Who was 
the fifth? 

Waqar Younis 






WORLDOF GOLF 


ALES’ 
most 
promin¬ 
ent 

golfer, 
Ian 

Woosnam. Twenty-six 
tournament wins 
around the world. The 
highest money-earner in 
the European continent, 
A vital cog in the 
victorious Europe Ryder 
team. Yet he could never 
claim to be the best golf 
player in the world. How 
could he—at none of the 
four Grand Slam 
championships was his 
name on the winner’s 
board. No, Ian Woosnam 
without a major to his 
credit was just any 
other golfer. 

The Welshman has 
been bent on proving the 
world wrong—that he 
canwinaBig 
One-e^ieciaily now. 

That people were saying 
Woosnam’s time was 
Tunning out at 33. When 
won his first 
AzUerican Circuit 
tournament in March 
this year at New Orleans 
perhaps he began to 
believe the jinx was 
broken—that he could 
win in America. 

Opdayoneatttie 
Masters his 
performance Was 
atrocious.. .nowhere in 
Bi^t. He looked a littie 

subdued... he thought 
he's lost another chance. 
The following day 
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The current champton of 
the Augusta Masters Ian 
Woosnam who is the 
highest money earner In 
Europe 
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Subhash Sarcar 










scenario 
changed. 
Woosnam was 
hirilliant. His 
iron shots 
precise and 
superiir 
espe^ally in 
the back nine. 
He outdiieliad 
Watson with 
:follr’- ■ 

' crdhseciitive 
birdies, missed.^ 
the hejcttwo' ‘ 
aiyowly to" 
nallytakea 
precarious 
one-shot lead 
overthe 
Americaii . 
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Seve Sallesteros, bnea 
Ciiram’t loni crusader, 
to in trouble on the edge 
of the. 12tti green during 
the |9fe9^aon Grand 
Prtt 

, s 

WDQsruuninade ‘ - 

tremandqms progress, , 

cha&iifionship stuff. 




Twice Masters and 
Brll4sh Open winper' ‘ 
Briton Nick Faldo was 
not in his element. 
Spain’eMafio Jose 
CAazahal, if^meffdans 
. haiu:^ Wedkip and 
veteran Tom Watson 
were Woosnazp’s 
strongs^oontender. 

So wha,t? On day tjhi^. 






the whole scenario - ^ 
Chaaged.'>Woo8nam was 
brilliant. His iron,shots 
were preoiKJihd superb, 
'e8piiciaUyin.thebaote, ' ‘ 
nine. He outdii^Ue^ 
Watson with, ibur: 
consecutive birdies,' ; ^ 
missed the next twp 
i)aiTowly tp finally talce 

a ^iMHshot;, 




, lead over the Aihef lean- • 
'■ BowhenW^Dpenam 
took Utelead newsroeh 
: asked him how he felt? 
"As kfiPont*runner in a 
ma(j,br. I don’tkintetir. The 
only iJiiingJ,gottodp|,, 

maijotf;'*theWjBlahman, 
confessed. - v 
^ Ifediait. Fii^. 3^. 




Wtyi0r 


u ■ ' ifi', ‘ 


■ the top. And yet a^ny' 
ip thp n^ipepKhe 
. iJesoe^tbegihd.'Hd 
WBtdtels ip checked. 
ailehoe ak his position 
becomes kpown;. ;thera- 
ianpPhfpos.’ThS ' 
struggle to continue for 
the numero uno place 
would end in futility, , . , 
because the new ones, ''. 
the young ones, _, 
everyone is too good for 
. .him. The gloom is there 
illright bat his peers ^ 
willnev^ forger his . ' 
enthralling brUlance y; . 

. and the.enfertainment 
he^ given them.' iWt ^ ' 
the legacy of Severiaho 
Bairesteros. 

The Spaniard 
entertained the golfing 
, fraternity with hiS s ' 
swashbuckling drives 
and his precision puttB[ 
on the various courses 
around the world. He 
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had become the sixth^ 
European to win th4'r . 

' Masters^ Even v^t Toip 
Watson said before the.. 
final rpunj^that Tiij • 

ol^^jamtivlser'’didii‘’t ' 
brnKsanydifferenb^^ , i 

. 

N O One in apy 

indiYitoal sport • ' ; 
rentes penhEneniSytat.' 


Twotlniss' 
MaklMt 
« Winner Mic^t 
^Sldd^stnkas 
, birdie 

to win . 

OifllMfl 
, , .pitisn 
; •^Maftere 
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was masterful. In fact, 
he was the lone crusader 
to chalienge the might 
of the arrogant 
Americans.. .eventually 
bringing European 
golfers into the 
limelight. 

Itallbegpnwhen 
Ballesteros,only 
2&-years-old, <»ptured 
his first British Open 
title at Lytham in 1979, 
and without mincing 
wcvds,. had told the 
vidiole world that his 
triumph in England was 
not just for Spain but all 
of Europe. Diplomatic 
perhaps not, but a 
passionate statement of 
intent. 

That British Open win 
made all the difference. 

It was a warning to the 
Americans whoSe 
' dominance in the sport 
was then 

unquestionable.. .a 
domination that allowed 
the Yanks to take 
occasional digs at their 
cotmterparts across the , 
Atlantic. But then 
Ballesteros emerged as 
Europfs lethal weapon. 

Ballesteros shrugged 
off his amateur Status in 
1974 and made his 
maiden appearance in 
the modern PGA 
European Tour the 
following year. He was 
the flag-bearer of 
Eiiropean brilliance. 

And his intense 
competitiveness paved 
the way for his 
continental colleagues 
to strive for more 
excellence. And not 
supri singly, it was this 
superb collective thrust 
that gave Europe 
successive Ryder Cup 
victories! 

Indeed Seve’s 
influence was not 
limited to his 
remarkable 46 
European wins, his five 
Grand Slams and his 
sixty triumphs 


world-wide, but also 
included his ' 

inspirational Ryder 
Cup wins. 

If Ballesteros’s play 
instilled confidence in 
the European players, 
his unquestioned 
brilliance also enhanced 
the Europeai) Circuit 
which wasfast gaining' 
in Status and was no 
longer a poor relation 
(money and image) to 
the US Circuit. Now even 
the Americans were 
trying their luck'on the 
European courses. And 
likewise European 
golfers were proving 
their class on American 
soil. And recently when 
Ian Woosnam of Wales 
won the USF&G Classic, 
he became the 19th 
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wBlIviteros^ 

only 

^-yoars-oMf' 
capturod’lfis 
firetBHtiah 
Open title at 
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1979, and 
without 
mincing 
words, nad 
told the whole 
world that his 
triumph in 
England was 
not {ust for 
Spain but all of 
Europe. 
Diplomatic 
perhaps not, 
but a 

passionate 
statement of 
intent 
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European player to win 
a US tournament 
But Ballesteros’s “79 
British Open crown was 
not Europe’s only 
answer to the American 
challenge. Tony Jacklin, 
Europe’s Ryder Cup 
non-plAying captain had 
a decade earlier won the 
TJS Opan and remains 
the only European to 
have accomplished this 
rare felit. But 
Ballesteros had more 


potential.. .and the 
Eighties saw his 
contemporaries like Ian 
Woosnam, Nick Faldo. 
Sandy Lyle and: 
Bernhard Langer add to 
the European boom. In 
fhct, they were the 
“Paaoh F&ndavas ” of 
Europe’s successes. 
While four of them won 
twelve major 
championships 
collectively Woosnam '• ■ 
t'his month has added to 


that total with his 
Masters win. 

However, the current 
scene looks quite topsy 
turvy Unpredictable. 
Inconsistent. All of them 
are close challenges. 

Last year, the ‘Great 
White Shark’ Greg 
Norman and Nick Faldo 
had performed solidly. 
But Faldo is way ahead. 
In fact, Faldo is not 
dominating by winning 
the most number of 


1987 Ryder Cup: A 
European yiot^..4ind 
Sandy Lyiels about to 
ahakl bands 
with German 
Bernhard 
Lan 


U 


tournaments or most 
money but by winning 
the right ones whiphi 
carry more weight. 

But staying on top in 
golf has always been a 
difficult task. It’s 
emotionally 
taxing—and 
exhausting. Sandy Lyle 
was a prime example: 
his downfall began after 
winning the 1988 
Masters at the Augusta 
National. Said Lyle: “I 
think the demands of 
.success are far greater 
than the demands on the 
golf course,' 

The same with Seve 
Ballesteros whose game 
has steadily 
crumbled. And the latest 
victim is the burly 
Australian Greg 
Norman He sat by his 
locker after the recent 
Players’ Championship 
and admitted that pace 
has worn him down. “I 
can honestly say I’ve got 
zero desire to play the 
game right now.. .1 hate 
it.” 

If this is the case with 
Norman, what about 
Faldo? Faldo’s attempt 
for his third consecutive 
Masters title went in 
vain. Ashe said. "You 
just can’t say.you are 
No. 1 and everything is 
going to be all right. 
Right now. I'm thinking 
more of practising to 
maintain my game more 
than trying to maintain 
the number one 
position.” 







NikhU Bhattacharya’s 
camera coverage of 
the biggest sports quiz 
in the counti^. the 
SportsworW 
Round-Table Quiz for 
the Dunlop 
Spectrawide 
Trqjhy .... 
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MORE TO 
SEE 


And lots to lose 


A nd what’s the 
scene with the 
talented Kiran 
More. The man is 
clearly facing 
indifferent form and 
is now dogged by 
controversies. Even 
More must be 
wondering whether 
he’s a hero or a villian 
if the events 
unfolding over the 
last two months and 
the results of the last 
two Tests (he’s 


played) is any 
indication. 

TheBCCI 
disciplinary 
committee has also 
clamped down on 
him.They asked him 
to curb hds natural 
urge as a 
wicketkeeper by 
actually asking him to 
go easy on his 
appealing and 
encouraging of 
bowlers. His 
wicketkeeping . 
talents have 
diminished too, 
because he makes 
comments like, “It is 
sad that people point 
out only the mistakes. 



Kiran More: failing 
eyesight and failing 
form.Lethal 
combination 


Why d(Hil they pridse 
ttswhenwetake 
brilliant oatch». i^y 
only on dropped 
catches.” 

Form apart, we 
have 

learnt—obviously 
from highly prized 
sources—of another 
serious malady which j 
if true could sound 
More’s death knell: 

Mr Kiran More 
apparently has failmg 
eyesight! “Rubbish," 
he says. “This is the 
work of people who 
see Devil’s 
everywhere." 

Let’s hope, for the 
sake of Indian 
cricket, that its true,. 
Good luck ‘jockey’. 
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Kevin Keegan battered and bruised after the 
murderous attack on him 


And kicking 

W HO’S this guy, and what’s he doing on this 
page? Well, this isn’t exactly the way we 
should be featuring former footballer 
Kevin Keegan (covered in blood and all that) 
but that's just the vmy it is. 

Former European footballer of the year, 
Keegan was ‘lucky to be alive’ after muggers 
battered Mm with a baseball bat. If at one time 
Keegan did have any regrets about leaving 
England to settle down in Spain, he could be 
forgiven for not wanting to return to his 
homeland ever again. Keegan 40, is now 
recovering from being beaten unconscious and 
mugged for £700, a credit card and a memento 
from the late Bill Shankly the former Liverpool 
manager. 

Keegan was recovering after a long drive 
back to Britain from his Spanish home u4ien 
two thugs smashed into his Range Rover. They 
threatened to kill him if he did not hand over 
cash. The attack left die former Engdand 
captain dazed and covered in blood. Barely 
mmaging to talk through a cracked lip, Keegan 
said:' I do not know what was happ ening but it 
appears I was part of a very vicious robbery. I 
was woken up by a baseball bat coming through 
the windscreen.” 

Then recovering his pride he added:' I'd love 
to see him in this room because for me he was 
just a coward. I’ll never forget his face as long 
as I live. ‘ I was lucky to be alive.” After 
surviving a baseball attack? We can’t help but 
echo his sentiments. 
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yf E LOOK 
yVHERE 
y^E'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO 



RE-BJORN? 


Time gentleman 

P ERSONALLY he 
maynotbea 
pauper. But 

professionally he draws 
atotal blank. And 
unlike so many of his Ilk 
who have decided to 
return to competitjon, 
Borg is certainly not 
going about it the proper 
way. 

B)om Borg has 
decided to charge his 


desperate fans, Okmm 
ivho wanted to see him 
practise for his return to 
flte intemaUonal circuit 
after ei^ht long but 
evwitful years. 

The total fee one had 
to pay was $10 (50 
Francs) per day as the 
Ice-Man went through 
his daily two-hour 
routine on the courts. 
Was it Borg, or the 
organisers of the Monte 
who were 
cashing in on this 
development? 

The tournament in 
retrospect was ideal for 
Borg and 

though it is not really a 
big one it drew 600 
media applications 
Nevertheless, the 
‘Great One'lost his 
comeback match 6-2, 
6-3, to Spain's Jordan 
Arrese. Maybe his fans 
would have been better 
off watching him 
practiM. 



For Borg, the fans BtUI have to pay to aee him 
play.Or doaa ha need the money? 



For Chriaaia, hartiaby’a a dream come true 


MAMA MIA! 


Chrissie goes again 

C HRIS EVERT is sure going to be America’s 
most glamorous mother. And by the look of 
things, she can’t wait for the day. Coming back 
to the company Chrissie keeps. Who’s the man she 
would ideally like to date? Simple, President 
(3eorge Bush. In feet, she’s done it too, and is quite 
a regular at the White House. 

^en Chris found out she was pregnant, the 
first person to know was obviously hubbie Andy 
Mill. The second? President George Bush. The 
former tennis star had just flown in from Europe 
and visited her doctor the morning she was to have 
a breakfast meeting with the President to discuss 
his council on physical fitness. 

“I’m really thrilled about this,’’ said Evert about 
the pregnancy which is approaching its fourth 
month. “I’ve waited a long time for this, ’’ she 
cooed. The due date for the baby is October 2, and 
an amniocentisis test indicates that it is a boy. The 
name of the child will be Taylor Andrew. Chris has 
also confirmed that her husband Andy Mill wants 
the couple to have another child. "I want a girl with 
a ponytail and a two-handed backhand,” he said. 

Yeah, but can she win 157 career titles like 
mummy did? 









T he SportBworld- 
Rovmd-table sports 
quiz for the Dun- 
lop Spectrawide 
Trophy was a resound¬ 
ing success. But there 
were stories—good, 
humourous and sad— 
behind the scenes that 
very few people were 
aware of. 

Here are a few: 

On that humid final 
evening, when long dis¬ 
tance swimmer Sanjivan 
Mondal, who was to be 
honoured, walked in, 
there was a sudden stab 
of guilt. Here we were, 
dressed in jeans and t- 
•shirts and sneakers (a 
pair of them costing the 
sum total of Mondal’s in¬ 
come for months) 
while he was wearing a 
green t-shirt, white 
trousers, and chappals 
on his feet. He had a 
wry, sad look on his 
face. He is a three-time 
winner of the longest 
swimming race in the 
world, a distance of 81 
kms. He is a poor weaver 
who earns Rs.lOO a 
week. He has a wife and 
two children. In times of 
dire stress, when there 
is no weaving to do, he is 
forced to sell his 
trophies, only to win 
them back the next year. 

Since he came early, 
we placed him in the 
front row of the VIP sec¬ 
tion till somebody came 
up and said, ‘Why is this 
man sitting here? This is 
where the VIP’s are sup¬ 
posed to sit.’ He look^ 
astounded when we told 
him that BaAl^van Mon- 
dal was a VIP. Anyway,' 
we had to ask him to sit 
at the back of the VIP 
section and once again, 
there was a rising sense 
of shame. 

Later, in the course of 
the evening, we'%Sked, 
‘Do you want anything 
to drink?' and he. re¬ 
plied, ‘Please, please, I 



want something to eat.’ 
And the way he said, 
‘eat’, it sort of haunted 
us right through the 
whole evening. Eat!— 
something which we 
take for granted, is not 
so granted even for a 
fine swimmer like him. 

And when he realised 
that whoever was hon¬ 
oured had to ask a ques¬ 
tion to the teams pre¬ 
sent, there was a 
panicky look in his eyes. 
‘Look’ he said, gripping 
a coUeague’s shoulder, ‘I 
will leave. I will not go 
up. I cannot ask a ques¬ 
tion. I will leave. I can¬ 
not do it.’ 

We assured him that 
he did not have to ask a 
question; we cajoled 
him; we pleaded with 
him; we said that there 
was nothing to worry. 
But still the panicky 
look remained on his 
face. Finally, a colleague 


who was on the stage 
had to be called and he 
held Mondal’s hand and 
said, Tlease don’t wor¬ 
ry. You don’t haveto ask 
a question. Arun Lai will 
ask a question on your 
behalf.’ 

It was then that San¬ 
jivan Mondal began to 
relax. Later, he went up 
and received a tumul¬ 
tuous round of ap¬ 
plause. Incidentally, the 
State Govt, promised 
him a job. Three years 
have passed and so far, 
there has been a deafen¬ 
ing silence. 

People could get ex¬ 
cited at a quiz also. 
When Debashree Roy. 
one of Bengal’s well- 
known actresses walked 
in (all curves in a daz¬ 
zling pink saree and a 
bright face shining with 
elaborate make-up), the 
person who escort^ her 
waved his hands about, 
shouting, ‘Please move 


Sanjivan Mondal receiving his award from Tiger 
Pataudi 



to the side. Please move 
to the side. Debashree 
Boy is coming.’ 

He made it seem like it 
was the Second Coming 
of Christ. 

On the surface, it waa 
glitz and glamour. Live 
rounds, famous sport- 
speople asking ques¬ 
tions, video rounds, au¬ 
dio rounds, general 
questions. But under¬ 
neath, there was a cer¬ 
tain unstated frenzy. 

‘Is Shivaji Ganguly 
ready to break the tiles?’ 

‘Has the horse come 
for the ‘live’ round?’ 

‘You call this a horse? 
He seems to have come 
straight from the 
Museum.’ 

‘Where is Gaiy?’ 

‘Have you picked up 
Subrata Bhattacharya?’ 

‘What about Manoj 
Kothari? Ask him 
whether he wants a 
drink or something?’ 

‘Are the video clips 
ready?’ 

‘Sorry to disturb you. 
But on your right, 
standing just three feet 
away from you is a 
beautiful woman. Why 
don’t you give your eyes 
abre^?’ 

Hal Ha! There wae 
laughter; there was ten¬ 
sion; there were fights; 
there was frustration; 
there was so much of 
hard work. But in the 
end it was well worth it. 
A challenge had been 
met and there was a 
sense of satisfaction. 

And late in the night, 
bright smiling faces 
reached for cold, cold 
glassos of beer and there 
was a wild call: ‘Come on 
everyone! If s tisoe for a 
frenkout!’ 

So then, see you same 
time next jrear. 

In the meantime, keep 
smiling and do re^ the i 




You also have a choice of other 
optiom 

Cation 2 - Deferred Monthh Income 
wherein you defer income for one }cjr 
And then get higher interest rar^mg 
from 16% to 21% Options j .ind s - 


Attractive mcentive for early 

investors’ 


Period 

Incentive 

Mavl IS 

1% 

Mav 16 SI 

'/2% 


Nnv Delhi and Bombay 


h)r more information, 


please contact an) LlC branch or 
get m touch with your LlC Mutual 


Fund Agents 






DhanaVarsha iBl ) 

Hurry! Scheme open March 11 to May 31,1991- 
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Well hdp you meet your goals 


Mutual Fund, ind wcurlun invoonenn are «ib|Rt to market rtaks and there on hi n> aNiuiaiKi ur giLiraniei nt retutm b, thi Tnisiee, 'ipoiHoni^ Indxutiun, Ihiv aa nnly mthcatlvc return, bacd un the 
reveamem policy of die luiid.Mpeifccitian(eKWilneoevarH) indicatm: ofhaurerevih, and may maneceearll, provide a ban, ^xcanipartaon with other inreuminB Inveuun are requeued to uudy the 
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ONTE CARLO, 
haven. Millionaires’ 
town. No wonder 
prices—of everything— 
are higher than most 
other places in the world. 
But the market value of curiosity for 
Bjorn Borg’s comeback really went 
through the roof. Even by Monte Carlo 
standards. 

It was reason why the crowd at Borg’s 
final practise was bigger than the one on 
the centre court for the opening match of 
the tournament; 
why the crowd of 
journalists was 
bigger than both, 
and why according 
to some, Borg’s 
comeback six 
weeks short of his 
35th birthday has 
already solved his 
much publicised 
and probably 
much-exaggerated 
financial prob¬ 
lems. 

In spite of Borg 
keeping a low pro¬ 
file and not talking 
to the Press, it was 
the biggest public¬ 
ity circus of 
the year. Borg 
probably wished to avoid the zoo that is 
the Monte Carlo Country Club. And by 
the look in the eyes of the tigers, also 
known as Swedish photographers, in 
wait everyday from 8.30 am he was right 
to find somewhere less populous. 

But now that he has stepped on court to 
resume his pla 3 ring career, Borg will no 
longer be able to avoid the lenses of the 
world. 


Borg’s play made 
all the rumours, 
innuendo and hype 
which 

accompanied his 
return as out of 
place as the red 
Soviet flag flying 
over Monte Carlo, 
the home of 
western 
capitalism, in 
honour of last 
year’s champion 
Chesnokov 




CURIOSITY 


VIVHEN Borg did emerge into semi- 
ww public scrutiny at Monte Carlo, 
observers said there were a few more 
lines around the face. Practise matches 
showed there were a few cobwebs in his 
game too. After beginning with a 4-6,4-6 
defeat by fellow Swede Lars 
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Even the players 
had cast off their 
blinkers for a day 
or two. Many of 
them, so far 
reliant on their 
videos and 
locker-room 
folklore for 
evidence of Borg’s 
prowess, 
crammed the 
players’ gallery 
which was as full 
as the rest of the 
picturesque 
centre court 



Jonsson, he took 
sets off Boris Beck* 
er and Goran 
Ivanisevic in 
matches that 
finished one set-all 
when weather and 
end of practice 
time respectively 
intervened. 

All those who 
had practised with 
him were sur¬ 
prised with his 
conditioning and 
concentration. The 
doubts however 
concerned his leg 
speed and whether 
he could produce 
the same whipped 
power, especially 
on that then- 
innovative dou. 

ble-fisted backhand he had ten years agfo. 

All this conjecture had added intrigue 
to the situation. Even the players had 
cast off their blinkers for a day or two. 
Many of tliem, so far reliant on their 
videos and locker-room folklore for evi¬ 
dence of Borg’s prowess, crammed the 
players' gadlery which was as full as the 
rest of the picturesque centre court, on 
the day he returned wearing his 
trademark headband and wielding an 
obsolete wooden racket. 

Mats Wilander summed up the expecta¬ 
tions before Borg went on to play Jordi 
Arresse, a moderate clay court player 
ranked 52. “The players are looking for¬ 
ward to seeing him.” Wilander said. 
“They are curious to see if Borg is strong 
enough to win.” 

Curiosity had drawn Lennart Berglin, 
who guided Borg to five Wimbledon and 
six French titles, to Monte Carlo. And 
also, to a lesser extent. Ron Thatcher, the 
professor of martial arts who looked af¬ 
ter Borg's physical and mental health 
during his prime. The pair sat several 
rows apart at the back while Borg played, 
not for the first time their views differing 
widely. 

“It is sad," Bergelin said. “He should be 





helping the youngsters rather thsm play¬ 
ing against them. I still see him and 
think of him as a champion.” 

Thatcher, who also replies to his mar¬ 
tial arts name of Tia Honsai, says he was 
contacted by Borg for the first time in 
eight years late last year. “He wantsd to 
know if I would train him and I wanted to 
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Martuil arts expert Honsai who works on Borg’s 
nurUtd and physical preparation watches his 
ward with bUtoctdars whUe Borg’s father 
watches tensely tti the action 




























Observers say there are a few more lines around 
the face 

Inset: His wife attempted suicide saying his 
comeback was wrecking their marriage 
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said. “He lias the body tissue of a man of 
24 and his heart rate is very very low. He 
is eq^ly as fit as when he won Wimble¬ 
don. He really wants to play and though 
he will lose some 
matches, I believe 
he can prove he j 
can come back.” ' 


*' '4' 
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ORDINARY 

TENNIS 

PLAYER? 
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know whether he really wanted to do it,” 
he said. 

Aged 79, he watches Borg through 
binoculars and claimed to have sum¬ 
moned all his martial arts training to test 
Borg’s determination. “He was 100 per 
cent when 1 first saw him,” Thatcher 


B ut every in¬ 
dication from 
the rustiness of 
Borg’s game to the 
obsolence of his 
wooden racket, 
suggest otherwise. 
“It depends why he 
is doing it,” Said 
Wilander. 
“Whether he just 
wants to play 
whether he needs 
the crowd, 

whether he 

needs the money. I think it’s great he's 
doing it. I just hope he does not destroy 
his name completely.” 

Before the match Wilander had pre¬ 
dicted, “If I have to bet for my life, I 
would put my money on Arresse because 
he’s had match practice.” For a man mak 
ing another of his mini-comebacks after 
a month on tour with his rock band, 
Wilander knew what he was talking 
about. 

Wilander went on to admit that Borg is 
still mentally strong. But even the tough¬ 
est minds can play tricks. Borg protested 
long and hard at the press conference 
after the 78 minute 2-6, 3-6, defeat that 
he needed more matches to improve. But 
the verdict from all those who remem¬ 
bered his great days, and from many who 
did not, was that Borg has played one 
tennis match too many. 

It was not that he lost to Arresse in the 
first round, but that there was not even a 
glimpse of a souvenir to take back home. 
A backhand pass greeted the Spaniard’s 
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first foray to the net. The rest was much 
what you migpht have expected—and 
many feared—from a 35-year-old who 
had not played a competitive match for 
seven years. It made all the rumours, 
innuendo and hype which accompanied 
Borg’s return seem as out of place as the 
red Soviet flag flying over Monte Carlo, 


the home of western capitalism, in hon¬ 
our of last year’s champion Andre Ches- 
nokov. 

Thatcher had described Borg as ‘an 
ordinary bloke' just before the match. 
“Now the Swede is a very ordinary tennis 
player too,” Bergrelin countered. “My 
heart hurt for him today. He just seemed 
too scared to hit the ball.” 


BEATING AN IDOL 


r OR Jordi Arresse, too, there was 
pain. As an 11-year-old, he had 
watched Borg almost single-handedly de¬ 
feat Jose Higueras and Manuel Oramtes 
and Spain in the Davis Cup. “He was my 
idol,” said Arresse. ‘The moment when 1 
walked onto court was very moving. 
Playing Borg will stay in my heart fore¬ 
ver.” Beating his idol was just a bonus. 

But according to one journalist unim¬ 
pressed by Borg’s comeback, “while 
Arresse gloated, everyone else was 
praying for the onset of selective amne¬ 
sia." Slowly but surely, the hopes of the 
7000 who crowded on the centre court 
and whose cheers had touched the cliff- 
tops at the sight of the familiar rolling 
walk, were suffocated by a blanket of 
reality. 

Cheers—either of relief or encourag- 
ment, it was hard to tell—greeted the 
landmarks; his first point two minutes 
into the game, his 
first game after 
six, his first break 
of service in the 
seventh. Each 
masked the truth 
that Arresse, with¬ 
out having to play 
particularly well, 
was comfortably in 
control, unaffected 
by the nerves 
which some 

thought would be 
Borg’s main 

weapon. 

“It was bad for 
him that he played 

( someone like me,” 
the Spaniard sym- 


Borg protested 
long and hard at 
the press 
conference that 
he needed more 
matches to 
improve... But it 
was not that he 
lost, but that there 
was not even a 
glimpse of a 
souvenir 
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pathised. “1 did not make many mistakes. 
He would have been better off playing a 
serve and volleyer who made more mis¬ 
takes.” 

‘‘GIVE ME TIME” 

B org ended his first tournament with 
one computer point. 2.960 dollars - 
the reward for all first round losers—a 
ranking of one tliousand and something 
and probably a much clearer understand¬ 
ing of the passage of 
time Borg remains 
unrepentant about 
his decision to re¬ 
turn and intends to 
caiTy on. “Hopeful¬ 
ly when 1 play 
Rome, Paris and 
Wimbledon I can 
stay longer in the 
tournaments and 
get match practise 
that way.’ he 
claimed "Do not 
judge me on one 
performance ” That 
plea, a reasonable 
enough request, 
ran like a frayed 
thread through the 
post-match confer¬ 
ence at Monte Carlo. 

“I intend to carry 
on. I think if every¬ 
thing works hun¬ 
dred percent. I will 
move and play as 
well as I did before.” 

Many feel those are 
words of a man who 
has lost touch with reality. 

But Borg sounds more optimistic "the 
outcome did not suprise me. Everybody's 
expectations were higher than mine My 
expectations weren’t too high to do well 
here (Monte Carlo), though 1 hoped I 
would. But after not playing for so many 
years it is very difficult to go straight 
into a match and produce good tennis. 1 
felt I wasn’t consistent enough. Because 
of my lack of match play. I had problems 
knowing what to do with the ball - even 
where to put the short ones." 


“I need matches, It’s going to take a few 
tournaments to feel 100 per cent comfort¬ 
able again, by then my game will im¬ 
prove, I’m pretty confident about that As 
long as I enjoy playing, ” he declared de¬ 
fiantly, “I’ll play. 1 really do enjoy it ” 

But when asked what he was aiming 
for; to be No. 1, the top 20. the top 50. the 
top 200? he declined to be drawn. “I know 
what kind of tennis 1 want to play and 
then when 1 do, we will .see what kind of 
level It is.” 



Did Borg not think that he needs a 
coach? “With the expiuieiice I've had in 
the pa.st. I know exact iy what to do off the 
court 1 can handle myself ” But can he? 

The game has changed beyond all rec¬ 
ognition, yet he plays, lexiks and talks, as 
though absolutely nothing ha.s altered. 
That is perhaps the saddest aspect. Hie 
Nastase made one of his usual cryptic 
comments after hearing Borg speak, "As 
long as he forgets who ho was. he has a 
chance." And then added, “I'll see how he 
d'Oes and then maybe 1 might come back 


Walking on for a 
practise session with 
Becker 


j’-m 
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myself... but 
not if I have to give 
up wine and 
women." Typical 
Nastase! 

Yet, much about 
Borg fuelled ex¬ 
pectations and 
ecoUraged reminisc¬ 
ence. The figure 
still trim after nine 
months of hard 
practise, the hair 
still in need of a 
trim, the headband, 
the long sweep of 
the backhand which 
starts two-handed 
and ends one- 
handed , the easy 
serve action, the 
wooden racket 
loosely held. Unfor¬ 
tunately the pace 
and power of his 
shots has escaped 
the time wrap 


THE TIME 
WARP 


B org has shun¬ 
ned interviews, 
even requesting a 
payment from fans 
wishing to watch 
him tune up. But m 
the few interviews 
he has granted he 
has insisted that he 
is not in it for the 
money. "Money has 
nothing to do with 
it," Borg told a 
French television 
station which man¬ 
aged to grab him in 
Monte Carlo. 

"A lot of sponsors have contacted me in 
the last eight months.” he said, “1 have 
received offers from all over the world 
almost every week, but I always said that 
we have to wait and see what happens. 
The first thing is to play tennis well. 

“I just want to play again and play 


No wine, women and parties for Borg 


Since Bjorn Borg announced his plans 
to come back, so much has been 
written about his personal life that it 
would be hard to add anything new. ■ 
But together with his comeback, a new 
story in the life of Borg unfolded. In 
Milan his wife, Italian singer 
Lorendana Berte attempted suicide a 
few days after Borg’s eomoback match 
against Jorde Arresse. 

While Borg packed his bags in 
Monte Carlo, his wiferwas in intensive 
care after trying to kill herself with an 
overdose of sleeping pills. She was 40 
minutes from death when she was 
found by firemen who broke into her 
apartment at dawn to discover the 
singer sprawled on the bed, 
semi-conscious and groaning; “I am 
tired of this life, so many 
disappointments. God has said he will 
forgive me". 

She had crayoned on her mirror in 
large black letters: Oh God, how 1 hate 
it. God, what a world we are in ’ A note 
found at her bedside read; T, 

Lorendana Berte Borg, entrust my 
soul to God and his infinite goodness.’ 

There has recently been speculation 
about their two-year marriage and last 
week Loredana wa.s reported as saying 
“We simply hate each other. It would 
be batter if we went our separate ways. 
Our relationship for the moment is 
nothing but hate and loneliness.” 
Blaming Borg’s eomeback efforts for 
the situation she continued: “We speak 
only on the phone and between one 
receiver and the other you can’t make 
children.” 

The Swedish tennis star and his 
wife, have not been seen together for 
more than seven weeks. And the 
official reahon given is that a 
separation was ordered b^ Borg’s 
guru Ron Thatcher so that the player 
could devote all his concentration to 
his tennis. 



Having slipped back into a monastic 
lifestyle in order to get back on top 
again, Borg spent most of this year 
alone in London. So engrossed has he 
been in the self-imposed fitness 
regimen which he felt was neoessaiy 
to get him in form for the out-throat 
world of international tennis. Alcohol 
and parties are out in the drive for 
success. 

But this hunt for success has 
frustrated the current Mrs. Borg. I’m.j 
fed up. I have neglected my singing 
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career to be near him and to be a 
mother to his son (now aged five>but 
I’ve always been judged to be a bad 
mother. In Sweden they say I have 
completely ruined my husband. They 
have threatened me and have 
despatched me into an exile. ” 

Much of her anger has been directed 
against Thatcher. But if Borg is 
indeed successful over the next few 
months, all credit should be given to 
this old man who has been overseeing 
the comeback. 


Training under the 
watchful eyes of 
martial ans guru 
Thatcher 


well. Simply to know that it is possible to 
come back," he added. “I may look a little 
bit older, but 1 feel exactly the same, phy¬ 
sically and mentally, as I did 10 years 
ago. 

His former coach Bergelin is c>onfu8ed 
about Borg’s motives and hopes that he 
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does end not up 
being humiliated 
So do some of the 
stars he will have to 
compete against to 
reach the higher 
echleons of the 
game in 1991. 

Ivan Lendl says; ‘‘Borg is a very nice 
man and I wish him all the luck in the 
world, but I would be very surprised if he 
can break into the top levels. He may be 
able to play the occasional really competi¬ 
tive match, but not on a consistent level. 
The game has improved each year he's 
been away. That in effect means he is 16 
years, not eight years behind. No human 
being can overcome that. " 

But Borg says he has the discipline, 
temperament and fitness to do more than 
just survive in the competitive jungle of 
professional tennis. He already has 
Wimbledon in his sights. 

If Borg is successful in his comeback, 
he may indeed do the sport a service by 
encouraging a return to the slower, more 
stylish game now practised by so few. 
among them John McEnroe 

McEnroe has shown though, that suc¬ 
cess IS more difficult Uie second time 
around, and he was away for much less 
time. The fear is that, like McEnroe. Borg 
too will at times merely look ordinary. 
“The guy was once the most perfect 
athlete in tennis. Now he is a normal 
player,” believes Ion Tiriac. 

It may not have occurred to Borg, but 
there is a way he can transcend the nor¬ 
mality and virtually secure another 
Wimbledon title or indeed a coveted US 
Open, in which he was four times losing 
finalist. On June 6 he will be 35 and 
eligible for veterans events. But that 
would also be second best for Borg, a 
prospect that never appealed to him in 
the past. 

In announcing his retirement, ironi¬ 
cally in Monte Carlo itself, eight yeara 
ago, he said that he was looking forward 
to sleeping in the knowledge that he 
didn’t have to get up the next morning 
and practise for five hours May be the 
next two months will prove to Borg that 
rust never sleeps. Or does if? 

Pamela Smith, Monte Carlo 





































































If only 

more things 

in life 
were 

Sp ectrawide 








!>*aya-Ivy at r)c 



A n unbeaten run 
of 500 matches 
till November 
1986 The 
recovery of both 
j the World Open title as 
well as the No 1 
i ranking from a yoiinger 
j and fitter rival in 1988 
I Six world titles And the 


stroke." he also admitted 
that the words of his 
father Roshan haunted 
him, and forced him to 
concentrate on his game 
once more. Roshan had 
said, "A unfit player can 
be beaten in the first 
round " This had been 
1 he ominous warning 


for Jahangir and he had 
taken heed of his 
father's well meant 
advice 

But his return to the 
circuit did not get the 
welcome that anyone of 
his standing would 
expect The Australians 
seemed to be' irritated at 


foul play. Unfortunately 
Jahangir Khan was 
right in the middle of it. 

Some observers have 
also noticed that, of late, 
the crackle of high 
tension electrifying 
brand of squash played 
by Jahangir seems to be 
more between him and 


^ CONQDERER 
OF THE WORLD 


Winning the British Open title a historic ten times in succession 


has proved that Jahangir Khan is back with a vengeance 


winner of nine Bi'itish 
Open titles These are 
the credentials of a 
champion, Jahangir 
Khan 

Yet it i.s hard to believe 
that the same man was 
all set to n*tire five 
moil th,s ago, 
complaining of a 
sudden draining of 
energy’, lie had 
anxiously consulted top 
dfX'tors In Ixmdon and 
U S.. the advice had been 
the .same, ‘take a break’, 
proving that oven 
legends arc only human 
After a bi'eak of five long 
months during which 
Jahangir Khan .say.s, ‘T 
have been training hard 
and paying particular 
attention to my ground 
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J ahangir needed someone to talk 
to, someone to play for, someone 
to appreciate what he had 
achieved, and he seems to have 
found it in the woman he married 


his presence on court, 
and players who once 
feared the very sight of 
Jahangir started 
accusing him of foul 
play and reached boiling 
point at the Welsh 
Classic with everyone 
accusing each other of 


Jahangir Khan with his 
newly wedded wife 
Seemi Jawald 

the referee than his 
opponent on court. 

But this appears to be 
the only sour note for 
Jahangir this year. His 














fortunes both as a 
player, as well as a 
businessman, took a 
dramatic about turn for 
the better after his 
marriage to Seemi. 
daughter of Pakistani 
squash legend Aftab 
Jawaid. Jahangir 
returned a changed 
man. More confident 
and sure of what he was 
doing when he 
announced to the press. 
“I’ll no longer be lonely 
on the circuit as I’ll be 
able to bring my wife to 
the tournaments. She’ll 
be a source of 
inspiration to me. ’’ Who 
knows maybe like CJeoff 
Hunt and Jonah 
Barrington he could be a 
better player after 
marriage. 

Seemi has been that 
source of inspiration 
that Jahangir was 
looking for after his 
break up with Rahmat 
Khan He needed 
someone to talk to, 
someone to play for. 
someone to appreciate 
what he had achieved, 
and he seems to have 
found it in the woman he 
married 

Then Jahangir was 
elected unopposed as 
chairman of the 
International Squash 
Player s Association 
fISPA). P’or the first time 
since 1970 a Pakistani 
has made the ISPA 
boaid. his election 
coming as an added 
advantage for his 
countrymen playing on 
the circuit because now 
they have a voice on the 
board. But Jahangir 


A t the British Open. Jahangir had 
little to prove, a lot to lose, and a 
hard struggle against both his 
waistline and the strongest 
opposition in depth in the history 
of the game 









shiupTfa thib idf a off and That tired and haggard 

says that it w is only look IS no longer a part of 

natuidl that hr got Jahangir s image 

involvfHi m the. oMili stiongest opposition in 

I fifPtsof thf giriH dtpth in thi history of 

i- 01 tlif last 12 \ f- ti s IfM- gctnit But ht pi ovcd 

I Jahangii (dultd an th( a mchaii c ntii s 

UnsquashtbJf ntket wrong met igain iiid 

I from the iangt h» shed 2i) lbs ol i-xc i ss 

lauiK hed in pirtneiship baggigf iumudlus 
I with Hahni it Khan his waist Ut coi tusi ci and 
cousin foiracrroarh conloundcd his 

I andnifiitor Now opponents on his way to 

' ha nng split up with tlu fii al fioni tht othei 

I Fldhniat irid sold his side of the rii iw r irm 

shatt of Unsquashdblf the woildt hampion 
I heliassigneda JanshtiKhin His 

multiniillion dollar tett nt dt ft it at the 

larket endorsement Ure tu h (Ipt ii hy 

(ontiac t with the Jaharigii Khaiiiankled 

j AnieiieanUSTerh The two Pakistanis 

company AccoidinKto meeting at Wt n bit \ 


J ahangir admitted that the words 
of his father, Roshan haunted 
him and forced him to concentrate 
on his game once more 



1 tilt eontidft he IS using 
I the newLstusa Stealth 
I 1 at ket and his It I ms 
(tmld yield more than Si 
million a yt ar foi the 
nrxtthret yeirs 

N LITHI Hthf pastiioi 
tht pi r sent st t meci to 
bother him as lu went m 
lor the Biitish 
Opt 11 his filedom foi 
miif long years C ould it 
be foi lilt If nth^ Ihc 
only quest ion w as 
wh( thu If could hold 
on to his kingdom or 
lose it to some u pst ai t ^ 
Tor ont thing 
Jahangii may still be 
only 27 but one has to 
It membei that he has 
I had the best pai t ol 12 
I years of full lime guild 
I on the circuit lit had 
little to proyp a lot to 
lose and a hard 
struggle against both 
his waistline and the 

Jansher Khan made the 
unfortunate mistake of 
challenging Jahangir on 
his own turf 



could be dubbed as the 
matcli of the yeai 
because both the 
finalists had a lot of 
c rit If s to silence 

In 94 minutes history 
was made Jahangii 
Khan was the champion 
of champions After the 
match he sard I was 
just playing this year to 
become the Player of the 
Centuiy If somebody 
wins It next year he will 
not be able to break the 
record this century 
And shooting a lew 
barbs at his critics he 
added I like it when 
people say he should be 
retiring that he snot 
playing well and that he 
won t win this 
year that gives me the 
motivation to go out and 
doit 

Come to think of it 
Jahangir in Urdu, 
means conquerer of the 
world need one say 

more’ 

AvikUe 


1 « 
















VOICES 




( like it when people say he 
should be retiring, that he s 
not playing well and that he 
won’t win this year. That gives 
me the motivation. I was just 
playing this year to become the 
player of the century. If 
somebody wins it next year he 
will not be able to break the 
record this century. 

Written off for quite some time, 
JAHANGIR KHAN came back to 
win the British Open squash 
championship for the lOth record 
time. 













... .and ready to take on the 
world. A brand-new set of 
wheels, a five figure salaried 
job. and Sachin Tendulkar 
looks ready to face the world. 
One thing is certain this kid is 
sure gonna go places.. 


F bn 18 long years, he waited impatiently for 
the 24th of April, 1991. That waa the day 
when Sachin Tendulkar Anally became a 
major. Already well into the limelight as a 
minor, he knew perfectly well what fame and 
popularity meant. So, on the 24th, when he had 
to sign along the dotted line fo; the job of a Public 
Relations officer at the Sun Grace Mafatlal group, 
he did the job with so much panache that all 
present were impressed with the maturity that he 
exuded. 

Providing the icing on the cake was a 
five-Agure salary, reportedly the highest 
starting salary ever paid to an Indian cricketer. 
After the cake was cut at the residence of Mr. 
Yogendra Mafatlal. Chairman of the g^roup. he 
had to head directly to the stadium where 
Bombay was taking on Hyderabad in the Ranji 
Trophy. 

A hundred on that day would have been the 
perfect present that Sachin could have given 
himself—and his side. But with Bombay refusing 
to juggle their batting order, poor Sachin barf to 
ait for around five hours in the dressing room all 
padded up and nowhere to go. He was however 
kept busy ail along by his weU-wishers who were 
just showering gifts on him. The mediamen 
present gave him a two-kilo chocolate 

cake, that was 


(Clockwise from top) 
Sandeep Patii and Atulyc 
Matatlai applaud as 
Suresh Trivedi feeds 
birthday boy Sachin a 
! of the 


piece < 


ie cake 


Look up and say 
cheese'. Sachin obliges 
as he cuts the cake on 
which is inscribed 
'Welcome to Sun Grace 
Mafatlal’ 

Sachin Tendulkar gets 
his letter of appointment 
from the vice-chairman 
of the Sun Grace Sports 
club, Mr. Atulya Mafatlal 

Not to be left behind, his 
fans also get into the act. 
The poster says it alt 


distributed to all present 
in the Press box. His 
teammates gave him a 
sUver bat, his coach 
Kamat a silver 
medallion, and his 
parents presented him 
with a golden bracelet. 

It was a tiring, yet 
satisfying, day for the 
batting stalwart of 
Indian cricket who was 
just basking in the 
adulation that was 
showered on him by one 
and all. Now finally the 
champagne bottle could 
bepopp^open.. 


Te>t and pholoivaohs P.V.J. 
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T he course of events these 
past few weeks have not 
been normal, journalists 
have been telling their 
readers—as if they needed 
to be told Clearly, during 
the quick and stormy buildup to 
the tenth Ix)k Sabha elections, 
politics for better or worse has 
suddenly reached such a 
flashpoint that it spilled over its 
limit^ sphere of interest to give a 
clarion call to people who 
normally would never have fallen 
for its dangerous charm 
Perhaps, a new element of 
acrimony has now entered Indian 
politics, perhaps, some whole new 
issues have now begun to sprout 
helping politics quickly broaden 
its emotional base and touch a 
responsive chord in totally 
unexpected quarters where it 
could make little inroads before 
Whether that new found 
enthusiasm has resulted from 
acrimony, or eoncern or 
intolerance or prejudice or “von 
hatred, triggered off by extremely 
sensitive issues is debatable, 
whether it is goo<l or bad a matter 
of opinion What is evident is that 
a new passion has broken Icxise, 
maybe goaded by a growing sense 
of distress and disillusionment, 
and cut across the different strata 
of the scx’iety, of vocations, and 
identities—ranging (ram the 
movie world to art. to civil service 
and most impoi tantly to sport 
This passion so far is innocent, 
genuine The feelings behind it, 
raw But from the IcK'ks of it. the 
new trend is surely not 
contaminated by the age-old, 
familiar motive that propels 
politics—corrupted, perverse, 
greedy self mterest Profiteering 
As yet 

* Monohar Aich has all his life 
been a victim of politics Politics 
that was far too distant for him to 
grasp, and yet devastating 
enough to rum his modest .simple 
life m former East Pakistan 
“When dusk falls, the sky 

Tiger Pataudi; matter of 
principle 

(Inaat) Monohar Aich 
campaigning for BJP; visions of 
horror 
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explodes m a not of crimson red 
everyone enjoys the b<*auty of the 
setiing sun To me it brings back 
visions of hoi I'oi ‘ says Monohai 
Aich “That was exactly how the 
sky looki'd wlion my village was 
set on fire and I (led home and 
became a refugee ’ 

Aich fled home with his life and 
family passed through 
tremendous hardshifis in 
penniless miseiy and yet 
impeccably rebuilt his body 
temple Even the holocaust of the 
Partition could not tak«' away hi.s 
dreams Dreams that .still exists in 
an unbelievable reality all ovei his 
diminutive, four feel ten inch 
body, at 78 still rippling in its 
sleek electric glory 
But wnth the dream, tl'c^ untcxi 
persists The pain til benig 
uprooted from his mcthei land 
from home, from the green 
peaceful village where* he once 
lived The pain of be ng betrayed, 
condemned by a kind of politics 
that he could not quite 
comprehend And ^ 5 ye-ars later, 
now, Monohar AicJi claims that ho 
sees the same scenario of polit les 
in operation The scenano that 
partitioned his couiitry^ 

“I don’t want to be a refugee 


Chetan Chauhan: proud of being 
a Hindu 

again ’ he says, “I don’t either 
want to seen anyone being a 
I efugee again This country was 
broken by' religious separatism, 
and today 45 years after i 

uidepenaeiKC some parts of this 
country are threatened by religious 
separatists Anyone who wants to 
break this country just because he 
belongs to a certain religion or 
religious rammunity is an enemy 
of the iiatioin We should all rally 
against tins and stand united 
under one definite natioinaJ 
identity Nothing but patriotism 
and the spec t re of a broken nation 
has diawn m< to politics I am 78, 
and I am not immortal but before 
1 die 1 must repay my debt to my 
country 

But the hurt the bruise that 
Monohar Aich has borne all these 
years runs deeper than just his 
nationalist leelings His 
hardwork, his dedication had 
brought him the rare honour of a 
Mr Universe title in London, but 
sadly little recognition at home, 
from tho.se who had the power to 
make his dream come true 

Aich had this long-standing 



ambition of launching a national 
gymnasium where he could have 
nurtured this nation’s blossoming 
youth and its enormous potential 
in body building. 

It never came true, mainly due 
to the apathy he received from the 
governments that succeeded one 
another in power since 
Independence. 

“The only leader who had 
sympathy towards my project was 
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, West 
Bengal’s chief minister and a 
legend in his lifetime. He had even 
given the green signal for a 
national gymnasium project 
under government sponsorhsip. 
But, unfortunately, he died 
untimely and Bengal did not have 
a true leader ever since. And this 
country’s youth was denied a 
golden opportunity to have a 
modern national class 
gymnasium. ’’ says Monohar Aich. 

Monohar Aich’s faith in the 
political system, provided by all 
the traditional parties, continued 
to decline ever since, and now at 
78. Monohar Aich describes his 
candidature for the Parliament 
seat of Dum Dum for Bharatiya 
Janata Party as a ‘revolt against 
the hypocrisy and the evil that all 
the ruling parties and alliances 
have given this country for so 
long’ 

“Now we need a party that is 
honest, in its belief, in its views on 
all national issues and ambitions, 
and calls a spade a spade whether 
you vote for it or not,” explains 
Monohar Aich. “We also need a 
party that is cadre-based and 
extremely disciplined.’ Aich the 
Septugenarian continues, “It is 
only a party like this which can 
fulfill my dream, I’m sure. I never 
thought I would be a fully fledged 
politician. 

aju Mukherjee, former 
Bengal and East Zone 
cricket captain earned a 
scar deep down in his heart 
ever since that shameful day in 
Srinagar, where helpless Indian 
cricketers, and shocked 
Caribbeans saw the Indian 
tricolour burn on Indian soil at 
the hands of Indian spectators. 

That fateful day 


a keen student of politics, took a 
silent vow; “If I ever get a chance 
I'll fight against these enemies of 
the nation. I will fight for united 
India where there would be no 
room for an enemy within. ..where 
no one insults the national 
tricolour.” 

Mukherjee renewed his pledge 
in his debut speech recently as a 
politician in clear crisp words, 
without any ambiguity that one 
feared might creep into his 
straight- from- the- heart talk.. 

Raju Mukherjee is an extremely 
amiable, soft-spoken suave 
gentleman. Sometimes almost to 
the point of irritation, especially 
to those who think 
aggressiveness, even arrogance, 
is a spectacular modern feature of 
character. Even there are many 
who think it was his non-macho 
gentleness that blunted his killer 
instinct costing him a brighter 


cricketing future. 

Raju Mukherjee shocked them 
all by joining politics, and making 
his debut as a speaker with 
unwavered conviction. Those who 
disagree with him, may even hate 
him now; no one perhaps can 
accuse him of any pretensions. 

“For a guy like me, with my 
kind of family background, it has 
been an extremely difficplt 
decision to join politics,” 
confessed Raju, explaining “but 
the sense of distress, and hurt 
and, let me be honest even anger, 
that had been simmering in me for 
a long time could no longer be 
suppressed. I love my country, my 
heritage, my culture, my 
traditions, and above all my true 
identity. I don’t mind if a 
foreigner does not have any 
respect for these. 1 can ignore 
him. But I do feel hurt when a 
fellow Indian who shares the same 







heritag:e and culture, ridicules me 
and my identity and wants to give 
me a farther truncated country, 
for mindlessly communal reason. 

I thought it would be a kind of 
hypocrisy if I feel so strongly about 
it and remain passive’. 

And this shocking story of hurt 
nationalistic pride' repeats itself 
once again when Test opener 
Chetan Chauhan, unlike his slow, 
measured and welljudged batting 
style, shoots straight from the 
hip: “If being proud of being one's 
own true identity is a crime, then 
I’m a criminal. When a Muslim 
says he is proud of being Muslim, 
he is revered, respected, when a 
Hindu says he's proud of being a 
Hindu, he is called ‘communal. If 
this has been our rewai d for 
embracing secularism. I reject 
secularism.’, 

And yet, believe it or not, amid 
this dm and clamour for bruised 



“When dusk falls, 
the sky explodes In 
a riot of erlmson 
red, everyone 
enjoys the heauty of 
the setting sun. To 
me, it brings hack 
visions of horror. 
That was exactly 
how the sky looked 
when my village 
was humt and I fled 
home and became a 
refugee”—Monohar 
Aich 


national pride, there are some 
people who have come out of their 
shell, and plunged heiidlong into 
politics, just for their coraiiiitment 
to thoi • faith, their principles, 
their ideologies. 

Mansur Ali Khan F’ataudi, 
despite his evergreen cliarisma, 
knows and admits that he is not 
quite cut out for the hustle and 
bustle of elet;toral p( >1 itics i le 
loves his unhurried life, his 
friends, his family, hiscricket and 
his country. 

Totlay he t<H) is in the fray in the 
most bitterly foughi elections in 
India's history 

For him it is a matter nf deep 
concern for the basic principles on 
which this nation was established 
in 1947 that prompted him to Uike 
to politics. 

■Tiger Pataudi, however, made 
his debut years ago, when he 
contested and lost for Vishal 


Haryana Party. And that time too 
it was a matter of principle. And 
justice. For Tiger Pataudi did not 
see a shred of fair play, in Mrs. 
Gandhi s abrupt abolition of the 
privy purse For ali practical 
purposes, he knew he would lose. 
But he wanted to make his point; 
his voice heard. He did. 

And now once again he j umps J 
into the deep end, con testi ng the ■ 
elections for Congress in Bhopal, j 
a BJP stronghold, in a way to 
symbolise the principles that he • 
always stood for 1 

I 

Recently when asked i f as a ' 

Muslim he was worried at the ! 
prospect of that party com mg to 
power. Tiger Pataudi said. Not : 
only minorities, but all sensible j 
people, who do not think that j 

religion should be the end all and U* i 
all of politics, will certainly be | 

apprehensive ' 

Maybe, amid this sudden 
cricketing i nvasioii ol poh tic.s. ! 

.someone is having a hearty laugh. ! 
far away from the mindless (un I 
“One should not take up 
something one is not g> lod at 1 m i 
I not sure if I would t»e gooci at • 

I politics I don t think I would Ann 
! therefore I should nor join 
j politics.'.the ininufiiblc Sunil 
i Gavaskar told this writer four 
i years ago m Bangalore where ' 

! minours were rife that his i 

I en.sujngretirement would pusti 
him towards politics And many j 
still reading agree that if any i 

cricketer ever really liad the | 

making of a politician. it was him j 
Sunil Gavaskar still sticks to his | 
belief, while many of Ins i 

contemporaries and elders are i 

now being draw'ii almost , 

inexorably into the black hoU'of 
politics Maybe, the days»hat are 
coming will soon prov.> how 
correct the little rnfiater-is For in 
the final analysis, sports.nen a,j-e 
for .sport, politics foi (xilii iciant: 

The twain shall never 
meet—unless this sport mg 
adventure in the realm of p. ilitu.s 
brings about a better deal tor 
Indian sport. If tliat is :i 
probability then let us tally vomid i 
a common cause and cast a vot e | 

for sport. j 

I 

Suprakash Ghoshai ^ 

9K 
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THE BADMINTON TRIALS 


don’t we organise one of 
these shows for 
Badders, what*''” 

Col. florn accepted the 
brief and williin a month 
had decamped for the 
honeystono village of 
badminton, high on the 
rim of the first Cotswokl 


ridge above the Severn 
estuary. 

Horn was badminton’s 
first director of 
operations. His first 
“office" was the piano 
top in the music room of 
the grand house. The 
postmistress at the 
village shop typed up 
the entry forms for the 
first competitors. Horn 
spent that autumn and 
all winter pedalling 
round the estate's 
parkland and ploughed 
fields with a mileometer 
on his bicycle to mark 
out the cross-country 
course. 

The first badminton 
was hold the week after 
Easter. 1949—and' ii no 
time it had become as 
much as a proper noun 
1 n sport as the name of 
the worldwide game 
with 


Where Hnrses 


F ORTY-three 

summers ago, the 
late Duke of 
Beaufort had a 
picnic with a wartime 
pal of his on a rug on a 
hillock at Sandhurst. 
They were watching the 
equine cross-country 
event at the 1948 
Olympic Games. 

“A touch more cheese. 
Master,” enquired Col. 
Trevor Horn of His 
Grace, “or another 
grape?” But the duke 
ignored his friend. He 
was distracted as. one by 
one, the horses and their 
riders cantered past, 
both sets of nostrils 
flaring. 

His Grace was 
hatching an awfully 
good wheeze. 

“Tell you what, Horn”, 
he suggested,-why 
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A view qf the famous 
Badminton Trials in 
progress 
















Lucinda Green 
hgMins on to dear life g 
as she tackles a water o 
barrier I 


take over the event’s 
administration in 1967, 
he insisted on Col. Frank 
Weldon being: in charge, 
particularly in building 
the course for the 
showpiece day, the 
cross-country. 

Weldon is now seen as 
the “father” of 
badminton - -and, indeed 
for the whole sport 
which is now truly 
global where, hitherto, 
it was an insular 
pastime for French 
cavalry officers. 

Col. Frank's 

course-building dictum | 
was “to frighten the wiU? ' 
out of the riders while 
never scaring the 
horses.” 

Horses, he told me 
during his last 
"Badders” two years 
ago, have always been 
aware of their limits 
since time immemorial. 
"Humans can 
improve—look at j 

Olympic Games’ | 

running times—but | 


I etwiu t: ui iijci, 

since time im 
"Humans car 
improve—loc 
Olympic Gan 

_ _ _ _ running tim« 

Vrais Of Riders 


shuttlecocks— itself 
“invented” one rainy 
afternoon in the late 
1860s by two 
great-great aunts of the 
present duke in the 
entrance hall of 
Badminton House. Their 
leave over, the two 
military wives took their 
invention back to India, 
whence it spread like 
wildfire around the 
bored British Raj. 

Not that Col. Horn is 
given the fiill credit, 
with the late duke, for 
nurturing the modern 
badminton. When the 
present duke was asked 
by his ageing uncle to 
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Horses hiave ^a^l>een 
aware of time 

Imm^oHaf. ‘Hwmitils <iaf» Improve’ 
said Col. Trevor Horn, look at 
Olympic Games' times—but 

however more they are tuned 
and traifiedi horsee today don’t run 
any qulclter than they did on the first 



however more finely 
they are tuned and 
trained, horses today 
don’t run any quicker 
than they did on the 
very first Derby Day, or 
even at the Battle of 
Agincourt.” 

“So at badminton the 
philosophy is to know 
exactly what the hoi-ses 
are capable of—which 
we do—and then dare 
the riders to go there 
with them. That’s why it 
frightens the jockeys, 
but never the nags”. 

Thus, for the 44th 
time, the famous annual 
human “dare” is upon us 
again.* 





Interesting' snippets from the world media that we normally djon’t get to heaj- aboet 


CASTRO'S DREAM 


E ver !>eeii a kid's 
eyeb pop out in 
exciU'ment when 
he pc-tb something’ 
I he wants foi dhiibtmas’ 
And have y ou evei seen 
^ a g J own up do 1 lie same ^ 
I \A/p 11 if you haven t 
thiT von bhc uld have 
I been dj ouiid when Fidel 
I Cjstrosdw the gift given 
I tohmib-y the Americans 
on d VI 111 lot uba -a 
I nmltispu d trail bike 
His eyes popped out 
when the American 
buoei bikt was 
I pif seiited to hun by the 
membeis rjf the United 
I States Olympic 
f omm rtee on a visit to 
dibtubs the forthcoming 
Pan Amei ii an Games m 
Havana 
The gift was m 
I keeping with the 
j eubtciity measures 
adopted by Cuba bet a use 
of th< fiet 1 ol Cl ibib aftei 
the G ul ( War They havt 
even star ted importing 
eyt-les from China to 
meet flu growing 
deinaiin of ttu touiitr y 
Wht-ii 1hc-y wliH led 
oiUthtbiki (astio’s 
eycb got as big as my 
kul soii( hribtmab 
niornnig said one 
nffu idl AiuKcibtto 
I tv(i ihorl of humour 
rfuipjied Iwilllidvtto 
lose 50 Uj 60 pounds 
before I can r ide it' 

TRAFFIC STOPPERS 


SPORTING 


T ^llh iteitiicpallet m 
Cilculta an fainnus 
fo' (f'dUng ixinfuhiuxi 
iiidtiaftK jams But 
what da you say to their 
fousmsiti Tiimddd who 
stopped d ctiL'ket match 
topeitoim then duties'’ 

Phil Simmons issued 
a parking ticket! 


I 


A dub match featuring 
Test cricketers Tony 
Gray and Phil Simmons 
was called off when the 
traffic police of Trinidad 
issued parking tickets to 
the umpires and 
players The 
reason they had 
parked their cars in a no 
parking zone' 


A RIP OFF 


P LANNING to go for 
the Summer 
Olympics in Barcelona 
next year’Well you are 
advised to carry along a 
string of credit eards 
and check your bank 
balance beforehand 
because the Catalan 
hoteliers are reported to 
be charging $500 a 
night for five-btar 
luxury and even a 
three-star stay could 
cost ab much as $220 
This lb more than twice 
the rale of a room 
during the Seoul (1988) 
or Los Angeles (1984) 
Olympics Juan Antonio 
Samaranch president of 
the International 
Olympic Committee 
says that the hoteliers 
should think again 
“The prices are too 
high,” he warned 
Atlanta officials 
however, have promised 
‘affordable prices at the 
1996 Olympics 


CHARmr.NOWAT 


B ernard TAPiE, the 

flamboyant owner of 
Olympique Marseille, 
has taken his fair share 
of cnticugn this season, 
but now le has shown 
that he e Isu has a heart 
For Mai seille’s next 
away game against 
Rennes he has offered 
to give his share of the 
receipts of the game to 










Unford Christie 
has finafiy been 
..eared of the cloud 
of suspicion of 
having taken drugs 


AN EXPENSIVE HOAX 


is a hoax not a 
WW hoax? Soccer fans 
were stunned when an 
announcer broke into an 
Italian League game 
commentary to say Pope 
John Paul II has been 
critically wounded in an 
assassination attempt. 
Moments later, the same 
game was interrupted 
again with a report 
stating that the terrorist 
has been arrested. The 


two errors, heard only 
in northern Italy, were 
tapes of the 1981 news 
highlights and got on 
the air by mistake. The 
Pope was, of course, 
perfectly well and 
fortunately it was no 
April Fool prank. 

SLEEP IN PEACE 

L inford CHRISTIE 

the silver medallist in 
the 100m at the Seoul 
Olympics can finally 
sleep in peace. Amidst 
the hue and cry of Ben 
Johnson testing positive 
in the drug test a small 
tendril of doubt lingered 


regarding Linford 
Christie. Traces of 
Ginseng tea found in his 
urine sample had put 
the authorities in a 
quandary. They didn’t 
know what to do and a 
decision has finally been 
taken. The Ginseng tea 
which had put Christie 
under a cloud of 
suspicion has officially 
been cleared as drug 
free. 

To avoid further 
embarrassment the 
authorities are also 
planning to carry out 
blood tests on athletes to 
catch drugs not detected 
in the urine samples. 
Now at least Christie can 
head for his bed secure 
in the knowledge that 
his silver medal is 
finally his! • 










RANJI TROPHY SEMI-FINAL 


! vsluiYn KAPIL 

MAKES ALL 

THE 

DIFFERENCE 



ByRAJUMUKHERJEE 


ARYANA sauntered 
into tlie 1] nal of the 
Ranji Trophy 
championship by 
elbowing out 
reigning champions 
Bengal by a very convincing 
first-innings lead of 165 runs 
This was Haryana’s second entry 
into the ultimate lound of the 
premier national championship. 

If it was visualised in certain 
corridors that the Haryana team, 
full of callow youth, would be no 
match for the seasoned 
campaigners of Bengal, especially 
in the unfamiliar surroundings of 
the Eden Gardens, skipper Kapil 
I3ev had other ideas. 

It is not often that Kapil IDev 
stays in India during the domestic 
cricket season and so his presence 
in the Haryana team is all too 
rare. But then, when he is arou nd 
he makes it a point to prove that 

Haryana made their second entry 
Into a Ranji final and a young fan 
congratulates man-of-the-match 
Kapil 
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What manner of man is this? 

KmII Dev gives tips to 
the Bengal bowlers. This is 
greatness 






Skipper Pronob Roy's 
decision to bot second 
after winning the toss 
came in for some 
criticism. Actually that 
was not the main reason 
for Bengal's defeat. The 
prime reason could be 
,thot psychologicolly the 
Bengal players were not 
upto to It against Kapil 
Dev 



his side would haunt the best cjf 
opposition. 

In the unfamiliar atmosphere of 
the Eden Gardens, the Haryana 
young-sters rose to the oceiisjon 
Wicketkeeper Vijay Yadav (106) in 
the company of Ajay Banerjee 
(111)—both in their early 
30s—took a major share of the 
honours. It was their massive 
partnership of 186 runs in 326 
minutes that ultimately made the 
difference between victory and 
defeat. 

As is his wont, skipper Kapil 
Dev led by example. He raced to a 
mag'fiificont 141 and then for 
grocxl measure scalped five victims 
to red uce Bengal into abject 
submission. Apiart from his own 
individual contribution, it was his 
presence that motivated the others 
to ffive off their best. 

Chetan Sharma struggling to 
regain his Test place did no harm 
to his reputation of being an 
honest trier. On this ‘sleeping 
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beauty’ of a wicket, he tried his 
best to work up a lively pace and 
was rewarded with three wickets. 

However, the man who was 
really on a silver streak was the 
ever-reliable Amarjeet Kaypee. He 
may not be a purist’s delight, but 
there is no denying that he has a 
broad bat and a big heart. He came 
to Calcutta with a string of tall 
scores and it was to his credit that 
he carried on from where he had 
left off with two centuries against 
Uttar Pradesh in the quarter final. 
In this match, he had scores of 78 
and 102 and now has a 
phenomenal aggregate of 890, 
just 118 short of W, V. Raman’s 
record of 1008 Ranji runs in one 


As for the actual match, once 
again it was the same scenario of 
placid pitches and drab 
encounters. The character of the 
Eden Gardens wicket has changed 
over the years. Old-timers have 
fond memories of fast, green 
wickets of the Sixties. In the 
Seventies, we had wickets which 
were slower in comparison but 
provided appreciable turn as the 
match progressed. 

Totals in the region of 300 were 
considered fair’ at the time and 
interesting tussles took place. 
Outright decisions in 3 or 4 days 
was the norm and thousands came 
to watch the duels. 

Unfortunately, the pattern has 
changed. To watch Kapil Uev in 
action, no less than 10,000 did 
brave the humidity and the heat of 
late April on the opening day. 
Kapil Dev. the master entertainer, 
certainly did not disappoint them. 
But as the prcxieedings slowed 
down the crowd response was 
lukewarm as is only to be 
expected. 


statisticians on the edge of their 
seats. 

The young visitors, unheralded 
and under-rated, must have 
stifled a laugh or two as the 
much-vaunted Bengal team went 
on tripping at almost every hurdle 
that it encountered. 

Skipper Pronob Ray’s decision 
to bat second after winning the 
toss came in for some criticism. 
Actually that was not the main 
reason for Bengal’s defeat. The 
prime reason could be that 
psychologically the Bengal 
players were not up to it against 
Kapil Dev. In every department of 
Bengal’s performance appeal ed to 
be totally at variance with their 
usual form and ability. The 
seamers bowled short on the slow 
wicket and their direction too was 
never consistent. The fielding. 



especially catching, was way 
below the mark expected of first 
class cricketers. For lack of 
gumption, the batsmen, except of 
course Arun Lai, fell by the 
wayside. 

Arun Lai for the umpteenth 
time displayed character and 
courage. He was having a lean 











The Haryana captain and his 
teammates weicome batting hero 
Kaypee back with a ton in 
the second inning8...his fifth this 
season. The 33-year-old crossed 
800 runs this season 

patch by his own standards in the 
domestic season and was 
understandably very keen to 
prove to himself, if to none else, 
that he was still ^ood enough to 
^t runs when the need ai’ose. He 
proved his point with an excellent 
innings of 136 but it was not 
enough to infuse any element of 
inspiration to his colleagues. 

Statistically Bengal seamers, 
Sagarmoy Sen Sharma and 
Dattatreya Mukherji, took 7 and 4 
wickets, respectively, in the 
match as rewards for their earnest 
endeavours but those figures in 
no way left a mark on the course 
of the match. More impressive was 
the left-arm orthodox spinner 
Utpal Chatterjee. who 



However, the man who 
was: really on a silver streak 
was the ever-neliable 
Amarjeet Kaypee. He 
may not be a purist's 
delight, but there is no 
denying that he has a 
broad bat ond a big 
heort. He come to 
Calcutta with o string of 
folf scores ond it was to 
his credit that he carried 
on from v^re he had left 
off with two centuries 
against UP 


concenti'ated on length and line , 

and was distinctly unlucky to | 

have only two vicjtinis. Chatterjee j 
also scored a fifty and was ! 

associated m a cen t iiry | 

partnership with Saradindu ! 

Mukherji (FM) for the 8th wicket, j 
Bengal’s best bets for higher 
honours did scant justice to i 

themselves. Saradindu Mukherji | 

lost his length and line after a j 
tight first spell of six overs He j 
looked woefully out of touch and 
was severely mauled hy the young 
rivals. His final analysis lead one 
for 138 off 41 overs Sourav 
Ganguly played a very scratchy 
innings of 27 and appeared to te j 
over-burdened by his new-found j 

repu tation. Unless both of them 1 

can convert thei r potential into ! 

.solid pierformanaes. any hope of 
making it in the top league would 
only remain a distant dream. 

PICTURES BY SANTOSH GHOSH 









BOMBAY-HYDERABAD RANJI SEMIS 


U 1L 



That’s what 
the Bombay 
batsmen 
hit the 
visiting 
Hyderabadis 
with 


.IIE Hyderabadis came 
armed with everything 
JeES but hope That— though it 
would be lathei unfair to 
mention-they left back in 
the confines of their 
histone city Speaking of history 
it was history itself that cheated 
on them Ranji Trophy history 
Arshad Ayub s men had only to 
open the Ranji Trophy c hronicles 
to realise they needed to overturn 
more than half a century of 
cnoketing data just so that they 
could hope to defeat Bombay in 
the Ranji Trophy semi-finals No 
such luck 

Seven encounters with Bombay 
have resulted in seven outi ight 
defeats Therefore, it was only 
obvious that the txxikies tipped 
Hyderabad as underdogs (those 
wizened astrologers in the Press 
Box did too) Current form and 
history favoured Bombay 
Most of the Bombay players had 
seen battle On the other hauid 
Hyderabad playera saw little or 
no competitive cricket over the 
last couple of months In fact, the 
ominous clouds of defeat had 
already gathered in and aJOimd 
the Hyderabad dreasing room 
even before their openers had 
gone out to bat Designated 
captain Arshad Ayub (he filled in 
foi Mohammed Azharuddin who 
had to leave following County 
engagements) added to the 
intensity of the already charged 
atmosphere by not arriving from 
England as scheduled Just as 
manager C S Shyamlal had 
finally convinced himself that the 
rems of responsibility had to be 
handed over to someone more 
accountable, Ayub made a grand 
entry The reception was 


obviously lukewarm 
On the other side of the firing 
line—just a dressing loom 
away -the battle-hardened 
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Bombay boys were busy trying to 
convince themselves that it was 
indeed an important match and 
they shouldn’t be taking things 
toohghtly Simply translated, It 
would mean they were oozing 
confidence Their top seven had 
been scoring heavily recently, but 
obviously, all eyes were focused 



cm a certain Mr Sachin Tendulkar 
who was hours away from his 
18th birthday. 

One did not feel like waking 
Tendulkar up from his reverie and 
so the newsmen tiptoed out of the 
room and went back to their 
business. Newly elected captain 
(courtesy the unavailability of 
Ravi Shastri) S’lyay Manjrekar. 
25 years young, looked anything 
out nervous at his new found 
responsibility. He dodged 

Sridhar raises his bat after his 
classy century. 

His was a responsible innings 


H 












complicated questions with the 
ailfullness of ballerina and 
dashed headfirst into the easy 
oi^es. “There are quite a few 
batsmen (Hyderabad) I have never 
seen play before and therefore it is 
difficult to predict anything,” he 
said. He alro made a few specialist 
comments like, “the match will be 
a test of endurance and the team 
which can beat the heat will have a 


fair chance.” 

In the course of the next four 
days, it transpired that Ayub and 
his itiBXi really could not teat the 
heat. Even the sun’s rays assumed 
a gentler tone in the face of the 
fierce but sustained onslaught by 
the Bombay batsmen. 




Manlrekar carved out a triple 
hundred. Class was the bottom 
line of his innings 

I T all started with the toss, that 
simple yet necessary formality 
that goes on to decide so many 
Test matches. Manjrekar called 








Kambli scored a century In 
both innings. No sweat 
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correctly and chose to bat on a 
wicket that looked as if it had been 
laid out to the cows for breakfast, 
an occassional greenish tinge 
visible here and tbeie. 

Tlie initial moisture caused a 
few early problems for the 
Bombay openers and Hyderabad 


seamer Rajesh Yadav undid SisJiir 
Hattangadi with the last ball of bis 
second over. Hattangadi was a a 
trifle unlucky as the ball gra«a<% 
his pads and rolled on to his " 
stumps. Yadav s streak of ■ > 
impetuousity did not end there. 
Switching ends with 


Ramanamurthy, he trapped 
Lalchand Rajput, who was 
deceived by a slower one and was 
caught plumb in front. 

With Bombay gasping at the 
loss of two wickets for 30 runs, 
typewriters began crackling in 
the Press Box. Every journalist 
began to conjure up fancy 
introductory lines for their 
reports, and when the 
battle-hardened vet, Dilip 
Vengsarkar (more about him 
later)-was given a reprieve by 
umpire J.D Ghosh, twice, they 
actually started banging their 
typewriters. The intros 
condemning Bombay were left 
stuck for the rest of the day. 

Chairs was pulled forward, hot tea 
sipped, as we settled down to 
watch the unfolding of a brilliant 
partnership. 

Vengsarkar and Manjrekar, by 
now fairly hot and undeniably 
hungry, came in for lunch at 104 
for two. Manjrekar was still a 
single short of his 50 and old 
Vengsarkar was suffering from 
the heebie-jeebies of his shaky 
start. The selectors in the stands 
pursed their lips grimly. Another 
Indian team was on the verge of 
leaving without the services of the 
‘colonel’ Or weus it? Vengsarkar 
replied in the negative. A blunt 
‘NO’.— 

After lunch. Manjrekar was 
busy deciding how many more 
minutes he would take in order to 
score that elusive single. After 
waiting patiently on 49 for 20 
minutes, the Bombay captain 
cover-drove Ramanamurthy 
exquisitely for his eighth 
boundary and half century. 
Vengsarkar, on the other hand, 
took up the cue and after 
surviving a third lease of life at 
38, both he and Maryrekar broke 
out of their self-imposed shackles. 
Thereafter, both batsmen tried to 
outdo each other, cutting, driving 
and flicking with sustained 
savagery. 

Vengsarkar finally fell at the 
end of the day for 121 chancy 
runs. Manjrekar breathed easy at 


172. Bombay stood tall at 323 for 
three and Arshad Ayub had 
reason to hold a team meeting that 
evening. One of the topics that 
could have come up was his own 
unimpressive bowling. 

The Hyderabadis trooped out on 
the second day hoping that Rajesh 
Yadav would take off from where 
he had left the day before. It was 
not to be. Instead, it was 
Ramanamurthy who had to keep 
things in check from his end. 

Sachin Tendulkar, who had come 
in at Vengsarkar’s dismissal, 
helped himself to six boundaries 
off Yadav as Hyderabad s attack 
was cut into ribbons, the gaping 
wounds there for all to see. Their 
fielding, overthrows and misfields 
could have prompted MAD comics 
to do a satire on them. 

Arshad Ayub’s bowling figures 
(he was the only bowler who came 
close to giving away 200 runs) 
underwent major surgery. If the 
boys from the south were left 
gaping at Tendulkar’s brilliance, 
captain Manjrekar built up his 
innings with savoire faire Ho 
didn't murder the bowling He 
just kept nicking at them with 
gentle turns and flicks, his bat 
flicking like a stilleto. 

Tendulkar's flamboyance had 
by now given way to carelessness: 
he threw away his wicket when on 
70 going for the big hit In came 1 
Vinod Kambli, another batting | 
prodigy, and he showed 
Tendulkar what one can do with a | 
little bit of caution. Spinner 
Venkatpathi Raju (of the Sri 
Lanka Test famejcame on and was 
treated with disdain. Kambli 
clubbed him for a huge six and 
helped himself gleefully to 14 
nms in Raju’s 33rd over. 

When tea was taken, Kambli 
was on 96. And Manjrekar? He 
had (gasp!) already become the 
tenth batsman to score a triple 
hundred in the Ranji Trophy. 
Everything else had paled into 
insignificance. ‘Tm glad I lasted 
so long,” was all he said. Simple 
fellow. Kambli, by virtue of his 
128 had crossed 1000 first class 
runs. 

The Press-box had by now 
become a veritable mad house. The 
statisticians were yelling out 
figures and numbers, the 


newsmen were yelling for 
clarifications. Manjrekar’s 
innings ended at the unholy 
figure of 666 minutes and when 
he trooped back to the pavilion he 
looked kind of...tall. The Bombay 
batsmen went to bed at 807 for six, 
their highest Ranji Trophy total 
so far, and Hyderabad skipper 
Arshad Ayub called for another 
emergency meeting to discuss 
‘strategy’for the next day. Hah! 

S OME very serious plans must 
have been chalked out the night 
before, because the initial 
Hyderabad resistance did 
themselves proud. After losing 
opener C. Jaikumar for a well 
made ‘duck’, they went on to score 
247 rxins for the loss of three 
wickets. This xmexpected 
compilation of runs was only 
because of Bombay’s pedestrian 
attack and a rather placid wicket. 

M . V. Sndhar, who has been 
scoring rather heavily for 
Hyderabad of late, came in at the 
fall of Jaikumar. He soon settled 
down and began playing 
cat-and-mouse with the Bombay 
fielders. Manjrekar had a battery 
of seven men in close catching 
positions but that did not deter 
Swaroop who banged anything 
that was short and outside the 
stumps with ridiculous ease. 
Sndhar, on the other hand, settled 
down slowly and. even though 
spinner Mokashi kept a tight line 
and length, was more prudent 
with his drives. 

By tea, Sridhar was on the 
threshold of another century and 
the Hyderabad pair looked quite 
impregnable. The wicket too did 
its bit, neither offering any spin 
nor pace. It was for Manjrekar to 
take the new ball, which he did 
and looked in askance at his 
trusted warhorseRaju KuJkami. 
Kulkarni responded. A late 
outswinger saw Swaroop reacting 
and the ball landed safely in the 
hands of Chandrakant Pandit. 

It was then that Ajnib made a 
tactical blunder by sending in 
Ramanamurthy as 
nightwatchman. Bombay had just 
taken the new ball and 

There was an occasional hitch 
inSwaroop’s innings. 
Nevertheless, he got a hundred 


Ramanamurthy’e batting was 
certainly not all that hot. Pandit 
and Kulkarni again teamed up 
and Ramanamurthy walked back 
for no score. A very comfortable 
Vivek Jaisimha played out the rest 
of the dying minutes. Tomorrow 
was other day. 

It was not as if the batsmen put 
up a total resistance the next ^ 
morning. For a time it did look as i 
if the foundations of a large 
partnership was being laid, but 
Vivek Jaiaiinhs went and spoilt it 
all. He departed for aoazefully 
compiled 71 and the prooeesion 
followed thereafter. The only 
resistance coming in the end from 
a very determined Venkatpathi 
Raju. Rl^u put up his maiden fifty 
with careful defence in the face of 
a full throttled Bombay 
onslaught. 

Hyderabad did have the 
potential of making a fight of it. 
but all their hopes crumbled And 
the chief architect for Hyderabad’s 
sudden diminishing fortunes was 
spinner Sanjay Patil. He started 
the slide when Vivek Jaisimha 
played a rather uppish drive off 
him to Kambli. And when Sridhar 
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Uttle Tandulkar played both 
his innings In whirlwind 
fashion. The crowd loved it, 
and him 


departed fur a oareei best 184, the 
wntmgf was on the wall Twenty 
nmiutes after tea bix>ug'ht the 
cnxrtains down on Hyderabad It 
was going to be batting practice 
for Bombay 

It may not have been, seeing the 



way they had begun the third day 
Their fielding was very shoddy 
and seemed to fade away during 
the course of the day But lapses 
on the part of Hyderabad seemed 
to make up for all of Bombay's 
errors The highlight at the end of 


the day was Vengsarkar’s orreot 
fielding at shps He took three 
successive catches to end 
Hyderabad’s suffering Both 
Sndhar and Raju edged balls that 
did not turn and Vengsarkar 
made no mistake in gobbling them 
up The end came when last man 
Kanwa^jeet was bowled by Patil 
The action in the Press box had 
Uso hotted up by now The 
/^etei ans had passed the hat 
around earher in the day for a 
contribution of rupees five by 
everywhere present and 
watching It was some kind of a 
contest, whoever came closest to 
predicting Hyderabad’s total 
would get the sum that had been 
collected m the pool Iionically, it 
was someone from Bengal a 
reporter from TheStateeman who 
bagged it Talking about 
mathematics and quotient rules 
“Your team is m qiute a tight spot 
back home,’’ grumbled someone as 
the lucky fellow went to receive 
hiB money 

The foiirth day provided no 
mterest whatsoever It only held 
entei tamment value and the 
cricketers provided lots of it 
Bombay made anothei quickfiie 
four hundred plus with Kambli 
getting another century and 
Sachm puttmg up a thrilling 88 
The only sore point was Ddip 
Vengsarkar’s fiasco with a 
reporter in the Press Box 
Soumitra Bose of The Telegraph 
had approached the already wary 
Vengsarkar for an mterview and 
got one on the promise that he 
would produce the transcribed 
copy for Vengsarkar’s perusal 
Vengu read, disapproved and tore 
the copy into shreds 
On the face of Bose’s 
protestations, Vengsarkar let fly 
with the choicest of galvs and 
threats, even threatenmg him 
with not leavmg Bombay m one 
piece Looks hke Vengsarkar’s 
nerves are getting a httle firayed 
Coming back to cricket, when 
Manjrekar declared at 446, 
Hyderabad needed an enormous 
target of804 for a win They too 
settled down to some serious 
battmg practice The farce came to 
an end soon after 

Robbi ChstterlM, Bombay 




Vinod Ksmbli's score of 
126 and 127, In both the 
innings ol the 
Bombay-Hyderabad 
Ranjj Trophy semi finai, 
makes him only the third 
batsman to have scored 
a century in both the 
innings of a Ranji Trophy 
match this season 
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At the 

National Housing Bank, 
our commitment knows no 
boundaries. 

Because we underhand 
the diversity called India. 

Where different people 
have different needs. 
Different limitations. And 
different c^}abilities. 

And where our objective 
is to help each one of them 
to get a house of their own. 

An inspiring challenge 

NHB was thus Ixxn of a 
cx>mmitment to the housing 
needs of an aitire naticxi. 
Two years ago. 

As a wholly-owned 
subsidiary erf the Reserve 
Bank of India 

An ^)ex instituticwi to 
promote, strengthen and 
support the country’s housing 
firiance system. 

Wtxking towards the goal 
of “Shelter For All”. With die 
motto “Small Man First”. 

The task before us is truly 
stupendous. 

What with a colossal 
shortage of housing. Scarce 
build^le land. Esotlating 
axistruction a)sts. And 
housing becoming 
increasingly unaffordable fex- 


a large segtnait of our 
population. 

Making shelter possible oi 
this scale is a daunting 
challenge. 

But ftx- NHB’s band of 

dedicated pMofesskxiaLs — . , - -, 

drawn from various COnUUltniCnt tO milli 

disciplines — it is the life-force 
of their mission. 

A dedicated commitment 

NHB’s flagship pMogramme 
— the unique Home Loan 
Account Scheme — is a 
reflection of that commitment. 

A scheme that makes 
owning a house a possibility 
f(X every Indian. 

But NHB is also promoting 
the cause of housing in other 
ways. 

By refinancing loans to 
indiriduals througfi banks, 
housing finance corrpanies 
and coopierative institutions. 

Facilitating project loans fa- 
land development to public 
agencies, pix^essioial 
developers and cooperatives. 

Supporting rental housing 
prq^. 

Assisting building material 
industries. 

In frict, NHB has already 
disbursed over Rs. 440 
oores. To help provide 
shelter to over one lakh 
eighty thousand frunilies. 

Our sights are set even 
high^- in the years to come. 

On the long journey ahead 
that we are determined to 
complete. 



Housing fear millions.We’te making it happen. 







GEORGE FOREMAN VS EVANOER HOLYFIELD 


IHE BATTLE OF 
THE AGES’ 


Foreman & Holyfield. Two men who could be in greater 
contrast in every way. One won, the other lost. Yet their 
finest victory was the turning of a sham into something of 

a legend 


W E were hard at work 
on the night of 
Saturday 20 April, 
producing (what 
might seem 
amazing for Indian 
newspaper readers) the 32-page 
sports section of The Sunday 
Age, ’ the Melbourne newspaper 
that employs me. The phone rang 
and the young lass on the other 
end wanted to know how “the 
fight” was going. 

It was going fairly well, I 
answered earnestly, thinking she 
meant the constant battle against 
deadlines. No, no, she said in 
disgust (she must have thought 
she had a halfwit on the other 
end!) what was happening in the 
boxing? You know, George 
Foreman against Evander 
Holyfield. Aha, I said, having seen 
the light, THAT fight! 

She was very worried. Did she 
have money cm the fight, I asked 
her? Yep, tfbe did. On Foreman? 
Yep, she did. WeU, I said, her hero 
wasn’t looking too good. There 
was a groan on the other end of 
the line. ITie fight was only into 
the fifth round, but because it was 
not beioK televised ^ 

Australia, the entire country was 
Oewie Porenwn; wnazlna 
cemabKk tor a 42-yaar-«ld 


agog, waiting for a result. 

It was a script straight out of a 
■Rocky’ movie. Holyfield was 28. 
Foreman, 42. Holyfield was the 
reigning world heavyweight 
champion, Foreman the second 


oldest challenger for the title he 
had taken from Joe Frazier in 


Kingston, Jamaica eighteen years 


previously. 


In all, the statistics that one 


associates with pre-fight hype, 
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tib^Draaone factor that seemed 
to weight moetsiffnifioantly with 
FOreanan: puhlio senti me nt. It was 
Wled aa the'‘Battle of the ages” 
and it certainly seemed something 
of a mismatch. Thecre was the 
campion, Holyfieid, a trim, lean. 
94 kilograms; there was the 
chatenger, 116 kilograms, only 
four kilos lighter tham^e 
legendary Prime Camera, the 
Ixeaviest heavyweight in ringr 
history. 

Yet Foreman carried no spare 
weight. The TSzas preacher, who 
is known these days as the 
Reverend Foreman, looked a 
perfect fighting machine. There 
were no spare tyres around his 
waist, no flesh hanging from his 
jowls. But Foreman tr^ed the 
customary pre-fight red herring 
for his opponent, joking about his 
(Foreman’s) supposed huge 
appetite for junk food. 

But Holyfieid, admiring 
Foreman’s physique, said before 
the fight, “All that talk about him 
eating burgers, burgers, burgers, 
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was all a load of hype. It doesn’t 
make any difference; the fight 
isn’t in any weight, it’s in the 
individual. I don’t worry about his 
weight; it’s how you fight that 
matters in the end.” 

Yet once the fight was over, a 
contest which was even and 
enthralling. Holyfieid had 
nothing but praise for Foreman. 
“He put on relmitless pressure," 
said Holyfieid. “At any given 
moment of the fight I had to be 
punching or he was going to be 
punching me. He forced me to 
stand in there and take shots. He 
earned a lot of respect in that 
ling." 

How good, then, is Evander 
Holyfieid? That question is 
difficult to answer. He is 
unbeaten, but this is the first time 
he has bem taken the distance 
since 1986. And who did he win 
the title from? From James 
"Buster” Douglas, bloated till he 
was almost a paepdy of a fighter. 











All that talk about him 
eating burgers, burgers, 
burgers, was all a load 
of hype. It doesn t make 
any aifference: the tight 
isn t in any weight, it s 
in the individual. I don t 
worry about weight; it s 
how you fight that 
matters in the 
end -—Evander Holyfieid 


It is difficult to assess Bonmone 
like Holyfieid, but should he fight 
Mike lyson, we could know that 
answer fairly soon. 

And somewhere in aTexas 
pulpit is a 42-yBar (dd preachm' 
with fists the sise of hams who 
will ^t and dream about the day 
he cams so close to his “dream” of 
winning back the title he first held 
in 1973. George Foreman’s 
oomebadc to the sport will be 
sp(A»n of as long as stirring 
deeds axe spoken of In sport. And 
if the great man ever needs semoe 
loose chai^ for any of those 
“burgers, burgers, burgers.” he 
can dip into the $15 miUion he 
won tor getting into the zing 
againstaman 14 years yotuiger 
than him. 

OmMMgMsIior 
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The countdown 
begins for the 
FA Cup Final on 
May 19th as 

Tottenham 
Hotspur and 
Nottingham 
Forest take on 
e ach other. Can 
TgHenham 
Hoi^rdfni 

without 
Gascoigne? 




































































































UNTDOWN 



not been for the sending off, their team 
would have gone into the final. 

But it actually sounded like a lot of hot 
air because the performance of the West 
Ham team was in no way impressive. So 
much so that they were completely 
overshadowed by their opponents amd 
the convincing 4-0 score left nothing to 
the imagination. 

In the second half the Forest players 
realised that they had a numerical 
advantage and from then on there was no 


^ Gazza rides 
piggy back after 
a stupendous 
performance and 
acknowledges 
the crowd 






looking back. Four minutes into the 
second half saw Crosby opening the score 
book. A one-two with Glover saw Keane 
putting the ball through for the second. 
And in the 7l8t minute captain Pearce 
put in the ball from a pass he got from 
Nigel Clough. 

M the end there was little, read 
nothing, left of West Ham’s deflated 
ranks to stop Charles from breaking in 
and scoring, after another one-two firom 
Glover, and there was no scope of doubt 
as to which was the better team. 

On May 19th when Tottenham 
Hotspur take on Nottingham Forest in 
the final they might not have Gasooiepae 
to spur them on. Gascoigne now having 
post operation problems might not be in 
playing condition on D-day. Fate can 
indeed by very cruel but then providence 
seems to be smilii^ on the Nottingham 
team. Can they do the impossible? May 
19th will give us the answer. 

By A CorrMpendMil 


Tottenham 
players exult 
after scoring 
a goal 


nonxMWNS'ooumaranr 















CALCUTTA FOOTBALL TRANSFERS 


T he three men had long 
been keeping a silent vigil 
on the small two-storey 
building Dawn had been 
quietly breakmg on the 
horizon, when the leader 
checked his watch for the final 
time He nodded a silent go ahead 
to the man at the wheel, who 
moved the car about 500 yards 
and killed the engme 
immediately 

Then they all fanned out, 
quietly dodging past a dozen hefty 
men sleeping peacefully in the 
comforting pre-dawn breeze They 
avoided the fiont door, and tiptoed 
their way up to the back entrance 
There, a lean, medium-built man 
was wditmg eagerly with a 
luuidbag He smiled, and nodded a 
silent greeting to the three men 
and moved towards the car 
Tliirty seconds later they all 
left, dissolvmg quickly into the 
semidarkness Thirty minutes 
later the ‘lazy dozen' woke up to 
discover their ‘bii d’ had flown 
Aniruddha Koley liad made up 
his mind the night before 
Virtually undei house arrest at 
his home m South Calcutta by 
East Bengal’s henchmen for 
nearly two days, he was itching to 
make one final c ontact with the 
Mohun Bagan officials hoping to 
have a fresh bigger offer than 
East Bengal At last his time 
came, and he did not look back 
agam 


If this sounds very much hke an 
episode from an action thriller, 
well, then Calcutta football 
transfers are mdeod one sick 
action drama 

By the time Amruddha Koley 
reached a ‘safe-house’, out of 
bounds for any club’s 
star-catcher 8, tension was 
quickly nsmg m the East Bengal 
camp Word had gone around that 
Krishanu Dey and Bikash Panji, 
m many *pundits’ opinion the 
most dynamic midAeld duo m the 
country, were missmg 
The seasoned East Bengal 
officials immediately realised the 
chiUmg reality of their stars being 
‘missing’ They were ‘kidnapped’, 
they quickly figured out and their 
‘policemen’ fanned out m no time 
to track them down 
Krishanu Dey and Bikash Panji 
had gone, of their own free will, to 
meet the Mohun Bagan secretary, 
Swapan Sadhan Basu alias Tutu 
Basu, to talk about a possible deal 
before giving their final word to 
East Bengal They knew from 
their own confidential sources 
tlidt Tutu Basu was waiting with a 
sackful of cash for them That he 
would make an offer they would 
never be able to refuse So, in 
search of a windfall they made an 
early visit to the Mohun Bagan 

Krishanu Oey and Bikash Panji 
signed for East Bengal: lucrative 
deals 


The story of 
Calcutta footbail 
transfers is like an 
action Hiriiier 
Sidney Sheldon 
would be proud to 
have authored. 

And yet the 
essence of this 
mindless drama Is 
a cash craze that 
stages perhaps the 
most spectacular, 
conspiratorial and 
sometimes 
farcical star 
auction in amateur 
spoil.. 








That one rupM wot 
symbolic. Moyl»ei 
Monoronjqn woura fotm* 
be given his due by his 
new club, but In o wey it 
remoined o sod iwminder 
of the plight of o 
footballer whose time hos 
passed. As also whot o 
force the whole tronsfer 
market of Colcutto 
football can degenerate 
into...to moke you lough 


chieftain’s house. 

Tutu Basu, heir to the fortune of 
a massive shipping company, has 
never played football in his life, 
but his house was now teeming 
with a host of footballers enjoying 
his 5-star hospitality and waiting 
their turn to go to the IFA office to 
sign for Mohun Bagan. In effect, 
they were virtually under house 
arrest, isolated from all outside 
contact in one section of Basu’s 
house which was thrown open for 
Mohun Bagan’s new recruits. 

Krishanu Dey and Bikash Panji 
knew they would have a nice offer 
Little did they expect that they 
would be so pleasantly surprised 
And they sat dumbfounded for a 
long while when a mindless, 
unbelievable offer of four lakhs 
each was given to them. A whole 
kaleidoscope of dreams must have 
begun revolving in their minds 
when the possibility of an angry 
East Bengal retaliation, nearly 
made them sick. 

The wrath of East Bengal’s 
Poltu Das, both Krishanu and 
Bikash knew, was the last thing 
j they could afford to earn. Poltu 
Das has his own world of power 
and influence, and his under 
world clout has been one of his 
strongpoints in the murky 
politics of maidan sport. 

Ever since he became an active 
administrator in East Bengal, he 
I has never let his club facfe any 
financial crunch, pumping in 

Policemen driving away angry East 

Bengal tens after Monoranjan 
Bhattacharya, their guru switched 
over to Mohun Bagan 


huge amounts of cash from 
sources unknown and 
untraceable; and now, as the 
club’ii secretary, he was in no 
mood to bear the loss of East 
Bengal’s ‘priceless’ midfield duo. 

Krishanu and Bikash knew how 
this man’s mind works, but they 
also knew, through painful 
realisation, what it means to have 
to throw away a fabulous cashbox. 

But soon, to their total surprise, 
they began to realise that by 
entering Tutu Basu's house, they 
in reality no longer had the option 
of backing out of the offer. Tutu 
Basu’s house had by then become 
a top security Fort Knox. They 
were trapped. 

But the die hard East Bengal 


workers had already swung mto 
action and in a desperate bid 
almost forced Krishanu Dey's wife 
to lodge a complaint of 
kidnapping, with the police. 

The unseemly prospect of police 
intervention made Mohun Bagan 
relent, and Krishanu-Bikash left 
the Mohun Bagan ‘prison’ worried 
if the Mohun Bagan offer would be 
matched by East Bengal. The 
grapevine has it that East Bengal 
did, in the end, almost match the 
Mohun Bagan offer, even though 
both Krishanu and B ik ash 
vehemently deny it, harping on 
their loyalty to the club with 
agonising monotony; “We’ve 
decided to stick to East Bengal, 
basically because our ties with the 












Aonoranjan Bhattacharya: bone of 
contention 



dub have grown doser than ever 
before. Maybe, it vidll become 
doser in the forthcoming season, 
I mean so close that in future we 
may never switch our allegiance 
for East Bengal, no matter how 
much money is offered. ” 

Believe it? 

And stories like this can be told 
with mind-blowing monotony, if 
one talks about Calcutta’s football 
[ floor-crossing. 

Tarun Dey had apparently 
given definite indications to the 
Mohim Bagan authorities that he 
would switch over from East 
Bengal. The deal was discussed at 
length and Mohun Bagan officials 
thought the team’s defence was 
taken care of. Which was one of 
the reasons why Mohun Bagan 
chose to ignore their old warhorst- 
and personna non grata Subrata 
Bhattacharya. 

Tarun Dey is still one of the best 
defenders in the country and he 
knew the rules of the transfer 
game. Just as Mohun Bagan 
slipped into complacency, taking 
his entry for granted, he quietly 
surfaced from nowhere to sign 
once again for East Bengal and 
making himself richer by a cool 
fifty thousand more than the 
three lakhs that Mohun Bagan 
offered. 

This was the only time Mohun 
Bagan was hoodwinked in their 
hugely successful transfer season 
which saw them emerge as the 
strongest side of the Big Three, at 
least on paper. 

And as if to provide a fitting 
counterpoint to the cash-craze of 
Calcutta’s megastars and the 
Krishanu-Bikash-Tarun Dey coup 
de grace of East Bengal, 
Monoranjan Bhattacharya 
switched his 15-year allegiance to 
East Bengal in favour of Mohun 
Bagan for a token one rupee. 

Ihat one rupee was symbolic. 
Maybe, Monoranjan would later 
be given his due by his new club, 
but in a way it remained a sad 
reminder of the plight of a 
footballer whose time has passed. 
As also what a farce the whole 
transfer market of Calcutta 
football can degenerate into.. .to 
make you laugh. 

Suprakash Ghoshal 






A fter the the 

Monscwn of 1990, 
the Royal Calcutta 
Turf Club had set 
itself a standard that few 
thought it would be able 
to live up to. But as we 
see so often in racing, 
when a horse- and a 
good one at that—gets 
put into top gear or 
overdrive for that matter 
is’s amazing how much 
grovuid can be covered. 

What does however 
put a dampener on 
things, is the manner in 
which the last couple of 
days of the season were 
dragged out. It was 


we ended on a whimper. 
Moreover, a host of 
unfortunate incidents in 
the course of those last 
few days did nothing to 
improve the general 
impression and in fact at 
times turned out to be 
detrimental. Perhaps if 
we can start the season 
earlier, then the entire 
affair could be that 
much more interesting. 

For instance, it was 
intriguing to note that 
towards the close of the 
season we experienced a 
host of suspensions and 
fines because of horses 
not being allowed to run 


42 degrees on the thermometer is 
not exactly an enticmg scenario 
for even the staunchest radng 
buff and perhaps one hopes that 
after this year we will not stretch 
things out to such an extent next 
time 


fortunate that we ended 
on April 14 because 
otherwise the 42nd day 
of the meet would 
probably have had a 
mercury reading to 
supplement it. 42 
degrees on the 
thermometer is not 
exactly an enticing 
scenario for even the 
staunchest racing buff 
and perhaps one hopes 
that after tliis year we 
will not stretch things 
out to such an extent 
next time It does 
nothing for racing as a 
whole, and instead of 
ending on a high note 


on their merits. The 
question is; why don’t 
similar incidents take 
place in the early part of 
the season? The answer 
to that is probably 
twofold. Firstly, since 
there is so much 
happening in the heat of 
a racing season in full 
swing, one hardly ever 
notices such episodes 
and the Press too seems 
to play them down, 
because they have so 
much to write about. 
However, once you come 
towards the fag end and 
cynics run out of 
material, this sort of 
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The RUTC have set a very high standard as far as racing is concerned... .if they 


can keep it up, then there is a lot to look forward to next season. 
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things becomes 
hig'hlig'hted and 
everyone forgets about 
the good that has 
transpired. Quite unlike 
what Mark Anthony 
once said, but then Mark 
Anthony was no racing 
fiend. 

But shifting back to 
the racing proper, let us 


talk about wliat 
happened on the turf not 
only from the equine 
point of view, but on the 
professional firont as 
well. Romantic Dancer 
was undoubtedly the 
horse of the season, but 
Icb Dien walks into the 
record books as the 
champion ol^er horse. 


Trained by Vjjay Singh 
and sporting the silks of 
Babi Nobis, Ich Dien 
raced just thrice in the 
course of the Calcutta 
season. He won once and 
finished a close second 
twice. Beaten on both 
occasdons by one time 
Calcutta Derby wiimers. 
Romantic Dancer just 


Acalmandqukrt 
RCTC....IIttle warning 
of the excitement ttiat 
takes place on a race 
day 

got past him once and 
then Yerevan, who had 
won the 1990 Derby but 
lost it on an objection, 
did him in the time 
before. In the Queen 









Elizabeth II Cup 
however, Ich Dien was 
supreme and won 
effortlessly. In the 
bargain his sporting 
owner Nobis led in his 
third successive Queen’s 
Cup winner. He had won 
the race earlier, twice 
with the legendary 
Brave Dancer and now 
along came a horse of 
the same vintage who at 
the age of seven years 
became one of the oldest 
winners of the Queen’s 
Cup. 

Amongst the speed 
merchants there 
emerged a showy dark 
bay gelding named 
Aazish. He hailed from 
the Vijay Singh camp 


Champion sprinter: 

Aazish 

too and under his care 
he blossomed into the 
Carl Lewis of the 
Calcutta turf. Starting 
out at the top of class IV, 
nobody in his wildest 
dreams could have seen 
Aazish win the 
Hongkong Bank Cup, 
the premier sprint event 
of the season. But, win it 
he did producing a 
dazzling display of 
blistering pace which 
defied the very meaning 
of the word Handicap. 
After winning his last 
race in ordinary class III 
company Aazish took on 
horses who should have 
been giving him chunks 
of weight. Instead on the 


terms of it he was 
receiviijg close to 
nothing from these 
established veterans. 
But 1 min. and 13.9 sec. 
later Aazish proved that 
he was definitely the 
best on the day and he 
finished off as one of the 
longest priced winners 
of the Hongkong Bank 
cup and in the bargain 
gave his trainer Vijay 
Singh his second 
successive victory in the 
event. 

Vijay Singh’s brother 
Bharath was having a 
remarkable run too. In 
Sentouki he saddled a 
juvenile who ended up 
being the highest 
handicapped 


three-year-old in 
training this season. He 
won three races from 
four starts with the colt 
and it earned his owners 
Sumit and Amit Gupta 
close to a million in 
stake money with his 
efforts. By Treasure 
Leaf out of Cedar Point, 
Sentouki tasted defeat 
just once and that was in 
the Breeders' Cup when 
a three-year-old named 
Arka beat him 
convincingly running 
level weights. 
Unfortunately, we never 
saw the best of Arka 
because an injury kept 
him out of racing after 
that, but if he can be 
brought back to fitness 
he is certain to go 





places. 

Veteran trainer 
Haskell David won back 
his place at the top of list 
of trainers and ended his 
season a distance ahead 
of his nearest rival and 
incidentally last year’s 
champion Philip Corner. 
It was a grand season 
for David who won 39 
races, sweeping all the 
three legs of the Triple 
Crown with Romantic 
Dancer. His 
performance with his 
batch of youngsters 
however, was a bit of a 
dampener. Bad luck, or 
setb^ks, call it what 
you will, saw the stable 
win just two of the six 
important races 
reserved for 
three-year-olds. Of 
course, he could well 
make up for it next 
winter after he nurses 
the present crop back to 
their best for their 
Classic campaign. 

Robert Gowli just won 
the Jockeys’ 
Championship 
snatching what could at 
best be described as a 
photo finish verdict 
from Nicky Bird who 
had led until the 
penultimate day’s 



Chanwion juvenile': 
^ntouki 

racing and finally 
surrendered the lead 
when Gowli rode a 
couple of real strong 
finishes to end up on 
top. He rounded off his 
tally to finish with 24 
wins to his credit. 
Compare this to the 
success enjoyed by 
Britisher, Nick 
Connorton who left 
Calcutta at the end of 
February, but still 
notched up as many as 
21 race wins. Had he 
been around for even a 
couple of weeks more 
the outcome could well 
have been different 

Amongst the owners, 
the man who must have 
enjoyed his most 
successful season yet 
was surely Mr C. J. 
Singh. He never won a 
classic or a Listed race in 
the course of 42 days, 
but landed his gambles 
with amazing 
regularity. In the last 
month or so of racing 
C. J. with his trainer 
Javed Khan pulled off 
some of the most talked 
about coups of the 
season. Although a host 
of people have pointed a 
finger at the somewhat 
portly Sardarji you 
could take nothing away 
from him this time. He 
had won his races fkir 
and square and if you 
had simply followed his 
horses you would have 
ended up in the clover. 

Of course every season 
has its ugly side as well 
and this one too did have 
a few that will long be 
discussed and talked 
about. But on the whole 
the Royal Calcutta Turf 
Club have now upped the 
ante as far as their 
racing in concerned. 
They have set a standard 
and if they can keep it, 
we have a lot to look 
forward to. • 






F inally we arrive 
at the end of this 
long kata. From 
the position you 
are in, swing the right 
leg around and turn to 
face the opposite 
direction. Even as you 
turn cross the arms and 
perform a right gidan 
barai as you go into 
right zenkutsu-dachi. 
Then puU the right hand 
into the side of your 
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Turn right around and perform right lower block 
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Deliver a four*finger stab at a 45° angle 


body and deliver a 
yon-nukiteoT 
four-finger stab at a 45° 
angle. Then step 
forward with the left 
leg, going into 
zenkutsu-dachi and 
perform an upper block 
at 45°. Then go into 
mokso and yoi to 
complete the kata. 

By Shivaji Ganguly 
KyokusMnkalkan karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN 8HALLA 


Puli right fist into side of body 


Step forward and perform an upper block at a 45 ° angle 











My Left Heel 


THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 



A COMMON QUESTION ASKED 8T GOLFERS 
IS ‘HOW FAR SHOULD IUFT HY LEFT HEEL 
ON THE BACKSWlNO T* WEUTHE SIMPLE 
ANSWER IS: *AS FAR AS NECESSARY. *..., 


1 


concentrate on making aturn (untilthe 

LEFT SHOOIDERTOOCHES YOUR CHIN)ANO HOW 
rOUR HEEL RISES WIU.BE DETERHlNEO 
NATURALLY BY YOUR OWN LEYaOT SUPPLENESS 


HI 






TO ME THERE IS NO HARD ^ND FAST RULE 
Birr GENERALLY speaking a llEAUYOtr 
PERSON SHOULD PEQUKtTO LIFT HIS 
LE.FT HEEL A LOT MORE THAN oOMEONE 
WHO IS UGHTER BUILT AND FAIRLY 
FLEXIBLE. 


um to Eight O’Clock 



I SPEND A LOT OF TIME WORKING ON MY FIRST 
MOVE INTO THE EACKSWING AND SO SHOULD 
YOU TRY THIS DRILL PLACE THE BUTT OF 
YOURaUB IN YOUR NAVEL THEN TURN / 
UNTIL THE SHAFT IS POINTING AT BfiHT / 
O CLOCK THAT IS THE PERFECT POSITION/ 
the CLUB IS ON PLANE AND YOOR / 
BODY HAS BEGUN ITS TURN. / 






























QUESTIONS 

-4 Which 
JL .ciicketer’s 
biography IS titled A 
Smgulsu 
Man^ 

2 Whi( h 
, tennis 

player once told an 
umpiieduiing a 
match You ar e j ust 
sitting uptlieie 
picking yv)ui nose 
and not paying any 
attention to the 
match 

3 Who IS this 
, playei ‘’His nick 
name IS The Coloured 
Fak ao he plays bass 
guitar inaieggae 
band and has a top ten 
record hit in his 
country 

4 Identity this 
. sportsman who 
worked as an 
apprentice jockey 
barman and tailor s 
cutter before he 
became one of the best 
snooker players of the 
world 

5 Why did Mrs 
. Becker name her 
son Boils'^ 

6 What was 
, Jimmy Connors 
goal in life before he 
became a tennis pro*’ 

7 Whom do the 
. male tennis 
players call the Vein*’ 

8 Why IS it that 
, Davis Cup 
matches in the USSR 




ANSWERS 


1 Phil Edmonds biogi aphy by Simon Barnes 

2 Jimmy Connors to urnpire Jeremy Shales ojring 
the Lipton International tennis 1987 

3 Ruud Gullit 

4 Alex Higgins 

5 Because she was influenced by Boris 
PasternaK s Dr Zhivago 

6 To be a defence lawyer 

7 Martina Navratilova because of her prominent 
veins 

8 Because there are no grass courts m the USSR 

9 Hellen Wills Moody playing tennis 

10 J W H T Douglas won the middleweight gold in 

11 Ingrid Kristiansen of Norway 

12 Ivan Lendl 

13 Guillermo Vilas 

14 Wrestling 

15 lonTirtac 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
KAUSHIKBARUA 
SE ELECTRICAL 
ASEB 

OIBRUCARH CIRCLE 
DIBRU6ARH-7B6001 
ASSAM 

All answers sent in by the contributor 


have nevei bentn 
played on glass 
courts’’ 

9 Which 

. sportspei son 
according to Charlie 
Chaplin was the most 
beautiful thing he had 
overseen’ 

JL vJ Cl icket 
captain of England 
was an Olympic 
boxing gold medalist’’ 

n . Who IS the 

only athlete to 
hold the world 
I ec or ds in 5 (lOOm 
10 000m and the 
world b( St time in the 
mai athon 
simultaneously ’ 

•4 Q . Who was the 
X ^ fir ^>t junioi 
world champion 
(boysl-in tennis’’ 

•4 Q . Which tennis 
X O player was a 
poet and novelist off 
the tennis couit'’ 

-4 A . Movie star 
X^ Kiik Douglas 
started off as a 
sportsman In winch 
spor t'’ 

1 PC* 

XO lepresented 
his country m ice 
nockey in the 
Olympics Formed a 
deadly combination 
with Illie Nastase and 
IS now the manager of 
a top tennis player 
Identify this person'’ 






Top speed of Andre 
I Agassi’s new 
$500,000 Vectors 
sports car: 240 miles 
per hour. 

N umber of times per 
match that John 
McEnroe claims 
1950s-’60s star Ken 
Rosewall threw his 
racket in disgust 
when he was a top 
player: "SO times’’ 


N umber of times 
Barry Gilbert, 
father of world No. 9 
Brad, hired lawyers to 
block attempts by the 
Northern California 
Tennis Association to 
suspend Brad for 
unsportsmanlike 
conduct as a junior 
player:2 


W hat Karoly Seles, 
the father-coach 
of world No. 1 
Monica, claims she 
would have to do if 
she were prohibited 
from grunting loudly 
when she hits the ball: 
"Stop playing for six 
months while we 
remodelled her 
game.” 


T he two most 
important strokes 
in tennis, according to 
former world top 
tenner Jose Higueras: 
Serve and forehand. 


N ickname critics 
have given the 
NickBollettieri 
Tennis Academy: No 
Serve Academy. 




P lay er that 19^ ' 
Wimbledon 
runnerup Kevin 
Curren calls "the most 
entertaining player of 
all time”: Jimmy 
Connors. 








M essage on T-shirt 
worn by 

world-ranked No. 4 
Guy Forget at the 
1991 Australian 
Open; "The 
Rainforest—Endang¬ 
ered.” 
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O acts that 
Ladhrooks, 
bookmakers in 
London, gives that 
comeback king and 
five-time champion 
Bjorn Borg will win 
Wimbledon: 100 to 1. 
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C elebrity that Mats 
Wilander traded 
his French Open 
trophy to for a music 
(Grammy) award: 
Sting. 


R eminder written on 
a piece of adhesive 
tape inside of 
Gahriela Sahatini's 
rackets: “Much 
fHitience. Take your 
time." 


N umber of 

consecutive years 
that world No. 7 
Goran Ivanisevic 
finished first among 
5,000 starters in the 
traditional 
round the-city race in 
Split, Yugoslavia: 4. 


N umber of women 
players who 
recorded seines of 100 
miles per hour or 
more at the 1991 
Virginia Slims of 
Florida: 10 


T he only top player to 
congratulate 
17-year-old Monica 
Seles when she 
became No. 1 ranked 
in the world: Jennifer 
Capriati. 










F ormer Wimbledon 
champion whose 
electronically timed 
10-meter sprint was 
faster than that of 
track superstars Ben 
Johnson and (’arl 
Lewis, as recorded at 
the 1987 World 
Championships: Pat 
Cash. 









SPOTLIGHT 


F our years after she was 
first shortlisted for 
training under the Special 
Area Games (SAG) scheme 
of the Sports Authority of India, 
80-year-old Rigzin Angmo has 
learnt to her cost how ill-paved 
the road to sporting success 
was. 

Her recent selection to 
represent the country in the 
lAAF World Marathon Cup in 
London on April 21, came almost 
simultaneously as the rejection 
of her trip was announced. 
Whatever the reason, the episode 
surely has left her somewhat 
non-plussed. 

The Ladakh based runner, 
who first caught the eye under 
the novel scheme to spot distance 
runners from the high altitude 
regions, was not exactly a high 
flier of the P.T. Usha variety. But 


she began making inroads into 
the Delhi track and road 
running scene. 

Her recent nomination to run 
for India in the London 
Marathon was a result of her 
impressive showing in the Rath 
Indian Open Marathon on 
February 17, where she came 
second behind national star 
Asha Agarwal, with a personal 
best time of 2 hrs 57 mts 03 secs. 
On March 8, she added to her 
newly acquired stature, by 
finishing second in the women’s 
lO.OOOmetres final in the All 
India Inter-State Athletic 
Championships at Gandhinagar, 
Gujarat. 

Professor Subhas Manchanda, 
Cardiologist at the All Indian 
Institute of Medical Sciences, 
New Delhi, who was among the 
first to be impressed by her 


RIGZIN ANGMO 


The girl 
who came in 
from the cold 


her extraordinary endurance 
ability and dogged 
determination to improve, 
showed her responding better 
than most feUow athletes to the 
training methodology that was 
imparted to them by the coaches. 

Each successive winter, when 
athletes from Himachal Pradesh 
and Ladakh descended on Delhi’s 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium for 
assessment of their piogress. 
young Rigzin seemed a shade 
better than before. A year ago 

Rigzin Angmo: The lass with a 
never-say-die attitude 



BYRANJITBNATM 

“physiological attributes, four 
years ago, must have been the 
happiest man to see at least one 
of the athletes chosen by him 
deliver the goods. 

It was indeed unfortunate that 
Rigzin Angmo’s participation in 
the London Marathon was not 
cleared, considering the kudos it 
would have brought the runner, 
apart from exposing her to the 
very exciting international 
scene. 

At the time of writing, a 
disappointed Rigzin was back in 
the hills, immersed in her books, 
trying to get back to the 
examination preparation 
schedule which had been so 
tragically interrupted.# 







MAILBAQ 



Abrupt Ending 


fllHE so called ‘spectacular’ 

A career of Diego Maradon 
recently came to an abrupt and a 
very unspectacular end when he 
admitted that he had taken drugs. 
It was certainly not befitting for a 
sportsman of his stature to stoop 
so low. Maybe over the years he 
became so confident of himself 
that he bagan to think that he was 
invincible, and that he could not 
be touched by the law. 

Agreed that he was a player of 
extraordinary calibre, but then 
even he was not above the larger 
interests of the game. FIFA by 
banning him till, 1992 has proved 
that no player is above the game 
and its principles. Any sportsman 
has to have a certain degree of 
self-discipline and if a player does 
not have that, he should definitely 
be punished. 

FIFA, by doing so. has set a 
right example and let s hope that 
the upcoming players seeing the 
plight of Maradona does not 
resort to drugs. 

ARTA MISHKA. 

Cuttack. 

Complacency Not NeededaMBHi 

I NDIA always seem to be adopting 
a complacent policy as fai’ as 
sports are concerned. It was very 
much evident in the recently 
concluded Asia-Oceania Davis Cup 
tie against Indonesia. If wc wanted 
we could have won the tie 5-0, 
instead of the 4-1 drubbing we gave 
them. 

We Indians tend to take it easy 
when we know that we are gomg to 
win. This perhaps was the only 
reason why Zeeshan Ali, who was 
in indifferent form was allowed to 
play, and this tactical error cost us 
a match. 

India should try to adopt the 
professional approach that 
countries like Sweden follow. The 
6-0 thrashin g we got from them in 
the 1987 Davis Cup should have 
taught us a lesson or two. The 
Swedes even though they were 
comfortably poised did not allow 
the reserves to play, and hence, 
they got away with victories in all 


their matches. 

NEERAJ HARLALKA. 
Calcutta. 

Not Fair ■■■■■■■I 


I T is certainly not fair to hold the 
Ranji Trophy matches in the 
heat of summer. The cricketers 
certainly cannot put in their best 
in the scorching heat. Was the 
BCCI justified in holding the Ranji 
Trophy matches this time of the 
year? Certainly not. 

Maybe the players should also 
put their foot down sometime and 
make their position clear. 
Otherwise they will continue to be 
be victimised by the Board. It 
would have been ideal if the 
matches were postponed till 
winter 

PRABALGUHA, 

Dibrugarh. 


NotExpeetedi 

I N the article Queen Monica by 
Sue Mott in the issue dated 
10—16th April, the writer 
compares Monica Seles to the 
Liverpool club. Ms Mott, it seems 
is not aware of the reputation that 
the club enjoys all over England 
and all over the world. Liverpool 
has always been held in awe and 
respect by clubs all over the world. 

Liverpool F.C. has been rated ^ 
one of the most successful clubs in 
the world. No other European club 
can boast of the achievements that 
Liverpool can boast of. Hence it 
is unfair to compare Ms Seles to 
the Liverpool Club. Both are in a 
distinct class of their own. 

RAVI. S. NAYAR. 

Madras. 


Unfortunate 

I came to know about the Sportsworld Round Table Quiz for the 
Dunlop Spectra Wide Trophy about a fortnight ago. It is 
unfortunate that people from this part of the country cannot take 
part in this quiz. 

Thesample questions of last year that were published, were very 
interesting and they prove that, this is without doubt the best 
organised sports quiz in the country. 

I would therefore request you to inform us readers well in advance 
through Sportsworld about the details of the quiz, so that people like 
us staying far away also get a chance to participate. Another request 
is to publish the questions that were asked in the quiz, in the 
forthcoming issues of the magazine. 

S.CHOWDHURY, 

Secretary (Sports), 

Mazagon Dock Ltd ., 

Bombay. 


Harsha Bhogle's book is called The Joy of a Lifetime and not 
‘Sachincredible’ as it had been published in Sportsworld 1st May. The 
error is regretted 


■Sf 
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■■PiAKING off from 
■ where we left off 
B last week, here 
B are the final tips 
on how to pamper your 
palate and stay fit and 
trim at the same time. 
Here are some time 
tested rules on how to 
attack your food, eat 
healthily and stay in 
optimum shape. 

Taka it in writing: An 

ideal way to watch what 
you eat and how much 
you eat, is to get your 
diet plan written down. 
Once you have a set of 
goals to follow the going 
will be easier. Agreed 
that writing down your 


nriviT 

FOOD 


WAR 


Remember that the 
food wars is a constant 
struggle that continues 
through one's lifetime 
'There is no final 
victories or losses in tliis 
war There are so many 


to music or watching a 
movie, then go ahead 
and do it. As long as you 
indulge in some activity 
that will raise your 
cardiovasculai' rate, it 
does not matter what it 


lose 30% of your excess 
weight, you stand a 70% 
chance of improving 
your health and 
quallty-of-life benefits. 
The risk of 

cardiovascular disease, 
hypertension, diabetes 
and gastro intestinal 
also decreases. 

Relax: Dieting and 
reasonable eating, loses 
it’s fun when you tax 
your body too much. 
Since strict dieting can 
put the brakes on long 
term weight control, 
you’ll do better if you 
take it easy. 

Don't sweat if you 



food and eating habits is 
boring, but then it will 
remind you that you are 
over eating, or vice 
versa. This practic'e will 
almost certainly help 
you resist the urge to go 
on that wild eating spi-ee 
that all of us like to 
indulge in one time or 
the other 

Extreme measures 
don't work: Fasting for 
religious purposes is 
one thing, but if what 
you want to see is not 
God, but a size 32 waist, 
forget it. The same goes 
for extreme exeicise 
regimens. 


little skirmishes and 
major confrontations 
that you should take it 
easy on the opponent, 
especially since it’s you. 

Now eating right will 
keep you trim but what 
about the fitness party"^ 
What about burning the 
extra calories that you 
are putting in? Exercise 
is the only way that you 
can keep yourself 
looking trim, and what’s 
more you will definitely 
feel better. 

Make workouts fun: if 

joggmg bores you, then 
don’t jog. If you like to 
exercise while listening 


IS. or how you do it. 

Don't hit the wall: 

Losing weight is hard 
on the body. It must 
continually adapt to the 
increase in exercise and 
the decrease in calories. 

Eventually the body 
reaches a plateau, and at 
that point it fights buck 
by lowering it’s 
metabolism. Once you 
reach this stage, 
decrease your exercise 
regimen and give your 
body a chance to adjust. 

Set reasonable goals: 

A little loss goes a long 
way. By the time you 


backslide: Many people 
quit their diets and 
eating habits when they 
suffer a temporary 
setback from their 
regimen. One little 
choco-bar once in a 
while is not going to put 
kilos, and freaking out 
on the table once in a 
while does not have 
much repercussions on 
the body. People do tend 
to slip up once in a while 
but that’s okay. 

So folks don’t lose 
heart. Keep up the good 
job and the rewards 
won’t take long to be 
evident. 

























The Master 


At Last 


H aving had the 

extraordinary 
good fortune of 
watching the 
first three British 
golfers to win the 
Masters, I think Ian 
Woosnam's victory 
brought the most 
pleasure. There are a 
number of reasons why. 

With Sandy Lyle, Nick 
Faldo and then 
Woosnam, I followed, as 
much by luck as 
judgment, the whole of 
their final rounds. In 
Woosnam’s case there 
was also the charm of 
Tom Watson. There are 
few finer sights in golf 
than Watson’s short iron 
play when things are 


Champion Ian Woosnam 
and his caddie on the 
15th green 

going well. 

Not only that, but the 
Masters champion of 
1977 and 1981 is one of 
sport’s gentlemen and 
Ms manner towards 
Woosnam throughout 4 
1/2 hours of intense 
rivalry was everything 
anyone could wish; 
encouragement almost 
to the point of 
paternalism, by a rival 
who as dearly wished to 
win as the Shropshire 
lad. 

Watson’s 

graciousness was the 
more important to 
Woosnam, given the 


extreme partisanship 
exhibited by the huge 
following that 
progressively swelled, 
hole by hole, behind the 
last pair. The British 
cannot be self-righteous; 
we saw the same at 
Muirfleld in the British 
Open in 1987, when 
Faldo beat Paul Azinger, 
and in the Ryder Cup at 
The Belfry when Great 
Britain and Europe first 
won in 1985. 

The characteristic, 
raucous enthusiasm for 
Watson was to be 
expected; especially 
when, having fallen 
from ten under par at 
the 10th, where he 
birdied with a 12-foot 


putt, to seven under by 
the 12th, when he was in 
the water, he eagled the 
13th and 15th to share 
the lead with Woosnam 
and Jose-Maria 
Olazabal, playing one 
holeahead, on 11 under. 

The antipathy towards 
Woosnam, however, was 
wretched; on the other 
hand, it served to make 
Mm even more 
determined. ‘"The more 
aggressive I am," he said 
afterwards, “the better I 
play.’’ 

At the par-four 
dog-leg 5th—similar to 
the Road Hole at St 
Andrews, according to 
Or Alister Mackenzie, 
the designer—Woosnam 







The banner and a grand 
view of the Augusta 
clubhouse 

had gone 12 under for 
the second time with a 
10-foot first putt and 
Watson’s miss from 
three feet set him back to 
nine under. At the short 
0th a spectator was 
calling “double bogey” 
as Woosnam, the back of 
his navy shirt dark with 
sweat under the fierce 
sun, addressed his first 
putt from 40 feet above 
the pin. He bogeyed; 
and, in front, Olazabal 
birdied the 7th to join 
him on 11 under. 

Woosnam hit possibly 
the longest drive of the 
week, over 280 yards. 

The colourful but 
partisan crowd on the 
18th hole 







I 


dovm the 9th fairway, 
then pitched 140 yarde 
to within 11 feet and 
holed, to return to 12 
under.. .and there waa 
barely a ripple of 
applauae the 
packed gallery. 

ForgOyeara, 
Wooanam had aaid 
beforehand, he had 
watched the final back 
nine aa a l^stander. 

Former champion Nick 
Faldo and hia caddie 
Fanny Sunesaon walk 
over Raea Creek bridge 
during the final roundof 
theMaatera 


Now he went into it with 
a lead that he woiild 
hold, during two daya, 
for a total of 27 hcdea. 
And he waa impatient. “I 
wanted to know the 
reault,” he said. “It felt 
like I waa out there for 
ten hours.*’ 

It was not impatience 
that cost him a shot at 
the lOth, where he 
chipped fh)m offthe 
green to 41/2 feet and 
missed—Watson birdied 
from 12 feet—^butit may 
have been at the I3th. 
With two pairs stacked 
in front of them, he and 



Spectators like them 
never miss the action at 

Augu8ta...but at times 
they too need to rest their 
weary Hmbs 

Watson had more than 
20 minutes to sit on the 
tee and think—Watson 
about the loss of three 
shots on the previous 
two holes. 

Woosnam wanted to 
get it all over, Watson 
was reckoning, he said, 
that eagles at the long 
13th and 15th would put 
him back in the hunt. 
Indeed they did 
Woosnam, conversely, 
greedy on his own 
admisBion for another 
huge drive such as he 
had hit at the 13th on 
the second day, pulled 
his drive low in to the 
trees and the brook. The 
crowd disgracefully 
cheered and he was 
lucky to get away with a 
six at the hole where 
Azinger had aten last 
year. 

On the 14th tee, 
someone shouted 
disparagingly at 
Woosnam tibat Augusta 
“isn’t a links course” 

The fatherly Watson 
quietly advised him to 
‘^ust tiiink what’s 
happening in front of 
the tee, not behind it”. 

On the only hole without 









Allens At Augusta 
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Federatini Baskeflan 


T ata iron and Steel Company, 
Jamshedpur and FACT, 
Udyogamandal emerged the 
men’s and women’s champions in 
the recently concluded Fedeiation 
Cup basketball tournament held at 
Thrissur. 

In the final, TISCO met the 
Central Reserve Police Force. 

After an initial hesitation, the 
TISCO attack began to function 
well and they won the match 
easily 

In the women’s section, FACT 
had a close victory over Eastern 
Railway, (58-57; 

P. Venu Govinda Kumar 


HISAR 


NadonalJudo 


I 

J UDOKAS from Haryana 
stressed their supremacy in 
I clear terms in the 14th National 
1 Judo championship at the 
j Mahabir Stadium in Hisar. 

Hosts Haryana bagged four 
I golds, two silvers and six bronze 
{ medals Central Industrial 
1 Security Force (CISF) with three 
j golds, three silvers and one 
j bronze and Delhi with two golds, 

I two silvers and a bronze were 
second and third respectively. 

In the men's open, Cawas 
Billimoria of Maharashtra won 
I the gold through a walkover from 
i Sandip Bayala who got the gold in 
! the 71 kg. weight catagory. 

! In the women's section, 
International Judoka Sumita 
Thakur of Karnataka overcame 
Ritu Sharma of Haryana in 45 
seconds in the open weight. It was 
Thakur's second gold. 

Haryana’s Anita, in her national 
debut defeated Rajni of Punjab in 
the below 48 kg. weight category. 

Ramesh Kumari, also of 
Haryana, created a major upset by 
overcoming South Asian gold 
medallist M.W. Triveni of 
Karnataka in the below 52 kg. 
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The FACT women's team which 
won the Federation Cup 

weight category. Ramesh had also 
entered for the first time in the 
senior Nationals. 

Tilak Thapa of the CRPF and 
Ramesh Kuman of Haryana were 
declared the most promising 
Judokas. 

Suresh Kumar Lau 


1 .lA.VlS 

lll-.DRl R 

1 State 

iQjnding 


T he Bi har State cycling 
championship, recently 

Sarbax Singh of Bihar Poiice 
was the winner of the 80 km road 
race 


















organised by the Bihar Cycling 
Associatidn here, saw the overall 
team championship won by the 
South Eastern Railway but the 
individual championship in the 
main 80-kilometre road race went 
to Sarbax Singh of Bihar Police. 
The 18-year old Sarbax was trailed 
far behind by Navjeet Singh of 
Tata Steel, who. however, made 
his mark in the shorter distances 
Patronised by Tata Steel, the 
event, according to Amar Singh, 
the Arjuna Awardee coach of the 
Tata Steel squad and Hony 
Secretai-y of the Association, was 
the first of its kind in the State 

Anjan Chatterjee 


BOM BA 


Garwaie Club Billiaids 


T he finals of both the billiards 
and snooker events in the B(’A 
Garware Club tournament turnecT 
out to bt^ a rc-cnac;tnient of what | 
transpired at the recent nationals , 
in Calcutta The national 
champions. Subhash Agrawal and [ 
Yasin Merchant won their I 

billiards and snooker titles 
respectively, with convincing 
ease. For the two. it was just a 
re-affirmation of their hold over 
their respective events, 
particularly in the last 12 months 
or so. 

But if Yasin had a clearcut 6-2 
verdict over Alok Kumar, who had 
also finished runner-up to him in 
the nationals, it was as much 
because of his opponent's 
prodigality, as his own 
resourcefulness. 

Alok had numerous chances 
which he could have turned to his 
advantage but his game was 
marked by a conspicuous lack of 
acumen. His cue-ball positioning, 
his choice of colours left a lot to be 
desired which aborted many a 
promising opening. 

Yasin was not at his best, but he 
seems to have mastered the art of 
bringing off the right shots when 
the situation demands. As 
evidenced in the seventh frame, 
when despite conceding 23 points 
in aways, inspite of being 


Subhash Agarwal was the win¬ 
ner in the Garware Ciub biiiiards 

frustrated by snookers in four 
consecutive occasions, he turned 
the tables on his opponent. He got 
back with two snookers on the 
green, took the'crucial brown, 
blue and pink, and as the match 
headed for a black-ball finish, he 
produced an extraordinary two 
cushion pot to sink the black in 
the bottom right from the centre 
of the top cushion. 

On the other side, the Subhash 
Agrawal juggernaut was 
relentless as he brushed aside ail 
opposition with disdain. His 
margin of victory had more to do 
with his own form than what his 
opponent had to offer. Youngster 
Sonic Multani had quite a few 
lessons to leaim after their 
semi-final duel which Subhash 
won by 900 points. 

In the same tenor he took on 
Gevendra Joshi in the final. It 
took him a little time to settle 
down. But once he had struck his 
cueing rhythm, Joshi remained a 
mute spectator. Subhash got 
going about half an hour into the 
match with a break of 76 in lus 
fifth visit followed by a 110,191, 
215, 111, 163and lOSbesidesa 


few other half century efforts. 
Joshi, in contrast, had j ust one 
century break in the match 

A Correspondent 
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ASTURBA MEDICAL 
COLLEGE ( KMC). Manipal j 

emerged the overall champions 
(athletics and team games) in the ' 
Karnataka State Inter-Medical 
College Sports meet held here 
recently. 

SJMC, Bangalore were the i 

athletics team champions with 48 I 

points, while KMC, Manipal 145 ! 

pts) and JSS Medical College. 

Mysore (38)took the second and ! 

third spot. i 

The highlight of the meet were ^ 

the triple gold medals won by ; 

Jagadish of JSS, Mysore m the : 

100 m. 200 m and 400 m and two j 
meet records by Mallika of Mysore | 
Medical College in the 200 m and ! 

400 m. j 

A Correspondent | 
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ROUNDUP! 


J’RIVANDRUM 


ii Sub-Jimtor Nadmal 
|! SduNd Games 

I fliRIVANDRUM hosted the 12th 
' gl Sub Junioi' National Sc.hooJ 
j Gamos, at the wrong' end of the 
; season. Hentje the standard 
, suffered West Hongal dominated 
I thethreeday meet winning-the 
j overall championship 
I Ten meet i-ficords were shattered 
j al. the Watoi-Works Swimming 
i Pool. But the timing was well 
I below their personal best Tashina 
i Singh (Goa), a gymnast turned 
j swimmer, claimed the girls 
I individual nharapionship She 
I garnered 4 golds which included 
I three mcords. Tashina broke the 
I two-year-record m the 100 mts 
i and 200 mts freestyle clocking 
I 1:21. fj.'j sec Sheeja Maz-umdar 
I (West Bengal ) bficamc the fastest 
I girl, clocking 31.09 sec in the 50 
j mts freestyle 

! GopaJakrishna Nandi (West 
I Bengal) won the honours in the 
j boys section. lie collected 4 golds 
1 which included a I'ccord breaking 
! performance in the 200m 
freestyle. Nandi timed 2.23 65 
sec. erasing the existing mark by 
24 91 sec Nandi’s other golds 
were in the 200m backstroke 
(2:43 54), 4O0m freestyle 
(5.03.35) and 4 x lOO freestyle 
relay (4'34 90). Butterfly 
specialist Tapan Das, also of West 
Bengal, found a new time in both 
the 1 OOm (1:07 84) and 200 mts 
(2:39 53). 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


The West Bengal team won the 
overall championships at the 
National Sub Junior Games 

at Auckland. New Zealand 
recently He wa.s also declared the 
be.st lifter of the meet 
The other gold rnedah.st was 
Ramesh K Surti in the 52 kg 
category. India bagged in all 11 
medals including two golds and 
five silvers 

Michael R. Patrao 

P. K. Yashodara was the winner 
of Oceania Vs. Asia powerlifting 
championships. He won gold 
in the So kgs event 


.m.'\.\(;ai/)R}'; 


Oeeania-Asia 

PoweiiHftli^ 


A RJUN A awardee P. K. 

Yashodara of Mangalore 
claimfed the gold medal in the 56 
kg category at the Oceania vs Asia 
Powerlifting championship held 

1^0 “ .. 


DHA.NBAI) 


Verma Menunial 
GMcet 


C ENTRAL MINE PLANNING & 
DESIGN INSTITUTE (CMPDI), 
Ranchi lifted the 1st Randhir 
Verma Memorial Cricket 
tournmenl beating star studded 
Tata Collieries Sports 
Associations'Y P DhawanXIby 
56 runs at the local I S.M. ground. 

CMPDI captain. Rituraj Sharma 
won the toss and decided to bat. In 
the stipulated time of 2 hours 40 
minutes. Dhawan XI bowled only 
32 overs in which CMPDI amassed 
222 runs for the loss of 5 wickets. 
Ashutosh Sharma (62), Sanjay 
Sharma (51) and V Bhoombla (49 
n o ) were the main contributors 
for CMPDI. 

Ir. reply, despite a good start, 
Dhawan XI were skittled out for a 
paltry 166 runs due to some 
brilliant spin bowling by Rituraj 
Sharma (4/41), Sanjay Sharma 
(3/29) and Sarfaraz Ahmed (2/23). 
Only Sunil Kumar of Dhawan XI 
played with some authority and 
made 66 runs. 

Later, Prof. Rita Verma, widow 
of the late Randhir Prasad Verma, 
ex Suptd. of Police handed over 










the glittering trophy to the 
winning side and the ‘Man of the 
Match’ award to Sanjay Sharma of 
CMPDI for his allround display. 
Dy. Commissioner of Dhanbad Sri 
Afzal Amanullah gave away the 
individual prizes to both the team 
members. 

Om Ranjan Malviya 


M ADK.AS 


Indian Canom 


I T is a game all of us have 
played as kids in our home 
with father, and mother, 
brother and sister And 
throughout our life the 
involvement with earroni can 
never really be totally snapped In 
the midst of all our other activities 
in mid and old age we still love to 
play a game of carrom After all it 
is an indoor s, -.rnc its rules arc 
simple and it is incxpensivc 
But then c arrom is not just a 
homely pastime It is now an 
international sjiort And thei-c is 
an International Carrom 
Federation with a Swiss president 
The man chiefly responsible for 
the formation of this assi iciatiun is 
Bangara Babu, now secretary of 
the Tamil Nadu Carrom 
Association 

Babu hails from Mad ras and 
indeed the city is the headquarters 
of Indian carrom much in the 
same way as Bombay is.4.hc , 

headquarters of Indian cricket 
and Calcutta the headquarters of 
Indian football 

Tamil Nadu has always been in 
the forefront in the National 
'Championship due to the efforts of 
players like V Lazar, S. Dilli and 
Maria Irudayam. But in the 
Guntur Nationals in March the 
Tamil Nadu squad put up a 
performance that was superlative 
even by their high own standards 
by winning 14 out of the 18 titles 
up for grabs. They left their mark 
on every level—men, women, 
juniors and sub juniors—for they 
had earlier dominated in the 
junior nationals at Delhi and in 
the sub junior nationals at Dumka 
(Bihar k 



I The prize winning Tamii Nadu 
I women’s team which has won 
many awards in the Nationai 
Carrom championships 

Among the w'inners was Maria 
Irudayam who won the women's 
title for the third year in a row and 
for the fifth time in all, and S 
Anuraju who won the women s 
singles title becoming the first 
player from the distaff side to do 
i so from the State. To top it all, 
Tamil Nadu claimed the team title 
too. In 20 nationals from 19.56 to 
date. Tamil Nadu has won the 
team title nine times and have 
finished runner-up six times. 

Thanks to Babu's persistent 
efforts the all India Council of 
Sports as it was then known, 
granted recognition to carrom in 
the late sixties. Babu then went all 
over the country m an effort to 
make carrom populai* outside the 
south and very soon a strong base 
had been laid in Mahai’ashtra. In 
the seventies, in fact Maharashtra 
vied with Tamil Nadu for top 
honours at the nationals and they 
produced one outstanding player 
in Subash Kambli who won the 
men’s title a record five times—a 
record just equalled by Maria 
Irudayam. 

Babu also took the initiative to 
make carrom a grass roots level 


sports. Like in any other sport, 
Babu realised that the motto 
batch them young' applied to 
carrom too 

Partab Ramchand 



; cricket championship when they 
i defeated the hosts Ranchi by 103 
I runs in the last round robin 


i league match played here 
j recently. 

At the Ranchi Women's College 
ground Jamshedpur, batting first 
scored 213 runs for seven wickets 
in the limited 40 overs match 
Captain Madhu Singh made 57 
with ten boundaries. Seema Desai 
scored 58 runs with seven 
boundaries and two sixes in this 
match. The most successful 
bowler from Ranchi Sunita I.K3dha 
took three wickets giving 27 runs. 

In reply Ranchi made 110 runs 
only in 35.2 overs. 

The newly elected president of 
the Bihar Women’s Cricket 
Association Mrs. ManikaMishra 
distributed the prizes. 

Anii Kumar Singh 
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SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BY NASH & ZULLC 


PURINA A WITH DEDKl JOJeEKT \N 

-THE >962 OUTtWOPEW. BAP 0cr/ lUC HASWSe 
6L.EW OP CNER AWUe5AAAW*S CAtU. HE SJDCCvALY 
SMATtHEP A TRAYOFOJKIES FBO»A A^i ICE’CREAM 
\/B4CO«? ANP Seewa THiROHtHfa TUSH iN THe 

NiASTASE YWEN SMEARED \CE C*?EAM 
0\ A REPCJ^. TTXJRsyVHEKCr CmClAUS. 
f06Haa<EP ATt^ASTASe^ 0GWAV\CRTHAT 
THE'/' RDRSSanC* FEHAL.\ZEH\M. 




\cv\frO 


V^V^VviP^ 








PUWiMCa-tME FAMCXJS ST- AKiPRS^iS (COURSE m 
l<5Sa.. MARK/ ISAM LAOHiCHEP’mE uo^fessr 
PR»VE tNfiOLr H\STDRY- WITH AUTTLE H^P 
LEACH'S FlPSST-HOLE TEE LAMOEP iN 
THE" BACK OF A RUBBISH-F\U.EPTRUO<- THAT 
WA6MOTOaHfoAUDK4& A ROAD WEJCTTD THE 
FAlRWAT THE BAU. WOUND OP A MltE AWAY 
ATTWETOWR DUMP. 


MILESTONES 


LOST: Kamlesh 
Mehta to Johny 
Huang of Canada 
21-3.21-12. and 
21-17 in the final of 
the 10th 
Commonwealth 
Table Tennis 
Championship held 
at Nairobi. 

RECORD SET: By 
Wang Huei-Chen of 
Chinese Taipei, in 
the 100 mts dash in 
The Phillipine 
International 
Athletics. She set a 
new Asian timing 
by clocking ii.s 
sec. 

VOTED: Manchester, 
as Britain’s choice 
to bid for the 
Olympics in the 
year 2000. 

RESIGNS: Former 


soccer idol, Zico, 
from his job as the 
sports secretary 
to the Brazilian 
government. He 
was in office for just 
a little more than a 


UPHELD: A two year 
doping suspension 
that was imposed on 
the world shot put 


record holder , 
Randy Barnes. He 
tested positive on 
Aug. 7 1990, 

GRANTED: MCC 

membership toltho 
British Prime 
Minister John 
Major. Normally he 
would have become 
^a member only after 



18 years, because of 
the long waiting 
list. 

ELECTED: Dr Ali 

Bacher as the first 
Managing Director 
of the United 
Cricket Board of 
South Africa. 
ADMIHED: By 
Maradona that he 
occasionally used 
to take drugs. 
ELECTED: B. 

Shivanthi Adityan, 
as the President of 
the lOA, the apex 
sports body in the 
country. 
WDN:BySergi 
Bruguera of Spain 
the Monte Carlo 
Open tennis. He 
defeated Boris 
Becker 5-7, 6-4, 7-6 
and 7-6 in the final. 
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QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQE 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

What is a ‘shooter’ in cricket? 
What is common to A.A. Baig, 
M.A.K. Pataudi and A.H. 

Kardar’ 

Who captained the 
Commonwealth cricket team 
which toured India in 1949-50'^ 
Which was the first Test match at 
Kanpur? 

Who were the first-ever winners 
of the European Cup in soccer? 
With what sport is the Hungary 
Cup associated? 

Lee Trevino became the first man 
to win three national golf titles in 
four weeks. Which were they"? 

A footballer gained his first 
England cap at the age of 38, 
Name him. 

Is there a limit to the number of 
clubs allowed in golf'? 

Who originated the idea of 
football pool betting system in 
England? 

ANSWERS 

A ball that fails to rise after 
pitching. * 

All of them are Oxford Blues (in 
cricket) | 

Jock Livingston (Australia). ! 

4. The fourth Test match 
(unofficial) between 
Commonwealth and India in 
1949-50 
Real Madrid 

6. Table Tennis. (It IS the 
European team 
championship trophy for 
men). 

The U.S.. the Canadian and the 
British Open. 

Leslie Compton (in 1950). 

9. Yes. 

10. J. Jervis Bernard. 


CH^ 

For talent spotters there is no 
tournament as fruitful as the 
Soviet Young Masters, an 
invitational affair held annually 
Every top Russian player of the 
current era (including- Karpov. 
Kasparov. Ivanchuk. Golfand. 
Yusupov and Dreev) has played 
here tefoi-e they became famous. 


World U tider-18 champion IM 
Vladimir Akopjan was pushed 
into second spot by untitled 
Artashes Minnasian in the last 
edition of the meet. Here i.s a 
lighting draw. 

White- Akopjan Vs Black- 
Ulibin, Minsk. ’90 
le4e62d4d53Nd2 Nf6 4 e5 Nfd7 5 c3 
cS 6 Bd3 Nc6 7 Ne2 cd4 8 cd4 f6 9 ef6 Nxf6 
10 Nf3 Bd6110-O-O-012 BgS Qb612 Nc3 KhS. 
A heavy theoretical variation of 
IheTarrasch French. Blac:k has 
often tried 13—Bd7 14 Rel KhS 
with mixed results 
14 Na4 Qc715 Rcl Ng416 h3 Nh2! 17 Ne5!? 
White could have tried 17Nxh 
BxhU 18 Kii 1 Then Black might 
play 18 Bf4 19 Qli.^ g-fi 20 Bxf4 
Rxi’4 21 Bxgti Kxd4 with wild 
complications 

17—Bxe518 de5 Nxfl 19 ttliS It6 (See 
Lhagram) 20 Bf6!? White i:ould well 
have gone for 20 Qg6 RiTi 2 1 g4 
with an insane position where he 
has a St rung attack Now a draw 
be( omt's the likeliest option. 

20—gf6 21 Oxhe Kg8 22 ef6 Rxf6 23 Qxf6 
002 24 Kxfl Obi 25 Ke2 Oxcl 26 f4! Ogl! 27 
Devangshu Dutta 


year’s Chemplast tournament in 
Metturdain, Tamilnadu. shows, 
any of his skill; 


Among the best-known pairs 
from South India in the early 
Eighties were my friends, the 
Karnataka bridge-twins A S 
Visvmnathan and h.C, Mishra, 
popularly known as ‘Vish and 
Mish' They studied, worked and 
played bridge together, 
representing India m 1982, 
Mishra has since given up 
tournament bridge but Vishu has 
lost neither his jest for the game 
nor, as today’s hand from last 


NORTH (dummy) 

* 03 
» 864 

♦ J5 

4> KQB764 


3? 

♦ A9e32 
A J 10 5 3 


* K9652 
0 KJ975 

♦ 76 

A 2 


SOUTH 
dk A J 10 7 4 
V AO 10 

♦ KO 104 

♦ 9 

Playing in 3 NT, declarer Vishu, 
on winning the diamond lead w-ith 
dummy’s jack, pulled the queen of 
spades, covered by the king and 
ace. A second high spade brought 
the bad news as West painlessly 
discarded a club, giving South the 
impression that he had five of 
them. Next came a low club from 
hand and West pounced with the 
ace, confirming Vishu’s earlier 
suspicion (else he might be 
settling up dummy's clubs i f 
south had two), and continued 
with a diamond Deciarei' won and 
played a diamond right back as 
West won and put him back with a 
fourth round of the suit. East 
pitching 1 wo hearts. This was the 
position 

NORTH (dummy) 

* 

4A .■) 6 4 
♦ - ■ 

A K o 0 


WEST 

♦ - 

♦ 32 

♦ 9 

♦ J 10 5 


« 966 
» K J 9 

♦ 

■N .... 


SOUTH 

♦ 10 7 4 

12 AO 10 

♦ - 

* ■ 

Placing East with the king of 
hearts m view of West's failure to 
overcall despite having a 5-5 hand 
with two aces, Vishu exited at this 
stage with the queen of hearts. 
East won and was end-played for 
the first tune He elected to return 
the heart nine and declarer 
guessed right by finessing the 
ten. Now came the heart ace, 
stripping East of his last exit, and 
then the spade four, end-playing 
East a second time for the last two 
tricks. 

Santanu Chose 
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HHIMESSKh 


INTERMEDIATE 
ABDOMINAL 
WORK 


T O carry on willi 
the abdominal 
special we're in the 
midst of. Jet's 
move onto the 
intermediate region 
That means all you K'u.vs 
who've done some 
giitbusting but not as 
much as you should 
actually bedoiiif^'. 

We know abdominal 
workout.? ai'e about t.lu’ 
most difficult to p.syche 
yourself for In fact, wc 
know of many fitness 
enth usiasts who 
’actually shy away from 
abs exerci.se.s. And the 
only reason is that they 
don't pive immediate 
results The pain's thei-e. 
all riR’ht But not the 
satisfy nifj fc'el of a 
muscle filliufj' with blood 
and swcIIuih: to its 
fullest size Hence, 
disbt^lievei-s - and there 
are many yell that it's 
not worth their while to 
crank out all those 
boring sit-ups 
But if you do believe 
that tho.se beautifully 
chiselled abs we see on 
the champs are the 
product of hard work, 
then w'o're willing to 
show you the way How 
eagerly you romp down 
abdominal avenue is up 
to you. however. 
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At the intermediate 
level, the best exercise 
for the upper abs is the 
45" sit-up done on a 
decline board. Lie back 
on a board that is not too 
steeply angled, and curl 
yourself up. Don't just 
come up stiffly from the 
waist, or it’ll be the hip 
flexors that do the work. 

For the lower abs, try 
the reverse sit-up. Lie 
back, arms over your 
head, and lift your bent 
legs off the floor, 
bringing the knees up to 
your chest. At the top of 
the lift, you should be 
curling the pelvis off the 




A variation of the reverse 

sit-up—sit on a bench 
and bring the knees up to 
your chest. Looks easy? 

Try it and find out for 
yourself 

floor too. Once you get 
the hang of this, try 
strapping weights onto 
your ankles. That’ll 
really put the lower abs 
through the wringer. 

Now for the obliques. 
The best exercise at this 
stage of your abdominal 
development is the 
reverse trunk twist 
Very similar to the 
reverse sit-up, you start 
off in the same position 
but use the obliques to 
pull the pelvis off floor 
at a diagonal direction to 
the upper body. Yup, it’s 
tough. But, believe us, 
the end result is worth 
it. 

There’s nothing better 
looking than a lean set 
of finely defined abs. 

You can have the most 
muscled upper body in 
the world, but if it sits 
on a flabby abdomen, 
you’re never going to 
look good. Or even feel 
good. On the other 
hand, if you have a 
barely above-average 
upper body perched on a 
great set of abs, the net 
effect is sheer magic. 

So c’mon everyone, 
let’s get started on our 
dream abdomens. After 
all, what's life without a 
little pride in our own 
bodies?* 






gTHEBDIDE 



Receiving 
the pnsadtrom 
the priest 
after her visit to 
the temple 





'■H 
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Usha visits the temple 
asking for God’s blessing) 
before the marriage 
ceremony. Her 
demeanour is solemn and 
serious, a distant, 
meditative look in her 
eyes. Peering from behlM 
her right shoulder is her 
sister Sums 







The bridal couple In all 
their finery. Srlnieasan is 
simple! humble but yet | 
has a mischevious glint in I 
his eyes. He gave the j 
impression of being a 
highly intelligent man; 
and perhaps Usha has met 
her match in him. 


♦ 

Susie Antony, who owns a 
beauty parlour, does the 
make-up for Usha 





Usha goes shopping for 
wedding serees with her 
sisters Shobha (extreme 
left) and Some 


Decked in geld! Our 
nation’s premier athlete 
who has won more than 30 
golds in international 
competitions now wears 
gold of a different kind 





Usha’t guide and mentor 
O.M. Nambiarlsall 
smiles as he blesses the 
couple 


I 

Tying the maagaisutmn 
which signifies the union 
between man and woman. 
Behind Usha stands 
parents Paytal and 
Lakshml 





A MAN AND HIS SPORT 


Aren’t easily parted 


H e's down. He's out. But there's one thing 
he isn't; it's disillusioned with the sport 
that's mode him a legend. Spending his 
time back home in Argentina now. Diego 
Maradona is catching up on oil the thii^gs he 
didn't get time for whm he was king of the 
soccer field. Like he puts it. '1 wont to start - 
living. To take my daughter and wife for walks, 
be with my mother or go fishing with my father". 

That doesn't mean he's not keeping in touch 
with soccer though. Spending a weekend on the 
outskirts of Buenos Aires, Maradona was 
driving with some friends when they passed a 
group of small boys kicking a football around in 
the rain. Maradona immediately stopped the 
car. jumped out and joined the game in his 
street clothes. And thoroughly enjoyed himself. 

You can throw him out. You can Iran him. But 
you can't separate a man and his passion. 


They can’t ban Maradona from playing with 
kida.Oreanthey? 




Mllla can dance...but can he sing? 


MILLA’S MAKING 
MUSIC 


Off the soccer field 

M ARADONA’S not the only soooer star 
who’s hogging the headlines. Roger 
MlUa, star of ttie fairytale that was 
Cameroon’s run at Italia 90, is in the news too. 
But on a much mom positive note, though. 
Cashing in on his fame, the ageing striker is 
now about to release a record! Still untitled, 
t^ reocHTd is rumoured to indlude the track that 
should say it audit’s oaUed The BUIla Love. 

Others making the news are Beheto and 
Josimar <rf Brasil. The diminutive striker 
Bebeto feels he was the target of a kidnap idot 
when fbur men staked out his house in a oar. 

But they drove awi^ in a big hurry when 
Bebeto, whoaayshe waafarswarned, turned ‘ 
Up with a pbUoe escort. As for Josimar, he was , 
arrerted In Rio for possession of drugs but | 

esoaped.. .and hasn't been oeenaiaoel 
. Whatgivas? - "‘I 
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A BAD uxrHcrmn 
alwtf/ya blames his 
tools. But what if 
he doesn’t have hUs tools 
anyrmre? Well, 
Stmhen Hendry ain’t 
no had workman—hey, 
he’s the world 
professional snooker 
championr-but he 
almost ended up going 
into the world 
championship without 
his tools. 

Playing one of the 



it Htndry mlrtut cut llkt King Arthur minus 
Excaitbur? 


RIGHT ON CUE 


Is that Stephen Hendry’s secret weapon? 


warm-up tournaments 
prior to the world 


championships at 
Shield, F ■ 


H^ry left 


his cue—one he’s been 
using ever since he Uh^ 
upsnookerasa 
^fession—in a 
practice hall only to 
have it stolen by some 
light-fingered chap. 
Desperation set in; and 
a reward of £10,000was 
offered by the world 
champ. Seems like the 
generous cffer did the 
trick, ’cos the cue was 
soon restored to its 
owner...and the money 
collected. 

Hendry thinks he’s 
tile hottest thing on 
green baize today: “If I 
play as mil as I know I 
can, 1 don’t think 
anyone is capab/e of 
beating me. That’s not 
being big-headed, just 
trut^ul”. But tiien, 
why get so desperate 
about a mere cue, Mr 
Hendry? 






Might be football's gain 

A ll you folks who think Kapil Dev is just a 
cri<^eter, please feel free to think again. This is 
one guy who is so multi-faceted, that he makes 
Daley Thompson look like a rookie, in Calcutta 
recently to play the Ranji Trophy semi-finals against 
Bengal, the allrounder was approached by some 
Mohammedan Sporting offidals, secretary Mir 
Mohammad Omar among them, to be part of their 
centenary celebrations next year, Part of the deal 
was to don the black-and-white jersey and take the 
soccer field for a short while during tira many 
matches planned. 

But Kapil was one step ahead. Having expressed ' 
his desire to play first division soccer in Calcutta a 
long time ago, he immediately jumped at the 
offer., .but rMth one oonditjon. He wants to play the , 
fuN duraticm of the matches! 

Knowing this guy’s tremendous fitness—you’ve 
gotta see Mm kick around guys on the squash 
courts—the Subrotos and Sih£p$ are going to have ; 
a tough time keeping Kapit In ^eck. 

WIU XapU be pMybig soccer for Mobamiiifflaat' 

■-SporllnB?' 







W HAT was Kapil 
Dev doing at 
Tangra (Calcut- 
ta’s China 
‘ Town) after 
the third day’s play of 
the Haryana-Bengal 
Ranji semi-final match? 
Calibrating his team’s 
performandtej. naturally, 
with some of the finest 
Chinese’ cuisine in (fie 
country. 

With the complicated 
over-rate laws'and qud- 
" tient. clauses that the 
Ranji Trophy is now 
burdened with, it was 
nice to see a relaxed 
Ranji skipper. After his 
team had made only it’s 
second entrjr into a Ran¬ 
ji championship round 
Kapil sovmded relieved 
that they had won “out¬ 
right” and not by quo¬ 
tient. Rather aunusing. 
considering its a win by 
first innings lead that’s 
being termed outright. 

Kapil’s remark could 
have been made sarcasti-' 
cally. keeping in'mind 



Ben^l’s competenoq Jto 
win matches oh the, quo¬ 
tient rule. On the other 
hand, he might have ge¬ 
nuinely meant what hC 
had said. And. Kapil 
would be tjtte first to 
admit that he ain’t into 
calculators and formu¬ 
las. unless of course 
when it comes to busi¬ 
ness deals. For someone 
who plays his cricket 
igjontaheously, wcmder 
how Kaps feels in an age 
when a Ph,D in maths 
and a diploma in compu¬ 
ters would serve a Ranji 
captain in good stead? 
Yes, that’s what our pre¬ 
mier national tourna¬ 
ment has come to. 

Take for instance the 
prestigious Delhi* 


Bombay quarter-Hnal 
match which Bombay 
won by a‘ pne-ruri Itest 
innings lead^ When De¬ 
lhi were 380 for 8, ten 
runs short ^of Bombay’s 
first innings total, Bom¬ 
bay were still an over 
short of the required 
over rate. If Delhi had 
the likes of a brains 
truet which includes 
Arun Lai, they would 
have won the match. 

How. you ask? Very 
simple. If Delhi decided 
at ^at point, they would 
have got twelve 
penalty runs to go two 
runs ahead of Bombay. 
Instead, by playing till 
the end. Delhi lost by a 
run. Delhi’s manager 
Vinay lamha defended 



Ranji Trophy rules 
dafawaab 
naMn, eh Kapil? 


. thexnii^taikebjrnijringhi^ 
did not sit withdaloi^a- 
tors and tbldt the gakid 
' had to .be. played p. the 
tlm gajate. 'r;'} 

What he fprgpt„t6 
mention was that, while 
'.the action on thS' field 
was hotting up, .DDCA 
officials were si'^tting 
an aor-cdnditipned 
discussing Indian Xir^ 
lines schedules for their 
team’s .semi-final 
against Hyderabad; On 
the other band,' Bom¬ 
bay’s manaiger Hemant 
Waigankar sat out in the 
scorching-sun. instruct¬ 
ing his team about the 
required overrate. 

Waigankar re¬ 
vealed that with Bombay 
one over short of the re¬ 
quired over rate, bowler 
Lolchand Rajput actual¬ 
ly decided not to try for a 
wicket in his over, since 
Delhi would have won 
thanks to the 12 penalty 
runs, even toough they 
f were all-out, one short of 
the Bombay total. 

With seven of their 
players jittery to get 
across to Bngland to 
honour summer con¬ 
tracts; Delhi had a dq* 
cent, if somewhat fdr- 
fetched excuse, for los¬ 
ing the game. But losing 
a game because you 
didn’t use your, brains 
> and declare in time in¬ 
excusable. Spirit of the 
game be .diiij^ned! As 
long ss you aife'plajri^ 
wi^in the rules, you fWte 
^ adhering to the sphnt of 
' the game- ■ *' • •. ■ » 

. Now, could .any>o.ne 
blame Kapil Dey. and 
Sahjay ^njrehar ij 
they had secretly 
V^gled a Calculator each Ip 

their shit bags for; tjte 
. Hanji final earliteir' this 
Week; at Boipbay.. 

Ranji Trophy miss de 
jaiyaab nahni« eh Kajhl? 

■' . « : .. -v?) 
















On a hot, tiring day,your child needs 
Glucon-D: the instant energy drink with 
glucose, vitamin D and calcium 
phosphates. 

Taken in juice, milk, tea, coffee or 
water, Glucon-D Is a refreshing drink for 
the whole family. Available in 100, 200, 
500 gm packs. 


Glucon-D^ 

The energy drink of the Superhero 
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WHY YOU 


SHOULD GIVE 
AIMY OTHER 
SPORTS SHOE 
THE BOOT. 

German techinoloKy. German 
deslf^n. Tlie Gi-wTnan obsc^Bsion 
for detail. Tho.v’re all In Puma 
Bboen. Which is quite natural. 
Because every Puma sht>e 
shows the result of # 500 
million worth of cold, hard 
cash Puma, Germany have 
Invested In research over tlie 
years. And that Includea the 
ranKC of 15 shoes that Puma 
Carona have Introduced In 
India. Sports slioes worn 
by International champions. 
Liothar Matteaus. Linford 
Christie. Prakash Padukone. 
Sanjay Manjrekar. Mohammerl 
AKhai'uddin. Vi Jay AmrltruJ, 
to name Just a few. So make 
your next pair a Puma. And 
kick your heels in delifpht. 



CAFOMA. 


THE HIQH-P^RFCSRfVIANCE 
SPORTS SHOE. 

• ReQistefad Trade Mwk ol Puma AG. West Germany 

* Registered Trade Mark of Carona Ltd.. India 

ManAactured in lachncal rxiUatioratian with Puma AG Rudolf 
Dassler Sport, West Germany_ 



liomlnator. Hl-teoh running: shcMss. 



Invader-Hi. Advanced basketball sbocH. 



Control. Desisrned for hard courts. 



Super Cup. Professional tennis shoes. 
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When you’re tired and thirsty 
your body is asking for 




instant energy. 

(Not lust 



• Glucon-C contains glucose which gives energy 
instantly to keep you active. 

• It provides one-third of the day's requirement of 
Vitamin-C, so essential for the development of 
teeth, bones and body tissue. 

• It is easy to make. Just mix 
four heaped teaspoons of 
Glucon-C in ice-cold water to 

make a refreshing orange- ^ 

flavoured drink. 


Orange-flavoured energy drink 





i Thmunk^pm, 




Puts ‘life’ back into you. instantly. 
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.sudden chaiiti'e in Ins liic’ 
Robin Chattei jee spent a day in 
the lile nt Indian ci'iekehs 
P’olden boy 


n.YVlSCUP. India v.s 
South Korea With the tie 
di'Hwn at L* it was left to 
Leander I’aes to demolish tile 
opposition and he did just that 
with eoiu letioii 

THK . 4 GKING LKJN 
Suav'c. articulate anti 
chai'in I Ilf; , tornier Test 
cricketer M.l, Jaisiinlia talks 
about cricket then, now and 
toinori ()W 
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He*s talented, famous, popular 
and rich. How does 18-year-old 
Golden Boy, Tendulkar, handle 
superstardom. Robin Chatterjee 

spent a few days with the _ 

teenage prodigy to find out 
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T here are actually a 
few posers that one 
could direct at the 
Bombay Ranji Trophy 
team. You know, the 
kind of irrelevant 
questions that come straierht off 
the noggin’. The kind of questions 
that do not revolve around 
you-know-who. Questions like... 

Why is Sanjay Manjrekar—a 
junior compared to the ranks of 
say Dilip 

Vengsarkaj—captaining the side? 
It’s simple. The Bombay selectors 
seem to feel that he should, and 
when he scored that 377 against 
Hyderabad you feel that the 
decision is justified. 

So just why isn’t paceman Salil 
Ankola getting wickets? "Well, 
the pitches aren’t helping me so 
much,” Ankola states matter of 
factly. ’’And then again you need 
to have a bit of luck for all that 
sort of thing,” he adds. Does 
Ankola think he can go to 
Australia? “Taking wickets 
matters and I’m not getting any,” 
he confesses. The resigned smirk 
and silence from him are answer 
enough. 

And does Vinod KambU (who 
thinks he’s a real dude) ever seem 
to feel that his loud, flashy sense 
of dressing or his snazzy manner 
of doing things, ever reflect on his 
batting? Well, his two centuries 
against Hyderabad and his 
authentic impersonations of 
Gladstone Small certainly seem to 
testify that. 

But wait: Before you guys even 
think that we’re diverting slightly 
from the main theme, let me 
explain. With the Bombay cricket - 
te^—as with any other cricket 
team—peripheral minidramas 
play themselves out all the time. 

But on the main stage there is still 
only one protagonist, one hero 
and above all, only one significant 
question: How is Sachin 
Tendulkar doing? 

And the answer is: very well, 
thank you. Last month, Sachin 
turned 18. Big deal, we hear you 
say. Everyone in Bombay turns 
18. True, but does everyone 
(repeat everyone!) in Bombay 
want to know what you did on 


your 18th birthday? No sir, and thereafter tiiedajn*Bplay. 
therein the difference. Ilie whole TravelUsgali ti» vnyfivm 
country knew that Sachin Calcutta just far half an hour! He 

Tendulkar turned 18 on the 84 th was requited to 6all bis elder 

of April. Yes, but did they know brother AJit to the phone and the 

that with it he made a small but glib talk bad startki from our 

important switch: Sachin end. After a great deal of 

Tendulkar became a man! wheeling-dealing, promises fora 

lengthy appointment (by Sachin‘s 

Time for Sachin Tendulkar is a standards: one hour) were made. 

Tour letter’ word. It is almost so Buoyed up these guarantees, one 



Sachin with his car, the only thing arrived in Bombay to meet the 

he's crazy about teenage sensation. 


hard to come by, and almost 
always has a price tag attached to 
it.. .NOW! He’d much rather 
practise with you at nets, than 
spare a full hour for an interview. 

“No not on this day, not on 
that, ’’ he argued when asked to 
spare some time. And then just as 
suddenly, said, “Why don’t you 
come on the 27th (April) to 
Bombay (the call was from 
Calcutta) and maybe I could spare 
you half an hour. I’ll be staying 
with the team at the Wankhede 
Stadium so you could meet me 


It has been rumoured that he 
has been signed on by Power 
sports to endorse their 
produets for a stan^eriny Rs. 
19 lakhs, makinfi him the 
highest paid sportsman in 
the eountry. Saehin negates 
these rumours dismissing 
them as false. ”It just eame 
out in the papers but we 


He may not be tall enough but 
when he walks up to you, you 
cannot help but look up to him. So 
this is the guy, half of India raves 
about? Sachin Tendulkar carries 
the baggage of celebrityhood 
rather well. He does not buckle 
down under its weight. And no, 
he does not apologise for coming 
late. A true star never does. 

One can’t help taking a good 
long look at him as he too studies 
you with a naked curiosity. Then 
almost suddenly, he sticks out a 
chubby paw. The hand may be 
shaped like that of a little boy’s, 
but the grip is sure and firm. That 
of a man’s. 

“Hi I’m Sachin, How are you.” 
The intros over, he settles down. 

The guy is ju^ about old 
enough to vote and he is also 
eligible for a driver’s license. For 
that matter, he may occasionally 
be allowed to see an adult film. 
Keeping these perks that oome 
with the transition to adulthood 









In mind, did he at any time feel 
that something had changed for 
him? A change that comes almost 
imperoeptib^ with adiilthood? 

“Yes. something has changed.” 
he whirrs excitedly as if 
revealing a well kept secret. But 
then just as suddenly he is 
nonplussed, finding it difficult to 
explain this phenomena. 

“I can feel it, but I can't qfuite 


place it. Basically after 18,1 feel 
that Fve matured a lot. I feel more 
confident.. .1 can’t seem to explain 
it.” His eyes seem to put up some 
kind of a struggle but he finishes 
resignedly as if giving one the 
option to understand. He is not 
exactly a self conscious, awkward 

Sachin carries the baggage of 
celebrityhood rather well 
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adolescent. But then for that 
matter neither is he the typically 
sophisticated worldly wise 
Bombayite. 

We barely get down to talking 
when Bombay’s captain 
designate, SanjayManjrekar 
gives the call far nets. A few of the 
Bombay guys start ribbing the 
Tittle one’, whose face turns red 
with embarrassment. “You don’t 
have to come for practise Sachin, 
you can at and talk to this 
gentleman. Really it’s not 
important ," they say as he starts 
to get up. The sarcasm works and 
Sachin is up like a shot. 

“Err, excuse me. If you don’t 
min d, Til just go for nets. I should 
be back in half an hour. "So 
saying he was gone. 

A ^)od 15 minutes go by. 

Sachin's practise is over and he is 
now ipving the others some 
fieldhig practise. A few of the 
Bombay lads are standing around 
in a circle and he is hitting the 
ball to them. One noticeable figure 
is that of Dilip Vengsarkar who 
was responsible for Sachin ’a 
getting into the Bombay Ranji 
team, two years back. Sachin hits 
the ball to Ihlip who picks it up 
and throws it back with a smile. 
Practise is over and the Bombay 
openersgoout tobaton the fifth 
and final day of the Ranji Trophy 
semis. The result is by now a 
foregone conclusion. Sachin goes 
around signing autograph books 
that are being thrown at him from 
the stands. He soon returns... 

It is as if by chance that Sachin 
Tendulkar was born in this 
country. And with due reason too, 
for it is not everyday that a 
prodigy comes along. And when 
he does arrive, he plays the game 
which has the coimtry going 
crazy with delirious abandon. In 
boxing times bike this, with 
election fever in the air, and the 
atmosphere punctuated with the 
hoarse cries of poUticians 
begging for votes, anything 
Sachin does is welcomed with 
open reUef. 

But how many people have 
managed to take a peek within? A 
glance to see whether he is hunum 
or not. Does he have any feebngs? 
What sort of a guy is he? 

Tm basically a very reserved 
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person, though 1 could be 
naughty alscj," saying this he 
bursts into raucous laughter. 
“But then this is 
only with those \ 



an 18-year-old has got to 
undertake. At his age, he is 
entitled to do a lot of things which 
he could not have done earlier. 
Things that could bear a positive 
and negative influence on his life 
with equal measure. Like for 
example, working for an income. 
On the financial side, Sachin has 
been earning more than what 
most kids his age would earn or 
for that matter many adults. It is 
rumoured that he has been signed 
on by Power sports to endorse 
their products for a staggering 


Rs. 19 lakhs, making him the 
highest paid sportsman in the 
country. Sachin negates these 
rumours dismissing them as 
false. “It just came out in the 
papers but we don’t know the 
source.” Nevertheless, it is 
evident that he is doing very well 
for himself. 

“I’m happy.” he says. “I’m 
working for it and that’s why I’m 
earning such a lot. ” His is not 

Sunny and Sachin; the past rubs 
shoulders with the present 




exactly the archetypal rsigs to 
riches story but that hasn’t 
Btopp>ed people from talking' about 
it. “In our society, everything’s 
fine,” he replied gullibly. “People 
don’t talk about these things." His 
refreshing innocence can be quite 
startling. But there are the 
negative aspects of growing up, 
and itis learning how to overcome 
them that separates the men from 
the boys. Boys of his age smoke, 
drink and maybe even do drugs. 
Maybe he might have succumbed 
to those temptations, maybe he 


Hi' may not he tali enoiiy!) 
but when he walks upto you, 
you eannoi help hut look up 
to him. So this is the t^uy, 
half of!ndio raves about? 
Sachin Tendulkar carries the 
baf>f>aj^e of celebrityhood 
rather well. 

And no, he does not 
apologise for coming late. .4 
true star never does 


still can. 

“No, no, never,” he corrects. 
"I’m absolutely confident that I 


won't start drinking or smoking. 
In fact, the bottle of champagne 
which I got during my tour to 
England will never be opened. 
Because," he states simply, “If 1. 
ever open it and drink from it. I 
might just like the stuff and if 
that happens I could get into the 
habit. it’ll still be in my 
cupboard.. but closed” 

An hour's discussion is almost 
over, but by now it is clear that 
Sachin is warming up to the 
interview. Nevertheless, he has to 



go and get into his cricketing togs 
as two Bombay wickets have 
fallen and soon it might be his 
turn to go out and bat. He 
promises, however to carry on the 
interview from he left off An 
invitation to come to his house 
after the match is offered, and 
accepted. Anything to sit with 
him in his car and watch him 
drive. Since there is no scope for 
further con versation one has a 
choice of watching a dull day's 
cricket or telling you more about 
Sachin. 

Which brings us back once again 
to study the depth of his 
emotions. The guy does have a 
few passions in life apart from 
cricket. But these hobbies are 
simple and unmistakably boyish. 
Sachin is crazy about his swanky 
music system remains at home 
but addition to his funfilled 
treasure chest; his car. The music 
system remains at home but the 

Seen here with Dimple Kapadia at 
a function. Sachin's wary of the 
film people 
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car he cannot do without. If he’s 
not driving in it then he's almost 
always walking round and round 
it to see if it’s okay. His concern 
for it is vastly amusing. 

He may still speak with a 
halting tongue, but ask him about 
the first thing he did when he 
turned 18 and he settles down to 
an easy flow of words. “I went 



It s mine,’ he states fiercely 
and with unabashed pride. “I 
bought it with my own money.” 

He bought his own music 
system too. And he can’t help but 
describe it to you. It’s a Kenwood 
system and has a Sharp compact 
disc (C3D) attached to it. He takes 
particular pride in telling you all 
about the Bose speakers. They are 
The boy becomes a man. The 
bottle of champagne may never 
be opened though 



straight to the local driving office 
to apply for my license. You see, I 
had already filled up my forms 
before my birthday. I’m just crazy 
about driving.” 

Hasn’t he ever been stopped by 
the cops for driving without a 
license? 

“No, never.” 

And the car, whose is it? 

“Huh,” he stares incrediulbusly. 

The query is repeated. 


Siichiii would Killu I face on 
an<^r\ Ian Hlollop than Iium 
rooja lU’di iniervii'w him. 
Such dis!racll(>n\ ohriowyly 
aren 't hcaltln jor am so 
yoiinp. "I am a little 
awkward wlih the film 
people," he confesses. " \n 
tietress like sa\. Itae( ena 
Iandon wi>uid (dn ioush he 
in the limelipht. I mav feel a 
hit funny in her eompanv. 
Maxhe eery emharrassed. " 


no bigger than one’s palm, but the 
total output is a 1,000 watts. 

“Very powerful, and the whole 
thing is on remote,” he states as if 
necessary. And truly so, for 
when he plays it, the pictures and 
trophies in his house start 
Blueing. “The system costs 
around Rs 75,000,” he adds with a 
triumphant smirk. “ That’s along 
with the duty and I paid it. 

For some families when just 
buying a two-in-one would suffice 
just so because audio cassettes are 
cheaper. Master Tendulkar's 
cabinet is neatly arrayed with 
compact discs (CDs). They are 
plac^ in alphabetical order and 
the complete works of groups 
like. Dire Straits and Pink Floyd 
are neatly arranged. “I like CDs 
because of their sound,” he says 
as if not bothered about their 
expense. Each CD costs around 
Rs. 450 and Sachin has around 75 
of them. Put it together and his 
music alone could cost in the 
region of Rs. 33,750. Expensive 
tastes for an 18-year-old, huh? 

The boy's future now seems to 
be well taken care off. He is now 
employed. Not that he ever goes to 
office, but just being on the 
payrolls of a company is good for 
the company itself. Sachin signed 
himself up as an employee of 
Sungrace-Mafatlal this sponsors) 
the day he turned 18, They have 
not just employed him, but they 
have bestowed on him a position 
which probably no 18-year-old 
middle class boy in the country 
can boast off. He is the manager of 
Public Relations and Personnel 
while a lot of other members in 
the Bombay team are merely 
officers for Sungrace. 

This amply demonstrates his 
marketability. His commercial 
and crowd pullipg capacities have 
also been notlc^ by the gUtzy 
world of films in Bombay. He has 
been invited to film mahurats and 
unfortunately for the stars, 
walked.away with the honours. 
“He’s so sweet,” cooed upcoming 
film actress Raveena Tandon. “It’s 
so nice to know that someone sO 
young is doing so well. Can I meet 
him?” The question is, will Sachin 
meet you? The guy dreads public 
functions like the plague. 

“I’ve gfot an idea," screamed 
Pooja Bedi, another actress. "Why 
don’t you let me interview him 












Sachin with his famiiyihis source 
of strength 

and caiT\ U>th of us on the covei' 
Pleeoa-se let me do it " Sorry, but 
we don't t hink Saelun coula have 
survived the(•xpenonoe. "Okay, 
but give him my love anyway." 
said Pooja Now that 's fame for 
you 

Saelun would i-ather face an 
angry Ian Hi.shop than have Pooja 
Bedi interview him Such 
distractions obviously aren't 
healthy for one so young, "I am a 
little awkward with the film 
people." he confesses. "An actress 
like say. Raveena Tandon would 
obviously be in the limelight. 1 
may feel a bit funny in her 
company. Ma,ybevery 
embarrassed ’’ Here itself we 
gauge the extent of hi.s simplicity: 
he obviously doesn’t know how 
popular he is . 

The mounting roar from the 
crowd is obsohitcly startling, but 
unmistakeubJc. Sachin is coming 
out to bat. It is not very long 
before he finds his rhythm and 
gets going like a well oiled 
machine. His innings soon comes 
to an end, more out of his own 
impetuousity (which has become a 
subject of discussion among the 
senior cricketers) than for any 
bowling genius. But he has done 
his job and departs after scoring a 


highly entertaining 88. There is 
staccato clapping of hands as he 
enters the pa vilion followed by 
occasional throaty shouts from 
the crowd. Bombay had won the 
match on the fourth day itself but 
the crowd had come on the fifth 
day just to watch Sachin bat 

It's 4 SOp.m and Stumps are 
di'awn. One IS back in the players 
dressing room waiting for the lad 
After the simple prize 
distribution, we are ready to leave 
for Sachin's house. Sachin soon 
comes out and accompanying him 
is friend Sahl Ankola. They make 
quite a contrast.' 

Ankola. a tall strapping lad, 
well over six feet and terribly 


.1 ■ ■ • . ■ ■■ 
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handsome. On the other side was 
Sachin short, stocky and chubby 
with curls adorning his head. 
Almost like Arnold 
Schwai-zeiiegger and Danny De 
Vito in Twins(if you 've seen that 
movie). 

The two boys push and shove 
their, way out of the stadium. 
Seeing him. the crowd closes in 
and swallows them totally. One 
can see Ankola's head emerging 
nowand then, but Sachin is 
totally invisible. The stadium 
security guards move in and the 
crowd soon opens up to let their 
hero go. The two of them proceed 
towards Sachin's car Soon the 
three of us get m and Sachin 
heaves a sigh of relief. The 
secu ri ty guards Hank the car as 
Sachin reverses, straightens and 
gets out of the stadium and into 
the hot Bombay traffic 

A few feet away, at a traffic 
signal, he dutifully stops and 
waits.. a man across the road 
suddenly darts out and wants to 
touch him. Sachin rolls down the 
electronically operated window 
and puts out his hand The man 
touches it. smiles and is gone. 
SimulUmeoiisly thegj-een lights 
beckaa^nd we're moving. 

While Sachin zips along at a 
healthy pace. Ankola is busy 
looking for a cassette to puTTnto 
the player. He soon finds one, 









pumps up the volume and waits 
The strains of Phil Collins singing 
'Mama'fill the car. A thin smile 
forms around Sachin's bps and he 
yells something out toAnkola in 
Marathi. While talking-, he leans 
forwai-d opens the glove 
compartment and takes out a 
snazzy pair of Ray Ban’s. He puts 
them on and looks at Ankola. 
Ankola's look is one of a ppraisal 
The boy is looking like a man. 
Sachin suddenly steps on the gas, 
the sudden generation of speed 
makes us lurch forward. Soon 
weTe literally eating up the road 
and on our way to Bandra This is 
the ultimate macho trip. 



Okay, so the guy can’t react to the 
odd star from showbiz. He states a 
feeling of awkwardness as his 
best reason. Is it true? The 
question is prudent because when 
a guy like Sachin Tendulkar 
comes home to fan mail which 
numbers around 250-300 letters 
in two to three days, you’ve got to 
ask yourself {or Sachin) one 
impertinent question: Who’s he 
kidding? 

No one really, he’s j ust giving 
us the facts, Glamour is a topic 
which he doesn’t seem to take 
very seriously. And why should 
he? It is this basic but mature 
principle which has been the banc 
of TV producers, film directors 
and adverijpng agencies for 
^metime now. Sachin Tendulkar 
w just not buying their line. Or, 
as he himself puts it- “Right now 
I’m just concentrating on my 
game first. Maybe later I’ll get 
interested in all these things. So 


far, 1 have done just about two to 
three ads. Right now I’m not 
going to do anything. I don’t have 
the time." A pity, for the lad is a 
veritable goldmine. 

While on the subject of 
time -which as we mentioned 
earlier is an anachronism for 
Sachin—there is another topic 
that suggests itself: privacy. Now 
that he's made it to the big league, 
everyone wants to intrude and he 
knows it Unfortunately, he is 
helpless to react. React? There are 
some people who goad him into 
getting a i-eaction, so that they 
can bring his house tumbling 
down. Bui sorry, no dice. Sachin’s 
not reacting 

“Sometimes it happens, but 1 
don't mind,” he says. His voice 
making it clear that he is 
hedging. 

And what if people push him 
too hard? 

“I can't help it, " he says 
despairingly. “1 try to make as 
much allowances as 1 can. ” 

But his fans must he instating 
him sometimes? 

He looks down studiously at his 
dirty Reeboks and swallows as if 
preparing to betray them. “Yos," 
he admits suddenly “During 
situations hke when I get out and 
am coming back to the pavilion. 
They badger me for autographs. 
They don’t seem to realise what is 
happening to me. 1 really get mad 
at myself when I get out and that’s 
the time my fans should realise 
that I’m not quite upto it.’’ 

We'd just gone past Worli when 
a rather amusing incident begins 
to unfold. Earlier one had been 
harping on Salil Ankola's good 
looks; now, one came to realise the 
effect it had on the girls. A swank 
Maruti Haunting the latest in 
gadgetry blaring the latest music 
and accommodating two highly 
eligible individuals is bound to 
attract attention from the fairer 
sex. And so it came to pass. 

The Maruti stopped at the 
lights, and soon a taxi pulled up 
alongside. It was evident that the 
cab had been tailing us for a long 
time and it was evident that two 
pairs of eyes from the cab were 
totally riveted on Ankola. Ankola 
knew it, and relaxed as though it 
was the thing he enjoyed the 
most. Sachin's mind registered on 






the situation and he stiffened with 
apprehension. The Journalist 
sitting at the back of the car 
waiting to lap up this incident, 
added to the overall drama. 

All eyes turned to the cab and 
the wonder on our faces was 
greeted by two very pretty smiles. 
Sachin straightened and 
proceeded to look straight at the 





tmfficlights. Ankola., ever 
chivalrous (mainly because they 
were looking at him) decided to 
reciprocate the gesture. A couple 
of hearts immediately flew out of 
the window... 

The lights said ‘Go‘, and 
thereafter it was a cat-and-mouse 
game. The Maruti zipping in and 


With his friend Vinod Kambil. A 
meeting of talents 


out of traffic, the persistent taxi 
in hot pursuit. The chase (for the 
females) finally ended when we 
turned off towards Bandra. One 
oouldn't help stealing a glance as 
the girls went by. and the last we 
saw of them, they had smiles 
covering their faces as they 
vigorously waved goodbye. Once 
again things were back to normal, 
and Phil Collins sounded louder 
than ever. 

“I'm getting married in another 
25 days, “said Ankola with a 
nervous laugh. 

So what's the problem? 

"Nothing. I just thought that 
you should know, "he said 
smiling. The guy has a great 
defence mechanism. 

We stop at Ankola’s house while 
he goes up to change. The air 
outside is hot and the air-cooler in 
the car isn't helping any. by 
belching out hot air. Sachin 
realises this, opens the glove 
compartment a takes out a bottle 
of Giorgio Armani and sprays it 
liberally into the cooler. The air 
smells sweet again. Sachin has 
not finished yet. Another bottle 
comes out: this time it's a breath 
freshener and Sachin takes a few 
whiffs of it, "Peppermint flavour. 
One of my hobbies is collecting 
perfumes, "he confesses with 
great pride. “J have around 35-40 
bottles of them. Paco Rabamie, 
Obsession and Polo. I've got the 
works. ” Well, well a little bit of 
braggir g never h urt anyone. 

The incident with the two 
females still loomed large in my 
mind and the questions were just 
waiting to spew forth. Has the 
guy ever been asked out on dates 
by girls? Surely it is possible and 
he has accepted. Besides girls 
would love to be seen with him. 

"Yeah, I’ve been asked,” he 
stammers. “But still that’s not 
me.” 

In India and abroad? 

“In India and abroad,” he states. 

Did the girls ask you? 

“Obviously,” he claims in 
surprise. "They ring me up all the 
time and say that they want to 
meet me.” 

This is the guy about whom 


Tony Greig had once said that he 
had received hundreds of letters 
from fans enquiring about the 
‘smouldering innocent young 
man from India’. And no 
girlfriends! 

Sachin (blushing), “No not yet. 
Basically I don't think I have the 
time for such distractions. 
Besides, I’m not very interested ” 

So when is the right time? 

“Let’s see,” he deliberates after a 
great deal of thought. "It should 
happen automatically. I don’t 
have to specifically go for it. ” The 
topic is laid to rest as his 
discomfituie is obvious. 

Ankola comes bounding down 
the stairs. His appearance has 
undergone a slight alteration. He 
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looks fresh and clean after a bath. 
Sachin and he exchange a few 
words in Marathi and they both 
get into the car Soon we re on our 
way to Sachin's house for a 
photo-session. 

This time there is not much 
conversation. Both the boys are 
obviously tired after the day's 
play To compensate for the 
silence, the music in the car is 
pump up really loud, as if 
trying to form a protective shield 
around the two boys. 

Ankola slides further back into 
the seat, while Sachin settles 
down to some driving. One tries to 
make a remark but is restrained 
by the look of contentment on 
their faces. We tune off to the 
strains of Sachin's favouri te 
soundtrack from the movie, 
'Pretty Woman’. We leave in a 
doud of dust and to the haunting 
lyrics of Eoxette singing, “It must 
have been love”. 
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He has spared more than 
enough time for me. Good God. he 
even tuened back his friends 
when they called him out to play. 
He has been the perfect host at 
home; always concerned, always 
enquiring. The questions I had set 
out to ask him had by now become 
exhausted. All but one, and this I 
had saved up for the finale. 


This was, however, not my 
question. It was the first thing 
people told me when I had decided 
to meet him: Sachin Tendulkar 
has become an arrogant brat! It is 
time to clarify that now. I do, and 
proceed to ask him. 

Err, people say that you have 
become arrogant. True? 

"I know people say this. I 
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personally feel that one should 
behave like that sometimes. There 
are times when people talk utter 
rubbish with me in front of 
everyone. They say things that 
don’t make any sense. If you in 
return start behaving freely then 



The boy’s future now seems \ 
to be well taken care off He 
is now employed. Not that he 
ever goes to office, butjust 
being on the payrolls of a 
company is good for 
company itself. 
Sungrace-Mafatlal have not 
only employed him, but they 
have bestowed on him a 
position which probably no 
l8~year-old middle class can 
boast of. he is the manager 
of Public Relations and 
Personnel 


they say just what they like. This 
is really miserable and I won’t 
allow people to treat me like that 
Anyway, 1 don’t retaliate. 1 just 
ignore them.” 

Any specific situations he can 
recall? 

“It happens sometimes” he 
admitted. “When people can’t see 
someone doing well, they talk 
negatively. Sometimes oven the 
simple people talk like that. His 
voice IS full of emotion. He 
realises it, looks up at me and 
smiles “I’m generally not very 
emotional, you know,” he quips. 
“You see it’s not important.” Yeah, 
sure. 

lam standing at the front gate 
oCSahitya Sahawas (Sachin's 
colony) waiting for a cab to take 
me home. The day’s even ts have 
gone by in a blur and as one tries 
to recollect, they come rushing 
back. A taxi stops and rolls down 
the meter. As the frail engine of 
the Bombay Fiat starts to growl, 

I one cannot avoid an upward 
I glance. And there on the window 
* of the fifth floor is Sachin’s 
I cherubic face—tousled hair and 
; all—smiling down at me. 9 
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QUESTIONS 

M "HeUo! HeUo 
JL • what have we 
here?” Who said these 
famous words and 
relating to which 
controversial 
incident? 

2 On two 
• occasions 
England and 
Australia played a 
‘mixed’ cricket match. 
Under what title was 
it played? 

3 The Benson & 

, Hedgra Cup 
Finsd between 
Australia and New 
Zealand, saw Trevor 
Chappell bowling an 
underarm delivery 
helping his team.wln 
the cup. Who was the 
unlucky batsman who 
faced him? 

4 He was bom in 

• Kenya, is of 
Indian ori0n and 
spent most hisearly 
life playing 
English county 
ormet. He finally 
played for New 
Zealand in 

international cricket. 
Who are we talking 
of? 

5 /‘The beauty of 
• 4 cricket is that a 
small gentleman can 
alsobeagreat 
champion”. Who said 


players m regard to 
battmg in Test 
cricket- M.L 
Jaisimha(in 1960), 

R J. Shastn (in 1985) 
of India, G Boycott 


these famous words 
and on which 
occasion? 

6 What is 
, uniquely 
common to these 


ANSWERS 


1 It was Richie Benaud on the Channel-9 
Network He was referring to the intention of 
Trevor Chappell to bowl an underarm de'ivery 

2 ’ Smokers vs Non Smokers 

3 Brian McKenzie of New Zealand 

4 DeepakN Pate! the Kiwi offspinner 

5 Sir Len Hutton said these words as a compliment 
to Sunil Gavaskar on the latter having reached 
the 10,000 runs mark in Test cricket 

6 These four batsmen have batted on all five days 
of a Test match 

7 MAK Pataudi of India 

8 Only once, in Birmingham against England 
during the 1967 tour 

9 Winston W Davis of West Indies who got seven 
wickets for 51 runs against Australia in the 1983 
World Cup 

10 Bowls, he captained England in the First 
International Bowls Match in 1903 

11 Clyde Cumberbatch of West Indies 

12 The Plunket Shield in New Zealand and The 
Currie Cup in South Africa 

13 MAK Pataudi of India 

14 Sunil Valson of Delhi 

15 JohnArlott 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN 
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JAYANTV. JOSHI 
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BANGALORE 560 086. 


(in 1977) of England 
and Kim J. Hughes 
(in 1980) of 
Australia^ 

7 Who wrote 
, “You will find It 
better to play cricket 
usmg only one eye”? 

8 How many 
, Tests have 
Bedi, Prasanna, 
Chandrashekhar and 
Venkataraghavan 
played together*^ 

9 Who has 
. claimed the 
most number of 
wickets in a single 
One Day 

International game 
and against whom'^ 

-4 ^ In what 
JL \J . sport, other 
than cricket did W G 
Grace represent 
England‘S 

n Who was the 
, umpire who 
declar^ Dean Jones 
run out of a no ball in 
the recent Test senes 
in the Caribbean 
•4 Q What js the 

X fC . equivalent 
of the Ranji Trophy m 
New Zealand*? 

•4 Q Who IS the 
X O . only 
cricketer to have 
captained a Test team 
of which all the other ^ 
ten players were older' 
than himself? 

A A India won 
X^. the 
Prudential World Cup 
in 1983 marking a 
new era m Its 
cricketing history Of 
the 14 members who 
comprised this squad, 
one player did not 
play even a single 
game throughout this 
campaign who was 
he? 

•4 jr Which 
X Q * famous 
English commentator 
contested for a seat to 
the Parliament in the 
1950’s? 
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I would Just ilfct to My ttwt .it It 
M oxtriKHttiniuy ovent Irtiny 
Hfe to have beaten Sob Cowifl • 
raee. I’m Mtrwnely proud, that 
thay have endoraed ua 
unanlmoualy. We'il go heN tor 
Iaattwrln20i0o. 

SCOTT, the man behind 
Manchester’s bid for the Olyrr^ics 
in the year 2000. Sebastian Coe, 
was campaigning for London as 
the venue for the Games. 




t would be emottonat. 
about an the ttmes we 
piayadBhIrta veraua akina, 
hMlng fme day to get Into ttw 
liBA.fhWf linaily getting Into 
tiw I cried tor ait the 

timea t ahovatM enow off the 
imifc m praotloed hook ihota 
twitb iiiy He^a the one*he'a 

the tody raaaon tidiy I’m here. 

JOHNSON, when he burst 
Mo tears, after he became the 
Ntoionai Basketbali Association's 
an time assist leader. 


*|fHERElsbadblodd 
I everywhere ih cricket now. 
We need aomethlng eo that 
pecqde begin to le^Mct ttw 
game once again. Peopktahouto 
leallae that no one hi greater 
than ttw game of cricket. 

ViV RICHARDS, atter he rehected 
8 statement he macto against ttw 
/lustralian manager Bobby 
^mpson. This series was marred 
by many controversies: 
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DAVIS CUP: 
INDIA Vs 
SOUTH KOREA 


LucEy 


After two successive 
defeats, the Indian team 
held its nerve to edge out a 
surprisingly resilient 
South Korean team. The 
World Group is now just 
one tie away 


fer 
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New Delhi. Sunday. 
Mays, 1991. 5p.m. The 
operative word is 
paradox. 

Girls in schooldress, 
don't shriek, but bay 
poems of adoration. 
Teenagers with paint, 
Indian flag colours, 
streaked across their 
face have a one word 
vocabulary: everything 
is ‘unbelievable'. The 
dressing room is littered 
with high energy drink 
tins, yellow Walkmans, 
and players who can't 
vote and speak a 
language that’s best 
called hip. The captain is 
63years old, and he's 
hip too—clenching fists, 
pumping his arms. And 
he's grey, dudes. 

This is Indian tennis 
today—differen t, 
young', impetuous, 
good. It's cool. 

But it was also, said a 
teenager, ‘unbelievably’ 
hot. Dry hot. 


Krishnan, the quiet, 
deadly professional 
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dehydrating hot. A 
haze, thick and m uggy, 
eettJed like a false 
ceiling above the courts. 
Which was the reason 
why you couldn't see it, 
but it was there. See 
what? The bright 
shining star whose 
beam does not leave 
LeaaderPaes. No doubt 
about it, there’s 
somebody up there who 
loves him. 

Here’s why. 

On the first day. his 


Krishnan is relaxed, a 
pro. But he must 
wonder. In one era he 
played in Vijay's 
shadow. Now is his 
thunder being stolen 
again?0n the last 
day, they carried 
Leander, when for a 
shot here or there it 
might have been him 


legs are licked with 
cramps. He wins hearts 
with his courage but not 
the match. 0-1. Ramesh 
wins his. 1-1. 

Second day, Krishnan 
sets the doubles pace, 
Leander follows. 2-1. 

Third day. Has to be 
Krishnan’sday. A third 
win will make him hero. 
But he loses, even with 5 
break points in the eighth 
Leander strides off, his 
aggression echoed by 
his captain and Piperno 









game of the fifth set. 

2 - 2 . 

Graham Gooch once 
asked Ian Botham, “Who 
writes your script?’’. 

Who writes Leander's? 
This is the decisive fifth 

Jie Seong Ho was the 
weakness India required 


match. Does the kid who 
eats pressure cookers 
’for breakfast know what 
tension is? He wins 7-6, 
6-3, 6-2, playing with 
polish, the coolest man 
in the place. 

The kid is lucky, sure. 
The kid also never lets 
go the opportunities he 




gets. 

Krishnan is relaxed, a 
pro. But he must 
wonder. In one era he 
played in Vijay’s 
shadow. Now is his 
thunder being stolen 
again ? His contribution 
was spectacular, 
without him winning a 
myth. But on the last 
day, they carried 
Leander, when for a shot 
here or there it might 
have been him. 


Oless, 
no more 
than the 
Indonesi¬ 
ans”. A quote that 
should hang in the 
spoken word’s Hall of 



Chang Eui Jong: heart, 
guts and skill 


(In) Fame. They should 
hang the speaker of it 
too, for beside that 
Oriental slant of eye. the 
Koreans had everything 
the Indonesians didn’t 
discipline and resilience, 
talent and mobility. 
Merely the Koreans two 
wins over us in Bharuch 
(1989) and Seoul (1990), 
plus their high 
motivation levels and 
nationalistic pride as 
evidenced at the Seoul 
Olympic Games (1988) 
should have been ample 
warning to the Indians. 

Was the Indian team 
prepared? “They’re 
relaxed”, said non 






playing captain Naresh 
Kumar, then adding 
half-jocularly, 
half-cautiously, “almost 
too relaxed. I better have 
a word with them”. 

The Indians were, in 
fact, both casually 
confident and edgy. The 
former because Chang 
Em Jong and Jie Seung 
Ho wore shirts with the 
labels ‘Davis Cup 
debutants’ and this was 
India, heat and grass. 
The latter, becaxise the 
Koreans dropped the 
experienced Kim JaeSik 
(psychological move?) 
and hyped up their 
recent doubles win over 
top dogs Grant Connell 
and Glenn Michibata. 

Yet any, even subtle, 
hint of underestimation 
vanished with the tie’s 
first set going to Seong. 
Two days later Ramesh 
Krishnan was saying, 
“for the Koreans to play 
in such strange 
conditions and being 
debutants they put in a 
helluva performance”. 
Even his father was 
“surprised”. 

Seong, whose clothes 
were as bizarre as his 
temperament—one 
second a snarl of 
triumph, the next a 
deject^ droop of the 
head—looked 
impressive intially 
because Krishnan 
allowed him too. A set 
down, Krishnan said 
enough, tugged at his 
shorts put his racket on 
automatic fire and sent 
down tracers of 
beautiful death. Despite 
Seong’s facility on the 
backhand and 
Krishnan’s insistence on 
playing to it, the 
disparity of skills was 
too great. Krishnan, at 
one juncture, won 12 
games in a row, the 
wires in Seong’s jaw 

ReferM Johmton dwarfs 
the ganlal Krishnan 



INDIA BEAT SOUTH KOREA 3-2 

Ramesh Krishnan bt Jie Seong Ho 4-6,6-2,6-0,6-3 
Chang Eui Jong bt Leander Paes 6-4,5-7,6-4,7-6 
Krishnan/Paes Dt Chang/Seong 7-6,6-4,7-5 
Chang Eui Jong bt Ramesh Krishnan 4-6,6-4,1-6,6-3,6-4 
Leander Paes bt Jie Seong Ho 7-6,6-3,6-2 











snapping with every cmmmitment, discipline 

Krishnan jewelltillit and dedication to one’s 

and he were totally job". Adjectives, which 

unhinged. Some ‘patriot gave a flicker of insight 

calls’ by over zealous into the heart of the tie’s 

linesmen may have been most accomplished 
in a bad taste, but player. His face 

Krishnan’s sweetness impassive, a mixture of 
was overpowering. a monk’s calmness and 

an interrogator’s 

A t dinner after the menace, Chang 

tie, Chang Eui appeared to have taken 

Jong, all polite 184 cms seriously his nickname 
of him, explained to me ‘Michael’ given by the 

through an interpreter, press. Gloriously fluid 
that "in Korea, after the for a big man. like a 
family, comes tank with a Ferrari 



engine, he showed 
negligible discomfort on 
grass, served with craft 
and cunning and in 
beating Paes and 
Krishnan displayed vast 
reservoirs of mental and 
physical stamina. And 
were it not for Seong’s 
sleep in the doubles. 
Chang may have 
pocketed the doubles 
too. 

For Paes, the Chang 
match was just a bad day 
at the office: no rhythm, 
and cramps to boot But 
■fehere were to be no 
excuses. “1 was upset I 
lost in the sense that 
champions win even 
when not playing that 
well. I didn’t choose the 
right shot most times, 
and I couldn’t take the 
game to him like I 
normally do because I 
was making too many 
errors. I played okay, 
but not the big points”. 

At 17. this was Paes’ 
fifth Davis Cup tie and 
his first loss in a live 
singles. Yet such a 
powerful web of magic 
he has spun, such huge 
expectations he has 
created, that for many 
his loss was a shock to 
the system. A fantasy 
had briefly been inv^ed 
by reality. 

Korea had beaten us 
twice before and late 
night meetings and 
huddles turned the Taj 
Man Singh hotel into a 
briefing zone—no-one, 
beats India thrice in a 
row, got it, guys? This 
was Oh Captain My 
Captain time and Naresh 
Kumar, cerebral ions 
careening around his 
brain, scratched out a 
blueprint for victory. 

First move. Don’t 
play safe, use Krishnan 
and Paes in the doubles. 

Second move. Change 
the Jaipur/lndone^ 

Chang had much .to exult 
about 



style and put Itemeah.in 
the left court. "Because 
Ramesh is more 
consistent, more 
experienced and most of 
the big points—40.30, 
30.40, ib.SO—comeon 
the left court.” Not to 
mention a sizzling 
backhand. 

The captain was 
zoning here. The 
Indians zapped the 
Koreans 7-6,6-4, 7-5, 
Krishnan always 
wickedly good and once 
Paes got through the 
first set his volleys were 
the type stamped ‘Made 
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in Heaven’. 

Tie-over, Kriehnan 
will eat Chang. Ah, but 
‘Michael* had other 
ideas. He hung around, 
Kriehnan always a little 
tight made the required 
eiTors, and suddenly 
five sets were over and a 
match was yet to be 
played. 

ButwasLeander 
ready? Ah, the captain 
had already made his 
third move. On the last 
morning, as he and 
Krishnsm were leaving 
the hoteh Naresh 
excused himself, went to 








Cramptl Dr. Paes does 
the needful as captain 
Kumar looks worried 

the lobby, dialled 
Leander’s room and 
warned him “not to let 
down mentally. Prepare 
yourself as if there is 
goingtobeafJth 
match". 

And then, prior to the 
fifth match came the 
captain’s decisive fourth 
move: “I told Leander to 
relax. To play within 
himself. To use the hype 
only on the big points” 
BANG! The kid played 
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outrageous, smart 
teimis. Like a pro, 
always solid, 
spectacular when 
required. It was 
grown-up texmis, a 
mirror for himself on 
how he must play if he is 
to be a big boy. 

The party now shifts 
to Bra^ in September. 
Latin madness and 
sweaty, slow clay 
courts. Is Naresh 
Kumar apprehensive? 
“Thank we’re not 
playing them in soccer”, 
he quips. 

It will be a demanding 


tie, for barring surface 
and a manic crowd, 
Cassio Motta, Richard 
Acioly, Luis Mattar and 
Damlo Marcelino are a 
fine blend of talent and 
experience. “But we’re 
not going to get pushed 
over” asserts the 
captain. “We know now 
that the load can be 
shared and the Korea tie 
proved we can take on 
people. We can definitely 
win". 

This team then, hard 
working and gifted, 
deserves a star too. 9 

PHOTOGRAPHS: KAMAL JULKA 





424 races run in 54 days of racing at the Mahalaxmi racecourse, Bombay 
this season. A somewhat successful season marred by labour problems 
which threatened to disrupt the existence of the sport... 


O N Sunday, April 
28,1991, the 
current Bombay 
season finally 
drew to a close. 
Spread over a 
period of five months, 
this was the longest 
season in the history of 
Mahalaxmi racecourse 


have been plaguing 
Western India of late 
and threatening to 
disrupt the very 
existence of the sport 
itself. 

A host of new 
champions came into 
being in the course of 
the season but what 


he received for that 
victory astride Scorpio 
could easily have been 
befitting a potential 
Derby winner 
elsewhere. But now let’s 
pause for a minute and 
analyse the individual 
champions both equine 
and hximan in their 


closing stages. This 
time, however, Sait 
made no mistalsie and 
ended up the clear 
winner with 43 winners 
to his credit almost six 
wins ahead of his 
nearest rival Dallas 
Todywalla who was a 
creditable second. 




REMEMBER ANI 


with 424 races actually 
being rvm in the course 
of the 54 days of racing. 
This too was a record in 
its own right. In many 
ways it was a season to 
remember and a season 
to forget, but on the 
whole the Bombay 
Meeting of 1990-’91 was 
a success bar the lisual 
labour problems which 


surely must have been 
the highlight of it all 
was watching the 
legendary Lester 
Rggott ride in Bombay 
on Derby day. The crowd 
that afternoon was the 
largest ever and Lester 
may not have won the 
Derby, but he did ride a 
winner from his very 
first ride and the ovation 


respective fields. 

CHAMPION 

TRAINER: IMTIAZ SAIT 
last won the Trainers’ 
Championship back in 
1987-‘88. Since then he 
has been in the fighting 
each year, but has had to 
play second fiddle, 
coming tantahsingly 
close to being champion, 
but losing out in the 



Round about Derby 
time things did not seem 
to be going Sait’s way. 
Last season, he had lost 
two top class fillies to 
schooler Altaf Hussain. 
They had supposedly 
been temporarily 
transferred, while Sait 
served a suspension 
term slapped on him by 
the authorities for using 
steroids. The fillies in 
(fuestion, Starfire Girl 
and Speedbird, never 
came back to Sait as 
Altaf produced good 
enough results with 
them. Well, Speedbird 
may not have done very 
much but Starfire Girl 
came out and won the 
Indian Oaks and the 
Derby and left Sait 
feeling like he had been 
kicked in the teeth. 

What made the Derby 
win even more difficult 
to stomach was the fact 
that the colt that he 

The signs of s successful 
season. The bookies 
were mobbed by punters 
atthe Mahsiaxmi 
racecourse 





















trained namely Starflre 
Boy finished a very close 
third. Sait had wanted 
Lester Rggott, who was 
available to ride him, but 
unfortimately Lester 
had opted for Speedbird 
and Sait had virtually 
been left without a rider 
until Robin Corner was 
finally declared. “With 
Lester up I’m sure we 
co\ild have won”, said a 
dejected Sait after the 
Derby, but alas it never 
came to be. 


tantalisingly close to 
winning. On the 
penultimate day he lost 
by a shorthead on a 
horse named Royal 
Ascot. Had the verdict of 
the camera gone his way 
he would have equalled 
Shroffs tally and been 
declared the champion 
on account of having 
more seconds to his 
credit. 

But Pesi Shroff was 
not tc be denied and held 
on ending the season 


with a Classic double 
under his belt. He rode 
Starfire Girl to victory in 
the Indian Oaks and 


then followed it up by 
winning the Indian 
Derby astride the same 
filly. In the bargain 
Shroff has now won 
three suoiessive Derbies 
two more earlier and 
that has proved without 
a shadow of doubt that 


rORGET 


But Imtiaz Sait had his 
moments of glory too in 
the course of the season. 
He won the 1000 
Guineas with Etna and 
then saddled Ponta 
Delgado to win the 
richest race in the 
country namely the 
Poonawalla Breeders’ 
Million. All in all a 
satisfying season on the 
whole for the Imtiaz 

csf aHIo 

CHAMPION JOCKEY; 
PESI SHROFF narrowly 
lost championship 
honours amongst the 
jockeys last year to 
Aslam Kader. This year 
he won it narrowly 
beating the up and 
coming Malesh Narredu 
by one solitary winner to 
land the spoils. At one 
stage with less than 
three racedays to 
Shroffs lead must have 
looked unassailable. But 
a flurry of wins and 
some brilliant riding 
saw Malesh narrow the 
gap and at the wire the 
pair were separated by 
just one. 

In fact Narredu came 












Ali Haider presents his 
stunning sequerOARAR* 
after'CHAHAT. 

In Ali's words, "Chahot’ 
embodied the innocent 
love I had for someone 
who captured my heart, 
It turned out so well that 
ItgivesmeQararQarar 
Qarar... every moment 
of my life." 

Like Ali Haider's gooc 
looks you will find the 
‘QARAR'audio cassette 







Horse Of The Season: 

Starftre Girl 

hot blooded on a tennis 
court m comparison 

HORSE OP THE 
SEASON STARFIRE 
GIRL a bay filly by 
Riyahi out of Marchetta 
trained by Altai Hussain 
and owned in 
conjunction by the 
Poonawalla brothers 
and Mr VijayMallya 
would be the obvious 
choice as horse or 
should one say filly of 
the season The four 
year old raced four times 
in the course of five 
months and she came 
out on top thrice 

She opened her 
campaign by winning 
an ordinary Handicap 
race for horses in Class 
ni comfortably enough 
But it did not look the 
sort of performance that 
one would attribute to a 
Classic winner She 
would have to improve a 
great deal for that The 
Indian 1000 Gumeas 
proved that and Starfire 
Girl ran second,beaten a 
length and a quarter by 
Etna 

Quite a few people 
blamed Shrofl for this 
defeat, but it s easy to 
find fault after an event 
Starfire Gill was 
certamly not at her best 
before the Guineas She 
came into her own Oaks 
time and produced a 
scmtiUatmg display to 
win the mile and a half 
filhes classic in a canter 
A fortnight later she 
took on the colts in the 
Derby and turned m one 
of the most courageous 
displays shown by a flUy 
to win by half a length in 
a race where a mere 
three quarter length 
was all that separated 
the first four 

After that Starfire Girl 
was retired to stud and 
unfortunately we did 



not get to see her in 
action in the Invitation 
Cup at Madras 
However, I think her 
performance can best be 
summed up in the words 
of the man who rode her 
m the Derby Pesi 
Shroff T don t think 
Starfire GiH reproduced 
her Oaks form m the 
Derby I was 

Champion Jockey: 
Peal Shroff 


disappointed even 
though she turned m a 
good enough display to 
wm the Derby If that is 
true then Starfire Girl 
must have been quite a 
filly to have beaten the 
colts even when she was 
not at her best 

CHAMPION STAYER 
MAJESTIC EAGLE a got 
abroad bay filly by 
Tender King out of 



Mamnsky trained by 
Uttam Smgh established 
herself as one of the best 
stayers m the land when 
she walked away with 
the Indian St Leger 
Run over that gruelling 
distance of a mile and 
three quarters. Majestic 
Eagle engraved her 
name mto the record 
books by just edgfing out 
a record that had stood 
to the credit of the 
legendary Rock Of 
Gibraltar for over 34 
years The 2800 metre 
record in Bombay is now 
m the name of Majestic 
Eagle at 2 mm 57 7 sec 
Jockey, John Lowe 
who was flown in all the 
way from England to 
nde Majestic Eagle was 
easmg up the daughter 
of Tender King well 
before she had passed 
the fimsh and that 
showed just how 
superior she was to 
anything else m the 
field Owned by Messrs 
JP Goenka, Deepak 
Khaitan, Ross Deas and 
Arvmd Poddar, Majestic 
Eagle if she stays on in 
traimng will be a force 
to reckon with over a 
distance because m my 
opimon we have still not 
seen the best of her • 










HE battle has Almost like putting the cart before the "common interest" of the 

T culminated It’s time to the horse But this, to a certain factions not to hamper in the 

take stock of the spoils extent, had some bearing on some appointment of Nayeem The 

The days of chaos and players who switched allegiance pressure is already on him to once 

horse trading that 18 from one club to another The again show the path to glory 

the Calcutta soccer appointment of coaches it seemed Not getting Nayeem had been a 

transfer season is behind us now was top on the priority list of the great loss for Mohun Bagan At 

The topic of who will go where three premier clubs least for Bagan boss Dhiren Dey 

and for how much takes a back East Bengal’s prime intention and its football secretary Shambu 

seat as discussions rage about the was to retain Syed Nayeemuddin Ghosh who preferred the former 

strengths and weaknesses of the who helped the club achieve a very national coach But the club 

Big Three teams and their rare distinction of winning the secretary Tutu Basu apparently 

coaches This year the week-long triple crown in 1990 Not that “undemocratically” recruited 

transfer penod degenerated into a Mohun Bagan didn’t make an Subhas Bhowmick whose 

mafia-film spoof attempt to rope Nayeem in, but the credentials as a successful coach 

And like the gangster movies, club’s fickleness saw Nayeem are unknown However, the 

where the boss/godfather builds decide to remain with his old club appomtment of Bhowmick had 

his gang/family around him. this Although East Bengal v/as busy raised eyebrows withm, and he 

year’s transfer saw the clubs first with the club elections, ii was m will be under enormous pressure 

appoint a coach before setthng Nayeem chats with East Bengal’s to prove his credentials Perhaps 

down to composing a team Blklish PanjI and Tarun Dey he's accepted the challenge 




more sober Shabbir Ali should use 
his good rapport with his talented 
juniors from other States and the 
key players who have been 
retained to good effect 
However, what are the 
strengths and weakness of the Big 
Three on the maidan’ Can East 
Bengal keep their reputation 
mtacf^ Will Mohammedan SC 
come good this season*^ Does 
Mohun Bagan have the forces to 
push their two rivals into the 
background‘d 


wmgback Aloke Mukherjee and 
Knshnendu Roy with Tarun Dey 
and Swamp Das playing the role 
of stoppers But if the defenders 
foul up, utility defenders Ilyas 
Pasha and Mastan Ahmed are 
there to stand by 
The engine room, which we call 
the imdf leld, is per haps East 
Bengal's sore point in an 
otherwise balanced blend It is 
here that Bikash Panji will have to 
show that he’s worth the money 
he’s been signed for He should 


Towards the end of the last 
season, the writing on the wall 
mdicated that coach Jamshed 
Hasirri’s days with Mohammedan 
Sportmg were over Club supremo 
MirMd Omar, without even a 
second thought, appomted 
Shabbir All, an MIS coach and a 
diploma holder from Germany, as 
part of his muck-clearmg 
operation after an mglorious 
1990 With no trophies for Mohd 
SC until the fag end of the season 
when they won the Stafford Cup at 
Bangalore and recently (with the 
new team) the Nagjee Trophy at 
Calicut against the India XI, the 


Durmg the transfers Jlast 
Bengal’s primary objective was to 
build a side to win even more 
tournaments this season And 
now its time for coach Nayeem to 
get cracking 

What 18 the team like‘s The goal 
looks very safe Nayeem has a 
complete goalkeeper in Debashis 
Mukherjee with Sudipto 
Chakraborty and veteran Bhaskar 
Ganguly to take over at times 

The defence is solid in spite of 
the disgmntled Monoranjan 
Bhatiacharjee signing for Bagan 
He has been ably substituted with 
a more organised defence 


have no proDiem8,con8idermg his 
excellent form and scoring ability 
last season And he will be aided 
by either gamemaker Prasanta 
Banerjee or Moheul Islam 
However both these players 
reflexes are getting weary with 
age and. to make amends the club 
signed young talented Shankar 
Sa^u as the third player m the 
midfield And if things don’t click, 
Nayeem can always play Babu 
Mani as the attacking midfieldei 
Cheema Okene's absence may 
not be felt but East Bengal has still 
managed a lethal strikeforce, 
which IS superior to Bagan''s 


















They have in their ranks the 
skilKil Krishanu Dey, Babu Mam 
and the menacmg BSF striker 
DarbaraSmgh Kuljit Singh has 
signed but for some legal 
implication his transfer has been 
stayed by the lederation 

T rophies are what Mohun 
Bagan is desperately anghng 
for Last season, the club’s only 
glory was winning the league and 
a “farcical" all-India (Group A 
category') tournament, the 
Airlines Gold Cup Nothmg much 
to boast about So it was no 
surprise when, this season, Bagan 
went on a signing spree to try and 
break the drought But at the end 
of it all, it looks as though Bagan’s 
problems still exist, especially m 
the deep defence and the midfield 
However, these problems can be 
remedied with tact and mtelligent 
handhng And not being 
confronted by the belligerent 
Subroto Bhattacharya anymore 
will probably be a great rehef to 
both the coach and his players 
Mohun Bagan’s problems began 
with the sigmng of a glut of 
defenders, prommently among 
them Monoranjan Bhattacharjee 
Anirudda Koley is an automatic 
choice in the left back position, 
while the other wingback tussle 
will be between Kabir Bose and 
Kerala Police's Shararf Ah For the 
stoppers' slot, the coach’s first 
choice should be the duo of 
Achintya Belel and Amit Bhadra 
The point then is how much will 
Monoranjan be utihsed*^ And if 
thmgs don’t work out smoothly 
among the back four then there is 
the confident and classy keeper 
Tanumoy Bose, first choice to 
Atanu Bhattacharya. under the 
bar 

With SIX notable stars in the 
midfield (Sudip Chatterjee, 

Satyajit Chatterjee, Debashis 
Mishra, Debashis ^kar, Kerala 
Police’s Vijayan and 
Maharashtra’s Santha Kumar) 
coach Bhowmick vinll have the 
problem of an embarrassment of 
nches Ofcourse, Bagan needs a 
schemer and that they have m the 
hardworking Sudip Chatterjee 
while the rest can be utilised on a 
rotational basis But in all this. 



Mohun Bagan might face the 
biggest problem of all ego hassles 
among big players when they are 
dropped 

G^s win matches and m this 
context Bagan laid more emphasis 
on the fronthne WithSishir 
Ghosh’s suspension last season, 
Bagan’s strikeforce was 
completely blunted ButSishir 
claims that he’ll be a different 
breed this time, and the club is 
hoping for goals from his spot 
jumps’ If he does fail to strike 
form, Bagan can confidently look 
forward to Vijayan and Santha 
Kumar who are equally good 
upfront But for the moment let’s 
wait and see who scores and how 
often’ 

M ohammedan sporting 

has perhaps the junior-most 
team compared to the other two 
giants And pundits feel that the 
team's quite lopsided look might 
pose a serious challenge to coach 
ShabbirAii Without doubt, the 
club's trump cards are Nigerians 
Chibuzor and Christopher, the 
duo who scored regularly last 
season 

With the mduction of Mafatlal’s 
wmger Godfrey Pereira and 
striker Mushtaq Ali, the attack 
looks awesome ButPeneracan 
only assist his new club after the 
Pre-Olympic camp The attack will 
further sharpen when the talented 
Tata Footbali Academy youngster 

Shabbir All on his new assignment 
ss Mohammedan SC coach 


Godfrey Pereira: will sharpen the 
Mohd.SC attack 

Tauseef Jamal joins the side 
The midfield, however, is 
extremely mediocre Christopher 
will have to take must of the 
workload to keep things moving 
Md Fareed is there alright to do 
all the snatching, but he will have 
to curb his ill-temper which at 
tunes could find the team at the 
receiving end Arup Manna can fit 
mto the midfield well while 
Karnataka s Anappa Kumar has 
to show what he is capable of 
Aloke Saha s experience is also 
available to help the fiontline 
when required 

But Mohammedan SC’s biggest 













Md.Qadeerishould assist MSC 
soon 

crunch is the last line of defence. 
Although Maharashtra’s Md. 
Qadeer can safely be said to be the 
best under the post, he will not be 
available until he registers 
himself for the club. Until then 
Mohammedan SC will have to 
bank on Jagadish Ghosh and 
Haider Ali Mondol and a couple of 
junior keepers. 

Shabbir Ali has a young side 
and he will have to utilise them 
properly to get results that could 
equal ttie expections from the Big 
Three. 

The lines are drawn. Now, let 
the battle begin.* 
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GoaHccqwn; Tanumoy Bom, Atanu 
Bhattaohaiya, Boioit MukheiilM 
andTapashChakraborty,. , 
Defon^i Kabir Bom, Sha^Ali, 
AiiiiTJddlmKdley, ^fimcjraiiJan 
BhattaOharya, Praaanta Saha, 
AchintyaBelsl, Sujlt Dutta,. Amit 
Bhadra and SUddhartha Ghosh. 
Mldfldden: Satyajit ChattaijM, 
SudipChatteijM, Debashlsh 
Sarkar. Debashisb Miahra, 
Vijayan. Santha Kumar, Sax^ib 
Dutta, Abhijit Manna and Uttam 
Ghosh. 

Forwards; Sudip Chakiaborty, 
Uttam MukherjM, l^ahir Ghosh, 
Pabitra Kar, Kumareah Bhawal, 
Abhijit Bbattaoharya, Samlt Das 
andAjayDas. 

Coach: Subbaa Bhowmick. Asst 
coach: Jahar Das. 


EMTKNML 

GoalkMpers: Debashiah MukbSi^M, 
Bhaskar Ganguly. Sudipto 
Chakraborty and Bhubem 
Chatterjee. 

Defender*; Tarun Dey. Al<Ae 
MukherjM, Swarup Das, Mastan 
Ahnaed, d^as Pasha, Bakd 
Mukherjee, Swapan Bom, 
Kriahnendu R( 9 , Pradyut Sarkar, 
Swapan Pal. 

MMnelders: Blkah Pai\ji, Mohiul 
Islam, Praaanta Banerjee, Sukhen 
Chakraborty, Shankar Sadhu, 
Tushar Rakahit, Sabir Singh 
Chowdhury, IJjjal Biswas. 

Forwards: Kzishanu Dey. Babu 
Mani, Darbara Singh, Ktdjit Singh, 
Rupak Chowdbury, Abhijit Roy 
Chowdhury, Pradip Talukdar, 
Vinod Kumar. Sandip Munshi, 
Subir Sarkar, Ranjit Saha, Katrick 
Sett, Amitava Biswas, Somenedh 
GbouH and Pronob Mondol. . 

Coach: Syeti Nayeemud^. Asat 
coach: Shyamal Ghosh.' 


Goalkeepers! Jagadish Qhoah, 
Debashlsh Ganguly, Sbantl 
Majumdar. Hyder Ah Mondol. 
DdbMfers: Saibal ChatteijM, 
JosiE^, Supriyo Chakraborty, 
Rahamatullah, Musbir Ahmed, 
Aloke Saha, Samir Chowdbury, 
Debasiah Konar, Gurudtaran Das, 
Samar Majumdar, Sabadeb 
Majumdax, SibaprasadDeb, 
Debaaiah Das, Dobasish Ghosh. 
MidfldderuMohammed F'areed, 
ArupManiia. Sanjay Chanda. 
Manash Roy, Md. S^id, AMd 
Hossain, diakir Shahid, 
gamaftiAiin Sanfuzi, Rashid Qasi, 
Iftikar Ahmad, Anaiq)aKumar. 
Fwwards: CSiibnizor, Firoz, AMd 
Imam, MuahtaqAJl, Subrata Ray, 
Tausetf Jamal, Tridib Talukdar, 
^ikhKasirHuaaain. 

CwdK Ibabldr AH. Asst ooaoh. 
AslamlQian 










WEST INDIES- AUSTRALIA CRICKET SERIES 


BAD BLOOD 


A t the start of 
the West 
Indies- 
Australia 
series, both 
teams followed 
the unwritten tour rule 
that, no matter what 
happened on the field 
during the day, they 


ONAUSDES 


would visit each other’s 
dressing rooms and 
share a round of drinks 
before calling it a day. 
Halfway through the 
Tests, relations were 
sufficiently strained to 
temporarily suspend the 
practice. But by the end 
of the fourth Test, with 


the West Indies having 
wrapped up the series 
(and with it, the tag of 
champion Test-playing 
nation in the world) 
relations had 
deteriorated to such an 
extent that the post-play 
drinks ritual no longer 
existed. 


It was not just that the 
West Indies had won the 
series, it was not just 
that blood had been 
spilled on both sides, it 
was not just at some of 
the most amazing 
umpiring decisions seen 
in Test cricket in the 
past decade. It was due. 



Viv Richards’ outburst 
about Bobby Simpson. 
strained the already 


tenuous relationship 


between the two 


sides. David McMahon 

analyses tlie controversy 
















in the main, to the 
stunning public 
criticism ^ Australian 
coach Bob Simpson by 
West Indies captain Viv 
Richards. 

Richards surprised 
journalists when, after 
the West Indies had 
clinched the Sir Frank 
Worrell Trophy for the 
series, he accused 
Simpson, the former 
Australian captain, of 
being “a moaner, a bad 
loser and a sour sort of 
loser for whom we don’t 
have a great respect. ” 
Richards was not slow to 
elaborate. “Every now 
and again he will say 
‘well played’ or 
‘congratulations’, but 
you treat people as you 
are treated, and 1 am 
going to tell you that 
Bob Simpson is not our 


cup of tea. You don’t 
know what’s in the 
man’s heart. He is a 
moaner and a bad loser. 
He has been shouting off 
his mouth. I have never 
shouted o^ my mouth. 

“1 dismiss anything 
that Simpson says,” said 
Richards. "It is not a 
matter of what has 
happened on this tour or 
over the years. He is just 
a very sour sort of loser 
and I hope he changes. 


He said last time when 
we toured Australia that 
it was Australia’s chance 
to beat the West Indies. 
He said the same this 
time. Well, I won’t be 
around next time if he 
suggests it again.’’ 

Yet, when pressed, 
Ridiards could only 
elaborate one specific 

Bobby Simpson: 
received more 
sympathy than 
condemnation 








incident for the cause of 
his wrath against 
Simpson. Harking back 
to 1978, when Simpson 
had been recalled to 
captain Australia 
during the early days of 
the World Series 
Cricket. 

“We got criticised that 
year,’’ said Richards, 
“when he said that Clive 
Lloyd told his gfuys to 
bully the umpires. But I 
saw him in action. He 
almost had his hand, his 
fmger, up ttm nose of 
umpire Rolph Gossein. 
He can’t deny it because 
I have the picture to 
prove it." 

Simpson, bemused by 
the complaint, 
countered: “T^ picture 

VIv Richards: at the 
centre of the 
controversy 


was taken during a 
one-day match in 
Antigua when there was 
a dispute about a rule, 
not a decision, and I took 
a rule book out to show 
the umpire. Gossein and 
I have laughed about 
that plenty of times, 
including twice on this 
tour during the team 
visits to Trinidad, where 
he lives. 

“I am amazed, shocked 
and disappointed at 
Richards’ outburst 
which is quite 
extraordinary. I will be 
looking further into it to 
see what action can be 
taken. As far as I am 
concerned, my only 
contacts with Viv 
Richards have been 
pleasant ones. There has 
never been a cross word 
between us.” 

Official reaction was 
rapidly forthcoming. 

But even as the faxes 
and telephone calls 
criss-crossed and the 
contentious issue of 
Richards' outburst was 
dealt with by the 
officials of the two 
cricket boards, another 
former Australian 
captain put his point 
forward. Ian Chappell, 
covering the tour as a 
television commentator 
for Australia's Channel 
Nine and as a columnist 
for Melbourne’s Sunday 
Age newspaper, wrote 
that weekend, “Viv 
Richards’ captaincy is a 
mass of contradictions, 
but his thoughts on Bob 
Simpson were straight 
to the point. Richards 
has a lot of pride in his 
captaincy and he would 
have been deeply 
wounded to hear his 
team’s batting described 
as ‘potentiE^y fragile’ by 
the coach of a seven-man 
batting side that had 
just collapsed twice, 
thus losing the sehes 
comprehensively.” 
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WEST IND^: BATTING 



1 

IN$ 

NO 

RUNS 

AVGE 

HS 

100 

50 

CT/ST 

RIchfe Richardson 

5 

8 

1 

475 

67.85 

182 

2 

1 

1 

; GhA Logie 

5 

7 

2 

261 

52.20 

77* 

0 

3 

4 

.. Ooamdnd Haynes 

5 

9 

1 

412 

51.50 

111 

1 

2 

0 

Gordon Greenidge 

5 

9 

1 

366 

45,75 

226 

1 

0 

1 

7 iilfrew Oi^on 

5 

7 

0 



70 

0 

2 

23 

, Can Hooper 

5 

8 

0 



62 

0 

2 

6 

r . Richards 

5 

8 

1 

174 

24.85 

52* 

0 

2 

2 

Itefcoim Marshall 

S 

7 

1 

145 

24.16 

51 

0 

1 

0 

(Jiflitey Ambrose 

5 

7 

1 

115 

19.16 

53 

0 

1 

1 

. Courtney Wateh 

5 

7 

2 

44 

8.80 

12* 

0 

0 

2 

V ; Patrick Patterson 

5 

7 

2 

33 

6.60 

15 

0 

0 

1 


V 


{One catch was taken by substitute fielder Holder). 

* Vivian Hicharcte has become West Indies' highest run-getter and also the third highest run-getter in 
Test cricket , after Gavaskar and Border. 

BOWLING 



OVERS 

MONS 

RUNS 

WKTS 

AVGE 

BB 

low 

5W 

Malcotm Mar^H 

156.2 

25 

437 

21 

20.80 

3/31 

0 

0 

Patrick Patterson 

136 

19 

409 

18 

22.72 

5/83 

0 

1 

(Courtney Walsh 

179.3 

32 

426 

17 

25.05 

4/14 

0 

0 

Curtley Ambrose 

205.4 

47 

493 

18 

27.38 

3/36 

0 

0 

Cari Hooper 

151 

36 

391 

5 

78.20 

2/28 

0 

0 

VWian Richards 

23 

2 

101 

0 





Richie i%chardson 

1 

0 

2 

0 






* btaicotm Marshait has taken 356 Wickets in Test Cricket and thus surpassing Denis Lillee's 355 
Wickets. He has now become the fourth highest wicket-taker after Richard Hadlee (431), Kapil Dev 
and tan Bt^ham (376 each) and Imran Khan (362). 


* AH the West Indian batsmen were caught in the first innings of the 4th Test at Bridgetown. 


Chappell also made 
the point that Richards 
has often stuck his own 
neck out for the sake of 
his team, with deadly 
effect on opposing sides. 
“When you stop and 
think about his 
captaincy,” wrote the 
eldest ChappeU of 
Richards, “it does have a 
thread. Loyalty. He 
sticks by his players 
through thick and thin 
that's the only difference 
between Viv Richards’ 
leaderehip and that of 
Allan Border on this 
tour.” 

The mesome 
foursonMilFrom Left): 
Courtney Walsh, 
Petrlefcfwterson, 
CurUey Ambrose and 
IMalcdffl Marshall 


Chappell knows what 
he is talking about. In 
all his years as West 
Indies captain, Richards 
has never lost a series. 
Should he lead his team 
to victory in England 
later this year, he will 


retire undefeated by any 
cricketing nation and, 
as Chappell pointed out, 
no country could 
possibly ask more of its 
captain. 

Except, perhaps, a 
better sense of decorum. 


Richard’s place in the 
annals of the game is 
guaranteed, yet his 
behaviouriaJ record has 
been tarnished by an 
outburst which the 
world will never forget 
and which, to say, the 
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6 

2 

387 

81.18 

139* 

1 
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5 

9 

0 

441 


144 

1 

4 

9 

5 

9 

1 

275 

34.37 

59 ' 

0 

i 

1 

5 

9 

1 


3825 

109* 

4 

1 

1 

5 

9 

1 

245 

3082 

81 

0 

1 

4 

5 

9 

0 

220 

25.11 

94 

0 

2 

4 

5 

8 

0 

155 

19.37 

53 

0 

1 

10 

2 

3 

1 

32 

16.00 

28 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

27 

9.00 


0 

0 

0 

5 

8 

0 

41 

5.12 


0 

0 

2 

1 
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6 

3X10 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

2 

3 

300 

2 

0 

0 

$ 

5 

8 

0 

18 

2.25 

7 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0.00 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

OW 

0 

0 

0 
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Craig Me Oermot 
Tarty Aldermoi 
Bruce Raid 


* Border’s total runs in Test Cricket is now 9>2S7~H«thich is just 865 rum etVMt Of Sunit QaMWMtr’s 
record 10,122 runs 

BOWUNQ 


Mark Waugh 65 18 183 8 22J7 «!80 

Craig Me Dermott 192 2 40 564 24 23,80 &80 

Allan Border 74 21 168 7 26.§§ sm 

Merv Hughes 172 3 33 589 19 31.00 4/44 

Peter Ta^or 21 2 79 2 3aS0 1/39 

Bruce Reid 73 12 229 S 45.80 2/SO 

Greg Matthews 73 5 10 273 3 91.00 3/155 

Terry Alderman 22 4 4 105 1 105.00 1/63 

Dean Jones 4 19 0 

Steve Waugh 35 6 90 0 

Mark Whitney 66 11 216 0 


* Mark Waugh achieved the rare feat of torm^O both the- batting and bowling aweraOMi 



least wasill-tuned 
Richards had just won 
the senes yet here he 
was, publicly flogging a 
man whom he could 
pmpomt no charges 
against, apart Orom one 
sohtary incident 13 
years ago 

In the twihght of an 
extraordinaiy career, no 
man need descend to the 
depths of cnticismg a 
fellow statesman of the 
game If indeed 
Richards had a genuine 
gnevance against 
Simpson, he might have 
been better advised to go 
about solving the 
problem by mving a 
one-on-one chat with 
Simpson himself By 


going pubhc and ainng 
hiB views to the world, 
Richards has only 
succeeded in behttling 
himself 

Who lost out, really’ 
Simpson’ Not really 
Even if he IS a “moaner” 
or a "bad loser,” he has 
gained only 
sympathisers m the 
v^e of Richards’ 
outburst’The 
Australian team’ No, for 
they foi:^ht well 
Richards’ Yes, Richards 
was the man who lost 
out No matter how 
great a cricketer, a part 
of his legacy to history 
will be the way he 
conducts himself off the 
field as well Everyone 


remembers Botham’s 
heroics m the 
Headingley Test of the 
1981 Ashes series, yet 
they remember, too, the 
drug busts and the court 
cases In the case of Viv 
Richards (iromcally, a 
good ^end of Botham’s) 
nothmg could possibly 
erase the memory of his 
feats on the field, but 
this outburst has 
tarnished the image 
somewhat 

If anyone had cause to 
compl^ to the media 
this month, it was Allan 
BordOT Some of the 
decisions against his 
men (and some of those 
favourmg the West 


Indies) on this tour have 
been amazing The best 
example of this was the 
dismissal of Geoff Marsh 
m the fourth Test, 
declared Ibw to his 
amazement Even if 
there had been a second 
set of stumps. Marsh 
would not have been out 
But Border, despite the 
provocation, has said 
nothing He has had a 
lot of practice at this, 
during the six-year 
rebuildmg process of the 
Australian team smoe he 
tookthehelm Hemay 
have lost this senes, but 
he won the pomts m a 
unanimous decision 
against Viv Richards m 
the decency stakes • 






Vivian Richards, the aging lion of West Indies, defends the choice of the elder players and 
himself to continue playing, even though they were supposedly past their prime. Greenidge 
with his double century against the Australians has just proveo the sceptics wrong... 


E R too long Viv Richards had listened to the rest of the cricketing 
orld telling him he was the ag^eing leader of a team in dechne 
Now that he was back in the role of dictator he had no aualms 
>ut behaving like one Smashing a hght-heavy weight’s fist into 
his open palm, he growled ‘That’s bullshit and I want it ended now ' 
That, of course, was more like the Richards of the yesteryears, the 
one who radiated a brooding power simply by standing, arms folded, in 
the slips There seemed something slightly unreal about the almost 
flippant character who smiled benignly at the demands- most 
vociferous from within the West Indies themselves - that he and at least 
three of his illustrious elderly team-mates should call it a day 
You began to suspect that, deep down Richards would believe that 
they were right 

But if there was even a subconscious doubt it disappeared when 
opener Gordon Greenidge, oldest and easiest target for the critics, 
scored the double-century that put victory in the fourth Test beyond 
Australia’s reach 

It meant that the West Indies were still the undisputed world 
champions And for Richards it was the vindication of his unpopular 
policy of standing by the over-30s, particularly Greenidg**, Malcolm 
Marshall and Jeff Dujon 

Had it failed, he might have lost the captaincy and his ambition to end 


VIVIAN RICHARDS 


THEDKrm 


When I finish, I want to get 
away from it for a while, 
not like some of those guys 
who come straight back to 
talk on radio and television. 
I love sailing and, 
thankfully. I've never heard 
of a Test match being 
played on the ocean. But 
I'm sure of one thing—^the 
West Indies will still be on 
top when I'm old and in my 
rocking chair. 


his career with a final tour of England ‘But it will be nice to arrive there 
knowing that the team have answered all the doubts,’ he said ‘All those 
people who have been calling for the head of Greenidge and the rest may 
be a little shame-faced’ 

‘I have always believed m the old adage “P’orm is temporary, class is 
for ever ” Gordon is the perfect example of that He, Malcolm Marshall 
and Jeff Dujon beheve m themselves And. for that matter, so does Viv 
Richards This was a crucial game for us all and, when it looked as if we 
could lose, we responded ’ 

There wiU be a gradual transformation’, promised Richards ‘But it 
will be done the way we have always done it—a few players at time- so 
that we don’t upset the balance Under Clive Uoyd s captaincy 1 was 
given the chance to establish myself m the side That’s the way it will be 
with any youngster (possibly Lara or Hamesh Anthony) we take to 
England 

‘Now we have bounced back after losing 4-1 to the Australians in the 
one-day series So much for the theory that the West Indies are only a 
great team when they are on top It helps of course, to have players 
who have played a hundred Tests They can cope with setbacks and 
their experience could teach any youngster how to approach a cnsis ’ 

Richards, 39 last month, intends to quit Test cricket and, literally, 
sail off mto the sunset after the tour of England ‘When I finish I want 
to get away from it for a while, not like some of those guys who come 
straight back to talk on the radio and television I love sailing and, 
thankfully, I ve never heard of a Test match being played on the ocean’ 

‘But I’m sure of one thing—the West Indies will still be on top when 
I’m old and in my rocking chair ’ 

Peter Johnson 

































re hottest kid on the Formula One block 




Now, just p«artiifO 
femb&n.iSem 
Alesi’Btbe hotteeft Md 
tothelslock. 
did he ignore Ibvt 
Bhipidsuggeetiast, be 
llUQgbiB 

droop-wlhged lyrre^ 
orouiulwimsuoh 
farooitijr that even 
•fitait runners like 
iijrton Sezma and 
Alain :^ro8t sat up 
and took notice. By 
aU the oonventiona] 
rules, a rookie in 
Formula 

One-especially one 
with an andmit Ford 
Cosworth V8 engine 
behixul him—shouldn't be even 
remotely competitive with the 
v W teran B povrered by 
•tato-of*Qke«rt ViOe and Vies. 
Buteomebody finrgot to tell ^etai 
tbact 

Having spent 1869 getting the 
IbelafttworaftthetRirstiido IWO 
% taking tito lead at the vray first 
Qrand itsdtf . tiud; he was 

eventoaily daught end passed by 
Sesum was eapecfted, What wtm 
tepeetod wsslhe way Alesi. 
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‘ jtietakiiig the 
IbmI tarisQy after the 
iroridchanriiTtnn hart 
overtaken him. 

Yet another aeoond 
ptaoe at Mbmoo 
proved that wait a 
roan who could drive. 

Street droufte hke 
2*hoealx and Monaoo 
being the uttinaate ■ 
test of a drleer'sakiUs 
dlnoetlwreaimno 
long etraighta for the 
idgher*pQwered oaxe. 
toputtiteirfUU 
tarqueoQtotheroBd . 
aadjpullo!^. 

As the end of the 
ISSOeeeeon 
^pproeohed. ap did 
many of the top teams 
with tempting offers. 

Williams Renanlt • 
sent aoroee a cheque 
fi»^£i.8mi]liehto 
KntTjirrTeUofthe m 
'TyiieiU^teaniaflV'' 
prbviMoh for ^ 

Alesi imycmt. Y^rrazi 
tttuvriH far h^Oi^ 

Beidieing that 
ilansell was hes^ j. 
piit» th^ were on the ■ 

Jbokout foratalm^ed 
to pilot their 
. ^nid. Arid this 
JMx^yciaxig 
Freociiman had all 

makings of a Berrart. . 

. auperatar. And, of oourae, !I!Yn«U 
t he e na e lv a e suddenly realised the-. 
gcddmine th^ wareetttlngop. 

Much tags} wzengidng later, 
eiiaiiiii t .iTtlin Sqiidexia-:<es 
ITirtlwInaii hiifntirinirntl nre' 





iStfBtiii' liretiiq iBtil eriawTir TTii 
I cppctftiiiiaitletto^^ ■; 

I' e^fleof drlMbaf iSan^^ \.' 
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Alesi’s take-no-prlsoners style of 
driving hasn’t won him too many 
friends... but then, he isn’t in this 
business to further his social circle 









Airignoa. Flwaoe. Biiit Oifl 
voaQtfsnoB qfhlB boadiMB 
skaiMiger Atlto JtodAh 
laim to irtUjk It oiA. 

D8fS]ttoJb«l«n>liiii^^ 
■'potmUaiViftaA WifitMos, owaar 
xtfth0,WSlliMtMf!B)i9Bu]aQiw 
fMtavttoxto.totokeott Aletow 

t i toit eagri tot^ a a leapt fate Ibrt 
finidyitotliegMpedttLTM ,• 

] Im pT BM l vgFaooo wins later, the 
FlimmawMtaktagmlaB^,, 
nimw aariotts locik at Atete. And fay 
Jidy, whsn ICtabtfs Alborato teA 
out wito fate teamli boa* Eini * 
fyrv^ Ateal waa tea^jr to atep 
into the T>rrell-Fonl. . 

Much olaadeattoeteatiog and 
fitting^Fl oam tteva oocdqiits 
tbat am tailored fiXT tfae man who 
win be driylnir it—latdr, was a 
nawteoathatpowaredtoe * 
faihie-aod‘Wbttel^^ri«Uoutafthe ; 
|itt8id tbe Bail] Bloard oirDuit. 
Jean Ateal had arrived. 

The raoe. a olumse* 

atopa often deeite tto events 
]daolnea--aaw Aleei torow the oar 
(Bound with fate duatootery 
liltoteto Ibr dnear, avenoli^ 
ub toieoand piaee at onaetaga. 

tte nip into toa pita to 
lite fluiMidliy girrili jyieaaaw. 
faltfadrc^do^tolbiirifa. A- „ ■■ 



%adaltotBint'/ 

fiSnite^tofa, thsre’a 
jitethtodAdbieA^^ 
AwtMnto^^EuAfati . 
oamai to fpdl^tdth 
the tootteiNtoa poww, 
> toai fandthtiilfalli tite 
oanflDea of ^ Bcarlst 

Bnraxlfaete 
aUrBaatty drivings 
toaidlt jfotp? to be 
ooeafaeeidafa . 
ipoQaotafaip' 
eaeo^dim Iqoiilog tor 
fidtt 




















RANJI TROPHY FINAL: BOMBAY VS HARYANA 










A SURPRISE 


O VERWHELMED 
by emotion and 
remorse. Dilip 
Vengsarkar 
just slumped to 
the groimd and 
wept, when the 
square-leg umpire 
standing beside him 
raised a finger to declare 
Abey Kuruvilla run out. 
The greatest-ever Ranji 
Trophy final, tragically, 
held little joy for the 
man who had played one 
of the greatest innings 
in first-class cricket in 
India. Vengsarkar was a 
hero. But at the bottom 
line, as he well realised, 
he was also a loser. The 
tears were justified. 

Would the outcome of 
the match have been 
different had 
Vengsarkar not exposed 
the rookie batsman with 
a single off the first 
delivery of this, the 
penultimate over of the 
game and only three 
runs were needed for 
victory? Was he then 
responsible for shutting 
the door himself after 
bringing Bombay to the 
doorsteps of a 
spectacular victory? 

It is a question which 
still rankles the diehard 
Bombay supporter, 
inspires debate in 
cricketing circles and 
must be haunting 
Vengsarkar himself. It 
is. however, a question 
which can never be 
answered, for in a game 
of this kaleidoscopic 
nature, a Udjiistthis 

Kapil Dev kisses the 
trophy 


There wos, 
however, one 
minor obstocio 
thotgoesonby 
rile nome of Kopil 
Dev, which they 
hod trifl not 
contended with. 
On the fourth 
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one blunder, if it was 
that, have been the 
deciding factor? Just 
two runs separating the 
two teams. Two vital 
runs. But who is to 
judge when the balance 
was actually tilted from 
one side to the other. 

Bombay, for instance, 
would have won in a 
cinch had Rajesh Puri, 
fielding at fine leg not 
cut off a certain 
boundary from 
Kuruvilla off 
Kapil Dev with a 
de^rate diving stop. 
They would have won in 
a canter but for the 
consistently brilliant 
. fielding of Ajay Jadeja. 
Indeed, there would 
have been no great final 
had Ajay Bannerjee and 
Pradip Jain, ina 
stubborn ninth wicket 


this was the finest final 
ever. 

Ironically, this great 
match had a dull, even 
contrived beginning. 
When Haryana arrived 
in the metropolis, Kapil 
Dev promptly criticised 
the wicket and hence the 
Bombay Cricket 
Association. The 
Haryana team had 
condescended to honour 
BCA’s diamond jubliee 
year by agreeing to play 
here even though the 
match was scheduled for 
Faridabad. But Kapil 
was not gfoing to let 
sentiment influence his 
beliefs. 

As it happened, his 
beliefs were founded 
more on habit than on 
truth. The Wankhede 
wicket had bounce, 
enough life for the 


seamers was anything 
but the placid track 
Kapil Dev feared. 
Indeed, Kapil would 
have had to more than 
chew his words had 
Bombay’s fielding not 
dropped to truly 
abysmal standards. Six 
catches were put down 
in the slips cordon on 
the first day, with 
Deepak Sharma the 
major beneficiary. For 
some obscure reason, 
everything which went 
to h^d, didn't stick. No 
not even off a no-ball, 
when Vengsarkar. who 
had otherwise been 
saved the test floored an 
edge from Sharma. 

This amazingly poor 
fielding imdermined 
some very fine bowling 
by the Bombay medium 
pacers in which 


debutant Abey Kuruvilla 
really excelled. 
Catapulted into the 
team on the suggestion 
of Frank Tyson under 
whom he was a trainee 
in the Mafatlal-BCA 
camp, he made a 
favourable impact. With 
his height, he was able 
to extract ^sconcerting 
boxmce from this wicket. 
He used the width of the 
crease well to angle the 
delivery in to the 
bastmen, an adjunct to 
the natural inswinger 
over which he has 
splendid control, made 
the occasional delivery 
straighten after 
pitching and at all times 
strove for accuracy and 
sustained pace. It was as 
fine a debut as one cotild 
hope to see from a fast 
bowler in this 


partnership, not 
extended the Haryana 
second iimings by 90 
minutes more than 
anybody expected on the 
finkl morning. Also, 
Bombay could well curse 
their luck at the 
umpire’s decision to 
overrule Lalchand 
Rajput’s frantic signals 
from long on and assign 
a four to Yogendra 
Bhandari when the ball 
had clearly been stopped 
within the bovmdary. 

The batsmen had run 
only two, and the 
Bombay players 
protested mildly, but 
then reconciled 
themselves in getting 
the last Haryana wicket. 
Five hours later, 
Haryana’s winning 
margin, piq\iantly, was 
the two runs which 
should never have 
accrued to them. 

But these are all 
imponderables. What 
should matter to cricket 
afficionados is that 
irrespective of who won. 









impoverished country. 
In fact, suoh was his 
impact, that Kuruvilla 
in^ired both Raju 
Kulkami and SaJil 
Ankola to harder work 
and Bombay’s three 
pronged pace attack 
should have had 
Haryana on the mat, but 
for the sloppy fielding. 

Ergo, Haryana, batted 
twice as long as they 
should have and also 
scored twice as many 
runs as was likely on the 
fast, first day wicket. 
Deepak Sharma made 
199, which in most 
circumstances, woiild be 
a tour de force. In this 
case, it was an epic only 
in terms of time because 
the stocky opener 
literally waltzed with 
fortune all through his 
10 hours at the wicket. 




The more attractive 
batting came from the 
slender Ajay Jadeja 
whose sense of timing 
superceded his 
ocassional lapses in 
concentration, and 
Chetan Sharma whose 
pluck plunged Bombay 
into frustration. Both 
missed their individual 
hundreds, but with 
Haryana exceeding 500 
runs, they had ensured 


OvcrwhdnMdby 
tmotioii ond 
remorse, Dilip 
Vengsoibor 
slumpM to the 
ground ond wept, 
when the s^re 
leg umpire 
standing beside 
him roised o 
finger to deciore 
Abey Kuruvilla 
run out. Hie 
oreotestever 
Ronji Trophy 
finol,tragicoily, 
held little [oy for 
the men who hod 
ployed one of the 
greotest innings 
in first doss 
cricket in Indio 


that coming to Bombay 
was not a waste of time. 

There was no doubt 
yet for most critics and 
spectators that Bombay 
were the firm favourities 
to win, though by the 
end of the second day it 
was evident that the 
wicket now had both bite 
and turn for the 
spinners too. With a 

The Haryana boys 
celebraflng their win: 
epoch-making 
achievement 


matchless batting 
line-up. on their home 
ground, and with no 
great spin bowlers in the 
Haryana side, 

Manjrekar and Co, had 
no major worries. They 
were in for a mild shock 
when Vogendra 
Bhandari.an 
off-spinner who has a 
classical loop and 
immense promise, 
bowled a magnificant 26 
over spell in which 
nightwatchman Sanjay 
Patil was the most 
impressive batsman. 
But, by the end of the 
third day, with 
Vengsarkarand 
Tendulkar in command, 
a capable tail and only 
200 runs to acquire the 
first innings lead. 
Bombay had not merely 
recovered from 


Dilip Vengsarkar: 
heartbroken 

Bhandari’sspin 
pressure, but looked 
comfortably on course. 

There was, however, 
one minor otatacle 
which goes by the name 
of KapU Dev which they 
had stUl not contended 
with. On the fourth 
morning, with the 
second new ball, the 
great all-ro\mder 
wrecked Bombay’s 
innings and aspirations. 
An unusual cloud cover 
provided just the 
extraneous assistance 
Kapil needed to get the 
marginally greater 
movement which has 
devastated so many 
sides in the past. 

Bombay suffered a 
major blow when 
Tendulkar fell in the 
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first over of the day. 
beaten by Chetan 
Sharma’s breakback. In 
his next four overs Kapil 
Dev had three wickets, 
and despite a brave 
partnership between 
Pandit and Ankola. 
Bombay were 
stunning’ly bowled out 
112 runs behind 
Haryana. 

The match, 
highlighted by 
predominantly poor 
cricket as yet, suddenly 
changed character from 
this point on. Haryana 
were rightly intent on 
sitting tight on the first 
innings lead but by now 
there was enough in this 
wicket for the both the 
seamers and spinners to 
make batting 
hazardous. Given the 
inexperience of the 
Haryana batsmen, they 
were soon in all kinds of 
problems, and but for a 
hard hit 41 from Kapil 
Dev (who else?) they 
would have been bowled 
oufcby close. 

Bombay had come 
back strongly. 

Typically, this was 
through some excellent, 
spirit^ cricket and not 
a little pressurising. 

Now with only two 
wickets to get and 
Haryana less than 300 
runs ahead, the final 
day pronused an 
exdting finale. 

It turned out to be a 
humdinger. But nobody 
would have believed this 
in the lunch interval. 
Hi^ana’s ninth wicket 
pair had virtxially 
ensured against a defeat 
by batting for an hour 
and a half and in the 30 
minutes before the break 
Bombay’s top half had 
been destroyed by 
Chetan Shaima and 
Kapil Dev. With three 
wi^ets down for a mere 


34 ruits, chasing 355 in 
a minimum of 68 overs, 
the question now was 
whether Bombay would 
avoid an outright defeat. 

Tendulkar’s blitz had 
put Bombay on the path 
to an astonishing 
victory and Vengsarkar, 
an admiring senior thus 
far, now took charge. 

His method was not 
nakedly aggressive Uke 
Tendulkar’s but more 
seasoned and planned. 

With Bombay within 
striking distance of 
victory, there were 
multiple blows which 
shift^ the balance 
again in Haryana’s 
favour. Young Kambli, 
having partnered 
Vengsarkar so 
admirably drove early at 
Jadeja and gave a return 
catch; Pandit mistimed 
an ondrive and KuUcarni 
and Sanjay Patil were 
run out, unable to strike 
any rapport with 
Rajput, Vengsarkar’s 
ruimer. 

When Kuru villa 
walked out to join 
Vengsarkar, Bombay 
still needed 50 runs for a 
win and a few spectators 
woimd their way 
towards the exit, 
convinced that this was 
not possible, but they 
were stopped in their 
tracks by a brutal 
assault by the former 
India captain on 
Bhandari which srielded 
26 runs, took him past 
his hundred and quite 
sensationally brought 
Bombay back into the 
game. In the next over, 
from Kapil, 

Vengsarkar, worsted by 
the Haryana captain in 
their duel in the first 
inningfs, smote a six and 
a four to whittle the 
target down to 14 runs 
from six overs. 

If there was any panic 





in Kapil Dev, his cool 
exterior did not betray 
this. If Vengsarkar had 
any doubts about 
Kuruvilla’s batting 
abilities, this 
disappeared from the 
manner in which the 
youngster played 
Kapil’s swinging 
deliveries (he was lucky 
to get the benefit of the 
doubt cff the first 
delivery he received 
from Kapil) and Chetan 
Sharma’s snorters. 

For three successive 
overs, Vengsarkar lost 
the strike off the first 
delivery, but without 
damage. Emboldened, 
he did this again off the 
fourth as Bombay’s 
score inched closer to 
home with the addition 
ofone more run. 


congratulated by fans 
after the match 

It was a single that 
Vengsarkar was to rue 
with tears shed 
unashamedly and 
publicly. It was a single 
that, in a convoluted 
way, was to provide 
Haryana their maiden 
Ranji Trophy. It was a 
single which was to 
vindicate yet again the 
cricketing truism that 
the better team always 
wins. For, despite the 
lesser reputation, the 
meagre experience, 
Haryana had held their 
nerve and never let their 
spirit crack. 


A Corraapondanl, Bombay 







In spite of the sponsors generously putting in money for a 
good cause, the first Federation Cup tournament was a big 

bore 


T he Indian Hcxjkey Federation had 
gone to town over the launch of 
their ‘new brain wave’, the 
Federation Cup. The Federation 
president, Mr R. Prasad proudly declared 
it to be the “s\iper national 
cliampionships. ” 

Theoretically, it was. With the 
country’s top eight teams participating, 
one expected “super competition. ’’ It 
remained a dream that turned into a 
nightmare in the 42 degree heat that 
scorched Lucknow in all its intensity. 

Right from the first day, all the eight 
teams were up in arms over the timing of 
the matches. As per schedule, two 
matches were to be played in the 
morning, 7 a.m. and 8.30 a.m. and then 
at 3 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. in the afternoon. 
The players refused and the organisers 
were forced to have two matches a day. 

The international umpire, who had 
officiated the Railways match against 
U.P. said, “They (Railways) have the best 
defence in the country and the way they 
have been playing is not a good sign for 
the Olympic qualifying matches. Nasir 
Mohammed, the brilliant left - out for 
U.P had Pargat Singh dancing to his 
dazzling stick work.” 

Uttar Pradesh, playing on home turf 
did an excellent job of reaching the 
semifinals, the credit for which goes to 
their forwards, Nasir Mohammed, a 
nephew of artist Mohammed Shahid, and 
right - in Zillur Rehman, both of whom 
had a brilliant tournament till they ran 
into eventual champions, Bombay. 

From pool A, it was Puiyab and U.P. 
who qualified for the semis. 

Pool B had national runners- up 
Indian Airlines, Bombay, Services and 
Patiala. Indian Airlines with a generous 
mix of past and present internationals 
looked as if they might go the way of 
Railways but they hung on especially 
against Services, who came from behind 



Zafar Iqbal was the 
chief guest and 
inaugurated the 
tournament. He 
made history of 
sorts by becoming 
the first chief guest 
to play in the 
tournament he 
inaugurated 


to equalise and threatened in the dying 
minutes to take the lead. Airlines 
managed to survive against Patiala, 
whom they beat 2—1. 

Indian Airlines who had moved into 
the semis more on luck than ability, lost to 
Punjab by a solitary goal. It is high time, 
Indian Airlines inducts more youngsters 
into the forward line and the defence. 

Zafar Iqbal was a virtual passenger 
throughout the tournament. For 
Airlines, the left- out position, which 
Ziafar once distinguished himself in, was 
nonexistent. He never made a single 
constructive move. Zafar Iqbal who was 
the chief guest on the first day and 
inaugurated the tournament made 
history of sorts by becoming, perhaps, 
the first chief guest to play in the same 
tournament. The Airlines defence under 
veterans M.P. Singh and Vineet Kumar 
was among the weakest in the 
tournament and the management would 











do some good by blooding in youngsters 
for the job. 

An ultra—defensive approach in the 
final by both Bombay and Punjab 
rendered it a drab affair. Ihinjab were 
handicapped by the absence of Sanjeev 
who was on the bench with two yellow 
cards To Punjab’s credit, they attacked 
from the word go. Bombay's defence held 
on, with Patterson doing a great job 
under the bar Bombay took the lead 
when Gomes scooped with Pillai banging 


the ball in. With a minute to go for the 
whistle. Punjab shot in the equaliser 
when Murmur blasted in a perfect 
jienalty comer. 

Both the teams were locked goalless at 
the end of extra - time and in the 
tie- breaker, Puiyab’s, Gundeep Kumar 
and Ranjit Singh missed their strokes to 
give Bombay the first Pepsi Federation 
Cup 5-4. 

Sandy Mitra, Lucknow 


AM WE WANT TO BE THE BEST IN THE WORLD! 


I T was on the semifinal day that former 
India coach, M.P. Qanesh made an 
appearance at the Dhyan Chand 
Stadium. M.P. Qanesh is the SAI 
nominee on the selection committee 
Rather evasive when asked about the 
furore the selections have created, he 
smiled and replied, “Well, the media 
always raises a hue and cry over the 
Indian hockey team selection. It's 
nothing new ’’ 

The Federation Cup was the perfect 
place to try out the first 21 players who 
had been selected to attend the camp 
Unfortunately, only two selectors. Raj 
Kumar and Balbir Singh were present. 
Even they were occupied with their 
respective teams Punjab and Services,and 
were hardly seen for other matches. 

Three players were earmarked for 
further scrutiny or ‘trial’ as the Indian 
Hockey Federation called it. Punjab's 
Oundeep Kumar, Airlines goalkeeper 
Ashish Ballal and Bombay's Darryl 
D’Souza. D’Souza never turned up for the 
tournament. Gundeep Kumar played the 
role of the lone ranger in the Punjab 
team, being the lone forwardupfront. 
Ballal played just one match. 

," WlUtltel.H.F explain how managed to 
; tjheytat Ballal in one match, when they 
oovddn't in the camps following the 
Indira Gandhi tatemational? 

If the players were on trial in 
Lubknow, where was the national coach. 
Ba l k i aban Singh? Shouldn’t he have been 
there to aae his wards in action? As 
Gaateehaaid. “BaUdshao ia my Guru. 
Whatever he does. IwUl always support, 
him> We should all support the coach.” ' 
AoDording to a top iwer. who 
re^piasted axumymlty. Balkishan said 
that he WIU not atUmd the Federation 
, 'Gups* h tea wofihletet^^ 
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camp say that ail this camp exercise is a 
farce Balkishan Singh has already 
selected his team R. P. Singh, who 
axTcording to many present players 
should not have been dropped, said," If 
we were not good enough for toe Indian 
team, then toe coach should have seen 
the stars he has chose in this 
competition. Almost all failed. Take 
Railwaya and Indian Airlines for 
instance. All the established playesrs in 
the Indian team played like 
veterans. What I can’t understand is why 
the Indian Hockey Federation is 
adopting one set of guidelines for certain 
players and a different set for others?” 

Many former playms are agitated toe 
way Balkishan Singh has selected the 
team. Charaiijit even claimed that the 
role of the selectors is finished. It’s 
Balkishan Singh who decides. 
Everything. 

What is surprising is that two pliers 
Baljit Singh and Hazpreet Singh never 
gave trials for toe Indian team, yet they 
were taken into toe camp. From where 
they arrived and which team they 
play Ibr is still a mystery? 

With toe top eight teams partieipaiing. 
the IHF could have done toe game a 
aervioe by aeaLng<toa;t the players stayed 
oomfortehly. With Pepsi poukog in 
money for the tovurnament, it was 
possible,but in Lucknow, one aaw the 
teaina staying flour players to a room and 
gating Bs 7#a Qa^. Now with Rs 75, 
what diet will the playera,get? 

An ofOcdal «d<ftoat Iwfbre toe 
I tournamentatarted.Pcpeihadaaidtbat 
they will pay fte 50CX1 to each player. 
They expressed surpztead when they 
found out toat Rs 75 was the daite 
aUowanoe and oouldnt oompreh^ how 
teternattonete agreed to . 

day, 


it is Baikisiien 
Singh who decidesj 
everything. What h 
surprising is that 
two piayers never I 
gave triais for the I 
Indian team, and 
yet they were taker 
into the camp. 
From where they 
arrived and 
which team they 
piay for is stiii 
mystery 








WORLD OF FOOTBALL 







Master Stroke 

ASTER Card is the new official sponsor of 
the World Cup. FIFA general secretary 
Joseph S. Blatter and Master Card 
President and Chief Executive Alex Pete Hart 
recently signed an agreement at Los Angeles. S<5 
Master Card has joined Canon, Coca - Cola, Fuji 
Film, JVC, Mars and Philips as the official 
sponsors of the 1994 World Cup. Becoming a 
World Cup sponsor is as arduous and difficult a 
task as qualifying for the championship finals 
itself. Hence, Master Card started their public 
relations campaign with the distribution of 
Tee—Shirts and other publicity material in Italia 
’90 itself. 


World Cup Logo 


T he United States of America (USA) is working 
overtime to make the 1994 World Cup a 
roaring success. With even three more years 
to go, the 1994 World Cup has already acquired a 
symbol. On April 17, the official emblem for the 
1094 competition was unveiled in Los Angeles. It 
incorporates the colours of the USA flag (red and 
blue) with “World Cup ’94” in black lettering 
circumscribing a football. Quite an artistic logo. 



In a Soup 



F IFA President, Joao Havelange’s brainchild, 
the inaugural World Under -17 
championship, is jinxed. The championship 
was slated from Aug. 16 to Sept. 1, this year at 
Ecuador. But an outbreak of cholera in nearby 
Peru, has spread to Ecuador. So FIFA is now 
compelled to transfer the competition of the 
Under- 17 World Championship to another 
country. 

But the problem is there are no takers so far. 
Considering India's penchant for staging 
international events, it is surprising the AIFF 
has not applied to stage the championships. As a 
compensation, Ecuador has been offered the 
opportunity to stage the 1995 Under -17 World 
Championships. It is a biennial event. Japan are 
the hosts in 1993. 


Oldest Referee Dead 

T he oldest FIFA referee in the world has just 
expired. The former French and FIFA referee. 
Gorges Capdeville, died recently at the age of 
01 . The climax of his career was when he 
supervised the World Cup final at Paris in 1938. 
Italy beat Hxmgary in that memorable final. A 
bookkeeper by profession. Capdeville officiated at 
three French Cup finals. After his retirement 
from football he founded the first football school 
in France at Soulac in 1975. 
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Red Star Over-Europe 

P AUL GASCXDIGNE’s days—at the top—^are 
numbered. For, a young Yugoslav maestro is 
nowr about to stage a coup and dislodge him from 
his pedestal of quicksilver glory. 

Robert Prosinecki is a 22 - year - old, 
ginger - haired midfielder who plays for Red Star 
Belgrade and his national side. At the moment, 
his performances are often scaling such lofty 
heights of excellence that critics believe he will 
soon upstage England's Paul Gascoigne as 
Europe’s hottest property. According to some 
sources, Prosinecki has already signed a 
provisional 5 - year - contract with Real Madrid. 
The agreement will guarantee him $15 milhon 
over the five years when his salary, bonuses, 
house and car are included making him the 
highest paid footballer in the world. And the 
funny part is that even though officials at the 
club and the Yugoslav Football Association have 
not acknowledged the record deal, Prosinecki is 
already driving around in a Mercedes declining 
to say where it came from. 

In fact, Prosinecki’s failure to disclose the 
source of his new found cash has fanned 
widespread speculation about his secret liaison 
with other clubs in ExuDpe, who could have 
provided the Mercedes. 

Could it be Real Madrid, or AC Milan, or even 
Olympique Marseille? The guessing game is 
titillating the Belgrade fans, though a confident 
Prosinecki, whose main assets are his technique, 
dribbling skill, resilience, precise passing over 
any distance and a devastating shot, especially 
from dead ball situations, is stasring cool, 
however. 

, “Money is not everything. Of course, I’m 
ambitious and want to play for big clubs abroad. 
But it would have to be somewhere I’ll be happy.” 

Well, as far as his football is concerned and his 
enormous promise Prosinecki seems destined to 
happiness. For. he is already on the road to 
transition flx>m his relatively hiunble origins to 
the lifestyle of a millionaire. 







I s THERE no end to 
the number of 
ex-heavyweights 
planning to return 
to the ring? After 
George Foreman, 42, 
and I^ry Holmes, 

41, comes Leon 
Spinks, 37, who is 
thinking about a bout 
next month. 

After meeting with 
Spinks and his 
manager, Dan Daly in 
Chicago, promoter 
Tommy Torino said 
all parties agreed that 
it was too soon for 
Spinks to have a 
sanctioned 
professional fight. 

So as a warm up 
fight he was to take 
on an orthopedic 
surgeon. Harold 
‘Hackie’ Reitman of 
Florida on May 23. 
But before Spinks 
steps into the ring he 
was to have 
undergone a medical 
checkup to show that 
he is free from drugs. 
Spinks suddenly got 
cold feet and 
withdrew from the 
scheduled fight. 

BACK AT THE TOP 


7 'EN times winner of 
theBritish Open, 
Jahangir Khan who was 
demoted from the top 
two in the world exjuash 
ranking in March for 
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the first time in 10 
years, has regained his 
second spot. 

Jahangir’s victories in 
the German, Spanish, 
French and British Open 
have lifted the 
27-year-old Pakistani 
squash legend over 
Australians, Chris 
Robertson and Chris 
Dittmar. The saddest 
part of the whole deal 



was that Chris 
Robertson, who was out 
oelebiating his 
promotion to the 
number two spot, had to 
cut his celebrations 
short. 

One thing is for 
certain, with his wife 
sitting in his comer 
Jahangir Khan has 
found new motivation 
for his game. 

The world ranking 
released by the 
International Squash 
Players’Association is 
as follows: 

1. JansherKhan 
(PAK); 2. Jahangir 
Khan (PAK); 3. Chris 
Robertson (A LIST); 4. 
Chris Dittmar (A UST); 5. 
Rodney Martin (A UST). 




Tj|70RLD chess 
VY champion, Oary 
Kaspsfxiv resigned from 
the Russian Democratic 
Party (RDP) of which he 
was a founding member. 
His resignation has split 
the party. 

Kasparov’s decision 
was supported by 100 of 
the party’s 400 deputies 
after the chess 
Grandmaster argued 
with the organisation’s 
leadership over party 
politics at a meeting in 
Moscow. 

Kasparov’s decision 
also provoked the 
resignation of the RDF 
member Arkay 
Murashov, a leading 
deputy of the Supreme 
Soviet. 

But this time it seems 

Jahangir Khan back It 
No,2 In the aquaah world 
rankings 
































■^?•’ 4 .■‘ ■*: 






,1*. Ch«n'P*°^^ 




institution, shut its 
hallowed doors on two 
proposals to allow 
women into the all-male 
club for the first time. 

Rachel Heyhoe-Flint, 
a former Eng^land 
womens’ Test captain, 
was put forward by a 
group of members who 
want to sweep away the 
tradition that only the 
Queen is allowed into 
the Lord’s pavilion. They 

Grandmaster Kasparov 
(right) plays chess better 
than he plays politics 


failed in their attempt. 

The women have come 
up with a better 
suggestion. The MCC 
should change their 
name to MCP (Male 
Chauvinistic Pigs)! 

FAfllEII'S FAULT 


Vbm ROYAL family is 
JL always in the news 
and sometimes 
overpublicised scandals 
take their toll as in the 
case of Princess Anne's 
son, Peter Phillips. The 



(Left to right) Foreman 
and Holyfield mixing with 
the wrong crowd? 


13-year-old withdrew 
from a school cricket 
tour of New Zesdand 
following news that an 
Auckland woman. 
Heather Tonkin, had 
filed a paternity suit 
against Capt. Mark 
Phillips. 

Capt. Phillips is the 
estranged husband of 
the Princess Royal and 
the father of Peter. 

A case of the son 
having to pay for his 
father's escapades! 
That's not cricket! 


N OW that Ian 

Botham’s popularity 
chart has dipped even 
further, his mother 
Marie has decided to get 
into the nevro. The 
64-year-old is standing 
as a Conservative 
candidate in this 
month’s ooTxncil 
elections at Teovil in 
Somerset. • 





























THE HEALTH COLUMN 


I 


UMP it up—surely 
the motto of all 
fitness enthusiasts 
of this decade. We 
all put on weight some 
time or the other and 
then, we try to shed it 
by indulging in various 
activities like jogging, 
pumping iron, aerobics 
or outdoor sports. What 
we often fail to realise 
however is the amount 
of stress we place on our 
1 nees. Ever since man 
started using only two 
of his limbs, the trouble 
started. Once in a while, 
when the knees send 
warning signals, we do 
not pay enough heed to 
it. We consider it to be 
just a little case of being 
‘out of shape’. 

A little pain is 
shrugged off, or worse 
still we try to work 
through the discomfort. 
One of the most often 
heard hnes in the field 
is, ‘You are 
letting that 


little pain get the better 
of you. C’mon man you 
can’t be serious. Get up 
and get moving. ’ 'The 
next time you hear this 
line repeated to you, and 
you are actually 
suffering from pain, 
tell the other person that 
you much prefer to take 
some time off. 

The kneecap (patella) 
is the focus of the most 
common kind of knee 
pain, the runner’s knee. 
Call^ the runner's knee 
it does strike 
non-runners too. 
Runner’s knee could feel 
like a dull ache in the 
front of the knee, or a 
sharp pain in the inner 
surface of the kneecap. 
This pain is caused by 
damage to the cartilage 
behind the kneecap. In 
the first stage the 
cartilage gets soft and 
then eventually it gets 
chewed up by the 
friction. 

Actually runner’s 


regimen for some time 
and you will feel the 
pain ease, after a 
couple of days. That’s 
half the battle won. The 
other half is to consult 
the doc and make sure 
that there is nothing 
seriously wrong with 
those joints. 

Essentially the knee is 
a ball sitting on a flat 
surface, held in place by 
four rubber bands, the 
cartilages. The problem 
occurs when these 
rubber bands are 
stretched too far. or 
when the ball is knocked 
about too much. 

The most common 
reasons for people 
getting the runner’s 
knee are 

1. OVERTRAINING, 
or starting a new 
workout and trying to 
do too much too soon If 
you’re embarking on a 
new fitness trip then 
take it easy for a while. 
Let the body, specially 







couple of days Once the 
body gets used to the 
pressure go for gold 

2 HIDDEN 
WEAKNESSES 
Sometimes one of the 
four muse les that make 
up the quadriceps is not 
pulling its own weight 
Often this muscle 
happens to be the one 
that keeps the knee cap 
on the right track as it 
moves up and down In 
some cases the 
hamstrings ai e too tight 
in relation to the 
quadriceps and this 
again c reates havoc on 
the knees 

3 STRUCTURAL 
FLAWS Baiely 
noticeable 

imsahgnments of the leg 
and the foot cause the 
kneecap not to move 
properly in its groove 
These can be problems 
you 1 e born with hke 
being knockkne(»d or 
pigeon toed oi they can 
be brought on by 



two movable cartilage 
shock absoi bers called 
menisci Caused by a 
specific accident 
symptoms of a muscle 
teal are sharp pain at 
the joint when you move 
and slipping or locking 
ol the joint Tears don t 
usually heal on their 
own specially the tear 
in the middle of the 


HAT 

PAIN 


external factors like too 
much of running on 
uneven surfaces 
The next most 
common knee injury is a 
cartilage tear, though 
actually it is not the 
cartilage that tears but 


menisci, because the 
flow of blood to that 
region is very little 
Tom hgaments are 
another cause of knee 
pain It happens this 
way there are four 
ligaments that stabilise 


the knee and these 
ligaments can stretch to 
about 6% of their length 
After this anypressuie 
on the hgaments just 
makes them snap 
Now that we have 
underlined some of the 
most common causes of 
knee trouble the next 
question that you are 
going to ask us is how 
do I keep out of trouble 
Well, the best way to 
prevent an injured knee 
IS to keep the muscles 
that operate the knee in 
top form Here are some 
exercises to keep those 
knees m peak condition 
But just a word of 
caution before we 
proceed, if at any time 
you feel uncomfortable 
or the knees start 
paining, STOP 
immediately 

1 )Stra«ht Leg Raise Lie 

on your back on a hard 
surface Bend one leg up 
at the knee keeping the 
foot down flat Lock the 
knee of the other leg in 
an extended position 
and lift from the hip 
Raise your foot no more 
than 6 or 8 mches and 
hold for about 6 seconds 


Then drop the leg and 
rest for about 6 seconds 
Do about 10 reps with 
each leg 

2) Seated Quadneep 
Extensions Sitmachair 
with your legs bent at 
the knee and hanging 
down With ankle 
weights (up to 10 
pounds) raise your legs 
two thirds of the way 
and hold for 6 seconds, 
then rest Do about 10 
repetitions 

3 WamstnngStrengtiiener 
Stand facing a wall with 
your hands braced 
agamst it for stability 
With your ankle weight 
secured lift your foot 
and slowly bring your 
shin to a 90* angle with 
the floor Hold for 6 
seconds then slowly 
lowei your foot Repeat 
10 times 
Remember, once 
you ve injured that 
troublesome jomt of 
yours the chances of 
ipjunng it again are 
astronomical A little 
prevention can help you 
beat the odds A lot 
hinges on this jomt, so 
don’t let it let you down 













MADRAS 


MenAantsliegRtta 


inHE MERCHANTS AND 
I BANKERS REGATTA is one of 
the most popular events in the 
city’s sporting calendar. One of 
the oldest regattas in the country 
(the Brst was held in 1900), the 
annual meet conducted on the 
serene waters of the Madras Boat 
Club in Adyar, south Madras, 
attracts some of the top teams. 
And competition is always 
intense, given the prestigious 
nature of the meet. 

This year, 74 rowers from 
twelve firms and banks took part 
in the six—day regatta. Eight of 
them were women, representing 
the Welcomgroup and the ApoUo 
Hospital. There were nine entries 
for the challenger fours, five for 
the pairs and nine for the sculls. 

For the first time since its 
inception, the meet came xinder 

The Welcomgroup duo of 
Fowzia (extreme left) and 
Hemalatha won the Ladies Pairs 
championships in the 
Merchants Regatta 


the purview of spoimorship. With 
the Standard Chartered Bank as 
sponsors, the event was 
christened “Standard Merchants 
and Bankers Regatta Classic 
1991." 

The Standard Machine Tools 
(SMT) had been dominating one 
event or the other over the last six 
years and had the unique 
distinction of making a sweep of 
all three events last year. Starting 
as overwhelming favourites SMT 
kQpt its reputation intact by 
winning the main event, ‘the 
challenge fours’. 

In the Hnal, they got the better 
of Best ‘A’ comfortably. SMT also 
predictably won the overall 
championship for it had earlier 
won the challenge sculls for the 
seventh time in succession and the 
challenge pairs for the fourth time 
in a row. 

While SMT’s marked supermacy 
was along expected Unes, the 
talking point of the meet this year 
was the fine showing of some 
debutant sides. Among them were 
Citibank and Apollo Hospital who 
finished runners—up in three 
events while Citibank won the 
clinkers pairs quite comfortably 
beating Apollo by over two 
lengths. 


But the duo who attracted the 
most attention was the Welcom¬ 
group pair of Fowzia and 
Hemalatha. Without much 
practice, the two girls who are 
both employees of the Park 
Sheraton Hotel bagged the ladies 
pairs easily. With Gunesekaran as 
the cox the Welcomgroup pair 
scored a comfortable victory over 
the Apollo girls in the final. 

Partab Ramchand 



M anojkothari 

may be a professionel 
billiards player, but he showed 
that he was still a force to reckon 
with in snooker as he won the 
Hindusthan Open All-Bengal 
championship with elan. 

Kothari’s brilliance with the 
coloured balls was too good for 
Sonam Bhutia in the title round of 
the State’s first prize money 
tournament. 

The Hindusthan Open is one of 
the three prize money meets in the 











state. It la a ranking tournament 
and therefore assumes 
significance because the top six 
finishers log points, the 
cumulative of which finally 
determines who gets to represent 
the State in the senior national 
tOTimaments. 

As usual, this year’s 
tovimament. which generally 
marks the beginning of the 
snooker and billiards season, 
drew the top players in the city. 

But Shyam Jagtiani, a former 
champion, had to miss this year’s 
tournament because he has 
switched to the Railways and thus 
was ineligible for ranking meets 
in the State. 

The biggest surprise of sorts 
came from finalist Bhutia who 
created an upset by outplaying 
Shakeel Ahmed in the semi-fmal 
round. Bhutia was in stunning 
form as Shakeel went down 4-1. 

Kothari, on the other hand had 
a rather tough draw. He was 
pitted against Rohit Rajgharia in 
the quarter finals. Rajgharia, an 
upcoming yo\mg8ter in the State, 
however, could not get Kothari 
out of his way. The senior player 
triumphed 4-8. Kothari’s next 
opponent was Yusuf Mirza, 
another fancied name in the local 
circxiit. Mirza had breezed past 
Sushil Sarda 4-1 in the quarter 
finals, but he met his nemesis in 
the bespectacled Kothari. 

Mirza started well in the 
semi-final against Kothari. He 
pulled off the first frame 70-85. 
But Kothari bounced back in the 
second winning 60-38. Mirza was 
almost unstoppable in the third. 
Kothari lost 81-95. But then 
Kothari dug into his reserves of 
experience and cut short Mirza’s 
hurrah. He reeled off the next 
three, 68-50,65-38 and 66-40 to 
gain the title round. 

The final match was too 
one-sided as Kothari drubbed 
Bhutia five frames to nothing. 
Bhutia seemed overawed by the 
occasion and made numerous 
errors to make things easier for 
Kothari. 

By the end of the first session, 
Kothari already had a 4-0 
cushion. It was merely completing 
the formalities after resumption. 
Kothari triumphed 58-38, 87-19, 


Manoi Kothari was the winner of 
the HIndusthan Open snooker 
championships 

68-30, 67-86 and 55-41. Kothari 
also had the day’s best break of 88. 

SoumltraBoM 


THANE 


EdiibttiOD Hatch 




exhibition match was held 


between the India Veterans and 


Bombay Veterans. And for the 


seven thousand people who were 


present at the stadium, it was a 


treat to watch the masters of 


yesteryears wielding the willow. 


For the India side, there were 


stalwarts like Abbas Ali Baig, S. 


Venkatraghavan, Roger Binny 


and Bishen Bedi. As for Bombay, 


they had greats like Suml 
Gavaskar, Dilip Sardesai, Brijesh 
Patel and the ageless warhorse 
Padmakar Shivalkar. 

It was a fun game. You could see 
Abbas Ah Baig flashing a lazy 
cover drive. The elegance was still 


there, the stance was still upright, 
and the confidence supreme. 

There was the sight of Eknath 
Solkar, still fit, running all the 
way to the boundary, collecting 
the ball and then throwing it 
parallel to the wicket. Vishwanath 
and Brijesh Patel sparkled with 
their lofted shots which no fielder 
chased once it went over their 
heads. 

However, Sunil Gavaskar, was a 
little under the weather. The 
strokes were just not there and 
the likely reason being that the 
bowling took a lot out of him. So 
when he took a lofted shot, there 
was Ambar Roy at the fence who 
made no mistake. 

Sardesai, on the other hand, 
was in fine nick, thrashing Bedi to 
all comers of the field, scoidng a 


fluent 60. 


The India Veterans scored 870 
for 6 but Bombay in chasing the 
score, failed to overhaul it despite 
some desperate batting by Ghavri 
and Solkar. 

The match was held to celebrate 
the Diamond Jubilee of the 
Bombay Cricket Association. 

P.VJ.Itar 
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BeSfpffltiiig 


Dean Jones dismissal 
bontroversy which 
supposedly cost Australia 
the Georgetown Test could 
have been resolved in an amicable 
manner, had Richards recalled 
Dean Jones. It was surprising, 
since one expects players like 
Richards to be much more 
sporting. 

Richards might have lost the 
match but then he would have 
earned the respect of people all 
over the world. This also reminds 
one of the time when Vishwanath 
recalled Bob Taylor, in the Golden 
Jubilee Test. India lost the match 
but that gesture of Vishwanath 
stUl figures as one of the best 
sporting gestures in the history of 
the game. Viv Richards should 
have taken a lesson too from 
players such as Sir Frank Worrell, 
Clive Lloyd or Courtney Walsh. 

Winning the game sure is 
important, but winning the game 
in a righteous way is much more 
important. Is Viv Richards 
listening? 

S. SURESH, 

Madurai. 



Exodlent 


IIIBl^lNIS talk in the issue dated 
JL (10—16 April) was excellent. It 
is indeed time to welcome the new 
queen of tennis, Monica Seles. 
Although it is a bit early and a bit 
disappointing to say goodbye to 
Graf, a change is always welcome. 

It seems that the monopoly that 
Navratilova had when she was the 
queen will never be equalled. The 
pace of today’s tennis is so fast 
that the players on top burn out at 
an alarmingly fast rate. 

What caught my eye however 
was the parting shot of the article 
that said, ‘Seles’ dynamic progress 
should not be halted until the 
moment when fame becomes a 
nuisance rather than a novelty.’ 
Wonder how many players of 
today would endorse that 
statement, though. 
AMJTLOIWAL. 

Baroda. 


niHE cover picture of Leander 
A Pass by Vivek Das (17—23 
April) was indeed superb. It came 
as a surprise to us sports lovers. 
Indeed it is only SportaworJd that 
is coming up with one surprise 
after the other. Remember Steffi 
Graf, Pooja Bedi, Kapil and now 
Leander Pass. 

There is no doubt that 
SportBworld is the best sports 
magazine in the country. Do keep 
up the good work, and keep 
giving us more surprises. 
MERWYN. L. PINTO. 

Hyderabad. 




rilHE article on Kapil Dev in the 
A issue dated 27 Mar —2 April 
was really superb and 
enthralling. Kapil has always 
been my favourite cricketer and I 
weus thrilled to read so many new 
things about him and his lifestyle. 

But at the same time it is uiijust 
that people are talking about his 


retirement, when he is still at the 
top. He certainly has a good many 
years left to serve the country 
before he retires. The way he led 
Haryana to win the Ranji Trophy 
just g^oes on to prove that he has 
still not passed his prime. Here’s 
wrishing him all the best for the 
oncoming series. 
NAVEENOOYAL. 

Jodhpur. 


flIHE article on Leander Paes 
Jl (17—23 April) was indeed 
reveatling. Now we know for sure 
that Leander has the potential to 
make it to the top. It is now up to 
us, specially the government, to 
see to it that Leander gets a 
chance to participate in the top 
tournaments of the world. In the 
past we have seen players with 
potential just fade away because 
they were not assisted by the 
government. Let’s hope that the 
same does not happen in the case 
of Leander. 

Here's wishing him all the best, 
and a million thanks to 
Sportaworld for their wonderful 
coverage. Keep up the good work. 

RAVI PRASAD. 

Mangalore. 


No Mora, Please 


G eorge foreman’s loss to 

Evander Holyfield has proved 
beyond doubt that comebacks are 
passe. Foreman was a fighter of a 
different era and of a different 
school of boxing. The Foreman 
who at one time gave Ali a run for 
his money was nowhere near «-.hn t. 
form when he took on Holyfield. 
Guys like Larry Hohnes. who is 
p la nnin g a comeback, should 
learn a lesson or two from 
Foreman. These fighters shoudd 
realise that boxing now is a much 
more faster, competitive and more 
brutal sport. Fighters like Holmes 
and Foreman should just rest on 
their laurels instead of trying to 
rake in more money. Let's hope 
that Frazier does not surprise us 
by announcing a comeback. We’ve 
had enough. 

FABHATKHAN. 

Calcutta 
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Elegant as ever, Jaisimha could still grace a cricket 
field if he chose to 


The hair might be graying, but the mind is still as 
nimble as ever. The day spent lazing at the 
picturesque Secunderabad Club proving that this 
was one former cricketer who still emotes with the 
game. Between sips of chilled beer, Jai (as he is 
affectionately tagged) even took time off from his 
reminisces to demonstrate the finer aspects of 
batting to this very-average club cricketer. So what 
if the bat was an imaginary one, and the pitch a 
dining table? But that's Jai for you... 

Let’s start from the very beginning. How did you get into 
cricket? 

Basically my parents were very keen on sport right 
from the word go. They always believed that I 
should be involved with sport.. .in fact, any kind of 
outdoor pursuit. When they built their house, they 
also initiated a club where a lot of sport was played. 
But it was much later that I got into cricket in a big 
way. Otherwise it was a lot of badminton, tennis, 
swimming, athletics. So, since one was exposed to 
organised sport right from a very young age, the 
interest in all things sporting was generated. 

Then there was a cricket team, so one went and 
played. From there into the Hyderabad schools 
team, the University team and then into the Ranji 
side. In fact, before the Ranji, what used to be called 
the Juniors—today it’s called the Under-25—and 
was considered the stepping stone to Ranji Trophy. 
If one did well in the Juhiors, you stepped into the 
Ranji side. That’s how Abbas (All Baig), myself and 
all made the Hyderabad Ranji team. 

But what made you choose cricket? 

It’s strange bexjause basically—in fact, my father 
was very keen too—my first love was tennis. I used 
to play much more tennis than cricket at that time. 
And even during the first four-five years of my 
Ranji career, it was both tennis and cricket. I still 
used to participate in tennis tournaments vintil, I 
think, in ’57-58 when Ghulam Ahmed put his foot 
down. He said this wouldn’t do because you are 
spending more time on the tennis court than on a 
cricket field. That’s when I started tapering off on 
my tennis and concentrated totally on cricket. 

Also, in those days, with so few teams playing, it 
used to be a question of one or two matches in a 
season if you were in tough company. Later on. 
















Suave. Articulate. And still as 
charming as ever. Former Test 
cricketer M.L. J AISIMHA talks 
about cricket then, now and 
tomorrow 



What do you mean by batting for three days and 
scoring 790, asks Jaisimha 


when the league came in, you were guaranteed of 
playing at least four matches within the zone. But 
the opportunity was much less then. You had to 
make it in the one or two matches you got to play. It, 
had its positive and negative points. See, if you did 
well, gfot to the semifinals, you got to play a few 
matches. Otherwise not. But you got to play in good 
company. The results were always very close. It all 
evened out eventually. 

At what stage did you start thinking about playing for the 
country? 

You know, we just played the game. It never really 
occurred to us that we would don Indian 
colours—until I think *57-58 when the English tour 
was around the corner and people were saying that 
some of the Hyderabad boys must make it for the 
tour. Some of us had got runs—Abbas, myself had 
got some exposure against some visiting sides like 
New Zealand in *55-56. So one began to think in 
terms of making the Indian team. For example, 
when Hyderabad hosted its first Test match—New 
Zealand versus India—people like Polly (Umrigar) 
were plasnng and one, still only 17 and in college, 
got to watch people like Gupte, Umngar, Vinoo 
Mankad. Besides, Ghulam was leading the side, and 
since he was also leading Hyderabad at that time, 
one felt much closer. Also Abbas and I were picked 
to play against the tourists for South Zone. So 
obviously there was the feeling that there was an 
outside chance if one did well. That created. for want 
of a better word, a lust for the Indian slot. 

When the West Indies came here—the marauding 
West Indians under Alexander, with Gilchrist and 
Hall—Hyderabad played them and one got some 
runs, so when the Indian team was selec;ted after the 
Test series I was very, very pleasantly surprised to 
find my name there. Although there weren’t too 
man.v people surprised in the South since they were 
expecting an outside chance for me. That was 
*59-60, and I had just turned 20. 

Didn’t you spend some time in England? 

That was some time later: just before the tour of 
Australia in *67-68.1 was there for one season only, 
although they did want me to stay on for another 
couple. 


Which County did you play for? 

No, I didn’t play county cricket—although I had 
offers from Leicestershire and Somerset. But I said 1 
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Now employed by VST, Jai enjoys a good rapport with 
his colleagues 


didn’t want to tie myself down with a five-year 
contract. Also, my father wasn’t very amused. He 
wanted me to get on my feet and not just spend my 
time playing cricket. So I played for a top team 
called Rishton in the Lancashire main league. 
Subhas Gupte and Johnny Waddle also used to play 
for that team. But, after Test cricket, league cricket 
didn’t measure up to much. It was quite boring; srou 
only play on weekends and coach some of the time. 
But quite frankly, one was so involved with 
international cricket at that time that it was more a 
breather than a learning experience. One had 
already played eight years for India at that stage. 

Looking back, which was the most enjoyable period of your 
cricket? 

I think, quite honestly, the whole attitude has 
changed. You played your cricket very seriotisly, 
you eiyoyed.. .it was a different kind. You were 
devoted to cricket allright, but that 
by-hook-or-by-crook kind of thing wasn’t there. Not 
tl^t I’m implying, but it wasn't an end-all. You 
eiyoyed your cricket. You enjoyed the camaraderie. 
You enjoyed the tours—even though they were quite 
archaic, travelling second class by train, spending 
two days and two nights on a train to play a 
three-day match! Lodgings were sometimes real 
bad, but everything was made up because of the 
togetherness. In fact, it wouldn’t be an exaggeration 
that for a lot of us, missing a Ranji Trophy match 
was totally imheard of. Even when playing for 
India, one kept ringing up the newspapers and 
asking what happened to the Hyderabad match. We 
had t^t kind of commitment to the team. 

Saying all this, perhaps today’s cricketers are that 
bit tighter than we were. You know, you got yo\ir 
508 and 60s and a number of times you threw your 
wicket away. Fine, maybe the teams interest’s wwe 
paramount, but still you could have planned and got 
to bigger totals. We always said ‘c’ mon, let’s get on 
with it’. Even in Test cricket it happened. We took 
chances, which today’s cricketers don’t. Which is 
very good. That kind of extra bit of professionllsm 
we lacked. 

But, on the flip side, there are those who feel that today's 
cricketers play more for themselves... 

Which is ridiculous, if you ask me. Becatise, you can 
play for yourself, but you have to play for the tram 
first. I mean, if you get to a score of 150 and stUl say 
that I want to be 200 not out at the end of the day.. .1 
think, ^though I don’t have all the details of the 
Beng^-Kamataka match, on the face of it Fd say 
Karnataka have only themselves to blame. What do 
you mean by batting for the better part of three dasrs 
and scoring 790? It could be that a) you don’t have 
confidence in your bowlers’ ability to get them out 


Jaisimha confesses that his first love was tennis 








and b) you’ve shut the barn door because what 
options have you given Bengal except to play out the 
quotient? You should have damn well done 
something about your quotient. You should have 
batted more aggressively instead of some guy 
getting 250 and patting the ball back That really 
epitomises what you’re talking about. 

Karnataka, having put themselves in such an 
advantageous position, squandered it. I’m sorry but 
1 must criticise Kirmani on his lac;k of 
imagination his lack of leadership skills You 
should be thinking that, if you can't get them out in 
the time remaining, what are the alternative.s for 
Bengal? Then you try and counter' tho.se 
alternatives I moan, you ask a .side to .score 720 
runs in two days and 90 minutes -that's an average of 
eight runs an over for that period of time —there is 
no alternative left foi- the batsirum You c;an t blame 
anyone but yourself 

In other words, you’re saying that these guys are too 
defensive as compared to your time when players were 
much more cavalier... 

Oh yes I'm particulai'ly talking about the mid oOs 
when Tiger's (Pataudi Jr i influence began There 
wasa feeling that we mu.st tighten ourselvo.s That 
we musi play to win, rathei' than being del'en.sive 
That we ran be aggressive while not taking toi.) 
many chances By the 70.s that got translated into 
effort. Yes. we certainly wei'e much more c.-avalier 
You know, vci'v rarely did Indian batsiiit-n hit over 
the top in the late 5C)s It was only when Tiger, 

Budhi, Farrokh (Fingineer) and myself started 
hitting the ball over the top that everybody said u 
could be done Till thou it was considered a had 
thingtodo ifyou lof'led the bull and got out 

Tiger had a lot to do with this cnange of attitude 
He brought in a feelingol'togetherness Ileal.so 
made us feel that fielding is an irniiortant and 
interesting part of cru:ket And by has ow n acts on 
the field, made us realise that it. eould be exciting as 
well. That's why everybody started to 'work on his 
fielding and India became such a powerful fielding 
side- particularly in close catching People like 
Abid All, Solkar and others It wasn't ju.st overnight. 
In fact, people started getting up.set if they didn't 
field well' So that made a significant difference in 
the approaxih to the game. That's when Indian 
erjeketers started to feel that they could bo the best 
in the game Thought positive 

Did it bring you all closer as a team? 

Of course. You know, after the match, you sat 
around in the drc.ssmg room and talked cricket. You 
unwound, had a couple of beers, discussed wJiere we 
went wrong and chatted about how we could 
counter the problems of tomorrow After that it was 
let’s go have a ball. In fact. a.s captain of Hyderabad, 

I used to tell the players that they had to be fit the 
following morning—how they did it was their 
problem. Because, if they weren't fit, they were in 
trouble. The only other thing 1 used to put my foot 
down about as far as Hyderabad and South Zone 


were concerned was no card playing from one day 
prior to the match. 

See, one found that while playing cards, (aj the 
eyes were strained and (b) you were gambling. It 
may be chickenfeed, but then we were paid 
chickenfeed in those days I mean, there were some 
who could afford to lose a lOO rupees, but there were 
others who couldn't afford to lose lo l upees. And it 
hurts. As it is, you're suppo.sed to be relaxing, not be 
tense about losing money. Then there was all that 
cigarette smoke in a confined room It affects the 
eyes. I used to tell then that they could do whatever 
they wanted,. .but no cards And that was the good 
part, because you treated everyone like an adult. 

You pointed out the pitfalls but left it to them to get 
into peak shape on the evening before the match 


How about your personal psyche? 

Nothing .special Personally I suppose, parliculary 
as far as Ranji and Duleep 'Trophy were concerned 






Jai walks out to open the Indian innings with Nari 
Contractor at Trinidad, 1962 


because I was captain, I used to be thinking of who 
we’d be playing against Then we’d chat among 
ourselves and work out a general line of attack 
Having already played against most of them, you 
knew what to expect anyway All you needed to do 
was ref I esh your memory And one day before the 
match you practised your strategy on the field If we 
were playing against Vishy (G R Vishwanath). we’d 
try and work it so that we bowl to a certain field and 
maybe around the wicket 
So there was a lot of cricket talk unlike today 
when the dressing loom is empty within barely five 
minutes of the day s play ending And it’s not only 
off to parties, it s where the hell you can get another 
big deal going, or something like that Fine, 
everybody likes to make a little bit extra, but not at 
the expense of your sport I mean, some of the boys 
today, you can’t talk crirket to' There is no indepth 
understanding of the game They go, play and then 
it’s ‘ where am I going to get the next free meal or 
which product am I gouig to model for*^ And how 
much can I make an extra 20,30,40 thou*? Which 
I don’t grudge Why not*^ But at least give back to 
the game something that you’ve taken Which is 
something we all firmly behoved in 
Today, how many senior cricketers talk to young 
cricketers on the aspect of technique’ In our days, 
we even talked in the nuddle' You’d be surprised at 
the number of cricketers who used to come up and 
talk to Tiger, Abbas, myself Even opponents during 

Bi- 


a Ranji match would come up and talk to us in the 
evenings We were genuinely interested m trying to 
help 

I think basically we were much more giving I’m 
not saying that the present generation doesn’t 
give— I don’t know much about that—but all I know 
IS what I see There's hardly any talk on cricket As I 
said, the intricacies are so much Why, even Sir Don 
Bradman says that even today he’s learning 
something new about ihe game' 

Guess that translates down to team spirit... 

It was tremendous And I’ll tell you the reason we 
had confidence in each other Don’t even for one 
moment think that only the present generation has 
personalities Those days also there were 
personalities like Salim Durrani, Manjrekar, 
Umrigar Gupte, Tiger but there was trust 
Particularly m the mid—60s You may not have 
agreed on many things, but we talked about it openly 

Could that be because the present bunch are so insecure 
about the place in the side? 

Yes It could be one reason There is so much 
competition now, but it would be incoi rect to say 
that our generation didn t face any competition We 
did as much as fierce Which country in the world 
had SIX top c lass spin bowlers playing with only 
two getting into the side’ You had Chandra, Pras, 
Bedi Venkat You had the likes of Shi valkar, Goel, 
Doshi Durrani V V Kumar and Subhash Gupte 
What more’’I mean look at it If that’s not 
dog-eat dog competition, what is’ Yet there was 
trust And, mind you although I was manager (of 
the Indian cricket team) only for one series in ‘85,1 
was a little bemused I couldn’t really understand 
how the attitude had changed The approach had 
taken on a different hue Why should today’s 
cricketers treat cricket with such disdain’ Why 
shouldn’t there be as much team spirit as before 

Maybe it’s the lifestyle that's different Maybe the 
appi oach to today’s life is slightly different You do 
your own thing and get the maximum from it 
Perhaps I don’t think I’m qualified to make any 
comment on that, but I can make a guess I think it’s 
something to do with a greater degree of 
selfishness I mean. I can’t be more blunt than that 

Selfishness, in what respect? 

In the sense that everybody’s interested, to a certain 
extent you have to be able to give and share After 
all, it’s 11 men who constitute the team’s effort And 
if that IS not there, then it’s very sad Inchan 
cricket has so much and can still rise again Look at 
the Australians, they’re an equadly independent lot 
I presume they’re far more mdependent by nature 
than the Indiajis but as a team they have evolved, 
under Border, a way of playing cricket after their 
early setbacks Now they’re a disciplined lot—they 
dress well I don’t think anybody dresses as smartly 
as them I mean, this business of Bohemian attitude 
and all that could be cpiite negative You see, there’s 
somethmg in dressing well, m a blazer for example. 
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You feel good Cleaxi formals look so much better 
than scruffy trackpants Somehow that gives a 
negativf aura Maybe I m old fashioned I like to 
di ess as casually as evei yone else but 

Part of the aura attached to your generation was the ‘silk 
sleeves fluttering in the breeze’ Was that an Indian image 
promoted by you alP 

Perhaps I don t know Mavbe subconsciously It 
was essentially Indian We took pi ide in going out 
ontothi field in a tie shiv laundeied shirt and 
trousPi s Thi r e s nothing w i ong in being c asually 
diessed Inlact it s vtivtomfv tohaxeashowerand 
slip into a pan of shoits aflei six houis on a cricket 
field But if there sail of filial function suiclyapair 
of trouse rs shii t and bla/er is not too mui h to ask 
foi"^ I me in vihal the hell is the bla/ei good lor then^ 
We used to g<> out to toss in oui bla/ei s But 1 w is 
ve 1 V happv when I saw Boidei go out to toss 
lecently in his bla/er 1 think the Australians aie 
bringing back orde i The Botham era in English 
cricket met the Ian Cliipptll e la in Australian 
crieket stemsov* I Soiin soi t of pi ide seems to bo 
f ommg bac k 

There s ilot tociirket than |ust plavingoi going 
through the motions 1 think ^oa lot of us who we it 
plavii g ^11 St (1 iss (11( ket i f gulaily it was almost a 
way of lilt You know w he n you played the game it 
was almost as though voiii indnidual pt isonahty 
was pio)Ottc(i < ut Now it s molt likt i)ob you just 
do If aggoj IS tl( niincU d you go'hat wav If it snot 
elemanclcd you goth* ntlui way 1 don e understand 
it Imean gettingt stump to h t some bexJv Christ' 



Jai thinks very highly of oldtimers like (from left) 
Bedi, Abbas Ali Baig and Venkataraghavan 


Did you try and encourage this attitude when you were 
manager? 

See it was such a short trip just thico lestsand 
three one dayeib And things were going badly to 
begin with soonedidtry and devote the team 
meetings to telling them get on with the job lets 
concentrate think positive The bovs were quite 
fiankly no trouble at all Also it was Sr 1 1 ank i ind 
theiewasnot much happening ^nd wt wciegiven 
St t lot msti uc 1 ions not to go out vei y much All I told 
the boys was to be a little dist reel and )ust foi the 
sake of safety 1 asked them to tell me w hei e they 
weiegoiiig Pai tu 111 111 V ^ho Sinitli Ixivs lalsutold 
Sr'kkanth and Sm not U) spi- iktonmin h I mill 
because It w 1 -> iburning issue the n dtei ill Why 
ert lie piobli ms unrieci ss n d ’ Bi t d w is i h ippy 
tout 


Have things changed so much? There must have been 
sledging even m your days 

Oh yes But it was all leugotten after the match was 
over You know gi cat fun now let s have a beer or 
lets chat Isa\ I m sorry if 1 was a little rude Even 
mteinahonally sle dging was vei v definitsly on 
But not to the extent wher t it got to be »hysical You 
played your cm ki t hii d but it didn t mean you 
took it of! the fu Id To r itt a small example 111 never 
forget when I plaved against the Australians in 
1960 and I bat ted on a'l five days Having played a 
lot against the guys bi'foie I remember walking in 
to bat one morning and I said Good mor mng Wally 
Gkiod morning Allen Wed after all had a great 
tune in B.ingaloi e having a beer and c hatting about 
the game And they sard get on with the game So 
you said fiiu In i wav that helps you com entrate 
and makes you moi e deter mined And after that 
the first thing Wally did in the evemng was say 
Hey mate soi i y about that i ighf? That s the way 
we play our c nc ket On the field we try and get out 
Lak« It s your business to get runs That s a gi eat 
attitude There s no need to say you re a blocxtv 
cheat and all that 

We didn t give any quai tor Neither did we expect 
any You play your < i icket We 11 play our ci icket 
And if rt s fun aftei the game we 11 laugh and split a 
beer I don t see very muc h of that happening in 


Was It a position you would have liked to hold for a longer 
period? 

Oh yes tin re s m doubt ibout it 1 h 1 1 

that without saying Ml U till ri luieisonsloi 

some of us not bt mg moil mvoOidwitl tin 


Young and alagant, Tigar Pataudi and Jai plan 
strategy way back in 1965 




Board—some of us wouldn’t want to go and ask 
anybody for it. If somebody feels that one is 
competent enough, we’re all available. We’ve never 
said no; people like Tiger, Abbas, myself. But there’s 
no question of canvassing and saying listen, why 
don’t you put in a good word for us?’ Not only do I 
believe it is not necessary, I don’t believe that 
something like that is good. It is up to the people 
controlling the sport to decide what’s best for Indian 
cricket. There are, m India today, cricketers with 
vast experience whose talents can be utilised. But 
they’re not being tapped. 

Is that the fault of the cricketers themselves or the 
administration? 

I don’t think there’s anybody or any group of people 
in the Board who have sat down and analysed what 
is absolutely necessary. Development of cricket and 
it’s sustenance on a longterm basis. In fawit, to talk in 
terras of simple marketing, are we really marketing 
Indian cricket? We haven’t tried to get more people 
involved 

If left to you, how would you go about it? 

I think there are many ways of going about it. To 
begin with, when talking in terms of infrastructure. 
I have a very straightforward question; what is it 
that is the most important towards the continuing 
I development and sustenance of Indian cricket? First 
things first, the playing surface—have we given 
enough attention to wicket preparation? Look at it, 
we’re talking in terms of 1960 to ’91. That’s 30 
years; and even today, nobody has paid even lip 
service to the preparation of the wicket. It’s just left 
to some mail who’s graduated into a groundsman. 
How can you blame them? What have we done about 
it? I want that answer! 

Why is it that we don’t have a team of specialists? 
Or why don’t we send some of our people to learn the 
basics of soil. We’ve got some of the great names in 
horticulture in our country, but all we say—you in 
the media. I in the commentary box—is that the 
wicket is placid. It’s dull. Lifeless. Nothing happens! 
Who’s doing anything about it? Isn’t it the Board's 
responsibility? Alright, if you don’t have the 
expertise, borrow it. Or buy the expertise. And 
experiment. Say, let us make six wickets in 
Hyderabad, six in Bangalore... what’s the cost? And 
say that if this soil is mixed with this, and given this 
weather condition, this humidity, this is what 
you’ll get. All you’ve got to do is feed the ruddy 
thing into a computer and say, right, if you do this, 
what’ll happen? 

And then you experiment with it. Talk to people 
who’ve played the game People who say that this 
wicket—call it hit-and-miss if you like—perhaps will 
do this if you have the grass standing at this angle 
rather than that angle. Get about 15 former 
cricketers, send them out on a survey, and ask them 
to come back and tell us what will happen if we mix a 
certain soil with another. Faster wickets; wickets on 
which you get turn. Not these wickets where teams 
get 790 runs and when the other side goes in to bat. 


they will get 800 if they had six more days. Is it 
cricket? 

Alright, don’t go to the extreme of having a wicket 
that will end the match m two-three days. Have a 
right balance between bat and ball. Give the pace 
bowlers a chance, give the spinners a chance, give 
the stroke players a chance. You see the crowds will 
start coming back. 

The other thing is. has the Board—I’m not 
blaming the Board, in fact it involves all of us—done 
anything about making cricket a spectator sport? 

It’s all being glossed over Because your one-day 
match in Calcutta draws one lakh people, you say 
‘what do you mean, there’s no interest?' But what is 
happening to the Ranji Trophy’’ So what is the 
Board doing instead of just getting the sponsors to 
pay for everything? 

Are the sponsors given any say in the sport’s management? 

There has been very little farsight. I don’t think the 
people in the hierarchy will like this but then it’s 
quite obvious that there’s not been a great deal of 
farsightedness about the continued promotion of 
the game. Yes, they did some positive thinking with 
the sponsorship. But is that enough? As I say, you 
can draw up a panel and tell them that .your job is to 
figure out how to prepare lietler wickets, improve 
the standards of batting, of bowling Never mind the 
expense. Just somehow generate more interest 
Change the rules if necessary See, if you know a 
match is heading for a damn dull draw, would you 
listen to even a damn commentary’’ ’Why wil 1 you? 


Shaking hands with the then President of India Dr. 
Radhakrishnan 
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Have any other countries used this method of preparing 
wickets? 

Australia did it. England have done it. To me. I'm 
taking you back to almost '73-74 and much before 
that, it’s something Tiger and I have been saying for 
a long time now. Why don’t you get these 
groundsmen from England? And once when we were 
in Bangalore to play against Tony Lewis’ MCC side. 
All India Radio asked us to do a radio programme 
where I still remember Tiger and I saying the same 
thing to Wankhede, as senior vice president, what 
is the Board doing in terms of wicket preparation’. 
And it’s on record. 

And what did he say? 

Oh, he did say yes. He said it was a very good idea 
and that they would look into it. But what I’m 
getting at is: that was 20 years ago and nothing has 
still happened! And any time you bring up the topic, 
they say ‘Christ, you people talk only about vsnckets’. 
And 1 say, what else is there to talk about? It’s like 
saying you have a. stadium without a ground!! 
Without a surface, what kind of cricket are you 
going to play? 

Do you think that lifeless wickets have been the death of 
spin bowling? 

Well, our wickets have seen to the death of spin 
bowling, let alone seam bowling, Unfortunately, a 
lot of the top teams playing domestic cricket today 
don’t have the basics like line and length. That's the 
first thing any bowler needs. Getting any amount of 
spin or pace from the wicket is .secondary; you must 
be able to pitch the ball on a line If you can’t do that, 
no amount of help from the wicket is going to make 
you into a topclass bowler. 

Do you blame one—day cricket for the deterioration of spin 
bowling in our country? 

Basically it’s a combination of one - day cricket and 
lack of opportunity. A lack of long spells. A spinner 
does like a little time to settle down. That's one 
aspect. But we play a heck of a lot of three - day and 
five— day cricket, surely that is where you should be 
honing your skills. It is really unfortunate that 
there is not enough mind devoted towards the 
absolute basics of the game. There's no point in 
spinning the ball a yard if you’re spinning it from 
leg.'stump to outside leg stump. The idea is to get the 
wicket. You’ve got to either bowl a batsman, get him 
out leg before or get him caught. If you spin the ball 
so much that you’re beating the bat and the wicket 
and the pad, then you’re not going to get a wicket! 

Then again, how many spinners in the country 
really spin the ball? It’s not a question of how much 
turn you get after you pitch the ball, it’s the 
revolution of spin in the ball. You might not get it to 
turn all that much, but will get an overspin if you 
spin the ball. Lots of people now are rollers ano then 
hope that the wicket will give it some deviation. 
People like Prasanna, Ghulam Ahmad, Bedi, 
Clumdra were all genuine spinners who spun the 
ball in the air, as against the roller. 



Even the aggressive side of Jai s batting had 
elegance stamped all over it 


How do you envisage Indian cricket once Kapil packs up? 

I think there’s going to be a tremendous void. We’ll 
be minus a major strike bowler Barring Kapil, very 
few bowlers in the present Indian lineup can bowl 
more than one ball in an over - or a maximum of 
two—on the spot That is how Kapil gets wickets He 
may have lost a lot of his pace and on occasion, 
because of his knee problem, a certain amount of the 
movement he had earliei'. But he’s accurate He's on 
the spot. That a man like him can get so many Test 
and one—day wickets on wickets that have given 
him no help at all speaks volume for the basics of 
bowling line and length 
Even our spinners don't pitch the ball today You 
watch a Bedi, a Prasanna, a Venkataraghavan or 
even a Vinoo Mankad, even on a dead wicket they’d 
be there Which Indian spin bowler today bowlc on a 
line and length? You’ll find that you are not able to 
consistently exploit even a bad wicket. 

What about programmes like the MRF Pace Foundation? 
Will it unearth talent? 

Under the present format. I’m afraid not quite. See, 
because talking in terms of expertise, it has to be 
over a prolonged period of time. First and formast. 
Lillee should have first coached people to take over 
and then come and supervised. That’s better than 
doing it only for a couple of days in a year. It’s not 
good enough. It has to be a continuous process. And 
when you’re talking about importing certain skills, 
you need to be involved on a day - to - day basis. In 
that it has failed, whereas the Britannia tennis has 
succeeded because the coach is resident. I think 
MRF have got the right idea but perhaps haven’t 
been able to implement it in the way it ought to have 
been.0 

—r--;... 
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QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Incricketwhoisa'slinger'? 

2. Alan Davidson of Australia got a 
wicket with the last ball in his last 
Test match. Who was the victim ? 

3. An Australian all-rounder (who 
played up to 1922) was nick¬ 
named the “Big Ship". Who was 
he and why was he so named ? 

4. Another all-rounder, also Austra¬ 
lian and a contemporary of the 
one mentioned, was nick-named 
the 'Governor-General'. Who ? 

5. “The Claw” was the nick name of 
yet another former Australian 
cricketer. Who is he ? 

6. One of Australia’s famous former 
Test umpires was a detective in 
his home city of Brisbane. Who ? 

7. Where will you find the M.A.' No¬ 
ble Grandstand? 

ANSWERS 

1 A bowler with a low delivery. 

2. Alan Smith (England). 

3. Warwick Armstrong. He weighed 
22 stone. 

4. Charles Macartney. 

5. Alan Davidson 

6. Lou Rowan. 

7. Sydney Cricket Ground. 

CHESS 

I picked this game for two 
reasons. One, because it’s a classic 
example of a Ringside attack. 

Two, I’ve seen an amazing number 
of people wiped out by cloned 
versions of this, both in skittles 
gan^ and serious matches. Judit 
Pol^ clinched her first GM norm 
and the best game prize with this 
win at the age of 13. 

White: Nyboer Vs Black: J. 
Polgar, OHRA Amsterdam, ’89. 

164 eS 2 RQ 66 3 <14 ed4 4 Nxil4 N 06 5 
ReS Qe7 6 B62 16 7 00 NIB 8 Kill Nxil4 9 
Qid4 Be510 043 h&I? A coffee house 
move—but it can work. 

llf4Nf4]2Nd]b513a4b4IA new 
move but mentioned earlier by 
I Marjanovic who thought 14 c3 an 
adequate reply. White’s next is an 
error that blocks up the queenside 
, and allows black to park her king 


OIIIZa«SSmiDQE 


safely. 

14 64? Bb715 a5 00016 Be3 Nxe317 
Nx63 K5I There an old Hungarian 
Proverb “Having said A you must 
say B’’ ie after 10—h5 l7-g5 is 
mandatory. 

18186 Qe619 BIS Qxg5 20 N(U Qe5 21NC 
Bd6 22 83 Ii4 23 c5 (See Dlagraml ligSI 24 
QzdO Rxll2 25 K81 8B 20 RxC B88 27 B82. 
White also loses after 27 Kf 1 Rf2 
28 Kxf2 Qxb2 or 27 Rg2 Rhxg2 
28 Bxg2 Qxd6 29 cd6 Bxe4. 

27-Rh5 28 Bel OHS 2911x17 Rx82 30 
Kx 82 088 31083 Bze4 32 K12 0x17 33 Ke3 
Bc6(0-1). 

Devangshu Datta 



The Calcutta Bridge Club, 
comprising Shobhan Mitra, 
Chinmoy Sen, H. Banerjee, 
Pradeep Pal Choudhury and 
H.Nandi. played for West 
Bengal in the inter-state 
championship for the Gurudutt 
Trophy at Puri. In the 
final of the Bengal trial, they 
defeated my team Haldibari by the 
narrow margin of 3 imps. This is a 
board from an earlier round of the 
trial:— 

Dealer North N-S vul 


NORTH (dummy) 

♦ AK105 
9 A4 

♦ K53 
4 AQ73 

WEST EAST 

«Qje 4642 

J 6 5 3 W K 10 

«AQ987642 
♦ 86542 ♦- 

SOUTH 

♦ 973 

♦ 09872 

♦ 10 

♦ KJ1Q9 


WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

- 2 NT 44 4W 

Pass Pass — 

At the Other table, my 
teanamates had played peacefully 
in 3 NT from the North seat. This 
required only a favourable lie of 
the spade suit and duly made four 
on a diamond lead. In the Open 
Room, my partner Debashis Ray’s 
preempt forced South, Gopal 
Choudhury, known m 
tournament circles by the 
nickname of‘Kapal-babu’, into a 
shabby heart game on a shaky 5-2 
fit. 


Sitting West I dutifully led my 
singleton and dummy played low. 

It seemed best to Debashis to 
follow with the deuce as a 
suit-preference signal for 
clubs— I am sure anybody else 
would have done the same for this 
would be the winning defence if j 
West had Qx of trumps. Here, 
though, this gave declarer a 
chance to shine which he utilised { 
At trick two, I led a low club and j 

East ruffed with the ten. j 

i 

I 

When Debashis returned a low ' 
diamond at trick three, Gopal I 
Choudhury went into the tank 
and finally emerged with the j 

winning play.he ruffed the ; 

diamond with the queen, cashed } 
heart ace, dropping the king, and 
drove out my heart jack With j 

declarer marked with a 3-5-1-4 
hand , I could see that Sout h would 1 
have to rely on a double-finesse in j 
spades as East was known to have 
started with a 3-2-8-0 hand (he < 
ruffed the first club, showed up ; 
with two hearts and 1 showed out ! 
on the second diamond) and that ! 

declarer had enough en tries in ; 

clubs to do all that he needed to do. | 
So, on winning the heart jack, I | 
played back the six of spades, 
hoping against hope, but that ! 
only preponed the inevitable as we ] 
could surrender when Gopal i 

Choudhury played a low spade | 

from dummy, winning with his j 
nine. 


Smtami Chose 
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H aving gone 

thi ough the 
begmnei s and 
intermediate 
levels of gutbu&tmg 
now it 8 timt tor the ital 
McCoy The advanced 
stuff The stuff that s 
going to make you 
contort youi fae e in 
agony .ind r ip the abs 
to the imnutest details 
Intel ested * Okay hen 
goes '1 he upfier abs 
fii St Do t he < I uiioh on a 
decline beneh That 
means putting a be'iich 
up against a wall - hey 
make suie it doesn t 
slip' hooking your legs 
upi at the higher end and 
doing the same c ui ling 
up motion with the 
uppei body Keep the 
knees bent and try and 
feel the burn in the abs 
as you c in I up 
Once this bwomes tcxi 
easy tiy holding a 
10 pound weight behind 
youi head How does 
that fe*eP Don t yank on 
the weight and injure 
your Ilex k Just let the 
abs do all t he woj k 
Now for the lower abs 
You need a high bai loi 
this something like 
what you use foi 
pull ups Got a gcxid grip 
on 1 he bai and hang 
from It I hen clenching 
the abs pull your knex's 
up toward' youi chest 
At the top of the lift pull 
the pelvis up towards 
your ribcage tcxi That 11 
really give the absa 
stretch ci uiu h 
woi kout 

One t‘ you ve got the 
hang (no pun iiite nde d) 
of this ti y lifting the 
legs and pelvis up and to 
the side This will gc t 
the side ot the waast into 
the excitement Just 
make sure you ai en t 
swinging around tcxi 
much, and get going 
Oh and by the way 
hope your arms and 
shoulder s are strong 




^fitnessK 


ADVANCED 

AB-WORK 



enough to take the 
stiain' 

Once you ve got down 
to such minutt details 
it s time to attack those 
stubboi n love handles 
Pei haps the toughest bit 
of fat to take* off this 
ext 1 else side 
crunches puts the 
obliques thi oiigh the 


wringer while 
also whittling 
away the fat 
that has 
accumulated at 
the sides of 
your waist 
Lie on a bench 
(like shown in 
the picture 
on the opposite 


page) and lilt voui 
should! i s off thi bene h 
even as the legs go 
appioxiniatelv six to 
eight mehtsoft fhi 
binihtoo 1 his will 
Cluiich the musi It s i n 
thesidt ol VOUI w list 
making thim strongi-i 
and 1 \t ntuallv when 
vou \t clout eiiougl of 
thtm displav isrmiih 
riiusculi’ dtiinilioii is 
th big slab in lilt 
niiddlt o' vour abdomt n 

that just ibou* does it 
for the gut Now It sup 
tov'tn todtc (It whu h 
Itvf] beginiiei 
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intermediate or 
advanced—you fall into. 
Don’t get too carried 
away and start at a level 
that’s beyond you. Then 
again, don’t 
underestimate yourself 
and start at a level that’s 
too easy for you. Try all 
the exercises we’ve 
detailed over the last 
couple of weeks and 
decide what makes your 
stomach cringe in pain. 
That’s about the level 
you should get stuck 
into. Don’t worry; 
within a week or so, 
you’ll be doing that very 
exercise with ease. And 
once it becomes too easy, 
it’s time to move onto a 
higher level. Oh yes, 
what happens once the 
advanced exercises get 
too easy? Then, if you’re 
being honest, it’s 
probably time for you to 
tear off that shirt and hit 
the beach or pool. Cos 
you’ve got the hottest set 
of abs in town. • 
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; JuUtis^ wasamodern 

itIdiaQ home bo^ Perhaps listen toldadonzia, wear 
Gioi^o Arxnani suits and worship Qianluoa ViaJUi. 
In a country where prima donnas are liberally 
sprinkled and regional tensions keep people bn the 
edge, the Italians have one healing l:»lm going by 
the name of Gianluca Vialli. Apartifrom perhaps 
Serbia Loren, the Italians have never showered/so 
much love on any other superstar. 

Qianluoa, however, is no Meradona. He k a simple 
Itomeboy wl^ loves his country as mucdi as his 
game. With the current season coming to a close, 
and Vialli'a club Sampdoria in line for the League 
championship, Gianluoa's star is on the ascendent 
like never before. He has scored 17 league goals and 
leads the tally, live goals ahead of nearest Italian 
rival Roberto Baggio. His Etutipean fiztiires have 
nett^ him 14 gd^. one behind teader Jean Marie 
Papin, captain of the French national eqpiad and 
super chib CAymplqcue Marseilles. '^iaRi is simply the 
b^tthisseBaon. 

But off field too his ifopularily has ballooned. A 
recent pbh hed him at le^ twenty poihto ahead of 
. (k»eet rikd Itob^to il&iggiO sa fbvoikito^ 

' to Ridy. Neari^StoS per oentydung 
marry him toidatomc^WiNB'aeto mid^ 


...on field loo his popularity 
has ballooned. A recent 
poll had him at least twenty 
points ahead of closest 
rival Roherio Baggio as 
favourite foothaller in Italy. 
Nearly 89.3 per cent young 
girls want to marry him and 
almost 98 per cent middle 
aged matrons think he is 
the perfect son 


matrons think he ia the perfect son. And a Whpoptog 
75 per cent m«i feel that he is a soccer gentleman. 

And this coming in the wake of a disastrous World' 

Cup is aunazing. Vhdli. in fact had blown the 
chanoos he got in Italia’90, letting new kids Baggio 
and Toto Schillachi overshadow him. 

But then soccer Isan unpredictable business, ftor ^ 
four years Vialli had* been groomed to inherit Paolo 
Rossi’s mantle. He knew it was coming. So (hd the 
people around him who were expecting miracles 
fimn him. For a24-year-oid, the pressure was 
smothering and be simply couldn’t hit top gear. "I 
don’t know what went wrong last summer,” says 
Vialli, "I think I was pls,yiiig against an image j 

wtoch really got the better of me. Now there are no 
mrklems. ” No pressure, no tension either which ie 
one of the reasons he Is in such devastating form . 

this seMon. Says Vialli, ”1 think this is the best .f 

seasonItoiveever had. Inever enjoyed soccer so | 

much before.” ' / 

to a typiUkUy Italian manlier^ VialU adds.’’The . ; 
last two years, I feti my luck was not with me. I was.> 
and am still the same. Maybe heaven didn’t want roe 
tohaveeverything 8 o£B 8 t, 808 oon."VtoIll,once 
Italy’s most oonajetwat marksman went through a 
gotltometreok for 14 mmtlm which pea^ 
mlto prehminaries. In toot in the vary first 

mohditdtibeWtuIdCupitaelfhepidfcedupathiito ' 

tojvoy wlltoh hampnud hla ohanoesr 

.. Sat imw it ssezim Im hasgY>t evmytbtogbehlito 

tom. ^ ptoy fto my tons, for my team. 1my beM^ 
soomttoissIftUmdsooamtimssl win but It really: 
doesnmbotber ixaeifliwva scored or not.” adde ' .4 

VUito. Ittottosscrt of modesty wtotoiadheiee tom 
tomitoansorsbooerozaayltalla^whothtokheis/.:’ 

an answer to tto^preyars, tototomm^biellsvettoit; -; 
itls Viato’shext^wtoclitowe ptoftoe homatdkm 
Cremooa'oiithelliaUah map. Bona toa gto l tott it to e . ,f 
rBaleetetebuBfasssaian, VhOU wasizfooduoedlO ;:> 
footbaRati3magSidsefvmil^alooalprka4.ibto8v^ 
since thenhe hasn’t had tlmtims to lotorhad^ .;; c' ■' 
Viamatsjitsdplayingsdtosecondtovieiod ■ 
Cremonese* at the age or;t6toit only a year later ' 

caught the eye to Paulo MantovtoLtoeisfaipptog f’ 
Lycoon and owner toSanipordia. For inxmt d ," . i- ■ f 
$200,000, Viam soontodtoed toGenoasud tots: '.'. 
remained there einoe than, to fttofcMsatoidto 
heardsaying, ‘‘That was ti»h»irttoyMts^U1qp^ 
ever mato in my Itfe.’' tofadtTUtontoiSni'lms beep 
nurturing the home grown variety to p^edtototo' 

Vialli and Manoinl, for years now, 

ViaUi, I knew tlito-bqy 4nwamatoh‘wb^^ ■■■,■ 

I'toatoytoi;l: 
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wlUle the rest of tl» plaj^ am ineirelijr worl(bii^^ 
Ih the recent season heiuisooasolhlatedt]^ 
.sopi±hffwitiidev«Btat4x4i:<^pc4^ 




tji 7 inginvaiatoprereiithiin|!r<:sti ' -'V 

hettere, ' 

> VtiUi. knows lite isnoteasy at the top. Hua strath' 
of peilSonninff eiidlessiy can take its txdl on 
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AMhwInllt produced by Usha KIran Fllinc of 
theEenadugroupatacoatofRa.35lakh8.it 
teaatory ofhowan athlete, through aheer 
dintofhmworlc,niakoelttothet^. 'Parta 
of the film are autobiographical’ tehwini 
•aya,'but i wanted to act in a film which 
ahowa how much of etruggie there ia In the 
life of an athlete.’Co-etarring with her aa her 
coadi la Teiugu actor Bhanu Chander. 

















WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 



BORG’S 

PROBLEMS 
DEEPEN 


And now murder! 

T his is really a hot 
week as far as 
sporting scandals 


are concerned, and comeback 
‘flop’ Bjorn Borg contributes his share. As a 
matter of fact, he always did. Borg was driven to 
tennis after a series of disastrous multi-million 
pound deals flopped. This allegation came from 
a private detective who investigated the death 
of Borg’s former secretary Sonja Armstrong. 

Officially, the Monaco police say that there 
was nothing suspicious about the 30-year-old 
Australian’s death at her home in Monte Carlo. 
But West German Frank Heigl, a former police 
detective, has said that he believes further 
investigations must be carried out. 




fe'; 
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Borg: first It was bankruptcy and now murder 

According to Heigl, Armstrong might have 
been ‘bumped off. The former secretary held 
valuable documents relating to the dramatic 
collapse of Borg’s fashion business empire. To 
make matters more suspicious, she died only 
three weeks after leaking them to a reporter 
from the German newspaper Bild. Armstrong 
also had access to the computerised records of 
all the operations of the Bjorn Borg design 
group. 

Bild claimed that those associated with the 
company lived jet-set lifestyles. Money was 
splashed on parties and the company’s 
executives drove high performance cars and 
flew all over the globe. In Monaco, they were 
called ‘The Golden Boys’. And who was left to 
foot the bills? Borg himself! 



Donnelly with his wife Diane. Love in the fast 
lane 


I RACING AND MARRIAGE I 


Both by accident 

M oving off from downing, we’re gonna dish 
out some slapstick romance. You know, the 
kind that makes your eyes go misty with 
emotion. 

Racing driver Martin Donnelly (how many of you 
have heard of him?) walked up the aisle last month to 
marry the girl who helped him recover from the 
crash that nearly killed him. 

Donnelly’s a fast guy, (no pun intended) no 
question. And when he crashed up while driving at 
176 mph, his closest aides gave him up for dead. 
There was, however, one exception and that was the 
Ulsterman’s childhood sweetheart Diana 
MeWhirter, whose love and attention helped him 
through. “This was the day I never thought would 
happen,’’ Donnelly said. “As soon as I can I will be 
back at the wheel of a radng car.” Diana was 
equally determined that he return. “I come from a 
racing family and I won’t stop him,” she said. 
Donnelly’s now billy recover^ hrom his 
ipjuries—that is, crushed legs, fractured skull and 
failed kidneys—what’s more, Lotus has promised to 
sign him on once more when he’s fully fit. 

Now that’s the best news to come crashing down on 
him. 








■ GAZZA AND HIS JOKES 


A clown without o circus 

G AZZA, GAZZA, GAZZA! This guy just 
can’t stop oafing around. What we’re 
basically trying to say is that he’s a 
constructive idiot. Like when recently, 
Gascoigne proved himself to be the clown 
prince of sport—and got a big kick out of it as 
he dished out the punchlines. Gazza put up 
quite a show as he fooled around with 
Tottenham teammate Paul Allen and 
Spanish star Nayim, while they recorded a 
song with their teammates to celebrate their 
appearance in the FA Cup final. 

Gazza continuously licked their cheeks and 
even tried to stick his tongue right up Allen’s 
nostrils as the three of them mimed to the 
record, when the Year Ends in One. But 
Britain’s favourite son, had earlier arrived at 
the Red Bus Studios at Paddington, in a 
rather sullen mood. His grandfather had just 
been buried and he had reporters hounding 
him for comments following his allegedly 
drunken behaviour at an Essex nightclub. 



Gazza with Paul Allen (right) and Nayim (left): 
just can’t stop clowning 

Like we said, there are clowns and there are 
clowns, but Gazza's not part of that ordinary 
herd. He’s in a class by himself. 




Janaher on court. And (inset) 


Jsnsheroff itwith 


Naseem: courting disaster 



U NFAITHFU LLY 

YOURS 


Jansher Khan 

I F marriages are made in heaven, then they're 
breaking up equally fast on earth. And who would 
ever suspect Jansher Khan of promiscuity. None. 
Wrong! The world squash champ has been 
provided with extra security ever since he was 
accused of being involved with another man's wife. 
The victim in question is 40-year-old Pervez Akhtar, 
a father of three. Pervez's wife—rather his second 
wife—Naseem 30, has fallen for Jansher's charms. 
“She has been taken in by his good looks and 
fame,” raved her husband. Jansher, himself 
married with a two-month old baby, lives in West 
London and he declined to comment on these 
accusations. Akhtar said that his wife left home after 
he found intimate photographs of her and Jansher. 

“I went mad," he said. “I demanded to know what 
they’d done." Now that’s asking. The last we 
heard was that Mrs. Naseem Akhtar was filing for 
divorce and has taken out an injunction against her 
husband going anywhere near her. That didn’t stop 
her husband from raving. “He came as a guest to 
my house. He was famous, handsome and a hero. 
But now he is a zero.” 

Incidentally, this is not the first marital tragedy for 
Aldttar. Thirteen years ago, his first wife drowned 
herself and their three children after he took 
Naseem as his wife. He was also badly scarred 
when she poured boiling oil on his head before the 
tragedy. Some guys have all the ludc. 
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HEAVENLY MUSIC NEEDN'T COST THE EARTH 



latroducing the CD compatible Sonodyne SCR 2066. indie's first hi-fi stereo cossette recorder with e 7-band 

graphic egeeliser for both recording and piaybock. it's o worid where the InnocetKe of musK is being corrupted by flot-sounding music 
antns. Enter the purist - The SCR 20i6. The result of yeors of research in audio engineering, this classic high-fidelity system for outperforms moss-produced 
music centres. It has ot its command o wide orroy of high-tech feotures thot guarantee sound with crystolline 
clarity. Concert-hoH quality. To moke listening an almost ethsceni eiperience And best of oil, the pike will 
hove you singing with joy. feotures include: 200 Watts PMPO 7-band graphic equoliser lor recording ond 
phrybock ^ CD compotibillty p» 2-way boss reflex speokers Delby" Moise ieiuctmn iystgm 7’digil ItD VU 
meter Stereo/mono mic, heodphones, CD player & oux inputs p» Soft-touch mechonism Tope-bias switch. 


SOMOpyjig 

SCR 2 0 66 

Siereo cassette recorder 


m FUME OF MUSIC 


My* is thi tmhiM of Ik DoViy lokmltms Ikonsii^ Carpomtion, HU. 
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_I aby, tomorrow morning at 5.00, 

you and I blow up New City, came 
Vassovich's squeaky voice as the Secret 
Seekers listened behind the walls. 
Vassovich looking at his watch,timed 
a similar looking one. And fixed it on 
the UFO. Leaving the UFO in the 
garage, he went back in. 

. DASHING THE PLAN 

y Ralph tried a joke to ease the 
.wt'tension. "Shut up Ralph, this is 
lil serious," said Pooja. Suddenly 


’ -it 





Vipul rang his BSA SLR's beU 
he always did when he got 
an idea. "Hey, why don't we...," 
and the others nodded in 
excitement. 


Vipul disappeared behind the wall. 
After an eternity, he was back, smiling 
mysteriously. Parking their BSA SLRs, 



they waited. At 4.15 a.m.Vassovich 
came out and headed for the Richman 
Cliffs. 

The windier, bumpier route to / 
the cliff top was easy on their 
BSA SLRs. 




o'Theyu 


THE MISSION ACCOMPLISHED ™ 

On top.Vassovich had already 
positioned his UFO. On the dot of 
5.00, he switched on the remote. 
Nothing happened. The Secret Seekers 



smiled. 5.05 a. m., mission successful. 
A triumphant ring of their BSA 
SLRs and a startled Vassovich was 
soon overpowered. Vipul waved 
his wrist with glee before 
Vassovich's eyes. "Youuuu", screamed 
Vassovich. ^ 

Guess how New City was saved 


Guess how New 





To know whether Mad Vassovich sueceeded, 
read The Mystery of the Star-Crossed Shoe.’ 
So lortg... Happy cycHrtS on your BSA SLB. 
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INTERVIEW 


With the French 
Open only days 
away, Steffi is 
determined to 
recapture her 
game and believes 
she now has all 
the right answers to 
repeat her Grand 
Slam form of 1988 


You're always in such good 
shape. What do you do? 
STEFFI GRAF: I do 
nothing. I get aJl my 
conditioning from my 
praotioes on court. I do 
the basic stretching and 
gymnastics exercises. I 
practise for two hours 
early morning and then 
again in the afternoon. 

If I am on vacation, 1 will 
do some running. 
Otherwise, Ido 
everything on court. 




... 





Do you have a special diet? 
No, but I am oareful 
about what I eat. I like 
Italian and German 
food. I love apple 
pancakes. 1 alin like 
cakes and other bakery 
goods sometimes. 

Gabriela Sabatini felt her 
routine had gotten stale and 
decided to change 
coaches etc. Do you feel the 
need to make such 
changes? 

Pavel Slozil is my ooach. 
He will definitely be with 
me through 1991.1 will 
practise with different 
people in between the 
tournaments. That will 
be the only change. 

You seemed to have been 
injured or sick at most of 
the tournaments last year? 
My health problems 
affected my tennis the 
most. I can think of only 
five times that I played 
without physical 
problems. I never felt 
perfect all year. I am just 
glad that it is over and 
behind me. 

Many people thought 
Gaby’s win at the US Open 
was a ftuke—until she beat 
you again and again. She 
seems to have great success 
against you by charging the 
net against your backhand. 
At the Open. Gaby was 
so tired firom her 
semifinal with Mary Joe 
[Feniandez], she had no 
choice but to come to 
the net. She did not have 
the energy to beat me 
from the backoourt. I 
was not myself . I was so 
nervous. At thC' Slims 
Championships I was 
very sick [with a virus] 
during the week and 
could not play my best. 
But Gaby has definitely 
improved. 

isawyouhittii^ 
two-handed backhands in 
your warm-up. bthb a new 



Steffl’a mother has 
agedalotintfwiaet 
year 

thing? 

(Graf laughs). No Fm 
just going to hit my own 
(one-handed 
backhand).rm not 
changing anything. 

Do you feel that women’s 
tennis has improved? 
Definitely. ’There are so 
many players winning 
tournaments now. There 
are many playmrs 
coming up as well. The 
players are better 
athletes now. They sure 
stronger. It makra it 
mudi more interesting 
tome. 

Can Hre women play the 
best of five sets like the 
men do? 

Absolutely. 
’Three-out-of-five sets 
would be better. I hope 
the Grand Slam finals 
can be three-out-of-five 
sets this year 

With the other players 
improving will you change 
your pme to remain a s^ 


ahead? 

I need to come to the net 
more often. I want to 
work on my volleys. But 
I have alvrays worked 
hard on ail parts of my 
game. I have alwasrs 
pven 100 per cent to 
improving everything. I 
can do no more than that 
now. 

/he you changing rackets? 
I’m trying a different 
racket but I don’t know 
if ru switch. 

Are you trying to get more 
power? 

Oh, (sarcastically) do 
you really think I need 
more power? 

Have you ever used any 
steroids or other 
performance-enhancing 
drugs? 

No, I don’t need to. 

Have you ever seen any 
steroids used on the circuit? 
No, not ever. It wont do 
any good in tennis. 

There have been rumors 
that you might play doubles 






with Martina this year. 

No, rm not playing 
doubles, so Fm not 
playing with Martina. I 
think Pam Shriver will 
be playing with Martina. 

What makes you such a 
good player? 

WeU, everyone has their 
strengths. Ithink 
footwork and timing 
are two of mine. They 
help me get power on my 
shots. A^, my ability to 
concentrate has helped 
me win many matches, 
especially the tough 
ones. 

Do you consider yourself a 
perfectionist? 

Yes, I hate making 
mistekes. I get angry 
with myself all the time I 
even get angry when I 
miss left-handed 
backhands in practice. 

Chris Evert has such a great 
public image. What kind of 
image do you think you 
project? How do you want to 
be perceived by the public? 
Ido not care about 
public images. I do not 
work on this at all. I 
hope people come to see 
my tennis. I make sure I 
complete all my 
commitments. It is only 
important to me to be 
myself, and if that is a 
g(^ public image, fine I 
see no reason to be 
anything but myself. 

Do you feel that the public 
has misconceptions about 
you? 

There are probably 
some. Sometimes I get 
angry or look tough, but 
[ need to be that way in 
order to play my best. If 
it comes across 
negatively, what can I 
lo? 

Both you and Boris Becker 
have h^ problems with the 
Serminpress. What can 
you do to cope with them? 



Thqr are borrible and 
there is little I can do 
about it. They will write 
whatever th^ want to 
write. I do not worry 
about it anymore. Boris 
and I have very different 
personalities and handle 
the situation differently. 
Boris is much more 
outgoing and talkative 
about his feelings. I 
cannot show as much; I 
keep more to myself. 
Boris feels better living 
in Monte (^lo. to get 
away from the pressure. 
For now I want to live in 
Germany. It is my home, 
although I am not there 
slot. 

To whom do you go to for 
advice? 

Usually my parents. I 
trust the people who 
travel with me. I can talk 
to Pavel, my parents, my 
brother, or my 
masseuse, 

Capellmann. But 
usually I think for 
myself. 

Do You want to be more 
independent? 

I have always been 
independent. I always do 
things on ray own. I 
have so many friends, 
but 1 have always found 
time to be by myself. It is 



important to me. I like 
it. 

What do you do when you're 
Iqr yourself? 

I do all the things, I 
never have time to do. I 
love photography. I 
carry my camera with 
me 52 wedES a y^r. I 
like taking pictures of 
people, ordinary things, 
or ugly things like 
wrecked cars and 
garbage cans. 
Everywhere I go I see 
pictures I want to take. I 
also like skiing and 
going to the movies. 

Do you have a boyfriend? 
No. 

Little has been written 
about the contributions you 
make to charities. You don’t 
seem to be the kind of 
athlete who just lends her 
name to a cause. 

I receive thousands of 
requests, so I cannot 
rei^nd to everything. 
But helping certain 
groups is very 
important to me. In 
Leij^g [Germany] I 
donated my winner’s 
check to the junior 
tennis development 
program. When the 
crowd stood up and 
cheered for me, I was in 
tears. It was such a 
great feeling. I also was 
involved with the peace 
memorial that was built 
in Hiroshima. 1 went 
there to help 
commemorate it. I also 
work with different 
wildlife associations. If I 
am asked. I join certain 
causes in my hometown 
[ofBruhl]. 

You are very busy off the 
court. When you did the 
layout in Vogue, were you 
testing the waters, thinking 
in terms of another career? 
No. I am a tennis player 
first. Through the 
tennis I get the 



opportunity to try 
different things. I gave 
Vogue an interview and 
they wanted to take the 
pictures. The German 
press criticised me for 
doing it. They did not 
think the pictures were 
appropriate for an 
^Uete, a tennis player. 
But I had fun; I enjoyed 
it. 

With ait the chaos and 
pressures, how have you 
maintained your focus, your 
peace of mind? 

I just try to be away 
from tennis as much as 
possible. I play and try 
to leave right away. I try 
not to be around the 
circuit that much. I love 
to play tennis but I love 
it even more when I have 
time away from it. 

How much do you need 
tennis? Could you just walk 
away from it? 

I do not need tennis at 
all. I found that out last 
year. I have no problems 
continuing to play for a 
very long time, but I can 
be happy without it. I 
have goals for when the 
tennis is over. 

What do you want to do? 
(Graf just smiles and 
walksaway) • 

liWai^daw fev Andrea IsssS 








Summertime and the living's easy. 

White beaches and cool breeze. Bikinis colour the 
Mediterranean coastline. Short skirts flap on city streets. 
Designer sunglasses are slipped on. Wine cellars are running 
dry. Europe is waking up, the tennis people are in town. The 
circuit moves from Monte Carlo to Madrid to Munich to 
Hamburg to Rome to Bologna to Dusseldorf. Compressed bail 
cans whoosh open. Guts are tugged like violin strings being 
tuned. Feet slither, slip, slide across the red, brick dust called 
clay. Sweat drips. Forehands thwack. Backhands hiss. Points 
come and go like night and day. Crowds roar, murmur, jeer, 
weep. Then all at once there's no time left to practice or 
tune-up or get ready. Because it's Paris, Roland Garros, the 
French Open. It is time to find out who's the best out there. 








♦ Only thing that 1989 French 
Open champion Michael Chang 


* What McEnroe called “the 
biggest upset in the last 20 
years": Michael Chang’s 
shocking 4-6,4-6,6-3,6-3,6-3 
victory over No. 1 seeded Ivan 
Lendl at the 1989 French Open. 
« Odds against Chang when he 
won the 1989 French Open: 98 
tol. 

* What McEnroe vowed he’d do 
right after Chang won the 1989 
French Open if Chang got to the 
W^bledon final: “1 will drop 
my pants on Centre Court." 



said his parents ever forced 
him to do' Take his vitamins 

* Reason in 1989 that 
17-year-old Chang had not 
talked to superstar Jimmy 
Connors since he joined the pro 
tour: "I’m too chicken ’’ 

* How Chang once described 
himself - “Evangelist with a 
racket." 

* Stern warning that Goran 
Ivanisevic’s coach, Balazs 
Taroczy, gave him prior to his 
1990 French Open first-round 
upset victory over Boris 
Becker- "No tanking and no 
racket throwing.” 

* Average age of French Open 
women’s semifinalists in 1986: 
27 years, 5 months. 

* Average age of French Open 
women’s semifinalists in 1990: 
18 years, 5 months. 

* Number of American men 
who tried and failed to win the 
French Open between Tony 
Trabert’s 1955 conquest and 
Michael Chang’s 1989 triumph: 
494. 

* Surprise 1989 French Open 
champion Arantxa Sanchez’s 
three goals in life: “To become 
number one. to have a house on 
the beach and to meet Tom 
Cruise.” 

* The best men’s tennis players 
of the century in a poll, 
published during the 1990 
French Open by the sports 
daUy L'^uipe.byan 
international jury of former 
players, journalists and 
referees: Bjorn Borg (388 
points), Rod Laver (358) and 














McEnroe (114). 

* PimiJrand Slam tournament 
victory adiiaved with a 
wide«bodied racket: Slazenger 
Sillitmette 95 (Arantxa 
Sanchez, 1989 French Open 
singles title). 

it Number of lEngtuigcs tMt 
1989Fr«ich Open champion 
Arantxa Sanchez speaks: 6 
(Spanish, English, German, 
French, Italian and Catalan). 


ID YOU KNOW? 


^uinbdr.of medications that 
ailing and allergic Steffi Graf 
took during the 1990 French 
7 plus special Japanese 
lose drops foi^ a sinus 
londition. 

> Number times that 1972 
?tOTch Open men's doubles ^ 


champions Bob Hewitt and 
FiiW McMillan had dinner 
together during their 15-year 
partnership—excluding Davis 
Cup mam meals when they had 

* People who hdped 1983 
, FrentA Open champion 
Yannick Noah overcome health 
problems in 1989: A faith 
healer (for second-degree leg' 
bums) and a witch doctor (for 
kneepairi). 
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* Message <».Tr9hirt» adorned 
with Cyrillic lettm, that Soviet 
Natalia Zvei^va, ^be 198S 

'. Freni^ Open ruMn^, wears; 
"Prfwdom.” ' ' 

* Number of times thatChris 
Evert, a sevmi-time champion 
andl3>timemitrantet,the ’ 
French C^pen; has been to the 
LonvrerO. 

* Superstar Who sent Ivan 
Lendl a congratulatory 
telegram tfterhe won his first 
Grand Slam event, die 1984 
French Open: deck Nicklaus. 

* Score that seven4:ime French 
Open champion Chris Evert 
said that IS-year^old whiz bid , 
Jennifer Capriati woidd have 
beaten her, at ^e 13:6-0,6-0. 

* What the Paris newspaper Le ' 
Figaro called Chris Evert and 
Martina Navratilova during the 

1988 French Open; “Queens in 
distress.” 

* Women who asked Emilio i 
Sanchez to play with them in 
mixed doubles at the 1988 
French Open: Martina 
Navratilova and Pam Shriver. 

*'^at 1986 Fr^eh Open 
mixed doubles champion 
K«i Flach says ^ majored m at 
Southern IHiikas University; 
“Tennis and pizza.” 

* Per cent of questions that 

1989 Fr^ch Open doubles 
chanipitm Patrick McEnroe 
gets quring press interviews 
that he says are about his 
famous brother John; 80. 

* How die scoreboard of court 
No. I at the 1988 Frmjch Open 
spelled McEnroe; “Macenroe." ■ 

titThe “most unsympathetic 
player” (^Prix Citrimi”) in 
voting by the media at the 1989 
Ftcmch Open; i^mdre Agassi. 

* R^sonwhy L'Equijpe, the 
French Sports daily, claimed it 
.was impossible th^ Mary Joe 
.Feraande* was truly 14Wben 
^she gained the quarterfinals of 
. the FVendi Open: Because 
her (size 8) feetwere too large. 

^iii«vI977Fr«ich()pen I 

_.1 ■ 


spent die year before he wooed 
Psilicess Caroline of Monaco: 
Celibate. 





* How Ion Tiriac, Boris 
Hecker’s manager, analyses 
playing on the ultra-slow clay 
at the French Open: "You have 
to win ttte point three times. ” 

* Number of points tlmt Natalia 
Zvereva won in her 6-0,6-0 loss 
to Steffi Graf in the 1988 
French Open final: 13. 

* How Martina Navratilova lost 
the last pmnt in the singles 
finals at the 1987 French and 
Australian Opens: By 
doublefaulting. 

* Three-time French Open 
champion Ivan Lendl's two 
non-tennis sports dreams: 
Cycling in the Tour de France 
and playing goalie in a pro ice 
hockey exhibition “fora few 
minutes.” 

* Only world-class player of the 
dozen asked by NBC-TV 
commentator Bud Collins at the 


4s 


1989 French Open who knew 
that Roland Garros Stadium 
was named after a World War I 
flying ace who was shot down: 
Martina Navratilova. 

* First serve percentage of 
champion Mats Wilander in the 
1988 French Open final: 97. 

* Number of volleys that 
winner Wilander hit in the 1988 
French Open final against 
Henri Leconte: 0. 

* Total prize money that the 
French Open distributed to 
players in 1978:2 million 
francs. 

* Total prize money in 1988:22 
million francs. 

* Number of Grand Prix 
tournament titles that Mats 
Wilander had won beforelie 
^ptured the 1982 French 
TOen: 0. 








-'if 


Borg; Champion of 
champions 







COSTE 



* Cost of an official toumanumt 
seat cushion at the 19S9 
^^Imbledon: 50 pence Cabout 
$.75U.S.). 

* Cost of an official tournament 
seat cushion at the 1989 French 
Open: $8.30. 


French Open; 50 to 1. 

* Only athlete ever to havee 
street named afto: her in Pans; 


ISTORICAL TRIVIA 


* Reason the late, great 
Australian Davis Cup captain 
Harry Hopman,a legendary 
disciplinarian, once fined Rex 
Hartwig in a match at the 
French Championships: For 
smacking his buttocks. 

* Only reason that 38-year-old 
Frenchman Marcel Bernard, 
the French Championships 
winner in 1946, entered the 
men's singles event; Because 
he was stood up by his mixed 
doubles partner 

* What Don Budge and famous 
Spanish cellist Pablo Casals did 
nearly every day during the 
1938 French Championships' 
Had tea together. 

* What Casals did m Budge’s 
honor after he won the 
tournament, the second leg of 
his Grand Slam He gave a 
two-hour concert for Budge. 

* Number of balls that the 
legendary Suzanne Lenglen 
always hdd when serving. 3. 

* What eccentric Art Larsen, 
the 1954 French finalist, used 
to do when he changed sides 
during a match: He tapped his 
opponent. 

* What 89-year-old Jean 
Borotra, the 1924 and 1926 
French champion, said during a 
1984 international club match, 
was the only thing that worried 
him. ‘*The feeling that I may 
die without having played 
enou^ tmims.” 

* How 1966 P«nch Open 
champion Tony Roche, Ivan 
Lmdl's coach, compares 
today’s men’s circuit in the 
caliTOr of play to his era’s: 


*Me8sage on T-shirt worn by 
dx-tiiae French Open 
champion Bjorn Borg: "Never 
love a tennis player; to him love 
taeansnotbrng.” 

* Only player ever to beat 
six-time champion Bjorn Borg 
at the Frendi Open: Adriano 
Panatta (1973 and 1976). 

* Favorite sport of Roland 
Garros, the World War I flymg 
hero after whom the French 
named the site for its 
cdebrated national 
championship; Rugby 







* Person that Jimmy Connors 
believes has had as much 
influence on the sport of tennis 
as anyone m history Lacoste, 
inventor of the metal racket 

* How King Charles IV of 
France recovered from one of 
his recurring fits of msanity as 
be was about to set off to war m 
1399: By watching tennis 
matches from a balcony 
enclosed in heavy iron bars. 

* English traslation of 1971 
French Open champion Evcmne 
Cawley’s Aboriginal maiden 
name, Goolagong: ’’High trees 
beside cool water " 

* What the late Ted Tinling, a 
famous dress designer and 
tennis historian, thought was 
happening the first time he 
heard 1990 French champion 
Monica SCles’ loud, primordial 
grunti Somebody was being 
raped.# 






If only 

more things 

in life 
were 

Sp ectrawide. 



The ti^'idcst tyre for scooters and motorcycles. 









STATISTICS 


20 YEARS 

OF THE FRENCH OPEN 


MEN’S SINGLES 


YEAR WINNER 


1970 Jan Kodes (CZE) 

1971 Jan Kodes (CZE) 

1972 Andres Gimeno (SPA) 

1973 Hie Nastase (RUM) 

1974 Bjorn Borg (SWE) 

1975 Bjorn Borg (SWE) 

1976 Adriano Panatta (ITA) 

1977 Guillermo Vilas (ARG) 

1978 Bjorn Borg (SWE) 

1979 Bjorn Borg (SWE) 

1980 Bjorn Borg (SWE) 

1981 Bjorn Borg (SWE) 

1982 Mats Wilander (SWE) 

1983 Yannick Noah (FRA) 

1984 Ivan Lendl (CZE) 

1985 Mats Wilander (SWE) 

1986 Ivan Lendl (CZE) 

1987 Ivan Lendl (CZE) 

1988 Mats Wilander (SWE) 

1989 Michael Chang (USA) 

1990 Andres Gomez (CSE) 


RUNNER-UP 


Zelijko Franulovic (YUG) 
Hie Nastase (RUM) 
Patrick Proisy (FRA) 
Nikola Pilic (YUG) 
Manuel Orantes (SPA) 
Guillermo Vilas (APG) 
Hamid Solomon (USA) 
Brian gottfried (USA) 
Gillermo Vilas (ARG) 
Victor Pecci (PAR) 

Vitas Gerulaitis (USA) 
Ivan Lendl (CZE) 
Guillermo Vilas (ARG) 
Mats Wilander (SWE) 
John McEnroe (USA) 
Ivan Lendl (CZE) 

Michael Pemlors (SWE) 
Mats Wilander (SWE) 
Henri Leconte (FRA) 
Stefan Edberg (SWEj 
Andre Agassi (USA) 


SCORE 


6/26'4 6.'0 
8'66'2 2/6 7/5 
4/66'3 6 1 6/1 
6/3 6'3 6/0 
2'66 76/0 6'1 61 
6/2 6'3 6/4 
6/1 6 4 4-6 76 
6/0 6/36-'0 
6-16,16/3 

6- 3 6/1 6,7 6/4 
6 461 6/2 

6/1 4'66,'2 3'6 6/1 
1/6 7/66/06/'4 
6,2 7,5 7,'6 
3/62-'664 7 5 7.’5 
3/6 6/4 6'2 6'2 
6.'36'2 6-4 

7- 56 2 3/6 7 6 
7/56/2 6-1 

6.-1 3,'6 4'66.'4 6,2 



WOMEN’S SINGLES 

YEAR WINNER 

RUNNER-UP 


1970 

Marg. Smith-Court (AUS) 

Helga Neissen (FRG) 

6-'2 6/4 

1971 

Evonne Gooiagong (AUS) 

Helen Gourlay (AUS) 

6/3 7,'5 

1972 

Billy-Jean King (USA) 

Evonne Gooiagong (AUS) 

6/30/3 

1973 

Marg, Smith-Court (AUS) 

Chris Evert (USA) 

6/7 7/66/4 

1974 

Chris Evert (USA) 

Olga Morozova (USSR) 

6/1 6/2 

1975 

Chris Evert (USA) 

Martina Navratilova (CZE) 

2/66/26/1 

1976 

Sue Barker (GB) 

Renata Tomanova (CZE) 

6/20/66/2 

1977 

Mima Jausovec (YUG) 

Florenta Mihai (RUM) 

6/26/76/1 

1978 

Virginia Ruzici (RUM) 

Mima Jausovec (YUG) 

6/26/2 

1979 

Chris Evert-Lloyd (USA) 

Wendy Turnbull (AUS) 

6/26/0 

1980 

Chris Evert-Lloyd (USA) 

Virginia Ruzici (RUM) 

6/06/3 

1981 

Hana Mandlikova (CZE) 

Sylvia Hanika (FRG) 

6/26/4 

1982 

Martina Navratilova (USA) 

Andrea Jaeger (USA) 

7/66/1 

1983 

Chris Evert-Lloyd (USA) 

Mima Jausovec (YUG) 

6/1 6/2 

1984 

Martina Navratilova (USA) 

Chris Evert-Lloyd (USA) 

6/36/1 

1985 

Chris Evert-Lloyd (USA) 

Martina Navratilova (USA) 

6/36/77/5 

1986 

Chris Evert-Lloyd (USA) 

Martina Navratilova (USA) 

2/66/36/3 

1987 

Steffi Graf (FRG) 

Martina Navratilova (USA) 

6/44/68,^6 

1988 

Steffi Graf (FRG) 

Natalia Zuereva (USSR) 

6/06/0 

1989 

Arantxa Sanchez (SPA) 

Steffi Graf (FRG) 

7/63/6 7/5 

1990 

Monica Seles (YUG) 

Steffi Graf (FRG) 

7/66/4 












MEN’S DOUBLES 


WOMEN’S DOUBLES 


YEAR WINNER 

1970 Hie Nastase-lon Tiriac 

1971 Arthur Ashe-Marty Riessen 

1972 Robert Hewitl-Frew Me Millan 

1973 John Newcombe-Tom Okker 

1974 Richard Crealy-Onny Parun 

1975 Brian Gottfried-Paul Ramirez 

1976 Freddie Me Nair-Sh^rwood Steward 

1977 Brian Gottfned-Raul Ramirez 

1978 Gene Mayer-Hank Pfizter 

1979 Sundy Mayer-Gene Mayer 

1980 Victor Amaya-Hank Pfiter 

1981 Heinz Gunthardt-Balasz Taroezy 

1982 Sherwood Stewart-FerdieTaygan 

1983 Anders Jarryd-Hans Simonsson 

1984 Yannick Noah-Henri Leconte 

1985 Mark Edmonson-Kim Warwick 

1986 John Fitzgerald-Tomas Smid 

1987 Anders Jarryd-Robert Seguso 

1988 Andres Gomez-Emilio Sanchez 

1989 Jim Grabb-Patrick McEnroe 

1990 Sergio Casal- Emilio Sanchez 


YEAR WINNER 

1970 Gail Sheriff Chanirau-Franc. Durr 

1971 Gail Sheriff Chanfrau-Franc. Durr 

1972 Billie Jean King-Betty Stove 

1973 Margaret Court-Virginia Wade ! 

1974 Chris Evert-Olga Morozova 

1975 Chris Evert-Martina Navratilova 

1976 Fiorella Bonicelli-Gail Sheriff Lovera 

1977 Regina Marsikova-Pam Teeguarden 

1978 Mima Jausovec-Virginia Ruzici 

1979 Betty Stove-Wendy Turnbull 

1980 Kathy Jordan-Ann Smith 

1981 Rosalyn Fairbank-Tanya Harford 

1982 Martina Navratilova-Ann Smith i 

1983 Rosalyn Fairbank-Candy Reynolds I 

1984 Martina Navratilova-Pam Shriver 

1985 Martina Navratilova-Pam Shriver | 

1986 Martina Navratilova-Pam Shriver i 

1987 Martina Navratilova-Pam Shriver l 

1988 Martina Navratilova-Pam Shriver ; 

1989 Larisa Savchenko-Natalia Zvereva j 

1990 Jana Navotna-Helena Sukova ■ 

I 
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MIXED DOUBLES: 

YEAR WINNER 

1970 Billie Jean King-Robert Hewitt 

1971 Francoise Durr-J Claude Barclay 

1972 Evonne Goolagong-Kim Warwick 

1973 Francoise Durr-J. Claude Barclay 

1974 Martina Navratilova-lvan Molina 

1975 Fiorella Bonicelli-Tomas Koch 

1976 Ilona Kloss-Kim Warwick 

1977 Mary Carillc-John Me Enroe 

1978 Renata Tomanova-Pavel Slozil 

1979 Wendy Tumbull-Robert Hewitt 

1980 Ann Smith-VJilliam Martin 

1981 Andream Jaeger-Jimmy Arias 

1982 Wendy Turnbull-John Lloyd 

1983 Babara Jordan-EliotTelscher 

1984 Ann Smith-Dick Stockton 

1985 Martina Navratilova-Heinz Gunthardt 

1986 Kathy Jordan-Ken Flach 

1987 Pam Shriver-Emilio Sanchez 

1988 Lori Me Neil-Jorge Lozano 

1989 Manon Bollegraf-Tom Nijssen 

1990 Arantxa Sanchez-Jorge Lozano 


JUNIOR BOYS' SINGLES GIRLS' SINGLES 


YEAR WINNER 

1970 Juan Herrera (SPA) 

1971 Corrado Barrazuti (ITA) 

1972 Cnristopher Mottram (GB) 

1973 Victor Pecci (PAR) 

1974 Christophe Casa (FRA) 

1975 Christophe-Roger Vasselin (FRA) 
19/6 Heinz (Sunthardt (SWI) 

1977 John Me Enroe (USA) 

1978 Ivan Lendl (CZE) 

1979 Ramesh Krishnan (IND) 

1980 Henri Leconte (FRA) 

1981 Mats Wilander (SWE) 

1982 Tarik Benhabiles (FRA) 

1983 Stefan Edberg (SWE) 

1984 Kent CArlsson (SWE) 

1985 Jaime Yzaga (PER) 

1986 Guillermo Perez Roldan (ARG) 

1987 Guillermo Perez Roldan (ARG) 

1988 Nicolas Pereira (VEN) 

1989 Fabrice Santoro (FRA) 

1990 Andrea Gaudenzi (ITA) 


YEAR WINNER 

1970 V. Burton (GB) 

1971 Elna Granatourova (USSR) 

1972 Renata Tomanova (CZE) 

1973 Mima Jausovec (TUG) 

1974 Mariana Simionescu (RUM) 

1975 Regina Marsikova (CZE) 

1976 Michele Tyler (GB) 

1977 Ann Smith (USA) 

1978 Hana Mandilikova (CZE) 

1979 Lena Sandin (SWE) 

1980 Kathy Horvath (USA) 

1981 Bonnie Gadusek (USA) 

1982 Manuela Maleeva (BUL) 

1983 Pascale Paradis (FRA) 

1984 Gabrieta Sabatini (ARG) 

1985 Laura Garrone (ITA) 

1986 Patricia Tarabini (ARG) 

1987 Natalia Zvereva (USSR) 

1988 Nulie Halard (FRA) 

1989 Jennifer Capriati (USA) 

1990 Magdalena Maleeva (BUL) 


21 









TITLE RECORDS: 
192S-1990 


MOST TITLES ALL EVENTS INCLUDED 

(SIN6LES AND DOUBLES) 


• Men 

9 Henri Cochet 
(1926-1932): 

4 singles 

3 doubles 

2 mixed 

• Ladies 

13. Margaret 

Smith-Court 

(1962-1973) 

5 singles 

4 double 

4 mixed 

8. JeanBorotra 
(1925-1934). 

1 single 

5 doubles 

2 mixed 

11 Martina Navratilova 
(1974-1988) 

2 singles 

7 double 

2 mixed 

8. Roy 

Emerson 

(1960-67). 

2 singles 

6 doubles 

10 Dons Hart 
(1948-1953). 

2 singles 

3 double 

3 mixed 


1 



MOST SINBLES TITLES 

i 

1 

1 

1 

• Men * Ladies 

6. Biorn Borg (1974-75-78- 
79-80-81) 7 Chris Evert (1974-75- 

4 Henri Cochet (1926-28- 79-80-83-85-861 

30-32) 5 Margaret Smith-Court 

3 Reb Lacoste (1925-27- (1962-64-69-70-73) 

29) 4 Helen Wills-Moody 

3. Mats Wilander (1982-85- (1928-29-30-32) 

88) 3 Hilde Sperling (1935- 

3, Ivan Lendl (1984-86-87) 36-37) 


MOST CONSECUTIVE SINBLES TITLES 


• Men • Ladies 

4 Bjorn Borg (1978-81) 

3. Helen Wills-Moody- 
(1928-30) 

3. Hilde Sperling (1935- 
37) 

___ . ^ .- .- - 
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WINNERS OF SINBLES, DOUBLES AND 
MIXED DOUBLES THIS SAME YEAR: 


• Men 

No male player ever won* 

the three titles the Lenglen 

vpar (FRA)—twice: 

^ 1925 and 1926 

Simone Mathieu 
(FRA)—Once. 

1938 

Doris Hart (USA)— 

Once 

1952 

Maureen Connolly 
(USA)—Once: 

1954 

Margaret Smith-Court 
(AUS)—Once: 

1964 


WINNERS OF JUNIOR AND SENIOR TITLES 


(singles); 

• Men 

Ken Rosewali (AUS) Junior 
1952 Senior 1953 and 
1968 

Roy Emerson (AUS) Junior 
1954 Senior 1963 and 
1967 

Andres Gimeno (SPA) 
Junior 1955 Senior 1972 
Mats Wilander (SWE) 
Junior 1981 Senior 1982, 
1985 and 1988 
Ivan Lendl (CZE) Junior 
1978 Senior 1984, 1986 
and 1987 


• Ladies 

riancoise Durr (FRA) 
Junior 1960 Senior 
1967 

Mima Jausovec (YUG) 
Junior 1973 Senior 
"977 

Hana Mandilikova 
(CZE) Jun 1978 Senior 
1981 


LONSEVITY RECORDS (Champions with the 
greatest number 

of years between first and last titles) 

• Men's singles: Ken Rosewall: 15 years (first title 
in 1953, last in 1968) 

• Ladies' singles: Chns Evert. 12 years (first title in 
1974, last in 1986) 

• Men’s doubles: Ken Rosewall. 15 years (first title 
in 1953, last in 1968). 

• Ladies' doubles : Martina Navratilova: 13 years: 
first title in 1975, last in 1988. 

• Mixed doubles: Martina Navratilova: 11 years 
(first title in 1974, last in 1985). 

• All events included (singles, doubles and 
mixed) 

• Men: Ken Rosewall-15 years (1953-1968) 

• Ladies: Martina Navratilova: 14 years 
(1974-1988). 
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MOST DOUBLES TITLE-WEN AND UDIES 
(iiirteaffl) 

• Men 

3. Jacques Brugnon-Henri* LailMs 
Cochel (1927-30-32) 4. Shirley Fry-Dons Hart 

(1950-51-52-53: 

4 Martina Navratilova- 
Pam Shriver (1984- 
__ 85-87-88) 

MOST CONSECUTWE OOUBIES UTIES 
MEH AMD UDIES _ 

(by teams) 

• Men 

2. Ken Me Gregor-Franck* Ladies 
Sedgman (1951-52) 4. Shirley Fry-Dons Hart 

2. Vic Seixas-Tony Trabert (1950-53) 

(1954-55) 3. Simone Mathicu- 

Adeline M Yorke 
_ (1936-38) 

MOST DOUBLES TITLES-MEN AND UDIES 


MOST DOUBLES TITLES- 
(byplayer) 

• Men 

6. Roy Emerson (1960-61-• 
62-63-64-65) 7 

5. Jean Borotra (1925-28- 
29-34-36) 

5 Jacques Brugnon(1927-6 
28-30-32-34) 


Ladles 

Martina Navratilova 
(1975-82-84-85-86- 
87-88) 

Simone Mathieu 
(1933-34-36-37-38- 
391 

Dons Hart (1948-50- 
51-52-53) 

Francoise Durr 
(1967-68-69-70-71) 






•r 


doubles TITLES 

MEN AND UDIES 


• Ladies 

I 

5. Francoise Dun 
(1967-71) 

5. Martina Navratilova 
(1984-88) 


6, Roy Emerson (1960-65) 


MOST MIXED DOUBLES TITLES 
(Ufteaml 

3 Margaret Smith-Ken Fletcher (1963-64-65) 
3. Francoise Durr-Jean-Claude Barclay 
(1968-71-73) ^ 

MOST MIXED DOUBLES TITLES 

1.M_% ■ ■■ ~ 


• Men 

3. Ken Fletcher (1963-64-* LadieS 
65) 4, Margaret Smith-Court 

3. Jean-Claude Barclay (1963-64-65-69) 
(1968-71-73) 






THE SPORTSWORLD 
WIMBLEDON ’91 
PREDICTION CONTEST 

All you have to do is tick which you think is the correct answer to the 
five questions below, fill in the coupon and send in your entry 


The questions 


1. Will Becker and Edberg clash In the finals again this year? 

□ Yes 

□ No 

2. Will Martina Navratilova win a tenth singles title? 

□ Yes 

□ No 

3. Will Ivan Lendl win his first Wimbledon title? 

□ Yes 

□ No 

4. How far will Steffi Graf get? 

□ Win the title 

□ Lose in finals 

□ Lose in semi finals 

□ Lose before semi finals 

5. Who will win the men’s title? 

□ Edberg 


The Buies 
All entries must 

1. besenttoSportsworld- 
Wimbledon Contest, 

6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, 
Calcutta 700001. 

2. reach us before June 22nd. 

3. be accompanied by a coupon. 
Any entry without a coupon will 
be invalid. 

The Editor's decision is final. 




□ Becker 

□ Lendl 

□ Someone else 


THE SPORTSWORLD-WIMBLEOON PREDICTION 
CONTEST 

6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700001 

Name:_ 


Full Address: 













QUESTION S 

I Saddlebi'ook. 

, north of 

; Tampa. Florida is 
i the sight of which 
i famous tennis 
, institution‘s 

2 Who has been 
. named “Tennis 
; Magazine 1990's. 

I Comeback Player- of 
i t lie Year's 

3 Who is the 
, first woman to 
! be vice president of 
; the All England 
Lawn Tennis and 
I Croquet Club? 

4 “The only 
, certainties 
about 1991 18 that 
there are no 
certainties". Who 
I said this? 

5 The 

. Australian 
Open is played not 
on grass but a 
synthetic surface. 
What is it known 
as? 

6 Who are the 
, first players in 
history to cross $ 

10 million in prize 
money earnings? 

7 In French 
, tennis terms, 
“Break Point” is 
“Balle de breche” 
then what is “Tie 
Breaker”? 

8 Who is the 
, author of 
“Being Myself’? 


ANSWERS 


1. Harry Hopman Tennis School. 

2. Thomas Muster. 

3. Former Wimbledon Champion Kitty Godfree 

4. Pam Shriver, 

5. Rebound Ace at Flinders Park. 

6. Martina Navratilova and Ivan Lendl. 

7. ‘‘Jeu deasion.” 

6. Martina Navratilova. 

9. Jimmy Connors, 1974. 

10. Horseshoes. 

11. Asif Ismail. 

12. Fred Perry of Britain. 

13. Brazilian player Carlos Kirmayr 

14. The International Tennis Federation (ITFj. 

1 b. Stefan Edberg. 

16. Ballgirls. 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN 
COMPILED BY: 

MISS. SUNITA 60G0I 
C/0 Mr G.C. GOGOI 
OLD AMOLAPAHY 
P.O. SIBSAGAR 
ASSAM 785 640. 


All answers sent in by the contributor 


wintheU.S Open | 
on grass? j 

-4 ^ Recently j 
JL v/ . when I 
Andre Agassi. | 
John McEnroe and ! 
Tim Mayotte visited | 
the American i 

President, what ! 
game did they I 
play? ■ ; 

1 -4 Who is ; 

X .currently j 
the National Hard : 
Court tennis I 

champion? 

12 , delicately | 
cast bronze statue i 
was put on a pedestal j 
in the elegant i 

ground s of the All i 
England Club. ' 
Whose statue is i 
it? -4 Q Who j 
X O . replaced 
Angel Giininez as ; 
Sabatini's coach? | 
•4 A The ATP j 
X ^ . runs the j 
pro-circuit but who i 
runs the Davis Cup j 
team competition? 

■4 cr "Its good 
X O . to get a feel 
of No. 1 but it’s kind 
of shppery here.’’ 
Who said it? 

■4 r\ 1977 was 
1D. the 
Centenary year of 
Wimbledon. What 
was introduced in 
that year to keep 
feminists happy? 
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I N the world of sport, an obsession ean be a boy's fantasy, and sunt hun io be ftluiated jn 

dangerous thing. An athlete exists on the edge, England, where he would lx; exposed to the highest 
where the veneer separating greatness from calibre of both aeadoinies and ten nis Iinrn(>diatt,ly 

obscurity is paper thin, the slightest lapse in upon arrival, Lacoste ehn.sf to apply lii.s tivinendous 

concentration spells disaster There he must powers of eoncent ration to tlu- Inttei A highly 

not only survive, but excel Obsessions, in the skilled observer, lie began notu.'ing lbuig.s on the 
clinical sense, simply are not part of that picture court which, until that t inn;, had never really been 

They cripple perspective and erode one's sense of described or understood P ■ inai veiled at the 

reality. Playing like a man possessed is one thing. corrsiatency with wlnoh the .'.•pi'cd spin and 

carrying an obsession into battle is quite another. trajectoi'y of eertain shoot s ( on Id be (aleulated for 

Over the last century thousands of nameless, certain playei-s in certain sit uaiion.s, and bow- 

faceless players have come up .short on their careers introducing specific vaj-iabJe.s could alter slioi.s with 

for one reason; the dominant force in their tennis equal predict ability String ten.sion ei 'urt 

was something other than tennis Therehave, conditions, jilaycr tendencies - evcrvlhing it 

however, been a handful of individuals who not only seemed, could be m.ipt'ed out and explained By the 

overcame their obsessions, but actually used them to time he returned to Prance at th(' age of 17, Lacoste 

their advantage when they stopped onto the court w'as hojx’ki.ssly obsc.s.sfx! with tlie ganie And ready 

They are part of what makes the game so to play 

fascinating and complex Against topflight competition, L.-ic(),ste found that 

Ills pliy.sical limitations w<,‘i-c moi-c of an obstacle 
than lie had originally t hougbt JIis strokf's were 
adeciuate. as was his net play, hut ins strategy ol 
outlasting harder-bitting o])ponent,.s did not hold up 
past the early i-ounds He realized that tlie primai-y 
.skills he brought to the court were pu rely 
intellectual, and that only by further enhaiieing his 
understanding of tennis would he be able to acquire 
aclianipioii's gilt Quietly acceptuig that be w^ould 
never blow anyone off the c;ourl. 1 laeoste delved even 
deeper in to the inner ganu- 
He filled notebook aftci- notelK,ok with 
observations about his opponents, trying to divine 
the secrets that would swing the odds in his favour. 
He approached the nuances of tennis like an 
engineer, dividing the court into a senes of complex 
grids, dutifully recording his theories and applying 
technical explanations to every facet of the game. lie 
was easy to spot in those early days Sitting up in 
the stands under sevoi al la,ver.s c)f sweaters and 
scarves, Lacoste w'ould fix his gaze upon one player 
during a point w'hile all tfie othei- spectators 
followed the ball back and forth. Some considered 
him pensive. Others just thought he was strange. 


NE LACOSTE 


A IjTHOUGH some have won in spite of then- 

obsessions, others could not have won without 
them One such playei’ was the most famous of 
France's “Four Musketeers," Rene Laeoste Of 
those players who managed to mould their 
obsessions into championship careers, most wei-e 
talented enough to have won anyway- they had the 
tools to begin with. But. that explanation fails to 
account for the success of Rene Lacoste, who led 
French tennis out of the Dark Ages during the 
1920’s. Lacoste, the son of a powerful industrialist, 
was not unlike other l<’rench boys of wealth and 
privilege in that he dreamed of becoming a tennis 
star. But he was an unlikely candidate. In terms of 
physique, Laeoste w’as thin and wiry, frail by 
today's staridai-ds. and as a teenager he was often in 
ill health He had. in the parlance of the era. a 
delicate constitution. 

Neve^heloss. his father decided to indulge the 
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As a budding star in Czechoslovakia, the most 
progressive, free-thinking country in Eastern 
Europe, Navratilova must have felt she could 
accomplish anything. The year was 1968. 

That summer, Russian tanks rolled into Prague 
and Navratilova’s life changed forever. Her 
country lost its soul • the creativity and initiative 
that had distinguished it from other nations in the 
Soviet bloc was gone. Gone too was Parma, who 
defected while on vacation in Austria. On the verge 
of losing something she had sacrificed so much to 
achieve. Navratilova recognised a radical change 
would have to be made. As she put it some years 
later: “For someone with a skill, a career, an 
aspiration, there was only one thing to do—get out. ’’ 
It would mean closing the door on friends, family 
and country, it would also mean starting from 
scratch in unfamiliai’ and frightening territory. 

I T took five years of work and dedication for 
Navratilova to become good enough to join the 
women’s tour. When she finally did “get out” in 
1973, she became an instant favourite among the 
players. She had a great sense of humour, an 
admirable command of English and a genuine lust 
for life. She also developed a taste foi- the excesses of 
capitalism, as witnessed by the 25 pounds she 
gained in her first few months as a pro. At 25, with 
her career at a low ebb during what should have 
been her prime, Navratilova hit rock bottom on 
Amelia Island. There Evert ran her off the court in a 
matter of minutes, 6-0, 6-0. In essenc-e. it was the 
second time that Navratilova’s future in tennis was 
m danger, but this time it was purely her own 
doing. 

In the stands that day was Nancy Lieberman, a 
legendary college basketball star. Appalled at 
Navratilova s performance, Lieberman introduced 
herself after the match and told Navratilova quite 
candidly that she was squandering a potential Hall 
of Fame career. Lieberman offered to help her get 
back on track. Perhaps for the first time, 

Navratilova began to see the sand running through 
the hourglass. She suddenly and inexplicably 
accepted. Thus began the most remarkable physical 
makeover in the annals of the game. 


I F the new NsOTatilova was indeed at war with her 
former self, she undoubtedly found the old one a 
formidable enemy. Known to loathe anything more 
than perfunctory practice, she trained like a woman 
possessed. Six, seven, eight hours a day of gruelling 
^ ---^-:-:— 
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The contours of Martina’s body and 
game have been so solid for so 
long now thaf it is difficult to i 
recall exactly who she used 
to be. To compare protographs L 
of her from the ’70s(right) andj 
the ’808 is like looking r 
at two different people 





exercises She worked with weights, ran sprints and 
logged mile after mile of torturous roadwork 
Nutntiomst Robert Haas was added to the team, and 
he immediately put Navratilova on a low-faf 
high-carbohydrate diet He was also enlisted as aji 
advance scout, charting the strengths and 
weaknesses of the other players and then running 
them through a computer already programmed 
with Navratilova’s own tendencies The final piece of 
the puzzle was Renee Richards, who was hired to 
sharpen Navratilova's left-handed game Richards 
was the first coach she had had m nearly a decade 
But It was the obsession with her body that 
defined who and what Navratilova would eventually 
become To compare photographs of her from the 
1970 s and the 1980's is like looking at two different 
people Navratilova accelerated the process by 
completely immersing herself in the programme 
Her entire focus changed She started to pass up 
certain tournaments in favour of worknig out a 
decision that had a lot of people who remembered 
the old Martina shaking their heads No longer was 
the next match the most important thing in her 
career If anything, it presented hei with a 
laboratory envii onment in which she could evaluate 
her progress on the way to becoming the total fcnriis 
package she aspired to be 
Although Navratilova was largely unchalleged on 
the women's tour during the 1980’s, she did face a 
whole new set of personal challenges Her new body 
rather than drawing praise and admiration from 
opponents, fans and the press, exposed her to an 
unexpected wave of criticism “She’s too good ' ‘The 
women’s game is a bore” “She looks like a guy ’ The 
old Navratilova would have undoubtedly crumbled, 

‘ but not the new one She intensified her workouts, 
building even more muscle and further sharpening 
her competitive advantage She was comfortable 
with her own idea of what a player should be, and 
confident enough not to let the personal attacks 
detract from her concentration So committed was 
she to the programme that her game did not suffer a 
bit Her obsession with becoming the perfect athlete 
simply would not allow it 


WANJUSNDL 


concerned His career has practically become 
synonymous with the word Much like Lacoste, 
lindl made himself into a machine, the difference 
being that while the Frenchman concentrated on 
matters technical Lendl focused on the physical and 
psychological aspects of his game And like 
Navratilova he played his way out from behind the 
Iron Curtain only to find that it took more than a 
good forehand to find fulfillment on the 
professional toui 

When Lendl joined the men s c iicuit in 1978, he 
brought with him a solid but unspectacular game 
He was awkward at times, suffered fiom lapses of 
concentration and tended to tire at critical stages of 
a match By his own admission he was a bit lazy, and 
he fell prey to a curious malady that as he describes 
it affects many Eastern Europeans-he became 
depiessed and gave uj) when things went against 
him 

In 1979 Lendl began working with countryman 
Wojtek Fibdk, whose avowed mission was to 
transfoi m his new char ge into a bionic man Fibak 
convinced IiCndl to sciap his slue backhandm 
Idvoiu of a topspin shot tried to add a little touch to 
his net game and worked to strengthen his serve 
Back in Czechoslovakia Lendl had grown up in a 
highly disciplined household within a highly 
disciplined c^ountry Fibak scxin found that Lendl 
was comfortable with a high level of 
regimen tation-he craved it in fact-and responded 
fabulously soaking up his mentor s wisdom like a 
sponge and going on to a No 3 world ranking 
Within two years 

Lendl remained at No 2 or No 3 from 1981 
through 1985, winning 36 events But with the 
exception of the Masters in New York, he 
consistently came up empty in major tournament 
play, earmng a reputation as a choke artist He was 
always there-playing well until the semis or the 
fmals-but couldn’t quite get over the hump Being 
the proverbial bridesmaid was not easy, but Lendl 
refused to fade back into the pack, in large part beca¬ 
use of his love of discipline He practiced incessantly, 
honing his skills and perfecting his game He took 
naps on schedule, phoned his parents at the same 


I N the case of Marlins Navratilova, the roots of 
her obsession are ambiguous Even she has 
difficulty putting her finger on what caused her 
dramatic rededication to the game But there are 
no mystenes where her fellow Czech Ivan Lendl is 


time every day and demanded constant updates on 
his business affairs and social calendar He 
desperately wanted to become the No i player, yet 
there was something holding him back Ivan Lendl 
had not, however, yet crossed the perUious threshold 
between compulsion and obsession 
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A t about the same time, Lendl ran into Alexis 
Castori, a former player who had pursued a 
career in psychology, and who had done extensive 
work in the area of mind control. Lendl, whose 
obsession with his body had pushed his fitness level 
to its ab.solute peak, was now interested in do'ing the 
same for his mind. Castori acceptei'l the challenge 
and went to work. Anything Castori suggested, 
Lendl tried. To keep him focused during long 
matches, for instance, Castori made him look at 
basic household objects and then describe each one 
for five minutes. She also had Lendl observe and 
describe what he himself was doing—a kind of 
out-of-body experience designed to help him rise 
above the anxious moments that had often proved 
his undoing during tight confrontations. Armed 
with new mental exercises, Lendl went at them in 
the same way he did physical ones, setting aside 
certain times when he could devote his complete 
attention to them. He and Castori then tried to create 
little concentration-focusers that would work 
within his on-court regimen, most noticeably the 
ritual tightening of his racquet strings and the 
pocketful of sawdust he fiddles with between points. 

That September. Lendl won his first U.S. Open 
with a straight-set victory over the declining John 
McEnroe, and finally made it to No. 1. There he 
remained for four of the next five years. Through it 
all he remained the most highly focused and 
dangerous player in the game. The press has been 
talking about his age and desire lately, but to hear 
the other players tell it, no man on the tour is more 
feared than Lendl. The feeling is that he will remain 
so at least until he captures the one tournament that 
has eluded him, Wimbledon. 


BILLIE JEAN KfJSfG 


S OME obsessions, at first glance at least, have 
little or nothing to do with achieving 
greatness on the courts. They are highly 
personal forces that simply end up affecting 
an athlete’s play. Under normal circumstances, 
such obsessions prove to be overwhelming 
distractions, robbing players of concentration, and 
thus gradually cooling their competitive fires. 
Indeed, history has chronicled many who have been 
undone by obsessions that lay outside their 
respective games. In that light, the 
ac!!iDrQ|)lishments of BUlie Jean King are truly 



Much like Lacoste, Lendl made himself into a 
machine except his focus was more on the 
physical and the psychological aspects of the 
game 

remarkable, for the scope of her obsession 
transcended her own career and embraced the entire 


women’s game. 

When Billie Jean Moffitt joined the tour in 1959, 
women’s tennis was little more than a sporting 
afterthought. Coverage of the ladies was just as apt 
to turn up on the society page as it was in the sports 
section. This struck the 16-year-old Californian as a 
grave injustice, for during that first year, any 
illusions she might have harboured about living a life 
of esse as a tennis star were erased by a string of 










defeats on eastern grass. Contrary to popular belief, 
women’s tennis was not about sipping mint juleps 
on the veranda, and it wasn’t about swanky cocktail 
parties. It was tough. Tough like Billie Jean. 


B y 1968, King felt the only barometer of equality 
that remained was money. And rightly so. The 
top players on the men’s side had traditionally left 
the amateur ranks to join the pro tour, where they 
were openly compensated for their troubles. Those 
who stuck it out on the tour received large 
under-the-table payments. The women had no such 
options. There was little point, however, in trying to 
organise a women's pro tour, nor could any players 
besides herself expect to command much in illegal 
compensation. But there were changes on the 
horizon. 

In the spring of 1968, Open tennis arrived. But 
men owned and ran the game, a reality that was 
reflected in the ratio of tournament prizes 
earmarked for the women. At fii-st. men received 
three to five times as much, but by 1970 that figure 
had more than doubled. The thinking was that 
anyone on the men’s tour could beat the top female 
player, so they were entitled to the lion’s share of the 
money. 

The straw that broke the camel’s back was the 
1970 Pacific Southwest Championships, where 
promoter Jack Kramer offered the men’s winner 
$12,500 and the women’s only $1,500. King was 
livid. She approached Gladys Heldman, publisher of 
World Tennis, to discuss the idea of boycotting 
Kramer’s tournament. Heldman went one better and 
organised a competing event in Houston. King and 
seven others signed on, risking expulsion from the 
USLTA. It was a gutsy move, but one that proved a 
definite turning point in King’s cause. Heldman put 
up $5,000 in prize money, and induced Joseph 
Cullman of Phillip Morris to kick in $2,500 more for 
the right to sponsor the event, which was a natural 
for the new 'Virginia Slims cigarettes, whose sloagn 
was: “You’ve Come a Long Way, Baby. ’’ 

The USLTA was starting to worry, and Stan 
Malles, head of the scheduling committee, called 
King with a compromise. If the women played .an 
“amateur” tournament in Houston and divvied up 
the $7,500 under the table, they could stay in the 
good graces of the USLTA .King turned him down. 
When the tournament went ahead as planned, the 
press ignored Kramer’s event and headed down to 
the Houston Racquet Club. The following day the 


women were front-page news. The players were 
then formally suspended, which made even bigger 
news. Phillip Morris, thrilled at the publicity 
Virginia Slims was receiving as a result of the 
commotion, offered to sponsor more events—and 
the women’s professional tour was born, thanks to 
the obsession of King. 

Had King been operating from outside the 
game—as a lawyer, for example—the sweeping 
changes she initiated would still be considered a 
monumental accomplishment. That she made 
things happen while playing top level tennis, 
however, is truly fantastic—Billie Jean King was a 
phenomenon of the highest order. But what is often 
ignored is that her political goals were 
unquestionably the driving force behind her 
spectacular play. Could one have existed without the 
other? Were it not for her most admirable obsession, 
King might not have enjoyed the career that she did. 
Certainly women’s tennis would still be limping 
along, forever a sideshow for the men’s events. 


H ad Rene Lacoste not become consumed by the 
inner game, there would have only been three 
Musketeers. Had Martina Navratilova never 
tasted the sweetness of being No. 1, had Ivan 
Lendl achieved that position early in his career, they 
would not have embarked on their metamorphic 
odysseys. And had Billie Jean King found 
conditions acceptable on the women’s tour, it is 
doubtful that her name would have graced the 39 
Grand Slam trophies it did. Only the shared ability 
to channel the hyperfoeus of their obsessions 
enabled them to accomplish what they did. 

What are the lessons to be learned from the 
success of tnose players who harnessed obsessions 
and were able to turn in brilliant careers? Perhaps it 
is that an obsession is like an earthquake -its 
effects are totally unforeseeable, and there is 
nothing one can do about it once it starts. Yet, 
despite a seeming incompatibility with tennis, 
obsessions have long played an important role in its 
hallowed history. For a few of the greats, they are 
road maps to victory. For the rest, they are 
intriguing reminders of the unpredictability of the 
game. • 


BY MARK STEWART 
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Paul Fein analyses 
the state of 
uncertainty in 
women’s tennis, 
the new playei-s to| 
watch for at this 
year’s French 
Open and fancies 
Gabriela Sabatini 
to win the event 


Even though Mary Joe 
Fernandez has been 
keeping indifferent fort] 
she could still spring ; 
surprise at the Frenchl 
Open 
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B efore you went into a 
tournament, and it was, 
WhoMI play Graf in the 
inals?' Before that it was 
Who’ll play Martina in the 
inals?’Now it’s open. 
Anybody can heat anybody 
m any given day. It’s 
[reat....Mary Joe Fernandez 


HE “new world order” in 
women’s tennis means 
exciting unpredictability, 
rising stars and riveting 
matches. 

As world No. 5 Mary Joe 
Fernandez notes, “Before you 
went into a tournament and it 
was, ‘Who’ll play Graf in the 
finals?’ Before that, it was ‘Who’ll 
play Martina in the finals?’ Now 
it’s open. Anybody can beat 
anybody on any given day. It’s 
great.” 

The growing list of marquee 
players today features new and 
youngest-ever No. 1 Monica Seles, 
erstwhile queen but 
now-struggling Steffi Graf, 
always formidable Martina 
Navratilova and gorgeous and in 
formGabrielaSabatini. Not far 
behind are much-improved Jana 
Novotna, consistent contender 
Mary Joe Fernandez, tenacious 
competitor Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and teen sweetheart 
Jennifer Capriati. 

Conventional wisdom makes 
17-year - old Seles the favourite to 
win the French Open. After all, 
the smiling Yugoslav with the 
ferocious double-fisted 
groundstrokes bumped off Graf 
7-6, 6-4 in the 1990 French final 
and also captured the Lipton 
International, Italian Open. 
Virginia Slims Championships 
and Australian Open during the 
past 12 months. 

You can throw out conventional 
wisdom this time. Gaby will grab 
her first French title because—let 
her tell you—“I’m a much better 
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player since I learned how’ to I 

think. Winning at the (1990) U.S. 
Open gave me so many things that 
I learned, and I feel very good with 
my new coach. Carlos Kirmayr. 
There are many reasons I feel 
much better ” 

Kirmayr skilfully turned ! 

Sabatini’s stagnating, looping i 
baseline game into a dynamic j 
netrushmg. multi-dimensional ; 
offensi ve that unleashed her i 

graceful athleticism. When Gaby | 
crows, “I'm probably the most j 
complete player.” she’s probably | 
right. I 

Sabatini was also rejuvenated by i 
sports psychologist Jim Loehr j 
who instilled positive thinking j 
and a newfound passion No : 

longer introverted and somewhat j 
lethargic, she radiates confidence | 
and reveals, “Tm having more fun j 
than ever.” 

In head-to-head matches, 

Sabatini has knocked off Graf, her 
former nemesis, five straight 
times after losing the first 11. 
Although Seles outlasted her in 
the high-calibre, five-set Virginia 
Slims final back in November the 
Argentine got her revenge at the 













I N head-to-head matches, 
Sabatini has knocked off 
Graf, her former namesis, 
five straight times after 
losing the first 11. Although 
Seles outlasted her in the 
high-caliber, five set 
Virginia Slims final way 
back in November, the 
Argentine got her revenge at 
the Italian Open last week. 
And Sabatim’s versatile 
shotmaking will exploit 
Seles' major weaknesses at 
Stade Roland Garros. 


that haunted her in 1990, but her 
results—twice a quai terfinalist 
and once a finalist in three 1990 
tournaments -form, confidence 
and vulnerable backhand have 
markedly declined. 
Sanchez-Vicario, the surprise 
1989 champ, and Australian Open 
finalist Novotna, who upset 
Sabatini in Paris last spring, 
could reach the final. Fernandez 
continues to be dogged by 
injuries, while Capriati, barely 15, 
still lacks big-match experience 
and clever strategy to get past the 
semis. Navratilova, 34. is 
skipping the French again to 
prepare for a record 10th 
Wimbledon crown. 

Look for 16-year-old Americaji 
Mary Pierce, 16-year-old 
Bulgarian Maggie Maleeva, 
18-year-old Argentine Christina 
Tesi and Belgium’s 19-year - old 
Sabine Appelmans to pull big 
upsets. • 


Jana Novotna with her 
vastly improved form will 
always be close 
behind the top 
contenders and will 
surely pose a threat to 
them 


ItalianOpenlast week. Sabatini's 
versatile shotmaking will exploit 
Seles’ major weaknesses at Stade 
Roland Garros. As Seles candidly 
admits, “My serve is really very 
bad. I can win a lot more matches 
if I could serve and volley better. 
And I don’t know how to lob.” 

Graf may have recovered from 
the health and family problems 


D ONTmissthe’91 
French Open. As 
Sabatini says, “It’s going to 
bean exciting year, this 
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i^)aTed.‘thooewsre 
fk^ffooddi^ Ab, 

' wheixiteimd 
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NiiOQiUiPistmigt^ . 
JuB hattndc of wms 
and than stood thara 
wdapuajirtiU 
Aabtuigolitrant 
round the net to 
Oonaolehlm Of 
oourse nearly the 
same thins 
happened 24 years 
later, when dhna 
Evert Uoyd beat 
Martina Navratilova 
0-3,6-7,7-5 Let roe 
read to you what my 
old friend Frank 
Deford wrote about 
that 

fleertlikqnd’s 
backhand down the 
Unawaaaknlfe 
cettins the only 
•Uwr on thiMt aide of 
the court that 
Navrattlova had left 
uncovered. 
Navratilova paueed, 
let the air out of hor 
luagaandcaine 
round the net to 
hug her ocroqueror. 
Now then, imagine 

fhewi ■lip.lringp 

formally at the net 
in Akron in 1978 
when one of them 
waeafirilly, 
18-year>Qld prtnoeaa 
from Horida and 
theothera 
wlde-eyad bntterball 
from Prague. 
Imagine that. 
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LMverinlBse.on 
ihsjGtatleg^ofhia 
4lnod Slajai being 
JbatOh paint down to 
Martin MiUligan 
But Rosewall. }D(At 
wbathedld 
less i^d tjaen came 
back 16 years later 
in 1968 to win 
again Those fellows 
played tssmls, son. 
all angles and pace 
and attack and 
defense They used 
to say that on the 
slow, red bnck dust 
you had to win the 
point three tunes to 
actually win it ” 

“Yes. but 

Agaasi 

Then the bloody 
Buropeans spoilt 
It”, oontinued Uncle 
St^ey, 
unpeturbed 
"Topspmwith 
extreme grips on 
sith«r mde, oould 
keep a rally going 
Dot bloody days No 
wonder the Tanks, 
all bang and boom 
hadnoohanoe And 
Borg. I aa^ what a 
lidlow Just because 
they seeded him No 
1 sue tunes didn’t 
mean he had to wm 
it SIX times But 
then his whole 
family was 
superstitious ” 

“How do you 
know” 

‘Tt's written m 
Borg’s book, young 
fool This IS what he 
wrote 
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"Hql}”, liBllbwed t|» 0^4 man. “Of 
&mrae onoe Borg> Waa oyer, felkm 
Swede, Wilander tbok ov^rJPdnh^ohij^ 
xeaUy, buttiuiteaspc^! to 

onntotcbpator ' ■■■■'’ " 

he gave >"'" 

Clercthb' 
pototbBOB^lie 
thou^llt a.raJU vreji 
wrong. Such grace 
Is unfortunately. 
frowned u}xto to 
this era. more's toe 
pity. Though to ..., 

Michael Chang toe 
^)izit does live on to 
some measure. 

What a masterful 
match he played 
against Lendl to 
1988..1 rememher 
the late Ted Ttoltog 
saying. The kid 
pitted like achamp. 

And the champ 
played like a kid’. 

Howtnje" 

“But they say 
Chang has no 
weapons”, I 
interrupt^. 

"True, true. But 
at the Fiench 
tenacity coimts, 
intelligence counts, 
and moreover what 
form does anyone 
else have to show. 

Chang himself says, 

'I never count 
myself out’and I 
agree with him” 

“You cant count 
Lendl out too”, I 
asserted. 

"Not a chance". 

"What?” 
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“Losing to unknowns like that Eiu» 
Ferrari last week...” , 

“It was Renzo Furlan, Uncle Stan” 
“Same thing. Same ttxing. He skipped 
the clsy season last year and at 31 his 
powers of adaptability have diminished. 
He’ll do better at the French, but I think 
the days of Lendl the champion, the 
consistent champion are fading very 
quickly. He’s in trouble.” 


The man is talking in riddles again. 

“In 1984 he lost in the finals to Lendl 
6-3, e-3,4-6,5-7,5-7, and how vital that 
match was, is bert explainedhy Richard 
Evans his biographer: 

If someone had handed MoBzurae a 
gun, he may well have shot hlsuelf. Of 
all toe defeats I have sem him auttSr I 
have never seen him 80 oruahed. ao 
numUngly, heartrendlngly diaappointed 
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And what tormented his thoughts In the 
hours and di^ that fidlowed was the 
oonvlotlon that he was good enough to 
have joined that company. He had proved 
It In everything but the final deed. Had 
Lendl beaten him In straight seta, 
lIoEnroe would have said "Too good’and 
gone away to work on his game. But the 
pain involved here was much greater 
than that. This was agcmy. 


dot om plxmiit. boitwdi fast and alow 
oouxts. AtthrFrenoh, Bedcaraad 
Edimrg are walklngnn.soinsons 
staffs turf. 
Taketibiktms 
statistiartllliast 
ysarthejr career 
records at day 
toxirdUDents wen 
Bedcer p tor 26 and 
Edberg 1 for 23. 
Thafsss impressive 
asBcm Quayle’s 
popularity rating". 

"(ynmn Uncle 
Stanley, heat you’ll 
say Bamprasand 
Ivaniaevlo havcm’t a 
dianoe either”. I 
smirked. * 

“Exactly”. 

Huh 

"Have they done 
anything this year? 
Nothing. And 
neither have 
clasroourters 
Thomas Muster 
who had knee 
surgery again and 
Andrea Gomez 
who's in a terrible 
slump." 

"Who’s left then?” 
“Goran Prpic, 
Andrei Cbesnokov, 
Jim Courier. Jonas 
Svensson as dark 
horses. And'Agassi 
with abig. big 
chance”. 

“Mr Image Is 
Everything, who 
has strokes but no 
heart?”. 

"That may be. but the kid has been 
working hard. His game is xmparalled. 
weight training has pushed him to a 
muscular 175 pounds, and I think, most 
important, he knows he has to win a Big 
One this year. And the French is his best 
chance". , 

“Thanks Uncle Stanley, you’ve been a 
great... 

“Nonsense, nonsense laddie I haven’t 
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jma i tbamasdfadli^, 

'Xdknif.Tal^M^tfrom^ ■' 

beaten ^e» twice already |(nd ber fast 
ibet and fleroe Ibr^ui&d have found iSieir. 
ihythm ag^Sdii. She no lohgieflQoks 
atreaeeti and a rbUund Stefifi is a 
dan^T^us Stefh. She's been up pod she 
doesn’t like being down. She’s on hbr way 
baok”, . . . .. 

(kid^thisinantldidcsbe’sCkxl. " 

very well Unde i^nnlsy < bUt wha^about 
Oab;^ Like in five suoeenive wins over 
Steffi. That Gaby”. 

“On clay, way. The net guoM vjriii go 

astray”, rhymed Uncle Stanley, pleased 
with himaplf. 

The man is a.simpleton, Gaby is so hot. 
the courts bum under her. 

“But of cptizse they should give the 
. championship to Martina”. 

“Whys that?”, I enquired. 

“Because last year ^e was the only 
player who knew who Roland Garros 
was. The rest were too stupid”. 

“And who was he?", this as Uncle 
Stanley rose to leave. 

“Hah, a golfer who was a submarine 
captain. You really should catch up on 
your reading, young man”. 

The door closed. Roland Garros was, in 
fact, a French aviator who was shot down 
in 1918 . And although he played tennis, 
he preferred rugby. 

But somehow it seemed more aftna<M g 
to let Unde Stanley have the last world.* 

















NATALJA Zvereva, by her own 
admission, is g;rowin|f up fast. 
The 19-year -old fiuxq Minsk 
was the ITF world Junior 
champion Just three years asro. 
Already, however, she can look 
back on a professional playing 
record which includes three 
tournament wins and an 
appearance in a Grand Slam 
final. 

The tears following her 6 — 0, 
6-0 defeat at the hands of Steffi 
Graf in the 1988 French Open 
final, however, are now recalled 
in the memory of a player who 
nearly three years on, would 
prefer to forget that particular 
humiliation. 

“It was disappointing, in a 
childish way” she recalls with a 
wry smile. 

All part of the learning 
process, perhaps., the ‘growing 
up' process'? Indeed, now she 
talks with a thoughtfulness, a 
maturity which belies her 
tender years. Her opinions are 
considered, delivered with a care 
and seriousness that at times, 
threatens to mask the delightful 








naii* Infeetiouc laugli 

Uia.( la alto so muetx« part of the 
yoong Rusaiwt. 

Perliapa that ia the attratUbon 
of Nata& Zva»ava....a 
temperameat for all oooaaioaa, a 
amile and a tear for all seaaons. 

‘Nataaha’ (her petiuune) 
needed little prompting to 
exhibit her emotions during our 
chat. Mention of the situation in 
her country set the tone for a 
concerned and passionate (albeit 
considered) outpouring of 
emotion and feeling. 

“Does my mind go home a lot? 
Of course it does. It really does. 
It's so disappointing...to see it. 
When I go back to my home town 
of Minsk, my father has lots of 
friends who work in the food 
industry there, and he needs to 
call them up because I need to 
eat...meal, chicken ...and he will 
go to them before it gets to the 
shops otherwise I wouldn't be 
eating! 

When I was little, about eight 
or nine, my mum used to send me 
to the shop to buy little things 
like bread or milk and tliere was 



lots of food. The shop was filled 
with lots of things. Now 1 go 
there, there arepeople walking 
MroMul looking for food. It’s 
terriWe.” 

It was around the same time 
that her mother iuhmI to send her 
to the shops fm* bread, that 
^Natasha first started to play 
tennis. 

“My father was playing a lot 
and that’s how I started. My 
mother was a volleyball player 
but when they met at university 
she became a tennis coach. 

My dad still coaches me. Nobody 
else ever coached me except my 
dad. My mum helped me in the 
early stages because she had 
lots of kids my age who I could 
hit with.” 

Once Natasha had learnt the 
basics and played a few matches 
it didn’t then take long for her 
father to identify in his 
daughter a special and rare 
talent. 

"My dad fell I could be a pro 
tennis player at 13 or 14'', 
explains Natasha. "The 
Fedei iitioii helped a lot They 


brought us up into the tennis 
world. Olga (Moroisovm) also was 
doing a lot for RnssUm women’s 
tennis.” 

Natalia Zvereva la growing. 
She’s growing as a player and as 
aper8on...and it shows. She 
cites one example of this as in 
the way she deals with the 
media. I asked her how she had 
coped up to now. 

"It's most hard for me” she 
said. “My dad always wants to 
know what they ask. I’m trying 
to translate to him and then he 
asks me 'what do you answer?' 1 
say that I answer like this and 
he says ’you shouldn't answer 
like this.' In my mind. I want to 
think before I answer the 
question and 1 want to find the 
right answer in my mind which 
is right for me. Whc^i 1 talk to my 
dad, who is much smarter than 
me, he says ‘why did you answer 
so?’ it s hard.” 

Hard? Who would have 
guessed? Assn^€^d and confident, 
Natasha makes a potentially 
difficult part other professional 
life look relatively easy 



The Sabatini of the '80s 
would hordly recognise the 
Sobotini of the '90s. Now 
the queen bee of world 
tennis is more confident, 
more aggressive ond often 
triumphont in her 
encounters with the very 
best of her contemporaries. 
The secret: Jim Loehr, the 
sports psychologist who 
guided Sobotini out of on 
emotionol shombles bock to 
breothtoking form. Here, 
JIM LOEHR himself reveals 
the focts behind her return 
to glory... 


GABRIELA SABATIN] 



W lNl>nNG the 1990 U.S. Open was a personal 

breakthrough for Gabriels Sabatini. In doing so, she 
once and for all lifted the heavy burden of unfulfilled 
expectations, from her broad but tired shoulders. 

Emancipated after six long years of pressure and 
pain, Sabatini csui now look to the future secure in the 
knowledge that she is a Grand Slam champion. 

The Sabatini story is one of the most engaging and dramatic I 
have been associated with in my 15 years as a sports psychologist. 
Watching her five-month journey from her darkest, most 
harrowing period as a professional tennis player to victory at 
Flushing Meadows was truly breath-taking. Only those close to 
Gabriels could appreciate the depth of her joy when she lifted the 
Open trophy above her head. 

The genius of Sabatini had always been there, lying dormant, 
longing for expression. I, too, was left speechless with joy as the 
drama of the C^n unfolded. Fans who witnessed Gabriela's 
quarterfinal match with Leila Meshki, the semifinal against Mary 
Joe Fernandez and the final victory over StefH Graf, could 
intuitively sense the significance of the personal battle waging 
before them. 

Sabatini may have been 
competing against fierce 
opponents on court, but the truly 
gripping drama was the one 
raging deep within Gabriela. It 
was Sabatini against herself—face 
to face, everything on the line 
emotionally, nothing held back. 

And her most private battle had 
now gone public. Millions of fans 
suddenly realised what was 
happening and came alive with 
excitement. They sensed victory. 

But not in defeating Graf or even 
winning the title. The victory was 
in the personal transformation. 

In short, Sabatini was different! 

She was fighting, sparkling, 
passionate, confident, fully alive. 

She was, in fact, the all-court 
player she always wanted to be. 

And she was doing it against the 
No. 1 player in the world. 

For nearly five months 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


preceding the Open. Gabriela’s 
personal struggle—her 
searching, her doubt—had 
become very much a part of me. As 
a writer, teacher and 
psychologist, I always try to step 
back and look at my world of 
experience from a distance. 
Distance gd^es perspective. 
Perspective brings insight and 
understanding. I’m always 
asking, "What can I learn from 
this special experience?” or “What 
can I take away from this that 
may help me or others in the 
future?” In a real sense, Sabatini’s 
struggle is a universal struggle. 

My sessions with Gabriels 
began in early April of last year. 
Arrangements for me to beg i n 
working with her were made by 
Carlos ^um, a longtime friend of 
the Sabatini family who, like 
Gabriels, was bom and raised in 
Argentina. From April until the 
U.S. Open, Carlos and I worked 
with Gabriels, Carlos playing the 
critical role of Spanish translator. 
Although Gabriels is conversant 
in English, she and nearly all the 
members of her support 
team—parents, brother and 
trainers—chose to communicate 
in Spanish to express their 
thoughts and feelings more fully 
and precisely. Carlos Kirmayr, 
her coach, is equally comfortable 
in both English and Spanish. 

Reflecting back, here are some 
of the more important insights to 
be gleaned from the Sabatini 
story. 





IT’S NEVER TOO LATE 

A fter bIx years as a professional—and without a major title to 
her credit—Gabriela began to doubt whether she would ever 
break through. Still, she never gave up hope. She kept looking 
for answers. 

Therein lies a vital message. Even the No. 4 player in the world 
(at the time) needed to learn how to fight, to manage pressure 
better, to be more positive. Gabriela’s breakthrough was first and 
foremost an emotional one. Once the proper emotional forces were 
at work, her physical game began to flow naturally. 

Unfortunately, many players believe that the kind of fighter they 
are and their level of mental toughness is a fixed entity. They either 
have it or they don’t. Sabatini’s dramatic improvement in this area 
makes a powerful statement: You can be a better 
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fighter if you want to be. 

Gabriela’s U.S. Open victory was 
no accident. It happened because 
she made it happen. Her 
performance at the Virginia Slims 
Championships—her come-back 
against Jana Novotna, down three 
consecutive match points; her 
defeat of Graf in straight sets; her 
five-set loss to Monica Seles in the 
final—confirmed again that the 
changes were for real. 

Here are the facts: Mental 
toughness is learned. If you 
haven’t got it. you can get it. 
Learning how to be a better 
fighter is a skill that improves 
with practice. The training is 
essentially emotional. And it’s 
never too late! 

NEVER LOSE 
SIGHT 

OF YOUR DREAMS 

I N my second meeting with 
Gabriela, I asked her what she 
wanted to accomplish in the 
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remainder of her career. Her 
answers were as follows; She 
wanted to be the No. 1 player in 
the world, she wanted to win a 
Grand Slam title, and she wanted 
to be an all-court, aggressive 
player. She was quick to point out, 
however, that those desires, a 
major part of her life for so many 
years, were fading. She feared 
that even at the age of 19 (she 
turned 20 in May), her window of 
opportunity had passed. 

Gabriela had two basic 
concerns. First, that she had 
already reached her peak and her 
career was heading downhill, and 
second, that she would be 
relegated to playing 
non-aggressive, defensive, fearful 
tennis for the rest of her life. 
Standing 15 feet behind the 
baseline, looping high topspin 
balls off both sides, was clearly 
not what she was after. 

1 asked Gabriela to define her 
goals and to express the feelings 
she had about them on paper. I 
particularly wanted her to 
describe in great detail the kind of 
player she wanted to be. 

Once the description was 
complete, I told Gabriela that we 
were going to put together a 
music video of her playing the 
kind of tennis she has always 
wanted to play. Only the most 
dramatic tap^ footage of her 
playing aggressive, attacking, 
all-court tennis during actual 
matches was included. The 
material was divided into 
forehands, backhands, volleys, 
serving and volleying and return 
of serve. Approximately 45 
minutes in length, the videotape 
was synchronized, to Gabriela’s 
favourite music. She was then 
given a battery-operated, 
handsize, color video recorder so 
she could watch the video 
anytime, anyplace. 

EXPRESS YOUR 
FEELINGS 

I N profrasional sports it’s easy to 
get emotionally lost, 
particularly when you’re 
continually-performing below 
expectation. Linking who you are 
7 as a person with how you do on 
t the court is treacheroiisly easy. 








Every mistake, every bad loss, is 
public business. And the critics 
are always there to remind you of 
your shortcomine^s. Oiir 
superstars are supposed to be 
strong, totally together, never 
vulnerable, in control. There’s 
constant pressure to meet 
impossible Expectations and to be 
someone you’re not. 

One way people learn to deal 
with disappointment, anger, pain 
and pressure is to simply cut 
themselves off from their feelings. 
Blocking feelings does provide 
some relief, but the more we rely 
on this kind of strategy the more 
detached we feel. We start by 
numbing ourselves to ease pain 
and end up numbing all our 
emotions. Passion and joy are 
replaced by alienation and intense 
loneliness. Numbing ourselves to 
avoid one kind of pain only opens 
the door for another. Blocked 
feelings also block the path 
toward self-understanding, 
self-acceptance and self-growth. 

For Sabatini, learning to fight 
meant dismantling those blocks. 
Gabriela loves to write and I 
encouraged her to reveal all of her 
thoughts in a diary. She further 
expressed her ideas by answering 
questions I specifically prepared 
for her during the first three 
months of our association. 

In addition, Gabriela was 
strongly, encouraged to begin 
opening up to those around her. 
She was to use every possible 
opportunity to get in touch with 
her feelings. I also wanted her to 
express herself on the court. If she 
felt anger, I wanted her to show it. 
If she felt elation, I wanted her to 
show that too. 

By the time the French Open 
rolled around, roughly two 
months later, I could see a major 
change in Gabriela. She was 
happier and more relaxed, 
motivated and optimistic. She was 
at least 50 per cent closer to her 
goal. And although her ’ ’ 
fourth-round loss to Novotna in 
Paris was disappointing, it did not 
reflect the important changes that 
were taking place. Gabriela was 
unquestionably moving forward. 

Sabatini was now ready to 
emotionally connect with 
Kirmayr. After spending just one 





week with him prior to 
Wimbledon (Kirmayr had taken 
over for Angel Gimenez, her coach 
of four years), Gabriela reached 
the semifinals! Kirmayr’s 
sensitive, open, relaxed style, as 
well as his exceptional knowledge 
and understanding of all-court 
tennis, were exactly what Sabatini 
needed to continue her inexorable 
progress. 

Sabatini’s parents, Osvaldo and 
Beatriz, and her brother, Osvaldo 
Jr., made a special effort to reach 
out to Gabriela during this critical 
five-month period. As is so often 
the case within South American 
ctdture, Sabatini has deep 
emotional connections to her 
family. Her father and 
mother—and particularly her 
brother-played a pivotal role in 
her breakthrough. Unqualified 
love, understanding, support and 
acceptance from those most 
special to her were essential before 
Gabriela could start taking 
emotional risks again. She had to 
know that if she gave every thing 
she had emotionally and her 
efforts somehow failed, those 
closest to her would be there on 
the way down 

Watching Gabriela practise in 
those first few months, observing 
her disappointment, frustration 
and dampened spirit, was painful. 
She was forcing herself to be there 
and to expend effort. (Athletes 
often feel that the answer to 
breaking out of a chronic slump is 
simply to train harder and push 
more.) Gabriela was pushing but 
nothing was moving. 

Her body language told the 
story. She was stuck. Gimenez 
was equally frustrated. He was 
doing the things in practice he 
had always done, things that had 
•' worked so well for Gabriela in the 
past. But she wasn’t responding. 

I shared my thoughts about 
restructuring Gabriela’s practice 
routines with Angel and he 
agreed that changes were 
necessary. Gabriela was given 
piore input into the planning of 
her on-court training. A wide 
variety of new, more challenging 
drills were instituted focusing on 
8pont;aneou8, explosive, dynamic 
play. Gabriela was asked to 
oonscioxisly invest more positive 
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energy and fun into her practices 
Shorter, less frequent sessions 
raised her energy levels and 
increased her enjoyment 
Gabriela's sense of fun was the 
barometer we used to judge the 
effectiveness of the overall 
training program. 

Sabatini steadily improved, but 
it wasn't until Kirmayr took the 
helm that real progress began. 

His playful spirit and great love 
for the game were contagious. 
Gabriela’s feelings of doubt and 
anguish were gradually replaced 
by hope, belief, confidence and 
fight. She was preparing to break 
free. It was only a matter of time.* 







By BRIAN 6LANVIUE 


I N the Football 

Association’s 
controversial new 
blueprint for 
football there 
appears to be the 
innovation that in 
future, all club 
managers should first 
pass certain courses as, 
for example, in 
Germany and Italy. 

Germany used to 
provide the ideal 
example—or so it 
seemed. To be a 
Bundesliga manager, 
that is to say in the top 
division, you not only 
had to pass certain tests; 
you absolutely had to 
manage a club lower 
down the league. 

But a few years ago, 
the Germans suddenly 
made total nonsense of 
their own high 
principles. Their 
national team was doing 
poorly, they needed new 
impetus. 

And to whom did they 
turn but their former 
World Cup winning 
captain, Franz 
Beckenbauer, who had 
never coached or 
managed any team in 
his life. Beckenbauer, at 
the second time of 
asking, won Germany 
the World Cup—after 
reaching the 1986 
World Cup final at his 
first attempt. 
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After Franz, Michel 
Platini. Once again, a 
great player, the very 
symbol of his country’s 
football, who was 
pitchforked into 
international football 
with no such experience 
at all. 

He had to begin with a 
difficult World Cup 
qualifying match in 
Yugoslavia, which was 
only narrowly lost. In 
the event, France nearly 
qualified, were 
revitalised under his 
management which at 
first, like Beckenbauer, 
came in for criticism. 

Since then. Prance 
have been setting a truly 
cracking pace in the 
eliminators for the 
European Nations Cup, 
and it is hard to see them 
being caught. 

When you suddenly 
push a great player into 
international 
management, you are 
clearly gambling on the 
possibility that his 
immense personal 
prestige will compensate 
for his lack of 
international 
experience. 

And I suppose you can 
say the same more or 
less at club level, where 
those two eminent 
Liverpool-Scots, Graeme 
Souness and Kenny 
Dalglish, both did so 











But it by no means 
always works, as the. 
blighted managerial 
careers of Bobby Moore 
and Bobby Charlton 
glumly illustrate. You 
have to have a bit more 
than presti^, you must 
be able to give your team 
confidence, and to learn 
quickly. We wait to see 
how Glenn Hoddle will 
fare at Swindon. 


In Italy, one of the 
most interesting and 
pleasing features of 
recent years is the way 
managers come out of 
nowhere, work 
hard,slog their way up 
through minor jobs, to 
emerge at the top of the 
tree. 

Like, of course, the 
long and the short of it, 
Gigi Maifredi of 
JuventUB, even though 
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he may not be there all 
that much longer, and 
tiny Arrigo Sacchi of 
Milan, who has just 
turned down Real 
Madrid, and whom the 
Italian Federation would 
like as their national 
team manager. 

Neither manager was 
anything of a footballer; 
neither even made his 
mark at amateur level. 
But each learned the 
hard way. 

When Italo Allodi, best 
known as a famous 
wheeler-dealer in the 
transfer market and a 
controversial executive 
at Inter and Juventus, 
surprisingly took over 
the national coaching 
centre, he instituted 
something called a 
Super Course, which 
entailed sending its 
lucky participants all 
over the world. 

None of the more 
hard-headed, noted club 
managers was much 
impressed. It looked 
more like an essay in 
self-glorification. But 
the basic system of 
making managers take 
courses and diplomas 
seems to have worked. 


The point is that 
courses, without the 
experience at the lower 
levels, just are not 
enough. Souness and 
Dalglish, meanwhile, 
may simply be the 
exceptions who prove 
the rule. 

Souness kept Glasgow 
Rangers at the top of the 
heap in Scottish football. 
He managed the club, 
became a director and a 
shareholder after 
starting as 

player-manager. He was 
even sent off in his first 
match away to 
Hibernian. But the team 
consistently failed to 
win the Scottish Cup or 
to make decent progress 
in European 
tournaments. 

Souness, now at 
Liverpool, has often 
been in disciplinary 
trouble, banned from the 
touchltne and fined by 
the Scottish Football 
Association. 

Would a managerial 
course or an 
apprenticeship of a 
smaller club have helped 
him to avoid such 
troubles? 

Or would they have 
enabled Kenny Dalglish 
to soldier on this season 
at Liverpool when the 
going got tough, instead 
of suddenly, almost 
shockingly, giving up, 
and leaving Liverpool to 
it, in a stage of 
gathering crisis? Yet 
until this season, 
Liverpool under 
Dalglish had still looked 
a powerful, dominant 
team. 

The answer perhaps is 
that a few outstanding 
figures will always be 
able to challenge 
conventional wisdom 
and make do with 
managerial preparation. 

For the rest. 

experience will surely be 
the finest teacher. • 
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J UST five months 
into the year and 
you feel that 
everythini^isa 
draK. The 
pressure at office 
is more than you can 
handle, but you can't 
take it easy cos then 
you're gonna lose out on 
the race, (and of course 
the new year resolutions 
that you made keep 
pricking and goading 
you forward) At home 
too you arc not left 
alone. The phone’s out. 
the pipes are leaking 
and there are the 
never-ending bills to be 
paid. 

You just want to 
throw up everything 
and go somewhere 
where you will be left 
alone for sometime If 
you are in that frame of 
mind, GO AHEAD, and 
do it 

Some people thrive on 
pressure. Some die from 
it Some people say the 
stress is an adrenalin 
rush But many people 
say that what thrills 
you, kills you so you 
should chill out. The 
wisest way to cope with 
an overdo.se of stre.ss is 
to prevent it from 
building inside you. 
When the circumstancos 
get you all fired up, give 
vent to the pressure in 
some useful and 'or 
harmless way. 

1. ASSESS. The first 
step in reducing stress 
is to figure out what 
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gets you fired up. When 
you feel the .stress 
getting to you, as.sess 
the environment in which 
you function You will 
immediately be able to 
put your finger on some . 
aspects that really turn 
you off or, rub you the 
wrong way At times it 
might be difficult to 
identify the sources 
because after a while 
you become immune to 


Nature is the 
best known stress 
relievers 

the conditions like the 
grating noise, the 
clutter around you, or 
even the smell 
prevailing in the room 

2. SEEK IMMEDIATE 
RELIEF. Once you can 
pinpoint the irritants 
that are the causes of 


stress the ne.yt logical 
thing to do would be to 
remove the .source of 
external stress. Close 
the door, turn down the 
volume, turn on the fan, 
or leave the room. 

There ai'e going to be 
times when you cannot 
eradicate the source of 
external stress. At these 
times the best thing to 
do will be to take a 
minivacation. Remove 
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yourself from the 
environment for 10 
minutes, an hour or 
maybe even for a week 
end Now that does not 
mean investing a good 
amount of money and 
going for a holiday in 
some exotic resort 
Research has proved 
that even the slightest 
contact with nature does 
you good, it will get 
your pulseaiid heart 
beat to norri'Hl before 
long Thoi'e is no uoulit 
that Mother Nature has 
powers to soothe even 
the most savage lieast 
So indulge in a walk m 
the park once m ;i while 

3. MANAGE YOUR 

TIME. Oneof tJicri.nn 
factors that brings on 
stress IS one's sched ulc. 
One is always thinking 
and fretting about the 
things, there are to be 
done. The rule here is to 
set your priorities and 
then organise your 
efforts. That way you 
^ will be able to 
* accomplish moi’e. and 
With less tension. Make 
it a point never to fret 
about how much you 
have to do, instead make 
lists and follow them. 

The question that now 
comes up is what kinds 
of lists? Make a daily ‘to 
do’ lists of jobs. Then 


consider these jobs 
There are some that yon 
enjoy doing, some that 
you have been delegated 
j to do. and some that you 
I detest doing, but have to 
I do nevertheless. The la.st 
i mentioned calt.-gory on 
I your list should oi; the 
1 ones that you do when 
! you are at your 
I productive tx^st To avoid 
1 prncrastinat mg, follow a 
; job that you don’t like 
i with a job that you like, 
t n 1 -ewa rri yo u rsel f 
Allow ample time for 
; jobs so t hat yoi i are not 
j pressurised b> time 
; re.straints, and also 
I schedule several .short 
I relaxation breaks in t He 
; middle of your job This 
i will definitely help you 
focus more on the job 
once you come bat'k 

4. REACH OUT TO 
OTHER PEOPLE. People 
often do not realise the 
good a friendly hug can 
do. Researchers claim 
that when touched our 
respiration deepens, and 
the increased oxygen 
intake slows the heart 
rate and the blood 
pressure decreases. 

People who consider 
themselves close to their 
families and friends 
tend to live longer and 
they are inevitably 
healthier than people 


who feel isolated. There 
is concrete proof about 
the great power in the 
human touch For 
instant stiess i-elief hug 
your family and friends 
more Pat them on the 
back. Look for things to 
laugh about, and laugh 
more often Go outside 
in the I'ain and 
rediscover the long 
forgotten pleasure of 
getting wel, for the he< k 
j of it Open up and talk to 
your near ones atxiul 
your feelings and 
I concerns. 

I Make if a habit to 
show more kindne.ss to 

■ people Not just the near 
! ones but even t he so 

' called acTiuaintances A 
! friendly smile a 
j compliment, a cheerful 
: greeting will reduce the 
i stress in you and at the 
’ same tune t he other 
• person will definitely 
; feel better These small 
: things will go a long 
I way in brightening your 
I life and t he life of others 
j around you 

I 5. BE THANKFUL FOR 
i WHAT YOU'VE GOT. A 

■ good amount of time in 

When in distress 
j reach out for the near 
are dear ones 


one's life is spent 
pondering about the 
things that one does not 
possess We are not 
saying here tiiat it does 
not pay to be ambitious, 
but don’t let the 
consumer spree become 
your obsession. When 
you're in the t hroes of 
rage, anxiety or fear, 
you can be convinced 
that all is chaos around 
you. 

At the.se times w'atch 
out for opportunities to 
experience thankfulness 
I and you will find 
enough things to be 
thankful for Itisaforii' 

I of visualisation and once 
I you are an expert in that 
then you wall find that 
tension will not get to 
you so easily 
The positive images 
you can conjure up in 
your mind will take 
your sights off the 
worries and the tensions 
I and will help a great 
deal in overcoming the 
self defeating eiiiot ions 
that keep bogging you 
down It also keeps 
st res.s levels to t he 
minimum 

I The bottom line that 
' you should never forget 
j is: Chill out. before the 
I stress gels to you, • 


COLUMN 





E 



BY MUDAR PATHERYA 


HE lieshest 
addition to my 
cricket library 
IS The Joy of a 
Liietime by 
HaishaBhogle 
My principal 
criticism oi the 
work IS simply 
that It has no 
concept of timing the tour of England 
ended m late August 1990 and the book 
meant to be a collection of Bhogle s 
writings in England ai t ives on the 
reviewei s table in eai ly May The out 
tray is where one would have 
immediately consigned it but problems, 
problems because Bhogle is my favourite 
cricket writer So after the initial 
annoyance at being taken for 
granted Martm Johnson and Henry 
Blofeld’s account of the Reliance Cup was 
in my hand within a month of the 
tournament ending- I flip past the pages 
to rekindle memoi y 
Worth It In fact well worth it Bhogle 
writes an uncliched style the turn of 
language is what he has tested and tried 
on Bombay s afternoon readei ship with 
success and then quietly slipped between 
covers for an all-India scrutiny 
He has used some amazing lines in his 
copies I actually ticked them out in ink 
i on my sample copy Like when he says 
that “Anil Kumbjfe jq|ped Sachin 
Tendulkar at the the curiosity 


charts yesterday (18 July) They are an 
unlikely looking pair up there One is 
short, chubby (even sweet'), explosive 
and distinctly charismatic tomorrow’s 
pin-up boy The other is tall, studious, 
unassuming and the kind who would 
probably be sitting in the rear corner of 
the dressmg room, wondering whether 
P7shouldbetakenas3 1416 or 
314159 

Bhogle’s despatch on 22 July had an 
off-beat opening After the Formula One 
atmosphere at Trent Bridge cricket at 
Grace Road was a bit like a vintage car 
rally full of colour full of atmosphere 
and the spirit moie important than the 
competition 

After Azhar put England in to bat at 
Lord’s four-days later. Bhogle wired 
“The gfroundsmen created a dream 
Azharuddm bowed and said pehle tiap 

His best was telexed from The Oval 23 
and 24 August “If ever a press box was 
designed for nobody to sit m. he wrote, 
“it must be the new one at the Oval With 
nobody m it, it looks wonderfully 
spacious and roomy like it did on the day 
before the Test Come the fii st moi rung 
and you discover that the difference m 
levels IS so small that you can only see as. 
far as the man in front of you An honest 
report of where 1 am sitting will be c ailed 
A treatise on the back of the head of 
Qamai Ahmed and David Filth Well at 
the Oval Press Box if you aspii e to see 
the game sitting you need to be an 
overgrown bloated giant with each of 
the rows in front occ upied by demented 
bald dwarfs 

There IS a lot of gossip in it also not 
exactly of the Stardust variety Like 
when Mano) Prabhakar complained that 
he wasn t getting enough movement 
because the new balls used in England 
had flatter seams like when Geoff 
Boycott told interviewer Tony Lewis that 
had he not missed international cricket 
between 1974 and 1977 he would have 
fimshed with more runs in Test cricket 
than Sunil Gavaskar, to which SMG 
replied “Before 1 forget Tony ifGreoffrey 
h^ scored 10 000 runs, I would ha’ e 
played Test cricket for two more years’ 
like when Alec Bedser told the reporter 
for Madhyantar th&t Kapil Dev has got ‘a 
bad action’ like when Bhogle informs us 
that the Lord s Test was sold out as early 
as April, like when the venerable John 
Woodcock wrote C’est Magnxfique, mais 
cen’est pas la guerre”(Magmficent, but 
that IS not how you wage a war) after 
Azhar held the hag high from a sinking 
ship at Lord's, like when he quoted Bedi 










as saying that English women ‘wanted to 
seduce S^hin.’ 

It’s an amusing read, this book The 
sesame of why this is so figures in the 
Introduction itself, “I have always 
believed that cricket is an extremely 
emotional sport,” feels Bhogle. ‘‘That 
behind this imposing fortress of 
numbers, there are stories of groat joy 
and sadness. That cricketers are merely 
characters on a stage; only they have not 
seen the script before That cricket needs 
reviewers rather than reporters " 

This is a most diplomatic way of saying 
that much of the cricket writing today is 
badly out of sync with the times You are 
watching the game on TV, or if you 
haven’t, you catch up with the 
highlights, or if you may not, you peek 
in briefly for the condensed scores on 
Doordarshan at 8 40 or 9. .30 pm Or, 
what the hell, if you don’t have acce.s.s to a 
TV you merely ask any frxil anywhere in 
the country and he’ll tell you that India 
scored 231 for 5 in 306 minutes and 82 
overs and that Kapil Dev, dropped at 2, is 
now 65 and there’s a good chance of 
Prabhakar not being able to bat due to a 
i pulled muscle tomorrow morning and 
And yet, the first para in the 
newspaper’s special report starts “At 
stumps on the first day at the Chepauk in 
the Test between.., blah blah .India 
were, blah blah . .with Kapil Dev and 
Sachin Tendulkar not out at., blah blah.” 

It’s time doctors, prescribed Avil for 
cricket readers, more importantly, it’s 
time cricket writers started getting a 
‘feel’ of the game, and altered the 'strictly 
reporting’ line of their copies Amuse us, 
seduce us. but don’t confuse us. 

On the slightly macro-level, cricket 
writers are not making any qualitative 
contribution to their profession 
Septuagenarian artist Paritosh Sen once ' 
summed up the boom in art fittingly: “Oh 
yes, they tell me that canvases are selling 
for staggering amounts today and that 
the art market has exploded. But is there 
an 5 rthing sensational happening to art 
itself? I haven’t seen it.” The same goes 
for a majority of cricket despatches. 1 
cannot remember the last time I swooped 
down on the morning paper wanting to 
see how the previous day’s play had been 
described. 

Now that one is on the outside and able 
to look upon the 9 to 5 business of cricket 
writing a bit more objectively, one feels 
that the fault does not lie with the cricket 
writer alone. Hang most of the sports 
editors as well. 

But that is another story. • 




R ow HE those ahs 
doiiifi:’ Hope 
they re shaping 
up and giving you 
istline of your 
dreams Hey. 
considering we’ve been 
hitting them with so 
many different typos of 
exercise over the last 
three weeks, they better 
be 

We’re going to slay at 
this bodypart for one 
more week with 
apologies to all those 
readers who are bored 
with it already Butin 
truth if you le even 
casually into fitness it’s 
the gut that you should 
be tackling the first 
Like we told you eaxlier, 
get that waisthnc into 
shape and you’re going 
to look a whole lot better 
immediately 
To round off our 
abdominal special, this 
week here are a few tips 
on getting the most of 
your abdominal 
workouts 

First don t get your 
hands into the act too 
much A lot of the 
exercises call for the 
fmgeis to be interlinked 
behuid the head and a 
lot of us tend to yank too 
much with the hands 
while lifting the torso in 
asit-upoi curl-up It's at 
its worst when you’re 
trying to squeeze out a 
few extra reps at the fag 
end of your set That’s 
when the body j list 
refuses to get off the 
floor and you 
unconsciously use the 
strength of your hands 
to pull the head off the 
floor and get the initial 
momentum 
What happens is that 
the cervical vertebrae is 
put under great stress, 
making your neck 
susoepitible to injury If 
you can’t get out of the 
habit, try crossing your 
hands in front of your 
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ABS DONT 
COME EASY 


chest or holdmg them 
out at your sides That 11 
make sure you get the 
abdominal muscles to 


take all the strain 
Secondly, liy not to 
hold your breath while 
domg your ab work 



Ul::- 


That’ll increase the 
rigidity of the 
spine the very one 
you’re trying to Tiex' 
Instead, weave a rhythm 
of breathing out when 
you lift, breathing in 
when you lower That'll 
make the rest of the 
body work m sync with 
the abdonunal muscles 
Now for the part we 
shouldn t actually be 
discussing considering 
this 18 a fitness column 
surgery Ijkeitorlump 
It, that 18 one option of 
trimming the fat that's 
accumulated around the 
midriff And if you’re 
too lazy to sweat it off, or 
the results still aren’t 
showing through even 
after milhons and 
trillions of sit-ups, then 
you can take this easy 
way out If you’ve got 
the resources, that is 
The basic procedure is 
this fat IS withdrawn 
from a part of the body 
where an excess has 
accumulated In 
liposuction, this 
withdrawn fiat 18 
discarded Butin 
autologous fat 
transplantation, the fat 
is reinjected into the 
body where it is needed 
to emooth’wrinkled or 
furrowed skin. This is 
nuiohsa^ar than using 






manmade matemls like 
collagen and silicon to 
add bulk to certain 
bodyparts, as some 
people have been doing 

But then, it isn’t 
something that you can 
really be proud off After 
all, if everyonu m this 
world had access to a 
good surgeon and 
approximately Rs 
80,000 to spare, there 
wouldn’t be any fat 
people in this world' If 
you really want to strut 
your stuff, you’ve got to 
have earned it the hard 
way By sweating it out 
m the gym, working 
that body of yours to the 
limit and beyond Only 
then aie you going to 
have a body that s truly 
healthy 

That s It for the abs for 
sometime But even 
though we at the litiioss 
column might be 
moving on)o othei 
bodypaits, why don t 
you stick with the 
exercises we vo been 
discussing ovt r the last 
few weeks They 11 take 
time sure But they'll 
eventually provide 
results TTiatsa 
promise C’mon how 
about giving it a shot‘s • 
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T he most populax television sports 

advertisement in Europe is Johan Cryuff, the 
former Dutch World Cup star and currently 
coach of Spanish Leagrue champions, Barcelona, 
who has \ir 49 [ed the youth to give up smoking. The 
ad is very ironic as Cryuff was a chain smoker* 
since the age of 14. He smoked even durii3g his 
international career. However, the change of 
heart occurred when Cryuff needed a 
heart*by>pa88 surgery in February 1990 because 
of his 40>a'day puKing. 



The 43-year-old star is now strangely against 
smoking. In urging Spaniards to give up 
smoking in a television ad for the Catalan 
Qovernment, Cryuff stQrs: "In my life X have had 
two big vices: smoking and playing football. 
Football has given me everything, but smoking 
nearly took it allaway.’’Hethen kicks a cigarette 
packet out of sight. Cryuff made the ad free (rf 
charge at the advice of a doctor who treated him 
for a mild heart attack. Ia Vkn^tisztUa. the 
Spanish paper which first reposei^ about this ad. 


said it is being translated to be shown in different 
European countries. As a aubstltute for smoking. 
Cryuff now chews gum. 

Ttw Yugoslav Connectloii 


W ITH most football leagues in Eiuope over, ' 
it is transfer time now. The major 
speculation is on dethroned European 
(hampions but still World Club Champions AC 
MUan. Italian sports papers report that AC 
Milan’s ‘Dutch coimection’ may be over. Marco 
Van Hasten is on his way to Barcelona to join his 
mentor John Cryuff. Ruud OuUit is having yet 
another cartilege operation. Frank Rykaard is 
sulking and thinking of giving up football or 
returning to Holland, after his divorce. Milan are 
now seeldng the Yugolsav connection. Three 
players from the Red tar Belgrade, the 
European Champions Cup finalists, are set to join 
Milan. They are brilliant playmaker 
Robert Prosinecki, striker Darko Pancev and ball 
player Savicevic. 


The Gazza Syndrome 


I N London, the tiansfer news is about three 
England internationals. F^ul Gascoigne of 
Spurs is set to join the Roman club Lazio for a 
world record fee of £8.5 million. Lazio president 
Qiani Maroo Calleri has launched a massive 
publicity drive to woo “Gazza” to Rome. Banners 
have been hung all over Rome, saying "bezivenuto 
(welcome) Gazza”. Pictures of Lazio players 
carrying welcome banners are displayed in Italy’s 
three sports papers. Corriero Dello Spprt, Italy’s 
leading sports newspaper, displayed a free colour 
poster of Gazza dre^ed as a gunslinger. 75,000 
posters were sold within an hoiir of production. 
BritiBh newspapers report that Eixglish tourists 
in Rome are asked questions about Gazza. 

Lazio’s bid to get Gazza is being supported by 
Roman businessman Sergio Cragnotti, one of 
Itafy’s richest industriaUsts. Craimotti, a real 
Gazza fan said, “He has the charisma of Gullit the 
technique of Platiiu and a strong character. I like 
him.” Shops in Rome have contacted Paul 
Gascoigne promotions for Gazza related products 
which aro doing roaring busiiiess in tibie city. Tbs 
Qidy aziag to La^^ haziness is that^mra 







xoanager Terry Venables is trying to get a British 
oonsortium of businessmen to put forth a 
lucrative deal for Oazza to stop him from leaving 
the British Isles. A decision is expected within a 
fortnight. 


The Demand For Platt 


T he big transfer news in England is about 
midfielder David Platt and left-back Tony 
Dorigo. The Aston Villa midfielder Platt, who 
became famous in Italia ’90 for his last minute 
volleyed winner against Belgium, was offered 
£5.3 million to join Bari, yet another 
middleK>f-the-table Italic first division club. 

Platt rejected this offer. But he is not stasdng 
with A^n Villa. 

League champions Arsenal seeking to biiild 
their squad for the European Cup ch^enge next 
season have offered Platt £5 million. The Arsenal 
manager George Graham is very keen on Platt, 
who was seen as an outstanding player with 
sensible, realistic attitude and attracted corporate 
sponsor^p and hospitality. The England 
left-back, Tony Dorigo’s contract with Chelsea 
concludes by the end of May. He is linked with 
Manchester United or Liverpool for £1.5 million. 


Enter dohn Salako 


T he lat^t African-bora player to make it big is 
the Nigerian-born winger John Salako of 
Crystal Palace. He has been chcxsen by 
England's manager Graham Taylor for the 
summer tour to Australia, New Zealand and 
Malaysia. The 33-year-old Salako is a Raefataiian 
with dread locks like Gullit, the player he 
admires. Taylor is looking to him as a 
replacement for the enigmatic John Barnes who 
ki yet to dick as an England player even after 60 
internationals. Taylor says, “He is an instinotive 
and exciting player with a good future.'^' 

Maradona’s Sculpture 


ItIs the worst of times for Diego Maradona, 

' Ban^BSted and banned fivm football. But the fans 
Napoli have nofforgotten him. An Italian 
psper esys i^t the Napoli fans have launched sn 


appeal to finance the creation of a soxilptiu^ in 
mexnory of their fallen idol. The likely inscription 
on the sculpture, intended in a prominent 
position at the dub’s San Pado stadium is; “to 
their adopted «3n, an unforgettable champion.” 


Arsonafs New Recipe 


I EAGUE champions Arsenal have set a new 
■ trend in diet bkbre a match. Steaks and the 
■pisual fish-and-chips-and-eggs are out. BdOre 
each home match, the Arsenal players are 
assembled 1^ 9.30 am at the South Herts Golf, 
Club jtist outside London. The players and 
manager George Graham eat and chat together, 
discuss tactics and consider the challengre of the 
forthcoming match. The pre-match brunch is a 



part of the ritual. The players feast not on steak 
or smoked salmon but lots of cereal with milk, 
fruit, cheese, brown bread and honey. 

Manager Graham explains: “The meal is 
designed to give a fast intake of energy. The 
players are only allowed to eat light 
ftxjd—nothing stodgy. Meat or anything that 
takes along time to digest is out of the question.” . 
A diet which Indian football clubs could well 
emulate. Many British clubs will follow Arsenal’s 
recipe of success next season. 

Noqr Kapidis in London 






ALL IN THE GAME 


A D()(.’s Ijm 


For marathoners 

I T is a peculiar luaJady that marathon 
runners are facing. And the problem has 
ioore to dd'with canines. Running magazine 
was .recently beseiged with suggestions from 
readers and runners on how to cope with the 
assualts of dogs during a race. “The best form 
of defiance is attack,” said one great soul. 

“The wilder and louder you are, the better it 
Is,” said another. One of the readers suggested 
tile carrying of a water pistol. so as to squirt it 
between the dog's eyes in case of an attack. 
Soto went even further enough to recommend 
the Dazer, a gadget which makes a sound as 
distressing to dogs as it is inaudible to 
huinans. Still more recommended an aerosol of 
dc^ deterrent. 

Another faction prefers the dropping of a 
handful of aniseed balls at the paws of an over 
excited dog. T^e passive school, however, has 
suggested a diplomatic solution: standing still 
and offering a trembling hand to be sniffed. 
Somehow, this seems to make a lot of sense. 










Black Ok VVh a i ? 


The fans know it 

W HEN Yannick Noah next talks about 
performing at Holand Garros, he may 
not be referring to tennis. He could be 
crooning to you, one of his native tunes from 
his newly releas^ album, Black or What. 

The album contains eleven syrupy sweet 
numbers set to music and rh.vthm from his 
native Cameroon. With his tennis career fast 
fading into obscurity, Noah hopes that his 
album of songs will help him to win over new 
fans in France. But there’s just one problem. 
Why does Noali have to sing all but one song in 
English? 

The professional crooner in him explains: “I 
have said ‘I love you’ more often than I have 
said 'je t’aime'. This logic however, is not 
working well with the fans because so far 
they’ve kept the album off the charts. That 
doesn’t sound like love in romance. It's more 
hke love in tennis. Right Noah? 


AIai\ti:\a\ci: For In.jl kii:s 


Zilch for pregnancies 

C ANADIAN athletics continues to be 

overrun by scandal and contiwersies. The 
point of issue here is not drugs (funny?j, 
but the partial policy of the national sporting 
federation, Sports Canada, to grant full 
financial aid to elite athletes when they are 
injured—but not when they are pregnant. 

An injured athlete is paid aroimd $450 a 
month, but an athlete who’s in the family way, 
gets only around 40 per cent of the 
aforementioned sum. The victim in question, Is 
Ann Peel, the national walking champion and 
record holder. Peel gave birth to her first child , 
in January, and turned out in a race a month ' 

later, only to protect the future of her grant. 

She finished last in the 3,000 metres (a full two 
minutes behind the winner). Peel, a lawyer.by 
profession, has now decided to sue Sports 
Canada to the Federal Human Bights 
Commission. The dispute, she says, is not 
about money but about principle. Suing just. ' " 
for.principle—and not doesn’t . c; 

any sense. " ■ 
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f HIS week instead 
of introducing you 
to something new 
in karate here s a 
report on the 
Branch Chiefs Camp I 
attended in Japan late 
last month 
Held at Yougawara 
near Tokyo from 
April to 30 Api il the 
camp had 34 
participants Irom 
Austialia Canada 
Belgium England 
Indonesia Iran 
Singapore USA Nepal 
India and of courst 
Japan 
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Getting a tip from 
Grandmaster Oyama 


Classes were held in 
morning and etmning 
sessions 


KARATE 


W ith Gi andmaster 
Masutatsu Oyama 
taking classes ever yday 
m the basics katas self 
defence techniques and 
Jcumite (sparring) it 
was left to Mr Midori to 
ovei see the rest of the 


camp And all of u‘- who 
attended got a chaiic c to 
pick up the really 
ddvancedtecliniqui s as 
well as bi ush up on 
basics 

By Shivaii Ganguly 
Kyokushinkaikan karate 


Camp leader Midori 
helps in 

theartof kumite 
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OUp Vincxj Mankad 
disappointment behind them to 
win the Calcutta Cup Inter-School 
championship. In a rather 
one-sided fin^, South Point 
defeated Ballygung'e Government 
School by 75 runs. 

South Point have always been a 
major force in school cricket. With 
at least three players who turn out 
for the State junior teams, South 
Point’s domination has been 
complete in the past. But 
Agarpara Mahajati Vidyapith 
stopp^ South Point’s monopoly 
this season when they won the 
Thums Up tournament. 

With Agarpara not around in 
the Calcutta Cup championship, 
South Point had a rather easy 
tournament. The final turned out 
to be just another game as 
Ballygfunge Government went 
down without a fight. 

South Point batted first and in 
the 30 overs that they faced, a 
whopping 191 runs were scored. 
Nilashish Ghosh, who was later 
declared ‘the man of the match', 
remained unbeaten on 60. 

Other major contributions.to 
the South Point score came from 
Samrat Tiwari (321 and Protyush 
Sengupta (34). 

Ballygunge floundered against 
some good bowling by Alokendu 
Lahiri. The South Point lad ran 
through the cream of the 
Ballygunge line-up with 
impressive figures of four wickets 
for 11. Ballygunge were bundled 
out for 116 in the 26th over with 
Supriyo Dasgupta’s 37 going in 
vain. 

Dasgupta’s knock in the final did 
not help Ballygunge, but he ended 
up as the man of the toxxmament. 
That was the only silver lining for 
the runners-up. 

Lahiri was declared the most 
exciting player of the meet. The 
Fairplay trophy was jointly 
awarded to Uttarpara Government 
HS and .fedavpur High School. 
SoumlbattoM 
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South Point were the winners of 
the Calcutta Cup Cricket 
Tournament 


Tat^fennis 


il NINDITA CHOWDHURY 
Areminded once more of her 
potential when she landed the 
women’s individual title in the. 
Calcutta Table Tennis 
championship. In a marathon 
flnal, Anindita disposed of 
another talented youngster, 
DebosmitaDas 18-12,21-19, 
21-16,12-21 and 21-16 to emerge 
the champion. 

Aijun Datta may not be a man 
yet, but he won the men’s singles 
title defeating Indra Nath 
Bhattacharya in a four-game 
match. Datta, who was a member 
of the Bengal senior team in the 


Jaipur nationals last month, was 
stretched by Bhattacharya. Datta 
on a given day can beat anybody, 
but generally crumbles under 
pressure. Bhattacharya won the 
third game in the final tie, but 
could not sustain the pressure on 
Datta. The final scoreline read 
21-16,21-15,12-21 and 21-3 in 
Datta’s favour. 

Anindita followed up her 
women’s title by winning the 
girls’ title defeating Debosmita 
again. It was yet again a 
four-game match, but Debosmita 
could not turn the tables on . 
Aninditawho won 21-19,18-21, 
21-15,21-8. 

The boys’ title went to Santanu 
Banerjee who g:ot the better of 
Kaushik Das 21-19,21-12,21-11. 
Santanu is another lad for your 
notebook. 

Debosmita’a double loss to 
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some of the district associations 
g^ave rise to a good deal of 
criticism and took away the major 
part of the glamour and spirit of 
the 16th State Women’s Football 
championship. 

Thiruvananthapuram fielded 
five new players, in the semi-final 
replay against Ernakulam, who 
had not figured in the original list 
of 16 players. The technical 
committee upheld the protest of 
the hosts and awarded the match 
to them. Another defaulter was 
the Thf issur district team who 
played with the players of Kannur 
and Thiruvananthapuram but 
nothing happened in this case. 

With the help of three State 
players Kannur district retained 
the State-senior women’s 
championship blanking out hosts 
and runners-up, Ernakulam. The 
final at the G.C.D. A. stadium was 


a repetition of the previou s year. 
Holders Kannur, with a balanced 
team, defeated Ernakulam by 1-0. 
State player Soona scored the 
solitary gpoal in the fifteenth 
minute of the first half. The 
Ernakulam women could not 
score because of the strong 
defence put up by the opponents. 
Usha Kumar 1 Ramani, and 
Reetha did well for the winners. 

In the semi-final.Soona’s 
superb-hattrick helped the 
winners to reach the final by 
thrashing Kottayam 4-1 After 
the tournament, the rivalry in the 
State association was solved by 
electing new office bearers 
accepting the nominations from 
both groups. 

Kanmur were awarded the Devi 
Krishnan Memorial Rolling 
Trophy and K. J George Memorial 
Trophy. 

P. Veiui Ctevinda Kumar 



Anindita was somewhat made up 
when she teamed up with Kuntali 
Biswas to win the women’s 
doubles. The fancied combination 
of Alpana Chanda and Sonali 
Bhattacharya went down 25-23, 
21-18. 

The following are the other 
wirmers: Sub-junior 
boys’—Souvik Basu Roy beat 
Ambarish Chatterjee 21-5,21-14, 
21-11. Sub-junior girls’—Avanti 
Sinha beat Mithu Prasad 21-11, 
21-7,18-21,21-10. 

SewnltriBosa 














SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BYNASH&EULLO 







MOTOhiCE /B0TTW\CE PR0 60LFER 
COUUEEN ^W^LKCR S>6MED \NiCOR* 
RE6T SCORE«:>^RDS m 1986/ 

m TORONTO. TUE /VllSTARE COST 
COLLEEKJ A ^2,SCO PAY^UECK. 0UT 
IM NEW YORK'S mastercard INTER- 
NATIONAU, UER 6AfTE C^ST HER 
*18,500-AND A 2 nd PUACE FlN^SU/ 


IN A 19650 WELTERVAJEUiWr eoUT tM 
Mf Am\, THE REF ASKEDTHE RlM& OQC- 
TOR TO OHEOK THE BRO»<EW MOSE AND 
CUT MOUTH OF THE BATTERED ROCICY 
SCAiepOKE. INSTEAD,THE DOC EX- 
AmiiOED ROCKY'S OPPkDNENT, KEM 
HARPER, AND SAW THAT TWO OF HiS 
TEETH HAD BEEN CHIPPED. 

incredibly, the bloooteo 

SCARR3NE, NOT HARPER. uUA^ 
declared the TKO VNTNVJER/ 


MILESTONES 


VOTED: Hayley Lewis as the Australian swimmer 
of the year. She had won 4 medals at the World 
Championships at Perth in January, 

TO MERGE: South Africa’s three amateur athletics 
bodies into a single non-racial group, to advance 
the country’s return to international competitjon. 
WON: By Australia, the French Hockey 
Tournament in Paris. They defeated Wales 4-1. 
WON: By Sabatini, the Italian Open for the third | 
time. She defeated Monica Seles 6-3,6-2. 

WON: By China both the men’s and the women’s 
gold medals in the singles of the World 
Badminton Championships-held in Copenhagan. 
ABANDONED: By the lAAF, the feminity 
verification test. The reason was that the present 
sex chromotin test was inappropriate and 
medically unsound. To replace that will be a 
medical examination to be conducted in the 
country of the athlete based on standard 
international guidelines. 

TO RETIRE: Reeth Abraham from competitive 
athletics by the end of the year. 

APPOINTED: Tomas Smid, the Czech Davis Cup 
coach, as Boris Becker’s coach till Wimbledon. 










MAILBAO 


Suggestion 


niHE suggestion of Azharuddin 
A that the team to tour Australia 
should be announced well in 
advance is certainly a good idea. A 
shortlist of the probables will 
surely help the players to psyche 
themselves up, get into shape and 
practise with motivation. 

In the selection of the probables, 
age should not be the only 
criterion If a player is in good 
shape then he should be given a 
chance to play and prove his 
worth We should also take along 
some upcoming fast bowlers, 
bowlers who can extract some 
bounce and movement from the 
pitch 

S. BALAKRISHNAN, 

Madras. 


Y our candid camera cover 
feature really surpassed it,self 
(1—7 May) The shots of Edberg 
in the net, I^endl at home, et al 


Triumph At Last 


reflected the other side of these 
stars, the side that rarely comes 
out in the open. 

I hope that such moments in the 
life of stars are covered on a 
icgular basis, and this is certainly 
these aspects that set apart 
SporlsworJd as the best magazine 
in the 0 * 000 try 
AMITLOIWAL. 

Baroda. 


K udos to the Indian tennis 
team for defeating Indonesia in 
the nail biting final. But one thing 
that has to be admitted is that the 
script for the victory was written 
specially for Leander Paes. The 
Leander one saw on the first and 
second day was totally different. 
On day one, it was a raw and 
floundering Paes and on the 
second day it was a confident, 
aggressive Leander who 
impressed all with his arsenal of 
shots. 

To a certain extent the script 
was unfair to Ramesh Krishnan, 
but he was mature enough to take 
it in the right spirit. Here’s 
hoping that the couple will take us 
into the elite world group this 
year. 

M.A. RADHAKHISHNA. 
BangaJore. 


Cruel Ipjustice 



T he raw deal meted out to R.P. 

Singh leaving him in the cold 
was really unfortunate. The 
reasons given by the federation 
for the exclusion of R .P. was not 
convincing at all Time and again, 
talent m our country has been 
wasted on account of the petty 
politics and these are ample 
examples in the hockey scene. 

It is high time that the 
differences in the federation are 
thrashed out by the officials 
themselves and the players should 
not suffer on account of this. 

J. JERRIN, 

Nagercoil. 


A Mistake 


I N the issue dated 3—-9 April the 
report on the National Table 
Tennis had a mistake. The 
photograph accompanying the 
report on page 75 had a caption 
that said Kamlesh Mehta was 
standing at the extreme left. But 
the picture shows that Kamlesh 
was in the middle of the group. 
MANOJ KUMAR YADA V. 
Bhagalpur. 



























Interesting’ 


snippets from the 


world media 


that we normally 


don’t get to 


hear about.... 


WORKOUT; AMERICA! 


U PRESIDENT 

Georg^e Bush, 
18 a sport and 
fitness freak And his 
jogging gave his heart a 
jolt recently Bushs 
latest was an attempt to 
get the youth of 
America, away from the 
idiot box and get fit 
instead Assisting him 
m his efforts was Arnold 
Schwarzenegger of 
Total BeoaJJ’and 
'Kmdergarden Cop' 
fame 

The President joined 
the bodybuilder and 
other oelebreties on the 
grounds of the White 
House to promote The 
Great American 
Workout’ Hus IS a 
programme designed to 
get the youngsters m 
shape 

According to the iron 
pumpmg fitness 
maniac 

Schwarzenegger, ‘The 
young people of America 
are far too fat and 
sedentary ” 

The pot bellied 
politicians of our 
country should take 
note Otf course, they 
have to get into shape 
first' 




TENNIS COURT? 


IKE MOST of hei 
Jjiecrs Monica Seles 


spends hours thinking 
about her strategy on 
the tennis court 
Unfortunately she has 
to now contemplate 
about a court of a 
different kind The 
17 year-old has been 
served with an 
mjunction which 
prevented her from 
collecting her prize 
money of £ 18 000 from 
the Citizen Cup in 
Hamburg Germany 

The Yugoslav tennis 
star and hei father 
Karoly are being sued 
for £ 135 000 for an 
alleged breach of 
contract signed in 1986 
with a Cologne based 
marketing and 
management company 

This long running 
dispute came to ahead in 
a scene that could have 
come straight out of a 
TV drama Two bailiffs 
and a lawyer turned up 
at Seles Hamburg hotel 
but found her father 
unwilling to accept the 
papers 

They then tossed it 
mto the courtesy car 
waitmg to take Seles to 
her match but Kaioly 









George Bush and 
Schwarzenegger teaming 
up to promote fitness 


threw thorn out of the 
car as It sped off 

Later however the 
papers were served to 
Seles at the Rothenbaum 
TpnmsClub The 
organisers of the 
tournament were also 
served with an advisory 
not to pay Seles her prize 
money 

Seles herself 
continued to brush off 
the controversy by 
saying “It doesnt worry 
me ’ 















TENNIS ROCKERS! 


T here are rumours 
that the sultry 

American actress, Kim 
Bassingfermaybe 
joming forces with 
ageing tennis stars John 
McEnroe and Pat Cash 
when they record their 
own unhkely version of 
LedZeppehn’sold 
anthem Rock ‘n' Roll m 
London Apparently 
McEnroe, an old friend 
of Bassinger, has been 
on the phone to her m 
the United States trying 
topeisuadehei to 
provide the vocal 
backing 

Ofcouise McEnroe 


CanactrMsKim 
BaMingersing? 
McEnroe ahould 
know since he wants her 
to provide backup vocals 
for a record he and Pat 
Cash are cutting 

and Cash will be playing 
the guitar, should you 
be wondering Even if 
their efforts could turn 
out to be painful for the 
hstener, it is all for a 
good cause, raising 
money for the Armenian 
Disaster Appeal, which 
has taken on a new 
urgency after the recent 
earthquake 
One question which 
nobody seems to have 
thought of IS can the 
sultry siren, Bassinger 
sing‘> 
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FROM TEE TO GREEN 





&UT DO NOT LET THEM GO 
PAST 90 ATTHETOP 


■ ■'a!i 




NEAt?Lt EVt-<rONE NEEDS TO 
SLOW DOWN THEIR SWING AT 

times 



. ^„g|Pr.^ 1(1 

. ih 


For actnsistently 

PACED ACTION TRY 
\ COC'NTINO 1 ? 5 TOTHly 
\tOP OF THE BACK - / 

\ SWING THEN 4 3 b / 
\ DOWN THROUGH / 
\lMPAri AND UP / 

\ TO THE fOLLOW-/ 

1 THROUGH I 


/BY \ 

/concentrating \ 

/ ON COUNTING \ 
/ rathlr than the ' 
'^SHOTTOUR RHYTHM WILL 
IMPROVE 




















QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who became the first British 
tennis player to win a Wimbledon 
singles title after the Second World 
War? 

2. From which poem of Rudyard 
Kipling are the two lines displayed 
over the entrance to the 
Wimbledon Centre Court ("If you 
can meet with Triumph and 
Disaster/And treat those two 
imposters just the same. 

ANSWERS 

1. Angela Mortimer in 1961 (who 
beat Christine Truman 4-6,6-4, 

7-5 to win the women’s singles 
title). 

2. “If." 

CHESS 

Almost unnoticed in the 
excitement of Amuid’s Candidates 
qualification. Dibyendu Barua 
became India’s second GM. He 
won the Duncan GM tourney at 
Calcutta scoring- eVa/lO in a 
double round event. That meant 
his third norm and hence the title. 

Barua’s inventiveness and 
talent have never been questioned 
but his ability to prepare the 
openings always has. At long last 
he seems to be coming to terms 
with the problem and with the 
anxiety, of the final norm behind 
him he should be able to improve 
further. 

White: Barua Vs Black: Palatnik ■ 
Calcutta’91. , 

le4 C5 2 Ne 6 Nc6 3 f4 ge 4 Bc4 Bg7 5 NtS e6| 
e 15Nge77fi)6de6. An interesting j 

sidelight is that GM Mikhail 
Palatnik usually employs the 
Alekhine Defence, while Barua 
always plays open systems (3d4) 
against the Sicilian. So 
presumably Platnik came 
prepared for the opien Sicilian and 
Barua crossed his plans by 
playing the Grand Prix attack. 

Here black can make things 
interesting by capturing 7-fe6 
8d3a69a4Nd4100 0. White 
deviates from the book which 
recommends a quick exchange 
with 10 Nxdf4 ed4 11 Ne2 etc. 

10-Nee6 U KU NxtS 12 0xf3 0*013 QC 
b6 M Rdl! m 15 Ne3 Ne516 Bb3 bS 17 ab5 


abS 18 Sn8 QiaS 19 Qb4 QaB 20 edit? Nzd3. 

The last move initiates great 
complications. Black probably 
didn’t fancy 20—b4 2l Ng4 Nxd3 
22 Bh6 -with an attack. Nor does 
20-bc4 21 Bxc4! Nxc4 22 Nxc4 
look very appetising. 

21 ob5 (Ub57 This is a definite 
error. 21—Qb6!? intending to 
remove the cl bishop maintains 
the balance. Now (See Diagram) 
white is winning. 

22 Bg 4! ad7 23 Rdl gS 24 0^ Bxe4 25 
Bxd3 Bids 26 Ne4 RdS 27 Bx^ Bxb 4 28 
Rid7Rzd729Qb8B(8 
30h4K£731Bh6! 

Kxh 6 32 0x18 K 26 33 QgB RIS 34 Qxh7 KeS 
35 Qg7 Kd 6 36 hS Bd3 37 h 6 <6 38 QI 8 Re7 39 
0x16 c4 40 g4 (1-0). White has an easy win. 

By the way there was a printing 
i error in Sportsworld 27 March-2 
I April. The sixth game 
i Anand-Dreev went 34 Qe7 KfS 
I and black resigned. 

I Devangshu Datta 



bridge 

One of the most prestigious of all 
pairs events in the world is the 
Sunday Times invitational where 
1 the minimum qualification 
j required for an invitation is 
I generally a champion of the world 
j or at least a champion of a WBF 
I (World Bridge Federation) zone. 
Among the few who had ever been 
invited with lesser credentials was 
Jaggy Shivdasani, the only Asian 
ever other than regular invitee Zia 
Mahmood of Pakistan, year before 
last. The .format of the event is the 
same every year—16 pairs play 
8-board matches against every 
other pair with Butler-scoring (in 
this, the mean score on a hand is 


calculated without considering 
the two extreme scores and every 
score on that hand imp-ed against 
that mean—so, this is more like a 
team game than pairs). Unlike 
other events, participants are 
required to be formally attired; 
tuxedos for the evening sessions 
are a must. This year’s event, held 
in January as usual, was won by 
the French stars Paul Chemla and 
Michel Perron, who were followed 
by the 81-year-old British world 
champion of the ’60s, Boris 
Schapiix). playing with Scotland’s 
Irving Gordon. Today’s hand is 
from this year’s event. 

Dealer North N-S vul 

NORTH (dummy) 

« 064 
W AK J6 

♦ 93? 

•(k AKQ 

WEST east 

«108 WJ93? 

» 0 9 7 ? W to 5.3- 

♦ AQJ64 ♦K10 5 

k|k 96 * 74 ? 

SOUTH 
4 AK75 
W 64 

♦ B 7 

4 J 10 B 5 3- 


At most tables West overcalled 
in diamonds after which six pairs 
played in four spades from the 
South seat On a heart lead this 
was a none-too-difficult test of 
technique, declarer won in 
dummy, drew two rounds of 
trumps, unblocked the clubs, 

I crossed over with the third trump 
i and played on clubs. 

Michael Rosenberg, playing 
with Zia, received the more testing 
lead of thi-ee rounds of diamonds, 
forcing him to ruff Now it is 
tempting to bash out the top clubs. 
This would work if the defender 
who ruffs started with 3 or 4 
trumps but would fail here. West’s 
overcall might have put 
Rosenberg on the winning 
line—he ruffed the third diamond, 
cashed ace-king of spades, 
finessed the heart jack, cashed 
heart ace and ruffed a heart in 
hand. Now a club was led to the 
queen, the trump queen cashed 
and hearts and clubs continued. 
East could ruff whenever he could 
but had no diamond to cash. 
SantaiHi Chose 
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30TH OPEN 
NATIONAL 
ATHLETICS 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Y OU’VE gotta be 
kidding, man! 
Athletics in this 
city, in May? Get 
outtahere Noway! 

Yeah, that’s what most 
Calcuttans would've 
said, if they’d been asked 
about the feasibility of 
holding the 30th Open 
National Athletics meet 
in their sweltering city 
at this time of the year. 
But they weren’t asked. 
And the meet was held 
anyway. 

38° C and 

approximately 90% 
humidity isn't athletics 


Do winners always run 
in lane 4? Selvrai 
Roberts (583) wins the 
men's 100m while 
Ashwini Nachappa 
(501) does likewise in 
the women’s 100m 


weather. And the results 
achieved at the meet 
back this statement to 
the hilt. And that weisn’t 
all. The organisation 
was a disaster. No 
accomodation for the 
athletes. Confusion in 
the number of laps run. 
Even hitch-ups on the 
footmarks of the javelin 
throwers. 

To start off with, the 
meet was brought 
forward. That’s bad 
enough. Underprepared 
athletes are a sorry 
sight. Then political 
muscle made sure 
groups of disconsolate 
athletes—most of them 


who had just staggered 
off two-day train 
joumeya—sat around on 
the grassy lawns of the 
Salt Lake Stadium while 
election personnel 
occupied the rooms at 
tlie stadium, and when 
contacted, the host 
federation pleaded 
helplessness! What a 
joke. 

Still, these guys had 
come here to run. To 
jump. To throw. And 
that’s what they did. 
Putting all the hassles 
behind them, they did 
what they do best. To the 
best of their abilities. 
They sweated buckets of 


vital fluid. They gasped 
for snatches of oxygen 
from the moisture-laden 
atmosphere. They 
struggled to recuperate 
in between bouts of load 
shedding. And, yet, they 
strived to start the 
season on a winning 
note. 

Ashwini Nachappa 
did. The heavy weight 
training is history. Now 
it’s all about explosive 
speed plus stamina. The 
400m run proved that 
she’s got staying power; 
Saramma struggling in 
her wake to make a race 
of it. Half the distance 
and Ashwini didn’t even 


MIDSUMMER 

MADNESS 













break a sweat Halve the 
distance unce ag^ain and 
she was still better than 
Saramma and Rachita 
Panda The relay gold 
took her personal tally 
to four golds Shades of 
Usha'^Noway Jose 

Reeth Abraham 
smashed the 
nine-year-old long 
jump national record 
with a leap of 
6.28m...fired up by the 
competition from 
Bengal s Tapashi Baur 



That’s one comparison 
this lady don t want As 
one nosey journalist 
found out ‘Are you 
going to be running the 
400m hurdles too’ he 
asked He barely got out 
of there alive 
Selvraj Roberts did 
too Finely muscled 
And ever smilmg The 
200m came easy Aijun 
Deviah following him to 
the hne The lOOm was 
another story 
altogether By the time 
he pried himself off the 
blocks the rest of the 
field had a five metre 
headstait 50m on and 
he was fourth And with 
20 metres to go he was a 
runaway winnei Good 
for Roberts suie But it 
doesn t speak much of 
the spf inting talent in 
this country if someone 
IS allowed to come off a 
horrendous first 50 like 
this towm 
Vijaypal Singh won 
too Ho hum Tell us 
something new i ig ht ’ 
This guy might be a 
clear raetie and some 
behind the ozone bound 
Bubka but he s still the 


h ASHBri^ AH OA 




Aparna Bhoyer (473), 
being chased by 
Poonam Singh 
(second from ien) and 
Kamiesh Kumari (663), 
bandied the shifts in 
pace the best to win 
the women’s 1,500m 

best pole vaulter we’ve 
got. So what if he keeps 
Mling sideways and 
hurting himself- -this 
time it was a broken 
tooth while training at 
Patiala just weeks prior 
to the meet—at least he’s 
still hanging (no pun 
i intended) in there. 
Problem was, the 
orgauiisers of this meet 
didn’t feel the same way. 
Even as the bearded 
vaulter lined up his pole 
for 4.95m, they 
switched the stadium 
hghts off! A subtle hint? 
Like hell. 

It finally took anger to 
bring the best out. The 
100m hurdles silver 


wasn’t enough for Reeth 
Abraham. She wanted 
the long jump gold too. 
And it seemed hers till 
Bengal’s Tapashi Baur 
sounded the board for a 
meet-record shattering 
6.14m. Last jump. A 
fired-up Reeth 
crouched, sprinted, 
screamed and j umped. 
6.28. A new national 
record. Wish I'd had a 
video camera to capture 
her joyous jig for 
posterity The pressure 
got to Tapashi. The gold 
wasReeth’s. Whew. 
Nerve-racking stuff 
this. 

There were others who 
didn’t win. But ran away 
with our hearts 
nevertheless. Like the 
12-year-old darling 
from Manipur, S. 
Linthoingambi Devi. 
She's small. Slim. And 
frail. But she’s gutsy. 
Loping along barefoot, 
she was a picture of 


determination in the 
10.000m. The officials 
might have lost count of 
the laps completed. She 
didn’t. And came in 
second. 

Like the diminutive 
teenager from 
Bangalore, Poonam 
Singh. The sticky heat 
saw her come unglued 
in the 1,500m. The 
sudden shifts in pace 
leaving her strugghng 
in fifth place. The jaw 
was set again two days 
later. It was do-or-die in 
the 3000m. The heat and 
her frailty—she’d run 
the 800m heats and 
qualified there 
too—combining to leave 
her fourth. For her, it 
was almost as bad as 
death. For us, glimpses 
of the heart of a 
champion. 

Like the resurrected 
Bahadur Prasad. 
Crucified after his 
Beijing Asian Games 


debacle, this was one 
confused man. His team. 
Railways, thought it fit 
to bring him here. But 
not fit enough to 
participate. Others 
didn’t think so. Bahadur 
was confused. Finally, 
much wrangling later, 
he ran the 1,500m. But 
for Delhi. And finished 
second to Railways’ 
teammate (hell, this is 
confusing) Ram Niwas. 
Tears flecked the valiant 
runner’s eyes as he 
explained that he didn’t 
believe he could run like 
this. Can this be the 
same man who was 
India’s rising star last 
year? Jeez, what’s 
happening to Indian 
athletics? 

And like Rachita 
Panda. Third in the 
women’s lOOm. Second 
in the 200m. Dejection 
set in Was she 
condemned to being the 
perennial runner-up? 
Could she ever beat the 
hkes of Nachappa and 
Saramma? When asked 
about the reason for her 
tightness, Rachita put it 
down to overtraining. 
Overtraining? At the 
very first meet of the 
season? And one that 
was brought forward? 
Tell me about it. 

As the speeches 
droned on at the closing 
ceremony, a certain 
aura permeated the 
entire gathering. One of 
futility. The athletes, 
with a feeling of the 
whole meet having been 
an exercise in futility. 
The organisers, with a 
feeling that all their 
hard work had come to 
naught. Hey, what the 
hell were all of us doing 
there anyway? 

PradeepPmjl 




















liMrt-«nd tlM tilvar 
m e dal w Hh «gut»y 
performance in the 
efomen’e 10,000m 


(Below) While Reeth Abraham’e (in yellow) 
moment of true glory came at the tong Jump pH, 
■he was good enough for aHver in the women’s 
100m hurwea. (Inset, left) Vimla Singh (right) and 
Heath ara all smites after their one-two In the 100m 
hurdles 















PERSONALITY 





Ciint Eastwood 


might be pushing 


60 , but he*s stiii 
as tough as nails 
and needs a 
workout to really 
make his day 



actor/director 
Clint Eastwood, 
one of 

Hollywood’s 
favourite tough gnys? Says a crew 
member on The Rookie, 

Eastwood's new cop movie, "The 
boss is really buffed!" 

It’s Thursday night at Jacques m 
the Badisson Hotel in San Jose, 
California, where they’re filming 
The Rookie. Virtually everyone in 
the oast and crew has Bomethmg 
to say about the brawn and vigour 
of Eastwood, who’s locAdng i 
notably cut and vascular. What 
other 60~year—old looks this 
good? Pei^ps a bodybuildOT or 
two, but then, Eastwood’s been 
an iron warrior lor decades. 

"1 remember working on The 
DeadPool, Eastwood’s last Dirty 
Harry flitdt," says aatagehand. 
"There’s this one scene in a weight 
room in which Clint curls 


40—pound diunbbells, aorepsata 
tune. I assumed he was using 
weights made of balsa wood, t 
nearly broke my back trying to 
pick up those puppies!” 

Clint has sp^ nearer a lifttimi 
lifting heavy objects. As a 
teenager, he prtferr^ manual 
labour. He worked as a hayhaler 
andlumberjadk. He started lifting 
weights at 19, when ' 
widj^tr-tiainingsn^ • 
bodybuildingware rslegalad4o 









baokailey gwaiiiirttqps with 
blaok^iToini^ 

an £rea-«e(^;bt training 
back says "I liked 

lifting wsigbta because I always 
Iblt go^after a workout. I siiso 
.Ukea'todzijDk a lot beer and I 
fil^uedlbrt lifting was a good way 
tostaykbba]^.^ 

Ifywgobadk through his 
|u:tingoaree^trom h^ days as 
Bot^ Yates in fiawhidetothe 
itBbade Pink psdil/ao^Eastwood 
Jim always locdced virile and fit. 

. fleel^ has the body of ayounger 
man,'even if the fao3 has wrinkles. 
Eastwood's biceps are becoming as 
Ingashis 

bca—oflBoemuscde—which is still - 
of the largest in the industry. 

Intact, Eastwood's lean and 
muscular physique, 6*4.009 at 
190 pounds, was compelling 
enough to pu t him on the cover of 
Ml^CLiE and FITNESS awhile back. 
Eastwood and Joe Welder, a giant 
in his own field, became fHends 
several years ago after Joe 
donated a full line of Welder 
equipment to the Carmel Youth 
Oenter-^ne of Eastwood’s pet 
prq}ects during his stint as 
mayor. 

Eastwood wanted to do 
something special for Joe in 
return. He had heard that Joe was 
thinking about getting into the 
health club business, so he offered 
to use the Welder name in one of 
his movies. When The Dead Pool 
required a scene in a weight room, 
Q^t called it the Welder Fitness 
Center, giving the name 
intsmatioosi exposure through 
hisfilm. 

In spite of his tough on - screen 
hoage, Chnt is surprisingly qifiet 
and approsphshie in conversation. 
And loves to talk about his 

personal training program. To 
put (m mnsde for 7%e JRookie. 
Eastwood hicrsased his weight 
tikining, decreased hie 
eardiovasoidar workout, and 
followed a high—protein 

diet. 

Instead of his usual 2—3 hour 
workout four days a week. 

Eastwood switched to a 

<me—hour—a—day, 

awen —days—a—week routine. 

*'0ne day I’ll go In and do an hour 

of^ustshouldefs and arms,” be 

saysi ”Tbe next day ru do an hour 

. of bacdE and chest. NeaS: day legs. 


Then, depmiding on iny schedule, 
ru run or use the Staii^iastecr mr a 
oompiltwrised stationary bike.” 

Eastwood, who usually trains 
by hims^, rarely misses a 
workout. "When Fm working at 
night, 1 train during thediy, and 
wtonFm working days, 1 train at 
night," he says. "After working 
aU night tonight, for examfde. I’ll 
get to bed around 6 a.m, deep 
until 3 p.m., and to straight to the 
gym. Then ni goWsk to work. I 
have a hell of a social life!” 

But that’s his choice; fitness is a 
priority. “That's what you've got 
todo,”hesayB. Tluringthe days 


Eastwood maintains a low— 
fet, high protein diet. He also 
pays close attention to his 
cholesterol levels (his father, 
a meat—and—potatoes man, 
died at an early age of car¬ 
diovascular disease). He con¬ 
sults wite a nutritionist, but 
generalty stK^ to the fOltow- 
ing diet: 

-1 Fish (his main source of 
protein) 

-1 Pasta 

"1 Fonts and vegetables 
-1 No dairy products (he 
hasn’t had an egg in years) 
-1 No red meat (except for 
the occasional Dirty Harry 
burger at his restaurant the 
Hog's Breath inn in Carmel. 
-1 Protein sijpplements 
-1 Amino acids 
-1 Vitamin supplements and 


of the black iron. You had to really 
gut it out with a lotof rusty 
equipment. We used to waste a lot 
of time c hang in g plates. But with 
all this new equipment, it’s 
actually getting easier to train. 
B^des 1 also don’t have the 
(fistmetions I had when I was 19.” 

Is Eastwood as fit as he looks? 
He isin such superb oonditiem,” 
says Dr. Harry Demopoulos, his 
personal jdiysician. “He never eats 
fat. he takes his antioxidants 
faithfully, works out like a 
demon, and gets {den^y of sleep, 
wbichis an area that teoften 
negleoted in a fitness program. 


When we pit him agpdnst a stress 
test machine, Chnt wins. He has 
become almost superhuman. His 
strength is anuuting.” 

Eastwood’s bodyfoti says 
Demopoulos. islessthan 10% 
based on an 

underwater- weighing analysis. 
“Fve never carried much bodyfot," 
aiys Eastwood, “but I’ve always 
beM pretty good about watching 
my diet.” 

There’s never been a box—oftioe 
attraction like Clint Eaetwood. His 
films have gp:o8sed more than $1.5 
billion. Both his work and 


training have alwasre been 
remarlmbly consistent. He has 
alwa3rs known what his audimoe 
wants, and he never lets them, 
down. Likewise, he has always 
known what his body oould 
acoompl^, and he never lets 
eMusea interfore with his 
workouts. “Fve been doing this for 
a long time,” Eastwood says. 

“Even if I don’t fe^ hke training, I 
still do it. When you’re akid. you 
keep thinking you oan put it Off 
until tomorrow. As you get older,. 
it becomes a part of your lifestyle 
and you realise there may not be a 
toiUorrow.” • 




FRAMED? 


AAoienhi Vs AAcntidona 


And afttf ottf iwuai bit of snot^ 
•roobd we to iqoMov lOiBetliing 




«I :.J * .-1 > If. k'M * »i # m <-71'J 


Iliqdeued «rii& Hie ImmI^ 




(fflTwTsSSt 


»1SV 7 '*} tf'iytijjiv Wf*** 


mdnmiMiiMQBii' 


d^« piieeM «s^(toeln OeWeijhfftl^ ^ 

mmeMiavML ^Mjetovmeto^irirtaSlheta 
1h»lii$tler^ae^”jieMMLAn(tJaft,4MS^^ 


^!ili7:t iT’ F-T^.t' • Sl ' 


, mi,#iaf»netiA.Ka|39m 

oiAeiMitrf Sii ilStiMi.lNw riedBAownpeign.' 
SVbnderwtwibe'egdto gdn-fpom ax ttria. tut He*! 
oofteMydoingadafnRtnaiob. 

Rivt to facaive amtaoTMa PR acumen was 
Maneur An raw Pataui who hadK«a>X 
canipaigning lor Nm. Pataudi is contasiing on a 
CongrusO) tetot tom Bhopal and Kapii was 
tiara oiriy because "Tlw is a dear Aland and not 
because of any party nMiaMon.” Asked whether ha 
would also canpaign for Chelan Ch«4han his 
former teammate who is a BJP oandidBte, KsfSi 
said, "tf ttSts ink} rny sdiedule, riiodcwtaMy. 
Chetao B a goodfrteiid.” 

A new pontiewl oueer rriay soon gd undwway. 
6d Kapil shodd get hisparty affinetions 
siraidSenedoutnrsL 

Kjara; l aesiay lallifcPH spea lre swhwiae 





































Ahti-Agassi 


AIm-■*» - 
aww my w p wf t w ipipi 































fputodxioti-'t$'intM 


m0pl9, most, ay 
iaiih« irou^ Bot M aw 
taring hone for dlazwr.. 
like thewi'B ttia oraar 
tuara. mM to be ttifar ftt 
lowB. it’s atalostod.on** 
tun. Aad it audEBB aodw 
xBciney. Itaed ]Q^Jkad it 
beo om e e tomcnis. Heed, 
BOW EiigAde for BcanlMiy 
art euotkm invltatioaw. 
Axtd tottt. aadtoie tonot 
ooUeiige-eaBteem pop> 
pUddoMipliy. atonep ai^ 
eqnida ixwcMiiitail- 
itf. Bead )unl togait. .80 
cnetun wtao at is 
was always Ires for 
hiwdx. now St SScwb'I fB 
yon in. ScdwitadBB, you 
know? BogwaSb. AU I 
know is ttaid SOtta beb* 
toiy qport appears to be- 
^ 1 ^ end wltta. XM^ 
aQB. Hw qpansors osn 
but 1 wont. 

, weatlMMrtasatito jobr- 
talk adtoot lbe 
good ois days wben 
{daysr told wriur twd a 
relaxed, easy rsla- 
tionstaip. What hap» 
pSnsd? Journalists 
brsaohed that rela- 
ttonsfaip by going yel> 
low. but sportsprasons 
got ricdi, arragant and 
silly too. 

I onoe ohand a fsw 
orioketers for two days 
attsmpting to azrange a 
fxdlecUve interview, but 
gave up bsoauae it evan- 
toally wasn't worth ttw 
effort n» prohlBiin was 
nstawroffhemwsswiQ- 
higtobsdiefirsttoaosn* 

IBit.TOUgStX'.SBidT, 

"and rvs got no prcfo- 
Ism*. That's silly. 

The most rtoaxsd in- 
tarriew 1 have ever dotw 
eras with Sunil Qavna> 
kar. Sad he to rich and 
ftoBoas. Be was bright. 
totobtooiBg/'dMtoit, in- 
tomjnnt HsswUtoTsss. 

' he Is ah aaedpilQn. 
gpqstspsrabto'- 



:engagihg obnesrika' 
tibnaiisto. itaonbiiytl- 
ablea more pbinsum 

than stodeiintoel'.^.’be' 
i$ix, tashig 

day. profoastoimi: lima, 
ege IS lieavsB Iditto. time 
for sdmafaop whito to- 
wsyis pa^^etnating in* 
eutoi^. Yto evhn.whsn 
ihsy speak on th^ own 
iport, thay in rsniy ei^ 
tisutoto or wtol read oh 
h. lunhiiimi often otoude 
oldeothdty sad to put it 
tomply opoa an inteiv 
vtew to done there to ]&• 
dsihocHtonon. 

B Joainidtoto Uke ms 
then have preoaDcteved 
ntoions ahoot mxatopeTf 
sons is some¬ 
thing vritoh they bl^ 
in your Ihde.. 14ke last 
week, when I had ^Pnsr 
whh AshwinlNstoiappa, 
Raeih Abvihato. SuaB> 
Atandiam tom Bo bnero . 
Singh. They were 


bherndng.,' .'uhptwtoto* ' 
tioua, chat^. wtol In¬ 
formed. oaeuat and 
womderfol bompeny. 

They wme ordiniucy, 
yet extraordinary 
psofde;-'.. 

Sunil* who ruiaa a. 
eehobl for ybhng 
aUdtoei.oellsd SU^.ih' 
Bengsloie, toid to i^btoh 
to all thtoe ladies, is hi* 
teaee, eometimee 
dcwmatic taut adwaye 
toaming. He still doean*t 
agree that Sttofi Oraf 
will make a great 
athlato. taut then sport- 
spbraona idwaye tatotove 
met their dtoc^tmne to 
the taeto end the tough- 
sat. lii^be he toiould 
watch SteHi at Wimta- 

Bto^. etogant. 00m- 
poeed. taeltoe the taeltef 
that mpilwni tae 

ohaitotone. 'Xhe rtoy tae- 
fixe altohndEe the aeven 



tahrely heafvltee.'idfy'^ 
sridapered* .'Thtoiic-ywc^* 

Potoiatofiia^-|isto 3^ 
and a kmgmlMiir'.iitoo. 
tenoe'mnnsr of ma/M. 
potqmtos. to awlim imndie 
of toOGby g^giee* 
ing with youth end aw- 
. uberanee, yet' to be 
touched bf ItoBe taut f 
' have a 'fSeiing: that' ;ii^. 
'Bbi'^bto'formeay.; 

And, of ootmw thtoe 
wee Miee Nasbappa. 
Itour gold medsto toihe 
ladton OpdcL, ihs oeto%> 
try'e beet 800m and 
400m runner. Bid ahe 
forget to preen tlmv 
evening? Berhapa, tae^ 
cause 1 saw nothing but 
a laughing 83-year-old. 

"How's your film 
doing Atoiwmi?" v 

"Well youll hare to 
bby tickets in fdaok*, 
ehequtpe. 

"TuSit TT !f*M>e you have 
to talk to me", behowed 

Biinij . 

Qlsmoor girl. Ocdciur- 
All leotards. On the cov¬ 
er at Sodsty. Modal. If 
then to a frivolity, then 
beneath to to a tougbneee 
of someone wakhig up 
every momiag at 6 a.m.. 
I juet want to win an. 
Aston gold”, dammfmia 
a brief mraniwnt of trank 
talk. AShwinl 'kaam. 
whoeheto:'' ' 


over 14 leTt’a.-wer, 
ntaasBito ftehnw'But 


. ... aft w. L: ^ ... - 1 
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OUR CORPORATE GROWTH 


Growing customer 
Confidence. 

For most companies, growth is 
usually caqHressed in terms of 
turnover. Looking at our balance 
sheet, the sales figures show an 
Impressive growth rate of 29.6% 
The highest ever. 

And yet, our strength lies in our 
satMSied policy-holders, whose 
dahns tc^prlorlty. We settled 
over 3.5 lakh claims last year, 
the tend Uahillly aniounttag to 
over Ihk 400 crones. Our settled 


policy-holders from all walks of 
life, 1^ individual householders, 
businessmen, self-employed, 
doctors, ei^ineers, con^uter 
professionals, small traders and 
shopkeepers, frrmers, cattle and 
poultry owners and a host of 
others. Their number keeps 
growif^ year after year. 

l>e«r custCMner. For you we 
have special cells for Grievance 
Itedreasd, Customer Adtice and 
Risk Mam^^cnt And a work 
ftxoe (rf 18,000 to attmtd to your 
varied oeedks id msfrlyatbowHuid 
offices, aU over ImhfiL 


Yes, our corporsue growth has 
been Impressive. More so, as an 
expression of your ever-growing 
confidence in us. 



THE 

ORIENTAL 
INSURANCE 
COMPANY UMITED 

(AsubdiUxryafGea ImLCoiy oftadi*) 

Cuatomer firiendly. 

An Otiental iiVHtttkm. 
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^be per£ection of Vivaldi Readymades 


Nw Bombay Dyeing has more readymade 
perfection up its sleeve From readymade trousers 
to readpmde ni^t-suits, youll get the same 
metieulous attention to quality that youVe already 
(Usoovered in Vivaldi Shuts. 

Beginnuig with the selection of the yam and fabric, 
every detail is crafted mOi the finest workmanship 
The buttons, ttie zips, the elastic, the tiiread. aU 
carefully chosen The seams are neatly finished, the 
podcets perfectly fitted. You won’t find a thing out 
of place m Vivaldi readymades. Wiatyou will find is 
perfection aU the way. 

The N^di rai^ of readymades Because there’s 
more to a professional’s d^ than just business' 
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[VIVALDI 


_m'THItBADCff QUAUnRtmSiaOHTTH^ 


BOMBAY DYEING 







DILIP VENGSARKAR 


WHY IS HE so 

UNLOVED? 


THE HUMAM^ING BEHIND 
TtiE^HfCKETER 


0 








“"it WAS MY ENTIRE WORLD, " ” 

untiltherewas'you.'" " 

THE KITE DRIFTED WITO MY THOUGHTS. 
I’D WATCH YOU, AND"^EAM 
WE’D GRO¥uP, marry".. 

.TODAY MY HEART SO^S.“ _. 

THERE ARE"nO KITp' TO CUT 
IS™SSflLL"ADREAM?' 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 


TUieETim 

431. Sir Richard Hadlee. That is the entry in the record 
books for the highest wicket taker in Tests. Four 
contemporary bowlers are trying their best to erase the record. 

What chances do they have of achieving this milestone? 
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DILIP VENGSARKAR 


COVERSTORY 


1 


HY IS HE SO 



VERYTHING about Dihp 
Vengsarkar IS big His world 
IS big His domestic scores 
are big (he insists it doesn t 
matter) His flat, situated at 
Worli IS big His social life 
(much as he would like to deny it) is big 
His contribution to Bombay’s Ranji 
Trophy final effort was big Even the 
boos he IS capable of drawing on the field 
are big His pretty wife, Manali is little 
but her presence is big Vengsarkar 
makes big money His laugh is big When 
he screws up he screws up extra big His 
talent (please pay heed) is enormously 
big, almost as big as his potential He's 
big— well over six feet—though his waist 
IS small His bat is about the biggest 
anybody swings (so he told me) and so is 
his mouth His public image is big 
arrogant, immature and an egocentric 
they call him 

But ironically, the misconceptions that 
people form about him are even bigger 
You think you know this guy*^ Big 
- mistake' 

Robin Chatter jee “"‘‘P vengsarkar is the 

- subject Unfortunately 

spent some time though, he may not be 

——— - everybody’s favourite topic 

with Vengsarkar of discussion The guy just 

doesu t havc a defence 

anH hie famihr Almost everyone thinks he’s 

ana ms la mny a sucker But there’s no 


andhisfaiiiiin 

to see the human] 

1 . K concerned Oilip Vengsarkar 

henma has got class And we’ve got 
the facts —6,498 runs m 

the contro V ersial 105 Tests out of which 17 

^ were scored in multiples 
CriCKeter of 100 or more—to b^k up 

this statement Now 
did anybody call him a sucker’ 


Dilip Vengsarkar is quite hot (read 
nice) when it comes to being an 
mdividual But he’s got this negative 
attitude about giving interviews He’s a 




tnlle misunderstood but then so is 
everybody 

“Me, I’m a loner,” he says “A simple 
person with simple tastes Ihkego^ 
clothes, good food The good things m 
life I’ve got my own set of fnends ” 







UNLOVED? 



Dilip Ven^sarkar han atarted 
maintauiing a low profile lately? Dilip 
Vengsarkar says he can’t talk now. Not 
here (at the Wankhede Stadium). Not in 
the dressing room. Not before the game. 
Not after. Not while he’s changing. Not 


“People have i 
me, he says, 
you say now i; 

m opinion of 
“Whatever 
sn’t going to 

change that. S 
think I’m a nic 
people think 1 
person. Peopl 
me, know w 

lome people 
e guy. Some 
’m a terrible 
e who know 
ho I am...” 


I A family portrait which wife Manali claims 
i has never been clicked. Flanking Oilip and 

Manali are their kids: son Nakul (left) and 
daughter Fallavi (right) 

in his car. Not over lunch or dinner. Not 
even while his back is being worked on 
by the masseur. “No interviews to 
Sportsworld,” our one-time ‘forgotten 
soldier’ asserts firmly. 

But how can anyone get to know the 
Colonel if he doesn’t talk for Chrissakes? 

"You can only talk to me (a bat goes 
into the trunk) if you promise not to talk 
(a couple of soddy pads are dumped 
unceremoniously)cricket.” He looks up 
sideways as if to say, “Well?” 

Problems, problems. Well one had 
absolutely no choice. A number of 
factors—his loss of Test form, a few 
brush-ins with the cricket authorities 
and some adverse publicity from the 
Press—have combined to stifle his actual 
self. Vengsarkar now goes into an 
interview, as if he were going to save 
India from a follow-on. 

“People have an opinion of me,” he 
says. “Whatever you say now isn’t going 
to change that. Some people think I’m a 
nice guy. Some people think I’m a terrible 
person. People who know me, know who 
lam...” 

And you almost believe him until you 
see him the next day. 

“So.” he says. “Is it going to be a 
positive article or what?” Surprise, 
surprise! 

Dilip Vengsarkar insists that he hasn’t 
changed. But it’s 
funny how people 
seem to feel that he 
prefers his own 
company. 

"No the truth is 
that I haven't railly 
done well since, err, 
say my 100th Test 
match. I haven’t done 
extremeiy well,” he 









re-«mpha8ise8 Acconungtoniiy 
standards These circumstances have 
made me change I keep thinking about 
how I have to score more runs and things 
Uke that Hell, that seems a g^ood 
enough reason But all this talk about 
low profile cannot help but give nse to 
another question 

Dihp Vengsarkar s temperament has 
undergone a massive change‘s He was 
always a very subdued person But till 
recently, it was Ehlip who was (inhale) 
soundly rapped across the knuckles by 
the Board for writmg without 
permission was wearing logos without 
permission gfivenashowcausefor 
taking part in a rebel tour to the USA, 
was made to issue a public apology to an 
umpire after abusmg him and kicking 
the stumps during a local match (exhale)' 

But lately it has been off season for 
him Only a minor run in with a reporter 
covermg the Ranji trophy semi finals’ 
Very dull This isn t Vengsarkar Is it the 
same guy who once attracted trouble the 
way a vacuum cleaner attracts dirt’ 
Negative Right Dihp’ 

“There are so many 
incidents that have 
taken place m my 
cricketing career I 
don t want to go 
through It But 
since the last couple 
of months I have 
mellowed down a bit ” 

Mellowed down’ 

Unconcerned is more 
like it But surely 
he did have his 
personal reasons to 
justify his outbursts Like for example 
the B^d fiasco’ 

“The thing is, I had signed a contract 
with the Board where there was a clause 
statmg that I was not allowed to write 
The Windies were tourmg then and I 
think Viv was writing m the local papers 
These columns used to put immense 
pressure on the umpires They said 
things like Aaj ka umpiring was good 
There were no decisions against us ’ But I 
suppose these thmgs happen It’s a part 
of the game now I only wrote m 
retaliation ” And look what it brought 




Dilip Vengsarkar on the 
whole goes on with his life 
more happily than you 
would ever Delieve. He has 
friends, moneydove and a 
very high string of scores. 
He is young (more or less; 
he’s 35) and cares almost 
nothing about what you 
and 1 think about him 




Dihp Vengsarkar is gettmg soft’ 

‘ No 1 think I m getting old ” (Big 
laugh) 

I^p Vengsarkar is also setting up a 
date for a Test comeback’ “The 
Austrahan tour will be the big thmg You 
see It 18 going to be very important Not 
just for me but for Indian cncket I’m 
lookmg forward to it very keenly ’ 

It IS questions like these that promptly 
destroy dreams does he reaUy feel that 
he’ll be going to Australia’ 

“No comments ’ 

Is there anything Uiat can stop him’ 

“I don’t want to talk about myself ’’ 

Case closed 

Dihp Vengsarkar doesn’t need to His 
domestic performances speak volumes' 
Add to it the fact that there have been 
some players who make it to Test teams, 
but later on don’t even play for their 
respective zones or State If for the last 
two years Dihp Vengsarkar has been 



















doing precious little with the bat, then 
ditto for a lot of other so called promising 
batsmen. These are the types who tag 
alongfor extensive tours abroad and 
remain a part of excess baggage with just 
a county match thrown in for fringe 
benefits. And yet, ironically, they get a 
chance and not Dilip. 

“Maybe people feel that I’ve let them 
down. They feel that I should score a 
hundred everytime I go out. I personally 
don’t think that it’s possible. Motivation 
is important for a player. ’’ 

Dilip Vengsarkar lacks motivation? 
Maybe that should be the key word.one 
look at the packed Indian middle order 
and one has to draw motivation from 
other sources. “Actually I know where I 
stand not only in Indian cricket, but also 
in the international scene. I don’t really 
think about any competition." 
Vengsarkar says. But then neither does 
anyone of them. 


Dilip Vengsarkar’s constant spouting 
of dialogues like, “I play as I have to 
play,” could be understood as lack of 
motivation. Immediately, the temper that 
has sent so many Board members 
scrambling for cover is slowly revealed. 
“If there’s no motivation in me then 
there’s no point in carrying on. I believe 
in that. If I’m not fit enough to play then I 
wUl not carry on. I believe in that. If I’m 
not fit enough to play then I will not 
carry on. Tell me why should I carry on? 
And besides,” he glared. “I thought we 
agreed not to talk about cricket.” 

Dilip Vengsarkar first noticed a girl 
called Manali in the foyer of the Oberoi 
Grand in Calcutta. We’re talking 
hardcore romance here and we’re going 
back a full decade. "She was with her 
parents,” butts in Dilip. He. with the 
Indian team, and riding the crest of a 
wave. How come? Big scores, man. 

“She had come with her parents on a 
business trip and we just happened to 
bump into each other in the hotel. At that 
time I didn’t know that she was from 
Bombay.” Love at first sight? 

“Heh, heh,” the blush had by now made 
its way up to his forehead. “Not really 
yaar,” he says with a hint of machismo. 
“But after some time it did happen. We 
were married soon after, God, it’s been 
ten full years!” He’s got two kids to prove 
his point: a son Nakul and a daughter 
Pallavi. Manali looks as though she’s just 
been married the week before and is 
perfectly at home with strange 
journalists. Her constant talking, 
laughter and zest for life can well bring 
grown men to tears. 

Dilip Vengsarkar on the whole goes on 
with his life more happily than you 
would ever believe. He has friends, 
money, love, and a very high string of 
scores. He is young (more or less; he’s 35) 
and cares almost nothing about what you 
and I think about him. He does not want 
to be your robot, hero, villian, role model, 
autograph, criminal, scientific 
experiment or saviour. He’s got the style, 
and sooner or later he’s gonna show it. 
“Form is temporary, class is permanent,” 
he spouts. 

But there’s just one hitch: Dilip 
Vengsarkar is painfully human. Cut 
him, and he’ll bleed. 
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THE INTERVIEW 


VENGSARKAR 


TORE TO SHREDS 


Being one of the seniormost cricketers in the country, how 
do you evaluate India’s position in world cricket? 

Not very impressive. India is certainly not rated 
highly in the world now. Although we won the 
one-day series, we lost the Test series in England. 
This has not helped our image. 

The coming tour of Australia will be very crucial 
for India. Our reputation internationally will 
depend a lot on this series because Australia are 
among the three best in the world. India will have to 
do extremely well in this hard tour Down Under. 

But Australia have been drubbed by the West Indies 
recently. Won’t that ffect their morale? 

I don’t think so. The Aussies are all tough 
cricketers. Look at their performances in the last 
three—four years. Brilliant. The West Indies defeat 
will have no hang over for them. Plus, don’t forget 
that Australia lost to a side which is equally good. In 
fact, the Australians will be looking forward to the 
Indians on their soil. 

That means the selection of the Indian team will have to 
be carefully done. 

Definitely. Australia is a vast country with different 
types of conditions. The Indian team should have a 
good balance between experience and young 
players. They have to be mentally strong 

Two major factors which rattled the Indians in the 
Caribbean in 1989 were the battery of fast bowlers and the 
pacy wickets. Similar conditions will also prevail in 
Australia. How will the Indians cope up to this? You had 
said that many batsmen ran away from the fast bowling. 
Look, what happened in West Indies was that 1 failed 
to get runs. 1 was the captain and lot was expected of 
me. Thad been to the West Indies twice before and 
therefore had to score the runs. My bad form 



It won after much coaxing that DILIP VEN6SARKAR gavt SOUMITRA BOSE ofThe 
Telegraph an intercictr during the fianji Trophgsemis in Itomhay. .i.s’ per 
Vengsarkar's instructions. Hose sent a transcript of the intercieu' to the 
Bombay dressing room, Vengsarkar tore up the transcript and sent it hack 
with a note to Bose saying he didn't like “The way you have written it." .4 
confrontation between journalist and cricketer followed. 

Sportsworld, without taking sides, produces the interview (which 
incidentally is on tape) word to word We do not think it to he a breach of 
agreement with Vengsarkar. In fact we feel that there is truth in many of the 
things he has said. And the people have the right to know. 

P.S. On the fifth day of the final against Haryana, Veng,sarkar went on to 
become the hero of the game. Congratulations and keep it up Dilip. 
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Azhar was one of those accused by 
Vengsarkar of running away from the 
West Indian bowling 


in India there are a very few journalists 
who understand cricket...If they don’t 
like somebody’s face they will write 
against him. .There are some who feel 
they are kingmakers. Most journalists 
have a prejudiced mind. 

It is the press which gives you all this 
profile tags. Actually if I don't like 
someone, I tell him straight on his face. 
Some people ask me stupid questions. 
These put me off. 1 am too blunt for all 
this 


affected the morale of the side. Plus, there were 
others who did not perform according to their own 
standards. 

Also, in the last 10-12 Test matches, I have not 
scored a single hundred. I have been getting out in 
the 50s and 60s. It’s just lack of form. These things 
happen in everybody’s life. True, I was not scoring 
according to my standards. 

Your domestic cricket performance this season has been 
quite good. 

(Interrupting) The standard of our domestic cricket 
is very low. D^sn’t really help. There is a big gap 
between our domestic cricket and international 
cricket. It is not a great thing to get big scores here. 
Scoring in international matches is all that counts. 
That helps to build confidence. 

That means your string of good scores have not helped your 
sagging confidence? 

(irritatedly) Now. don’t try to put words into my 
mouth. 

But then how are you going to regain that confidence which 
will help you get those big runs again? 

Look, I have told you that scoring heavily in 
domestic cricket doesn’t mean you esm score big in 
the international arena. As far as I am concerned, it 
is a matter of one big innings in Test cricket and I 
am sure I will regain all my confidence. 

Your indifferent form saw your exclusion from the Pakistan 
tour that followed the Windies. Then you were again not on 
the team that went to New Zealand under Azharuddin. But 
things looked up for you briefly when you were called in as a 
replacement for the injured Navjyot Sidhu. But again you 
failed in New Zealand. 

Yes, what actually happened that I was initially not 
picked for the tour of New Zealand. That put me off 
completely. I was really disappointed because I was 
playing well in domestic cricket and thought that I 
would be selected. But I wasn’t. And just before I was 
asked to go to New Zealand as a replacement, I was 
hardly playing any cricket. I was holidaying in Goa. 
You don’t play a Test match straightaway from the 
beaches of Goa. 

So you must have been extremely cheesed off with the 
selectors for first dropping you and then sending you as a 
reinforcement? 

It was ridiculous. First of all I never expected that 
they (the selectors) would do this to me. I would have 
digested my dropping if the selectors had picked 
someone who was my equal or better than me. 

Your current domestic performance has impressed the 
selectors. Maybe, the Australian series will give you a fresh 
lease of life? 

Well, I am going to do my level best. I am looking 
forward to the tour very much and hope that a 









On the West Indies tour: Captains Vengsarkar 
and Richards. Managers Venkatraghavan and 
Clive Lloyd 

single big innings will come my way soon. I would 
love to look at things more positively now and would 
like to forget the disappointments. 

Between now and the Australian tour later this year, there 
is a pretty big gap. How are you going to prepare yourself? 
There’s no good cricket ahead, so the emphasis will 
be on physical training. I am not becoming any 
younger (Vengsarkar is 35) and thus keeping my¬ 
self physically strong for another couple of years is 
very important for me. I must not feel the strain in 
my body. 

Since Indian squads are generally selected on the basis of 
performances in domestic cricket, you are surely banking 
on your showing in the Ranji Trophy? 

It’s not fair to select somebody purely on the basis of 
his scores in domestic cricket. It’s easier to go in and 
slam a hundred in a Ranji match, but not quite the 
same in a Test match. Therefore, the selectors’ wis¬ 
dom and foresight becomes extremely important 
while picking a side. There’s no point in pushing in 
a guy in the Indian team and pull curtains on his 
career say after one tour. 

Of late, a crop of youngsters has emerged who are threaten* 
ing the seniors in the national side. What do you feel about 
them? 

It’s a good sign for Indian cricket, but I did want 


PHAOEEP MANDHANI 

them to wait for their turn to play for the country I 
think they should not hurry. The youngsters 
should at least play at the national level for three 
years and then venture into the international scene. 
Even if the youngsters find a place in the national 
team, they should be groomed properly. 

Then how do you look at the future of Indian cricket? 

There is a flood of batsmen, but where are the bow¬ 
lers who can win a Test match for us? We have to do 
a lot of planning for the future. Firstly, our dead 
wickets should be overhauled immediately. They are 
killing our bowlers. 

1 would like to see that the upcoming bowlers try 
and avoid the one-day matches. Look at chaps like 
Maninder Singh and Lakshman Sivaramakrishnan. 
Just when it s^med they were taking over the 
mantle of Bedi, Prasanna and Chandrasekhar, they 
were finished. One-day stuff is the main rejtson. A 
spinners’ artistry is crushed while bowling in a 
one-day match. 

Have you enjoyed captaincy? 

Oh yes, I did. 

But you haven't been a successful captain... 

I don’t know what you mean by being a successful 
captain? 

I mean ieading the side without affecting your own per¬ 
formance and also the number of wins. 

Don’t forget that of the ten Test matches 1 have led, 
two series were against the West Indies—the best 




vengsarkar and W. V. Raman take a break from 
facing the fast bowling and relax on a Caribbean 
beach 

side in the world. The 1989 drubbing apart, the 
1987-88 series was drawn and I think that was quite 
satisfactory. 

Weren’t you stripped off your captaincy quite uncere¬ 
moniously? 

Well, that happens. In the last West Indies tour. I 
was out of form and more over India were mauled. 

So one had it. And if you look at the history of 
Indian cricket, a captain has been dumped after a 
bad series. It’s very simple. If you score runs or gain 
victories, you stay and if you don’t you are gone. 

But that doesn’t auger well for a side. D^s it? 

It doesn’t. It creates a sense of instability in a player. 
The axe could fail on you anytime. 

I would say that during 1978-83, we had seen one 
of the best periods of Indian cricket. Almost every¬ 
thing we touched turned gold. This was purely be¬ 
cause the composition of the side was more or less 
constant and captains were not changed like shirts. 
There was confidence in the captain. 

Look at the last 3-4 years. It has been really bad. 
Which has been the best years of your career? 

1985-88 will be the beet. I did extremely well. 1 was 
No. 1 in the Deloites ranking for three years. So it’s 
little disappointing now ‘hat I am not Uving up to 
my standards. 

Has your bad patch in cricket anything to do with your 
public iro^e. I mean your advertisement campaign with a 


soap company? 

No. No. It has nothing to do with my cricket. The 
contract of the ad you are talking about has expired. 
It was a three-year contract signed after the 1987 
World Cup. 

But haven’t you generally been keeping a low profile? 
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Not really. What actually happens is that if you are 
doing well internationally, you make the headlines. 
That’s what makes the difference. It’s not a question 
of high profile and low profile. 

How has the Press been towards you? 

In India there are very few journalists who under¬ 
stand cricket. You can count them on your finger¬ 
tips. Indian journalists have strong likes and dis¬ 
likes. If they don’t like somebody’s face, they will 
write against him and always try to put him down. 
And there are some who feel that they are the king¬ 
makers: They think they can make or break some¬ 
one’s career. Most journalists have a prejudiced 
mind. 










The note Vengsarker sent with the 
tom transcript of tbo Intorvlow 




iK/r I' Is 1<^'I 


bo you are not bothered about what appears in the Press... 

Not always. I always take the positive criticism. 

Have you been ignored by the Indian Press? 

I am not saying that I have been ignored, but mak¬ 
ing an overall observation. Most Indian journalists 
do not have an open mmd. Some people (scribes) 
have got their own people. They will only write 
about them and they will ignore the others. 

Future plans? 

Nothing specific. I am only thmking about my 
game, ray physical fitness and form. It also depends 
how much I can motivate myself. 

Despite your high profile cricketing image, you have largely 
been an introvert... 

I don’t quite understand what you mean by intro¬ 
vert. I have my group of friends and I mix well with 
them. I don’t go out of my way to greet people. And I 
don’t have this habit of keeping late nights, dancing 
at parties and socialising. I have been a disciplined 
t«rson throughout my life. This has helped me dur¬ 
ing my career. 

And it is again the Press which gives you all this 
profile-tags. It doesn't make sense. 

Actually you know that if I don’t like someone, I 
tell him straight on his face. Some people asks me 
stupid questions. ’These put j' e off. I am too blunt 
for all this. 

Then have you enjoyed this interview? 

Oh yes, I have (patting the interviewer on his back). • 


















VIVIAN RICHARDS 


THEMAVERIC 


A genuinely mtngoung sub-plot 
in this summer's cricketing 
contests between England and 
the West Indies which gets 
under way with this week's 
one-day pipe-openers is, quite 
simply how will Viv Richards cope"^ 

Not only with the doubters renewed 
challenge to Richard’s own 
smouldenngly brazen batting 
pre eminence but with the continuing 
criticisms of his captaincy, which 
reached noisy levels during the 
acrimonious and bitter series against 
Australia in the Caribbean this spring 
Richards is a man of moods a 
maverick and one who perpetually 
wonders why others have not been 
blessed with his God-given talents at the 
crease These things do not usually 
conspire to make good captains 
When he announced that this present 
toui of England would be his last, the 
sighs of 1 elief fi om some members of the 
West Indian Cricket Board were 
positively audible they would love to 
revert to a more tractable and diplomatic 
leader who for a stait would wear with 
pride the team blazer and tie and not a 
canary T-shirt and emerald green cords 
(no wonder the great man himself always 
spoi ts sun-shades these days) 

Yet ask any Glamorgan supporter Viv 
played there last year, and few you meet 
can praise him enough for his diligence 
patience and application to the cause 
both on and off the field he had time for 
everyone and anythmg They say he’d 
have had a landslide win if he’d stood at 
the Neath or Monmouth by-elections 
Nevertheless the few times he has been 
under pressure as leader and totem of the 
West Indies there can be no denying that 
he operates on a very short fuse indeed 
Methinks there is a c omplex and wary 
man undei the seemingly laid-back and 
lofty manner 



Richards the captain has 
always Inspired his team 
towards greater heights 
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I wonder, if with the bat this series he 
will deign to play himself in. Of late he 
has dismissed such piffling 
considerations. A blazing 
venomous-eyed, assault on a bowler for a 
swaggering 30-odd seems enough to sate 
magisterial imperiousness these days. 
Such withering, but brief, audaciousness 
could play into England’s hands this 
year. 

In Peter Roebuck’s rivetingly good new 
history of Somerset CCC From Sammy 
to Jimmy written and researched with 
such a mix of humour, insights, 
romance, and fierce intensity that you 
feel at times you are into an 
unputdownable novel. Roebuck is one of 
the men who obviously knows him best 
(or did, when they were in the same 
dressing-room for the county) writes of 
Richard's transformation from his 
arrival at Somerset in the mid-70s to his 
despairing cruel and botched departure 
iii the mid-SOs, “this cricketer of joy, of 
brilliance, of laughter, this combustible 
mixture of pride and humility, anger and 
sorrow,” which at the end, alas, "to be 
near him was to be near a volcano.” 

There could be some eruptions yet 
under the brooding sun this 
summer.. .both at the crease and away 
from it. • 


W HEN he sntioiiiiceii that 
this present t0tK 
England would be his lfti^ tlia 
sighs of relief fromeeihe^ 
membeis of Hie West Indiafi 
Cricket Board were posHhrely 
audible—they would love to 
revert to a more tractable and 
diplomatic leader who for a 
start, would wear with priite 
the team blazer and tie, and hot 
a canary T-shirt and emerald 
green cords (no woo^r the 
great man himself always 
sports sun-shades these days). 







BOTHAM’S~ 

BACK! 



And here’s 20 good reasons for him to be! 

OTHAM is the man to salvage the pride and honour of English Test 
cricket. 

If they want to get some backbone, some never-say-die spirit back into 
the England team, then the country’s greatest all-rounder has to come 
back against the West Indies this summer. 

Botham must have raged at the way England have been humiliated by 
the Aussies. Most of all, he will have been seething over those six 
horrendous batting collapses, ranging from Brisbane through 
Melbourne and Adelaide to Perth. 

Australia's gutsy all-rounder Greg Matthews reckons Botham can 
still make a major impact for England. "There’s been a glaring hole in 
this England team. They have just never found a man to replace 
Botham,” said Matthews, adding, “At 35 he could still be a big nui.sance 
for any opposition with bat and ball.” 

Ever sine* the selectors dispensed with Botham for last winter’s 
Caribbean tour, they have had an agonising time balancing the 
England side. They have failed to find a worthy successor and have 
frequently been forced to opt for an extra batsman, so limiting their 
bowling options. And they got themselves in a hopeless mess in 
Australia by leaving out the world’s best wicket-keeper Jack Russell, 
asking the admirable but less gifted Alec Stewart to keep wicket. 

All this has come about because England simply cannot unearth an 
all-rounder of true Test class. David Capel, Phillip DeFreitas and Chris 
Lewis have all been tried without any of them making the all-rounder’s 
spot their own. 

Quite apart from his match-winning skills with bat or ball. England 
have missed his sensational catching and fielding. It’s easily forgotten 
that Botham is just nine short of breaking Colin Cowdrey’s England 
Test record of 120 catches. 

Looking ahead to the clash with the West Indies, Botham would also 
be the perfect person to help his county team-mate Graeme Hick 
acclimatise to Test cricket. 

Botham has everything to play for if he wants to meet his latest 
cricketing challenge head-on. And here are just 20 good reasons why 
chief selector Ted Dexter and skipper Graham Gooch must consider 
seriously recalling him. 

1. Dexter and, more significantly, Gooch are both ready to welcome 
Botham back. 

2. Their joint stipulation is simply for Botham to show some consistent 
early season form for Worcestershire. They want him to underline his 
claims as a No. 6 Test batsman. 

3. Gooch wants to stick with his policy that you choose the best 
available side for each Test match as it comes—and does not believe that 
Botham’s recent reluctance to tour should have anything to do with his 
selection for home Tests. 

4. Botham has such pride in his own all-round game that he would 
dearly love to round off his international career in style. 





SPOTLIGHT 



5. He hates the thoug^ht that he may have been dumped forever as an 
England Test cricketer. 

6. It rankles him that this summer’s Test opponents, the West 
Indies, goad him by saying: “Beefy man. you’ve never done the business 
against us.” 

7. Botham still cherishes the ambition of scoring a Test hundred against 
the Windies to add to the 14 he’s already scored for his country. 

8. He has always said he could carry on as long as one of his greatest 
cricket pals, Viv Richards, whom Botham points out is four years older. 

9. England’s Test opponents believe Botham could have done a better job 
than a number of the players who have been in Australia on their most 
recent ill-starred trip. 

10. They still vote him the most inspirational cricketer of his 
_ generation. 

11. He has never forgotten the incredible targets he set himself in Test 
cricket in the mid -Eighties 

12. As a batsman he’d love to go out as one of the 20 all-time highest ' 

Test run scorers—and that means getting another 800 or so runs. T': * 

13. His Test wicket target has long been 400, a mile-stone only reached ^ 

by New Zealand’s Sir Richard Hadlee— and Beefy requires just 23 more ^ 

14. Basil D'Oliveira, former England hero and now highly-respected 

Worcester coach, always predicted. “England won’t necessarily get the THHIIB 

best out of Botliam again until he has had at least two years to get his ^ ^ 

full mobility following his major back operation in 1988.” 

15. Brian Close, former England captain and Botham’s close cricketing 
mentor, believes Both would be good enough to bat at No 5 or No 6 in 
his late 30s and still do an important job as an occasional Test bowler. 

16. There has never been anyone like Botham for defying injury in his || 

97-Tcst match career. Unlike a number of modern Test players, he will ; ' 
play through the most agonising pain—and would go out and bat on 

17. Although he did not have a great record as captain—having the 

IP' 

misfortune to skipper England against the mighty West Indies—he is ' i 

rated as an excellent tactician. No lesser captain than Mike Brearley ' 

said Botham had a marvellous cricketing brain and a natural feel for 
what to do in the heat of a Test match. 

18. Gooch knows that Botham is capable of bowling long spells and 
keeping the brake on the opposition. This would give front-line bowlers 
like Devon Malcolm and Angus Fraser a vital breather. 

19. Bothara wants to prove he has not lost that ability to swing the ball 
either way, qualities which England despe."ately need to balance their 
attack. 

20 No other modern day England Test cricketer has worn the famous 
jersey bearing a crown and three lions with a fiercer pride. Botham will 5 
be in the mood to show he is far from finished as an international w 

cricketer. y 

Chris Lander < 
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FIRST PERSON 


ONT think of me as 
some cricketing^ messiah 
come to save English 
Test cricket. For a start, 
there is just no way I 
expect to walk into the 
England Test team 
against the West Indies 
later this summer. 

More attention was 
focused on me with 
Graham Gooch’s 
England team having 
such a miserable time in 
the Test series in 
Australia. 

There are suggestions 
that it’s a formality for 
me to become an 
England Test cricketer 
now that my qualifying 
period is up. With my 
own cricket under the 
microscope in Australia 
this season, and 
England playing there 
at the same time, the 
talk of “Hick and 
England” never lets up. 

But the way I’ve 
played for Queensland 
so far, I’m a long way off 
becoming an 
international cricketer 
at the moment. Even 
though the number 
three position isn’t 
exactly scuttled in the 
England team. I’ve no 
right to expect to be 
there for the first Test 
this summer. 

Before I joined 
Queensland I could have 
been more hopeful. I 
believe my chances have 
gone back with my 
struggles to make an 
impact on domestic 
cricket in Australia. 





PArRICK feAOAR 



Axissie barrackers 
don’t mince their words. 
And being called “Mr 
Hiccup” is not 
surprising. Australia’s 
domestic cricket, the 
Sheffield Shield 
competition, is several 
gears up from the 
English county 
championship. The 
talent runs deep with 
only six teams as 
opposed to 17 in 
England. 

Ih my determination 
to make big scores I got 
too wound up. I should 


have relaxed, been more 

positive and probably 

gone for my 

shots—which is when 

Tm a more effective 

batsman. 

It has also made me 
marvel at how weE Ian 
Botham did for 
Queensland two seasons 
ago in his role as an 
afirounder, with six 
fifties, 25 wickets Euid a 
dozen catches in just 11 
games. 

Ideally I’d like to have 
played a bit more cricket 
inAustrahaTi conditions 


before being pitched into 
the Queensland side. 

What people easEy 
forget is that I’d always 
settled for being eligible 
for England in 1904 
imder the original 
ten-year qualifying 
period. 

ShoiEd I be selected 
against West Indies this 
season it would be a 
tremendous bonus. I 
regard England as my 
home and always set my 
heart on playing Test 
cricket for them. 

Seeing how England 
have gone in the last 
series has been hurtful 
and reaUy painful at 
times. Maybe that will 
make the cynics realise 
how much I care about 
English cricket. 

Perhaps theyll lay off 


calling me a Zimbabwe 
mercenary. What with 
my endeavours to make 
the grade here, and a lot 
of leg puUing about the 
Ashes series, it's been an 
enriching if tough 
baptism in Australian 
cricket. 

I got back at my 
Queensland teammates 
when David Gower, 

Mike Atherton and Alec 
Stewart batted so 
valiantly in the Sydney 
Test. Nothing gave me a 
greater thriU than 
watching Gower’s 
superb 123. He is my 
favourite English 
batsman. 

If I were an England 
selector I’d write his 
name down for every 
Test wherever England 
are playing.# 


raeme Hick 








ENGLISH LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIPS 


GUNNING 

FOR GLORY 


It was like 
Holi and 
Diwali 
beings 
celebrated 
simultaneo¬ 
usly, as 
100,000 
euphoric 
fans hailed 
their 
Arsenal 
heroes, 
when the 
team 

paraded the 
League 
Champions¬ 
hip trophy 
tmrough 
North 
London on 
an open, 
flower 
bedecked, 
double- 
decker bus 


The Gunners from Arsenal won 
their second successive 
League Championship in 
stunning style 


I N the boroughs of Islington. 

Finsbury and Highbury, it was like 
Diwali and Holi being celebrated 
simultaneously. Over 100.000 
euphoric fans hailed their Arsenal 
heroes, when the team paraded the 
League Championship trophy through 
North London, on an open and flower 
bedecked double-decker bus. It was 
Arsenal’s tenth league championship in 
65 successive years in the exacting 1st 
division football league of England. 
Teenagers with faces painted red. clad in 
red and white scarves, tee-shirts and 
rosettes. Staccato clapping, bursting of 
firecrackers, spontaneous repartee and 
songs, were visible and audible as banner 
waving supporters lined the mile long 
procession from Arsenal’s ground 
Highbury to the Islington Borough 
Coimcil where the team (known as the 
Gunners) and manager George Graham 
were given a civic reception. 

For manager George Graham it was a 
moment of history. Twenty years ago he 
was a member of the 1971 Arsenal team 
which had won the double—the League 
and FA Cup—in the same year. This feat 
has only been achieved thrice this 
century, by Tottenham Hotspur in 1961 
and Liverpool in 1986. An elated Graham 
had a double triumph of sorts this year 
also. His side won the League title and he 
was voted Barclay’s 

Manager-Of-The-Year for first time. The 
soft-spoken, reticent but elated Graham 
said, “It is my third such celebration with 
Arsenal. In 1971.1 was a member of the 


double winning team. In 1989 in my 
third year as manager we won the 
League, with a last minute goal against 
Liverpool at Anfield and now we are 
champions again. I’m delighted to lead 
Arsenal into Europe and challenge for 
the prestigious European Champions 
Cup next year. The club are known 
worldwide as one of the great sides and 
our convincing win this year has shown 
that we could be England’s club of the 
1990s” Praising the jubilant supporters, 
Graham said. “It’s good for the 
community as well as the club. Sport 
brings out the emotional side in people 
and that is good for them.” 

Emotional it certainly was. 
Grandfathers and toddlers, beer 
swigging young men and shapely 
blondes, sung and danced in joy. There 
were no ‘lager louts’ in North London on 
the day of celebrations. Instead they were 
all the epitome of good cheer. Arsenal 
have four black players—Paul Davis, 
David Roecastle, Kevin Campbell and 
Michael Thomas—in their squad, so they 
have many black supporters. Blacks and 
whites rejoiced together making football 
for a brief moment a great leveller. 

The songs were spontaneous and 
witty. Showing their appreciation for 
manager George Graham, the fans 
chanted, ‘Georgy, Georgy, there’s only 
one Georgy Graham.’ Arsenal set a 
record by becoming the first league 
champions in England this century to 
suffer only one defeat all season. They 
conceded just 18 goals in 38 matches, 
winning 24, drawing 13 and losing one. 
So understandably England 
international goalkeeper David Seaman, 
a 1.3 million povmds transfer from 
Qxieens Park Rangers (OPR) last 
summer, was the favourite of the fans. 
Thl^ sang jubilantly, ‘Seaman, Seaman, 
England’s No. 1, Seaman'. Chosen by the 
fans as Arsenal’s player of 1990-91 
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season, the 27-year-old custodian on the 
public address system talked to the 
dehnous fans and said, ‘Thank you for 
the fantastic support you gave in my first 
year at Arsenal' For the fans. Seaman is 
somethmg special, as he kept 22 clean 
sheets m the Gunners first 32 games, a 
club record 

12,118 people, that is 14 pei cent of the 
working population in the borough of 
Islington are unemployed One out of 
three faimhes are separated, divorced or 
smgle parent fanuhes However the 
Gunners triumph and victory parade 
were moments to cherish and a chance to 
forget social stress It was a time of 
raucous humour and identification with 
the players Burly 22-year old striker, 
Paul Merson said, ‘Everybody of age, get 
pissed’ and there were thousands of 
‘Ayes’ Stocky 26-year-old winger Perry 
Groves led the shouting when he said, 
‘Shove your two pomts‘^’ ai^d the crowd 
responded ‘Up your a This was a 
reference to the two points docked by the 
League disciphnary committee in 
October 1990, after the Gunners’ players 
were mvolved in a brawl with 
Manche ster Umted players at Old 
Trafford Yet this was a time they could 
laugh at anything —because this was a 
time of glory 

NOVYKAPAOIA, LONDON 







EUROPEAN CUP WINNERS' CUP 


UNITE D 

THEY WIN 


Back in Europe after five years, English 
football has much to smile about with 
the impressive performances by 
Manchester United’s team and their 

fans 


Mark Hughes, United’s 
raging bull, branded a 
2 million pound flop by 
Barcelona during his 
spell in Spain, 
extracted the sweetest 
revenge with two 
decisive goals against 
the club which said, 'he 
couldn't play’. 


I NGLISH eyes were smiling, as Manchester United won the 
coveted European Cup Winners Cup, on a night of pride and 
glory for English football, at the De Kuip stadium, Rotterdam. 

It was like the Biblical return of the prodigal son. After five 
years of exile from European football, due to the Heysel stadium 
disaster in 1985, English clubs returned to Europe with a bang. 

Former England and Manchester United star Bobby Charlton put it in 
perspective when he said, “After five years of exile from European club 
football just two English clubs, Manchester United and Aston Villa, 
were allowed back in Europe this season, yet we won one of the three 
European trophies. In contrast Italy had eight clubs in Europe this year 
and have won just one trophy (the UEFA trophy) and Germany had five 
clubs and won none. This shows that the speed, power, tactical 
organisation and commitment of English clubs is as effective as the 
flair and sophistication of the top European clubs.” 

It was a double triumph for English football at Rotterdam. United’s 
red army of supporters (25,000) responsible for some notorious 
incidents in the past had evidently signed a disarmament treaty. The 
special occasion at Rotterdam was not sullied by ritual aggression and 
mindless violence and for once English fans were given a clean chit by 
the local police. Hans Stoop, a police spokesman at Rotterdam said, 
"Manchester has won. The United supporters realised that if they 
caused trouble it wotUd harm the team. They were as good as gold and 
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helped the show go on.” 

In London, a relieved Superintendent Adrian Appleby of the 
National Football Intelligence Unit said, “The system of screening 
applicants for tickets worked well. Two coaches were turned back at 
Dover as the United fans did not have tickets for the game. Only those 
with tickets were allowed to proceed to Rotterdam.” By their exemplary 
behaviour the United fans have finally exorcised the guilt of the 1985 
Heysel stadium disaster. Their self-congratulatory chant of “ We’re the 
best behaved supporters in the land” was not mere hyberbole at 
Rotterdam. 

The United supporters’ theme song, supplied by Monty Python (a 
British political comedy TV serial) “Always look on the bright side of 
iife”wa8 most appropriate. At last United could. After 23 years, they 
had won an European trophy, their last triumph being in Wembley on 
May 29,1968 when they beat Benefica 4-1 to lift the coveted European 
Champions’ Cup. As a befitting gesture, the manager of that side, Sir 
Matt Busby, now 82 years old, and members of the victorious team in 
1968 were flown by the club to Rotterdam for this special occasion. It 
was nostalgia time, as ex-internationals Nobby Stiles with his false 
teeth, the balding Bobby Charlton and a rotund Denis l^aw. Bill 
PovQkes, Davis Sadler and Brian Kidd sipped the champagne of 
triumph with Robson and the 1991 Unit^ team at Rotterdam. Only 
Best was missing. Obviously. 

The De Kuip stadium, Rotterdam continues to be a happy hunting 
ground for English clubs with United keeping up the tradition of 
English clubs never having lost a European Cup final at Rotherdara. 
Earlier, at the same venue. Spurs won the European Cup Winners Cup. 
in 1963, with currently TV commentator Jimmy Greaves scoring twice; 
Everton won the same trophy here in 1985 beating Rapid Vienna 3-1 
and Aston Villa won the Champions’ Cup herein 1982 upsetting 
mighty Bayern Munich l-O. 

There were many personal triumphs too. Mark Hughes. United’s 
raging bull, branded a 2 million pound flop by Barcelona during his 
spell in Spain in 1987—88, extracted the sweetest revenge with two 
decisive goals in the final against the club which said ‘he couldn’t play’. 

Alex Ferguson, the United manager, had led Aberdeen to the same 
piece of silverware in 1983, beating yet another Spanish club, Real 
Madrid, in the final. Ferguson has thus emulated Cryuffs feat in 
winning the Cup Winners Cup twice with different clubs. Cryuff 
claimed it with Ajax (1987) and Barcelona (1989). After his second 
success, Ferguson said, ‘T’ve now experienced this twice in my career. 
With Aberdeen it was like a fairytale come true. But this is even more 
special. United have lived upto their glorious past and everybody’s 
expectations. It’s a wonder^l experience and the players will want to do 
it again because it’s like a drug. ” 

For skipper Bryan Robson it was a fitting finale to a chequered 
career. Fate was often cruel to him. He missed most of the 1986 and 
1990 World Cups due to injury, and then new England manager 
Graham Taylor considered him surplus for international football. Yet at 
Rotterdam he was commitment personified and ran himself to the verge 
of exhaustion. In the twilight of his career he has won a major prize. 

But spare a thought for Johan Cryuff and Barcelona, the pre match 
favourites. They were handicapped by the absence of injured star 
striker Hristo Stoickov and suspended midfielder Amor. Cryuff made 
his team play a flexible 3-5-2 formation, hoping to outnumber United’s 
4-3-3/4-4-2 formation in midfield. Michael Laudrup wandered aimlessly 
and sensational winger Jon Andoni Goicoechea was curbed by 
side-backs Denis Irwin and Cla 5 rton Blackmore. In spite of the promised 
bonus of 25,000 poimds per player, Barcelona were less motivated than 
United whose players got just 5,000 pounds each as a victory bonus. 
United’s discipline, simplicity of the use of the ball, not getting caught 
ball-watchuig, support in possession and resolve overcame Barcelona’s 
flair and skill on a wet and windy night at Rotterdam. • 





INTERVIEW 


MY LIFE AS A SWAN 


He’s not as talented as some of his peers around him. In fact, 
he was an ugly duckling. But now Brad Gilbert is a consistent 

name in the Top Ten list 


When all is said and done, Brad 
Gilbert’s most important 
contribution to modem tennis will 
be to remind us that there is mure 
than one i\ay to skin a rat. In an 
era characterised by teenaf^ers who 
have taken the fast lane to the Top 
10, Gilbert spent nearly a decade 
wanderini; the service roads of 
professional tennis. He floundered 
as a junior, spent time at three 
colleges, kicked around the fringes 
of the men’s tour for Tour years and 
floated in and out of the Top 20 for 
four more. When the term 
“Winning Ugly" came into vogue 
during the early 1980’s, it seemed 
created for Gill^rt’s game. He was 
strictly a supporting character, 
getting a little better each year, 
gutting out a win here and there, 
and playing to opponents’ 
weaknesses while never really 
exhibiting tangible strengths of his 
own. But in the summer of 1989, be 
blossomed with five m^jor 
tournament wins and a #6 world 
ranking. Since then he has 
solidified his foothold in the Top 10, 
confounding critics who refused to 
believe he was for real. After living 
life as an ugly duckling. Brad 
Gilbert has emerged as a swan. 
Interviewer Allen Fox, head tennis 
coach at Pepperdine University and 
author of If I’m the Better Player. 
Why Can’t I Wm*^, handled Gilbert 
at Pepperdine in 1982 and was one 
of the few believers early in the 
young man’s career. Player and 
coach renewed acquaintances after 
the U.S. Open, where all the hoopla 
surrounding the latest teen 
phenoms merely underscored the 
anomalous nature of Brad Gilbert’s 
rise. 


There were really no advance notices 
on Brad Gilbert. You were kind of an 
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ugly duckling as a junior and your 
college career was pretty turbulent. 
Then the tennis world woke up one day 
and there you were, a swan. Is the 
observation that you came out of 
nowhere a fair one? 

In a sense I w'as very good when I 
was 12 years old—even though I 
didn’t work very hard- probably 
because I was a good athlete 1 was 
ranked #5 or #6 m the 
12-and-undera But as it turned 
out, I thought I was a lot better 
than I actually was, because 
things went steadily downhill 
from there 1 was kind of small as 
a teenager and just wasn’t playing 
very well I hovered around 35 
for the rest of my junior career 

Was that a shock? 

It was worse than being a 
has-been It was like being a 
“never-was- has been ’’ I had 
professional aspirations as early 
as 11 or 12 years old, because I 



“Iwasa'lireatass 
teenager se, of GOURe, 
all el a sudden people 
wore wondering Inst 
hew llie bell I got so 
good al my age...” 


watched the tournaments and 
thought that I had a chance to 
become something But by the 
tune 1 was 17, with the way things 
were gomg I was completely 
discouraged 

What was it like when you made the 
transition to the professionai game in 
1982? 

I really didn’t know what to 
expect I was just excited to be 
playing for money I felt that, 
after my last two years at college, 

1 could get out there and win some 
matches I didn’t know where I 
was going to end up in the 
rankings, but at least 1 set high 
goals for myself 

How high? 

I expected to be Top 50 after my 
first year and win a Grand Prix 
tournament 

A lot of players would have been 
satisfied with making the Top 200. 

I suppose But I did win a 
tournament, and ended the year 
ranked #54 So the following 
year, 1 set my goals a little higher 
I wanted to be Top 30, and win a 
couple more tournaments, maybe 
even a big tournament But I kind 
of slipped the second year, lost a 
few close matches, and dropped to 
#62 It was actually good for me 
when I didn’t play as well that 
year, because it forced me to make 
some adjustments I felt hke I was 
a one-dimensional player And at 
the end of the year, I realised that 
if I didn’t make some specific 
improvements, #62 was all I was 
gfoing to be 

What was the matter? 

I was getting better, but that was 
only gomg to get me so far. What 






happens to a lot of guys is that 
they get stuck around that age. 
They get used to playing a certain 
way, and don’t want to alter their 
styles. They want to work on their 
strengths and not their 
weaknesses. At Pepperdine, I had 
seen playing a certain way, and 
for the first time, I was getting 
used to winning—I enjoyed 
winning. Anyway, I was 23, and it 
suddenly struck me that I wasn’t 
going to achieve the level I felt I 
could, unless I really made 
fundamental improvements in my 
game. 

What specifically? 

Learning to serve better, learning 
to volley, and learning to pressure 
my opponents by moving toward 
the net. I have come to understand 
that there is a great deal of 
improvement players can make 
through their twenties, even 
though there are a lot of guys who 
think they can’t improve once 
they’ve hit 21. So 1984 is when I 
learned to hit my forehand 
approach. I learned to come in, 
and I started taking a few more 
chances on my first serve. The 
biggest adjustment I made, 
however, came at the end of the 
year, when I made a commitment 
to start working a lot harder. 1 
hired strainer, Mark Orabo, 
which turned out to be the 
smartest thing I’ve done since I've 
been in tennis. 

What told you that you needed to work 
harder? 

Well, I was not in good enough 
shape to where I could gut out 
tight three-set matches. I was 
pretty quick, but not as quick as I 
ttiought I could be, and certainly I 
could have been in a lot better 
shape. Working with Mark has 
paid off for me tremendously—I’ve 
gotten faster and increased my 
stamina. At school, we used to do 
drills, but I didn’t want to do 
anything extra. After a couple of 
years on the tour, I began to 
realise that these thin^ were 
costing me money! 

You say that half Jokingly, but it was 
just as logical to work hard then. What 
really made the i^t go on for you? 


TOMMY HINDt£Y 



I hate losing. I hate losing to guys 
I feel I should beat. In my first two 
years as a pro I would keep 
thinking about college, and how I 
never lost a match for lack of 
conditioning. 'Then, all of a 
sudden, I was losing matches for 
that very reason. That’s what I 


Brad Gilbert: his story is one of 
raw guts and tenacity 

hated moat of all. It was driving 
me nuts! I must have lost 20 
matches in my first two and a half 
years as a pro because I just 
wasn’t fit enough. I would get 






! down a break in the third, get a 
little tired and I just couldn't 
grind it out. 1 was losing to guys 
because they were a little fitter 
than I was. not because they were 
better players. It was horrible—so 
1 decided to do something about it. 

It paid off. You went to #23 in 1984 
and you cracked the Top 20 in 1985. 

Is that then you started to gain a 
reputation for “winning ugly”? 

I always had a never-say-die 
attitude on the court, but. yes. 
that’s when 1 eaiTied the label. I 
never give up on balls 1 feel that 
not going all out after everything 
is a sign of weakness. Even if you 
don't think a ball is returnable. 1 
maintain that you should still 
make an attempt. It'll pay off 
later. 

Is that part of your strategy? Are you 
trying to make your opponent earn 
everj^hing? 

Exactly. Guys know that, going 
out there. I'm going to work hard 
and I’m going to hang in there. 

I'm not going to roll over. 

1 also think guys don’t believe that 
I'm as good as my ranking—I 
probably surprise a lot of them 
because 1 have to work hard to win 
every match But that's just the 
way I play Some days I might be 
serving really well, and I might 
_ 


win some free points at the net. 

But generally I have to work hard 
every day—that’s how I’ve stayed 
up there, and that’s how I plan to 
stay up there. 

When the other guy is Boris Becker, 
those qualities seem to have given you 
a distinct advantage over the last few 
years. 

They have. I’ve beaten him three 
times on hard court and once on 
Supreme. On those two surfaces, 
he serves big and flat, and I return 
serve well against guys who serve 



big. I can get in well on Becker’s 
backhand—he doesn’t pass that 
well on the backhand. And then he 
makes mistakes. Also, I try to get 
the ball back in play and I make 
him play extra balls. 1 don’t 
try to hit the ball as 
hard against him—I try to float it 
deep, because he has big swings 
and he normally likes to trade 
power with power. So he has to 
produce the power off a ball with 
no pace and, again, he starts 
making errors. 

That's when I start sneaking in a 
little bit. Also, Becker doesn’t like 
to serve-and-volley as much on a 
hard court, because he doesn’t do 
it as well as he does on grass. So if 
we’re playing on hard court and 
I’m playing well, I should win the 
match. I can control his power. 

Is there a player that you are guilty of 
underestimating? 

Pete Sampras. Everyone had been 
saying that he could win Grand 
Slams and do a lot of things down 
the road, but when I looked at his 
game I didn’t see that. I’d have to 
say that he has a lot more under 
the hood than I thought he did. He 
may not always look like he’s 
doing great things out there • but 
he doesn’t do anything badly. 







You do see a difference. 

Maybe, I think that, emotionally, 
he was totally geared up to win 
Wimbledon this summer, and 
then he didn’t. He had a letdown. 
When he lost 

in the first round at a tournament 
just prior to the Open it looked 
like perhaps he hadn’t been 
practising—but coming into the 
Open he was still very dangerous. 

I still think that if he’d beaten 
Sampras, he would have won the 
whole thing. 

Why have you had so much trouble 
matching up with him? 

Lendl was certainly been my 
Nightmare on Elm Street! He does 
a lot of the things that 1 try to do, 
only he does them better. For 
instance, I like to come in after 
returning second serves, but his is 
a little stronger than most and 
tends to pin me back. On his first 
serve my short, crisp returns are 
not as effective because he is not a 
serve-and-volley player. 

Normally, that shot lands at an 
opponent’s feet as he comes to the 
net. But Lendl, who doesn’t come 
in very often, pounds a 
groundstroke and then moves m 
behind it. What’s worse is that my 
best shot plays into his best shot, 
which is a backhand pass. I’ve had 
a couple of opportunities against 
Lendl where I’ve been up a break 
in thd third set, but I’ve never been 
able to nail it down. If there is a 
chink in his armour, maybe I’ll 
have a better chance. But I 
wouldn’t write him off for a 
second. He is one of the most 
determined tennis players I’ve 
seen in my life. 

Considering your struggle to get to the 
Top 10, do you ever wake up in the 
morning and wonder how it all 
happened? 

To tell the you the truth, I only 


Becker’s got one problem; Brad Gilbert 


think about the fact that if I 
improve my game I can get 
ranked even higher. I don’t feel 
satisfied where I’m rajiked. When 
you get complacent with your 
results or get complacent with 
what you have, you don’t 
improve—and that is the key. 

Yes, but don’t you ever marvel at your 
own eme^ence as a tennis star? 
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I don’t know. I never won a Grand 
Sleim, I wasn’t great as a teenager, 
and there wasn’t a lot written 
about me. So, of course, all of a 
sudden people were wondering 
how the hell I got so good at my 
age. I’m a kind of a mystery 
man—mainly because I’ve 
improved so much since I was 25. 

What will it take for you to be 
mentioned in the same breath with a 
Becker or a Lendl? Can you do it? 

I’d like to think so, but for right 
now I’ve got to win Grand Slam 
tournaments. Those guys have 
won big events. Maybe I won’t ever 
be mentioned in the same breath, 
because they are recognised as 
great players, and deservedly so. 

Does that bother you? 

I won’t lose any sleep over it. I’ve 
gotten a lot of mileage out of my 
game, and I still feel that there's a 
lot more I can do. Besides, 
whatever happens in the next few 
years—and we all know anything 
can happen—I have learned that 
sometimes you have to take a few 
steps backward to go forward. It’s 
all about making the best of 
things. 

AilWI Fox COURTESY RACQUET 








The Glory Of Roland Garros 


FRENCH EVC 


T he French had 
dreamed of 
winning the 
Davis Cup for so 
long, that when 
Rene Lacoste, 
Cochet, Jacques 
Brugnon and Jean 
Borotra snatched it 
away from the American 
team in September 1927 
on the court of 
Philadelphia’s 
Germantown Crocket, 
they were taken 
completely by surprise. 
The return 
match—naturally the 
Americans had already 
begun their 
preparations—was to 
take place in Paris, and a 
large turnout was 
expected. Of that we can 
be certain, for no other 
event, except perhaps 
Wimbledon, was as 
exciting as the 
tournament created by 
Dwight Davis. 

The French Tennis 
Federation did not 
hesitate an instant: an 
event of such magnitude 
deserved to be played m 
appropriate 

I surroundings. This was 
France’s chance to 
discover tennis, but alas, 
none of the existing 
facilities were large 
enough. Since 1912 the 
World Clay Court 
Championships had 
been played on court 
belonging to the 
Federation in the 
Saint-Cloud Park at the 
“Faisanderie”. And 
although quaint, the 
tiny stadium soon caved 
in under the weight of 
the throngs of 


spectators who came to 
see the showdown 
between “Big” Bill 
Tilden and the French 
“Musketeers”. 

The Davis Cup only 
intensified the problem, 
and the Federation had 
to act fast. A Stade 
Francais and Racing 
Club Committee was 
formed by the presidents 
of two Paris Clubs: Emile 
Lesieur, a prestigioxis 
rugby player, and Pierre 
Gillou, the French Davis 
Cup captain. They were 


soon joined by Albert 
Canet, president of 
another Parisian club, 
the Tennis Club de Paris, 
a man who would soon 
find himself head of the 
French Federation. 

The city of Paris lent 
significant financial 
support, and an area of 
land near the Porte 
d’Auteuil belonging to 
the Stade Francais was 
designated. The 
Stadium would bear the 
name of one of its most 
illustrious members: 


Roland Garros, better 
known for his rugby 
exploits but a decent 
tennis player in his 
time, who was shot 
down during aerial 
combat in October 1918 
just five weeks before 
the Armistice. 

The French 
organizers were 
far- - sighted, and 
decided to build witl’ 
“hard” materials: the 
concrete poured fast, 
and if there were a few 
remaining wooden 


Roland Garros: towards glory 
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From Rene Lacoste to Billie Jean 
King to Steffi Graf the story of 
Roland Garros is one of vintage 
glory and timeless charishma. Of 
heroes and hero-worship.. .And an 
engrossing episode of tennis’ quiet 
evolution 


stands when the 
stadium was 
inaugurated, it was 
quite simply, because 
time ran out. It took less 
than a year to put up 
Roland Garros, a record 
often forgotten as we 
marvel over the 
efficiency and speed 
with which Flushing 
Meadow was completed 
just a few years ago. 

The ladies were the 
first players to set foot 
on centre court's red 
clay in a match that 
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pitted the Frencti 
against the British, 
which the latter won 8 to 
4. Two (lays later on May 
21, 1928.the 
International French 
Championships opened 
with a doubles match. 
These events marked the 
beginning of the love 
story between 
international tennis and 
a stadium known for its 
sense of “the good life ’ 
and beautiful, tree-lined 
walkways. 

Roland Garros, one of 
the musts on the 
international circuit, 
has aged gracefully. Or. 
so it seemed until one 
day it became c.ear that 
the stadium was no 
longer adequate to fill 
the needs of either the 
players or the public. 

The main question was 


whether to demolish 
what already existed 
and put an ultramodern 
tennis complex in its 
place, or simply 
renovate. The first 
option would have 
forced organisers to 
hold the prestigious 
event elsewhere for at 
least a year, if not two, 
thus running the risk of 
losing its privilege time 
slot on the yearly 
calendar And so, the 
decision was made to 
update Roland Garros, 
Major 

improvements from 
modernizing the locker 
rooms to enlarging the 
grandstands - culminat¬ 
ed in a veritable 
architectural gem. a 
brand new stadium 
court. Court No. 1. 
Meanwhile, the French 
Federation moved its 
offices and training 
centre into the stadium 
itself, now no longer idle 
several months out of 
the year. Today, Roland 
Garros is busy from one 
end of the year to the 
other But, with its 
graceful combination of 
old and new. its devoted 
staff, and loyal public, 
we all anxiously await 
the two busiest weeks of 
the season: the French 
Open. 




Boland Garros' 
Finest Hours 




“IF you were not 
present, you don't know 
how splendid P’reuch 
tennis really was”. This 
statement tells us to 


what extent Roland 
Garros was caught up in 
the rhythm of the 
exploits of the French 
“Musketeers", the men 
for whom the stadium 
was built. France’s 
heroes were neither 
worn out nor 
ungrateful. 

Henri Cochot 
triumphed in the fii-st 
tournament, 
dominating in 
succession Jean Borotru 
and Rene Lacoste The 
even years (1928,1930 
and 1932) belonged to 
Henri Cochet, the odd 
years to countrymen 
Lacoste (in 1929) and 
Borotra (1931) who beat 
Christian Boussus. 

1932 marked the end 
of French domination on 
the courts. But it was 
also the year a 
bothersome fellow i 

claiming to be Dwight 
Davis was refused entry 
at the gates of Roland 
Garros. There was only 
one problem... he turned 
out to be Davis himself. 

And, so it was 
“goodbye" to the Davis 
Cup and “goodbye” to 
French victories on the 
home court. Indeed, it 
was “welcome” Jack 
Crawford, the 
Australian gentleman in 
flannel pants and a 
long—sleeved—shirt 
who served with an odd 
triangular racket. 

1934 and 1936 
belonged to the Baron 
Gottfried Von Cramm, a 
young German 
aristocrat whose 
elegance concealed 
extraordinary physical 








^ fitness 

1936 saw the 
emergence of England’s 
Fred Perry whose lethal 
forehand pioved the 
downfall of the French 
Davis Cup team 
But these victories are 
pale in comparison to 
the exploits of American 
Don Budge author of a 
Grand Slam that kicked 
of with his easy win at 
Roland Garros Legend 
has it that on the eve of 
the finals, the famous 
cellist Pablo Casals gave 
him a private two hour 
concert 

The g lant i cd-head did 
not have a chant e to 
repeat his feat he 


At the age of 
seventeen Steffi 
Graf seemed to 
disregard history 
and its traditions. 
She was certainly 
unperturbed to 
break up the 
Evert-Navratilova 
dialogue and may 
have done so for 
good... 


turned professional and 
alas. World War II 
interrupted all play 


The wonderftii 
artists 


L ET’S talk about the 
“artists” First, 
there IS the Italian 
Nicola Pietrangeli 
whose 

Style of tennis was both 
passionate and 
theatrical Then there is 
the Spaniard Manolo 
Santana (1961 and 
1 963) whose varied 
game prevented 
Pietrangeli from taking 
the title three times m a 


Those were no tears 
from Rod Laver whose 
1962 triumph at Roland 
Garros marked the first 
leg of his first grand 
slam However, there 
were a few anxious 
moments, fellow Aussie 
Martin Mulligan had 
Laver match point, but 
let it slip away Roy 
Emerson, another 
Australian with steel 
nerves like Laver, set his 
own record in doubles 
winning the 
championship six years 
m a row (1960-65j With 
two more Australians 
taking titles in 1965 
(Fred Stollo) and 1966 
(Tony Rocne), the 
lYcnch International 
Championships were 
dominated by a band of 
players all poured from 
the same mould 
In 1968, the year of 
tumult student unrest, 

I rcnch tennis went 
professional’ 

Although Pans was 
paralysed by a general 
st rike, the tennis could 
not have been more 
perfect The 
tournament s dream 
final between Rosewall 
and Laver filled the 
stands Rosewall’s 
performance fifteen 
years after his first 
appearance at Roland 
Garros, was better than 
ever, he pressured his 
opponent from the start, 
and took the title The 
scenario was reversed 
the following year as 
Laver began his second 
grand slam 
Tennis, alas, began to 
experience division from 
within, and the 
professional players 
under contract with 
Lamar Hunt skipped the 
Pans event The absence 
of many top pros opened 
the way for Jan Kodes, 
winner in 1970 and 
1971 and then for the 
Spanish Gimeno who in 


1972 conquered Patrick 
Proisy in the final In 
1973, the Rumanian 
magician Ilie Nastase 
took the title without 
dropping a single set 


The Borg times 


WELL, this IS It until 
the appearance of B)orn 
Borg, the precocious 
Swede who dominated 
the tournament from 
1974 to 1981 It seemed 
that whenever he 
played, he won (1974 
1975,1978 1979 1980 
and 1981) In 1977 Borg 
bypassed Roland 
Garros leaving the way 


clear for Guillermo 
Vilas, again a finalist in 
1982, and in 1976. he 
fell in the quarter finals 
to Adr lano Panatta after 
a memorable match 
against Francois 
Jauffret the previous 
round Roland Garros 
misses Bor g 
In 1984 Ivan Lendl, 
who was runner-up for 
the title in a grand slam 
tournament for the fifth 
time in his career could 
see his name writ ten on 
thepn/c-hstaftei a 
super b tui n around in 
his match against the 
American world 
champion John 
McEnroe Twelve 



row 













months later, as he was 
exjDeriencing a more 
offensive playing style, 
Wilander dominated 
Lendl and won in Paris 
for the second time. But 
a splendid American 
campaign led Lendl to 
the world 

championship. He ruled 
the 1986 tournament 
and only conceded one 
round. He showed 
unfailingly his 
preponderance over the 
Swedish discovery 
Pernfors. 

In 1987 his march to a 
third title was 
significantly more 
insidious. Throughout 
an extremely tense final 
Mats Wilander 
presented Lendl with 
some serious problems 
In spite of this Ijendl 
managed to win in four 
sets. 

A third title in Pans is 
also the conquest 
achieved by Mats 
Wilander at the 
conclusion of a 
tournament, notable for 
the elimination of Ivan 
Ijondl in the 
quarter-finals (by the 
Swede Jonas Svensson) 
and by the revelation of 
Andre Agassi, 
semi-finalist and the 
public's favourite. 

French Henri Leconte 
failed in his final, his 
first final at Roland 
Sarros and also in a 
Srand Slam 
tournament. 

On the other hand, 
Michael Chang let 
nothing escape him in 
1989 and his triumph, 
which is also one for the 
precocity of the 
tournament, signals 
perhaps the beginning 
of another era. In any 
case, Stefan Edberg’s 
presence in the final was 
a reassurance for lovers 
of offensive tennis. 

In 1990, to everyone’s 
surprise including no 


doubt his own. the 
thirty-year —old 
Equatorian Andros 
Gomez reversed the 
youthful tendency and 
used his intelligent 
game to upset Andre 
Agassi, who was also 
participating in his first 
Grand Slam final 


...anil the ladies 


UNLIKE the British, 
Parisian tennis fans 
have shown less interest 
in women's tennis. 
Clearl.y, they are 
misguided for the ladies 
put on a show of 
excellence and elegance 
worthy of a detour to the 
Porte d'Auteuil. 
Nevertheless, the less 
misogynist of the 
French public recall 
with great delight the 
exciting moments of 
women’s tennis at 
Roland Garros. But the 
public’s attitude had 
begun to change. 

We have only one 
regret; the great 
Suzanne Lenglen had 
already given up 
amateur play when the 
stadium was built, for 
Roland Garros is a 


tennis facility where 
both her game and 
reputation would have 
flourished The“Ihvine" 
Lenglen's successor 
Helen Wills scored an 
easy victory in her fii’st 
tournament. "Poker 
Face", as she was dubbed 
by the press becau.se stie 
rarcl.y smiled, had a 
perfect game, and was 
happy to throw crumbs 
to her opponents. She 
repeated her Stella’' 
performance in 1929, 
1930 and 1932 
Soon after Helen Wills 
(now Mood.y) retii ed. a 
fresh face appealed, the 
young French girl 
Simone Mathieu 
Although her 
performances were less 
than spectacular: losing 
five finals bet wen 1932 
and 1937 her 
persevei ance paid off 
with victories in 1938 
and 1939. Mathieu 
returned to Roland 
Garros September 17. 

1944... as referee of the 
tournament's opening 
match between Henri 
Cochet and Yvon Petra. 
She proudly wore her 
captain of the French 
Free Forces uniform. 


just one example of the 
originality and spirit of 
the great lady who had 
c;a rned off the Junior 
girls title a.s a married 
woman so many years 
oariiei’. 



WITH the emergence of ; 
the A ustral ia n Ma rgaret i 
Smith Court, women's 
tennis began producing , 
"athletes" A,s the second : 
woman to complete a i 
grand slam, she scored i 
five victories at Roland ' 
Gai-ros (1962, 1964, ! 

1969, 1970 and 1973) j 
over a period of 12 i 
years, with enough '■ 
time in between to : 

become a mother. ' 

The year 1967 ! 

provided excitement and 
surprise with the 
unexpected triumph of 
Francoise Durr, the last 
Frenchwoman to take 
the title. She was 
tenacious, courageous, 
and never gave up the 
fight. The spectators at 
the Porte d’AutouiI held 
their breath as she fell 
behind in t he final 4.2 


.......J 
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and 30-love in the third 
set against the 
Australian l^esley 
Turner. But, Durr 
fought back brillantly, 
and tossed her racket 
high into the air scoring 
the last point. 

Although Maria-Esther 
Bueno never captured 
the French title and 
Evonne Goolagong 
counts only one 
successful “Spring in 
Paris”, the French 
public was charmed by 
the passion and elegance 
of their games. 

The following year the 
public made the 
acquaintance of the 
player who has done the 
most to promote 
womens tennis: 
Billie-Jean King. The 
reaction: admiration. 
King posted a victory 
over Evonne Goolagong 
by changing her 
aggressive serve and 
volley game and 
practising “patience”, 
the key to winning on 
clay. 

“Patience” could be 
Chris Evert’s middle 
name After losing to 
Margaret Court in 1973, 
Chris came back to 
totally dominate the 
women’s event 

Whenever she 
travelled to Paris, she 
was victorious (1974, 
1975,1979, 1980, 1983, 
1985,1986). Her 
absence made room for 
talented, but somewhat 
temporary champions. 
Sue Barker in 1976, 
Mima Jausovec in 1977. 
Virginia Ruzici in 1978. 
With three consecutive 
exceptions—and 
exceptions don’t always 
confirm the rule—her 
loss in 1981 to the 
eventual winner Hana 
Mandlikova, a young 
Czech playing perfect 
tennis, and to Andrea 
Jaeigerin 1982. In 1984, 
as in 1982, Martina 



Bjorn Borg with the trophy: invincible 


Navratilova won the 
title. In 1982, it was her 
first victory on clay in 
Pans, in 1984 it was the 
last leg of a new formula 
grand slam which began 
at Wimbledon in 1983. 

In 1985, in her 
thirties, she was able to 
take her revenge against 
Martina, in a wonderful 
game. This victory 
honoured women’s 
tennis, and also gave to 
Chris Evert the Roland 
Garros absolute 
victories record 6 titles: 
more than the famous 
Australian woman 
Margaret Smith-Court. 

And immediately 


after, she raised this 
record to 7 titles (better 
than Borg) by 
dominating in 1986, for 
the thirty-third time out 
of sixty-nine of their duo 
performance, a classic of 
modern tennis. 


The firaf era 


At the age of seventeen 
Steffi Graf seemed to 
disregard history and 
its traditions. She was 
certainly unperturbed to 
break up the 
Evert-Navratilova 
dialogue and many have 
done so for good. And in 
spite of being close to 


defeat at the hands of 
Gabriela Sabatini in the 
semis and Martina 
Navratilova in the final 
Graf carried off the first 
Grand Slam tournament 
title of her career long 
before anyone would 
have expected. 

One year later, it had 
almost become a habit 
for her. She did not have 
to worry about Martina 
Navratilova or Chris 
Evert any more, both of 
them being eliminated 
earlier than usual. Her 
rival, Gabriela Sabatini 
presented no real 
problems for her in the 
final, and even less so 
did the Soviet Natalia 
Zvereva. This second 
consecutive title 
resulted also in Steffi 
Graf, already victorious 
in Australia, finding 
herself half-way to her 
first Grand Slam. 

She seemed to have 
got off on the right foot 
in 1989, m spite of 
attacks from the very 
young Monica Seles. 
Therefore, it was an 
even greater surprise to 
see her give in to the 
impetuousness of the 
Spanish girl Arantxa 
Sanchez. Arantxa was 
fearless, her hand didn’t 
tremble at the decisive 
moment and, in passing, 
she stole from the 
demoralized idol the 
record as the youngest 
ladies winner in the 
history of Roland 
Garros. 

The record for 
precocity did not last 
long. In the 1990 
tournament it was 
beaten by Monica Seles, 
who captured the title at 
the age of sixteen and a 
half. The latest victim of 
her two-handed game 
was none other than 
Steffi Graf, who thus 
lost her second 
consecutive Roland 
Garros final. 





VOICES 


‘av^VPIl^VlVk YfVv«MHr9 

:|lM.]i«M^ftittif«ir: AM 
viiy lil«iMM.1liy iMi goM by 

'V^m^wnBfi f HI OTiYiffipi ws i 

^iM iilivA ta fhM cliortfwrM 
. «f1taM. Wbinta if dona 
ttioMtMdi of kfloniaina wmy 

mml oW ISM uMIL 

ARVTON SENNA on Hfaon the 
Jl^lrack. 


W E’LL do our ecppnrte 
IMngs. But we do ttM BMM 
tMng on me track. We’ll run 
■oiinateidtotlier. 

BEN JOHNSON is of ttte opinion 
that he would never talk to 
Cart Lewis even if they ran 
together. 





W iSHIIiadtiiBOw.. 

MANSELL on Arylon Senna 
after the latter's fourth consecufive 
Qr»id PrN win this season. 
MaraeU was oeferring to Senna's 
state of the lent McLaren Honda. 


mifflbw two to number one 
would be so great tt Is diffletilt 
because all tMa la ao new to mov 
tt’s hard to say m to all dtoae 
Interesdng offers, tt la not ea^f 
to tiava peo|de wound all the 
time watching you and wandng 
to take your f^^re. I atto have 
my bad diqv and then It can be 


S^CA SELES, the err 
women’s tennto starts to 
oifbetnoon 


it’-' ■■■ 

'..iiA \-fX 






I 


%i fHEN you mWilt eimiy 
VVolliw baH. ^ etaftto loaa, 
aoifmQtivaiion.rmstliiilndtng« 
diffleult to swHoh to day. 

LENDL, the perfectionist, after 
k)^ to woAj no. 61 ftenjto 
Futlan at the German Open. 

C LEARLY he now haatobe 
considered a bawman who 
con bowl, but he first has to 
prove that he can do that Job fw 
woroeslerahire. But if Ilia recent 
form Is a measure of new 
determination to concentrate, d 
red deaira, that la good mwa. 
TED DEXTER does not rule out 
Ote possibility of Botham making it 
beck permenantty to the England 
team. 

/\UR guys were nmgnificwd 
Vlbgah^Anstralla, 


eapadiMyanw they had been 
calMhae-beeneand 
ipmaloiiers. lam ready to stake 
my claim tor being the wlnnw 

VIVRlSwRDS ki London before 
thestar^d. tiwthree month tour 







JIMMY CONNORS 


BJORN BORG 


JOHN MCENROE 



Borg, Connors and McEnroe, 
once the world’s greatest 
players, should realise that it is 
no longer their time 


HE road warrior came first Mouthflecked with spit, knuckles 
raw, stomach full of guts, a grunt sack and a grotesque 
manner at tunes JIMBO' 

_ The machine came next Hunched over, eyes seeing nothing 

face betraying nothing, racket doing everything Ice, ice, baby BORG 
The kid came last Boy-in-the-corner-suUen-look, a streetwalker’s 
vocabulary, but with hands kissed by an angel MAC 
Oh, what a tune it was 

Though perhaps not of innocence, but more of malevolence 
Connors telling Mac, ‘ You’re more badly behaved than my 5 year old 
son Brett”’ 

Mac responding by putting Connors over his knee and spanking him 
one, one and two at Wimbledon 1984 
Connors always the good loser, being whipped by Vilas at the 1977 
US Open, and storming out, chanting obscenities, wagging his finger 
at anyone darmg to approach him 

Next year when Connors slams Borg at the Open and when the press 


BY ROHIT BRIJHATH 


The 

roadwarrior, 
mouth flecked 
with spit, came 
first. JIMBO. 
The machine, 
face betraying 
nothingi came 
next. BORG. 
The kid, with a 
streetwalker’s 
vocabulary 
came last. MAC 


























Eye spy quiZ 

We thought that the response to the Hot Legs Quiz in February was 
spectacular. But that was nothing compared to the deluge which 
overwhelmed us for this Quiz. Over 3000 entries from all over 
India. And what was most surprising was that there were over 750 
All-Correct entries. A lottery was done (see Freewheeling) and... 


THE WINNER IS 


PAUSHIKA GHOSH 
from Rehagiri, Assam 


1) Ashwini Nachappa 


2) Alain Prost 





3) George Foremj 
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Khanna, Calcutta; Saurabh Bahuguna. Oahra Dun; Sonya Thimmaish, Bangalore; Soma Thakur. Calcutta; Rakesh Khanna, Assam, Md. Attab 
HosMin, Calcutta; Jacinths Kwan, Calcutta; Amit Kumar Das. Bhubaneswar; Riju Sharma. Bokaro; Sandeep Sethi, Chandigarh; Arindam Saha. 
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JItondraTaori, Nagpur, Rajneesh Kumar Singh. Bombay; S. Swaminathan, Bombay; Rueev Kumar Das, Onssa; Lon. Assam; Adil Hussam, Ranchi; 
Saii^ep MIshra, Snuban^war; S. C. Praveen, Karnataka; Shyamal Baruah, Assam; Ravi Kinnarkar, Bombay; Rakesh Kumar, Patna; Mohammad 
Rashid, Calcutta; Kuntal Dutta, Durgapur; Reggie D'Mello, Bombay: Raia R. Sevak, Surat: Manoj S Anchan, Bombay; Bhagyashree Gurjer, 
Bangalore; Rayesh Kumai Sinha. Madras; Suzanne Lawrence. Bombay; Sanjoy Sen. Narendrapur; T K. Dinesh, Bhopal; Satish L Chowgule, 
Karnataka; Raa Bhattacharya, Shillong; Shiv Ranjan Sharma. New Delhi, Manoj Kr Das, Assam: S Chandra Kumar Fernando, Madras;Tvan H. 
Almeida, Thane; Pranab KrGcnoi, Assam; Biswadeep Deb. Jamshedpur; Vinod Chandran. Bangalore. Rajesh Kumar, Patna; Bhiswadeb Majumdar. 
Howrah; Raieev Oogra, Bilawur; V Ganesh, Madras. Manish Jain, Calcutta; Sukumar Sinha, Jadugoda: Asish Gupta. Durgapur: Jayanta Kumar 
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Jaiprakash A. Jawahrani, Bombay: Navajyoti Burah, Assam; RatuI Kr Bhuyan, Assam; Nikhil Lakhanpal, Bombay; D Lelmuanpuia, Mizoram; Bimota 
Nambam, Manipur; Krishnendu Chatterjee. Bilaspur; Atri Mitra, 24-Parganas: Utpal Adhicary, Calcutta; Vikas Kumar Han, Mussorrie; R Bhaskar, 
Madras: Kaushik Sanyal, Nagpur; Anajana B. Patel, Ahmedabad; Tarun Chatterjee. Burdwan: K Seran, Tamil Nadu, Rameshwar Singh, Jaipur; 
Neelanshu S. Jamuar, Patna; Rohit Shukla, New Delhi; Rituparna Chetia, Assam; Jasbir Singh, Jamshedpur, M. K Srikanth, Mysore. Anil Yadav, 
Gangtok' Rajdeep Chowdhury, Silchar; D S Prasad. Mysore; Harbir Singh Kohli, Indore, Tirothy Paulson Amudala, Ootacamund; Kamal Choudhury, 
Assam; Manish Chandra Sinha, Patna; Amit Kumar Saran, Sonebhadra.Naveen, Madras, Ashish Jagmohan, New Delhi, Raja Mandal, Calcutta; P 
V. Parameswaran, Calcutta; Sucheta P Joshee, Pune; Gurmit Pal Singh, Assam; R Sunder, Bangalore; A Shahul Hameed, Kolar, Suranjan Das, 
Calcutta; K V Kamesh, Bhilai. Rodney Charles New Delhi; Arunav Pattanaik, Bihar; Prashant Singh. Hyderabad: Ashish Taparia, Uttar Pradesh; 
Arun Prabhu, Maharashtra, Tshering Bhutia, Sikkim; B N Rajesh Reddy. Madras; Rio Fernandes, Bombay: Surjit Mazumdar, Durg, N. Prashob, 
Kerala; Roger Carruthers, Calcutta, V. S Sunil, Kerala, Piyush Chaudhuri, Allahabad, Amit Nandi, Calcutta; James Lalsawmliana, Mizoram; Rubyma 
Lamare, Meghalaya; Rajat Das, Assam; K. Mallika Panja, Midnapur, K Shandy, Vijayawada: Kumar Shubhendu, Bihar, Indranil Dutta, Rourkela: K 
Snnivas, Bombay; Jayesh M Bhatt, Ahmedabad; S Joseph Philip, Bangalore, Roshan Pradhan, Darjeeling, Debraj Mitra, Calcutta. Prashant Ralhi, 
Gwalior' Mir Farooq Ali, Hyderabad, Rajib Barman, Assam; S Tippu Sultan, Madras, Joy Mukherjee, Assam, Aghoto Serna, Arunachal Pradesh; N 
Geethapnya, Madras: Danish Ahmad, Ranchi; Prasenjit Ghosh, Assam, Atikur Zaman, Assam, Ranjan Samantra, Orissa, Carlton Isaaks. Madras. 
Sarat Pookat, Kerala. Rajat Das, Dhanbad, Saspat Saraph, Orissa, Sukanto Chakraborty, Calcutta. Sanjay Sengupta, Katihar, Bindu N Shah, 
Bombay, Sudhansu Saraph, Orissa. Sandhya Mathews. Madras. C Gopinath, Trivandrum. Hakim Bhemat, New Delhi; Sailesh Mohan. Kerala, K K, 
Mansukhani, Bombay; Aril Ahmed Roomy, Karnataka, Moumi Chakraborty. Calcutta. J Narayan. Bangalore; Qaid Kagalwalla, Secunderabad. Salil 
^ntra, Burdwan, Krishnendu Banerjee, New De'hi; Salal Shetty, Orissa; Late Khanchandani, Bhopal, Lynnette Alexander, Madras: Savio Menezes, 
Bombay; Rupak Saha, Calcutta, Hajiv Ranjan Verma, Bihar; Reginald Platel, K R Sagar, Joyjeet Pakrasi, Bangalore; Rama Saha. Calcutta; Shamya 
Dasgupta, Calcutta; Shirish Sannat, Bihar; Nasser Waheed, Cuttack: Hit/u Ghosal, Calcutta, Anmdya Banerjee. Chittaranjan; Geoffrey, Arunachal 
Pradesh 

Bidyut Goswami, Assam Sanjoy Hoy. Calcutta Neelh Devaiah Mysore. Anand Balaji Madras Rahul Patil. BomOay. Ayan Maiumdar, Calcutta Sudhii Patrick CnaKratlorty 
Bihar, Sunder Iyer, New Delhi, Rajiv Gopinath Bangalore; G V Ashok. Bangalore, R Pattabhi Raman. Madras. Rajiv Sethi Chandigarh. Chuap Saret, Darjuel.ng, Mayank 
Narayan Singh, Calcutta, Mamsh Khanka. Ilanaqar, Michael Zothana, Mizoram Aunraq Bhaigava, Kolhapur, Rajesh Agarwal, Onssa. Sundar Hao, V-aranasi Md Najimuddin 
Ahm^, Assam, ProbodhChiplunkai. Indore, Joy Chatlorji. Calcutta Pierre Correia Afonso. Goa Sanjay Sudan Calcutta t S Bhavani, Secunderabad, Gauiav Mishra, 
Lucknow Anup Katyal, Aligarh, Rajdeep Roy. Silchar, Mohan Sankrit, New Delhi OT lepcha Onssa RajaKommuri Vijayawada. Tulail Ahmed Intezam, Assam Sanjioan 
Deb Roy. Assam. RatuI Mukhopadhyay. Calcutta, Saurabh Jam, Nagpur, N Muiali. Madurai. Kanhik Rarnan Hyderabad Sauiav Sen. Calcuna, R S GiH. Patiala K 
Mohanan. Kerala. Praval Baliarsingh, Orissa J D Kannan, Varanasi, Shahana Chaudhury. Calcutta, Oipak Kumar Smgh, Assam Peter A Joseph, Karnataka, Dnbapratim 
Dey, Meghalaya. Pritam Jil Das Assam. FirdausAnjumKhalii. Mysore Munhul Phukan. Assam Sanjay Mishra Onssa 'Ijjal Banish Assam Arnold Fernandes Mangalore. J 
Robin Samuel, Madras. M Vinod Kerala, Siddharta Chowdhury Assam, bqy Joseph. Kerala. Haigobinder Smgh. Pahala Arup Biswas Calcutta BarnaliGoqoi Assam, S 
Raghavendra Prasad. Bangalore, B L Tlumlea, Aizawl Pansaj Upadhyay. Gwalior. Vishal Ranjan Patna Dipak Kr Borqohain Assam, M Umashankai Karnataka. Sujil 
Kumar Dey, Orissa MahavirB Mathur. Lucknow, Dohrupa Guha, Calculta R Ranqanathan Madras Rakesh Premjii Sen, Calcutta Debashish Bhattachaiiee. Assam A 
Suresb, Karnataka Samsul Huda Palgm, Assam Wajid K-A-Diatiu, Snnagar S Ravi. Bangalore T R OunaSekhar Nellore Subrolo Kr Nandi Dhanhad M K Anand, 
Bangalore Ajay Sriknshna. Karnalava. Sidahatta Hoychowdnii'V Jamshedpur. .Satyon S Mandrekar, Bombay Ullej Ran. Ahmed,ibad MnnalGohain, Assam, V.sas Pagan, 
Haryana. Ashit Das, Assam P Cliflord Megismithati Tamil Nadu. N Rama Monan, Bombay M Navin Bangalore. V Venkata Ramanan Madras, Sonali Thapa, New Delh., T 
'H Narendra Mysore, Rajat Sarkar, Assam Tariui Nandn New Delhi P Varadarajan. Coimbalore Mohsm Iqbal. Aurangab.id Devjani, SniJlorig Kaushik Dutta Gupia, 

Calcutta PrethamHogde Madras. Suman Prasad. Keiala Naharun Choudhury Bihai Suravi Taliikdar Assam Rinkubaha Tnpura Laisrain Enqamkhuinan Imphal.M 
Jeyaramachandran TarmiNadu Mohan Outt Kharagpur Anniiam'lon NewDeitu Ga.itam.J Kapoor Now Delhi, A Rainaoanda Gwalioi Saiigata Mookherjee Calcutta 
Dhiiaj Talukdar. Assam Pijush Choudhury, Murshidabad Rohan Badsha!,. New Delhi SameorGoel, New Delhi Jude Kelvm Luiz, Bombay Du'gushJ JarJeja Rajkot Saurav 
Sengupta, Calcutta Ketan Gupta, Bangalore Rupa Bhattacharya Calcutta M V Pavan Karnataka NiOt.i Sharma Agia I aRshmar. Chqtn Assam, Amu Verma New Delhi 
Ranjan Tiwan. Nagaland. DeepanKar Das Assam Monarch R Sevak, Sum*, I Bimbisar Singh Jmphal Rajesh Dutta Assam Mntushjyoti Hazaribagh. F'ankaj Bhagal. New 
Delhi. Sudipto Bose. Karnataka. Debajil Banerjee, Calcutta Debab'alaCh,-)udr.'irv, Aq.srtala Ramu Mohan. Patna Anjaii Pa'urkar Nagpur Diga.mbar Pairowaiy Saranie 
Sanjoy Mukherjee. Sealdah Doepnarayan. Dhanbad Ranoioy Sengupta Assam Suman Miiia, Assam Syad Murlad Peer Bangalore Abu Mohammad Musa. Assam, B L 
Madan, Mysore, P Arun Narayan. Kerala Joyanta Ghosh Howrah Arshad Wall Haoue, Ahgarh. Dibyendu Dey Calcutta Swaqaia Sarkar Burdwan Shekhar Sriarma 
Calcutta Ajay Subramaniam, Mysore. Rajesh Menon Orissa. HarshaMoily. Bangalore E Anil Bombay Snehashis Sur. Cakuua Sanjay Manchanda Bombay. Sddharth 
Sharma Jaipur;RanjilBaruah. Assam. Cedric Mathews, New Delhi D Narayan New Delni, Sanjoy Mukherjee. Calfutta Errol Govoas Bombay MukeshM Jcshi Bombay, 

G Srihari. Karnalaka M Ningraj Karnataka Jatinder Smgh Pannu Amritsar, Mrinal Kanti Dey. Calcutta Inrle* Pal Singh Chandigaih. Sk Anisur AIi Calcutta. V 
BhagyalaKshmi, Bangalore. Sanjaev Das Jharsuguda Kailo! Chakraborty Nadia Chawngthan Liana Bankura, Kaushik Baiua Assam. Indranil Sanyal, Calcutta K N 
Chandrasekhar! Calcutta. Chaitanya Dalmia New Delhi Reas Biswas, Calcutta, Doei Roy, Calcutta Ritabrata Saha, Dhanbad Debobiata Borgohan. Assam, Indrani Dutt. 
Calculta, R Sivakumaran. New Delhi, Rajesh Kumar, Bihar. D Venuqopal Acharya. Bombay Amitesn Btiatlacharya. Assam TopeYomrha Bhopal Prabu Gupta Chaudhury, 
Shillong, Vivek Panikker, Chandigarh Ranju Baruah, Assam. Anil Kumar, Gha/i.nbad, Rudhrapnya Bay. Calcutta. Partha Saraihi Guha, Silchar, Asish Khora New Delhi, 
SubhoBiswas 24-Parganas, Partho Gupta Calcutta. Mayur ChiKramane. Bangalore. Ranjan Dhar, Calcutta. Ardoahir.leejeebhoy Calcutta, Vijay Krishnan, New Delni; Abu 
Saieh, Rourkela, SpandanBasu.Chandernagofc.RaymandJeojBebhoy Calcutta Arijil Challerjeo Calcutta. Kamal Mishra, Bihar. Arnab Bose Calcutta. H Siisheel Kumar. 
Bangalore, K S Nagesh, Bangalore. Papiya Ganguly, Cdicutta. Soumyarup Kahali Calcutta Rdjkumar Tommy, M.inipur K S Snriivdsan, Madras Arnab Roy, Calcutta. 
SanjayTripathy.Caicutta, Jill'S. Bangalore Suresn Kulty, Gwalior P Sundhar Madras, Joydev Roy Ranchi K M Abdul Kadeer Madras Chalak Vakharia Bombay Chinni 
Mohammad, Bangalore Prem Gepal Behki, Assam R Balaji, Madras Mir Shankai Hussam Bangalore N Serilhil Hangalrjre Sunil C Ullal, Bumbay. Suvojit Do, New Delhi, 
Diwan Singti Dhanii. C'O 99 APO. Jayant Kapre. New Delhi, P Hajaram. Madras Arvind Vepa, Bombay Soumitra Dutta. Calcuna S Aravmd, Madras Manish Pat'Tripalhy, 
Palna Rajeev Mohan, Assam Deepak Gangadharan Bombay, Komar Chandrasekharan Madras Manab KrCholleng, Assam, Saniano Ghosh, Calcutta, Arjun Lama 
Calcutta Angshuman Chakraborty. Siligun. T Shashi Kumai. Bangaloia, Mamsh Kr Chowdhury, New Delhi Rishi Vasudev, Narendrapur. Gurpreet Smgh. New Delhi 
SayantanBaneiiee.Calcutta.BasantGurung. Hooqhly.AtunuChaudhuri, Calcutta GaulomDeon lianagar Rajdeep Oia. Assam. Rajesh Kumar Bombay Indranil Banerjee, 
Calcutta Neeraj Kumar New Delhi Hishiiaj Gupta, Calcutta Nnmai Kumai Gidga. Darjeenng Sudm Chatterjee Calcutta Han Ram Sura. As.sam NaushadF Kazi, Bombay 
Netra Ranjan Dutta, Assam, Abhijeet Bharali, Assam. P Daniel Koshy, Orissa Pomal Shah Calcutta. Subhammay Chaudhury. Malda. Satijan Das, Jamshedpur Shashi 
Sharrat Calcutta P S Sanjay Srinivasan, Madras Raj Kr Tiwan, Bangalore Deep Shome. Calcutiu aetendra Boihra. Assam, Daisy Mala Hembron, Bihar, Abdul Khaliq, 
Bombay KalyanSaha Calcutta S Vijayanand Erode Somenath Tripathy Jabalpur B K Regh..N,-u dan. Mysore S Siddhartb Shankar, Madras. S N Prasannakumar. 
HuWr Manidipla Dalui Howrah, T R Suraj, Madras BokaiSumi Jabalpur Sudip Sanyal, Hooghly MukunduDe Burdwan, S V.vea, Bombay. Partha Chakraborty. Calcutta, 
ShuvodeepRoy Silchar'S D Chougale Nagaland. Dipu K flajan, Kerala. Salya Prakash R.injan. Bihar, 0 Dwaraknathan, Madras, Mohd Shoeh Ah ib. New Delni, Samrat 
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Paul Gascoigne’s plans for glory have been put on hold. 
Meanwhile, he stands to lose not just a lot of soccer, but also a 
quick chance to become a multi-millionaire 

E NGIjAND is in mourning' Folk hero, Paul Gascoigne after an operation for 
damaged cruciate ligaments in his right knee, has to re-think his immediate 
footballing future. 

Considered the most popular man in the Bi itish Isles, more popular than film 
stars or pop stars, Eric Clapton, Paul Macartney or guitarist Jeff Beck, Gazza 
committed professional suicide at Wembley Stadium within a span of 16 minutes 
of recklessness at theF.A. Cup Final. In doing so, the errant genmsjeopardi.sed his own and 
his club Spurs' future and proceeded to set a nation in mourning. 

In England, Gazza could do no wrong. Before the F, A, Cup Final, in the official bi'cmhure, he 
received glowing praise, “had we ever seen a footballer who combined so much touch witli so 
much bulldog spirit, who was so willing to live every moment, to care so intensely, so crazily 
about winning?" Yet his performance in the final, hyped as Gazza's Final’ was like a 
hyperactive, spoilt child Referee Roger Milford was hesitant to caution him or show him the 
yellow card, for a gruesome opening minute chest high lunge at a Forest midfielder, Garry 
Parker and an unforgiveable lashing kick at overlapping right back, Gary Charles 
Milford attributed the first lapse to over-enthusiasm Expt.'rts maintaan that if Gazza had 
been cautioned in the opening minutes instead of being rewarded by an indulgent smile by 
referee Milford, he might have avoided the Tha.i boxing style tackle on Charles. 

Even the ever admiring British Press, chastised Gazza for his behaviour Michael Calvin of 
the Daily Telegraph said, “it was immature, intolei-ant. irresponsible to the point of self 
destruction." Many, however, agreed that Gazza’s performance encapsulated the faults which 
remain unchecked when a sportsman of his nature is surrounded by apologists and hangers 
on. Seasoned journalist Brian Glanville said, “with such a temperament, Gazza would have 
played only one in three games in Italy. He would have been constantly cautioned and upset 
by opponents needling him. Gazza needs a father figure and it would have been best, if he had 
gone to Marseilles where his friend and advisor Chris Waddle could have guided him. ” 

Lying in his £230 (Rs. 8,000 approx) per night room at the Princess Grace hospital, Gazza 
must have been contemplating his losses and his immediate future. Spurs’ physiotherapist, 
John Sheridan feels that Gazza cannot play till 1992. When out of hospital, he will be in 
crutches, then walk with a knee brace and it will be months before he can even kick a bal 1. The 
injury is considered serious for a player like Gascoigne, who relies on swiftness of movement 
and mobility of feet. That in a nutshell is his professional loss. 

What are Gazza’s financial losses? The proposed £7.9 million transfer to Lazio, Rome has 
been temporarily shelved. Gazza stands to lose about £1.1 million in annual earnings. After 
tax deductions, his earnings from Lazio would have been about half a million pounds. If he 
played in Italy, sponsorship and endorsements would have fetched him another half a million 
pounds and add another £100,000 in bonuses. So for Gazza it is a case of so near and yet so far 
from being a multi-millionaire. 

Personally, Gascoigne faces a long and arduous fight for fitness. Medical evidence reveals 
that players like Scottish World Cuppers. Craig Levin and Ian Durrant who underwent 
similar injuries, were out of the game for nearly two years before staging a comeback due to 
their resilient charcter. Can Gazza stage a comeback? Many in the British Isles are keeping 
their fingers crossed. We are living in an age of flawed or inconsistent heroes. Or is it the 
pressure of big bucks coupled with heavy media blitz? Oh for the happy days of Pele. 

Garrincha and George Best, not so very long ago. 

Novy Kapadia, London 
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SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 
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TO MEET; Ben 

Johnson and Carl 
Lewis, on 1 July at 
an athletics Grand 
Prix in France. This 
will be the first 
meeting after the 
’88 Olympics. 
OECIDEO: BythelOA 
to hold 

the first Afro-Asian 
Games in New Delhi 
early next year. 
RETURNS; George 
Foreman to the 
boxing ring. But 
this time as a TV 
analyst for the cable 
TV network HBO. 


REGAINED; By Hector 
‘Macho’ Camacho 
theWBO 
welterweight 
championship. He 
defeated Greg 
Hangen in the 
rematch on a split 
decision that went 
in his favour. 
RECOVERING; World 
marathon record 
holder, Rosa Mota 
from a surgery to 
remove an 
abdominal cyst. 

TO PLAY; Brazihan 
striker, Zico, for a 
Japanese second 



division club. He 
was signed for a 
reported fee of 2.5 
million dollars. 
WON; By Steffi Graf 
the German Open 
Tennis 

championship. She 
defeated Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain 6-3,4-6, 7-6 
in the finals. 

WON; By Emilio 
Sanchez of Spain, 
the Itahan Open. He 
defeated Alberto 
Mancini of 
Argentina in the 
finals for his first 
major title. 
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SadStoiy 


M FTER reaxiing the | 

Is Freewheeling in the issue 
## dated 1—7 May'91, one 
• "couldn’t but help feel sad 
about Sanjivan Mondal. It is a 
sorry plight that a swimmer of his 
talent has to struggle to make 
ends meet. It is only in our 
country that talent is not given its 
due, specially talent in the sports 
field. 

It is certainly very 
disheartening to hear that the 
State government has not done 
anything to improve his plight. It 
is high time something was done 
to improve the plight of the three 
time winner of the world s longest 
swimming race 
SUBHAMOYMAZUMDAE. 
Murahidabad. 

Heartening 

T he performance of A . W. Zaidi 
has removed all doubts ab<jut the 
MRF Pace Foundation and its | 

inability to produce bowlers of 
good calibre India at this stage 
does need some new blood in its 
bowling lineup. Here's wishing 
that Zaidi gets a chance to prove his 
mettle and lead India on to greater 
heights. 

We would also like a detailed 
report on the Frank Tyson 
bowling camp. 

DINESH. 

Bhopal. 





Congratulations mmmmmmmm 

C ONGRATS to Kapil Dev and his 
men for winning the Ranji 
Trophy for the first time. Kapil 
once again laid to rest any doubts 
about his form and accusations 
that he was past his prune His 
presence on the field itself was a 
great morale booster for his 
teammates and to reinforce that 
was his superb performance. Keep 
up the good work Kapil. 
PRABALGUHA, 

Dibrugarh. 

Gladdening ■■■■■■■■■■■ 

I T is indeed gladdening that 
India is in the reckoning in 
tennis. By winning against Korea 
in the Davis Cup. India now has 
the prospect of moving into the 
world group. Leander Paes and 
Ramesh Krishnan played 
superbly and if it wasn’t for them 
we never could have dreamt of 
getting into the world group 
Leander does have to polish up his 
game a bit but then he can surely 
bring India a lot of accolades in the 
future. Here’s wishing the Indian 
team all the best for their 
oncoming series against Brazil. 
Though it is a tough round we 
should be able to outclass them. 
SRINIVASNYAPATHY. 
Rajahmnndry. 
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(kingratulationsaHHHHiiMHi 

C ONGRATULATIONS to sprint 
queen P.T. Usha on her 
marriage. Best wishes to the 
newly wed couple. We hope that 
she takes up coaching and 
produces some champions in her 
own mould. 

S. CHOWDHURY, 

K. SIVAPRASAD, 

Mazagon Dock. 

Interesting 

T he article Shame And Scandal 
(24—30 April) made interesting 
reading. It is true but strange that 
the tennis players inspite of their 
high profile lifestyle manage to 
keep their private lives under 
wraps. And even more amazing is 
the fact that writers even though 
they know about the lives of the 
players do not write anything 
about the personal aspects. Maybe 
writers of other sports should 
take a lesson or two from their 
tennis counterparts and devote 
more time to write about their 
sport than indulge in frivolous 
gossip about the stars. It would 
only be too nice if yellow 
journalism was kept away from 
all sports. 

JITUCHANGMAJ, 

Jorhat. 




Willie Carson, riding^ Shadayid, came out on top against Lest 

MBAtfLEWm 


T HK Shadayid did not find 

OVERDRIVE more acceleration, but 

might have been ma,ybe I should temper 
missing, but the my disappointment 

brilliant because she runs like a 

Shadayid still filly who will get 

had sufficient gears in farther.” 

hand to prfjduce a Just how much 

classic-winning farther, is the 

perfoi rnance in the 64,000-dollar question. 

General Accident 1 .OOO Shadayid had not even 
Guinea.s at Newmarket been unsaddled when 

on Thursday. May 2, Dunlop and owner 

1991 Hamdan Al* Maktoum 

Shadayid (6-4 on), were quizzed as to 

who went to post the whether Shadayid 

shortest-pi-iced would attempt to 

favourite for the first emulate Salsabil, who 

fillies’ classic in 2H landed this classic for 

years, lived up to her the same team 12 

glowing reputation months ago and went on 


The ()!'('I'd fire itiifihf h(irc Ix-ei/ 
niissiti;/, h/il the hrill/(tiif Sh(t(l(Ufi(l 
sfill hdd svfficicei (jettrs m hand h> 
prod/ICC (t rldssicdi'i H i/i Ilf/ 
/X'rl'oniiit lice 


when .stretching her to win both the Oaks and 

unbeaten run to five Irish Derby, 

with another polished Carson said. "I think it 

and thoroughly is very possible 

professional display. Shadayid will get ten 

Perhaps her jockey furlongs—I am less sure 

Willie Carson, was about the mile and a 

exfiecting too much. half.” 

But. though Shadayid But Carson stressed 

lengthened up well to he had similar 
win by two lengths and a reservations about 
length from Kooyonga Salsabil 12 months ago 
and Crystal Gazing, the and, sigmficantl,y, 
48-year-old five-times Sheikh Hamdan, who is 

champion, celebrating very much his own man. 

his 16th British Classic chipped in. “Don’t rule 
victory, was strangely her out of the Oaks. ” 

subdued. On breeding there 

Carson. who ciume out must be grave doubts 
on top with Ijester about Shadayid staying 

Piggott in a battle of the the Oaks distance. But 
grandfathers, admitted; as Dunlop observed, her 

“1 was surprised Sire Shadeed although a 



Willie Carson smiling 
after winning the first 
Classic of the season 
last year on Salsabil. 

This year he carried Desirable, was placed in 
the same colours to the ten-furlong Nassau 

victory on Shadayid Stakes at Goodwood. 

Carson, who had 

Guineas winner, had a never been placed in the 

mile-and-a-half 1,000 Guineas until 

pedigree, and the dam, Salsabil won last year. 







BY CYRUS J. MADAN 





said; “Salsabil was a 
much more relaxed filly 
than Shadayid, and it 
remains to be seen how 
the grey will react to a 
parade on a hot day." 

Shadayid never stood 


still in the 
preliminaries, 

around the 

paddock, but remaining 
cool throughout. 

Even going to post her 
suspect temperament 


stood up remarkably 
well, and Carson’s only 
moment of concern 
occurred when John 
Reid joined him on 
Tetradonna, causing 
Shadayid to think twice 






2,000 eUlNEAS 


Jockey 
Robem 
certainly 
believes 
Mystiko is 
capable of 
lifiina the 
world's 
greatest flat 
rcweand, 
while the 
grey's style of 
racing 
prompts the 
inevitable 
stamina 
doubts 


No Mistake By Mystiko 

M ystiko, a grey son of Secreto, who won the Derby back in 1984 kept the 
cause of the greys flying high when he won the General Accident 2000 
Guineas at Ne^^arketpn Saturday May 4. Trained by Clive Brittain and 
ridden by Michael Roberte^M.^tiko won an absolute thriller just holding on from 
the Steve Cauthen moufi^^cius. 

Owned by one of England’s most famous owners, Lady Beaverbrooke, Mystiko 
who sported the famous beaver brown and maple leaf green colours is now set to 
have a bash at the Derby on the first Wednesday of June. If he does pull it off he wil 
be emulating his sire Secreto. 

This was Clive Brittain’s third classic triumph following Julio Mariner and 
Pebbles and his popularity is matched by that of his jockey Michael Roberts, 
36-year-old and 11 times champion in South Africa. For him this was his first 
British Classic victory. Time was when Brittain’s Derby contenders were 
automatically made favourite to run last. Now he has Mystiko who could well start 
favourite to win the Derby. 

Roberts certainly believes Mystiko is capable of lifting the world's greatest flat 
race and, while the grey’s style of racing prompts the inevitable stamina doubts, 
the amiable Springbok does not see it that way. 

He said, “I see no reason why Mystiko should not stay. He switches off so well 
that he’d get two miles, let alone the mile and a half and. while the Derby is always 
a tough race, I told Clive befoi^ the Guineas that he was made for Epsom. 

“I would not be afraid of making all there, but Mystiko will be even more effectiw 
if we can sit third or fourth. 

“He bounces off fast ground and, if we get the right underfoot conditions at 
Epsom, I can see him scooting round the bends. 

“He’s got everything and, while Mtoto will always be very special to me, this is also 
an extremely high class horse. ’’ 

Roberts, who won two Eclipses and a King George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
Diamond Stakes on Mtoto has never lost faith in Mystiko even when the colt’s 
temperament threatened to get the better of him. 

Cynwl. Madan 


Tetradonna and 
Miranda Jay duelled for 
the early lead as Cai-sori 
settled Shadayid 
towards the reax", with 
French raider Once In 
My Life plum last. 

Cartrey had missed 
the break and met more 
problems when trying to 
get in a blow three 
furlongs out, where 
Richard Quinn changed 
lanes on Lee Artise and 
gave Shadayid a bump 
in the process. 

Cloche D’Or and Only 
Yours disputed the lead 
passing the Bushes but. 
as Carson observed 
later. Shadayid’s stride 
took her up to the 


leaders and she closed 
up pulling double. 

Piggott. however, was 
going equally well on 
Irish Challenger 
Kooyonga and meeting 
the rising gi’ound. the 
gloves came off. 

Kfxiyonga and Only 
Yours were on either 
side, but Carson popped 
the question to Shadayid 
and, while the answer 


was not produced 
instantly, it always 
looked as if she would 
come up with the goods. 

The acceleration was 
not explosive, but inside 
the final furlongs 
Shadayid produced her 
finishing kick and in six 
strides she left the other 
two for dead. 

Dunlop said: 
"Shadayid is a lovely 


filly, but she stretches 
and lengthens rather 
than accelerates 
instantly. It took her a 
stride or two to find top 
gear, but whereas 
Salsabil was flat out to 
win last year, she has 
scored by two lengths, 
so we’ve got to be 
delighted.” 

Carson, who describes 
Shadayid as a 
“hyper-active filly," 
confessed that for a split 
second he thought 
Bruce Raymond had 
him beaten on Only 
Yours. But Carson 
added: “Then she met 
the rising ground and 
off she went.” • 
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READERS 




QUESTIONS 

•4 What 
X , revolutionary 
development 
marked the 
Olympic Games of 
1912? 

2 What IS meant 
, by the sports 
slang 'catcfhing a 
crabr 

3 Which Indian 
. spinner was 
named ‘Fergie’? 

4 Harald 

, Schumacher's 
book created quite 
a flutter and even 
resulted in the 
German 

goalkeeper 's being 
banned from 
playing for his 
country. Name the 
infamous book. 

5 Which 
, cricketer is 
nicknamed ‘Big 
Dog’? 

6 Who was the 
, youngest 
tennis player ever 
to make his debut 
in the Davis Cup? 


7 Which 
, touring 
leserve 

wicketkeeper with 
no record outside 
India as a bowlei-. 
opened the innings 
in a Test match? 

8 Whose 

, autobiograph¬ 


y is titled ‘Child of 
Change’? 

9 In the first 
, unofficial Test 
series against Sri 
Lanka (1974) only 
one Indian 
cricketer got a ton. 
But ironically, he 
never played an 


ANSWERS 

1. It was the first time that females competed 

2. To miss an oar stroke In rowing 

3. Subhas Gupte 

4. Kick-Off 

5. Peter Pollock (South Africa) 

6. Haroon Rahim (Pakistan) 

7. B.K. Kunderan opened the bowling for his side 
at Birmiggham on July 131967 

8. Garry Kasparov 

9. Gopal Bose, he scored 104 m the first Test at 
Colombo 

10. George Best 

11. Aback handspring 

12. Vijay Madgavkar 

13.1956 Melbourne Olympics 

14. Japan 

15. John McEnroe 


filPANJONCHAUDHURY. 

mUMPUNS. 

.SNaL(HI6-783008 

MESHAtAYA 


official Test 
thereafter. Who is 
he? 

■4 Who said; 
±U. “If I’d been 
born ugly you'd 
never have heard of 
Pele". 

n What does 
, ‘flic-flac:’ 
mean in 
gymnastics? 

■4 Q Who was 
X . the first 
Indian badminton 
player to reach the 
lin^ of the 
All-England 
championship? 

.4 Q In which 
X O . Olympics 
did the Olympic 
torch first travel by 
air? 

■4 A Which was 
X ^ 4 the first 
coxmtry to bring 
out a postage 
stamp to 
commemorate 
Olympic hockey? 

i K Who said; 

X O . “Connors is 
the last true tennis 
dinosaur.’’ 






T he story 
goes that 
when 

Belgian-born 
Pat Van Den 
Hauwe was 

picked for Wales for the 
1 hrst time while an 
I Everton defender, he 
travelled to their team 
hotel and was greeted by 
one of their wingers 
Very... pleased... to 
meet.. you," said the 
winger, slowly, making 
sure the “foreigner” 
with the very foreign 
name understood what 
he was saying. To which 
Van Den Hauwe replied, 
in a strong London 
accent- “Leave it out!” 
Born in Belgium he may 
have been, but he had 
been brought up from 
childhood in London. 

When Wales recently 
announced their squad 
for a friendly match 
against Iceland it 
included the Norwich 
City midfielder Jeremy 
Goss: but had to exclude 
the Crystal Palace 
centre-back, Eric 
Young, who was 
injured 

These two are about as 
Welsh as Van Den 
Hauwe. Young was born 
m Singapore, Goss in 
Cyprus Both qualified 
because they are the 
holders of a British 
passport and can play 
for whom they please. 
The words Goss used 
about his call up wore “a 
total shock”. 

Strange that Wales, of 
all countries, should be 
exploiting the biaarre 
international qualifying 
rules in this way. 

For generations, 

Welsh football was 
famous for its passion 
and resilience, for the 
way that a Welsh 
footballer, even if he 
were a mere Third 
Division player in the 
English I^eague, could 

56 . 


pull on the famous red 
jersey and become a hero 
for an afternoon, a man 
transformed. 

Ted Robbins, for long 
the secretary of the 
Welsh FA. the true 
father of Welsh football, 
and their virtual 
manager-selector—tho¬ 
ugh never named as 
such—exploited such 
patriotism to the full. 
“Get your knees under 
the table!” he would say. 
“I’ll be your daddy!” 

English clubs were 
entitled to refuse to 


release players. He 
simply took whoever 
was available, 
sometimes from clubs 
outside the League, and 
still got good results. 

Still. Wales’s 
manoeuvres are almost 
trivial compared with 
those of the Republic of 
Ireland, another 
country renowned for 
its intense patriotism, 
yet one is now quite 
ready to deem players 
Irish on the slimmest 
possible excuse. 

The most notorious 


recent example was 
Michael Robinson, a 
centre-forward who 
played for many clubs, 
among them Liverpool 
and Spain’s Osasuna, 
and who “qualified” for 
Ireland on the strength 
of a grandmother. He, in 
fact, comes from 
Lancashire. 

The present Irish 
team, managed by 
Englishman Jackie 
Chariton, would be a 
strange sight without 
its players born outside 
the Emerald Isle. 









Ireland, who did so 
wonderfully well in the 
last World Cup, the last 
European 
Championship, and 
seem set to do as much 
again, once would have 
scorned choosing any 
player not born in the 
country. But now? 

Paul McGrath, who 
played such a superb 
game in midfield 
against England at 
Wembley last March, 
was born in Ealing, west 
London, though he was 
brought up in Ireland. 


David O’Leary, the 
cool, veteran 
centre-half, so long a 
bulwark of Arsenal's 
defence, was born in 
London, though he was 
brought up in Dublin 
from an early age and 
certainly for all intents 
and practical purposes 
is Irish. 

Another star of that 
drawn match against 
England, Ray 
Houghton, is a 
Glaswegian with the 
accent to prove it; but he 
is of Irish descent. 


Millwall’s sturdy 
defender Mick McCarthy 
is a Yorkshireman, born 
in Barnsley, and 
developed by his local 
club. 

John Aldridge, one of 
the strikers, is a 
Liverpudlian. Tony 
Cascarino, another, 
comes from Kent and has 
an Italian father and an 
Irish mother. 

Kevin Sheedy, the 
Everton winger with the 
devastating left foot, 
scorer of Ireland’s 
equaliser against 


The changing of the 
qualification laws, some 
years ago, to allow 
ancestry to be decisive, 
is chiefly responsible for 
many of these 
paradoxes. 

Against that, those 
laws have been 
tightened to prevent still 
greater abuses—such as 
the ability of players to 
represent more than one 
country in their careers. 

The Italians were the 
most notorious 
offenders, using South 



England in Cagliari last 
year in the World Cup, 
was born in Wales at 
Builth Wells. 

The farce is 

underlined by the case of 
Roy Wegerle, Queen’s 
Park Rangers’ gifted 
South African striker, 
who wants to play for 
the United States in the 
next World Cup. 

His wife is an 
American, he lived for a 
number of years and 
played football in 
Florida, but does not 
fulfil the requirements 
to gain American 
nationality, partly, he 
says, because he does 
not live there for long 
enough periods. 
England, at one point 
last season, were 
interested in him, too. 


. 




Things, then, could 
now be worse. But the 
rules surely need 
examining—and 
tightening once more. ( 


i 


American players to win 
pre-War World Cups, on 
the grounds that they 
were of Italian descent 
and had double 
nationality. 


This went on as late as 
the 1962 World Cup in 
Chile when 

Argentinians like Sivori 
and Maschio wore the 
Italian jersey, Spain in 
tliat World Cup deployed 
Ferenc Puskas, former 
star of a great 
Hungarian team, and 
had the Argentine 
international Alfredo Di 
Stefano in their party. 


John Aldridge: has an Italian father and a Irish mother 












PRAY FOR RECKER MONEY TALKS 


in frustration, but not 
Stephen Hendry. 


T here is a 
possibility that 
Boris Becker might 
not play the French 
Open. Becker, who is yet 
to utilise the services of 
his new coar;h -Smid, is 
at present in Munich 
where he is being 
treated for a back 
problem which made 
him withdraw from the 
Italian Opfui. 

i 

I Explaining the 
problem Becker said, 

“My back gets tight 
everytime I try to serve 
and it gets worse. After 
half an hour I can’t use 
my muscles anymore.” 
The trouble stemmed 
from a three-hour long 
exhibition match 
against Stefan Edberg in 
Lausanne. Switzerland. 

All fans of‘Boom 
Boom’ Becker are 
requested to pray for his 
speedy recovery. 


Hendry is quite happy 

/ F YOU lose the world being the runner-up, 

snooker ti tie you because he has set a 

would tear your hair out snooker record cf the 



Becker laid up with back 
problems 

season by being the 
highest earner of table 
earnings, an astounding 
£664.000. Hendry's 
earning overtook the 
previous record of £ 

661,500 earned by Steve 
Davis. 


MESSIAH LAWRENCE 

E nglish cricket in 
search of a messiah or 
simply a bowler who can 
get batsmen out, have 
re-discovered the 
tearaway fast bowler 
from Gloucestershire, 
David ‘Syd’ Lawrence. 
Lawrences’ Test 
experience is restricted 
to bowling against the 
Sri Lankmis in ’88. 
Thank god for that, 
because at that time he 
was without control and 
accuracy. 

But this new version 
of that old model is 
undergoing a 
re-modelled bowling 
action under South 













Afr'raii coach, Eddie 
Barlow. Plus, he has 
also been watching 
videos of Sir Richard 
Hadlee’s bowling action. 
His haul of 25 wickets in 
two weeks has made him 
the highest wicket-taker 
this season. 

Thickly muscled and 
built more like a 
heavyweight boxer than 
a fast bowler, Lawrence 
was so sick and 
frustrated with cricket 
in ’89 that he tried being 
a male model, a boxer, a 
rugby player and a 
bpunoer in a nightclub. 
Ultimately he came back 
and as chairman of the 
selection committee Ted 
Dexter feels, “If Devon 
Ualcolm and Lawrence 
are fit and can show 
good control, England 
will have the fastest 
opening attack since 
Iceman and Statham 
and we can match the 
fire power of the West 
Indies.” 

Well lets hope the 
tearaway bowlw. 


Could be the last view of 
the grass at Lord's 
because according to 
plans it is going 
synthetic 

Lawrence can stick with 
it and save England 
some embarrassment 
against the West Indies. 


SYNTHETIC CHANGES 


T he hallowed 

grass at Lord's, 
headquarters of cricket, 
will be dug up by the 
year 2000 and replaced 
with a synthetic surface, 
according to Alan 
Smith, chief executive of 
the Test and County 
Cricket Board. 

The 22-yard wicket 
would still be grass, 
grown under ideal 
conditions and slotted 
into a hole in the 
synthetic surface just 
before each game. Smith 
said that despite 
objections from the 
traditionalists, the 
change was inevitable in 
the long run. 


The idea is a copy of 
the concept of Kerry 
Packer of Australia. 
Packer used trays of turf 
for the wicket when he 
was forced to use 
Australian football 
stadia to hold his World 
Series Cricket in the 
’70s. 

Polish President Walesa 
just plays table tennis for 
fitness 



Smith insisted. “I am a 
cricket traditionalist, 
but this change has to 
come and will come. 
Remember the actual 
wicket will remain turf 
and in cricket that is the 
crucial thing." 


FAT IS IN! 


PRESIDENT George 
r Bush jogs and has an 
irregular heart beat. 

And it seems that his 
fitness programme has 
gone out of hand. 
Doctors have adviced 
him to lay off jogging 
for the next few months 
because the last time he 
went out for a run he 
landed up in hospital 
with a his ‘ticker’ giving 
problems. 

On the other hand, the 
Polish President Walesa 
just restricts his 
physical activities to 
playing table tennis and 
has never felt better. 

In politics, it would 
seem to be a case of the 
survival of the fattest! * 















THE ANY! 
ANYPLACE 
WORKOUT 


FOREARMS 








catch in the next six 
hours' 

If we’re talking your 
language, then read on. 
fellow-sufferer. This is a 
workout programme 
that is tailored to the 
ultra-busy person. The 
kind of guy who is i nto 
fitness... but just not 
homebound enough to 
stick to a fitness 
regimen. 

It’sa fuli-body, 
weight-free workout 
which can either be 
enjoyed as a full-fledged 
sweat session or can be 
broken down into 
isolated exercise for 
certain body parts. Try 
and get them into your 

CHEST 


memory so that anytime 
you get a few minutes 
going spare, you're 
working that body. 

In fact, this 
programme- •if you 
want to even call it 
that ■ isn't governed by 
any rigid numbers of 
reps and sets. Just let 
your muscles guide you 
through it If you feel 
good, you're on the right 
track. 

HANDS. You can be 
either standing up or 
sitting on a chair for 
this one. Just hold the 
arms out in front of you, 
fully extended and 
fingers pointing up with 


H OO-BOY! Ilow're 
those abs feeling? 
Hey, hold it. Don’t 
panic. We aren’t 
going to carry on with 
the gutbusting. No way. 
Instead, what we’re 
going to discuss over the 
next few weeks is an 
‘anytime, anyplace 
workout.’ 

Anytime? Anyplace? 
Yup. you got it. 1^. this 
is the workout that 
doesn’t need 
equipment-—imagine 
trying to pack your 


barbell set and Bullworker | 
into your overnight 
case! It’s the workout 
that doesn’t need too 
much space—imagine 
trying to find a 
convenient area to do 
your jogging in every 
small town you visit on 
business! And it's the 
workout that doesn’t 
need time—imagine 
finding half an hour for 
your daily sweat when 
you've got three 
meetings, a social c£dl, 
lunch and a flight to 




[ME, 




the palms facing 
forward. Then, in one 
smooth motion, bend the 
wrist down, bringing 
the fingers down and 
forming a fist Go back 
to the starting position, 
and I'epeat 

FOREARMS. You need a 
towel or a thick sheet for 
this Just duck into that 
batiiroom and grab that 


towel off the rack Okay, 
now hold that towel, 
hands a few inches 
apart, out in front of 
you. Then try and wring 
the towel dry. Mey, we 
know the towel's not 
wet. but it s the 
wringing motion that 
we're interested in Just 
keep t wistmg your wrist 
forward and back, till 


your forearms tighten 
up Ease off the 
pressure, and get 
started again . .if you’re 
forearms are game 
enough. 

CHEST. Once again, it 
doesn't matter whether 
your sitting, standing 
or kneeling for this <ine 
(told you this was an 
anytime, anyplace 
workout, didn't we?) 

Just hold those arms out 
in front of your c:hest, 
palms facing each other 


HANDS 


but about six-to-eight 
inches apart. Then bring 
the palms together in a 
clapping motion, take 
them back to the 
starting position, and 
then pass one above the 
other on the next inward 
movement Work out the 
rhythm of this exercise, 
alternating the clap and 
cross sequence 
(alternate the palms that 
pass over texj) till you've 
given your pectorals a 
real workout. 









S o you’re another of 
those guys into 
weights? You 
gnash your teeth 
and lift till the veins 
start popping. Then you 
look at yourself in the 
mirror and admire the 
results, those finely 
sculpted muscles, rock 
hard and bulging. You 
then strut around 
showing off the body 
that you took so much 
pain to achieve. 

But it’s not just on the 
outside that weights has 
done you good. Here are 
some other reasons as to 
why weightlifting is 
good, for the insides of 
the body too. Recent 
studies indicate that 
lifting weights not only 
tones and shapes your 
muscles, it helps you 
lose weight, lower your 
cholesterol and blood 
pressure, protect you 
from injuries of the back 
and 8houlders,improve 
your athletic 
performance, and even 
enhance your sex life. 
Here’s what weight 
lifting can do for you, 
and how it does it. 

Lowers blood pressure, 
slashes cholesterol. 
People hold diverse 
views when it comes to 
the connection between 
lifting weights and high 
blood pressure. Tlie 
traditional school of 
thought does not 
endorse weightlifting to 
patients with history of 
high blood pressure. It 
is true that blood 
pressure does rise when 
you are pumping iron. 
But if the exercises are 
done with moderate 
weights, then there is no 
danger of the blood 
pressure skyrocketing 
to dangerous levels. 
Recent studies prove 
that weight lifting does 
lower blood pressure. It 
lowers the LJDL 


pvMPrr 


cholesterol (the bad 
kind) and boosts the 
HDL cholesterol (the 
good kind). 


Keeps the heart«trong. 

Lifting weights help to 
offset cardiac atrophy 
that is caused by the loss 


of heart muscle due to 
dieting. The heart is like 
any other muscle: no 
pressure put on it by 













way of exercisR, and it'll 
shrink. And just dieting 
can wreak havoc on 
your heart, because as 


building stronger bones 
than any other exercise. 
The bones respond to 
pressure, and strength 
training provides the 
pressure, more so than 
aerobic training. Weight 
lifting makes the bones 
more denser. This is 
because the density of 
spine mineral increases 


that is the body’s ability 
to metabolise sugar 
properly. Strength 
training also tackles 
hyperinsulinemia, a 
condition where there is 
too much of insulin in 
the blood, a potential 
risk factor for heart 
disease. 

Melts away pounds 



your weight drops, the 
workload of the heart 
also drops as there is 
less body mass to pump 
blood to. Boosting the 
heart’s workload 
through aerobic and 
stren^ training 
exercises helps increase 
the heart muscle mass. 

Bullda strenoer bones. 
Weight training in any 
form is more effective in 


with weight training, 
and this spine mineral is 
a key bone building 
constitution. 

improves glucose 
metabolism. Pumping 
iron makes the body 
gobble up excess sugar 
in the bloodstream. 
Weight training 
produces significant 
improvements in the 
body’s glucose tolerence, 


more efticiently than 
aerobic exercise. You 

were always lander the 
impression that aerobic 
exercise was the best 
way to trim those extra 
pounds. We are not 
refuting the fact, but 
aerobic exercise coupled 
with weight training 
will not only help you 
bum more calories, it 
will help you retain 


muscle mass while you 
bum the extra fat. The 
problem is that normally 
when you lose weight 
from exercise you lose 
both fat and muscle. 
Ihimping iron will 
prevent that because it 
helps you lose fat while 
keeping the muscle mass 
intact and getting defined 
all the more. 

A well muscled body 
keeps on burning 
calories hours after a 
workout. The caloric 
afterbum is much more 
in weight training than 
in any other form of 
exercise. The amount of 
calories burnt depends 
on the rest breaks taken 
in between sets. 

Adjusts your attitude. 
Weight training and 
psychological boost? 

Well anyone who has 
flexed in front of the 
mirror after an hour ot 
pumping iron will 
know. As the body 
appearance becomes 
better and as one begins 
to get those admiring 
glances, the person feels 
on top of the world and 
his self image also 
improves. As a result his 
co^dence is also 
boosted and his overall 
personality undergoes a 
major facelift. Just 
endorses the age old 
adage, Tf you want to 
feel good and confident, 
then go and make an 
effort to improve your 
appearance’., 

'The best reason for 
you to take to weight 
training is that the 
results are evident very 
fast usually within 
weeks. You will be 
surprised to learn that 
as little as a few seconds 
of muscle stimulation 
three times a week, can 
lead to substantial 
increases in muscle 
strength and size. 

So folks keep at it and 
pump up your hesdth. • 











Eagle Hade BDdsgr 


IITITH sponsorship for sports 
Iff events in the country has 
taken off in a big way in recent 
years, hockey has not received its 
due despite its status as a major 
sport. Perhaps it is because 
hockey is a dying sport in the 
country and that the players lack 
the glamorous image that goes 
with other major sports like 
tennis and cricket, both of which 
garner much more sponsorship. 

Given this background it was 
heartening to see the organisers 
of the first All India Grade One 
Invitationhockey toiirnament for 
the Eagle Flask trophy put in a 
total prize money of JEls one lakh 
for the elevemday-event held in 
Madras this month. The 
competition, organised by the 
Youngsters Sports Association 
and sponsored by the makers of 
Eagle Flasks also set the ball 
rolling for the hockey season in 
the city. For two more All India 
tournaments, the Basheer Ahmed 
Khan tournament and the MCC 
tournament are to follow in June 
and July. 

The list of entries for the Eagle 
Flask tournament made for 
impressive reading. Out of the 20 
competing teams. 13 were 
outstation sides. Among the 
participants were some of the 
leading teams in the country like 
Punjab and Sind Bank (Delhi), 
Border Security Force 
(Jalandhar), Tatas (Bombay), 
Indian Army XI, Punjab Police 
(Jalandhar), Air India (Bombay) 
and South Eastern Railway 
(Calcutta). 

Unfortimately three prominent 
entries, Railway Coach Factory 
(Kapurthala), MEG (Bangalore) 
and Hyderabad failed to turn up 
for various reasons and this took 
some of the gloss associated with 
the tournament. The result was 
that good hockey was seen only in 
a few matches and the tournament 
itself was watched by small to 
moderate crowds. Hockey does 
not have a high spectator 
following in Madras and one of 
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the reasons is the State’s poor 
performance in the Nationals in 
recent years. 

Indian Bank (Madras),the local 
senior division league runners-up 
benefited most by the last minute 
withdrawal of some of the top 
teams. They received two 
walkovers with the result that 
they were in the semi-final after 
playing just two games. Here 
however they scored a well 
deserved 2-1 win over Tatas to 
make the final. In the other 
semi-final BSF and Indian Army 
XI were so equally matched that 
the match h^ to be decided by 
sudden death. Here BSF prevailed 
7-6. 

The final was so woefully one 
sided with BSF outplaying Indian 
Bank 3-0. Bhupinder (penalty 
corner), Rajinder (penalty stroke) 
and PR Nag (field goal) scored in 
different forms to set the seal on 
BSF's overwhelming superiority. 
The famed Jalandhar side may not 
be as strong as they were at their 
peak in the ’70s, but they are still 
good enough to notch up a 
tournament triumph or two. 

Most of the other outstation 
teams failed to impress. South 
Eastern Railway, a popular outfit 
from Calcutta, were defeated 5-6 
in the tie-breaker by Tatas in the 
prequarter final. Punjab and Sind 
Bank who had a bye to the quarter 
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The BSF team were the winrters 
of the EagieRask hockey 
tournament 

final lost at that stage to Tatas 0-2. 
Air India also with a bye to the 
quarter final were badly beaten in 
the first match by BSF 0-3 And 
Punjab Police went down in their 
first match to Indian Army XI0-2. 

One reason why some of the top 
teams were willing to make the 
long journey to Madras and then 
play in 100 degree heat was the 
attractive prize money. The 
winners were to get Rs. 60,000 
and the runners up Rs. 40,000. 
This was the highest prize money 
for a tournament in South India. 


BankCiiiM 


B anks ai-e increasingly playing 
a major role in the promotion of 
sports either by way of 
conducting tournaments, 
providing employment to 
sportsmen or sponsoring sports 
events. The Banks Sports Board 
encourages employees by 
conducting inter-bank 
tournaments in various games. In 
addition, some banks supplement 
this by conducting competitions 
on their own. 

Recently Bharath Overseas 
Bank organised its third annual 
cricket tournament in Madras for 






financial institutions in the city. 

As many as 16 teams took part in 
the tournament and these were 
made up of eight public sector 
bacJcs, four private sector banks 
and four insurance companies. 

The teams were divided into four 
groups with the winners of each 
group qualifying for the semi 
finals. Matches up to the semi 
finals were played on 30-over 
basis and the final was played on 
45-over basis. 

At the end of the nine-day long 
tournament Indian Overseas 
Bank emerged triumphant 
defeating Bharath Overseas Bank 
by five wickets in the final. But 
lOB survived a hiccup or two 
before winning the Bharath 
Overseas Bank trophy. BOB were 
restricted to 172 for nine in 45 
overs and lOB in reply were 113 
for five at one stage. The match 
seemed poised for a thrilling 
f nish. But an unbroken sixth 
' icket stand of 61 runs between G. 
bnresh (39) and B.Venkatesh (33) 
however saw lOB ultimately rompi 
home with more than eight overs * 
to spare. 

Both the semi finals were tame ■ 
affairs. While lOB beat United 
India Insurance by four wickets, 
BOB scored an eight-wicket 
victory over Canara Bank. 

The following were awarded 
special prizes; Man of the match in 
final J. Gopalakrishnan (BOB > 
Man of the tournament. B 
Ramprakash (J-flOB) Best 
Batsman: P G Sundar (United 
India Insurance); Best Bowler: G 
Sundaravardanam (BOB). 

Partsb Ramchand 


Sub—Junto Nattmal 
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S .S. GANGULY of West Bengal 
and Meenakshi Subburaman 
of Tamil Nadu emerged 
champions in the boys and girls 
under—10 section respectively in 
the fourth national Chess 
Championship held at Y.M.C. A. 

In the sixth and final round, 
S.S. Ganguly defeated Pragyen of 


Fbui^tiffleNto)OiwidMmpi<mPravinTli^p««y«^ ; 

Memorial Chesa toumammt to Hyderabiad recently, (to picture^ to la 
receiving ttoaivard from Mrs. PoonamHanda, wffecriltoSifC. Hitoda, 

CHi0fBH6U 


I Meenakshi Subburaman was the 
I under—10 champion in the 

I Sub-Junior National Chess 

championship 

Orissa. But he was tied with 
Karnataka’s N Pramod at 5‘/i? 
points. The progressive score of 
both the players was the same. 
Finally Ganguly won by a toss of 
the coin. Meanwhile Meenakshi 
claimed the girls title without 
difficulty. 

Because of their good 
i performances in the 

championship, Ganguly and 
Meenakshi were selected to 
represent India in the World 
Chess Championship. 

In the girls under-8 section, top 
seeded Ananya Sarkar of Bihar 
lost her final board to Adita 
Shrihani of Maharashtra. She was 
tied with her teammate Malavika 








Kumari and J.E. Kavitha (Tamil 
Nadu) at 4 points. Ananya Sarkar 
was declared the winner on better 
progressive score. Anup Hemant 
(Maharashtra) won the boys 
under-8 title. 

Somarajan, district police 
conunissioner, distributed the 
awards. 

Saieev Kumar T.K. 


BOMBAY 


Toufli CNq) Tomis 


(Qualifying matches) 

fllHE ISRAELIS came to India 
Jl without their baggage, which 
got misplaced en route, and a lot 
of apprehension about the sort of 
welcome they would receive, but 
with a lot of confidence about their 
ability to do well in the 
Asia-Australasia qualifying one of 
the NEC World Youth (under-16) 
Cup Tennis championship. 

They got their baggage in due 
course, were given a warm 
welcome and, more important 
than anything else, went back 
home with the glittering trophy 
by winning the boys’ team title 
despite the fact that they were not 
seeded which peeved them from 
the beginning. 

The Israelis, led by the only 
player with ATP points in the 
tournament-' lanky left-hander 
Noam Behr—dumped top seeds. 
Australia and Chinese Taipei. 

Later, the Israeli boys got past 
Indonesia 2-1 in the semis before 
clinching the title with a two 
matches to one victory over New 
Zealand to round up a highly 
satisfying week. 

The corresponding girls’ crown 
was won by Japan who 
whitewashed the People’s 
Republic of Korea (South Korea) 
by three matches to love in the 
final after notching an identical 
margin of victory over hosts India 
in the semi-finals. 

Each tie was played over the 
best of two singles and one 
doubles matches and the four 
semi-finalists clinched berths in 
the finals of the championship, 
popularly termed the junior Davis 


Cup, at Barcelona (Spain) in 
September. 

Both the boys’ and girls’ teams 
of the host nation, India, made the 
Barcelona championship by 
winning one tie each after 
securing a first-round bye to 
advance to the semi-finals where 
the boys, represented by Rohit 
Reddy, T S Satyanarayana and 
Anirban Barua, lost to New 
Zealand. 

The girls’ squad, comprising 
the respective national women’s 
grass court and hard court 
champions, Aradhana Reddy and 
K V Nirupama, and Falguni 
Parsana, made it to the last four at 
the expense of Indonesia only to 
lose tamely to Japan in the semis 

The Israelis were a bit lucky in 
taking on a less than cent per cent 
fit Australians, who played Jay 
Salter against Behr in spite of the 
former suffering from an upset 
stomach, and won the crucial 
quarter-final tie 2-1 by clinching 
the deciding doubles. 

Australian national champion 
Allen Belobarjdic won his match 
in three sets against Lior Mor only 
I to see Salter concede his match 
i after dropping the first set. Behr 
■ and Danny Erez won the doubles. 

; but only after a hard-fought 
i three-set struggle against 
i Belobarjdic and Adam 
i Nordsworthy and the result gave 
a big morale-boost to the Israelis. 


The Indian boys started off well 
with Reddy and Satyanarayana 
winning their respective singles 
matches against Hong Kong’s 
Sven Koehler and Bill Young to 
ensure a passage to Barcelona. 

India could have made it to the 
final too had Satyanarayana 
cashed in on the chances he had 
against New Zealand’s Steven 
Downes in the semi-final. He was 
a set up and 4-3,40-0 ahead in the 
second before losing the match in 
three sets, 

Rohit Reddy then came out with 
his guns blazing to outclass 
Kiwis’ top player James 
Greenlagh 6-3, 6-0—winning the 
I last nine games in-a-row—but the 
I Indian doubles combination of 
I Barua and Reddy played 
1 soft-touch tennis to be beaten by 
I Downs and Greenlagh in straight 
I sets. The semi-final lo.ss took its 
{ toll the next day, in the tie to 
' decide the third and fourth places, 
i against Indonesia. Barua replaced 
I an injured Satyanarayana only to 
; lose tamely to Champi Halim. 

I Reddy conceded his match due to 
1 a hamstring pull when trailing 
I 2-3 to Anditya Seopardi and then 
I India conceded the doubles t o lose 
: the tie 0-3 

' Still the experience of playing 
I agains;, players of the same age 

i 

rhe Israeli boys team with the 
I trophy 







group from other countries and 
duly qualifying for the 
inter-zonals at Barcelona later 
should stand the trio of Reddy, 
Satyanarayana and Barua in good 
stead in future. 

The girls, on the other hand, 
were no match for the strong 
Japan in the semi-finals. A 
first-round bye and a 2-1 victory 
over Indonesia—with Nirupama 
and Aradhana winning the 
singles—had raised hopes of a 
good fight against top seeds 
Japan. But they were blown away 
in the wake of aggression and 
footspeed shown by the Japanese 
girls team comprising the 
hard-hitting left-hander Mami 
Donoshiro, Ai Sugiyama and 
Yuka Yoshida. 

The Indian girls too finished 
fourth overall but unlike the boys 
went down fighting against 
China. Nirupama fought back 
from 3-5 down against Liu Yi in 
the first set to win it and the 
match in three sets while 
Aradhana lost in three sets to Li 
Li, Later Aradhana and Falguni 
frittered a 4-1 lead in the opening 
set to lose the deciding doubles 
4-6,4-6. 

Srinm 


PUNE 


Badmintm Clinic I 


IlIHE week-long ‘Prakash-Puma’ 
1 badminton clinic concluded 
recently at the CCI courts The 
clinic conducted by the badminton 
ace Prakash Padukone for boys 
and girls below the age of 18 met 
with instant success with 
Maharashtra’s top 20 boys and 
girls participatea in the clinic. 

The clinic was one of the series 
3f such badminton clinics planned 
by Puma Carona with Prakash 
Padukone. Prakash has been 
working on a scheme somewhat 
on the lines of Vijay Amritraj's 
BAT academy. His plan for an 
eight to 10 courts badminton 
complex has already been 
approved by the State Association 
of Karnataka and the project is 
expected to be completed in about 
18 months time. The Karnataka 



Prakash Padukone giving a few 
coaching tips during the 
Prakash'Puma badminton clinic 
held in Pune recently 

, government and the State 
i association have agreed to make a 
substantial contribution. 

, Prakash intends to make these 
; clinics an annual feature. He 
i plans to hold similar clinics m the 
I northern and eastern sectors after 
i the monsoon. 

j At the end of the clinic seven 
I shuttlers, four boys and tliree 
I girls were selected as future 
prospects. 

i Tushar Pai, Abhay Bhole (both 
Pune) and Sanjiv Band war 
(Nagpur) in the boys under 18 
category, and Larisa Sadrangani, 
Aparna Popat (both from Bombay) 
and Firoza Bath wala (Pune) in the 
girls section will be provided with 
Puma kit and apparel by Puma 
Carona. 

K. A.Vishwaiiathan 


CALCUTTA 


8AI Dipbnna Course 


O NE hundred and twenty 
four-coaches m various 
disciplines rolled out of the Sports 
Authority of India-Netaji Subhas 
sports complex at Salt Lake. The 
new coaches received diplomas 
after graduating successfully 
from the eighth regular diploma 


course of the SAI. 

The prominent names among 
the fresh batch of coaches were 
Mohinder Singh Rathod 
(basketball), Suravi Mitra 
(hockey) and S. Kumari Debi of 
Manipur (women’s football). 

Kumari Debi is incidentally the 
country’s first woman football 
coach. Sudarshan Singh was 
adjudged the best examinee. 

Dr Bhaskar Roy Chowdhury, 
the Vice-Chancellor of the i 

Calcutta University awarded the j 

diplomas, while the director of the ' 

centre, Mr O P Bhatia, was also ‘ 

present. | 

The present system of tutoring 
the coaches for ten months before 
awarding the diplomas is likely to 
be changed from next year . It has 
bc>en felt that the ten-month 
coaching is not enough for the 
I proper understanding of a 
discipline. 

The SAI, within the next few 
years, is going to overhaul the 
coaching syllabi and raise the 
minimum period of tutoring to 30 
months. A scheme is being 
chalked out by the former director 
of the eastern centre. Dr Darshan 
Kumar Tandon. The scheme will 
conform to Western practices. 

The emphasis in the eastern 
region centre will be on hockey as 
the SAI-NS at Salt Lake has the 
only astro-turf in the whole of the 
eastern and north-eastern sector. 

Soumitra Bose 
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FROM TEE TO GREEN 


ICii0 |jeg Action in Tune 




Uoc or PROPER l£C 
ACTION WITNINTHE 
SWING CAN NEARa 
ALWAYS BE mCEO 
BACKTOTNE 
T7VKEAWAY.... 


WHEN TME CLUB IS 
PICKED UP’ON TOO 
STEEP AN ARC THEN 
THE UPPER BODY 
Wia TAKE OVER, 
LEAVING THELHiS 
BEHIND. ... 


J IF YOi 

SLOW. 
MOVE I 


YOU HAVE THIS PROBLEM. REHEARSE A 
)W. WIDE TAKEAWAY SO THAT TOUR LEGS 
^E IN TUNE WITH THE CLUB. 


l\l 


Too Far Too Bad 




Losing control at the top of 

THE BACKSWINGfOVERSVINGiNG) 
IS OFTEN THE RESULT OF A 
POOR TAKEAWAY. 




IF THE CLUB STARTS AWAY OUTSIDE THE PROPER UNE THEN IT IS VERY EASY TO 
SWING BACK TOO FAR. 


CONCENTRATING ON TURNING YOUR SHOULDERS 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH A PROPER INSIDE 
TAKEAWAY MAKES AN OVERSWING DIFFICULT, 
IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE. 






ExirlKflae Presaure 




k SWAY TO THE RIGHT ON THE BACKSWING 
IS OFTEN CAUSED BY A’COLLATE OF 
THE RIGHT KNEE. 




... TO AVOID THIS 
BE CONSCIOUS OF 
EVERTING A LITTLE MORE 
downward PRESSURE 
THROUGH YOUR KNEE 
AND MAINTAIN THAT 
FEEUNG TO THH 
TOP or YOUR 
BACX SWING. 


... If your knee 
doesnT move to the 

RIGHT THEN YOUR 
HEAD CANT EITHER. 




b 






















QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who was the first referee to 
award to penalty kick in a World 
Cup football finaP 

2. Who spotted Pele'? 

3. What IS ‘pin' in a game of chess? 

ANSWERS 

1. Jack Taylor (England) in the 1974 
final 

2. Waldemir de Brito 

3. An attack on a hostile unit which 
is shielding another hostile unit 
from attack. 


CHESS 

Vassily Ivanchuk has long been 
thought of as the most likely 
successor to Gary Kasparov. 
Enormously talented, at his best 
the 22-year-old has the 
imagination and the technique to 
beat anyone. At his worst, he loses 
like a child in high pressure 
situations. 

Recently the World No.3 seems 
to have stiffened up mentally. He 
thrashed Yudasin 4 Va-V? in their 
Candidates Match and he beat 
both the Super Ks at Linares while 
winning the strongest 
tournament ever. Now people are 
saying he is Fischer’s succ'essor. 
Games like this one show the 
comparison is not unjustified. 

White; Ivanchuk Vs Black 
Csom, USSR. ‘91. 

1 d4 NIB 2 c4 e6 3 Nc3 Bb4 413 c5 5 d5 
Bxc3 6 bc3 Nh5. The Hungarian GM 
is a specialist in this peculiar 
variation which relies on the 
tactical cheajios based on Qh4 7 
^ (S 8 e4 f4 9 de6l In ’72 at the 
Olympiad Csom picked up a 
brilliancy when white played 9 
Ne2.19 Years later Ivanchuk 
improves, and of course 9—de6 10 
QxdS Kxd8 11 g4 wins. 

9 —^ 10 005 In the light of 

what follows this is a mistake. 
Black has to try 10 Nf6 11 ed7 
Nbxd7 12 Qe6 Qe7 13 Qxe7 Kxe7 
and black’s lead in development 
may compensate after 14 hg3 for 
the pawn. 


QUIZ CHESS BRIDGE 


10 0xli5 g6 U QeS Qli412 Se2 ghl X a 13 
QlbS Ke7. (See Diagram) 14 Qg7! 
Kxe6. This is a forced win. Black 
will eventually be forced to return 
all the material and then lose with 
his king totally exposed. 

15 BhS KdO. Even 15—Qxh3 is met 
by 16 Qg8 Kf6 17 Bg5 Kxg5 18 
Nxh3. And white wins both 
queens. 

16 0(8 Re717 B(4 Qxf418 Qxf4 d619 Rdl 
Ne6 20 Qzd6 KbO 21 Qg3l hS 22 Bzc8 Rie8 
23 Nli3 h4 24 Q12 (1-0). The second 
queen is trapped. An impressive 
example of in-depth preparation. 
Sorry for leaving the 
Akopjan-Ulibia game unfinished. 
The game ended 27 Bh7! Kxh 7 28 
Qf Af7 (i/s-i/s) as white delivered 
perpetual check. 

Devangshu Dutta 



BRIDGE 

Bridge is a game of logical 
analysis, rarely involving any 
high-level mathematics but 
always requiring the ability to put 
two and two together. Today’s 
hand from a rubber bridge game 
illustrates my point.- 


Dealet North 


G.imeali N-S 40 below 


NORTH (dummy) 

♦ A". 

♦ KJ9 /4 

♦ OJ94 
^ n 3 


WEST EAST 


4 072 

4 

K 10 4 

» 853 

9 

A 10 6 2 

4 A762 

4 

83 

4 K 52 

4 

Q9 74 


SOUTH 

e .19 8 6 3 

w a 

♦ K 10 5 
<IN A J106 


NORTH 

1 ¥ 

2 ♦ 

Pass 


SOUTH 

1 ♦ 

2 NT 


West led a low club, the unhid 
suit, and declarer topped East’s 
queen with the ace. Now came the 
heart queen, ducked, a diamond to 
the queen and the heart king. East 
would have done better to duck 
this, retaining an easily cashable 
tenace over dummy, but he won 
his ace and continued with the 
club nine to the ten and West’s 
king. West switched to a low 
spade and East, on winning his 
king, drove out dummy’s ace. 

Now came a diamond off the table 
to South’s king and West’s ace. 
reaching; 


NORTH (dummy) 

4 

V .1 9 7 

♦ .19 

* - 


WEST 

♦ 0 

• 0 

♦ 76 

4 5 

SOUTH 
4 .19 

4 

♦ 10 
4 J6 


EAST 

4 4 

in r 

♦ - 

4 9 7 


Requiring two more tricks, 

West found the only winning 
line-— he cashed the spade queen, 
dummy ditching a heart, and 
exited in diamonds, leaving 
declarer with an insurmountable 
entry complex. South decided to 
win in hand, playing the nine 
from dummy after some thought 
which East misinterpreted. 
Thinking that South was winning 
the trick in dummy by finessing 
against West’s diamond ten. East 
threw a club to retain the hearts 
and declarer’s six of clubs 
suddenly became a winner. This 
might seem like a misguess but 
that brings me to the point—-If 
only East had stopped to analyse, 
he would have realised that with 
the diamond ten West would have 
simply exited with a safe heart to 
ensure a set. 

Santanu Chose 
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THE SPORTSWORLD 
WIMBLEDON’91 
PREDICTION CONTEST 


All you have to do i$ tick which you think is the correct answer to the 
five questions betow, fill in the coupon and send in your entry 


The questions 


1. Will Becker and Edterg claali to tlie finals aoato mis year? 

□ Yes 

□ No 

2. Wilt Martina Navratilova win a tentli singles title? 

□ Yes 

□ No 

3. Will Ivan Lendl win his first Wimliledon title? 

D Yes 

□ No 

Niniif far wili Steffi Graf get? 

j^ ioMtoftoais 
;;£^fi-:I^Mseiiil,ftoal8 ^ 

" o 

: ii. Wbo Wfli win the men's ttftet 

--'□''Bdberg ■ 


^ Backar 
p L^ 
a SiMone else 


Ail entries must 

1. be sent to Sporlsworld- 
Wtmbledon Contest, 

6 Pratulla Sarkar Street. 
Calcutta 700001. 

2. reach us before June 22nd- 

3 be accompanied by a coupon 
Any entry without a coupon wil^ 
be invalid. 

The Editor's decision is final 


% 



THE SPORTSWORLD-WIMBLEDON PREDICTION 
CONTEST 

6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700001 









11.8 BMonds for tho 
lOOm. 84 ooooiido for 
tho soon, had 88.4 
■oeondo for tho 40Qni. 
8ho*ofutl 

OUbtalh.aoodlooko. 
Faaoy throods. She’o 
wlthitl 

Not aajooo eaa win 
fonr gold modalo. Even 
at the Open Notionalo. 
Aahwlni NeidiaiiV>^ did. 
Proving that sho'o ah* 
ont the beat bet Indian 
athletiea has right 
now. Usha is history^ 
Shiny is trying to re* 
ereate it. But Ashwlnl 
is now! 

How do you assess your per- 
formsnce at the Open 
Natkmais? 

Ctood. I am especially 
happy with my 400 
metres, since it was my 
personal best timing: 
53.4. I was a little dis¬ 
appointed with the 
200m though, rd been 
hoping to time under 24 
seconds but managed 
just a flat 24. But then, 
there was no competi¬ 
tion. And the lOOs was 
okay amsidering I had 


I don't like it when 
people say 'you're the 


filmstar'. I'm 'the 
athlete' first 



interviewed by 
t^g Prsdeep Paul 


already run so many 
events and was very 
tired. 

Still, since I had not 
done much speed train¬ 
ing before this meet—I 
was concentrating 
mainly on the 400B—I 
think it was a good 
Nationals. 

Why have you suddenly 
started running the 400m? 


running this event. I g 
used to run it quite a bit g 
in 1987/88, but then the g 
sprints took up most of i 
Eoy time. Now, both my 
coach Sunil (Abraham) 
and I feel that I could be 
better in the 400, so 
we’re going to give it a 
serious try. Also, now 
that Usha is no longer 
around, we have to start 
thinking about forming 
yet another good 4X400 
relay team. 

In fiact, it really felt good 
running the 400m com¬ 
petitively for the first 
time since the Masters at 
New Delhi in ’88 Au¬ 
gust. Of course, it felt 
even better to win! 

Your start Isnt the hottest 
aspect of your running. 
What are you planning on 
doing about it? 

Yeah, I do have a poor 
start, which is partly the 
reason I will not be con¬ 
centrating so much on 
the iOOs. I will be train¬ 
ing for that didtanoe but 
that will be only for the 

ay 1 on mlav Tmrtmf) Til 
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..9^y9 Ash win! Nachappa, India’s 
sprinter. Movies and glamour 
^re all fine—but it's the track that 
^akes hrst preference 
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be oanoentrating on the 
longer sprints where the 
start doesn’t play the all- 
important role. 

Does this mean a iot of 
char^ in your training, tak¬ 
ing into account the in¬ 
crease in distance? 

See, I’m a power runner. 
And since I used to only 
run the sprints, I used to 
do a lot of weight train¬ 
ing. But now, with the 
4(M, ril have to lay off 
the weights and concen¬ 
trate on my endurance 
instead. I may also have 
to knock off a little body- 
w^ht if Fm going to do 
well in the 400. 

Moving off the track, you've 
acquk^ quite an image as 
a film star, model etc.ls ttut 
something you enjoy? 

I don’t lilm it when peo¬ 
ple say ‘you'ie the film 
star.' Fm no bindaas babe. 
I’m 'the athlete’ first. 
But. in India, it seems 
that films are more im¬ 
portant. Sure, I enjoyed 
making the movie but 
athletics is my life. 1 
want people to see me as 
an athlete. Why. 1 got 



Both my coach and I 
feel that I could be 
better in the 400, so 
we're going to give it a 
serious try 


Aghwini la « creature of contrasts, 
flitting twtween glamour and effort: 

made-up and pretty (above) while 
the end of a tough race can leave her 
wrungHUit and bedraggled (idsova, 
right). Howev^, dwHdt* bii die 
glamour, deep down inside her 
reaidee a vary awloua, dedicated 

addale 
















the offer to make the ftom beio^ firee of the 
movie only becauae of mnun tnuy of hang in g f 
aUUetice. When I beat around waiting for re> 
Uaha. there was 80 much takes. But basically, 

publici^ that thp^ pro* that’s all for the future, 
dooer thought about us- Right now all I want to 
lug me for the movie. do is oonoentrate totally 
And besides, I only on my athletics. 
a|pe^ to do it because it 

was a ^>orts movie. 1 If yni’ie so focmed on year 
wanted to show every- what can we ei^ 

one how much, hard from you over the cemiag 
wor k goes into beoom- leaMn? 
iiig a (dumpion athlete. 

1 really want , to run the 
fiHean an effer, wouM you 400 undw 53 oeconde. 
dbanattiortiioeia? And Fd like to better my 

Wo. Not right away. beot-ever timing— 
ifajde after I give up 23.5~ofver 200 metree, 
oowipetitlve athlettoe. ru More thim that, 1 hope 1 
db cum more...just tor don’t dieappalnt mysetf. 
tte dimotar (of her first my coach, my parente. 
movie).' rtdher do ' There’s a who^ lot dt 
osumiimvdaMi. It's Um people espeothh me to 
than ocuMHiintt^t dptai htke over Cram oeha. 


The pressure is 
tremendous. Now that 
Usha has retired, 
everyone thinks I will 
be winning as many 
medals as she used to 


Is the oountiy’s expecta- have got to aooept that 1 
tioiu of you canying on am not trying to emulate 
from whm Usha left off Uaha. Fm juet trying to 
putting too nuich piessure be the beat athlete I ceh. 
on you? 

Of oourae. the pressure Does being the best you can 
istremeDdouB. Nowthat mean glory at the Asian 
Udia has retired, every- lewd at least? 
one thinks I will be win- i think I can do real widl 
ning as many medals as in the 200m at the Asian 
she used to. In fact. Fve level. As for the 400m. if 
already been asked if I I do a suh-SS timing. I 

was going to run the may be anumg the front 

400m hurdles! People ninners.* 














Itcameasa 

great 

surprise to 
the 

badminton 

fraternity 

when 

Denmark’s 

famous 

player 

Morten 

Frost 

Hansen 

deeided to 

quit the 

game for 

good 


AMIGOS 

F INALXiY it was the end of 
the road for Denmark’s 
Morten Frost Hansen, 
the “Mr Fighter” of 
badminton. One of the 
sports greatest names. 


F INALXiY it was the end of 
the road for Denmark’s 
Morten Frost Hansen, 
the “Mr Fighter” of 
badminton. One of the 
sports greatest names. 
Frost stunned his peers when, 
after losing to Soviet Andrei 
Antropov in the opening round of 
the World Championships at 
Copenhagen, he announced his 
retirement. Of course the defeat, 
however, came earlier than one 
expected and what was more 
surprising is that whenever 
anyone raised the question of his 
quitting the game he usually 
retorted: “Sorry, not this time". 

fVost must have surely felt 
despondent and frustrated at 
having to lose to the Soviet. His 
ambition was to win the world 
title, but his quest ended 
ingloriously. Yes, he was the 
last of thedldhrigwle. 

The 33-year-old Dane 
participated in all the world 
diampionshipe since its inception 
in 1977, and his best performance 
was in the 1983 cham^uonship in 
his h(»ne town where he lost in the 
quarter-final him the world 
chamidonship was jinxed. 

Bom on April 4,1958 at 
Nykotring, a town 65 kms from 
O^nhagm, to a shoe merchant, 
Morten Ifiost gradiiated in history 

FitMrtvwwM IndonMian teuk 
Sugiarto in the 1M7 AU€rigtand 
man’s ainglas final which the 
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The two greet Dane winrMrt at th« 
AlkEngmid: Kristen Larsen and 
Frost 

and athletics. He was an ace high 
jumper in school, a master of the 
Fosbury Flop. He can even clear 
his own hmght of 6'1" with 
consummate ease. 

It was at the age of eight when 
Frost first grabbed a badminton 
racket and exhibited a natural 
instinct for the game. He had a try 
at soccer too, but an ankle iiyury 
foroed him to bid farewell to that 
sport. But perhaps that was what 
he was destined for. 

His next option was badminton. 
His elegance, true g^t and tmique 
court craft led him to the path to 
glory and fame. The badminton 




“During Hartono’s 
days, the game hadn't 
developea that much. 
But today, we play in 
more Grand ?nx 
tournaments than 
before and badminton 
has seen a tot of 
changes” 


world just loved him . Europe 
loved him, for he was the lone 
crusader of the continent to check 
the Oriental onslatight. 

Frost's game is built around a 
S(did defence and quick-silver 
footwork. He’s a player who had 
shown his famous fight-back 
qualities, but with age catching 
up on hinh—and recently—he 
found it difficult to keep pace with 
the more agile youngsters. And 
yet, Dmmark couldn't do without 
him in the Thomas Cup finals last 
year and he notched up some 
sensational victories. He is one of 
the fittest pliers in the game and 
the secret behind this is his 
sincerity and rigorous practice. 

The EVost Tcnmula for sucoess’ 
lies in playing a heavy schedule of 
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tournaments unlike most of his 
fellow top stars. His consistency 
can be assessed firom the fact that 
he bad reached eight ooxisecutive 
All-England finals and 11 
semi-finals besidra winning 
several Grand Prix and other 
tournaments. If you look at his 
statistios since 1983, he annexed 
more than 20 Grand Prix 
tournaments which is three times 
more than China’s Yang Yang or 
any cdher player. 

He said in a recent interview: 
“B^ng the World No. 1 five 
timjes has given me the greater 


vatisbotian fiian any other 
thing". But one should also 
remember that there is a big 
difiarende playing now than in the 
earlier era of Rudy Hartono. nine 
tkess All-England champion. 

Frost himself said onoe; ‘Ttudy did 
not have to &oe the challenge of 
pliQdng file formidable Chinese at 
present. During Hartono’s days, 
the game hadn't developed that 
much. But today, we plior in moze 
GP tournaments than before and 
badminton has seen a lot of 
changes”. 

As far as his badminton is 
conoemed, even when he was 
humbled by juniors, the 
right-haxided Frost took the defeat 
in good spirit. When Rashid Sidek 
(then unseeded) disposed off Frost 
15-6,15-6 in the quarter-finals to 
end his record-breaking run of 
deven successive Wembley 
semi-finals and eight consecutive 
finals, he took.the def^ in a 
jdulosoidiical spirit and 
gracefully offered no excuses. 

On his recent defeat against 
Andrei Antropov, he said: "I did 
my best.” So determined was he 
sometimes, that people used to say 
that when he smiles on court, 
it is as deadly as his poker face 
especially when he’s trailing his 
opponents. 

Morten Frost had spent more 
than seven years in England 
training with England’s No. 1 
Darren Hall and others. He will 
continue to live in England, but 
one day he hopes to go baCk to 
Demnark. When In^Uan ace 
Prakaah Padukone shifted 
temporarily to Copenhagen in 
purmiit of greener pastures. Frost 
was his partner for his practice 
sessions. Both are indeUed to 
each other as that helped them to 
add to their rich repertoire a new 
dimension. 

Always firiendly. courteous and 
amiable, Morten Frost married his 
long-tiiTO girlfriend UUa-Bzitt 
andthe oc^ple havea IVn^aar-dld 
son, Kristian. 

He is called "Mr Badmintcm” Ibr 
his gentle behaviour <m and off 
the court. The badminton fbns tvM 
misahim InactiGnbuthewUlbe .. 
remembered for all time asheisa. 
laiiend. And legends never die. 
MP.SURBSN 
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CHRIS WADDLE 
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HAT happens to 
English socoer stars 
when they leave the 
shores of Britain to 
play for overseas 
dubs? 

Nine sports fans out of 10 would 
know the answer: These 
superstars fail. Many an English 
reputation has cxnne to grief on 
foreign sou. But with one 


exc^ion. And that exception is 
Chris Waddle who is trying to 
undo the evil by playing with a 
zest hitherto unseen in an English 
soccer star playing in Europe. 

Waddle’s cut-^nd—thrust style 
has guided Olsrmidque Marseille, 
the super club from the South of 
France, to the European 
Champions Cup finals. One of the 
most fancied pilfers in France 


One of the most fancied 
players in France today, 
Englishman Chris Waddle 
has taken the 
down—and—out 
Olympique Marseille into 
the dizzy cloudland of 
glory and triumph. But 
despite his success on the 
field the English team 
does not consider him 
good enough because of 
his Continental—Latin 
mix of soccer. 















txxlay, his popularity transcends 
the regional boundaries of the 
Gallic countryside. Almost all the 
bars in Marseilles carry a Waddle 
portrait, and a local wine 
manufacturer has named his most 
famous brand Cuvee Chris 
Waddle. 

Le Equippe, the prestigious 
French national sports paper has 
used his picture on the front 
pages Uiitimes in the last one 
month calling Waddle, Merlin the 
Magician making him a superstar 
' in his adopted homeland. 

In the last one year, Chris has 


cut a niche for himself in French 
football with his Latin style of 
artistic soccer blooming on the hot 
shores of the Mediterranean. 
Waddle in tandem with 
Jean - Pierre Papin. Marseille's 
leading scorer and the French 
national team captain has created 
havoc on the European playing 
fields this season. The two are 
singularly responsible for raising 
Olympique Marseille to the super 
club status this season. Says 
Papin, "Waddle and me have a sort 
of platonic understanding. He 
guides the ball to the attack area 


and lets me do the scoring. In fact, 
all my goals are Chris's doing. I 
just provide the final touches. ” 
Waddle is a rare footballer who 
is praised by the entire team. Says 
Carlos Mozer, Marseille’s 
Brazilian defender, "Chris has 
progressed tactically and 
technically. I think he is a great 
asset to the teani because he is the 
most talented of all English 
players.” But Waddle’s biggest 
compliment came by way of 
French national coach. Michel 
Platini who grushed; "If Waddle 
was a Frenchman, he would be an 










automatic selection for the French 
team. He is a great player who can 
give his team a winning edge.” 

With such praise being 
showered upon him, it is not 
surprising that Waddle is on a 
winning streak. He showed his 
class at the European Champions 
Cup semi-finals against Spartak 
Moscow, with two free kicks 
which were turned into goals by 
Abedi Pels and Basil Boli. The win 
helped secure a place for 
Olympique Marseille in the finals 
against Bbd Star Belgrade in Bari, 
Italy on May 29. It is for such goal 


setting moves that Waddle has 
been christened Monsieur Plus by 
the French Paparazzi. 

Chris has come a long way from 
being a sausage seasoning factory 
worker earning £15 a week. 
Recalls Waddle, “At that time I 
had only football to fall back upon. 
I had no qualifications except a 
pair of worn-out soccer shoes.” It 
was this all—or—nothing attitude 
which saw him spend more and 
more time on the soccer field. 
"Even at that age I was impressed 
by the Continental—Latin mix of 
soccer played in Italy and Spain.” 


Says a bitter Waddle, “People 
abroad say I’m world-class, but 
in England they still think T don’t 
defend well enough. It is the same 
with John Barnes, I’ve suffered 
like he has.” 

Chris Waddle was recently 
snubbed by the new English 
coach, Graham Taylor in favour of 
David Batty, at best a workhorse, 
for the European Championship 
qualifier against Turkey. Taylor’s 
decision evoked a shocked 
response from the British Press. 
Said a crestfallen Waddle, “I’m 
just a victim of tactics. Most of the 
teams in the world have styles 
compatible with mine. But in 
England they are too stiff and 
confined—one of the reasons I 
cannot really score or play well for 
my home team.” 

Although he knows his days as 
an English international may be 
over, Waddfe is sitting back and 
enjoying the well—deserved glory 
in France. Currently residing in 
an aristocratic rented Villa in the 
old town of Aix—en—Provence, 
Waddle at last has come to terms 
with himself. He knows that his 
myriad skills combined with those 
of Abedi Pele and Papin make up 
the best possible frontline any 
team could ever hope for. 

In fact, it was Glen Hoddle's 
shift to FVance from Tottenham 
that spurred Waddle to shift his 
focus to Europe. That was the time 
when Bernard Tapie stepped in 
with a $ 7 million cheque and 
whisked away to Mai-seilles. Many 
thought it was money down the 
drain because that kind of cash 
then could have got him a Gullit 
or a Maradona. Clearly, the 
wisdom behind the $ 

564—a—minute, four-year 
contract was debatable. But once 
he got going all the critics were 
silenced and his contract has now 
been enhanced to $ 2 million a 
year. He has surely come a long 
way from a second division club 
player who fetched leas than $ 700 
on the soccer transfer market. 

And as far as statistics go, he is 
the first English player who has 
tasted success since John ‘King’ 
Charles. 

Edwin Burgess 
NEWSMEN FEATURES 







E YE-SPY! Who 
would have 
thought that a 
casual idea would 
snowball into a deluge of 
letters ^t had us wad¬ 
ing through envelopes. 
Every day, hundreds 
and hundreds of letters 
would arrive by the poet, 
till there was a veritahle 
mountain. CAnyone in¬ 
terested in mountain 
climbing’ said a col¬ 
league, this is the best 
place to start.’) At no 
time in the 12-year his¬ 
tory of the magazine has 
there been such a huge 
response. Over 3000 let¬ 
ters coming in from 
Kimhinir to Vishakapat- 
nam and from Mizoram 
to Kerala. Why, D. 
Satheesh Kumar sent in 
an entry all the way 
from the United Arab 
Emirates. 

The responses ranged 
from the very young (7- 
year-old Rakesh Prenijit 
Sen of Calcutta) to the 
very old, (80-year-old 
Saurav Kumar Borah 
fhun Oolaghat). Profes- 
sionals, students, 
teachers, housewives, 
children, sportsmen, 
■sportswomen (Neeth De- 
vaiah, sister of Reeth 
Abraham, sent an all- 
correct entry from My¬ 
sore) and retired people. 
Such a wide range of 
people. 

But the surprising 
aspect of the quiz was 
that there was such a 
high percentage of re¬ 
plies from girls and 
women. Has sport be¬ 
come a topic of interest 
for the fairer sex? It 
wotild seem so. In our 
young days, when we 
used to go out for dates 
with girls and talk en- 
thti^a^oally about Kip 
Keino and Miruts Yilter. 
thqr would ask, with a 
bored expression on 
their faces: ‘Are they 
African rook musi¬ 
cians?* %it now, thanks 



to ttievision and maga- 
zines, all this has 
changed. In fact, a signi¬ 
ficant number of all-, 
correct entries were 
frnm girls: Love Misra 
from Varanasi; Julie 
Ooswami from Dibru- 
garh; Meena Natan^cn 
from Vijayawada; 
Suzanne LawrsfDce firom 
Bombay and Madhura 
Krishnaswamy from 
Calcutta. And' house¬ 
wives were not to be left 
behind dther. Mrs Mer- 
lyn Wong, 36, from Cal¬ 
cutta sent in an all- 
correct entry and so also 
did Mrs Apjali Paturkar. 
33, from Nagpur. 

In fact, a large num¬ 
ber of the over 3000 en¬ 
tries received very high 
marks. Nine, ten and 
twelve out of twelve was 
the average. Which was 
remarkable. The quiz, in 
retrospect however, was 
easy. Nobody missed 
Boris Becker or Monica 
Seles. But quite a few 
people missed Answer 
No. 2: Alain Prost. They 


said that it was the eyes 
of Amitabh Bachchan or 
Shashi Kapoor or Tom 
Cruise. When I men¬ 
tioned to a reader that it 
was a sports mag and 
not a film mag. she shut 
me up by saying, "Then 
what was Pooja Bedi 
doing on the cover?" 

We received more than 
750 all-correct entries. 
And on the very fiz^ day 
after the quiz was pub¬ 
lished, there were sever¬ 
al all-correct entries. So 
we thought it fair to 
have a lottery and who 
best to do it than ace 
athlete Ashwini Nachap- 
pa who was in Calcutta 
for the Nationals. On a 
sunny Monday morn¬ 
ing, Just after the con¬ 
clusion of the Nationals. 
Ashwini Nachappa, clad 
ina fiowmy white Mouse 
and brown slacks and a 
glowing look on her 
face, (after all, it is not 
every day that you win 
four gold medals at the 
Nationals) put her hand 
into a black bag contain- 


Athwini ftachapiMi drawing the winning entry for 
ttoEyeSpyOulz 



i^g all tihe entztee. 
out popped the wihnizet 
11 -year-old Pausliika 
Qhosh from Assam. She 
has a thousand rupees to 
spend and that was an 
extracmdinary streak of 
good luck, Pazishikal 

But luck did not hit 
the guy who had vcdun- 
teered to do all the oor- 
rections. He assumed 
that it would be an easy, 
job but by the end of the 
second week after 
the quiz was published 
and ^e flood was on, he 
looked like a guy on the 
edge of a nervous break¬ 
down. Correct, correct, 
correct, that’s all he did 
from mom to night. And 
he kept receiving 
awards. (‘Okay. I have 
good news for you. You 
have been promoted 
from ordinary clerk to 
Chief Clerk. Okay, I 
have further good news 
for you. You are getting 
a bonus of Rs 10/-. So 
why don’t you order 
some samosas?’) And he 
kept receiving dubious 
accolades. ("You know* 
said another colleague, 
with a serious look on 
his face, 1 have a dis¬ 
tinct feeling that you 
were a clerk in your pre¬ 
vious life. And the way 
things are going, you 
are going to be a clerk in 
your next hfe as well.*) 

Ha! Ha! But nothi^ 
deterred him. He was all 
concentration on the Job. 
Tick, tick, tick, put the 
marks, put it aside, take 
the next reply and on 
and on. 

Lasdy, one ends on a 
personal note. When 
asked to identify Alain 
Prost, reader BriJ 
Mohan Jusral from New 
DMhi wrote with.aii^ 
ing confidence: Shevlin 
Sebastian Coe. 

Thanks Mr. Juyal for 
a spot at fame and we 
hqse to hear from ah of 
you at our nmct ({uiz. 









Moslergoin is a unique scheme with opportunities for high returns from investments in equities — with Capitol Goins 
distributed over o period of time so wnot you goin, you con retain. It has excellent tax saving and tax planning features. 

HIGHUGHTS 

1. Mostergoin funds will be invested in high-growth oriented equities by a seasoned team of financial experts. 

2. At the end of the 3rd year, through o prudent plan, your Capitol will be redeemed along with Capitol Goins 20% per 
annum over the next five years. 

3. Under Section 48(2] of the income Tax Act, Capitol Gains amounting to Rs. 10,000/- are totally exempt from tax. Additional 
Gains ore eligible for 60% exemption. 

4. The fund will cease after 7 years when all Capitol and Capitol Goins will be distributed. 

5. You get the option to encash full investment anytime after 3 years, at NAV based re-purchase price. 

6 . Units are transferable. 





UNIT TRUST OF INDIA 

Trust of 95 lakh Uiiit*iiolders. 


All Securities Investments corry market risk. Do consult your investment adviser or agent before investing. 


Application Forme occnptnd at: 

• All UTI Offices. • All Braijches of Corporation Bonk. • Northern and Western regions: Selected branches of Bonk of 


^rpdo and Union Bonk of Indip. • Southern orwl Eastern regions: Selected branches m SBI and its associate banks, e Spot 
Collechon Vans on specified days and timings. 

e For further details and cbrificotions please a>ntact UTI offices. Chief Representatives or Agents. 












WHY YOU 


SHOULD GIVE 
AIMY OTHER 
SPORTS SHOE 
THE BOOT. 

Grerman technolopty. German 
cleHi^n. The Giei'man obnession 
for detail. Tlicy’re all In Puma 
shoes. Which Is quite natural. 
Be<;ause every Puma shoe 
shows the result of • 600 
million wortli of cold, hard 
cash Puma, Germany have 
invested in research over the 
years. And that Includes the 
ranf^e of 16 shoes that Puma 
Carona have Introduced In 
India. Sports shoos worn 
by International champions. 
LiOthar Matteaus. Linford 
Christie. Prakash Padukone. 
Sanjay Manjrekar. Mohammed 
Azharuddin. Vijay AmritraJ. 
to name Just a few. So make 
your next pair a Puma. And 
kick your heels in dellf^ht. 



CAFJONA. 


T1-IE HICaH-PERFORIVIAlMCE 

SPaRTS SHOE. 

• RaoBtered Trade Maik of Puma AQ. Wm) Germany 
‘ Ragatarad Ttade Mark of Carona Ud.. India. 

Manufactured In technical coffaborallon with Puma AG RudoH 
Dawief Sport. West Gemiany._ 



IX>mlnator. Hl-tech runnlnpc shoes. 



Tnvader-Hl. Advane«?d basketball shoes. 



Control. Deslgnfxl for hard courts. 



Super Cup. Professional tennis shoes. 
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L ast yoar (white training in 
London) I tttink that I navar 
raally triad to changa. Mantally I 
atlll wanted to play with my 
wooden ntekat After Monte 
Carlo I raaliaad that I had to 
changa. It would have baan 
better if I had dona ao, a yaar 
ago, Inateadof )uat now. I hava 
to find my game, the one I 
pl^. 

BJORN BORG, after his Monte 
Carlo debacle intends to try out 
graphite rackets. 


Y es, my form Is back. It's 
bean a long time since I fait 
such an emotion. I have broken 
through a barrier that was in 
front A me. I never thought of 
throwing In the towel, but I did 
think I had the devil inside me. 
But I was wrong. 

SEVE BALLESTEROS (34) who 
missed winning the Spanish Open 
by the narrowest of margins, is 
back after a 14 month layoff. 


D riving is not only driving. It 
Is understanding what it 
takes to be successful. You 
have to have the commitment, 
the motivation and the ability to 
motivate the people around you. 
They may not ah^a be happy 
because I'm pushing and 
pushing, but that is the way I 
believe you need to be to 


ARYTON SENNA, on what makes 
a winner. 


LJ E was pretty mieerabte 
rlwhsn hecame in. You could 
say that he wasn’t exactly doing 

A HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATOR, 
when Paul Gascoigne was rushed 
to hospital, after he tore the 
tendons of his right loiee in the final 
of the FA Cup. Now Gascoigne has 
to stay off the field for at least a 
year. 
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fields that both -- 
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Agassi: Time 
to grow up 


If Andre Agassi has 
to clean up his act so 
does men’s tennis 
which is losing its 
consistency and 
glamour 


BYROHfT BRIJNATH 


F you haphazardly splash ten 
bottles of paint, each of various 
hues, on a canvas, what do you 
get? Andre Agassi. Which is why 
Nike, designers of his apparel, 
have a smooth advertising line for 
the Agassi range; ‘Hit the ball as loud as 
j'ou can’. 

And Andre is loud. Last year his 
clothes screamed for so much attention 
that Phillipe Chatrier wondered why he 
had ever let in coloured clothes in 1970. 
Agassi, the diplomat responded by 
calling Chatrier a ‘bozo’. 

This year Andre decided he was all 
gfrown up, so his company actually 
showed his tennis wear to Chatrier for 
approval. What could Chatrier say to 
something purple, black, white and grey 
but “yes*. 

And Andre is still loud, Now he talks 
about art though you’ll barely believe 
he can spell Picasso. 

What he doesn’t talk 
about... 

.. .Is believing he’s a 
phenomenon 
without ever having 
won a damn thing 
that counts 
...Is being the 
‘^bel’ in the Canon 
camera ad though 
what he’s rebelling 


Some say 
tennis needs 
Agassi. A 
difterent style, 
a personality 
in neon. 
Pertiaps. On 
the other hand 
if Agassi has 
to clean up his 
act, so does 
the game 











Sampras: 
Come easy, 
go easy 



against no-one yet knows. Does Andre? 
... .Is his dismissal of and disinterest in 
to\irnament8. He comes to Europe, loses 
in the first rounds of Rome, Monte Carlo 
and Brussels but manages a second 
round in Barcelona. This is the world’s 



greatest talent? 

Ok, so Andre is loud. So what? Connors 
was loud. McEnroe was louder. But they 
used to win. dudes, most of the time 
anyway. 

Wait a minute. This is not an 
anti-Andre tirade. No-one in the world 
has better hands than him or hits 


forehands harder or snakes you wear out 
a pair of running shoes in one match 
itself. He’s for real, for sure. Only thing 
is, his image s\irpas8es his game. 

Some say tennis needs Agassi. A 
different style, a personality in neon. 

Perhaps. On the 
other hand if Agassi 
has to clean up his 
act, so does the 
game. And that 
means the circuit 
and the players. 


The Italian 
Open 

organisers 
had a 
nightmare 
week—Becker 
and Lendi 
dropped out 
through iniury, 
Agassi lasted 
a round, so did 
Sampras who 
was there only 
because his 
sponsors 
demanded and 
Gilbert 
enioyed the 
hospitality for 
tree 


Each sport 
thrives on 
leadership. Where 
the senior pros seta 
standard. 

whether it be for decorum or discipline. 
Like Jack Nicklaus in golf. Tennis 
however is moving the other way, whicl^ 
is unfortunate because you can scarcely 
expect lesser players to toe the system’s 
line when their more powerful peers are 
bucking it. 

Like in 1990: Lendl, Edberg and 








Agaasi, all in the top 5, refused to play 
the number of tournaments officially 
required, each faliing short by two. Were 
they injured? Having babies? Lost in a 
storm? No, they were simply pla 3 nng 
exhibitions, where the money they 
earned probably 
made their 
fines—Lendl 
($95,443), Edberg 
($115,496), Agassi 
($85,042)--looklike 
petty G^h usvially 


The new 
formula is, 
keep in mind 
that only the 
best-14 
count, so 
enter as many 
tournaments 
as possible, 
take some 
money for 
free, play if 
you're in the 
mood, and if 
you don't 
know how to 
play the 
computer, you 
lose 


used for a night in 
the casino. 

Players may 
moan that 11 
tournaments 
in this competitive, highly 
physical era is too much. Does that mean 
that Laver’s gang who played 25-30 
tournaments in their good years were 
either supermen or played girlish 
tennis? No way. Jose'. 

Another issue was the legality of 
upfront guarantee money. And when 


that was aligned with the ATP’s best-14 
rule (only a player’s best 14 tournaments 
will be coiinted) all hell broke loose. So 
you could have situations like this.... 

... .Brad Gilbert losing in the first round 
at San Francisco, yet still earning four 


times more than eventual winner Todd 
Witsken. because of his guarantee money 
... .Stefan Edberg, ending the year as No 
1 because the best-14 rule allowed him to 
discount his first round losses at both the 
French and US Open. 

This is uncool, by any standards. 

With players not committed, and 


Lendl 
should, 
lead by 
example 













taking advantage of the rules, 
tournament organisers are living in a 
nightmare world—like at the Italian 
Open, where Becker and Lendl dropped 
out through injury, Agassi lasted a 
round, so did Sampras who was there 
only because his sponsors demanded it, 
and Gilbert enjoyed the hospitality for 
free, lost and toodled off somewhere else 
for money and points. That the Open 
bombed was no one’s concern 

With 75+ ATP tournaments to choose 
from to ensure the best-14 advantage, it 
is not surprising that the Grand Slam 
tournaments have suffered. Jay Berger 
never got past the fourth round at a Big 
One. didn’t win a single tournament 
anywhere, yet by playing enough ended 
the year at No. 18 with $349,.354 in prize 
money (add to that guarantee money, 
endorsements and exhibitions and 
Berger must be doing okay) 

Berger is not alone Jacob Hlasek 
ended tlie year at No. 17, Guillermo Perez 
Roldan at No. J 4 and Enulio Sahehez at 
No. 8. Yet none went further than the 
fourth round at a Grand Slam 
tournament Perfect 

There is, in fact, almost a disdain for 
personal performance. Pride, of course, 
is a concept buried somewhere alongside 
Noah’s Ark. For example, m the 32 ATP 
Tour events this year..,. 

.. only 7 were won by the top seeds 
. . .on 9 occasions the top seed lost in 
the first match 

.. on 13 occasions the second seed lost in 
the first match 

If that doesn’t show that consistency 
no longer exists, then nothing will. 
Experts may bray that this is a reflection 
of the rising standard at the lower levels, 
but that is hardly the case. The truth is 
the circuit is reeking of a ted smell, one 
that will not go away so easily. 


















The new formxila 
is, keep in mind 
only the best-14 
count, so enter as 
many tournaments 
as possible, take 
some money for 
tree, play if you’re 
in the mood and if 
you don’t know how 
to play the 
computer, you lose. 



This, is the new era, dudes. 

Yet... perhaps things would change if 
the dude of dudes, Andre the Art 
Collector won the French Open. If the 
neon kid can shrug off his image for two 
weeks and play as hot as he can, that 
surely could herald a new beginning for 
a sport that is so painfully flawed. • 











ERSONALITY 

■ 


teti 

* 

9r- 

■ 


THE PROS AND CONS 
OF DEING 

Patrick 

McEnroe 



i*. ' 



F oiir or Ave years ago 
Patrick McEnroe was 
persuaded to give a 
‘one-on-one’ interview at 
Wimbledon to a British 
journalist, who turned 
out to be rather the 
worse for dnnk The journalist 
quizzed Patrick aggressively 
about his reaction to the 
behaviour, or more accurately 
misbehaviour, of his brother 
John 

The interview came up live on 
TV from the media interview room 
to the press working area, where 
we aU watched m deep 
embarrassment But Patrick 
handled it well After all, he has 
spent most of his hfe m tenms 
talking about the more famous 
and talented member of the clan 

T am used to it,” he told me 
when ive talked in London 
recently “When I was only ten or 
eleven I had abunch of reporters 
come up to me when John Arst 
made it through to Wimbledon 
“Being John's brother has its 
ups and downs The downs are 
when you are having a difficult 
tune with your ovra game and all 
of asudden ten guys want to 
interview 3 ^ You don't see too 
many others being interviewed 
when they have lost, but they 
want to t^ to me when I'm not 
doing well because of what my 
name IS AU that extra attenhon is 
notdeserved Ishouldn'tbe 
getting that attention 
“On the other hand I sometixneB 


get invited to smaller 
tounmioents because of my 
namei..” i 

But that Patrick, now 24, is 
developing into a singles player of 
high merit. He has, of course, 
long been an excellent doubles 
performer and won the 1989 
Masters title with Jim Grabb the 
last time that tournament was 
staged in London’s Royal Albert 
HaU. 

However, real progress in the 
singles world had always eluded 
him. So be set out to do something 
about it. 

“I trained very hard, worked a 
lot on my speed and qxiicknees 
about the court and that’s made 
the difference. My problem has 
never been hitting or technique, it 
has been getting to the ball and 
being in the best condition. 

“I knew I wasn’t giving it one 
hundred per cent in singles. I 
didn’t want to look back in ten 
years and say I was half-hearted 
about it. ” Now he can boast of a 



S 


Grand Slam semi final; at the 
Australian early this year. 

Close your eyes when you are in 
Patrick’s presence and it might be 
brother John talking—even down 
to the wisecracks. He rattles along 
at the same machine-gun rate 
but. unlike John, he tends to 
finish his sentences and complete 
his thoughts. 

He is also scrupulously polite. 

He asks if you wovild mind 
waiting a moment while he 
changes out of his wet shirt and, 
when the talking is done, thanks 
you for interviewing him. On the 
whole, he says after reflection, his 
doubles has suffered in the past 
months while he has been lifting 
his singles ranking. He cannot, he 
says, possibly emulate John in 
being a consistent performer in 
both singles and doubles, week 
after week, year after year. 

"What John did was jtist beyond 
imagination really. I am nowhere 
near that level, winning singles 
and doubles week in, week out. It’s 
amazing he was able to do that, all 
those long hours and late nights 
{laying dcnibles tdter his singles 
xoatohes. 

1 wish I could emulate John but 
if I tried to (to what he has 
accomplished it would he pretty 


futile. It is silly for anybody to 
think I am trying to step out of his 
shadow or reach the heights that 
he reached. I read in one paper 
only today that I will never be as 
gcod a player as may brother. 

“But who will? I am just trying 
to do the best 1 can. I am a good 
player, but not a great player like 
John or Boris Becker. My aim is to 
make my mark, give it one 
hundred per cent, look back in ten 
years and say I had a great time 
and did as well as I could. ’’ 

Patrick, who has done well 
enough out of the sport to have his 
own apartment on the East Side Of 
Manhattan, relishes the four 
years he spent at California's 


“Being John’s brother has its 
ups and downs...they want to 
talk to me when I’m not 
doing well because of what 
my name is. On the other 
hand, I sometimes get 
invited to tournaments 
because of my name ” 


Stanford University. 

“There, I vma recognised for 
myself playing for Stanford which 
has a great tennis tradition. It was 
a breath of ftwh air. For the first 
time I had my own identity.” 

While Patrick is entitled to be 
resentful of the extra pressures 
heaped on him by the mere fact of 
being the brother of a tenhis 
genius, he is actually grateful. 

“John has been a great 
supporter and helped me so much 
in my attitude. He has had 
confidence in me and that has 
been a great help.” 

The brothers keep in touch 
regularly despite being separated 
by great distances because of their 
profession. In the Paris indoor 
event last November, Patrick was 
locked in a gruelling tie break 
with Emilio Sanchez when John 
rang from the United States to see 
how he was doing. He hung 
on—talking to an off-duty 
umpire of all people—while 
Patrick battled before losing the 
tie break 14—12. 

Tkathasto ({ualiiy as brotherly 
love of tbs highest order. But it 
doesn't surpnee Patrick beoauee, 
as he points out, “All of ue in the 
.family are nam^ after astote.” 
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Cloelniirtif ^from tf^): 
Mom IlijrilHittf Rwiv 
Gtendifi ttohni 

CtntMiary ilun«t OtIM 
where young mdcM 
pwOcipeted 
enthueieeHoefly. 
Grandmwter Vleweneth 
Anend receiving e trophy 
from thereto premier. 
And befora the etert of 
the‘Super Soccer' 
between the India XI 
and PSV Eindhoven at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium In 1991. Mr 
Gandhi is photographed 
with Mr Ruei Modi, the 
football federation chief 
P.R. Das Munshi and V.C. 
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Rajiv Gandhi with his son Rahui (extreme left) and 
Sanjay's son Varun at the opening ceremony of the 
1982 Asian Games at Delhi (top left). Asiad 400m 
hurdles gold medallist MD Valsamma receiving a 
trophy from him and (below) during the opening 
ceremony of the Delhi Asian Track and Field 
Championships 
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i^toaoatiib^ 
,^l«Wa. Xirtvidly . • 

. .n^m6n:^r Um 
,'ln 1982. Iwasstayinif at 
the Axnbedkar Stadium 
. a2ong¥irith other 
l^wrestlers and had 
returned late due to 
some funotioil at home. 
We were at the stadium 
preparing' for the camp 
for the Asian Games. I 
returned at 2 a.m. and 
what did I see?Rajiv 
Gandhi was supervising 
the work of making the 
stage. I was moved. Here 
was a man so dedicated 
for the country and its 
sport. He told me that he 
was expecting a gold 
medal from me and I am 
proud that I did not 
disappoint him. He came 
and hugged me from 
behind and I can never 
forget that moment. 


Rajiv Gandhi is fiankad by the Amritraj brothers—Vijay and Anand—and 
Ramesh Krishnan at Delhi and (below): He greets Yugoslavia’s top player 
Slobodan Zivojinovic before the draw of the 1988 Davis Cup against India 
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I^jiyii looked utlMttg^ visit to tJbe etftdtddx ^^ 

he was a happiaiMnan iu>t a formality . ^His, 

thanmeforwi^ngthe oootrihutidntOBpc^lA 
goldmedal." ■ .: gto«a*sl 


Hejolns the 'Run For My 
Country’ along with 
athletics federation 
president Suresh 
Kalmadi 


tovsr. His 
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there When I ws"' 
playing but 1 did notios 
that Rajiv would always 
remember to inquire and 
encouragre Indian 
sportsmen in times of 
triumph and distress. 

My heart weeps for 
Rajiv’s family and I pray 
Ood gives them strength 
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Mybeart 
i$ei^ Cnitto his Aumily 
mexahers." 


I met Rajivji on many 
occasions and found him 
a man who had real 
concern for us. He 
always had encouraging 
words. I remember after 










During the 1982 Asiad 
women's hockey final 
daddy is aii smiies when 
daughter Priyanka waves 
thetricoiours 
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about my health and 
evea promteed to help 
me Ih aihMei^ way 1 
can. We had flown 
^W«^Wi:|d)d I remember 


dfiianuaed 
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VIEWPOINT 



T UP id« a bt'hincl this colun^n is not 
oiif 4 in<il itwos inspind 
bvSii Neviil(‘{ aidiis piccf mthf Apiil 
issuPolDieC iKkelw l‘)74 Caidus 
pic kc d in all time c Invf n not on the, 
slicnyth of thm ability but on tlic basis of 
a line wliicli IS one of inv favouiites Of those 
who have won atfc (lion and thr ilU^d out 
undf istandinn of the tii e ail of c iic k( t 



Kapil Dev, playing 
his 'nataraj' flick 
and making the 
most difficult 
turning wicket 
resemble a 
featherbed... 



Caidus tuinccl 
sflMtor assemblnda 
clieain side Jack Hobbs 
Vk toi Ti umpf I Ranji 
Wall> Ilaminoiid Fiank 
WoolJt V Denis 
Compton C A 
Faulkner Jock 
Cameton Keith Miller 
Maui nc c Tate and 
Sydney Barnes 

Challenged to pi oduce 
abettei team the 
magazine seditoi David 
Frith 1 espondc'd w ith a 
Colourlast and 
shiinkprcxjfeleven Syd 
Barnes, Jim Burke C G 
McCarteney K Miller 
Ken Mackay A E 
Trott, S M J Woods 
Rod Marsh Tibby 
Cotter Arthur 
Coningham and Arthur 
Mailey 

Cardus’ side was an 
international cocktail 
Frith picked one 
completely Australian 
Mine IS entirely Indian 
the selective criterion 
has been entertainment 
and nothing but, it is a 
side which on the odd 
day could be bowled ouf 


f 11 75 oionanothfT set 
to chase <275 in 20 overs 
plus 35 minutes Could 
win with 2 WK kefs and 3 
overs to spare A side 
you would waU h not on 
the telly but in flesh and 
blcKid for days on end 
and calmly go back to 
the office and produce 
that I emai kabie alibi 
Unavoidable 
circumstances 
I would open with 
Si ikkanth and Mushtaq 
All An interesting 
contrast Snkkanth 
would blast the first ball 
he received over the 
bowler s head for a four 
off one bounce if he felt 
like it, Mushtaq Ah, silk 
shirt rippling in the 
breeze would cut late 
between third slip and 
gully for two Or glance 
between long leg and 
wicketkeeper for four 
T remember a match 
at Old Trafford between 
England and All Incha in 
1936,’ wrote Cardus 
“India went in a second 
time 368 behind, and m 
less than two hours and 







a hall scoi ed 190 loi 
none at t Ictee of play 
The match w as. di awn 
next ifteinoon 
All India3*^0 tor fi\e 
Musshtaq Ah made 113 
and his Cl u kct tout ht d 
the imag iimtion thei e 
W.IS suppleness and 
little g I ace which 
concealed powet was 
silkness ol skin 
concealed \oi.it i*\ ol 
btiengthiu ibcautiliil 
auiinalolihi luiiglo 

Batsmen bind thcMi 
bats with Elastoplast 
Mushtaq bound his with 
ccKet Wt wiie 19 when 
wt invited a ish 
Mush'aq to t oach us. a 
nets on one ot his visits 
to Calc ulta He w atched 
IS bat foi a w Inle betoi < 
omoi us asked on 
win don 1 \ou twt also 
pU dsc ’ 

Andsohew.ilkid 
hoi'vstiodc into the 
nets Hi iidn * appeal to 
belong time w< ai ing a 
sdiansuil blown 
suedes no pads no 
abdomen guaid and 
only a pan ol gloves as 
his concession to out 
concern foi his safety 

You know how fieiy 
19 yea 1 olds can bf Oui 
best bow lei s in vi ked out 
then 1 un ups and gave 
him then fastest 
Mushtaqcalmlv middled 
a few dining glancing , 
blocking 
square cutting 
Reasonable stuff Until 
some jei k in out side 
aimed at his legs and 
yoi kod the stump out 
The thud geneiation 
ciicketer went beiserk 
he shi u kt d a euphoi ic 
Eeaah and ianaioiind 
accepting 

congialuldtions Ih had 
clean bowled Mushtaq 
All nothing less 

Musht.iq calmly went 
about plodding anti 
pushing the otheus 
diouncl Binglesand 
twos kind of stufl Until 
_ , - -- 





imTo* I •> 1 51 ^ { m **, /« liLIiL ’ 


away^htljr.iaed:, . 

; roIlM his wris^ oyop for 
a reverse 8wes]p.. . 
Conneated'. Th® ^ flewr 
Over where tiiirf man 
might have ieen. Broke 
Bie ventilation ^wne of 
-Uje lawary on the second 
floor our cdUege 
huilding. It was a shot 1'. 
wouldn't have believed 
IXBdlnotseenit. 

. Fanoyasideofsudh ' 
eooantrics 

performing—ah, the* ' 
right word— in my-tdiy 
and us Charlies, 



'‘■'■^,<5e*eej:iiing'ratitf^ 

, cement lixaupanieson^^^ ■? 
the stock marl^. and ' ' 
the hike in excise mi ‘ 
maA*nmde fibr^on our' 
way.toWor|C. 

I iPmrha^W^Mish^ 
andSrikkanth a^mei^ 
apefT^ift'! I would Imve - 
rc^yr|:nIyO.It, , 

; yMiWBnath walkiugin 
itodedotmand 


J* m; !* i ii m ^ a 


. do^i;ding.in tfao worid to 
eiaierC.ki. 



Ayniyf^iollsed 
bdwwr 1 ufouM 
jj^forBishmBedi 
wN^fvenifhe 
bowMofiiHtoss, 
would poet^ 
luil^dbe woy be 
bowled... 


fallowing St niimfaer 
fto:: Aa^aruddin 





add trjdng tdhft^'• 
first ball for six; KapilMI V\ ■ 
Dev, playing hie.. , ;'•'^.' 
'nataraj* flick aond 
making the most - ' ^ ■ ^ 
difflculttumingwicket '^■,. 
resemble a featherbed;. 

Abid Aii playing S. 

literally on‘josh’; Amar 
Singh, whose 48 not out 
at Old Trafford in 1938, 
had Cardus writing that 
“he played an innings 
which revolved round an 
axis of its own... his ' 

off'Side slashes were as 
shooting stars, all 
wrong in our 
astronomy, but right 
and splendid in some 
other and more dazsling 
stellar systean.’’ 

As my specialised spin 
! bowler, I would go for 
Bishen Bedi who, even if ’ . 
he bowled a full toss >:■ { < ■ 

would inspire poetry : : 

just With the way he > 

bowled. Hie , / 

wicketkeeper’s slot, - . 
adjustable in the batting ' 
order, would be Farokh . 

, Engineer^. No one ■ •; 

ch^engea Eknath .Vs 

Solkaraathe fielding s’; 

specialist tweiffli man.. ; 

And jhould anyone fail V -' 
■to pass the fitnesstest m*:"';; 
have a late night and ftuii : - f’; 
to get down to the team ■:. -V' 

bus in time, Sachin 
'jteidulkar could alwaj^ ,,. / ■ 
replaoe. i. 

It’sasidethat ' ■ V**' 

wouldn't bother my ', 

captain in the fleld. 

Kapil Dev would opmi . 

thebowling; Amar 
Singh, rated by a few to ■ 
have been as dangerous ..-''V 

asBillO’Railfyhadlie". ;■. 


dbinn’ flmm the other ’ 


»,i K» t si"a>) ‘iX 




THIS TEAM IS TOO WHIMSICAL TO 
BE COLLECTIVELY BUNCHED AND 
BE INTRODUCED TO THE 
GOVERNOR, OR EVEN THE QUEEN 
IF WE PLAYED AT LORD’S. THIS 
INTRODUCTORY CARD WOULD 
SUFFICE 


1. M.A.K. Pataudi 

Nickname ‘Smith’, plays practical jokes, 
doesn’t read newspapers, runs for his life in 
the covers and for Parliament Hates 
interviews. If he forgets about the match, 
contact no. 2. 

2. C.K. Nayudu 

Onoe lost his head and hit the MCC bowlers for 
13 sixes; credited with a boundary hit from one 
county to another in 1932; threatened to throw 
a cricketer overboard on the ship voyage back 
from England in 193b. 

3. G.R. Vishwanath 

If CK or MAK leave the field and GRV put in 
charge, he will recall all the previous batsmen 
to the crease; once he bais his square cuts will 
be bought by any art gallery. 

4. Mushtaq AH 

Always accompanied by his dhobi who 
starches his trousers and silk shirt during 
intervals, great hit with the ladies Not so with 
the bowlers and rival captains. 

5. K. Srikkanth 

Chants 'mantras’ between deliveries, chain 
smokes, reverse-pulls when he feels like it, 
runs singles backwards, drives potential 
‘wides’ for four. Fidgety. 

6. S. Durrani 

Understatements. Moody. Genius. The only 
batsman for whom there are more helmets m 
the stands than on the ground. 


7. M. Azharuddin 

stickler for ‘halaal’ meat, half-volleys and 
on-drives — highly successful combination. 
Making fast bowlers run. for a change. 

8. Kapil Dev 

Is deep into endorsing positive cricket, lassi, 
squash, Nutramul, smooth cheeks, MAK 
Pataudi for the Bhopal constituency and some 
soft drink or the other. I^atest nickname. Mr 
India. 

9. Abid AH 

Can open the bowling and batting, field close, 
hit the winning run and get the vital 
breakthrough. Can inspire guerrilla warfare 
on the field Doesn’t know what it is to lose 
heart. 

10. Amar Singh 

One of the first Indian cricketers to play the 
English Ixsagues. Hit hard and bowled 
cunning medium pace. One of the greatest 
bowlers India has produced. 

11. Farokh Engineer 

Good for a century before lunch (almost) in a 
Test against West Indies, a few amazing’ 
catches and innumerable Kem dikra jokes. 
Hilarious company between leg slip and gully 

12. Eknath Soikar 

Stood at short leg and never knew he was 
cxpec;ted to wear an abdomen guard. When hit 
on the head by a batsman, there was little 
concern; they said he had nothing inside 
Cocky, witty and foolishly brilliant to regard 
the field as one vast swimming pcxil. Took 
some unbelievable catches courtesy the 
Ignorance. 

13. Bishen Bedi 

Has been asked not to answer any question on 
behalf of the country, team, captain, manager, 
selector, player — and himself. 

14. Sachin Tendulkar 

Peter Pun Thank God. 









I N any superduper sports teams down 
the years, you will find the essential 
nuts and bolts being riveted together 
by quiet, unsung fellows who 
unobtrusively get on with the job, and 
leave the downstage spotlight and the 
headline hogging to their more 
flamboyant comrades. 

But in every great team, the glitterati 
always acknowledge those happier to 
hide their shining lights. How touching 
it was, for instance, when in the recent 
FA Cup final the hitherto unconsidered 
Paul Stewart upped and won the prize for 
the best player for Tottenham, once his 
housemate’s halo of hype had slipped and 
Paul Gascoigne’s crazy fouls received 
I their awesome almost biblical, 

; retribution. 

’ Talking about soccer, 1 read the other 
' day how England’s, World Cup winning 
] team a quarter of a century ago, this 
? summer, themselves had voted the 
! seemingly unnoticed and unapplaudod 
j Roger Hunt as the best player they'd had. 
Just as this year’s England 
Grandslammers at rugby union will tell 
you that almost everything they achieved 
■emanated from the unlauded strength 
and skills of the prop, Jeff Probyn. 

Ask a West Indian cricketer the same 
question and he will point to the man in 
the gloves. 















IHE UNSUNG 

■T ^r>i The writer this week 

■.■ Ml M m takes a look at 

sportsmen who are 
never given due 
recognition although 
their contribution is 
immense 


Jeff Dujon with his car. The «weel 
rewards of hard labour ? 



Throughout the West Indies’ merciless 
progress in the Test arenas of the world 
this past decade, the admirable Jeffrey 
Dujon has kept wicket, calmed tempers, 
and steadied the ship on innumerable 
occasions. No quotes, no exclamation 
marks, nothing fancy. Yet only the throe 
contemporary “greats”—Allan I^nott. 
Rodney Marsh, and Wasim Bari—can 
match his haul of victims behind the 
stumps. 

Dujon’s cool, calm temperament has 
been incalculably important to Vivian 
Richards’ men. With the bat, 
too—averaging in his mid-SOs with five 


Test 100s and fifteen 50s. (Knott also 
made 5 Test 100s. Marsh 3, and Wasim 
2). 

A proud Jamaican, “the Dooj” follows 
compatriots like Ivan Barrow, Gerry 
Alexander, and Jackie Hendricks all of 
whom have guarded the stumps with 
distinction for the West Indies. Barrow 
scored the first-ever century by a West 
Indian in England, in 1933, at Old 
Trafford. 

T hroughout the west indies' 
merciless progress in the Test 
arenas of the world this past decade, 
the admirable Jeffrey Dujon, has kept 
wickets, calmed tempers, and 
steadied the ship on innumerable 
occasions. No quotes, no exclamtion 
marks, nothing fancy. Yet, only three 
contemporary 'greats'—Allan Knott, 
Rodney Marsh, and Wasim Bari—can 
match his haul of victims behind the 
stumps. 

Dujon turned 35 on 28 May. He puts 
down his success—and his elegant 
batting style—solely to a Welshman. At 
Wolmer’s School, Kingston, his 
sportsrnaster wasaMr. Ron Jones. “He 
remains my father-figure; he channelled 
any natural talent I may have been born 
with. He showed me that practice—and 
timing -was the very essence of all ball 
games,” says Dujon. 

You do not get much more—certainly 
nothing remotely boastful—from this 
C'omposed distinguished man. 

But when the Test series begins, he will 
(if you care to notice him) once again be 
seen as a vital cog in the well-oiled, 
finely-tuned team of champions. • 













WINDIES IN ENGLAND 



TEXACO TROPHY 


GS 




MORE! 


The Calypso Kinp of one-day crieket haim 
lost nine of their last ten one^day matohes 


W HAT has happened 
to the Calypso 
kings of one-day 
cricket? The once 
mighty West 
Indies succumbed 
to their third successive defeat in 
a one day internationals series, 
when England convincingly won 
the Texaco trophy series 3-0 last 
week. Earlier this year, they lost 
their first one day series at home, 
1-4 to the Aussies. In Nov. 1990, 
they also lost the one day series to 
Pakistan 0-3. In the last ten one 
day internationals, Windies have 
lost nine and won just one match 
(that too by faster scoring rate). A 
far cry from the all conquering 
era of skipper Clive Lloyd, 
undefeated champions of the 1975 
and 1979 World Cups and winners 
of the WSC tournaments ‘down 
under’in 1979-80,1981-82 and 
1984. 

From the inaugural 1975 
Prudential World Cup, till 1989, 
the Windies were the undisputed 
supremos of limited overs cricket. 
Even though India and Australia 
had won the 1983 and 1987 World 
Cups, both winning skippers, 

Kapil Dev and Alan Border agreed 
that Windies were the best one day 
team in the world, as they had the 
best record, in limited overs series 

Atherton battled, but 
couldn’t save England 


V .-1* Jiw. 





against other nations. 

So what has gone wrong? T. V. 
expert Richie Benaud says. “The 
Windies have lost nine one day 
internationals in seven months 
due to the excessive number of 
wides and no-balls by their 
quickies. The current quartet are 
not as controlled as the foursome 
a decade ago." Benaud has a point. 
With a little more control, the 
West Indies could have won the 
Texaco Trophy 2-1. In the Ist one 
dayer at Edgbaston, the Windies 
bowlers gave away 18 wides and 
16 no balls in England’s winning 
total of 175 for nine. England won 
by one wicket. The Windies total of 
173 for 8, in 55 overs on a alow 
Beaming pitch would have been 
sufficient for victory if their 
bowlers had not conceded so many 


; |iM«r 

consiitoBit CT ^ ; 

practice brnfom Uui^; 
crowds 


and Richard Illingworth conceded 
only six wides and ojie no-ball. 

As in the 1989 Nehru Cup final 
vs P.akistan, at Eden Gardens, the 
Windies again felt the absence of a 
fifth bowler. Defending a small 
total, Richards went for wickets. 


3ut didn’t find any 


PHOTOGRAPHS PATRICK EAGAR 



extras. Ironically even right arm 
medium pacer Phil Simmons, the 
fifth bowler, of the same pace as 
Manoj Prabhakar was guilty of 
wides and no-balls. In contrast 
England’s attack of Defreitas (the 
best bowler of the series), Chris 
Lewis, Ian Botham, Derek Pringle 


His pace quartet, Ambrose, 
Marshall, Patterson and Walsh 
completed their respective quotas 
by the fiftieth over. While in 
Calcutta Richards had to bowl the 
last over, here Simmons and 
Hooper had to share the last five 
overe, enabling Atherton (78 not 


out) and debutant R. Illingworth 
to nudge their way to a nail-biting 
win. Fonher England opener 
Geoff Boycott chastised skipper 
Richards for faulty field placing 
and team selection. He said 
“Richards wanted to get wickets 
and so should have used a .second 
slip when his pace bowlers were 
on. Atherton would have been out 
in his forties, when he nicked 
Ambrose to second slip. Also on a 
slow seaming pitch, it would have 
been better to have played a 
medium fast bowler. Hamisb 
Anthony who relies on swing and 
seam, rather than Patrick 
Patterson.” 

In the second one dayer at Old 
Trafford, the West Indian bowlers: 
conceded six no balls and 14 
wides. England won this match by 
just nine runs. So the result could 
have been closer with some 
disciplined bowling. At Old 
Trafford, England’s total of 27(1, 
was their highest ever against the 
Windies in one-day cricket. 

Lamb's 62 from only 50 balls and a 
156 runs opening stand by Gooch 
and England’s man of the series 
Mi ke Atherton in j ust 30 o vers 
helped them to this record total. 

For Windies it was a case of it 
never rains but pours. In the 36th 
over, Atherton late cut Hooper 
past Greenidge, who fell to the 
ground clutching his knee. He 
hobbled off with strained knee 
ligaments. Greenidge was 
admitted to Violet General 
Hospital and doctors 
contemplated an operation which 
would mean the end of the tour for 
him. Already stand-by opener 
Clayton Lambert has been 
contacted. Tony Cozier feels, 
“Lambert should never have been 
omitted as he has more potential 
than Simmons.” 

A major cricketing reason for 
the whitewash suffered by the 
Windies in the 1991 Texaco 
Trophy was the absence of the 
reliable opening pair Desmond 
Haynes and Gordon Greenidge. 
Haynes missed the series with a 
strained back and Greenidge 
could not bat in the last two 
matches. Thus Windies highest 
opening partnership in the series 
was 34 runs by Simmons and 
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^ ,|hrtl Fwrtjrothisr scored the only century In the Series. 


againsl West indies in one day 


OVERS MDNS RUNS WICKETS 




fiwnmBwve 


iti 11-245*4 in the first match at Edgbeston was his best one day. bowling analysis. 



IXgon at Old Trafford. At 
Edgbaston and Lord’s, the 
opening wicket fell with the score 
below 10. Without Haynes, 
statistically the best one day 
player in the world, the Wiiidies 
batting is like the Congressd) 
without the Nehru dynasty, 
rudderless. (In the third 
one-dayer at Lord’s the absence of 
both Haynes and Greenidge for 
only the fourth time since they 
came together was the difference 
between an adequate score and an 
imposing total on an ideal batting 
pitch. 

With the series lost, the Windies 
were casual and cavalier in the 
third one dayer at Lord's. Brian 
Lara got his first chance and 
impressed with a compact 23. Yet 


TOMMY HINULEY 





sngland'slwroofthe 
third ona<layer:Nell 
Fairbrother 


. 


surprisingly Richards did not try 
new pacemen Hamish Anthony 
and Allen, especially as Walsh, 
Marshall and Patterson seemed 
jaded and disinterested. The day 
belonged to England. Six foot four 
inch Graeme Hick and impish left 
hander Neil Fairbrother defied 
the pace quartet and in stygian 
light put on 213 runs in 31 overs, 
for the third wicket, a record 
stand by England in any one-day 
international. Fairbrother, scored 
a resourceful 113 off just 109 
balls, the first century by an 
English batsman against the 
Windies in a one-dayer on home 
soil. 

England are not over-elated 
with this Texaco Trophy triumph. 
They hope history does not repeat 
itself. In 1988, they won the 
Texaco trophy 3-0 but lost the test 
series 0-4. They could lose the Test 
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series again. The Windies did not. 
apply themselves to the one 
dayers. Skipper Viv Richards in 
the summer of his electrifying 
career, has serious reservations 
about one day series. He considers 
it as ‘lucrative net practise before 
large crowds. There were capacity 
crowds at all three one dayers, 
18,500 at Edgbaston, 25,000 at 
Old Trafford auid 30,000 at Lord’s. 
The indifference of Richards 
seems to have infected his 
team-mates. As Boycott observed, 
their batting was often cavalier. 

He said, “They made too many 
Caribbean Calypso shots, hitting 
off the backfoot or across the line 
on pitches where the ball was 
swinging and seaming. Their 
batsmen rarely angled or nudged 
for singles or opened the blade to 
run the ball to vacant positions. 
The application was missing. In 


Tests they will take time to 
construct their innings.” 

When the Teat aeries begin, 
there will be slips, gullies and 
short legs. The Windies bowlers 
are innocuous without close 
fielders. It will then be a real test 
of the temperament and technique 
of Lamb, Atherton, Hick and 
others. There will be no tampering 
with the interpretation of wides 
and regulations will not deprive 
Windies of the bouncer. For the 
three one-day games, their fast 
bowlers were limited to 
hand-grenades with rusted pins. 

Still there were lessons for the 
one-time Calypso Kings of the one 
day games. Four fast bowlers 
unless they have the accuracy of a 
Garner, Holding or Marshall are 
redundant, as one-day 
internationals impose too many 
restrictions. Also the one day 


game is for a young mobile side 
which can hurry between wickets 
and hustle the opposition in the 
field. Australia have grasped this 
essential need and so won the 
1987 World Cup and a majority of 
internationals since then. As 
chairman of England’s selectors 
Ted Dexter said, "Since the Nehru 
semis in 1989, England lost 18 
out of 22 one-dayers as we picked 
the wrong sides. We now realise 
that a one-day team is different 
from a Test team. For the 
one-dayers athletic fielders and 
quick runners, like Fairbrother, 
Hick, Ramprakash, Defreitas and 
Lewis are essential. ” 

Unless Windies change their 
thinking the 1991-2 World Cup 
will be the first one day 
tournament in which they will not 
be favourites for the title. 

Novy Kapadla, London 










TENNIS 

RACKETS! 


Interesting trivia from the tennis world 


PAM, FOR A GOOD CAUSE 


B oth the women’s Tennis Association 
(WTA) and the Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) support various 
charities. But few do more in this respect than 
pi'o Pam Shriver. Every year she stages a Pam 
Shriver Charity Tennis Festival which over the 
last five years has raised nearly $900,000. 

Most of the money goes to the Cystic Mbrosis 
Foundation, a children’s hospital and the 
Greater Baltimore Tennis Patrons. After a 
recent exhibition in Baltimore, Monica Seles 
and Jennifer Capriati made personal donations 
of $ 10,000 each to the overall fund. 


THANKS FOR THE ROLL! 


T he ITALIAN OPEN was not without its 
share Of drama. Blame it on the Italians. 
The quarterfinals were in full swing and 
so also was Alberto Mancini’s head. He was 
still trying to figure out how the heck he was 
0-6,5-4 and 30-15 down to Mark Koevermans 
of the Netherlands. Not that he had much time 
left to sort things out anyway. Fate had really 
ditched him... or had she? 

Koeverman who was till so far having a 
whale of a time, was about to hit an easy 
overhead smash when a bread roll flew out of 
the stands and landed square on Mancini’s 
noggin’. That did it! That smash could have 
given Koevermans two match points and a 
more or less comfortable lead against Mancini. 

Post match analysis: the umpire ruled a let 
and Mancini recovered to win. 


AN INVESTMENT IN TENNIS 


T ennis in Germany is big business, thank 
you Boris and Steffi, it does, however, have 
its own minus points. Parents are treating 
their children like commodities or, valuable 



investments. An example to this is a certain Mr. 
Peter Haas, a tennis coach based in Freising, 
near Munich. 

Haas has floated a company, namely Tossa 
Limited, the sole aim being to turn his 
12-year«old son Thomas and 15-year-old 
daughter Sabine into tennis pros. Haas’ concept 
Is clear; he needs sponsors, and he’s not doing 
too badly. Fifteen people have invested £3,300 
each for five years on his siblings and in return 













they have a 1S year entitlement to a percentage 
of whatever the youngatera may earn In the 
proceae making it big time. 

But what if the kids don’t make It. The 
investors stand to lose a lot. Dad Peter is not 
worried. He claims, “Investors have merely put 
in their pocket money with unlimited profit 
possibilities. “I am sure that Sabine and Thomas 
will make It. They were assessed by my first 
sponsors BMW and Lufthansa who provided the 
working capital of £250,000. These 
organisations are committed to increasing the 
yield of a tennis professional. Above ail they will 
take care of the health and welfare of their 
investment.” No wonder, with such security 
people are lining up in droves. But somewhere 



along the line Haas’ motives are being 
questioned. 


MONEY TALKS, TIRIAC 
WALKS 


I ON TIRIAC may not have won many titles 
during his playing career but he sure is a 
flnancial success. Tiriac more well known as 
Becker’s manager is a man without financial 


worries. Never one to 
be upstaged in 
entrepreneurial 
matters, he has 
negotiated to 
purchase his own jet. 

He has already bought 
a bank and a hotel 
franchise In Rumania. 

The jet does not 
possess the whims or 
trappings of a rich 
man, instead it helps 
the hard pressed 
tennis manager cum 
businessman to save 
time. Tiriac believes, 
that the 12 seat aircraft will save time and in 
the long run, money. 



SOME BALD FACTS 


W E’RE letting you have a bit of fashion 
also. The things that tennis players will 
do to get noticed. Like for example, Guy 
Forget and Jacob Hlasek. Both these guys had 
mutually agreed to do something really 
outrageous if they reached the finals of the ATP 
Doubles Championships in Sanctuary Cove, 
Australia. Forget had already planned on what 
to do and he did it in advance. Hlasek fresh from 
his success at Wembley, got a shock when he 
arrived at Heathrow and linked up with his 
partner. Hlasek found that the Frenchman had 
completely shaved his head. 

By the time they had arrived in Brisbane, 

Forget persuaded his partner to do the same. The 
next morning, the organisers received a 
hilarious shock when the duo arrived at practice 
not only bare-headed but also bare-chested. 


NOT A PENNY MORE, NOT 
A PENNY LESS 


A nother East Euiopean tenuis player 
who IS d success story is Poland’s Wojtek 
Fibdk The best known and most 
successful Polish player since the advent of 
open tennis, F ibak is not confining his 
interests to tennis only In addition to his work 
as Davis Cup captain Pibak has just bought 
Po’ and b leading daily spoi ts newspaper He 
also owns a weekly news magazine and is a 
leading member of a consortium forming a 
new private television company 

He has also been appointed Poland's 
honorary Consul to Monte Carlo The 
"oason for his quick rise to fame 
Fibak 18 a frequent table tennis partner foi 
Lech Walesa 

From Novy Kapadia, London 








T l'^XiXlS playei’ selected 
I’oi- People inapa/ilie’s 
annual "aO Most Ik-aunrul 
People" issue: (labi’iela 
Sabaliiii. 


T he most critical stroke in 
tennis, according to 
renowned teaching 
professional Dennis Van 
der Meer: Return of serve. 

H OW father-coach Charles 
Lenglen, a severe 
taskmaster, punished 1920s 
superstar Suzanne Lenglen 


3 ra 


He gave her bread without 
jam and berated her on the 
court in front of others. 

A ge at which Pam Shriver 
was selected as Women’s 
Tennis Association 
“Comeback Player of the 
year”: 18. 

F ormer Wimbledon 
champion who won a 
silver medal as a member 
of Czechoslovakia’s 1948 
Olympic hockey team: 
Jaroslav Drobny. 

A ge of famous French 
player Jean Borotra 
when he competed in men’s 
doubles at Wimbledon in 
1964; 65 years, 317 days. 

WTHE surface that 
I demands the most 
athleticism,” according to 
Billie Jean King: Grass. 

T he four people that 
17-year-old Martina 
Navratilova told during the 
1975 U.S. Open of her inan 
to defect from 
Czechoslovakia the 
following day: Her business 
manager, Billie Jean King, 
Rosie Casals and Chris 
Evert. 
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H ow 18 year-old 
American Linda Siegel’s 
picture made the British 
tabloids at Wimbledon in 
1979 Her breasts popped 
out of her lowcut tennis 
dress 

W HAT Arthur Ashe 
predicted for Bjorii 
Borg, who never won the 
U S open, just before the 
1981 tournament “It’s pist 
a matter of time He’ll win 
it, and not just once, but 
several times ’’ 




TOMMY HWOlfV 


TENNIS 

TRIVIA 


A mount of money that 
former Wimbledon 
semifmalist Slobodan 
Zivojinovic. who finished 
1990 ranked No 304, beta 
friend that he can return to 
the top 30 in the world 
within 12 months $100,000 


H OW much charity work 
1987 Wimbledon 
champion Pat Cash says he 
does: “Probably twice as 
much as any other player." 


1» s 


N umber of the past 
seven Wimbledon boys’ 
singles championships 
winners and runner-ups 
who are cut rently ranked in 
the world s top 35 0 

A ddress of stem Graf 
Fan Club Michael 
Giesmger, Im Schletter 2, 
A-6844 Altach, Osterreich 


ComplM by Paul F«in 









FRENCH OPEN, 1991 


Lessons for 
Goran 
from J immy 


a 




ARIS in summei 


Some things change 


Seles has a new 


haircut, McDaddy 
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McEnroe loses everything but his 
cool, must be his new baby 
daughter; no-one cries Yaa-neek' 
anymore because Noah is busting 
it up in a city recording studio; 
Cashy is around, good to see you 
mate, even one win on clay makes 
his day; Sampras beats Mustei 
after two sets down. which must 
have made many doubting 
Thomas' shake their head and lose 


It is Ivanisevic's reputation 
as a tanker, a guy 
disinterested when he's 
losing, which is the most 
disturbing aspect 


Goran Ivanis^Viib 
<K)uld do with 
some lessQ^^i 
courage fr^ 
Jimmy 



their bets. 

Paris in summer. 

Some things never change 

The clay is still red with the 
blood of its victims; Wilander still 
can’t hack it, now his guitar 
strings make better music than 
his racket strings; and yes. Goran 
Ivanisevic is still losing when he 
shouldn't and Jimmy Connors is 
still winning when he shouldn't. 

Goran is 19. He is exactly half 
Jimmy Jimbo’s age and 6 inches 
taller. How come then, that Jimbo 
runs more and reaches higher 
standards? 

Ivanisevic plays Haarhuis, best 
known for dumping McEnroe at 
the US Open some years ago. Easy 
meat. Which is why Ivanisevic 
loses in straight sets. Connors 
plays Agenor, a Haitian who can 
do good magic on clay. Tough 
guy. Which is why Connors wins 
two sets, loses two sets, and finds 
air in his lungs to win the fifth 

Now who would have thought 
that Ivanisevic is coming through 
the ‘In’ door of world tennis while 
Connors is supposed to be halfway 
through the ‘Out’ door? Connors 
must be looking at Ivanisevic and 
wishing he had those legs; a good 
trade if Jimbo gave some of his 
guts to Goran. 

The problem with Goran 
Ivanisevic says tennis pundit Ion 
Tiriac, 'is in his head’. Maybe the 
problem is that there is nothing in 
it. So he used to throw and break 
rackets as a kid and get thrown 
out of tournaments. Big deal. 

Even Mac did that. Difference is 






















FROM ROHiTBRiJNATH, PARIS 


Mac threw his racket, scowled, 
picked it up and hit a drop volley 
that collapsed on impact. 

Nope, Ivanisevic has an attitude 
problem. Temperament, fellows. 
He says. “I know I make mistakes. 
Unbelievable ones. But 1 can also 
play unbelievable when I do what 
I’m supposed to”. But it s 
Ivanisevic's reputation as a 
tanker, a guy disinterested when 
he’s losing, a player with no heart, 
which is the most disturbing 
aspect 

At the 1990 US O^n he led 
Aussie, Darren Cahill, two sets to 
one, lost the fourth set in a 
tie-breaker and tanked the fifth 
0-6 While Ivanisevic admitted to a 
stunned press that he had actually 
'tanked', Cahill bluntly surmised, 
“It was a pretty pcKir effort on his 
part". Now, eight months later, 
Haarhuis was saying the same 
thing "He could have tried a little 
harder" 

“Poor effort" uid "not trying" 
are phrases wliicdi fit Connors as 
well as a'priest's collar would fit 
McEnroe. No way. you gel the 
feeling that when God was 
distributing courage he gave 
Connors a .second helping by 
mistake 

Through the pa.st .six months 
Connors' form has been so 
indifferent, his physical 
deterioration so obvious, that 
everyone, me included, have been 
brave enough to sugge.st he quit 
Which makes sense till Connors 
goes five sets on clay with a 
former quarter finalist and wins. 
Then everyone looks 
stupid - Connors sort of likes 
making everyone look stupid. 

Three years ago I watched him 
(Xime back at Wimbledon 1987 
from 1-6,1-6, 1-4 against Mikael 
Pernfors to win. That was 
something. This is something 
else. Then he said. “There was no 
way I was going to quit. I'd leave 
the court on my knees if I had to”. 
Four years hence he is saying the 
same thing: “Once I get into a 
fight it is just a matter of being 
able to come up with something to 
win the match. And that's the way 
I have played my whole career. I 
like it”. 


r... 
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Ifou aet the feeling that 
when God was distributing 
courage he gave Connors a 
second helping by mistake 


Connors has missed the last five 
Grand Slams since the US Open 
1989, either injured or 
commentating. Four months 
away from his 39th birthday you 
wonder what spirit lives within 
him. One thing's for sure. 
Ivanisevic ain't got it. 
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reached the top due to the 
financial manipulations of the 
paradoxical and eccentric, 
socialist millionaire, Bernard 
Tapie. A.C. Milan became the 
greatest club in the world only 
after T.V. magnate Silvio 
Berlusconi utilised his wealth to 
buy the best players in the world, 
the Dutch trio, Gullit, Van Basten 
and Rijkaard and a host of top 
Italians, Maldini, Baresi and 
Donadoni. Juventus have won 
more league titles than any club in 
Italy due to the generosity of the 
Fiat family, the Agnellis. Between 
them, Agnelli and Berlusconi 
have recently spent 1000 million 
U.S. dollars on soccer talent 
The Italian Medicci of Yore 
supported artists like 


ootball is fast 
becoming big business in 
Europe with clubs 
floating shares and being 
sponsored by consortiums. And 
now superstars like A.O. Parug 
Glof have emerged. 

Glof is not a player, nor a coach 
or physio, but a business magnate 
who spends a fortune for football 
bliss. There was this old cliche; 
behind every successful man there 
is a woman. The modern version 
could be behind every successful 
football club there is a wealthy 
business magnate. 

For example the newly crowned 
Italian league champions 
Sampdoria are dependent entirely 
on the ambition, drive and 
fortunes of Paolo Mantovani, the 
shipping and oil refinery 
magnate. European Champions’ 
Cup finalists Marseilles have 



\ 




irOLENT DESPOTS 


Raphael in 

Florence. The modern Mediccis, 
the business magnates, support 
and sponsor football clubs. The 
motivations are similar: passion 
and fame. 

Even in conservative England, 
business tycoons are taking over. 
F.A Cup champions Tottenham 
Hotspur got enough money to 
purchase stars like Gary Lineker, 
Paul Gascoigne (now moving to 
Ijazio) in Italy, thanks to a new 
breed of soccer businessmen led 
by millionaire Irwing Scholar. 
Elsewhere inEurope also, 
financial and political power is 
used for footballing success. In 
Spain, Real Madrid relied on its 
wealthy president Santiago 
Bernabeu for patronage duriiig its 


halcyon days. Rivals Barcelona 
are supported by Jose Luis Nunez 
and PSV Eindhoven have the 
financial backing of the 
multinational Philips and .supfxirt 
of millionaire Jacques Ruts 

Interestingly, the involvement 
of these millionaires in football is 
passionate and total. The best 
example is provided by 
Sampdoria’s president Mantovani, 
After the G9noa-based club won 
the Italian 1st division league title 
for the first time, Mantovani was 
complimented by arch rival 
Gianni Agnelli, the Juventus 
chairman Agnelli. whose Fiat 
fortune had transformed 
Juventus into Italy's most 
prestigious club, said “1 Like 
Mantovani He knows every 
muscle of every player It’s half 
his life, the best half I have never 
known a man give so much of his 
time and passion to soccer ” 

Agnelli is right Manu /vani ha.s 
subordinated everything other 
than family to his beloved 
Sampdoriaand football. Even hi.s 
bedside lamp is decorated in pale 
blue, the club colours, and he has 
been their president and 
paymaster for a decade His 
passion for his club is immen.se 
He collapsed with a heart attack 
during a match at Cagliari and 
was only saved by quadruple by 
pass surgery He is a life long 
diabetic and doctors have 
constantly advi.scd him to cui'tail 
his high state of anxiety and 
involvement with Sampdoria 
Mantovani’s reply is revealing 
“Except for my four children, 
nothing in my life evokes so much 
eir.otion as Sampdoria Emotion 
would be a part of ray life, in any 
case, so football is just the vehicle, 
if you love something like this, 
you cannot resist it ’’ 

Tapie hired Beckenbauer (left) to 
coach his squad for $1 million-plus 
a year 
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T f IE son of a Rome 
electrician, Paolo 
Mantovani became a 
billionaire by borrowing 
from the bank to buy a writtenoff 
tanker and then building Italy’s 
biggest oil tanker fleet in the 
1960’sand 1970's. 

The club was in division 2, when 
Mantovani spent seven billion Lira 
(about 5.5 million dollars) from 
his own pocket to buy young 
players. He had a wise head for 
football talent. The teenagers 
he bought on sheer potential are 
today household names: the 
talented forwards Gianluca Vialli 
and Roberto Mancini and defender 
Pietro Vierchowood. 

He paid 3.2 billion lira for 
Mancini and Vialli when they 
were 17 years old. Now both are 
established internationals and 
helped Mantovani’s dream come 
true, as Sampdoria won the Italian 


Gary Lineker: great expectations 



Berlusconi paid $19 million to 
acquire the contracts of two major 
stars 

Championship for the first tnfle 
Creditably, Saiupdoria won by 
nurturing Italian talent and not 
expensive foi’eig n talent The only 
foreigners in the squad are 
USSFi’s midfielder Alexei 
Mikhailichenko and Braiuhan 
veteran ToniuliciCerezoand wily 
coach the Yugoslav Vujiidin 
Boskov Maiitovani is Ixith a 
patriot and a dreamer Witli the 
patience of t he biblical Job, he 
woi ked years to overci nne Agnelli' 
and Berlusconi and win the Italian 
Championship During these 
years he curtailed his involvement 
in business to realise Ins football 
dream Truly a remarkable man. 

I N nearby P’rance anothei 

self made millionau'c is about 
to fulfil a dream Bernard 
Tapie, the president of 
Marseille hopes to achieve a rare 
treble He hopes that by Jline, 
Marseille will become the first 
french club to have won the 
P'lench League, Cup and 
Kuropean Champions’ (hip 
Tapie is asocial and financial 
phenomenon. Now 4(5 he grew up 
in the Paris suburbs w here his 
fathei- worked as a builei iiian 
Tapie’s first job was hauling coal 
sacks during school holidays He 
was a failed pop si nger As a 
television sglesman he made 
money and launched his eareei as 
an industrialist Now ho has 
business interests, in health food, 
batteries, SDl lendings, weighing 
machines and televisions. 

He indulges in the trappings of 
fame, owning a hehcoptei, a 
■ yacht.anexecutivejetanda 
Porsche, l^ast year, he Diught the 
German sportswea r giant Adidas 
for 160 million pounds. His 
personal fortune is estimated at 
100 million British pounds and he 
owns about 50 c. 'mpanics. 

A sports fanatic, Tapie has a 
cycle racing team in the 
prestigious Tour de France, a 
tennis equipment company 
Donnay and is president of 
Marseilles. In spite of wealth and 
success, Tapie also has a dream 
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to give him a place in history. 


B ut there are failures 

amongst the new breed of 
soccer businessmen also. 
A noticeable example is 
Spurs in England. In 1983, the 
Spurs board with Irwing Scholar 
as chairman and Paul Bobroff as 
assistant, formed a holding 
company and floated it on the 
stock exchange. 

Financial writers lauded this 
new venture, it was a trend foi’ the 
future. Irwing Scholar, a 
millionaire tax exile in south of 
France, laecame over-ambitious. 

He tried re-shaping the club. The 
board diversified. U.K. 
distribution rights for Hummel, a 
Danish leisurewear 
manufacturer, were secured in 
1985, Martex women swear and 
Stumps sportswear wore bought 
in 1987 and a 75 per cent stake in 
Synchro systems, a computer 
software firm. In 1987 
shareholders of Spurs received a 
dividend, though small, of 4 
pence 

Venables, a former Spurs' 
player, arrived as manager in 
November 1987 Lineker was 
bought from Barcelona for 1 l 
million pounds and Gascoigne for 
2 million pounds from Newcastle 
United 

Happy days were ahead foi' 
Spurs But sadl.y for Scholar and 
his board, the businc.ss ventures 
flopped Hummel lost 268,000 
pounds and Martex and Stumps 
also lost mone.v; A total loss at 
about 5 million pounds Moreover, 
the cost of a new stand also 
escalated And as a result of all 
this now Spurs are on the verge of 
bankruptcy. They own Midlands 
Bank 11 million pounds and have 
other liabilities. 

Spurs now hope i< > overcome 
their financial crises by the sale of 
Paul Gascoigne and on the sale 
and lease back of their ground 
■White Hart Lane. Still, with the 
players bought from their early 
wealth. Spurs won the 1991 F.A. 
Cup. So, even in the financial loss 
there was a silver lining. 


and a passion: football. He could 
not play much in his youth, so he 
supports Marseilles and wanted 
them to become the first French 
club to win the coveted European 
Champions' Cup He has spent 
around 25 million British pounds, 
on his players in the last four 
yeai's. The playei-s will get a bonus 
of 1.65 million pounds, if they win 
the European Champions’ Cup. 
Tapie has the riches. Now he 
wants his football club Marseilles 



In France, another 
self-made millionaire is 
about to fulfil a 
dream...A sports fonatic, 
Topie has o cycle rocing 
teom In the prestigious 
Tourde Fronce, o tennis 
equipment company 
Donnay and is president 
of Marseilles. In spite of 
weah’h and success Tapie 
has a dream and a 
passion: football... 
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IS ZOUi 
READY 
TO 


BLOOM? 


Married. Smiling'. Confident. Vibrant This is a new 
Zola. Putting the traumatic post-Los Angeles ’84 
years behind her, this courageous South African is 
all set to give off her best 


August '84: The Los 
Angeles Olympics: 

The 3000m race is m 
progress ZolaBadd 
barefoot grimacing, 
eyes concentrated on the 
track in front of her is 
leading the pack Just 
behind hei is American 
Mary Decker At the 
1600m mark Decker 
accelerates to move past 
Budd But tragically her 
legs hits Budd sand she 
loses balance She trips 
and falls on the grass 
verge beside the track 
The crowd rises up in 
horror But there is 
nothing they can do 
Decker's race is over 
She has pulled a thigh 
muscle in the fall and 
cannot walk 


The Olympic di earn is 
over for her As for 
Budd she 18 now subject 
to the vituperative boos 
of the spectators of the 
stadium A shaken Budd 
begms to weep but 
continues to run But 
theie IS no longer any 
concentration or desire 
in her running She 
finished a dismal 
seventh The Olympic 
Games is also over for 
2kilaBudd 

May,'01. Johannes- 
berg 

Zola Pietrieae (nee Buddj 
IS smiling asjourndbsts 
accost her after her fine 
run m a 3000m race 
here Her time is 
impressive 8 35 72 


This 18 just seven 
seconds outside her beat 
time for the event She 
has put on more weight 
now The cheeks are 
chubbier the hair hangs 
in loose curls around 
her shoulders and most 
importantly the voice 
has changed It is 
vibrant, confident and 
bold a far cry from the 
whisper with which she 
usedtotalkto 
journahsts earher She 
IS older now, but young 
for a middle distance 
runner 24 years And as 
South Aftioa slowly 

Zola Budd taking part 
In a 3000m race. 
Keeping her comMny 
la Romania’s Maricica 
Puica 





makes its way back into 
the international 
athletic mainstream, 
there is every chance 
that she might represent 
the country in the World 
Athletics 

championships in Tokyo 
later this year 

A ll this IB going 
thiough her nund 
as journalists 
pester her with 
questions Standings 
few feet away is her 


husband Michael 
Pietriese—she runs 
under the name of 2!ola 
Pietiiesenow -a 
confident smiling man 

When Budd fled Britain 
in May’88 she was 
emotionally shattered 
and depressed The 
object of VII ulent 
anti-apartheid 
protestors who had all 
but brought hei caieer 
to an end she returned 
to Bloomfontein 





Zola Budd in 1984 

determined never to run 
again But Michael 
Pietnese changed all 
that 

She married the hotel 
and liqueur store owner 
in mid 89 and by August 
’89 Zola Pietnese set off 
on her first run A few 
weeks later she took 
part in a 10 kms race 
and finished it in 37 
imnutes That was a 
surprise to me she 
rec^led I felt good after 
that race I felt that 
there was a chance foi 
me once again 

She one e again began 
to run but this time 
With no aim or purpose 
in mind Running for 
the sake ot running 
running for the sheer 
pleasure of it Running 
because it was 
something that she 
loved vei y much 

And today in her 
second yeai of track 
training in South 
Africa she IS already 
South Africa s brightest 
prospect for a medal in 
the 3000m 

But <t IS the cross 
count I y championships 
tnat she is setting her 
eyes upon That was the 
only race I ran 
undisturbed ’ She said T 
enjoyed winning those 
championships' Zola 
had twice won the cross 
country 

championships—m ’85 
and ’88 which is 
regarded as the highest 
symbol of supremacy m 


distance running To 
win It twice shows an 
athlete of rare cahbi'e 

She 18 also a person of 
rare calibre When asked 
about those times when 
she was heckled and 
booed she smiled and 
said, ‘Those things 
belong to the past What 
has happened, has 
happened Now things 
have changed There is 
hope for me There is 
hope for South Africa 
And that is the most 
important thing ’ 

■There is a smile on her 
face as she says this It is 
obvious that she has 
forgiven and forgotten 
everything The past is 
to be buried completely 
There is no point in 
wallowing in it The 
present is what she will 
be paying attention to 
And if the future 
mdicates a medal at an 
mternational 
competition theieis 
nothing wrong ii. that 
It would be a vindication 
of her undoubted talent 

Yet theicisstilla 
wariness in hei There is 
a fear that too much of 
commitment to athletics 
could lead to danger To 
pain So she says,‘My 
marriage is more 
important to me than 
anything else I am also 
studying computei 
programming which is 
also important 
Athletics 18 down the 
line In the past, I was 
obsessed with athletics 
but my attitude now is to 
feel good about myself I 
do not need athletics any 
more ’ 

That may be so But 
the way she is runmng 
now, it IS obvious that 
she has the potential to 
win Zola Pietnese 
might not need South 
African athletics, but 
South African athletics 
sure needs her 
Ashwin Thomas 



Y ou were 17 then 
and couldn’t wait 
till the day you 
turned 18.’Cos 
then you would become 
an adult and you could 
do a lot of things that 
were adults only! It was 
at this juncture of your 
life that someone offered 
you the first cigarette. 
You did it then, just for 
the heck of it. You did it 
to feel a ‘man’. And since 
that day you’ve been 
puffing at the tobacco 
stick. You started off to 
be a part of the scene but 
then as time went by you 
realised that you were 
addicted to the nicotine. 

Now. every time you feel 
stressed, you reach out 
for the cigarette. You’re 
bored, you light yet 
another cigarette. 
Familiar situations? You 
bet they are. But when it 
comes to the hazards of 
smoking you think 
you’ve heard it all. Well, 
actually you haven’t. 

Did you know that a 
person who smokes one 
pack a day for ten years 
stands a greater risk of 
contracting lung 
cancer, than a perstm 
who smokes four packs 
a day for five years? You 
probably did not know 
that more persons die 
from smoking induced 
cardio- vascular 
diseases than from 
cancer. And you may 
not have realised that 
quitting smoking has 
immediate benefits on 
the heart. 

It has been estimated 
that a good 20% of the 
deaths in the U.S are 
caused by smoking. 
Compared to this, the 
second most common 
reason is alcohol related 
deaths but this accounts 
to a mere 3%. The 
economic cost of 
smoking is also 





STUBIT 

out: 


staggering and once you 
are habituated to the 
effects of nicotine on the 
body then you are bound 
to have the cigarette 
even if it means cutting 
down financially on 
more important aspects 
of life 

More and more people i 
are getting addicted to 
this drug and the reason 
for this is that the 
nicotine affects the 
brain, real fast. 
Researchers are still 
bewildered (after years 
of studying the results) i 
about the actual way in i 
which nicotine affects 
the brain. Sometimes the 
nicotine induces sleep 
At other times it helps 
you keep awake. The 
effects of nicotine may 
be debatable but the ill 
effects of smoking does 
not leave any scope for 
debate. 

Smoking and lung 
cancer. The increased 
risk of lung cancer is the 
most recognised of the 
evils of smoking The 
surprising thing about 
this disease is that it 
does not develop till 20 
or more years after one 
has started smoking. 

This long latency 
explains the fact as to 
why it takes nearly a 
generation for the 
results to become visible 
when one is doing 
population studies. 

Lung cancer has always 


been the most common 
cause of deaths among 
men. Now, surprisingly, 
this has spread even to 
the other sex, beating 
the previous most 
common cause breast 
cancer. 

Smokers have a 10 to 
20% greater chance of 
contracting lung cancer 
than non-smokers. 
Studies prove that the 
duration of smoking is 
the main risk factor and 
not the amount smoked 
or the degree of 
inhalation. However, 


; lung cancer is not the 
only disease induced by 
smoking, Smoking also 
increases substantially 
the risks of cancer of the 
larynx, mouth, 
esophagus and also 
i induces cancer of the 
kidney, bladder, 
stomach and cervix in 
women. 

Smoking and heart 
disaasa. In this aspect, 

, unlike the one written of 
j earlier it is the amount 
I smoked and not the 


duration that causes 
heart disease. Acually it 
happens this way: 
Cigarette smoke 
diminishes the blood 
carrying capacity of the 
blood, it can raise blood 
pressure, and the worst 
part introduces toxins 
into the blood stream. 
Although the 
mechanism is not quite 
clear it does have an 
acute effect on the heart 
muscles. The cessation 
of smoking, no matter 
how long you've smoked 
for has an immediate 


benefit on the heart. 

The benefits of quitting. 

Many people are still 
under the impression 
that once they have 
started smoking it is 
futile to quit because the 
harm has already been 
done. Research has 
indicated that the 
smoking induced heart 
diseases are cut down 
immediately after one 
has quit smoking. 
Quitting smoking 


however does not totally 
undo the harm done to 
the lungs. Lung cancer 
develops when the 
smoke acts on the basic 
structure of the DNA of 
the cell turning a 
normal cell into a 
malignant cancerous 
cell over a period of time. 
However the lung 
cancer rates show a 
significant drop in a 
couple of years after one 
has stopped smoking. 

Persistance and 
motivation. These are the 
two most vital, 
ingredients that you’ll 
need when you plan to 
give up. There are many 
techniques like the 
buddy systems where 
you pair up with a 
smoker who also wants 
to give up smoking and 
both of you motivate 
each other to keep off it, 
making a public pledge, 
increasing physical 
activity, and even 
changing your diet. 


Motivation to quit is the 
single greatest predictor 
of success 
But remember one 
very crucial thing. Don’t 
fool yourself saying that 
you’ll quit after cutting 
down on the intake. It 
won’t work that way. 

Get out of the habit the 
‘cold turkey’ way. After 
you’ve decided to quit, 
don’t reach out for 
another one. 

STUB IT OUT 
ALTOGETHER. 
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Interesting' snippets from the world media that we normally don’t heai- about... 


BACKFIRE 


S ister 

GENOVEVA.a 
Catholic nun , 
known as 

Barcelona’s Mother 
Teresa has been left 
almost unaided by the 
city authorities to tackle 
endemic problems of 
drug abuse, prostitution 
and homelessness. 

She is angered by 
Barcelona’s multi-bilhon 
dollar face lift for the 
Olympics, which she 
claims has absorbed 
cash that should have 
been used to help clean 
up the deprivation on 
the city streets. 

Backing up her claim 
she said, “Our city is 
pumping millions of 
dollars into construction 
for the Olympics, but 
has shoved aside the 
problems of thousands 
of drug addicts and 
homeless who grow in 
number every day. 
“These Games were 
supposed to create better 
living standards in our 
city, but so far we have 
seen only cosmetic 
changes,” 

When next summer’s 
prestigious Olympics 
begin, Barcelona may 
well find it difficult to 
hide its social problems 
from the visitors. 


SOCCER OR STOCK 


J S THE English soccer 
/I season draws to a 
close, two of the 
country’s glitziest 
soccer clubs have, for 
contrasting reasons, 
won the attention of the 
London financial 
community. 

A merchant banker 
has been touring the city 
institutions to promote 


SPORTING 


I 


f 


the floatation of 

Terry Venables, manager 
of‘Tottering Spurs 

profitable, cash rich 

Manchester United 

comes to the rescue of 

shares in the London 

his club 



Stock Exchange. While 
the merchan t banker 
was knocking on doors, 
the board of Tottenham 
Hotspurs, better known 
to their fans as 
Tottering Spurs ’, 
consider^ a rescue offer 
from a syndicate led by 
the team ’s manager, 
Terry Venables. 
According to the rescue 
terms, Venable's 
syndicate Endonotte, 
would buy up 35 per 
cent of the stakes. 

The conflicting 
fortunes of the two clubs 
springs not from quality 
of management on the 
ground, but from the 
competency incompete- 
ncy of the board. 


PUSHINC HONDA? 


F or all you guys 
who freak out on 
foreign cars and can’t 
make up your mind 
what to buy, here is a 
recommendation from 
the fastest man in the 
world. Ayrton Senna. 

The 31-year-old 
Brazilian is very 
particular about the car 
he drives and he has 
driven almost all the 
top-of-the-line sports 
cars He said, “It is 
always a pleasure for me 
to talk about cars. I’ve 
loved many, but as it 
happens with 
sentimental 
attachments, the last is 
the one I love the most. It 
is the Honda NSX, and I 
didn’t choose it because I 
drive for the Honda 
McLaren team. The NSX 
is the best compromise 
between advanced 
technology and pleasure 
in driving.” 

Emphasising on the 
performance of the car, 
he continued, “It is a 
high performance 
sports car and touches 
270 kmph. At the same 
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Speed freak Ayrton 
Senna recommends the 
Honda NXS 


time it is a car in which 
you can peacefully make 
your way through the 
traffic, although you 
need to pay attention to 
its dimensions.” 

And for a man who is 
used to bullying his way 
around the track he 


admits, As a driver I m 
prudent. On the one 
hand there is the track, 
on the other the 
ordinary roads. In a 
Grand Pr.x everyone 
knows each other. In 
traffic you can come 
across reckless drivers. 

Recalling the other 
fast cars he has used 
Sennasaid, “Eveiy 
model has its charm. 1 
have driven the Ferrai’i 
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F40, extraordinary in its 
sty I mg. All the 
Mercedes, Jaguar and 
Porches, each has left 
me with something.” 

Well there you are 
guys....timetogo 
shopping! 


E IS five years old 
and hardly measures 


four feet in height. But 
watch him on a tennis 
court and you would be 
amazed at his ball sense 
and tenacity. We are 
talking about Karan 
Rastogi. 

According to his 
coach, the student from 
Jamnabai Narsee School 
in Bombay, has 
tremendous potential 
and extraordinary ball 
sense. He has a very 
simple ambition, he 
wants to be like Boris 
Becker when he grows 
up. 

The big question is. 
that in a country like 
ours where there are 
thousands of child 
prodigies who burn cut 
at an early age,will he 
make it? 


SPONSORINBVICE! 


W HAT WITH cigarette 
companies being 
forced to move out of 
sponsoring sporting 
events, the new lot that 
have broken into the 
scene aiv the brewers It 
seems to suit their 
purpose because no 
sport is worth watching 
if you can't have a 
six-pack next to you to 
swig from 

Carlsberg, the beer 
company, has signed an 
agreement to sponsor 
the 1992 European 
Football Championships 
and also the European 
Cup finals for the next 
four years. 

They were the key 
sponsors of Italia '90 
and this year they have 
consolidated their 
sponsorship by also 
going into basketball 
and athletics. 

Well it is a case of 
promoting one vice for 
the other! # 








*THE AUYSA 


The longest-running, most bitter, 
most expensive inquiry conducted by 
the British Jockey Club which 
resulted in the Aga Khan, owner of 
90 horses, to withdraw all of them 
from British racing 


P ETULANT 

playtwy or man 
with a mission? 
Whatever view 
you take of the 
Aga, his 

decision to boycott 
British racing will hit 
the sport hard. 

Ninety horses—split 
equally between Luca 
Cumani and Michael 
Stoute, both of whom 
have trained Derby 
winners for the 
Aga - are now 
being trained in 
P’ranceor Ireland. All 
because of a row over the 
discovery of a tiny trace 
of a camphor metabolite 
in one of liis horses 
nearly 18 months ago, 
Camphor is. of course, 
a prohibited substance 
under Jockey Club Rules 
and because of that the 
Jockey Club's 
Disciplinary Committee 
had no choice, but to 
disqualify Aliysa from 
the 1980 Oaks, the first 
time a Classic winner 
had been disqualified for 
a positive post-race test. 

But rather than being 
a straightforward case 
of acting on the rules, 
the 'Aliysa affair' has 
become the 

longest-running, most 
bitter, most expensive 
inquiry the Jockey Club 


has ever had to deal 
with. 

That is mainly due to 
the attitude of Aliysa’s 
owner, the Aga Khan, 
who had proved a long¬ 
time before Aliysa was 
officially disqualified 
from the Oaks on 
November 21 last 
year—18 months after 
winning the race—that 
he was prepared to fight 
against a decision he 
didn’t believe in. 

Few owners of 
racehorses can afford 
to conduct such lengthy, 
costly campaigns as the 
Aga Khan. When he 
announced his 
withdrawal from 
Britain, he said he hoped 
people who had not been 
able to afford to fight 
disqualifications 
through camphor would 
“one day benefit as a 
result of my action.” 
Such comments would 
seem to suggest he was a 
‘man with a mission.' 

But since he 
announced his 
departure, which will 
cost British racing 
millions and mean that 
some stable lads 
lost their jobs, the Aga 
Khan has come in for 

Flashback: The 1989 

Oaks. The Aga Khan’s 
horse Aliysa, in the lead 
which was banned 
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some pretty heavy 
criticism. The basic 
argument of his critics 
based on a cricket 
analogy; he shouldn’t 
take his bat away when 
he feels there has been a 
bad decision; the rules 
are the rules and he 
should have stuck to 
them. 

The Aga Khan 
couldn’t accept the 
scientific findings of the 
internationally 
renowned and trusted 
Horseracing Forensic 
Laboratory, so he set 
about proving them 
wrong. The HFL, in 
turn, couldn’t accept the 
findings of the Aga’s 
experts. The arguments 
were complicated, often 
baffling, and resulted in 
one thing only 
stalemate. 

“1 jjersonally cannot 
expose myself to a repeat 
of this situation 1 
cannot do it for myself, 
or for anyone else in 
English racing, for the 
matter. I shall not have 
any horses trained here 
and I shall not run any 
horses here. It is not 
possible to race under 
such unscientific 
management,’" the Aga 




Khan explained. 

“The Jockey Club is an 
authority that 
administers the rules 
and discredits those who 
break them. Therefore 
they must be as 
competent as anyone in 
their field in the world. I 
am not convinced they 
are. 

“I felt very sad about 
arriving at my decision. 
Hove my racing in 
England and the 
possible prospect of 
never having another 
runner in the Derby 
causes a degree of hurt. 
But if, at the end of the 
day, English racing’s 
scientific management 
and disciplinary 
administration are 
improved then it will 
have been worthwhile. 

“The Jockey Club 
must apply the 
parameters of good 
scientific management 
that apply in other 
sports . The day they 
satisfy my scientists 
that they have done that, 
my horses will return to 
race in England.” 

He concluded: “We had 
already proved the flaws 
in the HFL testing 
procedures, which they 
admitted,after the case, 
were not as 

sophisticated, thorough 
and refined as those 
employed by my 
scientists.” 

The Jockey Club, in 
turn, simply responded; 
“The stewards have 
complete confidence in 
the testing procedures 
of the HFL and in the 
advice they receive from 
the Horseracing 
Scientific Committee. 
They regret that the Aga 
Khan has felt it 
necessary to remove his 
horses from the 
country.” 

Stalemate in a dispute 
where there were no 
winners, only losers. • 




LADIES GOLF 
CLUB 

CENTENARY 


I tivasUmeto 
'uncork the 

IrtUiebubb]^^^^. 
tikeoceaaion... the 
Calcutta i;«^Uies 
iE^Quhoti^rated Its 
4i«i^iinDaa^ eataoaitdy'. 

English 
Ali^Ecri^red the first 
1 dub foe the fairer 
j^^tlEh India, by 
canvas tent 
WCiiQsei it has always 
a rule that no 
/ibeRnanent stvictures are 


^jln^dan. TheCIXX; Lb 
jijiisaated in one of the 
IQMt heautiAil spots on 
l^maidanhalf 
iiQCmoealeci by tall trees 
now has a fairly 
UtUe nine-hcfle 
ngle'course near 
histoiioalFort 

the area was 
sia^oiieiy a croquet 
wh^ the ladies 
.trover they 

extended 
aotivlfy and. the 
ftdzn &e initial nine 
IpeB to the standard 18. 
the ladies ex^oyed 

e Measure a! pla^g 
^ roTUid of 18 only 
tl|l.,t?brld War n. For 
iiiiisrtheWar.the 
;4oplil|ary which took over 
itp^xhkidanaFea 
linidinbdtCB)]^ aninehold 
: nffj^df the club and 
ui^'ifthow it stands 


■Vjllfflisr the Fort 
fiQlffiain authoritiw had 
|^j^ihenodlal93l to 
. dlspi^ itinto a wooden 
•«diQd^dt»u4e«y 
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THE LADIES 


The wheele are there ' 
because the rules 
insisted that every tent 
onthemaidanbe 
‘moveable' objects. 

The club first came 
into prtHninence dtiring 
LordCurzon's 
VioeroySbip (and hie 
wife wasthe first lady to 
make a donation 
towards the tent}, when 
it hosted the Inaugural 
All India Ladies 
Amateur Golf 
Championship am: the 
OldCouTSBofthe 
Calcutta Golf C3ub. l44y 
Cumm and the wife of 
the Lieutenant Gov wnor 
of Bengal, Lady Fraser 
were very active 
members in tto first 
(haminansfaip'B SQooees. 
fitoiy. , 

In 1884 , the GLQC was 
aM^ted to the LadiM 
C^Unioa. l^lafe 
twenties saw the. 
mmnbenhipf^Lralto . 
saoix em esxtnnt the! the 
RoyalCale^itaO^^ub 
came td th^ fsabuej^ 
asking to 
the tourtuuiQB^ to ihe 


Believe it or 
not, in those 
days, drinking 
water had to 
be brought to 
the club from 
the RCGC 
pavilion 
across the 
road, while 
for washing 
and toilet 

B os^a 
iti’was 



new course granting 
them the use of the 
course thr^ days a 
week. The year 1958, 
probably was a year of 
record 

membership-nearly 450 
golfers, which included 
ladies of many 
nationalities. Believe it 
or not, in thoee days, 
drinking water h^ to be 
brought to the club from 
the RCGC pavilion 
across the road, while 
for washing and toilet 
purposes a ‘bhisti’ vms 
employed. However, the 
water problem was 
solved a couple of years 
later by the sinking of a ' 
tubewell. And the 
petromax lanterns 
wMch had given good . 
service to the'mchile” 
tentwemEokUyp'^otiL . ' ‘ 
in 1068 whh the . , . 

installaticmof 
vetectrioity. ' 

The ladles chib n^ ’ 'i; '^} \ 

'■ fn’C randBtmmanvia'rrrfHrtcr ' 

cdmiietttioni' ' ■ ' 'p?#’:-.-v'-' 

(QcmMGV'ftOti^, TV--'.. 

Butdwan ■; 








































ENGLISH SOCCER 


F.A.CUP 


Spurs Rule 


Despite 


Gascoigne’s 


injury and a 


missed 


penalty, 


Tottenham 


Hotspurs 


won 


the 


F.A. Cup 


I N England, there is 
a prophecy, an 
omen, saying or 
legend, call it what 
you will, that, “It’s lucky 
for Spurs when the year 
ends in one.” Historical 
evidence reveals that 
Tottenham Hotspur 
(nicknamed Spurs) had 
won the coveted P. A. 
Cupin 1901,1921,1961 
and 1981. Of their seven 
triumphs in the F.A. 
Cup, Spurs had won 
four in years ending in 
one. 

Fbrthe 1991 F.A. Cup 
final, the superstitious 
betted on Spurs, for 
obvious reasons. The 
form book however 
indicated a Forest 
victory. It became one of 
nature’s unresolved 
conflicts, rationality or 


















NOVY KAPADIA, LONDON 


superstition. Spurs 
defied every logic—from 
Gascoigne being 
stretched off to Lineker 
missing a penalty~to 
win. 

The 110th F.A. Cup 
final had added spice. It 
wasn’t just a football 
match between Spurs of 


North London and their 
Midland rivals, 
Nottingham Forest, but 
a personality clash 
between two of the 
foremost managers in 
England, Brian Clough 
and Terry Venables. 
Two contrasting but 
outstanding 


personalities. 

Yet^in this final, 
Clough was outrthought 
by Venables. The 
experience and greater 
commitment of Spurs 
enabling them to beat a 
young Forest team 
(average age 23 years) 
who froze on the 



occasion. Venables had 
two strategic 
masterstrokes; he 
started in the unusual 
4-5-1 formation. With a 
five man midfield he 
hoped to stifle Forest’s 
free flowing game. 

David Howell, an under 
21 international, 
shackled Forest’s main 
schemer Nigel Clough 
(the manager’s son) and 
Paul Stewart closely 
marked roving Roy 
Keane. 

When Spurs were a 
goal down, Venables 
changed tactics. Stewart 
moved up and played 
behind Lineker, like 
Baggio did with 
Schillaci in Italia ’90. 
These ploys bemused the 
young Forest team who 
could not cope with the 
pressure of the occasion, 
positional rotation and 
angled running of 
Spurs. 

Spurs’ victory was 
dramatic. The fans 
taking a cue from the 
Manchester Uni^ 
supporters at Rotterdam 
were as g^ood as gold and 
even wished each other 
“Cheers mate.” 
Ultimately it was the 
year of Spurs and 
amongst the singing 
fans the song heard in 
the tubes and buses at 
the end, was the club 
song. “Tottenham, 
Tottenham/No one can 
stop themAVe won’t give 
up/Until we’ve brought 
the cup/Back home to 
White Hart Lane. ” Or 
the more melodious 
“Que sera, sera, 
whatever will be, will be, 
we’ve won the Cup at 
Wembley, Wembley.” 

Spurs are now the 
most successful club in 
the history of the 
world’s oldest football 
tournament, having 
won it eight times. 






‘, TIm entire Europeon 
competition is b<i<Hy in 
need of iitHriities which 
English hove given it 
p luring the post ^ 
Iheslx yeorf 
without l^glish clubs 
hove ftriously devalued 
the Oip tournoments 
; depriv^g them of 
ilciniim omd pwx 


E urope’s premier club 
tournament will get a 
major blood transfusion 
when Arsenal, the new 
English champions, take 
their well-organised team 
to the depleted European Cup next 
season. 

It comes not a moment too soon. 
for the entire European 
competition is badly in need of 
qualities which the English have 
given it during the past 30 years 
Many Continental critics believe 
that the six years without English 
clubs—after the Heysel disaster of 
1985—has seriously devalued the 
three cup tournaments, depriving 
them of stamina, commitment and 
pace. 

Those qualities enabled 
Liverpool to win so many trophies 
and dominate the European cup 
for several years. 

However, Liverpool tliis .season 
were not at their best And 
champions Arsenal are a 
functional side, who badly lack 
true flair. 

Neither of these two teams can 
compare with the splendid 
Liverpool teams in which Kenny 
Dalglish and Graeme Souness 
were such shining stars 
But European club soccer does 


need an injection of English clubs. 
If in doubt simply look how the 
mighty have fallen. 

Milan, who looked set to 
dominate the European Cup much 
as Liverpool once did, have sadly 
fallen to pieces this season. Well 
before they failed to overcome 
Marseille at San Siro, then were 
beaten by them in France — 
absurdly misbehaving themselves 
in the bargain. It was clear that 
their spark had gone. 


The zonal defence with its 
“pressing" was no longer working 
as well. Arrigo Sacchi, the 
dominating, clever little manager, 
was at odds with his famous 
Dutch centre forward, Marco Van 
Basten, who was sick of standing 
alone upfield waiting for the ball 
to come, at the mercy of ruthless 
opponents, rather than being 
allowed to drop back and join in 
the play. 

Ruud Gullit, after all the trials 
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and tribulations of his several 
knee operations, was rarely the 
majestically decisive player he 
had been a couple of seasons 
earlier, even if there were days 
when he looked superb. 

Carlo Ancelotti, the fulcrum of 
the midfield, was fading with age 
and injury. Roberto Donadoni, the 
clever, deep, versatile right 
winger, was a martyr to injury, 
too. 


All credit to Marseille, all credit 
to Red Star Belgrade for winning 
the European Cup Pinal. But it 
must be significant that France 
and Yugoslavia have played only a 
marginal part in the history of 
this competition. Partizan 
Belgrade reached the final in 
1966, Saint Etienne in 1976. Each 
lost. 

Even last season’s Milan, let 
alone the Milan of a couple of 
years ago. would I believe, have 
seen off Marseille 

The French club are a bright 
and lively team, and one must 
take no credit away from that 
astonishing veteran, the Belgian 
Raymond Goethals, who took over 
from PTanz Beckenbauer a 
demoralised team in mid-season, 
and m no time at all had it 
thriving and winning again. 

Chns Waddle, whose £4.5 
million transfer seemed so 
excessive when Spurs sold him, 
has turned into the outstanding 
European match-winner of the 
season. 

He scored the goal which 
knocked out Milan, fashioning 
others in the semi-final against 
Moscow’s Spartak, impressing 
everybody except, it seems, the 
unpredictable Graham Taylor, 
new team manager of England, 
who left him out of his squad 
against Turkey in Izmir then 
i-ecalled him to face the Soviet 
Union. 

Jean-Pierre Papin has been 
immensely penetrative and 
dangerous all season, for club and 
country. Pele, the Ghanaian who 
adopted the name of the great 
Brazilian, has fully rewarded 
Goethals’ faith in him, an attacker 
who goes virtually where he likes 
and ^ways does something 
special. But this seems to me a 
very giood team, rather than a 
great one. 

Red Star are throbbing with 


talent. At least three of their 
players are coveted by nearly all 
the rich clubs in Europe. The 
blond 22-year-old Robert 
Prosinecki is a midfield attacker 
of consummate skill, flair and 
constructive ability. Darko 
Pancev, the centre-forward, has 
emerged as a finisher of renown. 
The other young midfielder, 
Savicevic, is little behind 
Prosinecki in skill and craft. 

But what heavy weather Red 
Star made of their return leg 
semi-final at home to Bayern, how 
fortunate they eventually were to 
come through, on that strange, 
sliced own goal by Klaus 
Augenthaler, and how 
monumentally their keeper let 
them down, when Bayern scored 
their first The Red Star defence, 
even with as elegant a stopper as 
the Rumanian international, 
Belodedici, looked full of holes. 

Manchester United are to be 
congratulated on winnings 
European final, the Cup Winners, 
on the first occasion since 1985 
when English teams have been 
back in Europe 

Still, what can be said about a 
team like Sampdoria? They set a 
hot pace in the Italian 
Championship, and were 
eliminated by Legia, a team so 
httle-rated in Poland that before 
the ties against “Samp” a leading 
Warsaw paper begged it not to 
compete, for fear of bringing 
shame on Polish football. . 

Juventus, winners last year of 
the UEFA Cup, have been a 
wretchedly ineffective side under 
the management of Gigi Maifredi 
this season, despite spending 
millions on new stars. 

Yet they gave Barcelona a hard 
nm for their money in the 
semi-finals after being well beaten 
away, with Stoichov the 
Bulgarian striker proving 
irrepressible. # 
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QUESTIONS Hi 

1 ‘Who writes 
, your bloody 
scriirt?’ Who is the 
^}eaker and about 
whom was this 
remark made? 

2 What was 
• unique about a 
golf baU hit in 
l^bruary 1971 that 
the club with which 
it was hit was later 
presented to the 
U.S.GA. Museum? 


3 .What 
was 

unusual about 
Elizabeth Ryan’s 
record of 19 
Wimbledon titles? 

CkaiservativeMP 
and sports minister 
ColinMoyniham 
win a silver medal 
for Britain in the 
10SO Oljimpios? 


ANSWERS 


1. Graham Gooch to Ian Botham, after Botham 
took a wicket with his first ball on returning to Test 
cricket after his ban in 1986. 

2. It was struck on the moon—first time. 

3. All were doubles titles. 

4. Rowing. 

5. Policeman 

6. Jabalpur, India 

7. George Foreman. 

8. Polo, about five hectares. 

9. Everton Weeks. 

10. London, 1948. 

11. Wrestling, Archery, Chess. 

12. Darts. 

13. Because at least one of these colours appear 
in the flag of every nation of the world. 


TwsooizmsBrai 

CORnLQIBY: 

SHMKEKCHMIillU^ 
N0.18,MUJIUy0IIT, 
ST. THOMAS TOWN. 


All answars sent in by the conttibulor 
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inil time {Murtasrof 
Jayne Torvill in the 
ioe skatii^ world? 

6 Wharewa»; 

• shocdeer 
supposed to l^ve 
been play^ first? 

7 Whole the 
• oni^ US boxer 
tohavewcm, 
ddEiended and lost 
his title outside 
USA? 

S Whichi^e 
• requiresthe 
burgestarea? 

9 Which former 
, W.I. cricket 
captain 
became bridge 
champion of 
Barbados in 1984? 

H In Which 

XU e Olympics 
were competitors 
housed in RAF and 
Army Camps? 

n The 

♦ following is 
notalaiin 
declension, but the 
nameofawmrld 


body—FIDE. Name 
the sport. 

4 rt Inwhk:^ jr' 
X ^ « gaaaie do y^ 
find the sequence 
of 7-3-19-7-8? 

i O An Olympic: 
•L tjp • Aa? 
oomdstsofS rings. 
which iiqniesmit 
the:llvetx>atinents , 









THE FALDO FORMULA 






Be careful to 
KEEP YOURHEAO 
BEHINOTXeeALL 
AT IMPACT. 



Think of your swing 

AS JUST THAT-ASWING 
IMAGINE YOUR HITTING 
AREA AS 6&NG 
EIGHTEEN INCHES 
EITHER SIDE OF THE 
BALL. 


Your aim should be td simply have 

YOUR au8 COLLECT THE BALL AS IT 
PASSES. THERE SHOULD BE LITTLE OR 
NO SENSATION OF YOU HITTING AT 
THE BALL. 



IHMTE UCARO 
^CAAASK 
WHYBerHER 
WIIKTMBSWINO 
ArruYNEBAaNAS 
C^OME. BUTTHE FOLLO 
THROU6H BHOULO NOT 
BE NEOLECreD. 


A 







RY TO MAKE THE CUIBHEAO 
FOLLOW THE BALt,TH» WILL 
ENEURE THAT THE SWING 
HAS BEEN HADE FROM THE 
I I I ' . ' " I INSIDE. 




\t 



At THE FINISH THE 
rOUOWTHAOU&H 
SHOOLO RESEMBLE 
THE TOP OF THE 
BACKSWINfi.ONLt 
IN REVERSE. 


OlST.tV MIA rfATuilfli 


























ROUNDUP 



fliHE districts yet again proved 
JL that they were the cradle of 
talented players in the state when 
the Children’s Little Theatre (CLT) 
table tennis championships threw 
up as many as three title winners 
and all from the districts. 

The credit goes to the Bengal 
Table Tennis Association (BTTA). 
The BTTA’s well-organised camps 
under trained coaches have done a 
world of good. It was, therefore, 
not surprising when someone 
called Mantu Ghosh from Siliguri 
became the national women’s 
champion at a tender age. 

Naihati Athletic Club’s Tapasi 
Chakraborty, Mithu Pal and 
Souvik Basu Roy from Siliguri 
came out best in their respective 
sections of the CLT meet at the 
Khudiram Anusilan Kendra. The 
Calcutta-based winners included 


Sibaji Dutta, younger brother of 
state player Arjun Dutta and 
Souvik Roy. 

But the final day belonged to a 
tiny girl from Chandannagore. 
Anindita Ganguly may have come 
out second best in the cadet girls’ 
final, but the older Tapasi 
required all her experience to 
quell the challenge of the little 
girl. Anindita lost 21-17,21-9, but 
she earned quite a few admirers 
with her powerful game. 

South Calcutta’s Abanti Sinha 
was swept away by the whiplash 
forehand smashes of Siliguri’s 
Mithu Pal. The tall girl, who 
finished runners-up last year in 
the sub-jvinior girls’ final, thus 
improved on her last showing by 
winning the title with a 19-21, 
21-18,21-13 scoreline. 

The third winner from the 
district was Souvik Basu Roy in 
the sub-junior boy’s section. He 
defeated his name-sake from 
Calcutta 21-13,21-16. 

The cadet boys’ final was an 
all-Calcutta affair. Sibaji versus 


Champions; (from left) Tapasi 
Chakraborty, Mithu Pal, SibaJi 
Dutta and Souvik Basu Roy 

Souvik Roy Chowdhury. Both 
played their level best and at the 
end, the winner was 
distinguished by the number of 
errors committed. Sibaji won the 
evening’s most well contested 
encounter 26-28,21-15,21-15. 
SoumHraBose 



iflHE curtains of yet another 
J, extended CAB cricket season 
ended with the J.C. Mukherjee 
Trophy. Though the month of 
May was not the best time for 
three-day games, the J.C. 
Mukherjee Trophy, one of the 
main CAB tournaments, was a 
good contest all the way. 

Eventual champions Mohun 
Bagan, who had simdved a major 
scare against CAB Red in the 
semi-finBls, thus ended the season 






on a happy note. Mohun Bagan 
had won almost all the local titles 
at stake in the last few years. But, 
that domination was gone as they 
lost out in the race for the league 
and the knockout titles this 
season . With Bagan clinching 
the P.Sen Trophy, that 
disappointment was gone, and for 
them the J.C. Mukherjee title was 
like the icing on a cake. 

Mohun Bagan’s opponents in 
the title round were Aryan, the 
league champions this year. 
Sporting Union lost by six wickets 
in an entertaining match to pave 
the way for Aryan in the final. 

Mohim Bagan, on the other 
hand made a dramatic entry. 
Trailing by 107 runs in the first 
innings, they came back to beat 
CAB ^d by four wickets in a 
semi-final match which the CAB 
team never expected to lose. 

But as it turned out in the final 
the new format of the J.C. 
Mukherjee meet (in the lines of the 
Buchi Babu tournament where the 
first innings is of 80 overs a-side 
and the second, a 40 overs-a-side 
affair) could not throw up a clear 
winner. Mohun Bagan won 
because first the weather and then 
the elections butted into the final 
days’ proceedings. 

Aryan won the toss and Mohun 

Mohun Braan were the winners 
of the J.C. Mukherjee Trophy 


Bagan were asked to bat on a 
docile Eden Gardens strip. The 
Aryan medium-pacers could not 
exploit the slightly sweaty 
conditions and in the 33 overs that 
were possible on the first day of 
the three-day encounter, Mohun 
Bagan were 103 for one with 
veteran Moloy Banerjee not out on 
79. 

Arun Lai stole the limelight on 
the second day with a masterly 
170. Resuming at the overnight 
score of 14, Lai went on in his own 
unmistakable style. He plundered 
runs at will and his third fifty of 
the innings came in breathtaking 
fashion. 

With rain robbing the match of 
crucial time, an imposing total 
would only be of importance. 
Mohun Bagan sat pretty at 367 for 
six at the end of the alloted 80 
overs. Aryan batted 25.5 overs on 
the second day. It was a sedate 
start as all of 86 runs were got of 
them and they had even lost a 
wicket. 

Aryan's target on the final day 
was a clear 282 from 54 overs. But 
like many times in this season, Lai 
became a off-spin bowler and 
Pronob Nandy once again 
ensnared the powerful batting 
line-up with his friendly 
leg-spin . Between Lai and 
Nandy, they shared six wickets as 
Aryan managed 286 for eight as 


S ' —T —n 
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the 80 overs ran out. 

Veteran Dilip Dutta remained 
not out on 70 and noteworthy 
contributions came from Prasanta 
Ghosh (68) and Farasatullah (63), 
but the run-chase became too 
difficult once the middle-order 
collapsed. 

Soumitra Bose 



T hings are looking up for 
Indian table tennis. In the 
recently concluded 
Commonwealth and World 
championships, the Indian men's 
and women's squads performed 
very well. At Nairobi, the two 
teams were runners— up in the 
team events while the ci'owning 
glory was Kamlesh Mehta 
finishing runner-up in the men's 
singles event—the first Indian to 
do so since Kasim All in 1971. 

A.S if to prove that this was no 
fluke, the squad also did well in 
the tougher competition of the 
world championship, The men 
improved from the 32nd position 
to 26th while the women jumped 
from 31 St to the 23rd. 

In its own small way, Tamil 
Nadu made a significant 
contribution to India’s good 
showing. For the first time, three 
of the nine members Indian squad 
were from Tamil Nadu S. 

Raman, Chelan Baboor, B 
Bhuvaneshwari. Of course this 
resulted from the fact that Tamil 
Nadu itself has been doing well on 
the national scene. In the Jaipur 
nationals Raman finished 
runner-up to Kamlesh Mehta 
while Bhuvana was runner-up to 
Mantu Ghosh. The men’s team 
finished second in the team event 
while Raman and Bhuvana 
claimed the mixed doubles title. 

There are rea.sons behind the 
good showing of the players For 
instance there is an excellent 
rapport in the state between 
players and officials. 

And then there is a broad base 
for the game. Out of quantity 
comes quality And fully aware of 
the importance of a broad - based 


REUVCENEWS 



programme, two of the finest 
players the State has produced, G. 
Jagannath and V. Chandrasekhar 
have spared no efforts m tackling 
the game at the grass root level 
and making it a popular mass 
movement. 

Jagannath, now 46, is a former 
India captain and has enough 
experienceasacoach, having 
trained the Indian team from 1979 
to 1985. Lately, he has turned his 
attention to coaching poor slum 
boys. Besides sharpening their 
skills, the training gives them a 
chance to stay away from 
anti-social activities. 

Recently Jagannath, an Arjuna 
Award winner, was engaged by 
the Table Tennis Players Parents 
Association (TTPPA) to conduct a 
coaching camp. The TTPPA in a 
short period of a year’s existence 
has earned a name for itself for 
successfully conducting two 
major school tournaments last 
year to supplement the efforts of 
the Tamil Nadu Table Tennis 
Association. 

In the just concluded camp, 
about 40 players from Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Andhra and Goa 
attended. Jagannath was assisted 
by State coaches Srinivasa Rao 


Players taking part In the table 
tennis training camp 

and Muralidhara Rao. 

The skills of the young boys and 
girls were no doubt sharpened by 
the 20-day camp, a feature of 
which was the physical training 
schedule conducted by former 
international volleyball player R 
Manoharan. Jagannath also 
emphasised that he would prepare 
follow-up programmes for every 
trainee and that it would be 
mandatory for every trainee to 
follow his instructions once the 
camp was over. “Otherwise little 
purpose would be served in 
organising such camps,” he 
explained to Sportsworld. 

Chandra a three-time former 
national champion and also 
former Indian captain is a 
relatively new entry into the field 
of coaching. But in the short span 
of about two years, he has already 
earned a name for himself as a 
technically knowledgable coach 
who enjoys a good rapport with 
his wards. Raman. Chetan and 
Bhuvana are his students as also 
otherState ranked players like 
Deepa Lakshumanan, M.S. 
Mythili, Arul Selvi, and J. 


Premkumar. 

Also aware of the importance of 
abroad based programme. 

Chandra recently conducted a 
coaching camp in the city for 
about 40 boys and girls from 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra, Karnataka, 
Orrisa and Maharashtra. He also 
had a separate camp for 
beginners. 

At the conclusion of the camp 
Chandra, with sponsorship from 
Indian Bank, conducted a two day 
All-India tournament in which 
many Indian ranked players 
participated. Sujay Ghorpade, 
former national champion won 
the men’s singles title while 
Archana Rao of Karnataka took 
the women’s singles title. The 
total prize money was Rs. 36,000 
with the men's winner getting Rs. 
7,000 and the women’s winner Rs. 
5,000. 

Both Jagannath and Chandra 
felt that such regular coaching 
camps by eminent personalities all 
over the country would go a long 
way towards building a nmss 
movement for the game-and 
perhaps towards a further 
upswing in the fortunes of Indian 
TT. 

Partsb Ramchand 







KARATE 


I THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND | 
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C ARRYING on With 
the advanced wrist 
stren^ening 
techniques we were 
on, this week try placing 
your hanas on the floor, 
fingers turned toward 
you. Remember, you’ve 
got to be very supple to 
attempt this because the 
stretch placed on the 
tendons and ligaments 
is acute. 

Once you’ve achieved 
that much flexibility and 
strength, try doing 
push-ups on the edge of 
your pklm. In fact, once 
you’ve got this push-up 


mastered, try pushing 
your upper body off the 
floor everytime you 
straighten your arms. 
But be very careful to 
attempt this only once 
you’ve become very 
steady on the edge of 
your palms. 

And finally, try doing 
push-ups on the backs of 
your wrist. Required for 
the wrist 

blows— kokeaa—Vised in 
advanced stages, this 
strengthens the wrist 
and toughens it. 

ByShivaJiGanguty 
Kyokushinkalkan karate 



























Revive the fiue 


MAILBAG 





A ny institution which 

evolves through the ages, to 
serve a noble purpose, has to 
disintegrate one time or the 
other. Sport is no exception. And 
the way drugs have infiltrated 
this sacred arena just proves the 
point. The arrest of demi-god 
Diego Maradona for possession 
and use of cocaine has left a black 
spot in the history of sport that 
will take real long to be erased. 
Even though we go all out and 
blame these players mercilessly, 
are we not to blame at all for this 
state of affairs in sports? 

We, the spectators, place a lot of 
pressure on the players by 
expecting them to perform at 
optimum levels in all their 
matches. If in a particular match a 
player is not at his best then the 
spectators will not forgive him 
bwause the public memory is 
short lived. This psychological 
pressure mounted on the players 
by the spectators, leads to a state 
of acute depression and to get 
away from these tensions they 
resort to drugs. 

Sport in today’s world has 
become so very competitive that 
there is enormous pressure on the 
players and we the spectators 
should not add to that. We should 
take to sport as a method for 
recreation and should redefine the 
concept of professionalism in 
sport. 

If we don’t want drugs to rear 
its ugly head in sport then we 
should also make sure that we 
delete the vandalism and some of 
the unnecessary competitiveness 
that we demand from the players. 

C. TAMIL THIRUMOZHIAN, 

New Delhi 

Thanks 

S PORTSWORLD once again 
lived up to its reputation by 
giving us the complete picture of 
the Ranji Trophy. Thanks a ton for 
the poster of Sanjay Manjrekar. 

India's 25-year-old batting 
sensation wrote a new chapter in 



the national level history when he 
scored the swashbuckling triple 
century. Facing the bat of 
Manjrekar that day was indeed a 
nightmare for the bowlers. We 
cricket lovers surely did enjoy 
that scintillating innings from his 
bat. 

VASVIVERMA 

Amazing ■■■■■HBHMHiHi 

T he spectacular comeback of 
Ian Botham was indeed 
amazing. Not only was it amazing 
it was certainly pleasing for the 
fans of this die-hard cricketer. 

Let’s hope that he can surpass the 
legendary Sir Richard Hadlee’s 
record, and that he goes on to 
become the best allrounder the 
game has ever produced. 
SHANTANU SHANKAR. 

GiricUh 

Superb ■■■■■■■■■■■■■I 

T he article on Sachin Tendulkar 
(15-21 May) was simply superb 
and Robin Chatterjee did a good 


job. Sachin has the talent, the 
mentality and the technique to 
become one of the greatest batting 
maestros in the game. Here’s 
wishing Sachin all the best for a 
very bright future. 

RAVI PRASAD. 

Mangalore. 

T he cover story on Sachin 
Tendulkar was nothing less 
than fantastic. The pictures and 
the writing really gave one a new 
perspective about this wonder 
boy. The maturity that he displays 
is about the rarest thing to come 
across in modern day sport. It is 
real good news to Indian cricket 
that he has not let fame get to his 
head. The moment he lets fame 
and superstardom get the better of 
him is going to be the darkest day 
for Indian cricket. Let us hope 
that he concentrates on the game 
and leads India on to much 
greater heights. 
MAHESHSAWANT. 

Jahia. 









SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BY NASH ANDZULLO 






me V^T¥RM AMATEOR, (GOLFERS 
FRANK smWAMAN ANPSMlUYQUtCK TOOK 
B^RT VNOME OF -mE MXJTMEAN-SRRnEP OHAMP- 
lOlNSMlPAVVltHESBa^. 0QMBARPlNi& EACH 
CJmERWlTH ^^i9aUTS/tf«?•THREAT50FPMf§,\CAU 
VIOLEMCE, ■aCGOUFEfSfsrooP IN THE UINE 
OF EACH omER'3 RjnS, MCNEX? AgOJT JOST AS 
THE OTHER \AiA6 PUTT1N6} ANP J\N6UEP CHAN6E 
IN THEIR POCKETS ON THE CPFONENT'S EACK- 
5VJlN(b/ STRANAHAN^ l2-RDOr PUnT\N SODDEN 
PEATH' PUTAUENPTOTHBReCRRfFERRJRMANCE. 



REK CAUPWEIL'S CAPDIE SMOOUP HAVE RE- 
CEWEP COMBAr RaY-CRATLEAST A PURPLE 
HEART-FDUjOW\N 6 THE 1987 AT<¥r PEBBLE 
BEACH NATIONAI-PRD-AM. BACK-TD-BACK 

embarrassn&accidenb occurred when 

CAWea. FIRSTNAWJEPCADDIE "LOST LEE“ 
5TEHL.E INTHE CHEST WITH A RlCOCHEfSHOr 
OFF THE BRASCH OF ATJ^, AND THEN AC- 
OIPENTAUUI' SHACKED HIM INTHE FACE WiTH 
ms WED&E VHIUE StAAAMlNIbTHE 6U0e> 
PC^N INTO Hfe(30UF 


WON: By England the friendly match against the 
Soviet Union. They defeated the visitors 3-1. 

David Platt incidentally scored two of the three 
goals. 

REQUESTED: By the Australian Medical 
Association, to the organisers of the 
Commonwealth Games to ban boxing from the 
Games. The reason advanced was that the sport 
caused widespread brain damage. 

ANNOUNCED: By the Sharsha Corporation of Dubai, 
a E 123,000 bonus to the West Indian team if they 
defeated England 5-0 in the Tests. 

ACQUITTED: Carl Lewis of the drunken driving 
charges that were slammed on him after he was 
arrested on Jan 11 in Houston. 

FINALISED: The deal between Italian club Laaio and 
Tottenham for Gascoigne. The Italian club paid 
the stipulated £8.5million. 

LOST: By Ben Johnson the first lOCm race he ran 
since 1988. He came fifth in this race run in 
Granada, Spain, with a timing of 10.54 secs. 

WON: By Greg Richardson of the U S. A,the WBC 
bantamweight title when he defeated Victor 
Rabanales of Mexico in a 12 round bout. 

WON: By India, the three Test hockey series 
against Spain. India won the series 2-1. 









QUIZ/CHESS/BIIIDQE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

I 1. What does ‘switch' mean in 
i volleyball? 

2. The yellow jersey, we know, 
distinguishes the race leader in 
Tourde France. But what is the 
‘pink jersey'‘? 

3. What IS the five-minute rule in 
golf? 

4. What is the Swaythling Club? 

ANSWERS 

1. A move in which the backline 
player moves to the net after 
service so that all frontline players 
can take part in smash. 

2. Obviously an imitation of the 
French idea, it distinguishes the 
race leader in Giro d’ltalia. 

3. A player is allowed five minutes 
for searching a lost ball. 

4. A social club for former table 
tennis international of all 
countries. 

CHESS 

Boris Gelfand (22) is another of 
the new wave heroes of chess. 

Over the last three years he has an 
amazingly consistent record 
which has pushed his rating over 
the 2700 mark recently. Gelfand's 
is very well prepared in the 
opening and has an all round 
game. But his real strength is his 
character. He has tremendous 
sporting qualities always playing 
to win and coming from behind on 
a number of occasions. Most 
recently in the Candidates match 
with Predrag Nikolic. 

White: Vaganyan Vs Black. 
Gelfand. USSR, ‘90, Super 
League. 

I d4 Nf6 2 c4 K6 3 Ng 3 Bg7 4 e4 d6 5 Nf3 
0-0 6 Be2 e5 7 0-0 Nc6 8 d5 Ne7 9 Nd2 a510 
a3 BdTl This gains a tempo on the 
main line King’s Indian le i 0—c5 
1 IRbl Ne8 because white has to 
play b3 first, 

II b3-Ne812 Rbl c513 b4 ab414 ab4 b615 
bc5 bc516 Nb31517 (3 NIB 18 Bd214 The 
battir lines are drawn. White goes 
for his q-side break while black 
goes for the king. 

19 Nb5 Nc8 20 Ral Rxal 21 Qxal |{5 22 OaB 
|Pe7 23 Na5 g4 24 Ne6 Q17 25 Nb8 (see 
^diagram) g31 Black has to keep 


punching before his light squared 
bishop is eliminated. Now 26 h3 
Bxh3 27 gh3 Qh5 28 Ki2 Nxe4 29 
Bel Ng5 30 Rhl e4 would be a 
nice thematic finish. 

26 Nxd7 gh2 27 Khl? White has to go 
27 Kxh2 Nxd7 28 Nc7 Bf6 29 Ne6 
Bh4 30 g4 with a dynamic 
position. 

27—Qxd7 28Qc6Qd829Ral. 

Interesting is 29 Nc7 Nh5 30 Bel 
Ne7 31 Qb7 Qd7 and black will 
win apiece. 

29-Nh5 30 Bel Ng3 31 Bxg3 tgS 32 Nc7 
Ne7 33 ab7 QbS 34 Rbl 0x07 35 Rxb7 Ng6 36 
Bdl B16 37 Bc2 Nf4 38 Ra7 RbS. Now an 
entertaining possibility is 39 Ra8 
Rxa8 40 Nxa8 Bd8 “stalemating” 
white and winning as he pleases. 

39 Nb5 h5 40 Nd6 Rd2 41 Nf5 Rxc2. 

Even more accurate would be 
41--h4! 42 Nc3 Rxc2 

42 Nxg3 h4 43 NfS h3 45 gh3 Nxh3 45 d6 
Rd2 46 Nh6 Kf8 47 RtT Ke8 48 d7 Kd8 
White is hoping for 48—Rxd7 49 
Rxf6 Right now 49 Rxf6 Nf2 50 
Kxh2 Nxe4 picking up the rook 
with a discovery Similarly 
Ng4xe5 is also stopped by 
discovered checks. 

49 Ng4 Be7 50 Nx]i2 Rdl 51 Kg2 Nt4 52 
KC Bh4 (0-1) Its checkmate after 53 
Ke3Rd3. 

Oevangshu Dirtta 



In a previous column I had 
presented a hand on which the 
famous Italian Benito Garozzo, 
considered by many to be the 
greatest player of all time, had 
managed, with the aid of a 
falsecard, to veer declarer away 
from the winning line into 
adopting a losing one. It seems 
that he finds the right faisecards 


with the same frequency as we 
locate queens in two-way 
finessing situations. Here is 
another gem from him in the same 
Sunday Times pairs:- 

NORTH (dummy) 

♦ A43 

» 753 

♦ K98S 
A63 

EAST 

♦ J7 

« KQ 1096 2 

♦ Q74 
10 7 

SOUTH 

« K 1086S 

« Je 

♦ A3 

4 K54 2 

American world champion Jeff 
Meckstroth declared in three 
spades from the South seat after 
showing both black suits. 

Garozzo. East, had overcalled in 
hearts but even so West, Billy 
Eisenberg. led the diamond jack 
Declarer’s winning line is normal 
good technique and “duck soup" 
to a player of Mecjkstroth’s 
caliber—cash the spade ace, give 
up a club right away, cash the 
trump king on recovering the lead 
and then cash the top clubs and 
ruff the last club, losing only one 
club, two hearts and a 
trump— provided East defends 
like a normal human being 
Something happened 

though.when the spade ace was 

cashed, Garozzo, true to form, 
dropped the jack ! Taking this to 
be a singleton, Meckstroth saw 
that the original plan would not 
help. So, changing tacks, he 
ruffed a diamond in hand, cashed 
the top clubs ending on the table, 
and ruffed the last diamond. With 
KlO of spades and two losing 
clubs left in hand, he then exited 
in clubs, waiting for West, with 
Q97 of trumps and a club left, to 
have to win the third club and lead 
away from the Q97 of trumps into 
his KlO or else ruff the next trick 
perforce (while South would get 
rid of his fourth club) and lead 
away from the Q9 into his KlO. 
However, this smart plan went 
awry when West won the third 
club and played back a fourth 
club. East producing the seven of 
trumps to overruff and West still 
had a trump trick to come! 

Santanu.Ghess 


WEST 

4 092 
4 A4 
4 J 10 6 2 
4 QJ9B 
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THE SPORTSWORLD 
WIMBLEDON ’91 
PREDICTION CONTEST 


All you have to do is tick which you think is the correct answer to the 
five questions below, fill in the coupon and send in your entry 


The questions 


1. Will Becker and Edberg clash in the finals again tbis year? 

□ Yes 

□ No 

2. Wiii Martina Navratiiova win a tenth singles title? 

□ Yes ■ 

□ No 

3. Will Ivan Lendl win his first Wimbledon title? 

□ Yes 
D No 

4. How far will Steffi Graf get? 

□ WfnthetfHe ^ 

p Lose in finals 

□ Lose In semi finals 

P tosb before semi finals 

■“ ■ p’-Edberg 

'^P lAffiil '"■•'.'A "■ I 

'' THESPORTSWORLO WIMBLEI 

- .□ Mmmonieinfe : ? j contest 


Aii entries must 

1. besenltoSporlsworld- 
Wimbledon Contest, 

6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, 
Calcutta 700001. 

2. reach us before June 22nd, 

3- be accompanied by a coupon 
Any entry without a coupon wii.' 
be invalid. 

The Editor's decision is final. 




THE SPORTSWORLO'WIMBLEOON PREDICTION 
CONTEST 

6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700001 


Full Address: 








PECIAL FEATURE 



OH, WHAT A 
FEELING!! 



Ill .S[X)rt i!!«■ arenas a 1 i aronnci tlie 
woi'ld. IJiere i.s an ('vcm' increasing’ 
explosion ol' I'rraizy all the tiiiKC 
I'd’enzy shown liy players; frenzy 
sliown by spectators. In an 
nic’i’caisinyiy complex and 
competitive w'orld. the moment of 
; rniinpfi seems to be the ideal 
t ime to yive vmit to your emotaans 


F reeze this scene; Rene Higuita, the 

Colombian goalkeeper is forty yards away 
from his goal, the ball at his feet. His face 
looks utterly confident, almost arrogant. 
Higuita passes the ball to a fbllow Colombian, 
who on being challenged by a Cameroonian, 
returns it to Higuita. Suddenly, an awesome 
tragedy. Roger Milla pounces on thb ball, sneaks 
past Higfulta and is running towards the empty 
goal. 

There is nobody to stop him. Higuita turns 
back and rtms desperately to catch up but it is 
just too late. With a contemptuous flick of his 











Society Is getting 
increasingiy regimented 
and people have less and 
less opportunity to let 
down their hair. But in a 
stadium, a spectator can 
shout and yell in a sort of 
harmless frenzy 


right foot, Roger Milla slams the ball into the 
empty net--GOAL! The man is shaking with joy. 
His mouth is open in a wide gap-toothed smile; 
his fists fire punching the air and then he does a 
small hip wriggle. Then he breaks into a run, to 
the corner flag and breaks into a prolonged hip 
wriggle. The stadium erupts in frenzy. 

Roger Milla became world famous with this 
distinctive hip wriggle. There was something 
free about it: there was something child-like 
about it; there was something irreverent about 
it—an irreverence of authority and an irreverence 
of the opponent. 




And increasingly, in modern sport, public 
gestures of victory are getting more and more 
common. As the pressure i ncreases on the 
sp( ,rtsman because of intense rivalries, money, 
the spotlight of television and crowd pressures, 
he feels all bottled up. The strain is too much. 
Thus, when the moment of victory comes, there is 
a chance to explode, to give vent to all the 
suppressed emotions that are churning inside 
him. 

Vignettes: Boris Becker flinging a racket into 
the stands after yet another Wimbledon victory; 
Stefan Edberg punching the air In ecstacy; Bjorn 
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Borg falling to his knees, his eyes skyward, in a 
gesture of relief after he wins his fifth 
Wimbledon; lx)tthar Matthaeus running down 
the football field, his arms aloft, his mouth wide 
open in a loud scream after scoring a World Cup 
goal; Sebastian Coe, his right finger upraised, 
neck muscles bulging after his sensational win 
over Steve Ovett in the 1500m at the '80 Moscow 
Olympics. 

To the spectator, there is something alluring 
about this extravagant display of emotion. He 
experiences a vicarious pleasure in the triumph 
of the player. As Desmond Morris wrote in The 


The more sports 
pervades the 
consciousness of the 
modern era, the more 
there will be this 
unconscious pressure 
from spectator to player 
to respond forcefully. As 
Morris says, The 
Triumph Display is here 
to stay’. 


Soccer Tribe. ‘Such 
gestures bring 
nothing but 
joy to all concerned 


and certainly appears to do noharm.’ 

Society is getting increasingly regimented and 
people have less and less opportunity to let down 
their hair. There is no chance to let off steam. But 
at a stadium, a spectator can shout and yell in a 
sort of harmless frenzy. And he looks towards the 
player to give the cue. When a player poxmds the 
air with his fist, it is the sign for the spectator to 
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MUSCLE 

ONtHE 

HUSTLE 


L ast week we d 
started off a 
fitness 

programme whicli 
was custom built for the 
jet-set business 
traveller. One where you 
could crank those 
muscles into motion 
without the frills of a 
gym or jogging track. 
Sure you do your 
push-ups and sit-ups. 
But are those good for 
overall total body 
fitness? 

No way. That’s why 
we think this 'anytime, 
anyplace workout’ is 
just what the doctor 
ordered for you hectic 
tourers. Just set aside a 
few minutes—at any 
time during the 
day—and try to squeeze 
in these simple 
exercises. You could be 
in your hotel room, in a 
receptionist’s chamber 
(although we don’t 
recommend the more 
vigorous ones unless 
you’re used to people 
fainting at the sight of 
you!) or even in the 
departure lounge while 
waiting for Indian 
Airlines to get their act 
together. 


FEET. You've gotta be 
standing for this one. 
Place the hands on your 
hips, feet together, and 
go up onto your toes 
TTien lower your heels 
back to the floor and 
rock back onto your 
heels. Come back to levei 
and start again. This’ll 
work the calves and 
ankles. 

BICEPS. This one's for 
those muscles you flex 
every time you get 
tough. The ones you flex 
every time you’re trying 
to impress someone with 
your tough look. Stand 
with your arms held out 
to your sides, slightly 
above shoulder-height. 
Tlien, tighten the entire 
arm, making the hands 
into flexed fists, and 
bend the arms into the 
classic muscle pose. 
Then, keeping the 
tension in your arms, 
slowly straighten them 
out again to the starting 
position. 

OUTER THIGHS. Lie on 
your side with the legs 
out straight, the elbow 
closest to the ground 
propped up so that the 
upper torso is lifted off 
the ground. Then, 
keeping both legs 
straight, lift the upper 











leg' about t'wo feet off the 
ground and lower it 
back to the starting- 
position, taking care not 
to let it touch the lower 
leg as you run through 
the repetitions. Once the 
leg tires, change sides 
and work the other leg. 
CALVES. Kneel down, 
leaning forward a little 
from the waist to rest 
your forearm on the bent 
knee, the other hand 
holding the wrist. 
Keeping a moderate 
pressure on the knee, 
lift the heel up and lower 
it back onto the ground. 
Once that calf is 
exhausted, switch legs 
and work the other calf 
by placing the 
corresponding foi earin 
on the bent knee and 
holding the wrist with 
the other hand. 

HIPS. Get onto your 
back, keeping the legs 
bent so that the feet are 
about a foot or so away 
from your buttocks. 

Place the hands at the 
sides and lift your 
buttocks off the floor by 
contracting the muscles 
of the hip Lowe” the 
buttocks—stopping a 
few inches above the 
floor —and repeat. You 
can even do this on your 
bed’ • 






HO can doubt that athletics in a 
united Germany is movingr 
torwards a golden age. At the lAAF 
World Championships in Tokyo this 
year and at the Barcelona Olympics 
in 1992, the black, red and gold flag 
is likely to be among those most frequently hoisted 
over the victory ceremonies. 

Looking further into the future, however, the 
omens are less promising. In the long term, men 
and women of a combined team will not be able to 
sustain the high levels achieved in the years 
immediately following athletics unification. It is 
quite possible that the Olympic Games of Atlanta in 
1996 will see fewer wins for German athletes than 
were achieved by the GDR team alone in the 1988 
Olympics. 

Why this pessimism for the latter half of the 
19908? The reason is quite simple; the sporting 
miracle that saw the German Democratic Republic 
(GDR) bow out in triumph with 12 golds and a total 
of 34 medals at the European Championships in 
Split last year cannot be maintained under the 
conditions operating in the west. Government funds 
for the five new ianden—Mecklenburg-Pomerania, 
Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Brandenburg and 
Thuringia and former East Berlin—will be directed 
to more urg:ent needs than those of sporting 
prowess. 

More or less bankrupt in every field other than top 
class sport, the GDR-a state with a population of 17 
million—used to have some 600 full-time trainers on 

Katrin Krabbe: triple gold at Split In 1990 








the payroll. From Schwerin to Karl-Marx-Stadt 
(now once again called Chemnitz) sport at the 
highest level was a state priority. 

In future, however, not even 10 per cent of these 
coaches will be receiving salaries out of federal 
funds. "Many will emigrate while others will be lost 
to sport. Full time concentration on sport free from 
any outside duties—a situation which was the norm 
in the GDR until a short time ago—will be available 
only for the few stars eryoying appearance and prize 
money as weU as handsome sponsorship contracts. 

All track and field talents used to be concentrated 
in 14 sports clubs. There, from the sixth school year 
onwards, the most talented youngsters to emerge 
from the selection process would be brought 
together in special boarding schools where 
education was subordinate to sporting goals. 

Since the political changes began, Olympic 
champions like Ulf Timmermann and Christian 
Schenk have been trying to preserve as many of 
these nurseries of talent as possible. They have been 
successful only to a limited extent. 

In a gesture of defiance combined with pursuit of 
^nsors and assistance, the men and j^prticularly 
the women of the GDR did better than ever in Split. 








n Athletes 



Wachter (ieft) and Wodars seen in action in the 800 
m at the 1987 Rome world meet 


At the lAAF World Junior Championsips in Plovdiv, 
however, the next generation was suffering the first 
reverses. This was doubly serious, as West 
Germany's hopefuls came off even worse than in 
1986 and 1988—only one medal for decathlete Eric 
Kaiser (significantly born not in the Federal 
Republic but Cameroon). 

ftofesBor Manfred Steinbach, fourth in the long 
jump at the Rome Olympics of i960 and now a 
sports manager at the Federal Ministry of Health in 
Bonn, is quite right in saying that "the real test for 
athletics in the tinited Germany will come after 

He was equally cautious in his prognosis for 
the near future at the first trainers’ meeting of the 
German Athletics Association, an occasion attended 
by 27 specialists from the now defunct GDR. 

Looking forward to the 1991 lAAF World 
Championships in Tokyo, he says "eight to twelve 
gold medals are within the range of possibility.” 

For the star performers, it is easier to take 
advantage of the new situation. “Go west young 
! man” is still the motto and this route has been taken 

[ by l^enk (flrom Rostock to Mainz) and world 


decathlon champion Torsten Voss (from Schwerin to 
Krefeld-Uerdingen). 

When the two Germanies last participated 
separately in Split (Yugoslavia) in August last year, 
they captured 15 gold medals, three of them going 
to the West Germans,Dietmar Haaf, Heike Henkel 
and Sabina Braun. 

And what about the East Germans? Well, before 
unification, the German Democratic chief trainer 
was confident of another handsome haul of medals 
and said; “We expect to do much the same as in 
earlier European championships -in other words 
eight to ten gold medals.” How true was his 
predictions. 

The 21-year-old high profile blonde Katrin Krabbe 
won three European golds before wearing the colour 
of a united Germany in the World Championships at 
Tokyo later this year. 

Then there is the formidable duo of Sigrum 
Wodars and Christine Wachter who still reign 
supreme in the 800 m. The question is; how long 
will they remain in the forefront? 

There was Heike Drechsler who retained the long 
jump gold, with a leap of 7.30 metres despite the bad 
weather at Split But she will continue her long 
standing rivalry in this event 

East German women have (in fact. East 
Europeans) been in the limelight especially in the 
tracks but like Wyludda seemed to remain 
unscathed in the discus event She had held sway 
for the last couple of seasons but of late she found a 
very strong challenger in compatriot Gabriella 
Reinsch, who has hurled the discus, her 
care6;r—best of 76.80 metres. 

So if East Germany felt highly satisfied with their 
farewell performances as a separate nation, their 
future merger partners looked like dwarves 
alongside giants. There was the portent danger of 
loss of 1 mage in the athletics scene in an unified 
Germany. As an indication Split witnessed the once 
almighty West Germans who failed to pick up a 
single medal in the first three days. 

Nevertheless, the combined team will certainly 
not be without weakness (at the Tokyo World 
Championships in August). “German men no longer 
like running! Hens - Peter -Herold, winner in the 
15(X)m at the European clrampionsships, is 
unfortunately the only exception to a very bad rule,” 
declared manager Mansfred Steinbach, in his 
profound opinion on the future of the all - German 
team. So the real challenger will only come after the 
Barcelona Olympics next year. 




Jurg«n Klinsmann....... 

Mastar of daft tacMas 


Klinsmann, Matthaeus, Brehme, Voeller... 


German stars set the Italian League on lire... 


bring their patrons major European triumphs... 


T he value of the Italian 
League has never been 
greater The desire to win 
&e world’s most coveted 
club league trophy has 
become such an obsession 
that it has prompted the hkes of 
AC Milan, Inter Milan and Boms 
to spend lavishly and buy the best 
players in the world 
And who exactly are the world’s 
brat players^ The answer le not 
difficult to find as the 
top-of’the-hne footballers these 
days are known to be the 
Oermans, all thanks to thmr 
superlative performance ui Itaha 
’90 Today, there are, at least, six 
Germans from the World Cup 
winning squad who are lietbing 
turfs a^ in Italy 
even winnmg tournaments for 
their Italian patrons all over 
Eurc^ Recently, when two of 
Italy’s top guns, Inter Milan and 
A 6 Roms faced off at the UEFA 
Cup final, between them they put 
up as many aa five Germans on 
display, who, eventually, decided 
the course (^events, with the tno 
of Matthaeus, Klinsmann, and 
Brehme oont^uting nobly to 
Rudi Vo>Bify^......Umswsrtng 
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“It is so tough that 
even the best can 
crumble under the 
pressure. You 
have to get used to 
all the noise and 
have to play at 
peak form. Italians 
expect us to be the 
best professionals 
and be at our best 
all the 

time."...Rudi 

Voeller 


Ii^erVam^ EuroiieaA trluXtiiitx. 

AKimdciiiper 
llHtthA0UB to tils ItlliflSt 
woDdar, Tbtmm HMBtor. tbe 
Owxiuuis are imrniastiofialiity 
beet iit iruxlarn aoooer today. 

Apart from theae two, there are 
four othera from the blue chip 
etook including Jurgen 
KUnamann, Rudi Voeller, 

Andreas Brehme and Thomas 
Berthold. 

It IS little wonder that 

these six men have spun the 
Italian League on its head. Among 
them, the Qermans ^lare 40 
domestic goals and 17 club cup 
natters A good enough reason 
that meet of the Italian (dubs are 
kxddng up north, trying to find 
new talent which can match this 
sextet. But the task is daunting as 
{daying standards in the League 
require unusually high skill and 
experience With as many as ss 

international players doing duties 
ftir 18 Fbrst Division Italian CAubs, 
t^ green boms would find title 
gedng overwhelming. 

Jurgen Klinsmann, the ace 
Qerman striker pute it aptly when 
be says that if the BiuodeeUga 
(German Uaguejisaigprint. the 
Italian League is a long-distance 
raoe. Aoooi^ng to striker Rudi 
Voeller the Italian League 
aeparatee the men from boys. “R is 
BO tough that even the best can 
QTundile luuier the pressure.* 
Currently, the man in the 
spotlight is none other than the 
German hero of Italia *90 Juigen 
KUnamann. For him the current 
Italian League has turned out to 
be the moment CKf truth as he gave 
JMi ympl^ diaplfty nf thaA 

have ma^ him a cult figure in 
Germany. The tall tdonde, whose 
kxdcB ouii around his dnirt collar. 




Alarm beOsstart ringing the 
xnamant he gttthera ^ ball in the 
danger area. VTlth superb body 
ewarvesad the lightning-like 
flaidioffim boots, he osn kklge the 

VmiH 

goal kei^psr look like an amaaed 




4|glfLlymssksd forward^ 





entire Italian LeaffUfi as he has 
gtrudc 14 goals for his club. Int«* 
Milan, in the domestic league, 
while six have come in tibe US^A 
fixtures. Clearly, he is the master 
of deft tackles aiul body dodges 
and has the ability to overcome 
any opposition with his 
immaculate play. 

Inter Milan's coach. Giovenni 
Trapattoni says, "Good.. .very 
good, that's bow you can 
desorb Jurgen. He has the 
toughness of a German and the 
shrewdness of an Italian. He is the 
best forward in Italy because he 
beats Italians at their own game.” 
Explains Klinsmann himself” You 
have to be on the move all the time 
because an accidental push or a 
kick can end your entire season. 
It’s a tough league, but highly 
competitive which is one of the 
reasons I enjoy playing here the 
most." 

At Inter, Jurgen, Lothar and 
Brehme are the strike force, the 
lumbar vertebras of the super 
successful dub. Lother 
Matthaeus, the German captain, 
too has come in his colours in 
Italy. His World Cup form 
oontinuae and today he is 
amongst the leading scorers in 
the league. The undisputed hero 
of the World Cup '90, European 
Footballer of the Year and now the 
Footballer of the Year, the 
30-year*old Matthaeus is 
worshipped his countrymen. 

He is known to go for the jugular 
as soon as the ball is kicked off. 
Which is one of the reasons why 
he is marked so heavily on the 
turf . Matthaeus had said, 

"there is only one way to play I 
know and that is to win.” His 
attitude towards the game is 
expected for he plays in one of the 
toughest leagues in the world A 
midfield dynamo, Matthaeus is 
one of the leading scorers in Italy, 
with 13 goals in the domestic and 
five in the Euro club competitions. 

In fkct, when he moved to Italy 
he was a workhorse whose only 
strong point was his ability to run 
endlessly But all that changed 
when he shifted to Inter Milan for 
$4.5 million. It was in Italy that 
his march towards superstardom 
began as he started mastering the 
art of aggression and powerplay. 


In Italy, Matthaeus feels he has 
slowly grasped the Latin style 
which he usM to his benefit 
whenever required. Says 
Trapattoni, “He is the universal 
l^yer, a complete modern 
footballer.” In fact, many experts 
believe that after moving from 
Bayern Munich to Inter Milan, he 
has become more methodical and a 
mixch more mature footballer. In 
fact, his 1988 transfer to Italy has 
made him the best purveyor of 
continental style of soooer. 

Though Matthaeus may be the 
best he is closely followed by Rudi 
Voeller. the German who hiua 
displayed an unwavering 
penchant for consistency. Voeller 
who moved to Italy foom Warder 
Bremen, four years ago has been 
averagijag li goalsaseason 
despite being injury'prone. 
Flaying for Roma, Voeller has 
always been in the news all thanks 


to his controversial mannsrisms. 
Yet* he is one of the most carefully 
guarded playors for Roma. This 
season alone he has aocuihulated 
16 goals, 11 in the league and five 
at the Euro level. Says Voeller 
"Tbs Italians are happy even if 
you play one game and aoore a 
spectacular g^. Despite my 
i^tiries, my fSns have been leelly 
supportive." But what the 
one-time Footballmr of The Year . 
does not add is that he has been 
tamed by Roma offioisls who were ‘ 
sickofhte errant wajrs. To thle the 
German esys.<^Bhave become 
more mature.” Neverthelees. 
Voeller delivers. The hattxidk: he 
sooreh AjSreinat Anderleohtof 
Belgh^ in a UEFA Cup 
quarter-final te ample proof of his 
ahilitleSk 

In contrast. fbUow German 
; AodressSivhmetexujihouml^ 
l^'by Oontrovejjty. The 99-year«ld , 


Y8 




nudnelder Jotned Ipter Milan In 
1966alter movix^ from Bajwm 
Munich at A reported prioe of 63 
milUon and evm* liinoe haa been a 
key figure inIirter’a game plan. 
Deapite hitting the goal poet only - 
six times this aeaaon, Brelune 
remains onetrf' the most important 
payers fbr Inter. Siqm Tsapettoni. 
*^th Bndimearound, I am 
opnltdent that no one wiU gpt 
ai^rwherenaer mir goal. He is too 
£uit, too niml:^ and too sharp to 
he j^^adefender. *.To thte 
Bv«iuiiteaddB,"AtIxxter«.e^ . 
play football and that's what l Uke 
dbont tl^ ” 

{Wbepsinioma^ 
nialy lortlieOaaneiieae^ At63. 
he has already heraproOlihned as 


*1 '-li 1* f» ' ■’ • ■' i t % I a u-) r«;.y ^ 


ever which is hartfty surpnstng 
bacstoe he has proi^ to be the 
beat and the mold <0fiactive waapcm 
ihthhjaMniil/OfhlB^o^ 


liAlGPRiM WC|nMllNiae**«aesB OQfRpiwIw 
moavni iponMwr 

Jxivmttu. AhSady mixofqpeed, 
swiftness and aggression. Hassler 
is one the most Unpredkstahle 
players on iheturf. And his 
dedication and enthusiamn for the 
game prompted Juventus to sdgn 
up^SSrpart time draughtsman for 
a whooping $8.8 million, making 
him the most expensive player iQ 
the Gmrman history. An 
investment which has paid rich 
dividends. Proving to be pivotal 
playmaker for the club, his 
combined efforts with Baggio 
have resulted in ten netters. Says 
Hassler, "With colleagues like 
Baggio and Schillachi, 1 have to 
delixwr all the time. This has made 
my game more roiuided and much 
more controlled than it was with 
Cologne FC." 

Apart from these five players 
one of the dark horses to have 
emerged on top in the Italian 
League is Thomas Berthold whom 
Beckenbauer calls the “finest 
attacking defender in the world.” 


“You have to be on 
the move all the 
time because an 
accidental push or 
a kick can end 
your eniire 
season. It’s a 
tough league, but 
highly competitive 
which is one of the 
reasons I enjoy 
playing here the 
most"...Jurgen 
Klinsmann 


U is tdj^ I#sue for the 
gS-yeaiM^ udm mwed to 
16 mmths ago slud hote plnys 
SlongsidehisfcaiOw ooupteyman 
Rudi Vp^dter. staitod 

pro^stfser plnying for RYntiracJU 
Pkankfiirt, later moving'on to 
Vercme in 1966. Iluwe yeans ISteir 
he came to Romaand rsalteed his 
full pcdential. In ^te of his 
you^ age, he has idayed 
alongside and against the best. 

Berthold was part of the Best of 
The World squad wmicfa played 
against Liverpool, three years ago.. 
And that spsidES volumto about 
Ida talent. One of the reascma Iw is 
so highly respected is due to the 
fact that he has two World Cup 
finals and 45 international 
matches behind him. His stetmg 
points are his pace, technique and 
heading ability which has saved 
Roma firom dire straits on 
numerous occasions. Says he, "If I 
had all these talents, it was in 
Italy I perfected them. It is atough 
job playing against some of the 
world's best players. And I have 
gained the most playing here.” 

Not just Berthold. In fact all 
Germans are unanimous when it 
comes to playing soccer in Italy. 
Says Brehme. “Not only does one 
get good money, but also the 
nuances of the game you learn 
here are priceless.” The 
fan adulation and the public 
support a player gets in Italy can 
be aheady confidence booster. 

Matthaeus is veiy happy that he 
moved to Italy. Says he. *1 have 
improved my game because the 
Italian League is the strongrest in 
the world consisting of the world’s 
best players like Gullit and Van 
Basten. Adds Klinsmann, “Italy^is 
adifterent culture. They talk 
endleaaly about football. Here you 
cannot fixd the fane. When I first, 
csmeto join Inter, 1 was a very 
difforent sprt df s plaj^. I did not 
realise Itow muphiq^ Ited to 
btomshout thd game. " Many cite 
tote GefmaA 

ptesitm fte thete pt^idArity . 
unlike the Dufte and the South 
Afoi^oans, the Germans are no 
primadonnas. They axe 
pr^thsctenate who keep ll»in 
, j^xtoten. ThAt’a aU! 
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STRAIGHT TALK 


Gunning For Sunny 


I T’s really not as if Mr. Sunil Gavaskar can say 
whatever he wants and get away with it. In 
case you guys are woefully out of touch, 
we’re refer ring to his post Ranji final analysis 
where Sunny really blasted the Bombay Cricket 
Association (BCA) and asked them to do a bit of 
spring cleaning (i.e. clear out the cobwebs from 
their cupboards). 

Talk retaliation and you’re talking a certain 
Mr. Mahaddalkar’s language. The secretary of 
the BCA, has decided to do some straight 
talking. He’s expressed surprised at Gavaskar’s 
reference to ‘cobwebs in the BCA’s cupboards’. 
Pointing out that, “We have in the past few 
years tried to streamline the working of the 
office and had even approached Mr. Gavaskar 
for his help, time and guidance, 


which Fm glad to say 
he willingly gave. If, 
in spite of this, he still 
thinks that there are 
cobwebs yet to be 
cleared, he should let 
us know.” 

Gavaskar had also 
castigated the BCA in 
his column for playing 

the Ranji final in Sunny and the BCA 

Bombay instead of should (Near out 

Haryana where it was their cobwebs 

scheduled. 

Mahaddalkar retaliates: “Sunil has played 
enough cricket to know that theories do not 
work on a cricket field. There are always those 
glorious uncertainties which make this game 
kscinating and interesting." Then he provides 
us with the final coup de grace, “Would the 
playing of the match here been justified had 
Bombay scored the required three runs?” 
Touche! 



P OLITICS in sport? 
Yessir, and it’s 
been that way ever 
since the word sport 
was invented. So that’s 
the reason why we re 
gonna give you a dose 
of the BJP manifesto in 
this otherwise totally 
apolitical column. These 
Chetan Chauhan: relieving guys have promised to 
politics from sport put India on the Olympic 
map of the world while the 
other parties do not even make a reference. Here, 
digest this: 

The BJP manifesto says that the party will 
encourage sports as the way to health, strength and 
the sheer joy of living. It also says that the party (if 
voted to power) will, in line with its stated objective, 
create a new ministry of health, nutrition and sports. 

It will thus, take sports away from the ministry of 
human resource development. 

The manifesto further says that every school will 
be helped to have a playground. The party will 
ensure college admission and job security to 
sportspersons. The BJP will also respect the 
Olympic charter and autonomy of the sports bodies 
and prevent politicisation of 
sport. Maybe now Chetan Chauhan can get out of 
spoijNii'hat sport couldn’t give to .him. 


wT 00, hum! And 
now for a bit of 
JlABritish football. 
If these guys are not 
going to jail for 
drunken driving, then 
they’re trying out 
fancy tackles and 
injuring themselves in 
the process. And if 
they’re way beyond all 
this, what do they do? 
Indulge in a bit of 
promiscuity and get 
sued, that’s what! 

Yes, England’s 
defender Paul Parker 
is in a spot of bother. 
The Queens Park 
Rangers defender has 
been accused by a 
21-year>old fan, 

Louise Erkshire, of 
being the father of her 
five*year-old 
daughter, Grace (how 
ironic!). The 
26-year-old Parker, in 
an attempt to prove 
his innocence has 
agreed to take blood 
tests to refute these 
charges. 

Although Parker 


FATHER DEAR 
FATHER 


Bad News 


has been granted a 
temporary reprieve 
after the case was 
adjourned for three 
months by 

Paul Parker: soccer's 
'Ghost Daddy’ 
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Prinoe Ctuules has learnt to throw princely 
tantrums 


THE ROYAL’ PAIN 


The Prince plays |X)b 


PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED! 



J UST because you’re royalty doesn’t mean that 
you’re a good sport. Ditto for Prince Charles. 
The Prince of Wales threw a tantrum at a polo 
match recently, when he didn’t get his way with 
the umpire. The Prince, angry with the umpire 
for pulling him up for obstruction, shouted at him 
and hurled down his polo stick. This was his first 
competitive match after recovering from a 
broken arm. 

The furious Prince, playing at the Cirencester 
Polo Club—the site of his last accident—shouted, 
“I was on the bloody line,” when the umpire 
ruled that he had broken the first law of the game 
by obstructing an opponent. The rules of polo 


state that crossing the right of way is one of the 
most dangerous fouls of the game and can result 
in serious ip/ury. The Prince, as adamant as 
ever, clearly disputed that he had committed the 
cardinal crime. 

That it wasn ’t his day was proved moments 
later, when he was involved in a collision with an 
opposition player, Hubert Perrodo, who fell down 
and lay dazed for several minutes. 

Did Charles apologise? No, instead he leant 
forward and quipped at Perrodo: "Perhaps you 
thought / was the goal post. ” They call that royal 
humour. 


magistrates. Louise 
Erkshire is 
determined to seek 
compensation saying, 
“Paul Parker is the 
father of my child.” 

It has been quite a 
year for the black 
defender, who has 
been in and out of the 
national squad 
following injuries. His 
form is fluctuating. 

So, it seems, are his 
morals. “Football 
makes me forget other 
bad news,” Parker 
said. Reticent about 
the current paternity 
suit, Parker maintains 
that he is innocent (as 
a dove?). But if he’s 
not, then he’s in 
trouble cos’ Graham 
Taylor, a stickler for 
discipline and proper 
public 

image—Parker’s not 
doing too well on 
those counts—has just 
shown interest in 
recalling him for the 
national squad. Some 
saving grace, huh? 



Borg's new profession? 


H I.S brief 

flirtation with 
fame over—and 
having failed—Borg 
has now decided to 
skip the ‘big ones’ 
and stay back in 
Rome and practice 
instead. He has 
learnt—much to his 
dismay—that 
wooden rackets are 
an anachronism and 
is currently in Rome 
tryiiig out new ones 
while practising with 
longtime friend 
Adriano Pannata. He 
is also trying to find 
out how fit he is, and 
going by the results 
of the intensive tests 
carried out on him he 
could be in for quite 
a pleasant shock. For 
ladies and 
gentlemen, should 
Borg fail in his 
tennis comeback, he 



Borg now has to run 
for Ms money 


could well line up for 
another career—as a 
world class distance 
runner. In short, he 
is .superbly fit. 

Sophisticated 
medical sessions are 
being monitored in 
Riano by Dr Antonio 
Dal Morte. 

According to a 
‘photo’ being 
assembled of the 
former champion’s 
body, he said, “We 
have examined all of 
his bio-physical 
capacities organ by 
organ. If Borg 
wanted to quit tennis 
today, he could still 
become a world class 
long distance runner 
over 10,000 or 20,000 
metres!” 

At 35, bankrupt 
and a tennis failure, 
the poor guy now has 
to run for his money. 
















H eard the latest? 
Hollywood’s 
thinking about a 
remake of Babel 
Vnthout A Came. And 
since Jtunes Dean’s no 
longer around, they’re 
looUng for someozie to 
take his place. Guess 
who’s the top choice? 
Andre Agassi, that rack- 
et-slinging dude from 
Las Vegas! 

Now, whether the con¬ 
cept of a remake ever 
catches on or not, one 
thing’s for certain. This 
is one guy who’s hand¬ 
crafted to be a rebel. 
With or without a cause 
His gear is rebellious, 
multi-hued tee-shirts 
tucked disdainfully into 
riftnim shorts wom over 
fluoroBCent spandex 
tights while Donnay 
specially designed a red. 
blue and yellow racket to 
match their glitzy su¬ 
perstar. The look is re¬ 
bellious. bizarre bleach- 
striped punk haircuts 
topping a face that rare¬ 
ly meets a razor, not to 
mention a eamng that 
completes the ozone 
look. The smirk comes 
almost naturally. And 


the attitude is rebellious: 
who else would tank a 
set just to get his game 
back in gear—John 
McEnroe (another con¬ 
tender for the title-role 
in the remake!) looking 
on m amazement when 
the scoreline read 6-4,0- 
6, 6-4 in Agassi’s favour 
at a Los Angeles meet in 
’88. Or catch Martin 
Jaite’s first serve with 
his left hand just so that 
the Argentine could win 
one game m front of his 
home crowd when USA 
took on Argentina in the 
Davis Oup? And call the 
head of the International 
Tennis Federation, Phi¬ 
lippe Chatrier “a bozo” 
when he criticised Agas- 
rd’s taste in clothing’^ 

But—and it’s a very 
important but—with 
this rebel has oome in¬ 
ter^. Just as the tennis 
world was starting to 
miss the vivacity of Jim¬ 
my Connors and the un- 


predictablity of John 
McEnroe, along comes 
this long-haired lout 
who takes the establish¬ 
ment by the scruff of its 
neck and shakes all hell 
loose. And the crowds 
are lapping up every mi¬ 
nute of it. Like it or 
lump it. 

Chatrier himself grud¬ 
gingly admitting, after 
&e 1990 French Open 
fracas when the Agassi 
line of tennis wear was 
strafed by the powers- 
that-be, t^t “we have to 
accept that while we re¬ 
ceive hundreds of letters 
oomplaimng about what 
Agawi wears, they are 
all from people over the 
age of 50 Everyone 
under the age of 30 
approves of what he 
wears” 

But It’s not just what 
he wears It’s the entire 
package that’s rocking 
tradition. This guy 
stands against every¬ 
thing tune has honoured 


on the tennis court so 
far. But then, maybe 
that’s what the sport 
needs. Would you p^er 
to watch a tournament 
featuring four Ivan 
Lendls, three Bjorn 
Borgs and a Mats Wilan- 
der? Or one that starred 
Jimmy Connors. John 
McEnroe. Yannick 
Noah, Hie Nastase, Ivan 
Lendl, Bjcom Borg, Ste¬ 
fan Edberg...and Andre 
Agassi? Hey, book me a 
couple of tickets for the 
latter any day. 

Sure, we like to watch 
immaculate topspin 
forehands landing with 
pmpoint accuracy every- 
time. But I for one would 
much rather prefer the 
excitement—that's the 
key word—of impetuous 
genius tempered with 
flamboyant extrava¬ 
gance Maybe that’s why 
I busted a big chunk of 
my highly insufficient 
F'TS allowance on an 
Andre Agassi tee-shirt 
while holidaying m the 
US last year It’s some¬ 
thing I wear with pride 
Maybe that’s my way of 
being a rebel' 

Prs dssp Paul 



















Limca continues to be a 
zero-bacteria drink. 
Ingredients of the finest 
quality—only permitted 
ones—are used. ^ 
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Limca has a mix of 
Jamaican lime and 
Sicilian lemon flavours. 
The revised formula has 
improved the taste. 



CauX 

Umca conWna iMtonto. 
aaMi to qusnoli your^ 
IMnLSata^. 
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WHY YOU 


AMY OTHER 


THE BOOT. 


Gienneun tectinoloKy* German 
deelffn. Ttie German obsoeslon 
for detail. Ttiey’re all In Puma 
shoee. \A>^lilcti la quite natural. 
Because every Puma stioc 
stxows the result of • 500 
million worth of cold. hai*d 
cash Puma. Germany have 
invested In research over the 
years. .Amd that Includes the 
range of 16 shoes that Puma 
Carona have Introduced In 
Indlls. Sports shoes worn 
by International champions. 
Liothar Matteaus. hlnford 


Christie. Prakash Padukone. 


Sanjay Manjrekar. Mohammed 
Azharuddln. Vljay AmrltraJ, 
to -me Just a few. 3o make 
youi\ uext pair a Puma. And 
kick your Wheels In delight. 




CARONA. 


TME HIOH-PEnEORIVIANCE 


Domlnator. Hi-tech running shoes. 











PORT 


HOE. 


Super Cup. Professional tennis shoes. 


S RagiiMnd Tnde Msk ol Puma AG, Was Gemsny 
* RagWarad Trade Mark ol Carona Ltd. India 
Manuiactuted m tachnaal rxiUaboraticn with Puma AG Rudolt 
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Vomplan is ideal for healthy, aihround growth." 

~ Anita Sood . r? jf - 


National shimming 


Champion 


Anita Sood is helping youngsters sharpen 
their swimming skills. She recommends 
Complan. The complete planned food for 
healthy all-round growth. 

Remember, Complan is just right for your 
growing children. 



vital foods 1 
in planned 
proportions 

k No nMd to add milk i 


UNniiin 
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Frcm . 
baseboJltopi^o 
tomls. Jim >^5 
Courier is AO 
longer an coJinaxy i 
guy. And in the 
iinialsoftlie 
French Open, 
he certainly 
delivered the 
goods... with an acefi: 



F LOKlDAlico^to 
it lim Courier. 

How does it feel 
behiR the French 
Openduoiplon? 

'I can't 

cmnplain’. 

Flofida can be hot too, an 
can Jim Courier. 

You teemed to be in 
oonflia with the publicat one 
|>otnt in the match against 
Edberg. 

'Someone faked a tneen 
when I was serving and that 
annoyed me. When you're 
writing yoitf articfes^I 
wouhiD'i think of coming in 
to hMirupt you. I cidf that 
cheap'. 

UkewliatY 

JJhe playing wMihis shtai 
out and a.baqd>a& cqi 
perdied on hishead. 

. Whattloes he kKdc, cheap? 
No way.nid Bdbag,'Be 
fedksMItcta AiHerfc antome.*. 

ff elhmiati be Amny, so 
canJtet Gamier. 

Atadvantgge Cornier, 


«tn.Courier 

Hiehtf 


Unc a w i a n says‘yes'. Courier 
says, 'no'. Chairunqpte 
lauangieslibns^Juinps 
down, puts bishaoeto the 
Une and says' no'. Bdbetg 
Infaalea, CiiMirterestlidca.9at 
JimtiaddiisliopfNBiedtoywi 
whattnlglufouhaw done? 

'WeUSlefealBveryjUt, 
and I'mafair player. tflcaUa 
baUout, SiefenhikiOLbcileve 
me, as I woutdbeMoveldn if 
faeaoid a bail was out. ft's not 
srortb loriuga Mend fora 
tennis nutdk' 

Faria was dw fint dine that 
Courier had made it post dm 
femth round of aCnnd Stain. 
Though If hehadhfe way he'd 
mdier brtt the Ptadd Sates 
than at Roiand Canos. 
Meanh^ tetudsia gopd,b«t 
baMbaUlshener.-At is.he 
aaade hisfifatadidi declBhm, 
termis for baidud], andhe. 
still isn't coBvinoedJiedldilie 
ifght thing. 

'itwosir^tfaeeatteatajr 
decisioakbeeautel prbbahly 
Ifite boadMdl betterthsn 
lennia. MOBwyritiQfeiB way 
t a me d ma^ht hi uc ha l ^ . That 
was a 4md> dwloe hB 


SmHhondoliai* a year. It waa 
kioda aiupid.. Jbut I waaiust 

Wow rids pie-oc ci qwtioB 
with baadMdt fe taueieating, 
bacauiejlsi CDUricr's 
fmdhandhas a ahortconpaci 
awing maR sidled to fanoK 
nauthaa wfemeeb An 
infhieaoeaanseorfaqKliem? . 

'Yes, tt^s fmnselim badt 
between tends wtdhnwbdl . 
when 1 wtii yopaag spd Fvc 


Andwhytdsdwnwndis . 
his num feaioeme weapin, is 
a queadonheai wwiMitd by 
two vvasds: FHck Bohlded. 

Ahugefiiirefaandlao. 
BoOWMtndenark. la dK 
ewiy yean It was Anon 
Kihiatetaaod Jhony AiUa, 
one riiotboyi, wbnii^a, 
long ihne after initial auBceaa 
to make dwtrmaik. Gamer 
and AgaasI am toier Boifttiert 
nedds, whoaesnae felew 
oacHdimenNoeiNlK 
fneiund fa dwshothMtdw 
IwtdthirtulteateSftaaoillihY 
anyatandinda.tboHghil's > 


^ i^limwnathnersidhw 




If Courier had his way he'd rather be 
at the World Series than at Roland 
Garros. Meaning tennis is good, but 
baseball is better. At 13. he made 
his first adult decision, tennis for 
baseball, and he still isn't 
convinced he did the right thing 































While people talk about the end of the Grafeca^ 
the new world No. 1 is half 
way to the Grand Slam, with the Australian 
and French already in her bag. 

And boy, how ^e’s changed! 


WMBLEDON 1989: There she 
was creeping into the Interview 
room. As skittish and foolish as a 
15-year-old should be. They loved 
her grunt. Her 

cat-whose-tall-has-been-stepped- 
on giggle. Her slim hips that 
generated so much power. Her 
matchstick forearms and 
broomstick legs. Oh. They loved 
her. almost draping her with a 
cloak of gentle protectiveness. She 
was after all a tiny teenager from 
East Europe. 

FRENCH OPEN 1991: There she 
was striding into the interview 
room. In a black top and black 
jeans. With chandelier size gold 

Monica Seles has grown up from a 
giggling girl to a mature champion wHh 
a new look 












At 17, this tMnagw weikte I racqiMt 
with skill that flaw can mMch 

earrings pulling her ears to the 
floor and a huge necklace to 
match. Hair short. Washed and 
tousled. Not a giggle, and boy did 
the boys go wild. Whistles and 
catcalls. And only then did her Ups 
curl briefly Into a gentle, self 
conscious smile. Teenaigcr she still 
is at 17, but 5 ft 9 In tall and 
attractive, and blooming and on 
god's earth no lady wields a racket 
with more vlbrance. More skill. 

T here is no doubt Monica, 
that you’ve come a long way 
baby.From a small town In 
Yugoslavia to the pages of EUe. 
Seventeen and Vogue. From No. 

86 to top of the heap. 

From a ^rl to a young lady. Fiom a 
potential talent to an aspiring 
great. 

Greatness In tennis today Is 
measured-tty the Steffi Graph. The 
German has won 9 Grand Slam 
titles. Seles only 3. But the 
Yugoslav has won them all by 17. 
an age at which Graf was yet to 
reach a flnal. 

If Seles has years to go to equal 
Grafs domination on the 
computer, she Is much closer to 
equalling the German's most 
astonishing feat: the Grand Slam. 

Seles is hallway there, having 
won AustraUa and now France, 
but knows only too well that 
pressure notwithstanding, 
Wimbledon and the US Open 
represent tournaments of failure 
for her. 

‘It's going to be hard 2 md the key 
will be Wimbledon. I have never 
got past the fourth round at the 
US Open and that is there. For 
Wimbledon I need to serve and 
volley to do weU. 1 have been doing 
it in practice, but haven’t tried it 
out with the clay season. I play 
well from the bEiseUne, but I don't 
want to be a player who can only 


"HO BVSNT wll I chai^^ my 1 ife,. 1 doii' t ■ - 

iaflumncmyour Xi£«. Zwonn^r tirmtOrmnA I 
' t X would. It cluuigmdny life in tho : V; !; 

predA • it^idu' t otianfO'^ lifmiiipidm 
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do that. 1 don't want to stay on the 
baseline. 1 have to cut the cake 
sometime' 

If the US Open, a surface that 
suits her style, is assuming the 
form of a Jinx, a la Borg, at 
Wimbledon the question is more 
complex. As Ivan Lendl would 
testify. It is a matter of self belief. 
Does Seles believe that she can 
win? 

'People sort of put it in your 
mind. They say you can't win 
Wimbledon from the baseline. I 
am out to prove to myself that I 
can play on grass. That I can serve 
and volley. You have to be able to 
play on all surfaces. 1 might lose 
some matches, but in the long run 
it will help'. 

Seles' conscious need to add a 
new dimension and become more 
an all-court player is a futuristic 
move. Courageous and sensible. 
Sabatlnl's transition last year, 
which she refers to with respect, is 
obviously been noted carefully. To 
stay one step ahead of the 
opposition does not merely require 
thought on court, but fre^ 
thlnUng off it. In that context, 
Grafs refusal to change coaches 
and style, as everybody suggests, 
is being seen as focdish. 

But then Grafs weak point, her 
father Peter, is in Seles' case a 


Seles'mother and fattier hM been the 
source (d inspiration. Her father, KaroI| 
especially appreciates what his 
daughter has achieved 

strength. Karol] Seles is quite a 
guy. A cartoonist and television 
director, he has nurtured his 
daughter well. He is not overtly 
demanding or protective, unlike 
Peter Graf, allowing Monica 
freedom of choice. And going by 
her shopping sprees and 
modelling assi^ments. Is not 
restraining or restrictive. Allowing 
his daughter to choose her own 
avenues of life, by allowing her 
space to experience, he has 
ensured she does not live m a 
cocoon and is aware that she must 
tread the world outside the circuit. 
When she retires, social 
mal-adjustment will not ever be 
Monica's problem. 

Unlike Peter Graf. Karolj Seles is 
far more relaxed, less anxious, 
less girdled. When his daughter 
plays, even in the final this year, 
he applauds not only her, but also 
winners hit by her opponent. The 
match over, ^les had raced up to 
kiss him. And when she publicly 
thanked him in her acceptance 
speech. KarolJ’s face exploded in a 
giln and he madly blew kisses to 
the crowd all the time bowing in 


self deprecalor>' humour. No 
wonder then that Seles bubbles 
with joy. with well being, and her 
more balanced view of life is 
reflected In her answers. 

On being No 1, a situation that 
unnerves players, male and 
female she says. 'It is great being 
No. 1. but sooner or later I will 
lose, that Is only normal. I enjoy 
being No. 1.1 don't regret it like 
some players do. 1 am just playing 
tennis and enjoying it. I won't put 
any pre.ssure on myself. Winning 
matches is the most important 
thing for me and anything on top 
is a bonus'. 

But surely all those Grand Slam 
titles must have changed her life? 

No. No event will change my life. 
I don't think tennis can Influence 
your life. I won my first Grand 
Slam title when I didn't think I 
would win it. It changed my life in 
the press when I won the title. It 
didn't change my life inside 
though' 

In the world of Monica Seles 
things are well. A young girl has 
gone and grown up and become a 
champion. One that everybody 
loves. 


ROHIT BRiJNATH, PARIS 
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Seekers quickly cycled to the museum 
on their BSA SLRs. 

"Let's speak to the watchman," said 
Vipul. But the burly man wouldn't. At 
the robbery site Vipul picked up a 
museum staff badge. Why wasn't the 
watchman wearing one? Pooja also 
observed that the left side of his 
moustache was drooping. "Must be a 
false one," added Vipul. 

RK HMONI) BLACH... 


"Look, the imprint of a star-crossed 
:'shoe," exclaimed Vipul. Ralph sped off 





'fdP'- 


on his BSA SLR to call the police. 
The others followed the shoe's trail to 
the Master Cave. What is that?! A star- 
crossed shoe! A few feet ahead, Pooja 
picked a faise moustache. 

. ■, * « » 1 « * 

Inside the dark cave, voices suddenly 
boomed. Braking gently on their BSA 
SLRs, the Secret Seekers took cover. 
"The boat docks in 15 minutes," 
boomed one. "Badshah khush 
hoga," said another. 

No sign of Ralph and the police! 






Handing the shoe and the 
moustache to one of the gang, 

'X i' Pooja ordered, "Lead us to your 
ij Badshah". "This should make it 
easier," added Vipul, handing the 
museum staff badge. 

Who is the Badshah? It is the 

Museum's watchman of course! 



Whiie Vipul followed them on his BSA 
SLR, Pooja waited. Soon they arrived 
and Pooja guided them to the docks. 

A short while later, the gang was 
nabbed. 



We'll l>e htuk wlili you with more mysteries like the 
Mystery of the Island of Gods and the Mystery of the Bird 
Poachers. Until then, go secret seeking on your BM SLRs. 




BSA BLR 
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FROM ROHiT BRUNATH, PARIS 


Am ywaigtlm Hto CiMng juit a flash 
Inthaiwn? 



HATs with 
French champions 
anyway? First Gomez from 
Guayaquil. Now Courier from 
Dade City. 

Dade City? Someone said it was 
Dodge. But that was Wyatt Earp’s 
town. Batwing bar doors and 
shoolouts at dawn. Courier's kind 
of town maybe, going by his 
vioh'nt strokeplay. 





Dade City. Just another speck 
on the American atlas. Population 
8000. Vocabulary till a fortnight 
ago: two words...orange juice. Now 
Paris has expanded that. Orange 
Juice. Jim Courier. 

I Pacing page: 

AndfB 

Agaaat: , immimow ^ t-. im i hwi l(l^ m \ 

second time '"T'I 

uniuckyi roland garros^jT99i 

(Inset) Jim 3 

Courier: 

the champ 












Andre Agassi: lacking big match 
temperament 


Dade City. Courier calls it 
‘hlcksvllle’ and he's a bit of a hick 
himself. Surly. Burly. Not since 
Nastase hit Wimbledon with an 
umbrella during play, has 
someone made headgear a part of 
tennis dress. Baseball cap, Jeezel 
Baseball. Cinclnattl Reds Is 
where Courier’.s heart belongs. 

But his guts are all spilled out on 
Roland Garros' Center Court-lt's 
their latest exhibit on the 
centenary year tourist show. 

And what a party Paris was 
having. Only problem was, everyone 
was going e'est inagnlliqiw so 
loud that no-one noticed .Jose 
Hlgueras mutter on day one to 
Courier. 'Ok batter up. boy'. And 
Courier, like some Joe Dimaggio 
with a tennis racket, touched that 
cap, first the peak then the back, 
and began swiping home runs. 
Derrick Rostagno. Bang. Wayne 
Fernera. Bang. Magnus Larsson. 
Bang. Todd Martin. Bang. Stefan 
ICdberg. Bang. Mlt’hael Stlch. 

Bang. Andre Agassi. Bang. 

So what if the tennis didn't 
warm the heart? Or gtwse bump 
the anns? So what If he beat guys 
like Martin and I..arsson? Sounds 
almost like a law firm. No joke, 
because they play like weekend 
attorneys in the park. So what if 
Andre's mind was in Uis Vegas 
and he played all the wrong cards? 
So whal? 

FHE CAST 

H ere's what. C;ourier’s won 
Just four titles. That's it. And 
me is a Grand Slam! Like 
Vlichael-that’s short Chang not 
all Stich-has a mere three titles. 
Arid one is a Grand Slam! And Pete 
Sampras goes out 3. 1 and 1 to 
rheirry Champion, whose best 
statistic is being a fan of Borg’s. 
And Sampras has won a Grand 
Slam! Thank God, IvaniseNlc 
lasn’t. 

Okay, to be fair, these young 
'uys are starting out. They're in 
lux. Developing. And the best of 
r;ourier. Chang. Agassi. Ivanisevic 
s yet to come. But how come 
3rand Slams come so cheap? 

Who knows. Maybe because the 
jlti guys went and gave tennis the 
litch. Lendl’s skiing downhill. 
Vlac’s already taken residence at 


the bottom. And Wllander’s lost 
midway in some mental 
avalanche. So Connors had to 
climb down from his TV booth and 
make up for all of them. 

Now that’s a thought. At four 
months from 39. he's nearly 20 
years older than 

Chang-legillmately old enough to 
be his father-and he takes Chang 
to live sets. At the French. On clay. 
Hoo boy, doesn't say much for the 
young ones now. does it? 

Worse, Edberg is such a sissy on 
clay thai you thank God for Boris. 
He came out of Paris sporting a 
new halo. For, having grown up on 
clay courts, now 11 years later 
he’s returned to pay his dues. Now 
Becker is watchable-heart. desire 
and screams of despondency and 
despair. Moody, skilful, human. 
And warm and spontaneous, even 
in defeat. In stark comparison, the 
most human thing Courier did all 
fortnight was climb up the 
umpires’ chair to discuss a line 
call. In the interview room he 
scores 2 for persontility. 

THE MATCH 

A nd what about the tennis'i* 

The match? Early afternoon, 
three parachutists came floating 
down on final day. One t'arrying 
the French Federation banner. 

Tlie other two with 1891 and 1991 
flags. 

Loser maybe. Yet one 
thing you’ve gotta say 
for the kid (Agassi), he 
has some good lines. He 
is the world’s numero 
uno groundstroker. The 
best of the rest of young 
talent. Yet, when they 
asked him if the loss 
was a shock, and it 
must have b^n, he 
quietly said, "That 
would be discrediting 
Jim." Way to go, Jose! 



We thought that was a signal for 
Andre and Jim to take the toal 
back up there into the ozone. 
Agassi had other plans. He was 
busy burying himself. The clay 
looked a paler shade of red after 
tfie match, and it wasn’t the rain. 
It was Andre’s tears. 


Maybe the audience unnerved 
him. The French had Invited and 
announced the presence of Henri 
Cochet. Ken Rosewall, Pancho 
Segura, Budge Patty, Nicola 
Pelrangell, Ille Nastase, Ooruild 
Budge. Lew Hoad, Marcel 
Bernard. Only one 


not-former-champion was 
mentloned-yup, Jlmbo-and you 
should have seen the French 
rising, eyes zoning In on Connors 
up there in the commentary .box 
and screaming their fool heads off. 
They love him. He's a winner. And 
Agassi's getting all mixed up to 


why he isn’t. 

Las Vegas is like some nt'on 
mirage. Perhaps Andre's mind 
isn't really there too. Strategically, 
he learnt zero from his Gomez 
loss. Wlien Courier bounced back, 
literally, after the rain break to 10 
feet behind the baseline and then 














moved in, Agassi’s brain 
shortcircuited. Instead of playing 
his old buddy and keeping the 
point going, he was seduced by 
impatience and went too hard and 
fast for winners. Over the 
baseline. Wide of the sideline. Into 
the net. The world’s best 
shotmaker was becoming his own 
undertaker. 

Worse, not a serve went right all 
afternoon. And with Courier 
engulflng the court with a storm of 
winners, Andre knew It was going 
to be 0-3 in Grand Slam finals. 
Have a heart, God, he must be 
saying. Life In tennis doesn’t get 
tougher than it has been for 
Andre. "Who knows how long It 
will take for me to get over this. 1 
don’t know how I’m going to 
respond to it. In the past it hasn't 


Connors clowning around with a ball 
boy. He took time off from his injuries 
and employers NBC to enthrall the crow¬ 
ds with his clowning and his game 
taken too long. When I look back 
and think about it, I see the things 
to be thankful for. I lost in the 
finals which is better than what 
the other 126 players did. It won’t 
take long," he said. No worries, 
kid. Ivan the Great lost his first 
four Grand Slam finals. In fact, he 
lost six of his first 7 finals. Then he 
didn’t stop winning. 

Loser maybe. Yet one thing 
you’ve gotta say for the kid. he has 
some good lines. He is the world’s 
numero uno groundstroker. The 
best of the rest of young talent. 

The man of the French. Yet. when 
they asked him if the loss was a 
shock, and it must have been, he 


quietly said, "that would be 
discrediting Jim." Way to go. Josel 
Talking about Jose’s, that man 
Higueras has now gone 2 out of 2. 
He held Chang’s hand in 1989 and 
now Courler’s-no way is this Jose 
a loser. Neither, in a sense, is 
ice-cool. Nick Bollltierl. Look at it 
this way-Courler. Agassi and 
Seles were/ are his proteges. And 
even though Higueras’ subtle 
advice on tactics tilted the final 
Courier’s way. it was that 
BolliUerl-leamt mother of all 
forehands that Courier won the 
match with. 


THE CURTAIN CALL 


C OURIER now expects to be in 
the US Davis Cup team and 
can captain Tom Gorman keep 
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him out? He has Chang, Agassi, 
Sampras and now another new 
boy. Somehow the cycle is moving 
again and Europe's riches have 
dwindled. But like Chang, 
Sampras and Ivanisevic, the 
pressure of perfonnlng 
consistently will hurt Courier. 
Sampras has already advised his 
former roomie "not to play 
Wimbledon," aware that like 
Gomez's first round loss there 
after his 1990 Paris win makes 
everything seem screwy. 

Hey. but you’ve gotta give that 
Dade City hick his due. 3-6, 4-4, 
2-6,6-4, 6-1 is something you 
can’t take away from him. Was it 
skill? Or courage? Or both, but 
perhaps not in such large 
proportions? Who cares? What are 
we to Judge? The winner's 



board...that’s the final truth. And 
60 places under Henri Cochet’s 
name comes Jim Courier’s. That’s 
good company to be in history with. 

It was a strange summer but 
winning always makes it feel 
better. Courier lay on the ground, 
a little clay to take home on his 
shirt, threw his racket past Andre 
(now what was that?) but made up 
by saying "sorry buddy" in his 
victory speech. Nothing new here. 
Not even his race to the stands to 
hug Higueras-cash holds the 
patent on that. 

But wait a minute, wait a 
minute, where was the cap? In the 
stands, Jim? With some dude who 
thinks baseball is a video game? 
Why, Jim? "It was a special hat for 
me this time but now I will look 
ahead. 'This tournament is 
finished." 

Way to go then. Jim! • 


Boris Becker gets court side assistan¬ 
ce during time out He, however, played 
his best clay court tennis 


Edberg is such a sissy 
on day that you thank 
God for Boris, He came 
out of Paris sporting a 
new halo. For having 
grown up on day 
<»urtsi now 11 years y 
later lm!s returned to': 


Becker is watchahle, 
M^ody, skillul« 

And wann and i^nfa* 
heoua, e^nhi d^eat 










Ivan Lendl took ages to win liis first Grand 
Slam tournament. Andre Agassi now 
follows suit. Jim Courier is the guy with a 
diderenee, winning Ids 
first Grand Slam 

tournament in his very first af)})earanee in a 
final. In this post-match interview, he 
shares his thoughts with the Press 



PrMs: Jim, is this the happint moimiit of pour lifo? 

Courier: There have been lots of happy moments in my life and there 
will be a lot more. but this one at the moment is the happiest. 

Agassi looked shocked and a IHtle stunaad after what hpppeaod out Mora. Were 
you surprisod yourself about what happauod ia the last two sots? 

Andre was playing well and I just fought my way through and kept 
hitting the ball. I could either win It or lose and losing is not the worst 
thing that can happen to you. So 1 just did what I could and 
fortunately it was enough for me. 

Did you plao any strategy ihirlag the rain break? 

During the break. I went to the locker room and sat with Jose 
and he told me that I needed to back up on Andre’s serve. 1 was 
getting hurt so 1 backed up about 10 feet behind the baseline and 
started getting the ball in deep and working the ball out rather than 
being in a deficit straightaway. This was a turnaround forme. I came 
back, he served and broke and that got me Into the match. It was the 
beginning for me. 

How wooM you onaiyso Agossi’o gomo aftw tbo third sot? 

He deftnllely dropped a little. but basically it was me who kept 
fighting. At the moment everyt hing is a muddle In my head right 
now. so I can’t pinpoint what exacdy happened. He started missing a 
few shots and was .maybe. trying to play too fast. The big difference to 
ihe fourthsei was thatmy serve was better andlgotafeweasypolnts. 
You dofiflitoly played more voHoys. Was tbat dwbbHi umb Jon MigiMns? 

It wasn’t a tactic to come to the net. But it was a result of our tactics 
to be a li t tie more aggressive so I was able to hit some forehands and 
gel in behind him. The moment I saw him go up with a slice. Td make 
a beeline for the net. 

Your Initial reaction after wiiming was quit* opontamoiis. Did yoe loulin you 
would react iiko that? 

No. Actually it was spontaneous. I was trying hard not to think about 
It when 1 got to match-point. I was trying to ^us on the point and 
not about what to do afierwards. 1 want^ to make him hit some 
balls and be aggressive when I could. I think I did an ace at that 
point. At 5/4 and 40/15 two quick points and you’re back to deuce 
and anything can happen after that. 

Doing back to 5/4, you were sittim 00 the Chair nd you hod brokM Apni. 

What did ynu say to yourautf. Did yau Urink nl Dm woither ooudltlono. YhuwM 





1 


fwtxamiilt? 

Well. the conditions 'had been that way for the last couple of games 
so 4Tat was the last thing on my mind. During changeovers, I try not 
to think. But 1 told myself that it was the flr^ game in the match and 
I should play it like that. 

Did you have any funiv theughta at aay mmaet during flw match? 

1 was just concentratirg. 

Can you viaaaitoa Agaaui’s raactiom during the next taw iMfltbs? 

Well, I don’t know what his reaction will be. He’s got to be a litUe 
disappointed losing a Grand Slam title thrice in atow. It’s a pretty 
good feeling to get there and he'll have his day, ha’s too good a player. 
Maybe he’ll work even harder to get It. 

Landl had to wait for a grotty loiw time to win his tint Grand Slam tmintamont. 
Agaaol atso. How do you oiglam your succeos? 

Why. I was able to do It I don’t know. It's Just the roll of the dice 1 
guess. Someone’s got to win and someone has to lose. I’m glad I 
didn't have to wait but if I was on the other side of the coin 1 would 
just keep fighting and work hard to come back. 

Can igui anything dwut tho tifflfl whoo y«i took sarviim. Ihoro woTf 

mmmkoygointo. 

Well the conditions were tough. The ball zlg sagged a lot. The whole 
thing was to make him hit and run it down and get it back anjrway I 
could, not give him easy points. In that wind anything can happen. 

b n swoot rovoiqiio for yofl to boot Agouri. tho tavourlts IHdc BoUottiori t^l? 
(Courlor was also tongbt by Boltarttiorl but litor 00 tOH ont wifli Mm) 

No. the past is the past. 

In tho third sot at 40/40, you made 8 sign Of tho Cfolu. Why? 

I can’t remember why. 1 think it was because he hit a good forehand 

Aio yon goilw to got yoursolf • now cog? Yn draw Hm taut 000 to Uio crowd. 

1 wear a lot of caps, each player wears what he likes. It was a special 
cap for me this time • but now I will look ahead. 'This tournament is 
finished. 

Hmv do you tool ohont Winiblodmi? 

Don’t spoil my day. I'm going home and then to the ATT 
Headquarters to practice and then I’ll go to Wimbledon. I have 
confidence. but it’s a different surface and I’ll have to change my 
game. You see I’m not a favourite. 

Yon only hove One rackets? 

I came with 10 rackets and played In Hamburg and Rome. 1 later 
found out that one of the rackets was shorter man the others and I 
realised that I had a mixed bag of rackets, so someone had to bring 
me more. I felt good with three. So everyttme one broke. I had to getii 
mended. 

WM yoo bocomo a mombor of toe Itovis Cigi team? 

I think ru be a member of the team if we play Germany. I think I’ll be 
asked. 

Yjw toiksd almot Jouo udwt ho dW ter yofl, did yon ovoi Hrink oboot Oimig 

'ttltwiwk? 

Well tt:|ust £q[}eaks lor Jose’s coadMtig aibOlties. and It’s special to 
share H (the vlctoiy). He's just orw bell of a jgfxy. Michael Chang won 
rnfstoumament twoyears ago. now it’anty turn (Htgaeras was 
Chang’s coaOh in 19^). ' 

OM^ymioidfiliaffio? 

No, n^liatento werenott^erebutTmgolhgtocall them now. 





















PERSONALLY SPEAKING 


HE chef at the Roland Garros 
restaurant was a fine fellow. Or 
was he? t le wore a funny hat 
but a less amusing air of 
arrogance and looked at cheese 
on my plate, my glass of wine 
and visibly blanched then to give me my 
choice of a main dish. This was absurd. 

In Wimbledon, it nevfer happened. 
They’re too polite to say so. In Australia, it 
never happened. They don’t care. In Paris, 
It obviously happens. It seems my palate 
was Itx) gauche, that ray choice of dishes 
didn't rnatch^, and the chefs gourmet 
sensibilities were being terribly offended. 

"Monsieur" he carried on incoherently, 

Roland Garros: home of designer labels, 
gourmet food and tricky tennis 




C^est Confusion! 


ROHIT BRIJNATH compares the Job of reporting a French 


Open to the Australian Open and Wimbledon...and comes 


away a little disappointed 


which was foolish for I understood 
nothing. But I should have-Impasse-ln 
Paris 1 was to learn that was the key word. 

Like the receptionist at the quaint hotel 
on some forgotten cobbled lane, who 
refused to acknowledge my request for a 
beer. Marseille was playing Monaco in the 
PYench Cup final and the television held 
priority over a nagging guest. He 
event ually conceded when 1 threatened to 
switch off his set, but had a teani scored in 
that 30-se<-ond interlude, my body would 
have returned home in a coffin. 

Or like Uic immigration officer who 
quizzed me for 20 minutes with questions 
more imbecelic than "How do you feel on 
winning Jim Courier." till I managed to 
explain that I was leaving Paris not 
entering, and perhaps these questions 
should have been asked then, not now. He 
seemed relieved at my presence of mind 
and immediately wished me a fine stay in 
Paris. 

,C*e.st confusion. 

Nothing really, not tourist maps, 
ericyclopaedic history or a smile can help 


Line calls 00 well 
with the word 
notorious here. 
For, as Seles 
astutely observed 
after her final, “It 
seems strange a 
linesman calls it 
out and the 
umpire sees it 
In"...her 
argument works 
in Paris for the 
bail makes an 
easily 

identifiable mark 
on the clay 


you in the Roland Garros. Either you do 
things their way or not at all. 

The crowds are notoriously partial and If 
they do not like you. It is better to leave. 
But they are also notoriously 
unpredictable, and if McEnroe once held 
the patent on turning cheering crowds 
into Jeering ones, in Paris players can 
maneige that quite easily. A mere disputed 
line c^l being enough to the public. 

Line calls go well with the word 
notorious here. For, as Seles astutely 
observed after her final. "It seems strange 
a linesman calls It out and the umpire sees 
It In. It seems hard to see that four 
different people (2 players, linesman, 
umpire) have two different opinion." Seles’ 
argiunent works In Paris for the ball 
m^es an easily identifiable mark on the 
clay. 

'To take this line call issue further, 
perhaps one should embrace McEnroe’s 
tirades. Not criticise them. If, on clay, so 
many calls are reversed on closer 
inspection. Imagine what must be 
happening on less revealing surfaces. Mac 










Indeed may have been getting his pocket 
picked for a long time. 

The dress sense at Roland Garros too Is 
remarkably different from elsewhere. In 
England th^ wear everythlng-tles, 
pearls, hat. suit etc. In Australia they wear 
nothlng-no pearls, ties. hat. suit etc. But 
in Paris they wear Dior, Yves St Laurent 
and Balmain. Indeed it Is like some 
enonnous fashion show, so need 1 say It. 
my tweed Jacket all black and white 
stripes and red-brown trousers were a 
source of tmdisgulsed scorn. 

My luck hardly changed In the Press 
building. Asking for a score sheet with a 
winning smile, a lovely FVench lady 
screeched questlonlngly. Simple Dames, 
Simple Juniors Fillies, Simple Junior 
Garcons, Simple Messieurs?" Assuming 
that I was being labelled a 'simpleton' my 
smile disappeared, but Indeed that is 
merely Roland Garros' terminology for 
'Men's Draw. Junior Boys Draw, Junior 
Girls Draw and Women's Draw'. She then 
handed over the girl’s final sheet, for 
which I had no use. But at least now one 
knew that Israel s Smashnova would play 
Argentina's Gorrochategul and that one 
um pire somewhere would have a twisted 
larynx. 

C’est contusion! 

Worse was to follow. Having located the 

Line calling at the Roland Garros; is a 
hazardous occupation 


The French 
Telecom lady 
helped but when I 
said 'Thank you" 
she said "never 
mind"three 
times. Although it 
did cross my mind 
to suggest the 
phrase was 
‘you’re welcome’ 
my fear of 
Parisian ladies 
was now greater 
than my love for 
correct English 



In Paris, they 
wear Dior, Yves 
St. Laurent and 
Balmain. So need 
I say it, my tweed 
jacket and 
red-brown 
trousers were a 
source of 
undisguised scorn 


Press door to No. 1 Court, but blissfully 
unaware where on the court It opened to, I 
blustered through. Alas, the door opened 
at ground level, ten feet from the baseline, 
and Natalie Tauzlat, In the process of 
serving, was distracted by a fast moving 
tweed Jacket. Interrupting her motion, she 
gave me a look that signified nothing 
remotely of fondness. 

Revenge. Graf killed Tauziat. But a 
search for a match statistics sheet to sneer 
at Tauzlat's defeat proved as 
disconcerting. While Nombre de Double 
Faults was easily translated, there was 
nothing to make of Nb de Revers Perdants 
or Nombre D'amorties Perdantes. The 
French Telecom lady helped but when 1 
said "Thank you” she said "never mind" 
three times. Although it did cross my mind 
to suggest the phrase was You're 
welcome’ my fear of Parisian ladles was 
now greater than my love for correct 
English. 

C’est scared! 

But there was more to Roland Garros 
than fear and confusion. A Haiagen-Daaz 
ice cream festival was soothing. The 
racket exhibition was enchanting. From 
whence it began, to where it is now. 
boggled the mind. Some of the earliest 
wooden rackets resembled badminton 
rackets in size and fragility, only a thin 
sliver of wood from throat to the top of the 
frame on both sides providing support. If 
Rene Lacoste. or whoever, tried to return a 
Becker serve from a modem frame with 
that, he would have spent the next week 
picking splinters out of his arm. 

French television provided some 
excitement too-ln between advertisements! 
for Perrier with John McEnroe and songs 
from Yannick Noah’s terrible new album, 
they showed an elegance of coverage. Not 
as innovative as Australia but certainly 
more complete than BBC. They use eight 
cameras, two at one end from the top. two 
from the side on the top, two at either ends 
at ground level and two on one side at 
ground level. It gives the best look of play 
from a player’s eye view. 

Yet, in all what happens the French, 
despite its fabulous red courts and 
beautiful play, it leaves you without the 
wonder provided by Australia’s dazzling 
modernity and easy manner or 
Wimbledon’s quiet traditional aura and 
legend. It is an arena of style, where 
language counts and so does your choice 
of meal. It does not move or stir you. It 
prefers to confound. In the days of Agassi 
and Courier, one finds little comfort. 
Perhaps to have seen Ek»rotra and Tilden 
would have made things more bearable.# 





ENGLAND VS WEST INDIES: FIRST TEST 


Gooch is a dour 
man who likes 
to jog around 
the fieid 20 
times and is 
most pleased 
when his team 
is following 
behind him. He 
has emerged 
as a fine leader 
and as a 
batsman of the 
most 

distinguished 
class... 
to lead 
England to a 
epoch-making 
victory 


PHOTOGRAPHS' 
TOMMY HINDLEY 


Gooch Grinds C 


L ook at U this way. The last time England 
beat the West Indies at home, was when 
Nell Arm.strong, Bu/z Aldrin and Michael 
Collins were setting off to land on the 
mmoon. 

■ Look at it another way. The last time En¬ 
gland beat the West Indies, at home both captains 
tossed with a florin. 

To be precise on 15 J uly 1969. at Headingley 
quite coincidentally, Ray Illingworth’s side beat a 
Gary Sobers led West Indies by 30 runs. If an¬ 
ything, Grafiam Gooch has tlone better, his margin 
of victory 115 runs. 

When Illingworth's team won, debutant Steve 
Watkins was four years old, Michael Atherton was 
not yet two and Mark liainprakash still to be born. 

If this present English side is formidably young it 
also in some senses formidably ordinary’. Yet, their 
strength lies not in their individual flair, but in cap¬ 
tain Gooch’s plodding, but successful ability to 
band his men into a cohesive, usclul unit. 

Five years ago England lent heavily on personali¬ 
ties, on small groups of men with great genius, who 
played in flashes, in spurts and otherwise broke 
beds with barmaids and gambled the night away. 
That Mickey Stewart and Ted Dexter detested this 
individualistic, indisciplined approach was appar¬ 
ent when Ian Britham and David Gower were dropj)- 
ed from England’s 1990 tour to the West Indies as 
also in the passing ol captaincy to Graham Gorw'h. 

This ‘bc-a-tearn-rnan-or-quit attitude’ still pers¬ 
ists as does the management’s belief that whatever 
calibre of player you may be. the rules apply equal¬ 
ly to everyone. This was demonstrated clinically be 
fore the first Test, when Gower was dropped for his 
indiscretions in Australia-his penchant for rash 
strokes and rash flying- and Allan I^mb being re¬ 
lieved of his vice-captaincy because a man who 
plays cards wit li Tony Grelg and Kerry Packer till 
the wee hours of the morning is not fit, even in an 
emergency to lead England. 

But what of the man who does lead England? 
Gooch is not an athletic specimen, nor some effu¬ 
sive. e.Kcltlng personality. I le is a dour man who 
likes to Jog around the field 20 times and is most 
pleased when his team Is following behind him. He 
has emerged as a fine leader and. moreover, as a 
batsman of the most distinguished class. He alone 
carried England through, his unbeaten 154 in the 
second Innings, a piece of determined, workman¬ 
like cricket, being enough for his team to ride to vic¬ 
tory on. 

If the England batting still lacks depth-only 
Robin Smith with 54 and Ramprakash with two in- 
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aribbean Charisma 





nings of 27 did anything-their bowling Is what asto¬ 
nished the most. 

Watkins. Pringle. Defreitas and Malrolm ean har¬ 
dly be considered a fearsome foursome, the first a 
debutant, the second a club class bowler, the third 
always a promiser and the fourth lacking In con¬ 
sistency. Yet. they bowled t he West Indies out for 
173 and 162. bowling impressively in the cloudy, 
windy and helpful conditions. Watkins came away 
with 5 wickets, Defreitas with eight, Pringle with 
four and Malcolm with one. 

If England held their catches, Gooch taking two 
marvellous ones in the second innings, the West In¬ 
dies continue to give the impression of a team sud¬ 
denly fallible. 

With Greenldge out with injuiy-indecd doctors 
have confirmed he can play no further part in the 
series-and Haynes more anxious about his fragile 
back, the West Indies have in a flash lost the 
world’s best matched and consistent opening pair. 

Worse. Richards himself no longer has the reflex 
and timing to indulge In that wickedly improvised 
batsmanship that c haracterised his play. He is a 
batsman of whim and first-ball-for-a boundary ag¬ 
gression. yet as age dulls his skill, he continues to 
try and do so when actually he should be more prag¬ 
matic and watchful. 

In the sec:ond innings when so much was deman¬ 
ded of him. he failed and that too quite miserably. 
After chewing gum through a few singles, he lung¬ 
ed forward to drive Watkins' first ball, a shot that a 
few years ago would have fetched him six runs, but 
now with his footwork imprecise, his position incor¬ 
rect . he managed but a mishit which Gooch gallant¬ 
ly gobbled. 

Graham Gooch: a fine leader 

Look at this 
way. The fast 
time England 
beat the West 
Indies at home 
was when Neil 
Armstrong, 

BuzzAldrin 
and Michael 
Collins were 
setting off to 
land on the 
moon* 





Richie Richardson: 
fascinating 




Only 

Richardson 
who continues 
to fascinate 
and Dujon who 
is marvellously 
mature 
managed to 
save relative^ 
face, and while 
they will stay, 
surely Carl 
Hooper will 
not, who must 
have 

disappointed 
for the last 
time... 


m 








m-' 


ENGLAND (First Innings) 

Oraham Gooch c Dujon b Marshall 34 
Mike Atherton b Patterson 2 
Graeme Hick c Dujon b Walsh 6 
Allan Lamb c Hooper b Marshall 11 
Mark Ramprakash c Hooper b Marshall 27 
Robin Smith run out 54 
Jack Russell Ibw h Patterson 5 
Derek Pringle c Logie b Patterson 16 
Phillip Defreitas c Simmons b Ambrose 15 
vSieve Watkin b Ambrose 2 
D.Malcolm not out 5 
(f^xtras lb-5, w-2. nb-14) 21 
Total m 

Fail Of wickels; l /13; 2/45; 3/45; 4/64; 5/129; 6/149; 7/154; 
8/177;9/!81. 

Bowling: Ambrose: 26-8-49-2, Patterson; 26.2-8-67-3; 
Walsh: 14-7-31-l:Marshall; 13-4-46-3 
W«st Indies (First Innings) 

Phil Simmons c Rampraka.sh b Defreitas 38 
Desmond Haynes c Russell b Watkin 7 


Richie Richardson run out 29 
Carl Hooper run out 0 
Vi V Richards c Lamb b Pringle 73 
Gus Logie c Lamb b Defreitas 6 
Jeff Dujon C Ramprakash b Watkin 6 
Malcolm Marshall c Hick b Pringle 0 
Curtley Ambrose c Hick b Defreitas 3 
Patrick Patterson not out 5 
Extras; (lb-1; nb-5); 6 
Total 173 

Follof wickots: )/36; 2/54:3/58:4/102.-5/139:7/1^ 

8/1659/167 

Bowling: 

Malcolm: 14-0-69-0 
Defreitas; 17.1-5-34-4 
Watkins: 14-2-55-2 
Pringle: 9-3-14-2 

ENGLAND(S«cond Inniingf) 

Graham Gooch not out 154 
Mike Atherton c D^} 0 ^b Andwose 6 








Only Wchardson, who continues to fascinate an- 
d Dujon who is marvellously mature, managed to 
save relative face, and while th^ will slay, surely 
Carl Hooper will not, who must have disappointed 
for the last time. 

Brian Lara, left handed itnd eager, has spent en¬ 
ough time in the wings and now, in tough circum¬ 
stances, his skills or lack of them, is what England 
is to soon find out. 

While the bowlers have been doing thelrjob as in¬ 
cisively as ever-England were bowled out for 198 
and 252-lt is the West Indies batsmen on whom 
the onus now lies. Indeed, in their last 14 Tests the 
Windies have been bowled out for less than 200.10 
t imes. Not a pleasant piece of st atistics for a team 
whose calchline is arrogance, 

Gooidi, his face for once all smiles, put it down as 
expected to a collective thrust! "It could have done 
either way. but we stuck it out and it was an all - 
round team effort. We believed we could do it and 
we did. This will help our confidence and there is no 
reason why we can’t do it again." 

Richards, less volatile than ever before, was coo!, 
but offered England both congratulations and a 
warning. "It was a wonderful performance by En¬ 
gland. but they’d better be wary. We've got to look 
forward now to ways of knocking those guys down 
next time. And 1 don’t mean wrlth bouncers." 

Yet, as England savoured their champagne, un 
fortunately there came two bits of bad tidings. 

The first was Ian Botham, whose hamstrirrg is 
healing gradually, but expressed reluctance to 
play the second Test, deciding it would be more sen¬ 
sible to play the third. 

The second was a piece ol statistics that England 
should not overlook. This is the third time in their 
last four series that ihe West Indies have lost the 
openingTest. But they have always won the series. 


Gcaemc Hick b Ambrose 6 

'Allan Lamb c Htwper b Ambrose 0 

Mark Rampraka.sh c Dujon b Ambrose 27 

Robin Smith Ibw AmbF 0 .se 0 

Jack Russell c Dujon b 27 Ambrose 27 

Derek Pringle c Dujon b Marsshall 27 

Phillip Defreitas Ibw Walsh 3 

Steve Watkin c Hooper b Marshall 0 

t>>Mak*olm b Mar.shali 4 

Extras (b-4; lb-9; w-1; nb-7): 21 Total 252 

Fcm Of Wickets: 1/22; 2/36/ 3/36; 4/116; S/116; 

6/124,7/222; 6/236; 9/236 

Bov^Hng: 

Ambrose: 28-6-52-6 i 

Patterson: 15-1-52-0 
25-4-58-3 
IWaldt: 35-5-61-1 
Hooper: 4-1-H-O 
Ridtaids; 4-1-5-0 


WEST INDIES (Second innings) 

Phil .Simmons b Defreitas 0 
Desmond Haynes c Smith b Pringle 19 
Richie Richardson c Lamb b Defreitas 68 
Carl Hooper c Lamb b Watkin 5 
Viv Richards c Gotxh b Watkin 3 
Jeff Dujon Ibw Defreitas 33 
Malcolm Marshall Ibw Pringle 1 
Curtley Ambrose c Pringle b Defteita.s 14 
Courtney Walsh c Atherton b Malcolm 9 
Patrick Patterson not out 0 
Extras: (lb-1; nb-6) 7 
Total 162 
Fall Of Wickets: 

1/0; 2/61; 3/77; 4/77; 4/66; 5/66; 6/136; 

7/137; 6/136; 9/162 

Bowibig: 

Defreitas 21-4-59-4 
Malcolm 6,4-0-26-1 
Pringle 22-6-38-2 
Watkin 7-0-38-3 
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he night alter 
Goorli s F:nglancl beat 
the West Indies at Leeds. 

I dreamt that Wes Hall 
was nifining in to bowl 
for Viv Riehards at 
Lord’s. 

"My God." I exclaimed. 
"It's the .Senator and 
he's come out of 
retirement!" 

Wesley Winfield Hall 
stood at the edge of the 
sight screen. Sleeves 
rolled up. The sweat 
shining olT his arms. 
Then he charged in to 
bowl. 1 never saw the 
ball. After the West 
Indies had won. I took 
my sandals and ran onto 
the ground. 

The vision couldn’t 
have been more 
symbolic. For the last 
five years this West 
Indies team has ofiered 
us nothing original. 

They are a fair bunch of 
cricketers, skilful in 
scoring more nans and 
bowling faster than 
must Test sides. But 
nothing more. 

The prime minister of 
Jamaica. Michael 
Manley called the 
unchallenged 
supremacy of the West 
Indies from 1976 
onwards as the longest 
and most powerful effect 
any single side has had 
in a team sfjort. When 
this period is presumed 
to have ended with Clive 
Lloyd’s retirement as 
captain in March 1985. 
let us not fool ourselves 
into believing that the 
West Indies went into a 
collective decline. It was 
something even more 
serious. 

Ijet us go back to 
1928.1 am going to 


For the last five 
years this 
West Indies 
team has 
offered us 
nothing 
original. They 
are a fair 
bunch of 
cricketers, 
skil^l in 
scoring more 
runs and 
bowling faster 
than most 
sides. But 
nothing 
more...They 
are distant 
cousins in 
ability to the 
team that Clive 
Lloyd inherited 
in the 

mid-Seventies 
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quote Neville Cardus at 
length. He had Just 
watched the first West 
Indian Test side In 
England and observed 
In ttie Manchester 
Guardian: "The West 
Indians mask the 


endeavour of 
enthusiastic hearts. 
They play the game by 
constant efibrt: seldom 
are they free to let their 
technical command go 
its ways working 
according to habit 


acquired by long and 
successful practice." 

Five years later. 
Cardus was less 
complicated in his 
opinion. "When we see 
Constantine bat or bowl, 
we know he is not an 



English player, not an 
Australian player, not a 
South African player. 
We know that his cuts 
and drives, his whirling 
fast balls, his leaplngs 
and clutchings and 
dartlngs-we know they 


Gordon 
Groonidge 
Woossociotod 
him with 
power os row 
os moot in o 
butcher's 
shop. IstiH 
recall our * 
schooiboyed 
awe...Toda^s 
Greenidge& 


restrained/ 
bats like an 
accountant/ 
wears a 
helmet. It's 
been much o 
disillusimiment 


are the consequences of 
Impulses bom in the 
blood, a blood heated by 
the sun and Influenced 
by an environment and 
way of life much more 
natural than ours; 
Impulses not common to 
the psychology of the 
overclvlllsed places of 
the earth." 







that followed fulfilled 
Cardus’ prophecy. You 
had Ratnadhin whose 
nicked spin from the 
right hand could either 
be leg break or turn off; 
you had Clyde Walcott 
who could hit: interrupt 
'.he seriousnc.s.s of a Test 
match with a si.\ over 
long off. off the back 
fool; you had Everton 
Weekes who, in the 
words of Fred Trueman, 
'actually sent the ball for 
four to the third man 
boundary from one 
pitched outside his kff 
stump'-, there was Frank 
Worrell who claimed he 
knew exactly on which 
blade of grass the ball 
would pitch as soon as it 
left the bowler’s hand; 
there was Collie Smith 
who in only his second 
first-class game hit 58 in 
57 minutes with 9 fours 
and 3 sixes as Jamaica 
l>eat Trinidad; there was 
Wes Hall, cruclfbc 
dangling, charging In 
from the boundary; 
there was l^nce Gibbs, 
flopping up and down 
with Innocuous ease 
until you swirng at him 
and missed: there was 
Rohan Kanhal who 
hooked you for six and 
fell on his back, so you 
never knew which 
spectacle was more 
attractive, there was 
Charlie Grifllth who 
hooked you for six and 
fell on his back, there 
was Charlie Grifllth who 
must rank as possibly 
the most intimidating 
fast bowler in the history 
of the game; there was 
Sir Garfield himself 
(what about him?); there 
was, in the later day. 
Kalllcharran who 
repeatedly hooked 
Dennis Lillee out of 
Ixtrd’s in a limited-overs 
match: there was the 
volatile Roy Fredericks 
who hooked a six in a 
lYudential Cup final and 


then fell right over his 
stumps: there was Clive 
Lloyd’s 102 at Lord’s 
later In the day,which 
will never be forgotten 
for its savage brilliance 
as long as limited-overs 
cricket is played: there 
was Andy Roberts who. 
In Irnran Khan’s words, 
almost killed him with a 
bouncer that Khan 
never saw. only heard; 
there was Michael 
Holding of the 
carpet-slipper run; 
there was Collis King 
who played first fiddle in 
the second Prudential 
Cup final while the 
gum-chewing Iva 
Richards watched from 
the other end. 

Even ten years ago, 
you could look at the 
way a cricketer heaved 
and say: ‘Ah. well that is 
a West Indianl' It’s not 
happening any more. 

The Richards who once 
stepped outside the off 
stump, waited for Mike 
Hendrick to deliver and 
then casually pulled 
him oyer mid-wicket for 
six off the last ball of his 
innings, now scratches 
together 28 (or less?) 
runs for each walk to the 
wicket. 

No cricketer within 
the recent West Indies 
side has typified this 
transition more than 
Gordon Greenidge. 

When he embarked on 
his Test career we 
associated him with 
power as raw as meat in 
a butcher’s shop. I still 
recall our schoolboyed 
awe for that one Patrick 
Eagar picture of 
Greenidge hooking a 
dellveiy for six on the 
tour of England, 1976 
with the unhelmeted 
Brian Close al forward 
short leg. Today's 
Greenidge is more 
restrained, bats like an 
accountant, wears a 
helmet and occasionally 


••.It'inof 
hoppening 
onymort* The 
idcfiordiwlw 
onceitepp^d 

stufnp/WoilMl 

Hondrlckfo 
deliver gnd 
then cosiraUy 
pulled him 
ever 

mid-wicket for 
fix off the tact 
boll of his 
innings, now 
scratches 
together 28 (or 
less) runs for 
each wolk to 
the wicket... 


uses glasses for better 
eyesight. 

It’s been such a 
disillusionment. Almost 
as if the Lion heart’s son 
turned out to be a 
pansy. Worrell charmed: 
the current West Indian 
captain marched into a 
press box and 
threatened to pulp a 
journalist. 

The last time that 
these once-upon-a-tlnie 
merry men from the 
Caribbean warmed us 
was in 1984 when they 
were a.sked to score 344 
on the last day of a 
Test-and won with nine 
wickets to spare. Our 
friend Greenldge-he 
wore a baggy West 
Indian cap then-scored 
214, batted 300 minutes 
and hit 136 runs in 
boundaries. 

Oh, but that was an 
age ago. The stuff 
cricketing dreams are 
made of. A little like Wes 
Hall running in to bowl 
on the last afternoon at 
Lord’s for Vlv Richards, 
West Indies-and cricketl 
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ioiiiid It'' 
s( c i( ( u( .ipon 
lh(\ lu\( Ciocl 
on thiiii suit 
this 1» si s( 111 s Did VDU 
spot til t IllllK 111 
(lot. 1 oil II on the 
j) i\ ilion I) ill on\ oiilsidt 
(111 i iiU ind 
ill!s mi, looindimn^ 

I III 11(1 111 L>anK inaiiisl 
till Wi si Indus'' 

li u islht Rtv Andrtw 
Wtnt,luld Dii>hv Uadlnii 
I 14 I 1 I in Iht C hiisiwnsloi 
Spoi I niovi nil nl wliith 
IS i, itlii nnnurmind in a 
iiLiinbi I ol Diitisli 
mil niatioii.il ti aiiis 
iiolablv ilhlitiis 
Wi .lit li ippv tnlhut 

him ibo.iid s.i\sMilky 
Siiw III III! 1 iii*lcind 
111 111 iL>i 1 lit doi sn I 
I mi lilt Ihini! dovMi 
iiiMiiii s Ihio.il and is 
[list a nil 1 inlhii ni 1 
Noiliinuollin il mind 
pisl till pitsiiii t 1)1 1 
liolv spill! 

( 111 ki t and Iht 
ist iblishiiK hiiuhhavt 
lonftt'ont h indin h.iiid 
\Vli(nM(( s ItoiKliiii 
li imwi It s iiliiii (or 
All ->11 ill 1 on 1 hi Onn/is 
in 1 ^^ 5 ^ I 111 111 iii.iqt I 
Sit I’tlh iiiiW 11 nil 
iskid 1(1 How 
pissi Ill'll Iht bishopoi 
I I ondon il il \\ IS 
I pi iniis>'ibli loprav (01 
Ml tor\ in lilt upi oiniii^ 

I suns lilt Uisliopstiid 
' ht d h 111 losli I poll 
I il in 1 ii 1)11 iklasl nc\l 
d i\ \v IS ill liiihii d to 
j pionouiut that 
' Aii\lhint,th il 1 ondiitts 
lo Ihi ^ I'"'' 
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itlikil isa ill ling stibin I 
loi iiiavoi mil I 111 
inttri t ssioii ofiht Dud 
Sun I nough six 
niimihs 1 ill I Lngland 
iituniidasivinntis 
1 ht piest nl good 
liishopol I ntrjiool Hit 
Rl Ki\ UaMtl 
Shtpp.iifl w.is lilt last 
tit I It 111 till I nglaiid 
dll ssiiig 11)0111 I h id 1 
be I on linn ht mg I hi mu 
Aithbishopol 
( anieibury last \t 11 on 
aif ouni ol Iht long igo 
prophtty intoned uht 11 
till young Iht ulogii al 
sliidt nt u IS playing loi 
busst \ agaii 1st Woi i s 
tlounbi Ihi baiiksofthe 
StMinintlit mTOs 
rimt and again 
Won istersp,illy 
pun eyoi ol leg spin 
Kolt y Jenkins h.id I ht 
\ tiling b it in a spin Rul 
ht siinived soint liou to 


England ma> 
have found its 
secret weapon 
They have Gofl 
on their sidethi 
Test series. Did 
you spot an 
eminent 
dog-collar on th 
pavilion balcon 
outside the 
England 
dressing room 
during the recer 
game against th 
West Indies?... 
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surh exasperation from 
Roley in the end that the 
old boy followed through 
in that famous, crablike 
r/iasseof his, down to 
the batsman’s crease 
-'They say you're a 
religious, son? Well, with 
your ruddy luck lei me 
tell you that you should 
end up as Archbishop ol 
Canterbuiy". 

This series, England, 
at Icasl. have a captain in 
Graham Gooch who is as 
stalwart and 
honest-to-gpodness as 


the day is long-and if 
Graham was religious, 
there is no doubt he 
would be "good ol" 
traditional C of E. just 
straight up and down 
and no nonsense". 

On a cricket field, mind 
you, the Rev. 

Wingfield Digbyhas 
been known to be most 
craftily clerical. Three 
Blues for Oxibrd 20years 
ago with his 
militaiy'-mediuin 
lloaters, he was latterly 


captain of Dorset in the 
Minor Counties' league. 
Two or three years ago. in 
a crucial championship 
clincher against 
Cheshire. Dorset were 
fonang a win when 
Cheshire, chasing 201. 
at 92 for 6 shut up shop 
with 11 oversIcit. 

"Wiggers Diggers", as he 
is known m the game, 
told his bowler to fling 
down a succession ol 
wifles- the one single 
over ol 14 balls resulted 


in .56 extras. Whicti gave 
Cheshire a smell of 
victory agaii i-so tiad a 
go, and were dismissed 
for 182 in thr- 
penultimate over. D>rd’.s 
popped a fewapoplectic 
collar-studs, but 
"Wirigers” smiled, 
unrepentant; the l/>rd 
was on his side: to hell 
with Ujrd’s. 

.Just as, (his scries, 
don’t panic: for I he good 
Djrd is on England's 
side, for sure® 
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li/x /I </u m \< t diiiou ol 
Ihi Sportswoild timjUci/ 
qiny (onits nound 
so/ijt te ini (u tin other 

js pinl)€ibh i{om/i, tofttid 
th( lolloxiniifi two f) II t 
qiie'>(ion Who is hului s 
\ouiitit s/ iiit( rihitiniiril 
‘^pott'^mon * M /k rt ond 
in nh it disf ipline did ht 
iipttsent thi tuition in ’ 
yl/isHd ‘>iitvost kh II 
(uiiiiiiih (h Mot(h Si) 
At W.ii s nv Pol.ind ( hih 
^^Dwliett In fihntdin 
tin \\oildAf>( (iioiqi 
( h( ss t h i/npjoiis/iips 

I I ^oll lit p.issintibv 
Ihi ( ill iitta s 
Si oltish ( hull h 
Sc liool dui in;; 
luiuhbitak \on ii 
unlikeh tonolKt 
Survasikliii Hi iIch s 
nut look iwlu/kui he IS 
tini of fhost litlU kids 
kit kin(< a lootb ill 
aiound E^iit at Itii chiss 
boaid hi^ biitl\ nitn ue 
disposed oil with tht 
same afiandon is the 
football IS dnni on tin 
field 


Aliiadv the National 
under 10 ind 12 
t liampion (tilt \oiin{>est 
i\er) lit h IS Ik en tipped 
b\ stM lal disi truing 
obstiMis isAiiands 
natural sue ti ssoi 
Cii tiidniaslt i Eddit 


Gult Id went on rt t oid 
that Siirya will bt a titlt 
t halUngti in 2005 
Gufeld happens to bt 
the foimtr tiaiiie i ol 
Ciar\ Kaspaiot and 
pel mane I it i oat h ol 
Maya C hibuid inid/t 
and is I rii.in not known 
to go into eulgoit s 



Surya already plays the kind of chess 
Dibyendu Barua did at 11. And Barua 
was an exceptionally talented 
preteen. Surya also composes 
‘studies’, which requires a rare 
intuitive talent. Something like the 
Mozart of 64 squares. 


Isiacli International 
Master Nigel Davie s 
opint d that Surva 
should bt India s first 
woi Id I hampion (if 
Aiiand does not beat 
him to it) Ladies 
t h<inipioii Maya when 
asked smiled impishly 
and said that ht was tht 
onl\ sevt n-year-t)ld whti 
had (V t r H fused a drnw 
offer from a Woi Id 
t h impion in ai i 
e\.hibitit>ii niiitt h (Jan 
00 ) 

Surya all t ady plays 
tht kind of chess 
Dlbytiidii Barua did at 
11 And Barua was an 
exttptionally talented 
pie teen Surya also 
tomposts studies 
whit h require a rare 
intuitive talent 
Something like the 
Mozai t of the 64 squares 

Just how did it 
happen •* Did Surya 
wake up one fine 
morning and start 
playing monster chess? 

Well not leally 
Coming from Hatibagan 
one of the last bastions 
of Bonedl Bengalidom 
where everyone pursues 
chess at one level or the 
other It was not 
surprising His parents 
PankaJ and Arab are 
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also chesb aficionados 
and his uncle Sudhir is 
a wt 11 known bndge 
player and a multiple 
International at that 
When he was three or 
foul years old Sutya 
picked up both the 
games by watching his 
elders play He made his 
debut when ht was live 
years old at a small 
chess tournament In the 
YMCA This whetted his 
appetite and the next 
sleip was the Telegraph 
Schools loumament 
an annual event at the 
Alekhine Chess C lub at 
C ale utta s Gorkv Sadan 
Digressing for a 
moment this event has 
no equivalent anywhere 
in the t ountry and the 
amount ol talent it has 



thrown up is just 
astonishing Saheli 
Dhar (Unde r 20 
National Champion) 
ShankerRoylU 16 
Nation il C hatiip) and 
Dipanian Das (fo»mei 
IJ 10 champ anelU 12 
runners up) aie just 
three ol the otheis who 
first played se rlous 
e hess hen 

Surya attracted 
Immediate attention 
and his parents asked 
Alekhine Chess club to 
find him a good roae h It 
ls> here that Abhijit 
Majumder,a FIDE 
master and former Delhi 
and Bengal e hampion 
comes into the picture 
Majumder dumping 
several other 
assignments took Surya 
on full time 

In a sense he is 
Surya s Nambiar I or 
the last three years he 
has strained to teach the 
tiny master the basics 
of the game in a 
scientific way He strove 
to teach Surya the 
opening,middIe game 
and endgame-the three 

'■ * . . M j I I " ' yi f f 


dilfk ult asper ts and the 
grammer of the game 
This is where Surya 
dilfers horn the earliei 
prodigies Baiua and 
Anar 1 Anand was 
lucky to hnd himself in 
the Phlllipines wheie he 


leami fiom tone Barua 
was born ten yi ars loo 
early and liad to tt at li 
hiinsfll the essentials 
with riiiK h pain and 
(floi 1 at an advmie t d 
age Surya wa'- bom 
after the mfrastme lino 


existed and his road is | 
e omparalive ly smooth 
Children supposedly 
have greatei learning 
powers and bettei 
me nione s than adults 
but Surya s talents 
ai e astonishing Lv en by 
e he ss standards whe re i 


Suryasekhar with his 
parents The pillars of 
motivation 


goeal rncinoiies are the 
nomi he IS suipiising 
Show him a position 
one t and ask him to 
analyse it blindlolde d 
(without the board) 
seveia) days late i and he 
will do so flawlesblv 
I ogive an 
example Laltu 
C hatterjec anel Aniek 
Paul (both lunior I 

playei s) wc i e playing a 
game in the Stale 
C hampionship whic h 
had followed a famous 
C apablane a Vs Mai shal 
encounterfoi some IS 
moves Unsure of whei t 
they had deviated tht*y 
asked Surya who 
promptly produced the 

-an 



Children supposedly have greater 
learning powers and better 
memories than adults but even so 
Surya’s talents are amazing. Even by 
chess playing standards where good 
memories are the norm, h&s surprising. 
Show him a position once and ask 
him to analyse it blindfolded (without 
the board), several days later and he 
will do so, flawlessly( 











theoretical c-ontinuation. 

Surya has also those 
other essentials, an 
ability to calculate fast, 
and the creative touch 
that niakes him search 
for new ideas. He also 
has .several faults, 
namely, little notion t)l 
endgame play and a 
tendenev lo get bored 
occasionally in dull 
setups. 

Still for an eight-year 
old. these faults are very 
minor and the strengths 
are almost unbelievable. 
Even the endgame 
weaknesses are 
perceptively less now. 
than they were a year 
ago and he also has 
developed a great deal of 
patience in a very .short 
while. 

A year ago he refused 
a draw offer from a world 
champion (Maya 
Chiburdanidze) and 
subsequently blundered 
and lost. 1 Ic ended 
nmner-up in '90 to 
Dipanjan Das in the 
National U-10. 

Requiring a draw for the 
title in the last round he 
lost because he was in a 
hurry to get home and 
watch "Mahabharat". on 
television. 

Surya is also 
lucky in that he can 
cash in on the chess 
boom in India and 
Calcutta in recent years. 
The age group 
championships. The 
Telegraph, and various 
Open tournaments: 
none of them existed a 
decade ago. 

In the last couple of 
years Suty'a has played 
all of .36 tournaments, 
according to his coach’s 
meticulously compiled 
dossier. Each of hi.s 
game has been 
mercilessly dissected in 
an effort to eliminate 
error. 

Obviously family 



support has a great deal 
to do with this. Apart 
from finding the 
wherewithal for their 
son to wander all over 
the country playing, his 
parents have somehow 
found the cash to 
employ a fulltime l oach. 


His father, a man of 
limited means is an 
astrologer by profession. 
So OK he feels his son 
has a bright future-a 
ieellng not necessarily 

The ward and the tutor 
plan some strategies. 
Surya with his coach 



A year ago he refused a draw offer 
from a world champion Maya 
Chiburdanidze and subsequently 
blundered and lost. He ended runner 
up in ’90 to Dipanjan Das in the 
National Under W. Requiring a draw 
for the title in the last round he lost 
because he was in a hurry to get 
home and watch “Mahabharat”, on 
television. 


limited to astrologers, 
like other fond fathers 
he is willing to scrimp 
and save, run from pillar 
to piost to ensure that his 
son gets the best in life. 

When asked what he 
had read in the stars for 
Suiya. Mr Ganguly 
smiled and said he 
thought the omens were 
good for Warsaw at 
Iea.st. Chess players feel 
the same way because 
Suiya will be playing in 
the Under-10 section 
where he is likely to be 
one of the strongest 
contenders and he 
should certainly give a 
good account of himself. 

Comparisons are 
invidious but Judging 
by Indian standards he 
is astounding. Indian 
standards are 
respectable (we rank 8th 
in the world) and 
previous Under-10 
contenders have not 
done badly at world 
championships. Surya 
is sev'cral degrees 
stronger than any 
previous Under-10 
champion because he 
has been t horoughly 
prepared and knows 
more. 

Just in <’ase Surya 
comes through as an 
egghead, that is totally 
wrong. He is a very 
normal youngster with 
an unusual talent. Ask 
him what he wants to do 
and he will say "1 would 
like to play football like 
Pele”his hero since he 
saw "Giants of Brazil". 

Offer him a Five Star 
chocolate bar and you've 
made a friend for life. 

But seat him down in 
front of a chess board 
and he will commit 
psychic murder. 1 only 
hope he doesn’t get 
hooked onto watching 
Wimbledon on Polish TV 
and tank the World 
Championship as a 
result. • 
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I am totally in love with myself. And 
I believe that I am the best fighter 
out there. It is simply that I totally 
have no respect tor Raror Ruddock 
as an individual. I just want to knock 
him out cold 

MIKE TYSON starts buildinq up 
Ihe hype tor his fight agairist Hazor 
Hiicldock 


I thiR’t think I GMld hom^ say I 
eohM gnt throH^ • fiw<^ 
fliatch. To bo fair to the tnm ond to 
mysoif, I ttiink H te boot tl I toy. no, 
mw. It is up to mo tobo Mfltiblfl 
with tilt Inlory ontf then, hopofully 
got somo runs ond wiekott at toon 
at I got badt. 

IAN BOTHAM on his current 
position. 
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B&VonMrtn 
isAxiara 
Agassi 

.'. Ii dolagon 

tblspags, right:? 
Xnsir you'd ask that as 
soon aui you flippsd 


ovsr« To tsli ths 
truth, ws' rs just 
junping onto ths 
tsnnis baadMagon too 
Andidiy not? Vhs 
Vrsaoh Op«i' B just 
ovsr. wlrdaisdon's 
shout togst going. 

Aadthstogrioof 

tsnnis is virtuaily 
spilling ovsr. 
Bvsrywhsra 3rou go, 


nasrANcesrawra 


pscpls talk tsani#^"■ 
ivsalags ars plannsd 
round tsnnis , 
tslseasts..And#'wptds' 
still, wotfcoutsi^ . 
duavsd idisa A^^si 
aadpanghit tlw . 

courts. 

dtill, It'snot ths 
sad of ths world you 





















‘-m '' ’.‘ 


I?*' 


J>i T . ‘ 










. -ft'!- 


••r 

*;'r'jr 

1 








*1v 


5*^ 




bBdi^sjjiito •ttparioc 
»p»elamxm. 
Ottei^px«f«r just . . 
lifllife^iiorkoata tlmt 
lag^oimi tlwir asuKil* 

ettrOiinraaeuiU 
' 0t«£«a . 

' Mbttrgy 

1# tato'#i«tMw«rva» 
jutA via^i^laea ., 


ACHUTYOnU. 


Mrotolcia* 

bai«k#tb« 3 , 3 ., oyeli^« 
crom-c6imtty 

iriGii»ff> iotfgiaaf, 

strat^lmi, twiaMiiw 
•ad «Wii0bt-t rviiiiiaa > 

Vpa«l4i^tiMt •«»#& 
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WITHA 


BANG 


An inexplicable 14-month loss of form resulted in a 
confldeime crisis and a slide in the world rankings. 

But suddenly last month, he won his first 
tournament after a long time and was back where 
he belonged: at the top 



AY 19.1981. 

The 7000 

speotators 

attheCltjb 

DeCampo 

inMachM 


were in a tlBsy. A tizzy 
afauepenseand 
anticipation. These 
were the last nunoNtts 0 ^ 
anei^hattie between 
Argentina’s Eidnardo 
Romero and ei^rprise of 
auiprURW, the 
out^-forxn Severiano 
BaUeeterea. At ataksi 
the Spasiiflh Open title. 

14 oouM be any one’s 
victory bat in the 
tehsicmatthelSth 
giean--the29th 
Eoik^llonMen nnaaged 
toa({ueakahead. A 
itio(^idru(dc 
to the par four t^gitee 


lipped out and thus, 
even as the fane heaved a 
sighofr^eCatthe 
tension being over, 
Romero raiSTO hie hands 
aldt: a fine winner at 
the end of it all. 


But Balleeteros was 
not gloomy. On the 
contrary, a wide amile 
^mead aorcws his face as 
quickly he moved 
rerward and shook 
Bomero'e hand. The 
reaeon: after 14 months 
of deiEpair and mental 
tdook and puzzlement 
about what was 
hai^ening, he was back 
to his winning ways. At 
ieBStoloaatohiB 
winning wsjm. Coining 
seoond Is better than 
omning nowhere. 

Anditfanebaena 

leahypuzzijtniiC 

monthifOrthSi 


What rmUly happened? 
Well, even he does not 
know. But sometimes 
such things hiqqxm to 
great axhl^. Simple 
diots suddenly seem 
difficult. The mood and 
the motivation suddenly 
vanishes. There IS 
doubt-doubt that 
beckones a virus and 
invadsB the arms and 
the legs, making 
natural movenmnt and 
rhythm all but 
impoBSihle. 


fbr 14 months, 
BalisfbHne was in this 
h^ hote. He would talre 
part in tournaments and 
be plaoed way down the 
psddAg order. The 
amile was no longer 
there. Instead heoould 
be distinguished by A 
odMumentstRswl. After 
a|I, lOBtngdne'b 


vnmipoingthxoras^ 
temporary. Ooedsy ' 
eveiTtbing would w 
bade to normal and the 
gooluB in him would 
reaseert itself ■ Ashe 
explained: T said to 
myself why Should 1 be 
the only ph^ without 
a lose cdform? EveryoUB 
expertenoea it at some 
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. jtiijQs 09 * atbni^ 

li^.Or<!Qa»i^tl» ., 
pioat litlillin^ 

,,wben the jB M Wim age 
rWsS wl&iin yott. then 
an bujndftd* dou^ 
and pacqfdftdU aroutui 
you an wrtttng you off.* 
^BaBasteraa' 
rrtumtbftjimfaad . 
ataftadaarller. 



For 14 months, 
Ballesteros was in this 
hell hole. He would 
take part in 
tournaments and be 
placed way down the 
pecking order. The 
smile was no longer 
there. Instead, he 
could be 

distinguished by a 
oermanent scowl. 






Skill and form IS not a 
cause for happiness 


A week before the 
8{»Di8hOpen. at the 
diunichi CrowziB in 
Nagoya in. Japan, he 
finiUygothiaact 
together and wen the 
upa. was a stt^ 
bhaakthrougiL jlUInr. 
tiut, ha knwthat he ■ 
woohl pertainnxieaily 
we&ktthagpaxdttt 
Ouaa....• 'i,-.- 



PnaiaIngthmpomnB 

hoMroom 

appreciate a rahni^ 
formof 

BaUeatanMH-wen hi^jpy 
at what waa happening. 
Said Mark MoN^;dty, & 
golfer from Zlinhahw, *I 
don't think there's a 
single golfer on the 
international dTOuit 
who’s not hapi^ at 
Seve'a return to fhm. Xt 
has Iwen an eatanppls fhr. 
ua,drwhatoanhe 
achieved if you have the 
grit. Moat of the time 
people-are not awareof 
the incredildfrpraasure 
dat we are under and 
if a lUin boiling water In 
akettle. When the water 
runs out, the kettle runs 
dry. His kettle is now 
tUU again. Noneof ua 
ever doubted that he 
would be bade.* 

And 80 , at 84 years of 
age, this ohadamatio 
Spaniard has got back 
has aiagloal touch; The 
tutareeuddanly 
ladiettiSB|r.4 
noottnvMai^glittering 
oaraer, Padbtgatbe 
people who Star thle 

leaurgence 3te moat is 
the United States Ityder 
^pteani,dxwathe 
.{saatigiaiw oompetitton 






FOOTBALL FOCUS 



WHAT’S IN A 
NAME? 



T was a night to 
remember. The 
tumultuous 
roar of fans, the ear 
splitting toot of 
horns, the chanting 
of folk songs and 
popping of 


sparkling wine. It was a carnival of gigantic 
proportions as the streets of Genoa came alive 
with the celebrations of the superlative league 
championship win of Sampdoria which made 
history on the night of May 26, 1991 by 
annexing the Italian league championship for 
the first time in 96 years by defeating Lazio in 
the last game of the season. 

Sampdoria, perhaps the only real Italian 
club with home grown talent, has been 
lurking in the shadows for a very long time. 
But they made their intentions of Euro-glory 
clear last season by winning the Cup Winners 
Cup for the first time in 44 years. Till that 
moment many had discounted the outfit not 
giving them any real chance in the European 
club competition. 


EXCEPTION TO THE RULE 


To many it may come as a surprise but 
experts feel Sam^oria today is one of the most 

democratic and best run _ 

clubs in Italy. With 
the sole exception 
of Gianluca Vialli, the 
outfit is thankfully 


devoid of any prima-donnas. 

There are no earth movers but instead simple 
players who like their soccer and play to win. 
Because of this low profile many Italian 
journalists have expressed their frustration 
when it comes to Sampdoria as unlike Milan, 
Napoli and Inter, the club does not have any 
big names. There are no scandals or juicy 
gossip no backroom fights. Says star player 
Italy's Roberto Mancini, "Our results speak for 
us and we do not need any useless publicity.” 

Over the years, while players transfers in, 
Italy have attained the status of horse trading, 
the club has remained immune to this money 
madness. In the last five years or so, the 
defection rate at Genoa has been the least, 
where only nine players have come in and an 
equal number exitecl. Compare this with 
Juventus who bought eight new players this 
season alone. Coach Vujadin Boskov has been 
with the team for eight years. And so have 
many of its players. In fact, the club has 
resisted transfer offers to the tune of $25 
million for Gianluca Vialli. Sampdoria has 
risen in the ranks of grooming young talent. 


PRIDE, NOT MONEY 1 


Will) IK) nauK'S. no lai ^c 
transiLr Icojiaitl, tlio ri. la(i\cl\ 
low j)!!)!!!).' team onl-^hoiu (Ik 
other stiir-stmhled outlit-- lo win 
the most souaht alter Kaoin.’ iiih 
in I he wori^! 


And all this because of Paulo Mantovini, 
President and owner of Sampdoria. He made 
his investment when it was an absolutely 

no-hope debt-ridden 
club. Twelve years have 
passed since and 
Mantovini's 
shipping and oil 





fortune have taken the club to the very top of 
the pole. Says the tycoon, "It was the only 
dream I had. 1 had to make it come true. For me 
Sampdoria is like a child whom I have seen 
grow and grow." 

But for him it has not been an easy or a 
straight ride. This self made Italian billionaire 
who staned out in World War II renting his 
bicycles to American Gls in exchange of 
cigarettes which brought in big money on the 
black market, recently suffered a heart attack. 

A triple bypass later, he was back and 
patiently guided his boys on the road to the 
top. Piayers like Gianluca Vialli, Roberto 
Mancini and Pieuo Vierchowod are products 
of Mantovini's grooming who despite his 
fortune takes personal interest in the daily 
affairs of the club. 

Mantovini has introduced lucrative reward 
schemes. Last season when Sampdoria won 
the Cup Winners Cup, he rewarded each of his 
players with a $ 75,000 bonus. And this time 
around, each member of the squad gets $ 
100,000 plus a Mercedes Benz. And Vialli nets 
$ 10,000 for each one of his 19 goals. That's 
straight $ 190,000 for the enigmatic striker 
who takes home a pay cheque of a cool 
half-a-million dollars. Says Mantovini, "For 
me its not money but the pride which matters 
the most. My boys understand that and are 
happy obliging this old man.” And all the 
winnings are equally distributed amongst the 
squad. Thats democracy, Sampdoria style. 

BORING BUT WINNING 





Under these friendly playing condition, 
Sampdoria has gone from strength to strength 
ever since they reached the finals of Cup 
Winners Cup in 1989. Labelled as a team 
which made boring soccer, Sampdoria lost to 
Barcelona in the closely fought 1989 final. In 
1990 they set the score right when they 
trounced Anderledu 2-0 and started their 
conquering march. 

However, this season they haye had mixed 
foitimes. Though they became the league 
champi<His, the Cup Winners Ctip slipped out 
of their hands. San^pdoria's 3-2 loss <m aggr 
accounted for it. With this kind of goal 
average, no one, not even Inter could come in 
the way. 

Says Viallii "I have built 
my body up physically as well as 


Gkaniuca VioHi: Coming out a disappointing 
World Cup ho is today tho hottod proporly In 
Italian rootboU 

mentally. My stress on total fitness has helped 
us quite a bit this season. My heart goes out to 
our players who have been on the soccer fields 
almost for ten months now." 

By the time Sanmdoria had played 10 
matches in the Italian league, they were 
dancing to the winning beat. Initially it was a 
race between Sampdoria and Inter Milan for 
the title. But halfway through the season, it 
was a foregone conclusion that championship 
was going the San^oria way. And the 
manner in which thc^ decimated the 
cqiposltiOR is incredible. Out of their 34 league 
marches, the dub won 21, drew 10 and lost 
only three. Thanks to the devastating form of 









ThaAzzuri; 

Sampdorla’s 

only 

raprasentatlon 

IsVislli, 

(kneoilngtotide 
Baggio in th* 
middle) 


ITALY 



FINAL TABLE 
P W D 
34 20 11 
34 18 10 


L F A 

8AIIPDORIA 34 20 11 3 S7 24 

ACMHm 34 18 10 6 48 19 

imarMilan 34 18 10 6 S6 31 

Gtnoa 34 14 12 8 51 36 

Torino 34 12 14 8 40 29 

Parma 34 13 12 9 35 31 

Juvantua 34 13 11 10 45 32 

NapoH 34 11 15 8 37 37 

Roma 34 11 14 9 43 37 

Atalanta Btrgamo 34 11 13 10 38 37 

Lazio 34 8 19 7 33 36 

FioronUna 34 8 15 11 40 34 

Bari 34 9 11 14 41 47 

Cagliari 34 6 17 11 29 44 

Lacca 34 8 13 15 20 47 

Piaa 34 8 6 20 34 60 

Caaana 34 5 9 20 28 58 ' 

Bolo^ 34 4 10 20 29 63 

Bottom four relegated. Foggle, Verona, and two 
others promofod. 

Top acoiam: 19, Viaili ffiampdoria); 16, Maithaui (im 
15. Aoulara (Genoa). SkuhravyiOenosd: RObcd 




34 18 10 6 56 31 

34 14 12 8 51 36 

34 12 14 8 40 29 

34 13 12 9 35 31 

34 13 11 10 45 32 

34 11 15 8 37 37 

34 11 14 9 43 37 

34 11 13 10 38 37 

34 8 19 7 33 36 

34 8 15 11 40 34 

34 9 11 14 41 47 

34 6 17 11 29 44 

34 8 13 15 20 47 

34 8 6 20 34 60 

34 5 9 20 28 58 

34 4 10 20 29 63 



Gianluca Viaili and Roberto Mancini, the 
Genoese outfit scored a hooping 57 goals 
while their opposition could only muster up 
21. Viaili, as mentioned earlier, stuck 21 times 
while Mancini accounted for 10. With this 
kind of goal average, no one, not even Inter 
could come in the way. 

Says Viaili, "Agreed that I have scored many 
goals this season but the credit goes to the 
whole squad. My teammates were 
magnificent." To this A.C. Milan's Ruud Gullit 
adds, "At Sampdoria they play utilitarian 
soccer which translates into scoring goals. 

They had us outclassed totally." Sampdoria 
was the only team to have won both its 
matches against A.C. Milan. Add to this a win 
and a draw each against Inter Milan and 
Juventus and many Italian newspapers are 
calling Sampdoria's achievements as 
ground-breaking. An editorial in the 
influential Gazette Delo Sport said, "There has 
never been such a well oiled soccer machinery 
in the history of Italian soccer. As individuals, 
they are work horses. And as a team they are 
like a Ferrari Testarossa in top gear." 

Adds Lothar Matthaeus, "I hate to admit it, 
but at times they were running circles around 
us." That's high praise indeed for a club whose 
members are the least known players in whole 
of Italy. Says Mantovini, "My trust in my 
players and God's good graces have helped me 
achieve the only dream I ever had in life. It is 
the greatest achievement of my life." 








QUESTIONS 


1 Which yreat 
• allroimder 
blew his brains out 
leaving a suicide 
note that said. "1 
hope to have a bet - 
ter knock in the 
next innings." 

2 Who istlie only 
• Test cricketer 
to be executed for 
murder? 

3 An Olympic 
• boxing champ 
and Test cricket 
captain, he was 
drowned at sea. 
Name him. 

4 He is now a 
• best selling 
writer of racing 
thrillers. Previous¬ 
ly he was a champ¬ 
ion Jockey. Who is 
he? 

5 Who was the 
• only world 
chess champion to 
die in possession of 
the title? 

6 Which sport 
• had its techni¬ 
cal terms delibera¬ 
tely chosen to have 
sexual connota¬ 
tions in an attempt 


to populari.sc it? 

7 This World 
• Cup goalkee¬ 
per stated that he 
accepted the Nobel 
prize because the 
money would help 


set him up as a 
stock car racer. He 
died in a car crash. 
Wlio was he? 

8 Which 
• Phiglish 

cricket captain sur- 


ANSWERS 

1. G. Aubrey Faulkner (South AMca) 

2. L. Hylton (West Indies) for kilting his wife 

3. J.W.H.T. Douglas 

4. Dick Franci.s 

5. Alexander Alekhine, who suffered a heart attack 
while playing chess 

6. Bridge; Approach forcing, pne over one. !>t)aee/.e. 
suip. going to bed. peter etc. 

7. Albert Camus 

8. Sir Stanley luckson 

9. Don King 

10. A violent New York street gang version of ‘ehor 
police' 

11. Sumo Wre.st|ing 

12. Severed human heads 
O. Rugby 

M. Ivan the Yenrible and naturally he had them executed 
if they were captured 

i5. A Pathan gome where two villages ftgbt for posses¬ 
ion of a goat 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN 
COMPILED BY: 

DEVANGSHU DUTTA 
32/lA, NANDAN ROAD, 
CALCUTTA-700025 


\nvcd an assassina¬ 
tion attempt in 
Calcutta? 

9 Which boxing 
• personality 
has been twice con¬ 
victed for homicide? 

-I f\ What is 
X W • 'Ringolevio'? 

1 1 In which 
JL • sport arc 
the participants 
trained to with¬ 
draw their scrotal 
sas to avoid injury? 

1 Q When 
X . Timur Lane 
played polo, what 
did'he use as balls? 

1 O Apart from 
X O • a professio¬ 
nal who will 
assume any posi¬ 
tion in the world’s 
favourite sport, a 
‘hooker’ is also a 
position in which 
outdoor game? 

1 A Which 
X ^ • Czar played 
living chess with 
rondemned crimi¬ 
nals as the pieces? 


15 . 


What is 
'Buskhazi'? 













Time was when a decathlon didn’t happen without 
Daley Thompson winning It. Now, older and fighting 
Injury, he’s struggling to go the distance. Is this the 

beginning of the end? 


T 

■here 

are those who feci 


(halawitinlng 
decathlete deserves 
more than one gold 
medal. And why not? 

Hell, these guys take part 
; in ten gruelling events, 

^ and the best man over 
the two-day competition 
is the winner. Seems a 
little unfair, right? 

Well. Daley 
Thompson’s got no 
complaints. But that 
could jusi be because 
he's got more gold 
medal s lhar> he knows 
; what to do with. 

; Olympic, world. 

■ Commonwealth and 
Euro|)ean decatlikm 

■ champ at one time, this 
is one guy who didn’t 

. mind the singularity of 
> the medal placed on his 
chest. As long as it 
y gleamed golden. 

% 

I But that was all some 
% years back. Now the man 
ft would be happy to 
T simply last the distance. 

: To compete in-and 
complete-all ten events. 

,5 That’s how much the 
J scenario has changed for 
the great decathlete. 
Having completed none 
of the 5 irec decathlons 


> # ■ - iji. 




- 















he has taken part in 
since he finished a 
surprise fourth at the 
Seoul Olympics In 1988. 
Thompson faces the 


Speed has always been 
the essence of 
Thompson’s decathlon 

stark reality of fading 
away from the sport as a 


man who couldn’t last 
the distance. 

At a recent 

international decathlon 
match between Britain 






and Spain at Alhama 
the 32 year old 
Thompson started ofl in 
fine style But just 
couldnt sustain the 
momentum An 
11 second lOOmspnnt 
into a headwind and a 


sc ratch from the 400m 
Even the following 
day-the 110m 
hurdlcs-saw him stop 
the clock at 15 68 
seconds well below his 
normal Buttherc*al 
ti uth of Thompson s 
plight had i. ome through 
loud and clear muc h 
c arlier at the long jump 
pit Normally an easy 7 5 
metre jumper he barely 
managed 6 86m I lis 
teammate Mark Bishop 
was so disgusted that he 
lemarked he jumped 
like a sack of potatoes 

If Thompson was 
disappointed and he 
must have beei> 
c onsidenng the fierce 
f omjietltor he has been 
all along ht didn t show 
It It s be en harder than 1 
imagined fie said of his 
c omback attempt after 
the knee injury that kt pt 
him out of the 
C ommonwealth Games 
and European 
Championships last 
ytai 5011 then 
immediately bounc ed 
back to his cherubic self 
quipping that the 
dec athlonhasnot 
progressed from the 
time when he ruled the 
roo'A 

But the rest of the 
British team apparently 
dldi^ share his 
ligh®eaitedness While 
most of the other 
dec athletes cast 
arc using glanc es at 
Thompson s coac hing 
adviser Flank Dick the 


0 

maintained a typically 
British stoicism It is 
disappointing He 
intended to finish he 
said of Thompson s 
attempt 

Even Frank Dick 
blatantly hawking his 
c lient in the hope he 
would rec.apture some of 
his former glory was 
disappointed Having 
said before the event that 
Thompson s only 
problem might be the 



1 500m he certainly 
didn t have an aiiswc r 
when his man failed to 
answer the start ei sgun 
for the 400m on the 
evening of the first day 
Itself Thompson at 
3 075 points aftc r the 
fli st four events and wc 11 
behind sc heduk lor the 
Bntish qualifying mark 
of 7 850 points didn t 
think ft worth his while 
to cany oiiandiisk 
injury if the tickc t to the 
World Championships in 
Tokyo wasn t happening 
I would not want to go 
to 1 okyo lor the sake of 
it he said when asked if 
he was aiming for a 
c omt back at the Woi Id 
Fiac k and Field 
(hamptonships at the 
Japanese capital this 
August A sc oi e of8 20i) 
or 8 JOOisnotwliatlm 




46 54m disc us promised 
much Then came a poor 
1 83m high jump an 
equally dismal 14 84m 
put of the shot and a 


man who is rumored to 
have edged the 
out of-fom Thompson 
Into the team squad 
manager Alan Llndrop 



It Thompson pu^ini 
Htttstoofartf 


tuck* I 


tlmt7 
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looking for he 
continued adding I 
V ant to be the best 
decathlete In the world 
iigain and all my efforts 
are channelled towards 
that I would go if I 
started going great but it 
Is not In the forefront of 
my mind now 

And then Just to 
remind everyone that 
this was the Daley 
Thompson they were 
quizzing he reverted 
bac k lo his cocky ways 
by flaunting his 
I se\ en year old woi Id 
rec oi d (set at t he 19841 
Games) of 8 847 points 
1 must havf a wl( ked 
chant c in Tokyo because 
1 do not ha\ t to be as 
good as 1 used to be hf 
said while hinting none 
too subtly lhal the 
i oinpt til ion todav isn t 
nil that tough 
Sa\lngthat his 
I II setorul sprint into 1 
strong he <idwind md 
[ light lain was worth 10 7 
i or so in pt rit f t 
conditions Thompson 
i tlso stressed that he has 
to woik on his spet d 
Ont t his strongest 


ally-hls sprinting 
prowess- he now accepts 
that he needs to work on 
It My whole decathlon 
has always been based 
on my speed and onte I 
get to 10 5 everything 
will start clicking into 
plat e he said 

I hib optimism IS 
shared by Spain s 
22 year old t hamplon 
decathlete Antonio 
Penalvatoo Having 
nolt ht d up the year s 
best performance in the 
dec athlon-8 30f. 
points he opined that 
Daley Thompson is 
capable of 8 400 or 8 500 
at tht Barcelona 
Olyinpit s In othei 
words letting Thompson 
know subtly that he is 
Capable of making a 
t omebac k but It will 
Lake tunc 

Andasfoi thi nimour 
that l.imilv lilt might 
havt ijken the spat k out 
ol Thonip OP s training 
piogamme the mams 
quic k to shoot it down 
Admitting that ht is very 
attached to his wilt and 
two t hildri n I hompson 
howevci doesn t agiee 


DALEY THOMPSON’S 
WORLD RECORD; 8,847!! 


Set Bit the 1984 Los Ahgeles Olympic Games 


EVENT 

100 

Long |ump 
Shot put 
High jump 


110m huRflse 
Discus 
Pole vault 
Javalln 
1.S0ftn 


PERFOBMANCE 
10 44 secs 

8 01m 
1872m 
203m 
46 97 secs 
14 33 secs 

4B SSm 


6534m 

4lihi(i35sec 


POINTS 


that It uiterferts with his 
t j’-tt r I go lo the liat k 
and instead ol spending 
elghthoursaday theie 1 
spend five hours a day I 
•still get so much in ljust 
talk less he said Going 
by the lighthearted 
bantc r he use d to c ai ry 
on with his fellow 
athletes In earlier days 
that s quite a lot ol time 
he IS saving 
But it was when asked 


The point where it ail 
started going wrong for 
Thompson pole vault, 
Seoul '88 The pole snaps 
and Daley is left stranded 

what he w-is hoping for ir 
the siiriunc i of his 
(omc bcic k that the real 
I honijjson of old 
surfac c d 1 hope the sun 
shine s ht quipped On 
what Ml lhompson'7 
William Rhodes 
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MARY SLANEY 


DESPERATELY 

MARY 



She has had a 20-year 
international career. A career 
studded with world records and leg 

injuries. At the end of it, 

people thought that she would 
retire. But no, she is in peak foi’in 
again this season. 


I 


I 


' FAST FACTS 

1981; Ran her first race as a 11 year oW and won it 
1972: Missed the Munich Olympics because she was 
under aqe 

1973; Becarne America s premier middle distance runner 
when she set world records in the 800m as well as indoor 
records in the 680 yard and 1000 yard races She was ]U$t 
sixteen years old 

1974: Stress fractures prevented her running this year 
1976: The Montreal Olympics was missed because she was a 
virtual cripple unable to walk properly because of shin splits 
and various lower leg ailments 
1980' Missed the Moscow Olympics because the United 
States boycotted the Games in protest against Russia s 
invasion of Afghanistan 

1981 ; Again developed achilles tendonitis in her left foot 
prompting further surgery Lost the year through injury 
1982: Set seven world and American records on three 
continents at distances ranging from 800m to 10 000m 
1983' August Became world champion in the iSOOm and 
3000m in the World Athletics championships in Helsinki m 
Finland 

America goes overboard She is awarded the Jesse Owens 
Award for the most outstanding track competitor in the United 
States This is followed immediately by the Sutlivan Award 
America s premier award for the nation s most outstanding 
athlete 

1914; The famous tumble with Zola Budd in the LA Olympics 
resulted in her being eliminated from the 3000rn 
IMS: Set the woild mtle record this year 
IMS: Took time off to give berth to Ashley Lynn she was 
divorced from Ron Tabb a marathoner and was now married 
to Richard Slaney a British discus thrower 
1H7: Injured again and missed the World Athletics 
championships in Rome 

19M: Framing again and took part in the Seoul Olympics 

Eighth in the 1500m and lOlh m the 3000m 

InO: Achilles Tendon problems and she had to stop running 

Another oHMiPn to remove scar tissue 

1M1: Hasj||flp{le second in a 1 SOOm race in Eugene 

Onwon S^FWdoffPatlisuePitHTier the world stop ranked 

woman runnarifl^e 3000m end SOOOm Her time 4085 


A single glance 
at her career 
record shows 
one thing a 

woman of extraordinai y 
character and resilience 
A world champion in 
one year and then 
BHAM' laid low by 
iryury the next year But 
nothing fazed this 
woman Despite missing 
so many seasons she 
would always pick 
herself up from the floor 
and start practising 
again 

Just for resilience, one 
has to admire Mary 
Slaney Any other 
athlete m her situation 
would have given up 
athletics a long tune 
ago But there 18 a 
certain dogged 
determination in her A 
certam tenacity A 
certain courage She has 
pursued running with a 
single minded 
dedication that makes 
her achievement all the 
more glorious 
Mary Slaney took to 
runnmg by accident 


When she was eleven 
years old she came 
across a notice on her 
school board that invited 
entries foi a r ace in the 
school She put her 
name m as a lai k and 
surprised herself when 
she won the race She 
caught the eye of the 
school coach who saw 
that she had a natural 
running style 
Immediately he took her 
under his wing and that 
was the start of a career 
that has lasted close to 
20 years 

But right from 
the beginning she 
pushed herself 

'I had a tendency to 
overtram from the 
beginnmg of my athletic 
career' she said, 1 used 
to go at it and go at it, 
till my legs crumbled 
And today, her legs are 
covered with scars All 
over the knees and 
around the anklra and 
the legs, there are scars 
of severed operations by 
Burgeons that has made 

. . I.,.,, , . . a y 
















COURAGEOUS 





a wreck of her athletics 
career 

This obsession with 
I unmng has had its side 
effects Her first 
marriage to marathoner 
Ron Tabb ended in 
divorce She went 
through a penod of 
agonised loneliness 
before she met Richaid 
Slaney, a British discus 
thrower And it was 
then that she finally 
obtamed a modicum of 
happmess Where Mary 
was high strung and 
nervous Richard was 
calm and relaxed 

But Slaney a calmness 
could not prevent Mary s 
recurrent physical 
breakdown Year alter 
year she would end up 
periodically m the 
hospital for surgery to 
be done on her legs But 
when ihings went fine 
when uhere was no 
injury and when she had 
a steady amount of 
training immediately 
she won gold medals or 
set world records One 
wonders what would 
have been the track 
record of this woman if 
she was injury free 

And now, motherhcxxi 
has also helped to calm 
her m a way that she did 
not deem possible As 
she says, Tt’shardto 
Ignore a tour-year-old I 
orgamse my training 
aroimd Ashley Lynn’s 
schedule Having the 
baby has helped take the 
pressure off me It has 
helped me not to get to 
the edge cpuckly I’ve 
calmed down qiute a bit ’ 

But m the athletics 
circle she was all but 
forgotten When she 
came last m the 3000m 
m the Seoul Olympics, 


sports writers had 
mentioned that Slaney 
had come to the end of 
her career Everyone 
had written her off 
except she herself She 
refused to give up Theie 
was still one dream to 
achieve an Olympic 
gold medal that was 
cruelly deprived from 
her aftei that latal 
accident with Zola Budd 
in the 84 Los Angeles 
Olympics 

She suffered injury 
problems in 89 but 
slowly and steadily she 
begun to run again till 
this year she has 
reached a high class 
form once again 

In May in Eugene 
Oregon she came 
second m a 1500m i ace 
Her time 4 08 5 And in 
the process she pushed 
back Pattisue Plumei 
who IS the world s top 
ranked woman runner 
m the 3000m and 
5000m to third place 

The media is now 
turning then attention 
once again to this 
all but forgotten 
runner Things seem to 
be lookmg up for her 
now And if she can keep 
herself off the injui ed 
hst and train regularly 
and take part in the 
outdoor season this 
year, then there is every 
chance that she might be 
able to end her 
illustnous athletic 
career on the one 
glorious note that she is 
Icokingfor an Olympic 
gold medal 

Come Barcelona and if 
the Gods are on her side, 
Mary Slaney will have a 
tryst with destiny Till 
then, mum’s the word 
Ashwlii Thomas 








ALL IN THE GAME 



All for a measly $ 100 

Y aiiks. hustlers? Tell us sometlilng new. 
They're hustlers par excellence. And this 
anecdote certainly kept the flag filing. 
Sixty- two year old Harvey Sanders was jailed for 
90 da)rs for cheating In a local road race Taking 
part in the Century City 10 km race. Sanders 
claimed the$100 prize for being the fastest man 
over 60. But his only problem was that no one 
had seen him passing any of the Intermediate 
check points. The Irritated organisers asked 
Sanders to return the prize but Ihe old gent 
stuck to his guns insisting that he had nm the 
10 km and that nobody had noticed. 

Thus, he was tried, tested and found guilty. 
His wife was neither surprised nor sympathetic 
on hearing the sentence: "If he cheated In the 
race. I’ll bet he's been cheating on me for years." 
she said. "Maybe some time in the slammer will 
do him good" 


Anyone For Cricket? 


Here come.s Malaga 

F ootball has already t'onquered the 
world. Cricket’s conquest has been 
subsequently slower in comparison, but it 
marches on regardless. A new cricket ground Is 
being developed in Malaga and it Is to be called 
the Cartoma Oval. The site Is a massive project 
containing over 10.000cubic metres of soil, 
which has been moved lo level an area which 
will house three nets and a pavilion. This is the 
fourth cricket ground In Malaga. Test 
match status and the usual perks of defeating 
Ekigland cannot be iar away, we believe. 


Rocket Man.' 


Ismail’.s outtasight 

T he NA-nONAL football LEAOUE-or 
NFL as we knowit-ls a monstrous body 
that runs the monstrous sport of 
American football. It is also the biggest, 
smartest, most marketing wise and richest 
organisation Ifl sport. It was wonderful then to 
learn that even they could not afford the talents 
of sensatlonalyoung college player Haghlb 
‘Rocket’ Ismalf. 

"There’s nobody like him in football today," 
they say of Raghib. The kid is hot; and he’s 
costly. Represented by Team Rocket-a 
coIlecUon of hot-hot agents, lawyers and 
advisors- the New Bn^and Patriots, who had 
first plc-k in the college draft, were asked for 
$14.5 million over five years. That was cheap 



compared to the offer made to the Dallas 
Cowboys; $ 16.8 million over five years, Ismail 
thus priced himself out of the NFL. 

However, what the NFL can’t afford, the CFL 
can. And Ismail hasjusi signed the richest 
contract in iootball history. He’s joined the 
Toronto Argonauts of the Canadian Football 
League. His salaiy is now $ 14 million over four 
years. 4.2 million in a guaranteed marketing 
package, upto 4 miUlon in attendance 
Incentives. 4 million in other business ventures 
and a share In the ‘potential appreciation' of the 
Argonauts. Team owner Bruce McNall said, "We 
feel he is a sound investment (gulp)." 

Oh. by the way. when the contract expires, 
Rocket will be 25. 









T hree children of 
two former Test 
f n( keters are 
making waves 
but not In the sjwrt then 
lathei s excelltd in Hie 
ymingstti s in question 
are Vikram and Vmay 
sons of fonncr Indian 
captain 

Venkataraghav.in and 
Shubha daiightei ol 
TE Snnivasanwho 
played in one Fi st in New 
7ealand tt n years ago 
Not surpi isingly tlu 
llrst love of both Vlkiani 
now almost 16 and 
Vina\ 14 wascniket 
Vikiani intact was good 
enough to represent 
Tamil Nadu in the 
NutnneSuiJc istai 
Inter stateIJndei I'l 
C nc ket T oiii nainent 
And Ran|ini 
Venkataiaghavail then 
mothei told 
Spoitswoi/c/that there 
are photographs of 
Rohan Gav askar 
bowling to Vikram when 
they were kids way bac k 
in the late ’70s 
Actually it was Vlnay 
who showed an intci est 
in tennis fli st and on 
seeing this his younger 
brother Vikram too 
decided to give tennis a 
try 

But Vikram showed a 
natural aptitude for 
tennis and scxin was 
winning tournaments It 
was obvious that he had 
a better chance to shine 
in tennis rather than 
cricket, and so that's 


whci e Vikram stayed 
Vc ry soon Vikram was 
ranked No 2 nationally 
inthf Undei = 14 
< alegory and quic kly 
f limbed to the lop oi the 
ladder And as he grew 
up his game miprovc'd 
Today Viki am is a t all 
wc'll built lad c unently 
1 alike d No 3 in the 
Under Ifoiategorv 
Hut nowVikiaiiiand 
his parents are in a 
ciiiandarv Does he 
(OIK enti ate on tennis at 
1 he c xpense of his 
studle-'''’ Or diK*s he 
t oncentrate on studies 
and give up tennis ^ 

So wheie does he go 
fi om here''-’ Ranjini and 
Venkatai aghavan have 
just taken a big gamble 
by sending Vikram on a 
thrc*e month toui ol 
Luropt UK and the USA 
He will play in a niimbei 
ot tournaments 


including some TIF 
junior touinments 
ITiere are no such 
problems fai ing Ranjini 
and Venkat as regards 
Vmay a ninth standard 
student at Sishya He of 
course has been 
c one entrating tully on 
tennis rind his parents 
have assured him total 
support if he shows 

Shubha Srinivasan 



Vikram and Vlnay pose with Mrs Ranjini Vmtkataraghavan, 
the wife of Test cricketer S. Venkataraqhavan 


results He also plays 
lairly regularly on the 
national circuit and has 
fell ed well in the 
Undet I2and Under 14 
categories 

Shubha Snnivasan, a 
spnghtly girl of eleven is 
a seveni h standard 
student of Padma 
Seshadn sc hool She 
took to the game at the 
age of SIX and learnt the 
rudiments of tennis fi om 
various c oac hes 
Showing good progress 
partlc ularly over the past 
year Shubha has 
worked her up to No 2 in 
the I Jnder 12 category 
III the state 

What about the role ol 
her parents? 

Well wemobvateand 
enc ourage her says 
T 12 Srinivasan 

When 

Sporti>world asked the 
patents what they do to 
push her. the chirpy little 
lass butted in 
c ontUlently They don t 
push me 1 push myself 

In Shubha s case the 
pi oblem seems to be 
flnant lal Te is a 
well placed exec utivc in 
a c ity firm but then 
tennis is an expensive 
game 

Ixiok at her rac ket 
says Te . It costsRs 
4000 That s almost iny 
month s salary 
Fortunately this racket 
was presented to her by 
Vinoo Mamrnen, 

Dlrectoi MKFwhowas 
impressed by her talent 
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UB Export Bangalore Fillies Trial 
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Bombay-based ftlly Misty Heights lived 


lip to cx[)cetatioTi8 by winning the 


Bangalore Fillies Trial inline style 


T he 

BOMBAY-ba- 
sed filly 
Misty 
Heights, 
trained by 

Imtiaz Sait and ridden by 
Pcsl ShrofT. lived up to 
her reputation when she 
won the UB Export 
Bangalore Killies Trial. 
The dark bay. daughter 
ofRiyahi out of 
Seinlillatlng, has thus 
set a course that appears 
to be following the 
footsteps of her 
illustrious brother 
before her. namely Star 
Contender who had won 
the Colts Trial in 
Bangalore a year ago. 


Owned by the United 
Racing and Bloodstock 
Breeder Pvt. Ltd., 
represented by Vljay 
Mallya. Z.S. Pcxinawalla 
and Mrs. Behroze S. 
Poonawalla. Misty 
Heights became only the 
scx'ond Bombay-based 
Ally to have won this 
Grade-1 classic in the 
last ten years. 

Bred at the Poonawalla 
Estates Stud and 
Agricultural Faram. 
Misty Heights came into 
the trial without the 
benefit of a run. and a 
host of people felt that 
this was something that 
would go against her. 

But they had not taken 


FROM THE belting, Misty 
Heights was the clear 
favourite...It was only her lack 
of experience that prevented 
her from closing the odds-on 
choice 
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BY CYRUS J. MADAN, BANGALORE 


Into account the filly's 
class and ability. Despite 
the fact that she was 
racing for only the 
second time in her life, 
that too on a track that 
was drenched with 
heavy overnight rain. 
Misty Heights turned In 
one of the most mature 
performances that 1 have 
seen. She handled the 
soft underfoot 
conditions with 
remarkable alacrity and 
proved without a doubt 
that she was definitely 


the best of the fairer sex 
on Sunday,June 9. 

Sponsored by United 
Breweries, the UB 
Export Fillies Trial was 
worth Rs 1,59.600 to the 
winner. But 
unfortunately, 
inclement weather in 
Bombay kept her owners 
away from receiving the 
trophy. In fact, with all 
(lights irom Bombay 
being cancelled it was a 
beaming Imtiaz Sait who 
fillcdifh and collecled the 
trophy on behalf of the 
marooned owners, all of 
whom were stuck in 
water-logged Bombay. 

Bangalore too, had 
had its fair share of rain 
as well and Sunday 
dawned grey and dreary 
with heavy Intermittent 
showers, not making 
matters any better. A 
compact field of eight 
fillies lined up to face the 
starter at the 1,600 
metre marker, between 
them representing all the 
five racing centres in 


India. From Bombay 
came the favourite. 

Misty Heights and the 
grey. Dangerous Liason. 
From Calcutta came 
Romantic Memories, the 
full sister to last year’s 
Bangalore Derby winner, 
Romantic Dancer. From 
Madras came Ace of 
Diamonds, already a 
winner of the Nilglrls 
Fillies Trial. Hyderabad 
was represented by 
Cannon Wish while the 
local centre of Bangalore 
was spearheaded by 


Golden Fantasy, Elagle 
Wind and Great Heights. 
A more cosmopolitan 
lineup you could not 
have asked for. 

From the betting. 

Misty Heights was (he 
clear favourite while 
Golden Fantasy was next 
in demand. The rest of 
the runners were at 
sevens and over. It was 
only Misty Heights’ lack 
of experience that 
prevented her from 
closing the odds-on 
choice. In fact, the filly 
who came in for a great 
deal of support was 
Golden Fantasy, the 
heavily backed second 
favourite. The rest, as far 
as the pundits were 
concerned, were 
running for third and 
fourth place. 

Breaking evenly from 
the gates, Eagle 
Wlnd-the stablemate of 
Golden Fantasy-was the 
first to show out. closely 
followed by Romantic 
Memories. Shroff ^ttled 


the favourite. Misty 
Heights beautifully into 
third spot and she was 
followed In close 
attendance by Ace Of 
Diamonds. Dangerous 
Liason, Great Heights 
and Golden Fantasy. The 
last named was badly 
placed all the way with 
Jockey Vasant Shinde 
never really giving her a 
chance to settle at any 
stage of the race, but 
frankly speaking as it 
turned out, it made little 
to no difference at all to 
the outcome of the race. 

file order remained 
somewhat unchanged 
until about the - 
600-njetre marker. 

As they straightened 
up. Misty Heights did not 
have an opening as she 
was behind Eagle Wind 
while Romantic 
Memories was up on her 
outside. Had Gowll. 
astride Memories, sat a 
little longer Shroff could 
have found himself in 
trouble, but instead he 
went for his gun 
immediately in order to 
get first run on the field. 
As she shot into the lead. 
Shroff eased Misty 
Heights onto the outside 
and the race was as good 
as over. 

At the wire she was a 
good three lengths ahead 
of Romantic Memories 
who, in turn, was four 
lengths the good of Ace 
Of Diamonds while 
Golden Fantasy was a 
further seven lengths in 
arrearsjust about 
getting foiarth place. The 
time for the race was 1 
min. 40.2 see which was 
a far ciy from any record, 
but then taking into 
consideration the state 
of the track and the 
heavy underfoot 
conditions it was a time 
that was pretty good 
indeed. # 


ON A track that was drer^ched 
with heavy overniaht rain, 
Misty Heights turnea in one of 
the most mature 
performances...and proved 
without a doubt that she was 
definitely the best 
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D IIAKA, 1989. 

Banfjladesh 
national B 
team wallop¬ 
ed India in 

I the President’s Clip. We 
sulked and had the teme 
rity to say (hat it was a 
fluke victory. That was a 
matter of opinion. But to 
gauge the standard of 
the game in any country 
you have to look at the 
club level. In this sphere 
too the Dhaka teams arc 
far superior to Calcutta's 
Big Three if the recent 
Bangladesh Tobacco Co. 
Club Cup tournament 
which was won byAbaha- 
ni Krirachakra, is anyth¬ 
ing to go by. 

Held for the greater 
cau.se of charity-in aid of 
the victims of the recent 
cyclone disaster the 
Bangladesh Football 
Federation mastermind¬ 
ed this touniament-ll 
unfortunately exposed 
India’s appalling football 
standard. 

Mohammedan Sport 
ing Calcutta lost both 
their group ties. The first 
dnibbing was meted out 
by Mohun Bagan 
although Shabbir All’s 
boys did pul up a good 
show. Then Abahani 
avenged their Calicut 
Nagjecdefeat. But this 
was one match in which 
the refereeing was outra¬ 
geously appalling. When 
Chibuzor collided with 
keeper Mohsin in front of 
the goalmouth, both fell 
but the agile Moshin got 
up and malli'lously kick¬ 
ed the Nigerian who 
retaliated. The referee 
did nothing. He was tho¬ 
roughly inept, a free- 
for-all followed and the 
game was held up for six 
minutes. 

In this tense situation 
coach Shabbir ali enter¬ 
ed the field and jo.stled a 
linesman. l.^ter the 


itf 


coach Instead of apologi¬ 
sing complained that the 
particular linseman pro¬ 
voked the situation.An 
official complaint was 
made by club boss Mir 
Md. Omar and the lines¬ 
man never got any 
further posting. 

Mohammedan SC had 
gone to Dhaka with a lot 
of confidence (though 
wtthout four talented 


Union to lead the attack 
after the Interval but lack 
of practice and inexperi¬ 
ence told the rest of the 
story. 

Against Dhaka league 
champions Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting, East 
Bengal’s citadel collap- 
.sed. After Naklbdid the 
damage, the Calcutta 
side, with dogged deter¬ 
mination neutralised via 


a Prasanta Baneijee 
attempt. It seemed the 
inter-club transfer had 
caused a tremendous 
setback to East Bengal. 
The defence needed 
Monoranjan Bhattachar- 
Jee: Sudip Chattei^ec's 
absence was felt in the 
midfield and a Cheema 
Okerie was missing In 
the attack. This was 
clearly Indic-ated in their 



Calcutta's Big Three clubs were well and truly 
outplayed by the Bangladesh teams in a charity 
tournament held to aid cyclone victims 









semis against Abahani 
whose dreaded strikers 
Ruml and Aslam, noted 
for their striking and sco¬ 
ring abilities, scored a 
goal each. Krlshanu Dey 
managed to reduce the 
margin but 1 hat was not 
enough. 

Subhas Bhowmick’s 
Mohun Bagan perform¬ 
ed well in the two group 
matches. But in the 
semis against Dhaka 


Mohd. SC they were tho¬ 
roughly outplayed. This 
aweful display was due 
to the Bagan coach's tac¬ 
tical blunders. 

Moreover. Bagan could¬ 
n’t adjust to the quagmi¬ 
re conditions. It was 
Nakib again who set the 
Calcutta team back. He 
is an awesome striker 
who scored a hat-trick in 
the Seoul Pre-Olympics 
against the Philippines 



and is in great demand 
these days. 

How is it that 
Bangladesh have such 
talented juniors? Believe 
it or not the top teams of 
Dhaka have mostly 
under-23s who are capa¬ 
ble of matching our 
megastars. Three years 
ago the national federa¬ 
tion made it compulsory 
that each big team must 
field two under-19 
players in the league (an 
experiment which we 
have just started). This 
has had tremendous 
impact and most of the 
top teams have more 
Juniors like Nakib, Sha- 
bir. Ghouse. Roxy. Alam- 
gir. Barun and a host of 

The ball enters past 
Mohun Bagan keeper 
Tanumoy Bose. Dhaka 
Mohammedan SC beat 
the Calcutta team via a 
Nakib (inset) attempt. 
He also scored against 
East Bengal 
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others. The Juniors are 
holding centrestage. 

Their soccer is moving 
in the right direction. 
With the presence of the 
prodigies the game’s sjje- 
ed has gone up and the 
Calcutta teams found it 
rather difficult to cope up 
with them. Physically, 
too. they are superior, 
the reason being that 
these players are mostly 
from the upper middle 
class families who can 
afford I he nuixitlous diet 
from an early age. where¬ 
as our players (most of 
them) come from humble 
backgrounds. For our 
players i( is mostly strug¬ 
gle all the w’ay. 

Although the Calcutta 
teams came back with 
shattered dreams there 
was one consolation: The 
Big'Ihrce are still super¬ 
ior inhere skill is concer¬ 
ned. But the Dhaka 
players are more profes¬ 
sional in their attitude. 
Tliis is primarily due to 
the training being 
imparted by foreign 
coaches at the club level. 
T heir style of the game 
has undergone a sea 
change. They have adapt¬ 
ed the the modem game 
well. The existing "old 
style" in Calcutta had 
stagnated the game. 

The SAF Games at 
Colombo (Sri l.anka) are 
around the corner. We 
must remember that 
India’s superiority took a 
bigjolt when she won the 
bronze at Islamabad. Do 
we have to settle for the 
same at Colombo? Or 
can Josef Gelei see India 
through? The B<mgla 
players have advanced 
and now a German coach 
is training them for 
Colombo. And who 
knows they could win 
their first SAF Games 
soccer gold, pushing 
India further behind. 

Rupak Saha, Dhaka 

PICTunES BV S*NTtMOV SANVAL 




Interesting snippets from the world media that we normally don’t get to hear about.. 


CRICKET FOR CHARin 


SPORTING 


A CRICKET 

match will be 
held at the 
Wembley 

stadium for the first time 
in September this year. A 
team from Europe will 
take on the Rest of the 
World in a day/night 
game as part of a 10 
million chartty appeal 
y>earheaded by former 
English Test captain. 
David Gower which will 
benefit the Memorial 
Fund for Disaster Relief 
and help the 

Former English Test captain, 
David Gower Is spearhsMing 
an appeal for disaster victims 



property, but, had to 
relinquish it to pay some 
outstanding death 
duties. 

Karim claims that he 
had an oral agreement to 
buy the 1.200 acres 
GiUtown property for the 
princely sum of $ 14.2 
million. Unfortunately 
for the Aga he doesn't 
have the claim in writing. 

At the same time, a 
Japanese businessman 
claims that he too has an 
agreement to buy the 
same property-but with 
a i^ned option. 

The Aga Khan is in a 
quandary as to who he 
should sell it to. For once 
his sharp business or 
rather horse sense has 
deserted him. 













SAVE THE RUNNERS 


N OWTHATwe have a 
Wildlife Fund for the 
animals, one should be 
started for runners. The 
relatively harmless 
activity of running to 
keep fit has backfired on 
eight runners in Norway. 

The runners were 
taking a harmless jog in 
the woods when an 
enraged mother elk 
attacked them. The 
reason for the sudden 
ambush was that they 
had strayed too close to 
her calves. 

The furious mother elk 
broke one runner’s collar 
bone, loosened another’s 


teeth and trampled the 
remaining six. 

"The elk caught me 
completely by surprise," 
said one runner. "It 
attacked me from the 
side and ran me down. I 
didn’t have a chance." 

How about passing the 
hat around for a Save the 
Runners fund. 

HABITSJIIEHARD 


T he ITALIANS seem to 
have a problem with 
die taxing authorities. 

Tax affairs have brought, 
woe to the agents of 
many of Italy’s top soctef' 
stars. 

Antonio Caliendo, 46. 
whose company 


International Public 
Sport has World Cup 
heroes, Roberto Baggio 
and Salvatore Schlliacl 
on its books, was 
arrested for trying to 
bribe an officer ofthe 
finance police. 

He was given a 
10 -month suspended 
sentence. Before 
becoming a football 
agent, he was a docker 

Salvatore Schlltaci’s agent, who 
was arrested recently, Is alleged¬ 
ly involved with the Mafia 


and anybody who knows 
a little about the Mafia 
would know the d^ks 
are run by them. ' 
Therefore, it was 
obviously an old habit. 



agent into troublel 


SENNA BORINS? 


|y|lSCHIEF MAKER 
fwlAyrton Senna is 
once again creating 
problems for the 
mulUmillion dollar world 
of motor racing, but 
through r^o fawt of his 
own. 

Although the Brazilian 
is a superb ambassador 
for the sport, he is in 
danger of being labeled 
’boring' for his outright 
brilliance on the race 
track. Having won all 
four Grand Wxs this 
season, he seems to be 
turning Formula One 
raring into a predictable 
proce.ssion at the wrong 
time. 

The people in trouble, 
because of Senna’s 
winning ways, are the TV 
moghuLs who want good 
return for their money 
and also, as an after 
thought, want 
entertainment value for 
their viewers. They are 
disappointed that 
Formula One is not 
providing that at the 
moment with Senna 
leading the field. 

Senna’s last win in 
Monaco resulted in 
600,000viewers 
switching off their TV 
sets before the race was 
over-a big loss to British 
Broadcasting 
Coiporatlon. 

Vimilethe fans want t o 
see amanbecome a 
legend, they also want to 
see some other drivers 
take the chequered flag. 
The sponsors and the 
people who make if 
happen arc keeping their 
fingers crossed, hoping 
that Senna would lose a 
few races to keep up the 
spectator Interest as well 
as let the cash flow in. • 








MAILBAG 


Brilllanti 


T he cover story on Dilip 

Vengsarker, (Why is he so 
unloved) by Robin 
Chattcr|ec was brilliant. 1 
am sure that the 'Colonel’ won't 
remain unloved for long. After 
reading the interview one cannot 
hate the Indian batting maestro 
any more. 

The interview that Vengsarkar 
gave to Soumltra Bose was also of a 
very high quality. One wortders as 
to why the interview was tom up. It 
remains one of the most forthright 
interviews of his. where 
Vengsarkar speaks his mind. 
Colonel, we are with you all the way. 
ARTAMISHRA. 

Cuttack. 

T he cover on Sachin Tendulkar, 
(15-21 May. '91) by Robin 
Chatteijee was timely and well 
written. Here's wishing him all 
success in his endeavours. Hope 
that he will give us some superb 
batting performances in the 
coming World Cup. 

DEBASIS MOHANTY. 

BaJasore. 


It Took My Breath Away ■ 


T hank you very much for the 
excellent pictures of Sachin 
Tendulkar. (15-21 May. ’91). He 
stands out as the best batsman in 
our country’s cricket scene. Robin 
Chatterjee, did a good job with the 
writing, and believe me, the 
interview really took my breath 
away. I’m sure that all the ardent 
fans of Sachin realty adored the 
Interview. 

Sportsworld, you have proved it 
again that you are the best sports 
magazine going. Keep up the good 
Job. 

SANOrTA ‘JUKU’PATHAK, 
Guwahati. 


Back With A Bang 


T he great Ian Botham Is back in 
the English side with a bang. 
And his four wicket haul in the first 
one-dayer has pul to rest any 
doubts that people had about his 



bowling prowess. Just goes on to 
confirm that he is still one of the 
best all rounders going. 

Despite the injury that he 
sustained, one hopesvthat he will 
be back In the squad lor the second 
Test and mesmerise his fans once 
again with his craft. 

RAJEEV MOHAN. 

TinsukJa. 


(jreat 


T he interview with Steffi Graf in 
the issue (22-28 May, ’91), was 
great. The preview for the French 
Open also made good reading. Do 
give us the full details of the coming 
tennis tournaments. 
Complimenting the good issue was 
the superb poster of Stefan 
Edberg.. Thanks a ton. 

ARINDAM BHATTACHARYA. 

New Delhi, 


Variety Please! i 


I’VE been a regular reader of 
Isportsworld for the last three 
years. After being closely 
associated with the magazine, 1 
have noticed that the n^azine 
really does justice only to a couple 
of tennis stars. Like Steffi Graf for 


example and as a result not much 
attention is paid to the other stars 
in the tennis world. 

Here’s hoping that we get some 
good interviews with other 
personalities. 1 also take the 
opportunity to thank the magazlrie 
for the excellent posters. I would be 
very obliged if you could give us a 
po.ster of Stefan Edberg (a close up 
please). 

Thanks also for tfie superb 
article on BJom Borg (20-26 
March, ’91). Do keep up the good 
work. 

ANXIOUS. 


llianks! 


K udos to the Sportsworld team 
for the tennis summer special 
issue. (22-28 May, ’91). The 
articles and predictions about the 
French Open were interesting and 
informative at the same time. The 
pictures accompanying the story 
were also delightful. Hope you will 
continue the good work for the rest 
of the tennis season. 

J.JERRIN, 

Nagercoil 

The photograph of Monica Seles on 
the cover of this issue is by Tommy 
Hindley. 














KARATE 


C ARRYING on 
with the 
advance 
conditioning 
echnlques This week we 
iTe working on the shins 
>tand lacing your 
lartner In the kumlte 
lose Then, bring your 
ihlns together, starting 
iff gently and gradually 
vorking up the Intensity 
IS your shins get used to 
he impact As with the 
brearms, try and make 
iure you don t make 
?ontat t In the same spot 
werytlme Instead 
lying lor the entire 
ength of the shin bone 
One e you have 
iompleted this-as with 
he lorearms-massage 
he area that has been 
:aklng the Impact so that 
he pain subsides and 
he blood clrculabon Is 
-estored 

ly ShivaJI Ganguly 

(yokuahlnkaHcan karate 

Stand facing your partner 
and bring the iegs 
together, making contact 
vim the ahin (aa ahown in 
inset) 




THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HANO 







ROUNDUP 


j\ge-Ciroiip 

Aquatics 


H OS'I'S Collc'ge Square* could not 
have asked for more in their 
platinum jubilee year. With a rich 
haul oJ 62 medals, including; 26 
f>olds. College Square Iriuniphed in 
the All-Bengal Aj^e Group Aquatics 
m<;et. 

The only team expected to mn 
College Square clo.se in the tiirls' 
section was Hally Swimming 
Centre. Howrah. Hut main hope 
IJmiila Chhelri. who returned from 
the national camp in Bangalore, 
took part sparingly and probably 
reserved hcrselt for the .Stale 
Age-Group meet which would 
follow tfic College Square- 
championships. 

The hosts ruled the 
roost as Colle-ge Square swamped 
the opposition en route towinning 
the Junior boys,’ junior girls’ and 
sub-junior girl.s' team 
championships logging 62. 74 and 
a whopping 98 points, 
respectively. The boys’ sub-junior 
title went to Bowfiazar Bayam 
All winners in the Age-Group 
Aquatics: Manoj Dutta, Gargi 
Dutta and Rupa Ganguly 


Samity with 60 points a club better 
known for Its waterpolo players. 

With Urmila only making a token 
appearance in the meet. State 
swimmer Gargi Datta of the hosts 
took away the individual honours 
in tfie girls’ section. Gargi. a 
15-year old, amassed 40 points in 
Group I events and bagged at least 
three individual gold medals. 
Including two-the 50m freestyle 
and the 100m backstroke -on the 
last day of the championship. 

Among the multiple medal 
winners were Sumita Parul. The 
Howrah girl has scenu-d to improve 
over the years and her group III 
perlormanee in this meet was 
anot her indication of her constant 
improvement. 

Recordwlse, the College Square 
competitions were a damp squib. 
Only 1 wo State records were 
bettered with Urmila breaking the 
200 m individual medley mark set 
by fonner Bengal aqua-queen, 

Fiula Chow'dhuiy some seven years 
ago. 

Umiila’s record in I he 200m 
individual medley was more or less 
expected. She holds the national 
mark (2:42.39) in this event and 
thus her 2:46.96 here was not 
surprising. Bula’s mark stood at 
2:48.8 seconds. 

Sreeja MazumdarofBowbazar 
bettered the 50m freestyle for girls 
in Grouj) II. Sreeja bettered Gargi's 


State mark of 31.30 seconds to 
30.58 seconds. Sreeja. touching 14 
years, was one of the promising 
swimmers of the meet. 




I T was a remarkable feat for a 
team which was playing in the 
first division league for the first 
time. South Eastern Railway, 
which made their local debut Just a 
couple of seasons ago in the West 
Bengal Volleyball Association 
leagues, lafiided a grand double 
this season by winning the 
women s knockout and later 
capping it with the superleague 
title. 

The reason why the Railway or 
the institutional teams do so well in 
any level of competitions, whether 
in the Stale or in the country. Is the 
fact that top players eire lured awav 
by dei erit jobs. It was the same 
siory here in the State women's 
volleyball league. 

The statidard between the 
Railway sides-Eastem and South 
Eastern-and other first division 
teams Is so big that I he organisers 
are already thinking in terms of 
forming an elite division where the 
top six will be in the fray. 

SER entered the first division by 
topping the second divisicn last 
year. TTiey soon became a force to 
reckon with when they simply 
cruised to the State kno^'kout title 
with an all-win record. 

The Super league was held for 
the first time among the top six 
sides of the 12-team league. 
Though SER lost to defending 
champions Eastern In the league 
phase of the tournament, they 
made short work of them in the 
round-robin superleague 
engagements. 

A win against Tollygunge 
Subhas Sangha in their last match 
ensured SER the superleague 
crown. In yet another one-sided 
match, SER outplayed Tollygunge 
15-4, 15-4 and 15-12 to end a 
splendid year. 

On an adjacent court. Eastern 
overcame Belur Youth 15-3. 

14-16,15-2, 15-2toend 













would be got through well wishers, 
donations and subscriptions. To 
set the ball rolling there would be 
500 life members paying Rs 1000 
each. Mr. Soundarajimwas 
hopeful of turning this figure of Rs. 
five lakhs to Rs. 50 lakhs in a 
couple of years time. 

The Sports Foundation in an 
effort to display Its business-like 
attitude has already started 
functioning by sponsoring the trip 
of promising young cricketer. S. 
Sharath to the UK with Kaiiash 
Gattanf's Under-19 team. Sharath 
left this month. Then from this 
month there would be various 
awards for Cricketer of the Month. 
Cricketer of the Year, table tennis 
Player of the Month and table 
tennis Player of the Year. 

The awards range from Rs 2000 
to 5000 and a memento. The 
criteria for selection oflhc awards 



runners- up. a point behind the 
leaders. Uclurwilh three wins took 
the third sjiul. while Sulkia 
AsscH'ialion riinsheri lourth on 
better set averages. 1 

Soumitra Bose 


Sports 

Foundation 


S OME prominent sports loving 
citizens in the city headed by Dr 
MAM Ramaswamy, as the 
President, have fonned an 
organisation which they hope will 
be a unique concept In the history 
of Indian sport. 

Known as the "Sports 
Foundation", the society’s basic 
function will be to promote sports. 
Possibly some of the objectives as 
outlined at a press conference in 
Madras.thls month.are the same as 
any other sports association, but 
the fact that this will be a 
privately-run organisation with no 
afflllaUon to any Sports Federation 
or a Government agency, and with 
its own funds is what makes it 




unique. 

According to Sports Foundation 
Vice-President N.C.SoundaraJan. 
the organisation would 
complement the work done by 
various affiliated sports 
associations. He expressed i he 
hope that the Foundation would 

give a new lllip. direction and a 
sense of achievement to Indian 
sport, 

For a start, the organisation will 
limit Its activity to Tamil Nadu, but 
after necessary funds had been 
obtained, Soundarajan said Ihe 
Foundation would have a national 
outlook. 

Finance for running the 
organlsaUon’s ambitious activities 


would be based on performance as 
well as potential. These, the 
organisers made it clear were 
initial efforts and ultimately the 
Foundation would cover many 
more sports. 

The organisers admitted they 
were inspired by the ATP Computer 
Rankings in tennis and the 
Deloitte Ratings in cricket while 
coming up with their awards. 

Though it has already started 
functioning the Foundation will 
have its formal inauguration in 
August. By that time It hopes to 
acquire one of the many 
playgrounds in the city which will 
be the Foundation’s base. 

Partab Ramchand 






THE 

HEAETH 

COLUMN 

s\sUin s 

■ blasting out your 
H f wouiiU nuinlx] 
You j f swt .iliuK 
prolus( 1\ tlir must It s 
aielaut and bulfiinn 
And you It i{\ellin^ in 
Ihf hcaltliv glow that 
t\t r< ise brings along 
You vf gont through the 
noimal amount ol st ts 
but tod ly tlu le s 11 iit 
motn at ton that s 
proddinf»\ou ilong i 
volt t insult ytiu ket j)s 
It llingyou that you t an | 
tlo.i (ouplt molt ol St Is 
(jraduallv you work 
youistlfmto tht /out 
\t)u tloont t \tia St t 
t ikt time off lot a 
bit ilhtr takt atou{>lt ol 
yvr\ tltcpbitathsand 
t bt n an e\f nit lating 
pun hits \ on without 
warning and It avt s y our 
limbs weak anti numb It 
almost leels hkt the 




muscle IS In the process 
of tearing awaj' from the 
bone Well you ve just 
been allerted by charley 
horst oi muscle tramps 

1 he underlying 
mechanism ol a muscle 
cramp IS very t omplex It 
inyolves the 

elcctrot hemteal process 
ol must le conti action 

I he fibrt s In the muscles 
are activated in a 
partk ular order and not 
at the same time This 
prot ess normally 

iin olvt s a smooth 
must ul.tr t ontrat tion 
and rt I ixatitm 11 
how c\ c r too many 
must It s HI at livatt d at 
tht saint tunc (like when 
\ mi rt woi king in tht 
/tint ) tht whol muscle 
ttintratls Ihis 
svnt hioiious bring ol 
must It fibt ISIS the most 
t ommori t lust ol must It 
t r.mips 

Aiiotht 1 \eiy t omnion 
ind I mull It typt ol 

II amp IS wiitc 1 s ( ramp 
Fills tlllif ts pt t)[))t who 
spt lit a gtitid poi litin t>l 
thf flay btiidingtnei 
typtwnlcrstu 
tompultis Apainlul 
sp isrii ol tht wiist and 
lingers wht rit\ er wriling 
isalttmpUd thistlamp 
is stiangt m that other 
mov t mt rits using t he 
samt must It s pi odut t 
not I, mips 

Not t ui al 11 .imps ai e 
oitt n St t n in old people 
lilt possibletausesof 
this \ ai lation is \ ant ose 
vtins at cumulation of 
metabolic wastes due lo 






poor blood circulation 
and lack of oxygen. Here 
the muscle affected is 
already In a shortened 
position and is relieved 
by simple stretching. 

Dehydration is 
another-and probably 


the most common-cause 
of muscle cramps, 
especially post-workout 
cramps. Electrolyte 
Imbalances are also a 
known source of muscle 
cramps, though 
potassium and sodium 


shortage can lead to 
cramps It is not 
adviseable to overdo the 
intake of these minerals. 
Potassium is released 
from inside the cells 
during exercise to widen 
the blood vessels and 



T CRAMP 
■STYLE 


decrease heat 
production in the 
muscles. Because of the 
elevated level of 
potassium in the blood 
charecterestically seen 
during exercise, taking 
extra potassium could 
lead to an excessive level 
in the blood level. Tliis in 
turn could cause heart 
rhythm disturbances. 

Tlie best way to 
counter this is to take 
frequent sips of water in 
belween sets. Unless the 
fluid loss is replaced, the 
cramps are not likely to 
abate. A well balanced 
diet containing lots of 
potassium as in 
potatoes and fruits will 
also deter the onset of 
cramps. 

Now that we know 
what causes it. how do 
we get rid of it? The most 
common treatment for 
simple muscle cramps is 
stretching. As soon as a 
cramped muscle is 
stretched, the rapid 
nerve input to the 
muscle lowers and the 
cramp disappears. 
Applying pressure to the 
affected i)arls also works 
in some cases. 

Allot her technique 
advocated for relieving 
cramps is pinching the 
upper lip very hard. 
People are not too sure if 
this procedure works, 
and if it works, how it 
does? One explanation 
furthered is that 
pinching hard alters 
inuscleAierve 
transmission. Sooner or 
later everyone suffers 
from cramps. The 
ultimate and the final 
one being called rigor 
mortis But the good 
news is that when this 
happens you won't feci 
the pain. 

In the meantime just 
stick to streti'hingand 
drinking lots of water. 
Just don't let the cramps 
cramp your style. • 
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THE FUNNY SIDE OF GOLF 




1 


'If 


■ 

i 

LtSIUNtS 



RECOMI SET : By Javier Sotomayor of Cuba when he 
cleared 2.36nits for the best outdoor high jump 
mark this year. 

RECORD SET: By Marlene Ottey of Jamaica, in the . 
200mts when she clocked 22.12 secs at an ^ 
international meet in Madrid. 

WOH; By Thomas Hearns the World Boxing 
Association's light heavyweight championship. 32- 
yezmold Hearns won a 12 round unanimous 
decision against previously undefeated Virgil Hill. 
CLEARED: By the central government a 3member 
snooker team comprising of Yasln Merchant. Alok 
Kumar and P.N. Roy. for the eighth Aslan Snooker 
Championship to be held at Karachi. 

CLEARED: By the central government, US $23,000 
for V. Anaiul to help him prepare for the match 
agato st Karpov, in Brussels, to be played in August. 
NOHIMRIED: By the Haryana government the first 
Ranji team to bring the trophy to the State. 
lUBI: Martina Navratilova by her former best Mend 
Judty Nelson, for allegedly failing to abide by a 
'non-marital co-habltatlon agreement', 'fhe suit is 
for 10 million dollars. 

SNMED; By the French club Cannes. Cameroon's 
striker Francois Omam Bljrlk for $680,000. 

WM: By China, the eighth edition of the Aslan 
Women’s Football championships, when th^ 
defeated hosts Japan 5-0 in the finals. 

RNM: The Montreal Grand Prix. Nelson Piquet. 
Senna failed to comnlete the race. 





ILd/dV 
















QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQE 


QUIZ 


I QUESTIONS 

1. Which English footballer devoted 
in his autobiography a chapter of one 
blank page to "The Average Director’s 
knowledge of soccer”? 

2. What is the title of the 
autobiography referred to in the above 
question"? 

3. Name the team which Johan 
Cruyff played for when he retired, 

4. What IS the Pony Wine Trophy"? 

5. With which sport is the Hornet 
World Championship connected"? 

6. With which sport is the term 
"traverse" connected? 

7. When and where was the ‘Alpine 
Club’ founded? 


ANSWERS 

1. Len Shackleton. 

2. 'Clown Prince of Soccer'. 

3. Barcelona. 

4. It IS the Women’s Football 
Association Cup in England. 

5. Sailing. 

6. Climbing. 

7. 1857. In England. 

CHESS 


Once upon a time king hunth 
were the norm rather thian the 
exception. In flic 19th century it 
was a point of honour to accept 
material .sacrifices and 
checkmates in mid board were a 
dime a do/cn. Nowadays, with 
defensive technique well developed 
they happen very rarely. Perhaps 
one in a toumarficnt-ev»“n more 
rarely in a tournament as strong as 
this one. 

White: Sminn Vs Black; 
Belyavsky. USSR Championship, 

i *4 e5 2 Nf3 Ne6 3 BbS a6 4 Ba4 
Nf6 8 (M> Be7 6 Rel bS 7 Bb3 d6 6 c3 
<M>9h3Nb810il4Nbd711 Nbd2 
Bb712 Bc2 R«813 Nfl. This is t he 
Breyer Defence to the Spanish. 
White can alternatively play on the 
Q-sldewith 13 a4. 

134M814 N|[3 in 15 Bg8 he 16 
Bd2 Bg717 Qd Kli718 b4 dS:! 

This is certainly the logical way 
to get counterplay but 19 h 5 de4 20 
h^ fg6 21 Ne4 Nxe4 22 Bxe4 Bxe4 
23 Rxe4 is supposed to be good for 
white. Obvlou^y black had 
prepared something. 

IB Mis mM 20 Nxd47 Certainly 
an error 20 ed4 Bd21 h5 Bf3 22 gf3 
NIB is one wav to hold on to e5. 


204««S 21 Itoe (MS 22 Nf4 23 
hS RadS 24 hg6 28 Qbl! Rd2 26 

Bge KhB 27 B*B NiiB 28 Qcl7 (See 
Diagram) The unusual materia! 
balance and the exposed king 
would give white good drawing 
chances after 28 QfB: 

284W2II29 Kf2 Nd3 30 Nd3 Qg2 

31 Ke3 Nd6i! This is a brilliant 
intuitive combination. The white 
king is likely to be defenceless 
despite the great material dispariW. 

32 Rn Nc4 33 Kf4 (MS 34 Kg4 BcB 
35 Kii4 (MB 36 KhS Qirt 37 KM Qe7 
38 Kh5 N«3 (0-1). White resigns 
because there is no reasonable way 
to prevent male. 

Devangshu Datta 



Despite Bengal’s poor show in 
the Inter-State Championship at 
Puri last month, the state’s overall 
performance in the Summer 
Nationals was quite creditable. All 
three pairs events, the Agarwala 
Selected pairs, the Women’s and 
the Mixed, were won by Bengal 
players, and the state featured 

Dealer South Bothvul 


NORTH (<lummy) 

4 2 

4 AJ973; 

♦ 82 
4 KQJ9 

WEST EAST 

4010 75 4J9863 

4 K 10 6 5 4 0 

4A3 4J10 75 

4874 4532 

SOUTH 
4 AK4 
4 84 
4 K0964 
4 A 10 6 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

5 R. Ghosh 8. Qhose Basak Kundu 

1 NT Pass 4 4 * Pass 

44 

All Pass 
* transfer to 4a 
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prominently in the teams that 
won the Mixed and Women’s 
teams as well. Today’s hand from 
the Mixed Pairs 
features the 
experienced duo of 
Lily Basak and 
Sukha Ranjan 

(Suku) Ghosh, the winners of both 
Mixed events; See Diagram 
The bidding was quite normal 
by tournament standards with 
North transferring the contract to 
the stronger hand to protect 
whatever tenaces he might be 
having. As West, I started off with 
the diamond ace and a second one 
to declarer’s king. South, Sukha 
Ranjan Ghosh, led the four of 
hearts to dummy’s seven and 
East’s queen and won the spade 
switch in hand with the 
ace. Now when he led the heart 
eight, I could have ensured a third 
trick for myself by covering the 
eight but It seemed that I would 
get a heart in any case and could 
afford to play low hoping declarer 
greedily tries for an ov ertrick by 
going up with the ace to try and 
catch East with doubleton 
king-queen of hearts, in wheih 
case he would go down. 
Unfortunately for me. Suku 
elected to opt for safety and 
followed low from dummy. Now 
with the lead in hand, declarer 
was in a position to execute a 
trump coup. He ruffed a spade in 
dummy, came up to the club ten. 
ruffed the spade winner in 
dummy, cashed a second club, 
came back to hand with the club 
ace on the third round of the suit 
and checkmated me by leading his 
diamond winner. With dummy 
having the ace-jack of trumps and 
a club winner, it was futile for me 
to ruff. On the other hand, if I 
refused to ruff, dummy’s club 
goes on the diamond and now any 
card catches me in a trump coup. 
Making eleven tricks was a 
well-deserved top for the winners 
as no other declarer managed 
more than ten. Notice that if 
declarer had wasted the eight of 
hearts on the first round of the 
suit as many players would, he 
wold be restricted to ten tricks for 
he would be an entry short to 
execute the trump coup. 
SantsiNifShose 
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As the country’s fastest swimmer, 
Xavier Sebastian comes 
minus the trappings of fame. A genial, 
friendly person with his 
feet firmly planted on the ground... 


What would be the maimenamB of a guy 
who at the age of 22 is riding the crest of 
a big Bucoess wave? Who, at the age of 22 
has a job. Who, at that age is used to 
getting up in the morning and seeing 
hims^ looking out of the newspaper. 
Who, ispoi^ to take over the mantle of 
the fastest swimmer in the country. You 
would expect the guy tobeal^t arrogant, 
a person so sure ^himself that 
knowingly—unknowingly—the others 
around him are belittled. 

Well, there’s one guy going aroxmd in 
the sports fralemily, by the name of 
Xavier Sebastian who has tasted the 
sweet recipe of success, but etUi is the 
perfect role model guy next door. A 
guy with whom you feel comfortable 
ih»a the very fiht moment of meeting 
him. 


V HE vantie—the CSSC swimming 
oomplex in Calcutta. It took me ten 
mlnutm to spot him. His team 
matM were all splas^bixxg arounti in 
the pool, or catching their breath after a 
hard pr^ice swim. But Xavier was 
noWh^ to be SMU. Then I iq»tted him, 
sitting in the stands fuUy dinssed. 1 
introduced m^melf. Xavier’s handshake 
was £Lm, yet firimidly, the smile warm. ? 
On bdnga;iiAceda«towhyhew!asn^ 
pfadbiatog^ the answer came tamted with 
ahintof reimoree, Tve jpet reoovexed t 

framchieken pox. 1 down for almost!, 

thicee wesiot snth poxin iSangakne^^.He / 
thfihrdOsd'np^sleeii^^^ f 

xojMal the scniit than tte ' 

Iraalisedthathehadiumeoftfa^ i 










tn^ipingg of Altar. H6 had hit Ibetlb^ 
planted an thigxouiul. IRb atm rsteini 
that (dd viliagiduum that onaalWagni 
identifiad with.the pecqfde froih the 
ooaat. Bom hiaramotediitrlcd ip Kerala 
osJled KutOnod. he tocdc to awiflBuDPdnf 
Ukea fiah takea to watei. But not in a 
BwinuBing pooL leaziat swimminff in 
the rim. a^ alnuut emiTooe in my 
TUla« is a good ewimmar.^Bto waijuat 
anothar village boy. who went to acdio^ 
oamebadt. went ftwaewim. and then 
aattled dbwn with his family aiui hoota. 
The icwhaottMafimily ofia. Chefaaa(Pz 
aiataraaadfbtnbrotheni), Xavtoredhowed 
nokignaofimtijagtbehigtime " 
aadrnmingleagim. ^swimhaoatmeall 

Bis firiexids swam and that WM ttie 
foeqdar fhtm of reoreation. In fhot 
then im fhvDurlta game need to be 
orickat. 

ftwastoBB.iidlheageaf iTthathe . 
was fbkt totroiboed to OQn^petmve 
ewteUbitVto'i^toplitokialdirei^ . 
peiiege. And toat, amsiiltofint oleptoliiis 


eiodled to the toter-CoUqdate meet and 
the same year ato) Showed hie 
o^KhUitiee totoe IntecJtoivereity meet. 
Be waa ao good that finding a berth to 
toe Jr. Natoxoal team fkom Kerala waa no 
bJgdeal. Baiaalltad off with the ailver to 
the 100m fiwaatyle. 

Jueta oouple of yeexs to the 
fidd-HtooiiM we wiy. the pool---«nd he 
made midi a qplaeh ttod tlm ewimmipg 
community started toktog ntoke of fide 
iO-yaBr<>to with abaamtiltaiy aoUlp^ 
bod^. Sogood was hetlpd the Bail^ya 
oftoradbtoi a jdb. wBkto he readily ; . 
'aom|itad.,The priimipBl worry ofatoiyjij^,'' 
toal^dB«tokjctoaxtowJ!mhagottoe 

Xavier defetad'' v''' i 
.itoiMtif.tota% toawtohiatog..'iBto4to^: 

ttoa to wtd^lm gtoduatto 


toegCto fta aB tfl n 
|fiaaoark.g.K. Multoandanewpao 











H IS sights are now set on the SAF Games in Sri Lanka, later 
this year and then the Asian Games in Japan in 1994. As the 
country’s best bet for a medal in swimming, the pressure is tough, 
but he handles pressure and fame with the same offhand nature 
of his. On being asked as to how he handled fame he said, “It's all 
God’s will that I’m here.” Very modestly put, that. 


anew ncxxrd in the (k> siteIreM^^ 
tbeSAFOesmetPaldetui. Ibeaasie 
yeer he VBUttuteisto the 
eoene et the Fes Piutific Meetin tepas. *I 
went there sot prixoaxlly with 
isteitesiof wisnixig a stedal, but to get 
mye^aoqueinted with worldcdaeB 
ewimming. AsdthisexpoearelMdpednM 
ate in js^parisg for ^ teUm Qflstes.'* 

Come 1890 and he made a etake to the 
title of the feeteet swinuner in the 
oounti 7 . Ife defeated the terendery 
Khazui Singh in the SOm freestyle, with 
a timing of 84.51 asoampered to 
Khazan’s 24.67. Xavier Sebaatian had 
fioally arrived.! 

Hie ferm was so good that evmyone 
expected him to win a medal at the Asian 
Gaines in Bering. But that was not be. 
Thoui^ he came with a career best 
timing of 24.18 in the SOm and 64.34 in 
the 100m, the dream stiU remained 
unfulfilled. *7 was very (Ueaiipointed. I 
had the belte that I wouU osetaihly wih^ a 
gold. But then in Beiiling 1 oaughta flu. 
Out here you practiee at a temperature Of 
around 21 ” but there we had to swim At 
26*, and getting used to that was tough.** 
eqtpiftined XaviOT. 

But he etiU harbbuie the hii^ 
Hiroteiina. 1894i^beiteti^fet with 




oomitehiveswimmh^ 
bebomeX^viete paei^. But he stiU 
findethbie fbr muslo. *7 really enjoy 
muateate it feiny fevooidte Ibnn of 
lelasatton. Ifeeudae ferny favourite 
dnger. Othfe than that I Ifeten to a te of 
BtodjfitosoPgeeJeo.** Apart from being 
. a musioliaffte fesleo a ino^ 
watcfeee one whenever he hae the time. 

based in llednuB, tlm aver 
twomdinlha ayear that he gets to qpend 
at home fedmteedfei family, frimidated 
a bh cf eoOoer. Fbr the other ten mouths 
it*e swimming, ewimming andihore 
swimming. 

, Bps! 6 in the morning. lt*e headlong into 
the pod. A brief roqdte, and then book 
into tbs wafer at 4 in ths evenixig. Xn 
between fe the time fer vteght training 

^ sights are noweet on tin SAF 
QamesfeSd Iniitelaferthfeyear and 

•i HtorH th|A at tttimeMfWA, 

tepsa in 1994; Bui being the country’s 
, befelteffeamsdalfeswimjDing.tbe 
' jtepnue Is tough. Yet he hsaadlas the 
preeeuTesteaimewltfattesaTneoifnMmd 
aatuze of hie. <ki being steed as to how 
heifendlad ferns be Bsid, allGod’s 

teHtbatUai.lfen.*’ 







V Vm^Tiiijiteaiilyuut.test. . 

' .. 
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Mini wngnu OMiii MiononM 

TlM Maxwell Auetlon 

D erby county’s chairman and ovmer. media 
tycoon. Robert Maxwell, has thought of a nov6l 
way to sell his prime assets, England defimder Mark 
Wright and Welsh sbdker Dean Saimders. He will 
auction both players. The auctlcm price for both the 
players is 5.5 mlflion pounds, Leeds United has 
alr^cty lodged a 3 imilion pounds Ud for striker 
Saunders. The deal they tabled has now been 
officially cdted by Maxwell as the starting point for 
the auction. Manchester United, Arsenal. Bverton, 
Aston Villa. Nottingham Forest German t^b 
Bayem Munich. French clubs Marsellte and Monaco 
and Real Socledad (S^ialn) are all contenders for the 
26>year‘Old lethal Welrii striker. For England 
defender Mark Wrl^t UverpoblandAxaenaldrethe 
prime challengers. 

Dffigiish For MarMlItos 

K enny Dagush. Lhwrpool's manage- who 
reagned to Febniary due to the pressures of the 
Job, Is being ten^oted back with big money, ffewffi 
ik>t Join Uvetpool or any othor Ei^^sh chm.l3va 
Danish wffi cross the (^ann(d aniyoinjFrendhi 
League chami^ns and EumpesnCtiampions' Cup 
Marselltes. The oflfor la a ock 4 a 
poutMf<ira two-year contract, ifth^^ssseepts, 


hto club’s d^eat^m the Btirs|iean Cup ffipBi, Wa 
summarily dismlsaed 7%l<year<HcMSdtgfon msMim 
Raymimd Goeihato. Tedsniii^ m , 

Ei^nbauar nuy akmbe on theiny «ut 
is determiimdtogriDagUsh. He also tried foe « 

Bamekma’s Johan Oytm but the Spanish ddh ' 

ejected the move. 1he40^year-old^tainanu ' 
D^sh. wanted to spend his time fodumgandasMy 




secret tahcs With BtmiardTapie and may end his > 
self-imposed exile and join Marseilles. 


Kamy Osgihit: ts «sms out sf sxlh 
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iWi^^ WIlWWWili* WHUMBMI VI OOMINIIIfV 

KUnsmaim To Retire 




retire mixt j««ur. He IB ffaidiflgi the pi«6«u^ 
lilleRUrtkioal fbotbe^ 

^^iBetbiit^, Qemwt^se(|uhi«lent of a tabloid 
Mbnyjuiiier, KUi^^ he intended to 

mre taaatyear a|b|r tito ^WQpea^ 

(M ]totoEkd» to Setodei^ tito 37'y^ 


mHw Third Wtoid 
thidinltalld'SO. 



; Salako’stioToNIgorla 

T he SS2^3rear«flild dohn Salako. who excelled for 
En^nd in their Butomer tour neatfyjritoed far 
the country of hlB origin, Nigeria recently. Oflldida 
to»n Klgeda made eeveial oiverturee to Salako, He 
waBtemptodwlthoMhandtoida 120,000 crowd 
W!»dd be waiting tor him to IdfOB if he flew aci^ 
jdiQT for tltom to an totecnaitonal vtoous Gham 
year ajgow Howevtnr, SdlaitowttodetMTQ^^ 
hto (foildhood amtottoh of jdaytog f<u 
timted dkmto tovtoitton toom the 

olSciala. saialtofogtodltotoQktherMk, 

Gfoghtod iitoiuifer Ctodiam 
Chyatal Filato wto^ aa ttoi fold id tito 

Biifafuoe 




t.totoatotoitohtoatoqpt$itov(d^^ J 




%lalmtoly^ "V 

l»nl ill hneama 


^ 7 * v-* ^», C' • -i *; i»t ^ n ^ ^ 1 u 1.5 yj 


tal I^tOito»att^age of Idyears, 

Jto to tow toe rigto hfe and wnite 
top My^otoh n^ 
ae litod totoapa 


Miaukar^i'u 

txMiiiJim. 
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taenttw ooBfrtNQk aidy two 
yasta «ft«r bitaiiff teonad for 
dragtHUBBoiB. Tha 


BMattngia ^ixfob. tohaad aadS'SHui 
IkaiidFifz onnjalttBa, «lioaa4iiiB ia to 


fooiMt gttUty of dnir abuaa at tha Saoiil 
49|ynatoa, irtU apt eaali ia ooi foair 


aihoiafflbaa op p or tadbytha 





•4«M 





BanJohnaonln 

onaofMalirM 



TOaa>0t» i >ia lo t»Bt d % 
fosurteov iUailMfo Boaodl, 
abaaidlsriaqioaed.llMdrown^b^ ; 


A]iazt fhn attflfpandl^ 
liltiiai aOdale liaa beea ' ^ 

an apBnilart- -.<Lftdth^ 4tirthu«^ 

JcduiaQiMBalloimdtotefovi^ - 
qpanaMMtlnf Ja ftrttain. 

liditJotinaa would teabto to ro^ 7 

waaiiwiiiiEMi in ttwCanadian taamfor a* 


dajUMad £800,000aiooa hfo zata^ 


aflBrjnaU&ffAliioiwtiaaoaBaiiMKfofol^ 

indnnr —rwi ■nit m — #i—rWrty;; 




■840,000.‘ter ti^ «»i>Mi1na!pa|aaai:ii^v 


tel^oa Jidlf 1 . HawfflaiaomdifMi 





i'-'* 





























































T hat was a nasty 
moment when Ian 
Botham's hamstring 
twanged in middash, 
putting him instantly 
on the disabled list. 
Already that day. we had been 
reminded, in horrendousty gleeful 
plchares fixmi the bedside, that Mr 
Gascoigne is serving out his time 
in a plater cast, and 
clalmtng-while grinning his 
idtotic head oiT-that he knows he 
deserves this punishment. 

The news had also come 
through that Paul Downton. once 
a scarcely disputed first choice as 
l^iigland widmt-keeper, had 
called a definitive halt to his 
career, having accepted the 
doctors’ view that the damage to 
his eye, viciously poked by a Ityiiig 
ball, was destined never to mend 
-as he bad hoped. 

Suddenly it seemed that the 
wh(^ brigade of British sporting 
heroes m^t reveal itself as frail 
and vulnerable, all held together 
by slicking piaster and tdrdf. Who 
would be next? 

Who. indeed, had alreacty "gone” 
without admitting It to the 
punters and {vess? Those famous 
beers young Wooeoiam has with 
the lads after a tournament 
win-are they actually killing some 
hidden pain? What is the 
Javeltne^ue equivalent 
^dardtis" and c^uld Steve Baddey 
Catch it? Has Graeme Hick been 
Uind as a bat all along and Gmy 
Undeer secretly addicted to 
aherbert lemons? 

A real feaf lurks behind such 
fipitades aod, fisT us spectators 
pHtish (Hrt;^erwlae, I suspect It's 
Afear own mthlessness. We 
adndre >tiie great sportsmen and . 
wumen^as longas they can 


How do you react to an injured superstar? 


perform, but once they start to ] 
bulk up and slow down, we can be 
very cruel, more or less holding 
these people’s form^ excellence 
ag^st them. 

If they are injured in their 
prime, it can be almost worst. The 
recent case of Bo, Jackson in 
America was instructive. He had 
been a hero in both the summer j 
(football) and winter (baseball) | 
games, which had b«on too much 
for some touchline philc^phers 


in the first place. He’s being 
greetfy with his body, they wotdd • 
say. rto good can come d it. ’ 
When severe injury did come, it 
was natural that such proponents 
of moderation would tell us they . 
told us so. What was shocking, 
though, was not that, but the 
eagemess-lt really felt like a land 
of relish-with which the tdevisiem 
cameras would follow Jackson 
around as he swung through his 
old dressing-room haunts on a 


The Qrcat Gazya is 
down crashing to earth mtd ts 
carried off on a stretcher in lagt 
month's FA Cup final. His career 
is now in jet^atdy 











palroferutches. 

Here% your hero, the {dctures 
were sa^li^ and what do you 
think of hltn now? Aren't you 
that you were you all 
along-medlocre old you. a person 


to whom something as 
humlUatihg as this carniot 
happen? 

At some level, we all have to be 
reassured that our incapacity for 
plQrslcal greatness is OK, 




w. 


e admire the 
great sportsmen 
and women for as 
long as they can 
perform, but once 
they start to 
bulk up and slow 
down, we can be 
very cruel 


acceptat^ei Yet at the same time 
we arc p^ectly well equlj^ed to 
sympathise, "If we will, with’the 
e^'eat athlete whose 
ablhtles are suddenly neutralised. 
We iUl know what it’s Uke to be let 
dcfwn by the normal channels 
shsh^^t^btalh's4eeb« and the 

dei^l^ ctt! attack of : 

heei^es le enough to readh)^ jCto 

can ^go wron^ , 

dfaisotlatiops. ATQihody wto has 
diakxiateda ahOinden fbr\ 
eicample, kttonw how a&eh a 


feeling it Is to be lying beside this 
great heavy lump of lifeless, 
unmoUvatable meat and bone and 
grlstle-one's own arm. To ttie 
finely tuned athlete, any day on 
which his or her body does not 
respond fully to the call of the wfU 
must bring tncltolngs of that same 
chilling sensabon-to what extent 
do I belong to me, after all? And 
i^all I ever be able to make me 
again? 

So much Is at stake now in 
career sports that one would not 
be smprised if sportspeople start 
to get neurotic about their bodily 
self Image and withdraw from 
competition tmder the threat of 
imagined ailments. There are 
hypocondrlacs, I suppose, in all 
walks of life, and people whose 
bodies act out theslf woes for them 
In physiologtcal Ways. Some 
people's bodies are simply put 
together more loosely thsm others, 
and actually do creak and play ’ 
and overstretch at the major 
junctions, and so they’re for ever 
on the treatment table. 

There are big dangers, though, 
in pointing the finger at an athlete 
witii the accusation that "It's all fn 
his mind". I say this with feehng 
because U happened to me 
once-not In the sportii^ sphere. 1, 
hasten to say, but in a hlghfy 
reputable hosjatal at least, where 
my unorthodox symptoms were, 
taken to be the toncles of an 
anxious mind. 

Mechanical Injuries that are 
visible to the X-ray eye leave no 
room for sugument or managei^ 
suspicion. One simply has them 
corrected and waits to see If ^e 
correction works. But what of. 
those of the mind. Either way it 
can’t be easy. The waiting Cant be 
eaay, and It certab% wonTbe fbr 
Mr Gascoigne if all he^ Sikls to flU 
his time is video g^unes and Mars 
bars. I perstaiaHY hope he takes 
up embrxddeiy. 1 have a sampler 
in mind that he icould vra^ on 
overandhverag^, a itecorative 
motto to behung on eveiy wan In 
hie house. It runs: 

, what you have to <to to the 
fiALL^ toeiwho^eSM2^ 
litohinghut the EAdUU." Between 
being a i^aat player and a great 
twit, thattonmla is all there to. 

ftHHIilOsvlH 












A(;()()i)SH)Rr 



Poo|a B«dl; tooklng fam* straight In tha fact 


In depth 


S IXTH FEB, 1991. You guys freaked out when 
you saw lovely Pooja Bedi on the cover of this 
mag. We did ^ a lot of flak forthat. 'WhaTs a 
starlet doing in a sports mag?’ was your query. 
Anyway we’H take a break and tell you where else you 
can see her. Tune In on the boob (oops) tube soon 
cos’ she’s gonna be there: presenting a serial on 
swimming. 

Yes, Pooja Bedi is gonna present a sports serial 
called (guess) Depth. This one is a five^isoda 
swimming serial, produced by the Radiant Sports 
Management group for Mandi House. The central 
character is Khazan Singh with producer Aushim 
Khetarpal indulging in some histrionics too as a 
big-mouth hoax clad in gaudy clothes and the like. 

Anyway, the bonus Is that Pooja appears in each 
episode-But we must say, she Is a go^ sport plus or 
mimis the swimming suit, we doni know 



Child's play 


W E did mention 
Chris Evert's 
pregnancy in 
this ail-knowing column. 
Chris-as we learnt at 
that time-was thrilled at 


iwaring the news. But 
things have changed for 
her since. And it is more 
her fault than anything 
else. Simply put. some 
complications have set 


Chris with husband Andy IllHIts. is the baby In danger? 


Taking into account 
her pacy lifestyle, 
doctors have asked 
Chris to put her feet up at 
her home in Florida and 
take in some rest. This 
medical advice being 
given so that Chris can 
save her unborn child. 

More likely, however, is 
the fact that doctors are 
anxious to see 
36-year-old Chris pull 
through the delivery 
because having a child 
at her age could be risky. 

Chrissie, right now In 
her 22nd week of 
pregnancy which is 
normally considered to 
be the safest period by 
doctors, however, read 
to much into that Asa 
resuR of Rtis she had to 
miss commentating for 
NBCattheFrendi 
Open. No problem, NBC 
arid her fans are hoping 
to see her at 
Wimbledon. Pregnancy 
be damned, she'd rather 
haveamikainher hands. 


]NL\IX)NNA 

MONICA 


With the mystique 
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Tis w(ia! rock music 
c’S to you"^ VVilander 
luld well be asking, 



L( )\ E OX ri IE R(X KS! 


T BtINIS play»ra t1i« world ov«r «r« 
making music. And aurprlaisgly* 
they ara all ona^tima graata. Virat 
youbadCaah. ThanMcBnroa. Andnowlh'a 
KatairlXandar. 

Now axpoaad to tba rock circuit , 
wilandar has apparantly axparianead his 
fair shara of doing hoosa and dopa. And it 
shows thay coma with tha territory. 
Rumour is that it is impossibla to listen 
to his songs without thinking about tha 
discord in his marriage to New York-based 
modal Sonya Mulholland. Tha songs also 
deal with broken affairs and all that. 
Bxamplas you want? Than taka these lyrics 
from his song ' Snakebite.' 

In the desert mnakmm ara lurking 
One bite you turn purple 
Suckm the blood fromagr bruin 
you will never see her mguin 
You givmmm snakebite mndpoiuon my bruin 
That sounds like a man whose marriage is 
on the rocks. 


Ain’t no big surpi^ 


Seim; good looks, good tennis 






M onica SELES may be the hottest thing 
in tennis. Figure-wise, tennis-wise.and 
money-wise. But have you people-the 
lesser mdl^s-ever stopped to think what she 
would ever do, if she didn’t play tennis? 

Well, for starters, Monica would like to be 
another Madonna (not morally but 
appearance-wteei.The teenaged Yugo'dreams of 
the day when the Cazuies film festival mig^tbe 
more important to her than, say, the Frec^ 
Open. "I would love to be Madonna,” die said. But 
if this g[al foels the urge to hitHoUywood. she also 
feels very stnmgly about the heritage of tennis. 
She fire^ on Susanne Lenglen saying, "Suzanne 
was a rock star before there was ro^. I would like 
.to be like her. Wouldn’t it be neat to be a mystery 
woman and bring faij^ fashion bade to the sport? 

To be like Suzanne Lenglen, Him Madonna. To 
be untoudiable. At 25, FU be in Hollywood, teying 
td.be an actrebs,” Sp fbDa,get tha most of her 
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M onday mor¬ 
ning. No time 
for a walk in 
the park. 
: Hell. no. It’s straight to 
work for us giQ^. And 
obviously the topic of dis¬ 
cussion is how Andre 
Agassi lacks big-match 
temperament. Bad part 
is. the person getting 
almost as much flak as 
' the 1991 French Open 
runner-up is me...the 
self-confessed Agassi 
iEsn. 

Then, the phone rings. 
It’s ibr me. Gawd. no. 
not someone calling to 
rub it in. It's not. Thank 
God. It's a friend...an 
out-and-out Sportsworld 
fiui. Dibyendu Sen’s call¬ 
ing me to thank* Ae 
magazine for making 
him 400 bucks! 

Hey. what gives, 
dude? How come? What 
did we do? 

Remember the ’Future 
Shock’ issue, he asks. 
Sure, we do. That was a 
couple of months back, 
right? Well, there was a 
prediction in there that 
said Jim Courier would 
beat Andre Agassi in the 
French Open final this 
year, he says. There 
was? And I won a bet 
vdilch I took on that tip, 
he gloats. 

I put the phone down 
softty'. Wh««*8 that file, 
guys? Hurrietfly flip 
through till I And the 
issue. Turn to the cover 
stoiy pages and there it 
is. screaming out at me. 
’Don't be surprised if 
heavy-hitting. hard- 
worldng Jim Courier 
uses his big forehand to 
topspin his way to the 
. Firoch Open final, gat¬ 
ing last year’s finalist 
Azufre Agassi, along the 
wsQr. But don’t expect 
Courtisr to be as ptdite as 
Michael Chahg about it. 
HeU hoot and holler all 
the way 
4. 


1991. 

The silence In the 
department is almost 
eerle-hey. for that mat¬ 
ter. any bit of silence in 
this damn place Is 
eerle-as the news sinks 
In. We publish it. And 
someone else makes 
mon^ oflf It, How d’ 3 ra 
like that? We don’t. 

Still, 3 rou'^ got to 
hand it to Oib 3 ^ndu. He 
read this two months 
ago. filed It away in his 
nfind. and went out and 
put mon^ on it. Good 
for you. pal. 

itod for those of us 
who nfissed out, here 
are some more predic¬ 
tions that we could have 
a bet on. The same cover 
stoiy also predicted that 
'Look for Martina Navra¬ 


tilova to win a tenth Wim¬ 
bledon singles crown 
and retire, once and for 
all. She will not. 
however, climb into the 
stands to hug the mem¬ 
bers of her oft maligned 
but much-appreciated 
"coterie".’ 

Another one reads 
’EIxpect to see Ivan Lendl 
back in the main draw at 
the French Open. Hell 
then go on to win his 
much-coveted first Wim¬ 
bledon singles title.’ 
How do you tackle that? 
Lendl cUdn't play the 
French. Then, are you 
willing to put out a ten¬ 
ner on him winning 
Wimbledon? 

Any bets on Agassi 
playing this year's Wim¬ 
bledon? Our prediction 
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FUTURE 

SHUCK! 


A list 

’^porUng inediclurns 
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reads faeOxti Agassi wfll 
{flay Whxfliiledon 
and 'show up iwtskripg 
adiite spmidex -Mtbrts. 
which the Afl^-Englsxid 
Club win {Humptiy ban. 
Agassi’s managemcmt 
flm IMG-whldi owns 
the marketing rights jto 
Winfoledcoi-wffl theii 
come to the rescue. Ag(^ 
si won’t last into ftte 
second week of the tour¬ 
nament but the British 
fans will love him’. Don’t 
know about that! la^ 
part, but white spandex 
shorts? Those sUft* 
upper lipped guys at the 
All England Club are 
bound to splutter into 
their pint of Wtter wdien 
Agassi makes his 
app>e8u^nce. 

And for all those of us 
who’re still sulking 
about missing out on* 
this red-hot tip. here's: 
some consolation. One’ 
of the predictions read 
‘Jimmy Connors wifi 
come back from wrist 
surgery, play a series of 
exhibitions, take a break 
to commentate for NBC 
at Wimbledon, and join 
Team Tennis by mid- 
July’. Hoo boy. this one 
really bombed. 

Connors had surgery 
on his wrist, but tlmt’s 
about all that he did 
according to this script. 
He didn’t play exhibi¬ 
tions. He played the 
French Open...8^ 
dy well too. He Isn’t tak¬ 
ing a break to comment¬ 
ate for NBC at Wtmlfle- 
dcoi. He’s asked NBC td 
relive him of ccmupenta- 
ting duties so that 
can]fley Wtmtfledbn) > * ' 

Hey. sorty { can’t 
you any more 
tions. Why, you asl^; 
Well, Juat in 
havent yet ento^ Oi^' 
Wimbledon predictidh 
contest and are stiO 
perately looking fr^ 
some tips.’niats 














TRMX 


THE ROUGHROAD MASTER! 



' 0M616* Diesel engine for extra 
power, smoothness and reliability 

' Rugged chassis, independent front 
susperision for greater riding 
comfort 

• Full synchromesh gear box, full 
floatinq rear axle, smoother and 
more dependable 

I Maximum fuel economy, minimum 
maintenance cost. 

► Unmatched warranty and service 

► Available in two wheel bases and 
soft top/FRP4op versions 

• Engine made under licence from 
Mercedes Benz AG, Germany 













“WILL WE BE RICH?” 

HER EYES SHONE WITH GOLD. 

ALL 1 HAD THEN 
WAS IMPOSSIBLE DREAMS, 

AND ANSWERS BLURRED BY DUST. 
TODAY MY HEART SKIPS, 

MY STEP IS LIGHT: 

IS IT JUST THE DUST THAT HAS SEHLED? 


I Y A B A M S Ui T I M G S 


COME HOME TO 


THE 

PREMIUM 

SUITING 

BLENDS 


S /iyarAitt/ 


l>(vj*MivkolS>va(atnS)lli,Mt(l»Lid,lombOY-U 
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A FLASHBACK OF 
THE CHAMPIONSHIPS GONE 
BY AND A LOOK AT 
THE DRAMA THAT HAS 
NOW BEGUN 
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At Cdstrot, our loborolories are ftw race trocire 
where our products ore tested urvler maximum 
stnres cohditiorts. No oonpjter mcRW or wtnd tun- 




camisuRan 


glne purtishmertt on the troCK, to test tte fipat proof 
of the strength or weakness ctf on oil. 

Oostrol engine oils ore used by Champions 
who knourt The sante expertenoe brtnge you Oo$^ 
tml Siqter TT for your 2 stroke engines. 








WWherltisaB(viJyourkte,oroYgnKi^ tmd tncreoslng engine life 

«i Suz^ (K a Vespo, you starM lo bentftt from For 4-slrokB wigtnes Hte thp EnfleM Bultet ond 

OtzslroTs WWMrtional ^ ihe Hero Honda 


0am Si«w TT fomrutotton for 2 stroke «v celtertr lubricolton under punishing conditions is- 
ginesiwyse no deposits on comtai^ dudnghoirny deposits oistonoineslud^ 

fidMoquici(ki(» start, IQSlerfMiQ^ 1^ (knirol horn teocllrH) ou^ 









WHY YOU 
SHOULD GIVE 
ANY OTHER 
SPORTS SHOE 
THE BOOT. 



Domtnator Hi-terh runnlngc shoes 


G^rmein technology. Oerm^un 
design The German obsession 
for detail. They're all In Puma 
shoes Which Is quite natural 
Because every Puma shoe 
shows the result of 9 500 
million worth of cold, hard 
cash Puma. Germany have 
Invested In reseeurch over the 
years A.nd that Includes the 
range of 16 shoes that Puma 
Carona have introduced in 
India Sports shoes worn 
by International champions. 
Lothar Matteaus Linford 
Christie Prakash Padukone 
BanJayManjrekar Mohammed 
Azharuddln Vljay AmrltraJ. 
to name Just a few So make 
your next pair a Puma And 
kick youi heels In delight 



CARONA. 


THE HiaH-PERf=C3P«MANCE 
SPORTS SHOE 

B RagIsMtad Tndc Msk ol Puma AG Wnt Germany 
'RayMared Tilda Maik of Carona Lid Indn 
dandactuiBd in technical coUatxiration wHh Puns AG Rudolf 
kaalef Sport Wait Germany_ 



Invader-Hl Advanced basketball shoes 



Control Designed for hard courts. 



Uuper Cup Professional tennis shoes. 


>EnianitsaiCS/U3 



CONTENTS 




THE BATTLE FOR THE MEN S 
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IS BECKER 



■T? 

1 

the early, early 1980s. when 
Connors. Barg and McEnroe 
shined btightly, their skill burning 
with all the menace of an 
oxy-acetyelcne flame, a battered 
debate still raged. Who was the 
best tennis player in the world? 

This was like choosing between 
Solzhenytsen, Mailer ai^ Camus 
for a night time read. A surfeit of 
genius, an abundance of riches. 

They were so close, if Borg won 
the French. Mac challenged at 
Wimbledon and Jimbo snorted 
through the US Open-yet still one 
could tell. If at least brleftly so. 
Each man had a year, years, a 
period, where the characteristic 
smell of a certain cordite let it be 
known who was in charge, 

Coming to the middle 1980s, 
some vestige of an answer was 
gotten, when Donald Budge, Rod 
Laver. Jack Kramer euid John 
McEnroe, the only active player 
among timn, was unanimously 
voted as the player most likely in 
the world to win the Grand Slam. 




endorsed by the two former Grand 


\^imanieii9was'menojr^^ 
compUinetiiOfieheodiwtioC .. 
ccnnpletefy neveKttv^qMlt 

remfojied a vlndlcattenoThto .' . 
greatness. /A;,: 

Now. k decilujle on fimn the 
1980s, the debate c<mtlnu«»:ti^ . 
now is the best tennis player in ^ 
world? 

1$ it Samiras or Ivimiaevic or 
Agassi orClkng. who are keen, hut. 
to carry the writer’s anal<^ 
further, but are at beat srditaiy 
bestseller boys, whose furthtf . 
works are eagerly anticipated, . 

Solslt^berg?the 
uniatiiomahle Swede, the 
incumboit world No,l, who has 
gone foil dfcle, an entire year, to 
when he last won a Grand 
Slam-Wimbledon 1^0. 

Or is it Lendl? Who is beckoned 
more by fatherhood, who has 
slipped to No.3. adio.has been 
befriended by injury for the first 
time and who last won a Grand 
Slam 18 months ago in Australia. 

Or is it Boris Becker, the 
slam-bang-kld turned 
introspective-man, who is No.2, 
who won nothing last yeaur but 
started 1991 v^llwithsm 

Stefan Edberg: tough 
challenge to lace 










1 

IJLlofils Becker 
is not in combat 
with other 

playeis. He is fighting 
Nmseit, searching 
beep into his wetl of 
desire. It is strange 
then, almost 
coincidental, that 
Wimbledon, where It 
all began for him five 
years ago, is rww 
again the arena of 
judgement for him... 


Australian title 

Again it is tough to tell, but not 
for the same reason, for while this 
is genius too, it is scattered 
brilliance N 0 chan 4 eQfattitude.no 
demonic domination 

Yet-and there is always a yet. you 
merely wonder when it is 
comlng-it Is the 23>year>dld 
Oeiman adio strikes the sharpest 
chord. A paradoxical chord, for 
while some feel he Is on the verge of 
keeping his promises. Others 1 
contend he no longer possesses tliej 
will to do. Is he the world's neatest 
I^ayer. or on the freeway to 
destruction? 

Which is why Wimbledon 1991 
looms so large in the realm of Bods 
Becker 

A fewyears ago, after McE^iroe's 
epitaph had fin^ been written, 
more by himself, Grand Slam 
mtesdon arose aipdn. There was no 
CBScusslon this ihne. merdly the 
iolitaiy voice of Donald Budge. 

Who did he favour? Boris Becker 

In one sense, Budge’s choice was 
kglcal* Wimbledon aj^ared 
bQmndiendl’s grasp, Sk^igtoo 
Scjde to take all four, and Becketts 
as an all-court pfayer 
otnmous Indeed^ Becker was two 
rnambes aatay frm winning the 
French thisy^, which leftonty 
Wimbledon and the US Onen to 













Qi^^fH^ying, "Much t» rd 
^ii$»tjg»lhave a 9fnk^£ed^ 
uiy;neverivtlie. 
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endL.Who is 
beckoned mom by 


fatherhood, who has 


slipped to Ho. 3, who 


has been befriended 


by inhJiry for the first 


lime and ydto last 


won a Grand Slam f$ 


mdrOhs dga In 
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situation that alarmed and 
angered Becker’a manager Ion 
Tiriai tier ker would speak of 
loneliness and suicide, of love for 
his rar, of wearing wigs In public 
for disguise, of girlfriends and sex 
of using drugs 11 Lendl used them 
oi the toll tennis took on people like 
him or getting away from it all 
It was a dlstuiblngly honest 
interview the lioy from Leimen 
looking for a happiness in suet ess 
he could not find It appeared to 
suck the passion of the game from 
within him it seemed to have 
reduced his tennis to a )ob where 
intensity arrived only in 
half-hearted spurts The r<:^e that 
Be« ker played on was diminished 
1 hat t oniusion t louds Beekt r s 
life was reflet ted in a marginal way 
at the Australian Open He won the 
title was in a flash of a second No 
1 and < ould not quite fare it head 
on He raced out of the stadium and 


ULiecker 
would speak 
of loneliness and 
suicide, of love for his 
car, of girlfriends and 
sex, or gettiiw away 
from it all,,. The rage 
that Becker played on 
was diminished,,. 


stood on the t urb of the nearby 
Batman Avenue and screamed I 
wanted to be alone was all he latex 
said 

And all alone he was Coach Bob 
Hi ett was dispensed with after 


AustxaJfa. the arrangement wtdi 
Nikf Pllic didn't work because he 
was too Involved with the German 
Davis Cup team and althou^ 
Becker used Tdmas Smtd during 
the French Open there is no 
evidence whether that partnerstk^i 
will survive through Wlmbledtm 
Screaming, of course. Is a Bebker 
trademark At one time it was as if 
he was compielling the devil within 
him to appear Now like against 
Agassi in Paris he wonders what 
devil resides in him And Paris was 
to be another piece slotted Into the 
puz^lingjigsaw Becker is 
So many Umes he threatened to 
overwhelm ^assl So many 
occasions he flirted vrtth pulling 
back to win But he neyei could 
quite do It His tennis was too 
erratic and if his mind seemed to 
stray out ol focus he confirmed tt 
As he embraced Agassi after the 
match he commented, ‘ I was not 
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Lendl won’t win Wimbledon with Becker, 
Edberg, Sampras around 

Says PAUL FEIN, discounting the maestro's recent do- or-dic vow 


Pete Sampras, No. 7 Goran 
Ivanisevic:. No. 25 Da\ici 
Wheaton and No. 52 Pal Ca.sh. 

No player in tennis 
hislory-not BillTilden, 
Ellsworth Vines. Don Bndfie. 
Paneho G(»n/.ales. D*w Hoad. 



Rod Diver or John 
McEnroe-has ever played grass 
court tennis of the caliber of 
Becker at his outrageously 
e.xplosive and skillful best. 
“Boom Boom" serves well over 
120 miles per hour, so fast the 
human eye c'an barely follow the 
ball, volleys well (if not quite at 
Edberg's Icvell and breaks 
opjjonents’ serves with viciously 
powerful returns. 

What's more. Becker reveds in 
the challenge Wimbledon 
presents. "For me those are the 
most exciting two weeks of the 
year. " he has said. “It's the 
biggest touniament. so 1 should 
be nervous, but I'm not. On the 
day ol rriy linals I was in a veiy' 
happy mood at breakfast, 
laughing a lot and Joking 
around. 1 leel 1 belong there." 

Becker clearly seemed 
distracted tn 1990. perhaps by 
romances with lovely ice skating 
champion Katarina Wilt and 
carefree Princess Stephanie of 
Monaco. He also grew 
increasingly introspective and 
concerned about global 
problems and “false values" he 
decried such as lame, wealth 
and materialism. 

in my opinion, this explains 
why Becker, out of focus and no 
longer singleminded, blew two 
routine volleys and a seemingly 
sec'ure 3-1 fifth set lead in last 
year's final against Edberg. As 
Becker has pointed out. "At this 
stage, playing the top guys, it 
isn't so much tennis. an3cway. 

It's nerves, brain, heart." 

For Becker, who leas won 28 of 
30 Davis Cup matches amidst 
the greatest expectations of 
idolatrous Germans, that lapse 
was most unusual. 

Edberg's form has been 
sporadic in 1991 even though 
he has managed to regain the 


No. 1 ranking that Becker briefly 
took away. 

The pleasant but bland Swede 
could be the most anonymous 
No. 1 in tennis history, almost 
the antithesis of the flamboyant 
playixiy Becker and colourful, 
('ontroversial Andre Agassi. Not 
surprisingly, his high 
percentage, efficient serve and 
volley game reflects his 
personality. While his peaks 
aren't as lowering as Becker s, 
his volleys aren't as low either. A 
graceful natural athlete and the 
sport s premier volleyer. Edberg 
perhaps relies too heavily on his 
predictable and 

not-always poweriul spin serve. 
It's no accident that terrific 
seiA'ice returners, Jimmy 
Connors and Alexander Volkov, 
who crac'k ser\'ice returns early 
and hard, destroyed him at the 
last two U.S. Opens. Even so. 
Edberg, the 1988 and 1990 
Wimbledon king and 1989 
runnerup. should reach the 
final again. 

One has to respect and 
sympathise with 30-year-old 
lx;ndl who has become almost 
obsessed by Wimbledon, the 
only Grand Slam twent that has 
eluded him. “I'll win it or die 
first." he has said. 
Unfortunately, he won't, as long 
as Becker. Edberg and Sampras 
are around. 

Enigmatic Ivanisevic can be 
an out-of-control adole.scent or 
a super server capable of 
beating anyone. Wheaton is an 
all-surface, all-strokes player 
who thrives at Grand Slam 
tourneys and steadily improves. 
And don't forget no-longer 
brash Cash, the 1987 Big W 
champ, who with his usual 
stellar volleys and pluck, plus a 
little luck, could return to 
Centre Court on July 7.# 







THE YOUNG ONES 

GORAN IVANISEVIC: Madman 
walking, psycopath playing. 
Violent strokeplay. Volcanically 
temperamental. Semi flnalisi 
last year. Is capable of that 


like a Maseratl. But serves not 
quite as fast. Hits passing shots 
through the eye of a needle. 
Could Impress with a sweet 
draw. 

PETE SAMPRAS: People expected 
too much from me after the US 


spandex shorts) is creating 
expectant waves. Don’t be 
deceived. His serve has muscle. 
Hits groundstrokes earlier than 
anyone and harder than most. 
Won't win. But could surprise 
inflated serve-volley egos 




Chang: 

Hits passing 
shots through 
the eye of 
a needle... 


PRADEEPPAUL 



again or a first round loss. 
Playing double with McEnroe? 
Wimbledon will bum for sure. 
MICHAEL CHANG: A lightweight in 
determined transit to becoming 
a potential heavyweight. Moves 


Cash: The perennial 
comeback kid...The 
athleticism is roaring. 
Acrobatic volleys. 
Tough serve. 


Open. I will have a good period 
again. Perhaps now’. If so at 
Wimbledon, then everyone 
beware. 

ANDRE AGASSI: His outfit (white 


THE 

CONTENDERS: 

IVAN LENDL: Has had 

up-and-down preparations. 
Which has positive 
interpretations. Last year, 
demolished Becker to win 
Queens. Everyone including 
him thought he was peaking too 
early. Despite desire, despite 
purpose, looks fragile against 
any good grass court player. 
STEFAN EDDERG Defending 
champion and likely finalist, at 
least. Although is the vazlr of 
volleying, his serve at times 
loses its sharpness. Only 
sometimes that is. 

PAT CASH: The perennial 
comeback kid. The Achilles heel 
has held. The athleticism is 
roaring. Acrobatic vollesrs. 
Tough serve. Can do damage at 
Wimbledon and who’s to argue? 








Wimbl edon 

Who'sIH 



THE UPSET BOYSs 

DERRICK ROSTAGNO: Something 
about Wimbledon grass 
enlivens him. As eool as the 
breeze in manner. As hot as the 
arable sun in the game. 

MICHAEL STICH: A serve froni 6 ft 
41n up. A volley as lethal and a 
commitment to win. Has played 
something like 12 tournaments 
this year-veiy eager to perform. 
A fine player in the making. 

David Wheaton. Christo Van 
Ransburg. Anders Jarryd: All 

men of value 

THE ONLY ONE TO 




JAMES scon CONNORS: Must have 
laughed when his nam was not 
In the first batrh of wild cards 


Wimbledon awarded. Had they 
eventually refushed him, tennis 
ould have witnessed Its first riot. 
As If he needed desire, JImbo 
has quit the commentary box for 
awhile. Embarked on a new 
carbohydrate diet and Is ready. 
In Jimbonese, to 'Kick ass’. 


McEnroe: Oh, 
but for one 
glimpse 
of genius, 
before it all 


Methinks he will do some of that. 


has gone... 





JOHN MCENROE: Oh. but for one 
glimpse of genius, before it all 
has gone. 


R.B. 








PAIN 


means 

your loved one 
needs 

an operation 
and you 
don’t have 
the mon^. 









Face it. Should you or your near and 
dear ones ever need hospitalisation and 
medical care, you just cannot postpone 
payment of these bills. Even ii you cannot 
afford them. 

Mediclaim offers the perfoit solution to 
this problem. 

Mediclaim-when you need it most 

For payment of an annual premium, 
Mediclaim insurance pays for nospitalisation, 
domiciliary hospitalisation, intensive care, 
surgery ana other related medical expenses 
for you. 

Mediclaim offers a choice of two schemes. 
Scheme A offers replar Mediclaim plus 
Personal Accident benefits. Scheme B offers 
Mediclaim benefits only. 

A choice of six levels of benefits, 
and corresponding premium payable, 
is available. 

Premium ranges from Rs. 200 to Rs. 1500. 
Maximum benefit under Mediclaim is 
Rs. 96,500. Maximum personal accident 
benefit is Rs. 1,50,000 (see table alonj^ide). 
Mediclaim - now with better benefits 
Effective April 1,1991, Mediclaim 
insurance has been revised to offer better 
benefits, with no increase in the premium 
payable. 

• Choice to existing Mediclaim 
policyholders to opt for revised terms, 
provided no claim is reported till 
March 31,1991. 

• Increased limits for hospital room charges. 

• Better intensive care and domiciliary 
hospitalisation benefits. 

• Simpler caitegories of benefits. 

• Reimbursement upto 75% cost of 
medical check-up. 


BENmrS ft ANNUAL PREMIUM TABLE (in Rs.) 


Description 

Categories 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

BENEFITS PER PERSON 

I Hospitalisation benefits; 
i. Per day not exceeding: 


- 





a) Room, board, nursing. 

b) Intensive care, 

7,S0 

550 

350 

2.50 

ISO 

100 

board, nursing. 

1500 

1100 

700 

500 

300 

200 

Aggregate limit for 
(a)&(b). 

33000 

24000 

15500 

11000 

6b00 

4500 

ii. Surgeon, anaesthetist, medical 







practitioner, consultant, 
specialist 

22000 

13200 

9200 

7000 

3000 

2800 

Anaesthesia, blood, OT, 







medicines, drugs, 
radiotherapy, etc. 

28000 

18800 

12800 

9000 

5000 

3400 

II Domiciliary Hospitalisation ’ 







(Non-surgicai treatment only) 
Medical practitioners, 
consultants, specialists. 

Blood, oxygen, diagnostic 

eooo 

3.500 

2500 

IhUO 

1400 

14(HI 

[iiaterial. nurses k related 
expenses. 

7500 

4500 

3000 

2000 

:7(MI 

noil 

in Personal Accident: 







Death or permanent 
disablement. 

150000 

100000 

75000 




ANNUAL PREMIUM PAYABLE 
SCHEME A 

Mediclaim and 

Personal Accident Insurance 

1500 

050 

700 




SCHEMED 

Mediclaim 

1300 

840 

bOO 

350 

250 

200 


Note: 1. The table above IS only indicative For lull details, see MedicLiini |i'ili(\ 
2. PreHixistiii)! diseases that the insured i.s aware ul at tlie time of lakiny 
the policy, are specifically excluded 


Tax Relief: Under Section 8t)D of the Income Tax .Act, premium jiaid bv (.heqiie iipin 

Rs. 3000 is deductible tram taxable income 

Some of the other household/personal insurance schemes fur you. 

• BHAVISHYA AROGYA a OVERSEAS MEDICLAIM • HOUSEHOLDER S 
CX)MPREHENSI\'E • PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY • PtatSONAL ACtilDhN 1 


now- eae*t Isetten,! 


MED+CLAIM 


A simple necessity 




GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

For more information write to: GIC, P.O. Bag No. 10032, GPO, Bombay-400 001 
or contact any office of our operating companies 


NATIONAL INS. C0.LTil. 


o 



Q 


THE NEW INDIA ASC.C0.LTD. 


THE ORIENTAL INS. CO. LTD. 


UNITED INDIA INS.C0.LTD. 
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When 

opportunity 
knocked, 
10 long shots 
answered 


the call 

BYJOHNFEINSTEIN 


HEN the rains 
came to 
Brisbane. 
Australia, Bod 
Frawleywasa 
man with Uhie 
on his hands. Since he runs an 
outdoor termis complex, the 
persistent wet weather meant 
there was little for Frawley to do 
except stare at the rain and make a 
long postponed'trip to the dentist. 

That done-" only cost me 
$2,000," he says Joklngly-Frawley 
felt entitled to some pleasure, so he 
pulled out his most cherished 
video-the tape of a 1981 match he 
lost in straight sets. 

"It brought back a lot of 
memories," Frawley says. "I lost, 
sure, but it was to John McEnroe in 
^ semifinals on Centre Covut at 
Wimbledon. How many tennis 
players can say they playol the 
Wimbledon semifinals? That was 
the most fEmtastlc day of my 
career, ib this day. people still 
introdttce me as "Wimbledon 
settdfinaU^ Rod Frawley.' The 
experience twanged my life." 

Remm-kably, l^awley is one of 10 

















men who. during a 10-year stretch ranked 118th in the world. Two had upset defending champion 

from 1977 to'86. went from years later, he had to qualify Just to JimmyConnorslntheroundof 16. 

non-seed to Wimbledon get Into the tournament. and then lost quickly in the final to 

sernifinalist. For some-like New Zealander Chris Lewis. McEnroe. Less than three years 

Frawl^-it was a Frawley’s best friend and doubles later I.ewis was off the tour. He now 

bnce-ln-a*llfetime experience, a partner in 1981. did his comrade coaches West German Davis 

bolt of lightning from the one better in '83 by reaching the Cupper Carl- L’we Steeb. 

southwest London sky that struck men's singles final. In the Pat Dupre was a rising American 

once, and only once. Frawley was semifinals, the world's No. 91 star when he reached the 

28 in '81. a struggling journeyman player stunned Kevin Curren, who semifinals in 1979. He cracked the 






X* 


Ta 


7W 


Fravriey played his 
first and only 
singles match on 
Contra Court* Ho 
lostthrao closo 
sots to McEnroo in 
a match markod by 
McEnrao's 
misbehaviour 






V,?,' 'v,f 
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Ranked no. 91 In 
the world Chris 
Lewis rsaehatf the 
1963 final, in ths 
semis hs stunned 
Kevin Curren kra 
fsnttWticdueLAnd 
three years Ister the 
New Zealander wss 
effthetour 


top 20 before the year was over and 
was a couple of points from getting 
to the quarterfinals a year later. 

But by '84. still not yet 30, Injuries 
drove Dupre into retirement. 

Of course, the lowest ranked 
player to reach the Wimbledon 
semifinals is still the only person to 
ever come out of qualifying to 
appear in a Grand Slam 
seml-xJohn Patrick McEnroe Jr. 
Although McEnroe went on to a 
pretty decent career that includes 
three Wimbledon singles titles, he 
shakes his head at the memory of 
1977. when he arrived in London 
ranked No. 233 and left a reluctant 
celebrity. 

'To have something like that 
happen to you. you have to be 
incredibly lucky." he says. "I mean, 
the draw did open up for me and 1 
got to pls^r most of my matches on 
bade courts, where nobody really 
even noticed me until I'd won about 
three or four matches. By the time I 
played Phil Dent in the quarters. I 
was playing with a lot of 
confidence. Even so. it was a 
five-setter." 

The list of Sudden Semlfinaltsts 
is an intriguing mixed bag. 
McEnroe was a teenager just 







discovering his talent In 1977 Tom 
Oklcer r78), a one-time top tenner, 
was Well past his pnme at age 34 
having dropped out of the top 100, 
Oppre (79) was a solid pro on a hot 
streak. Brian Gottfried (80) had 
slipped from No 5 to No 27 
Frawley ('81) was thrilled Just to be 
In the tournament, Mark 
Eklmondson (82) ranked 19th in 
the world at the time, Just missed 
being seeded Lewis (83) never 
reached tht fourth round of any 
Grand Slam before or alter that 
fortnight Pat Cash (84) was 
rapidly ascending Boris Becker 
(’85) arrived as a very promising 
very young player on the rise and 
Slobodan avojmovic (*86) has been 
m or around the top 20 lor the last 
three years 

Many fai tois must work in 
confluence for a non-seed to 
become a semlflnaUst but it s safe 
to say that it's far more likely to 
o( cur at Wimbledon t han at any 
other Grand Slam Obviously the 
surface has a lot to do with It, says 
Ciottfried who though often 
seeded at Wimbledon, only made 
the semis in 1980when he wasn t 
seeded Two things happen A big 
server whd might not have a 
chance on the slower surfaces can 
pull an upset That can open up the 
draw lor someone like me a good 
grass court player who may not be 
good enough to beat the very top 
guys The big server gels that top 
^y out ioryou and all ot a sudden 
you ve got a shot 

T he olhei thing is the old cliche 
about grass being an equalizer It 
really is Instead of hitting 10 balls 
towinarally youcanhlt2 Yougo 
out to play Mats Wllander on grass 
and you know you have a chance If 


it s at the French, on clay forget it 

Gottfried s run was set up when 
Wojlek Fibak upset Vitas 
Gerulaitls, the fourth seed early in 
the loumament When Gottfried 
got past Stan Smith m the third 
round and Dent In the fourth, there 
was Fibak 

1* Ibak was a solid grass court 
player says Gottfried but he 
Isn t going lo serve you off the 
court Neither am I I had the better 
day 1 didn t have to play the match 
ofmyllletowm It I bad played 
Vitas back then I might have had 
to 

The vt ar before Dupre had 
played Gerulaitls-in the first 
round It was one of those things 
where you look at the draw and see 
you re playing the fourth seed and 
normally you might be upset, 
Dupre says But I was actually 
happy bee use 1 played Vitas all 
through (he juniors and had good 
luck with him 1 thought t had a 
great chance to win 

Tht matcli was played on the No 
2 1 ourt Wimbledon’s infamous 
upset court The bounce on the 
court isn t as true as on Centre 
CourtorlhcNo 1 court and the 
spec tre of othc r players stanng 
down from the tearoom balcony 
often distiac ts the favourites 
McEnroe, who lost toT im 
GulliksononNo 2 that same year, 
made 11 ft rente to the vultures on 
the bale ony after his mate h 
Dupre was well aware* that other 
players were watching him play 
Gerulaltis but It didn 1 bother him 
ui the least 

I really think the court affects 
the stai s much more than It does 
the underdogs, he says Thev re 
just so used to the controlled 



atmosphere ofthe inside courts 1 
felt good the whole match-exc ept 
.iltei I got up two sets fhen I 
started to get the shakes 
Dupre dropped the next two sets, 
but pulled himself toget her to win 
the fifth Suddenly, he lookcxl down 
the road at his draw and thought, 

The semllmals are there for me 
His thinking made sense sine e all 
four seeds In his quarter had lost in 
the first round After oustlr^ 

Gerulaltis Dupre, ranked No. 37. 
played Yannick Noah, a 
notoriously weak grass court 
performer 

It was Just my time, Dupre 
says ! never had an easy match, 
but 1 was confident every time T^ 
onl> time I had trouble was when I 
played Adriano Panatta m the 
quarters because I had never been 
on Centre Court Guys came up to 
me beibre the match and told me to ' 

be prepared for the difference In 
size and background out there- But 
the whole thing threw me. the size, 
the place I mean it's WUntsledon 
After a set, though, 1 settled down 
and was OK. When I got through 


Many f actars must 
work in confluence 
for a nen-seed to 
become o 
semifinalist, but 
it's safe to say that 
it's tar mere likely 
to occur at 
Wimbledon 









Rod Fnwrtey Isom 

oflhelOmsnwfio, 

durino a 10-year 

stratcn, went from 

noiHwkito 

WimMedon 

semKInalist 


that match, believe i( or not. I 
thought I Wtis going to win the 
tournament." 

The reason for Dupre’s 
confidence? His semifinal 
opponent was Roscoe Tanner. "I 
was 5-1 In my career against 
Roscoe." he says. "But that day. 
nothing felt right, i had played a lot 
of tennis 123 of a possible 25 sets) 
and I was Just drained. My serve 
didn’t have any sting. Everything 
was a step slow and 1 couldn't even 
^eak him once. By the end I knew I 
wasn't going to win. But even so. as 
I walked off, I looked around me 
and felt very proud of what I had 
done. I still am." 

Dupre reached the quarterfinals 
at the U.S. Open that year and was 
I’anked as high as fifteenth. One 
year later he lost to Nick Savlano 
, 13* 11 In the fifth In the rourtd of 16. 

' tiia quarterfinal opponent had he 
won that match? Roscoe Tanner. 
"That one hurt," Dupre says. "I 
really another shot at 

jRpscoe/; >': 

Dupre. attU only 25, l^gan to 
. have back problems that I 


eventually spread into his neck 
and shoulders. By 1984. playing 
hurt, his ranking dropped into the 
200s. He decided to walk away. "I 
didn't want to be one of those guys 
who kept hanging on in qualies." 
he .says. 

Dupre has worked as a leaching 
pro at Caesar's Palace in Las Vegas 
since 1985. EVery so often 
someone will ask him when it was 
that he reached the semis at 
Wimbledon. "1 tell them," he says 
laughing, "that it was the same 
date as the fall of the Holy Roman 
Empire," 

To Frawley. it must seem tliat his 
Wimbledon run was at least that 
long ago. In 1981 a stomach 
muscle injury had hampered him 
all year, so he decided to skip 
singles in the clay court events that 
spring to save himself for grass. He 
dldl however, play doubles with 
Lewis. 

"In Munich jWest Gerraanyl. we 
lost in the quarterfinals and 1 was 
so discouraged 1 wanted to go 
home," PraWley remembers. "Chris 
talked me mit of It. Actually, 


working out with him every day 
was the best thing that ever 
happened to me. I've never been 
fitter tham 1 was when we got to 
Windaledon that year." 

Still. FrawlQT needed some luck, 
and he got it when Brazilian Carlos 
Kirmayr upset Tarmer in the first 
round. "The funny thingis, I had 
been with Roscoe at Bristol 
(England) when the Wimbledon 
draw came out and he looked at It 
and said, joking around. ‘Rod, 
you've got a good draw. You get to 
play me in the second round.*" 

Instead, Frawley played Kirmayr 
and won easily. The draw was open 
from there until he faced Tim 
Mayotte, also unseeded, in the 
quarters. "Tim was just out of 
college then," Frawley says. "He 
wa.s a very good grass court player, 
but I’d seen Paul McNamee beat 
him a couple of weeks earlier. 1 kept 
thinking that Paul could beat him, 

I could." 

Frawley lost the first set. won 
tie-breakers in the second and 
third, and then broke to lead 5-3 in 
the fourth. "1 was very calm until 
then, ’ he says. "But when I broke, 1 
remember It was with a backhand 
down-the-line that I hadn’t gone 
for all day. I suddenly ihou^t, 'My 
God. I'm serving for the Wimbledon 
semi-finals.’ My knees shook. 
Fortunately, I got some first serves 
in and got out quickly." 

Two days later. Frawley played 
his first and only singles match 
on Centre Court. He lost three close 
sets to McEnroe In a match marked 
by McEnroe's misbehavior. "Funny 
how time changes your 
perspec'tive," FVawley says. "I was 
quite furious with John at the time. 
But looking at the tape the other 
day. what he did didn’t seem so 
bad. All I really remember now 
about it all Is the thrlli of being 
there." 

Some players, like Frawley. 
never returned. Others, like 
McEnroe, Cash and Becker, came 
out of nowhere and have made It a 
habtt. Either way. there’s no tennis 
stage in the world that can turn a 
nobody into a somebody faster 
than Wlmblqdon. As hlstoiy 
proves, It not only can happen, It 
does happen: □ 





























ROCK TOPPERS VOLE/ 
VARIOUS 

A lab raHacuon o' 1S ol the best Slow Bock 
hits and Power Ballads' The line-op includes 
WHITESNAKE. GREAT WHITE POISON, 
MAHILUON and many more 


COUNTRY SUPERSTARS 
VOL 5/VARIOUS 

T ruly a Country buH's dream come true' The 
filth volijnie m this popular senes features 
GARTH BRCUKS. EDDIE RABBITT. GLEN 
CAMPBELL. TANYA TUCKER and a galaxy ol 
other superstars' 

OOUBT/JESUS JONES 

There's NO DOUBT about 'em-JESUS JONES 
are one of the hottest new acts around' This 
album smashed into the UK charts nght m at 
No 1, powered by the hits "Real Real Real" and 
"International Bnght Young Thing" 

SCHUBERT OIP/EMF 

EMF could well stand lor EXCITING 
MARVELLOUS FANTASTIC This teen-age band 
Iron ttie UK have been causing scenes 
reminiscent ol Beatlemania' You lust can't 
afford to miss this incredible offering, which 
contams the chart-Oireters "I Beheue" and 
"UrMieuabie' 

BROTHERHOOD/DOOBIE 

BROTHERS 

The latest wmner from the xeteran rockers is 
further evidence of their staying power' 10 
temfic cuts, including the first hit single 
"Dangerous" 

TO KINGDOM COME 
VOLS1 and 2/THE BAND 

An ABSOLUTE MUST for every rock kwer' This 
IS the definitive colleciion of the BAND'S 
finest songs such as' The Weight'' "Stage 
Fnght" "The Night They Drove Of Dixie Down" 
and other classics' Available on two separate 
cassettes 

IN ROCK/DEEP PURPLE 

A devastaDng kiHer from over twO decades back 
fmm one of the qre<jipst rock groups of aH time' 
Includes "Flight of the Rat" "Speed King" and the 
miod-blowng ’Child in Time’ 

GREATEST 
HITS/CANNEO HEAT 

Another wonderful throw back to the 
"Woodstock' era' 

This superb retrospective features their 
perennial tavountes like 'Going Up The Country" 
'Dn the Road Again" "Lets Wort Together ’ and 
several others 


PINK BUBBLES GO 
APE/HELLOWEEN 

All ye fans of Iron Maiden and Scorpions witl 
simply go ape over HELLOWEEN' These 
ferocious rockers pack a wallop that's definitely 
not for the faint-hearted" 

TROUBLE/WHITESNAKE 

This was the crucial album that catapulted 
WHITESNAKE to stardom' The highkghis 
include "Lie Down" 'Nighthawk' as well as an 
amming cover ol the Beatles "Day Tripper" 

AT HIS BEST/GARTH 
BROOKS 

GARTH BROOKS is undoubtedly the hottest 
Country star today with two platinum releases 
This tab compilation show-cases 17 o' his finest 
songs' 



JOYRIDE/ROXETTE 

Their latest red-hot winner is burning up the 
charts' With the giant hit title track and "Fading 
like A Flower'' Come and enioy the ride' 

WOW, THAT'S WHAT I 
CALL MUSIC VOL. 10 

The latest in the smash hit senes includes 
GRAMMY winners and nominees like MC 
HAMMER VANILU ICE WILSON PHILLIPS 
and tots more ' A perfect 10 all the way' 


Also rsleased: 




HMV 


Available exclusively 
on HMV cassettes 


BEST OF WAYNE SHORTER • BEST OF ART BLAKEY • BEST OF DEXTER GORDON • THE ROULETTE 
YEARS/SARAH VAUGHAN • COUNTRY DUETS/VARIOUS • TYR/BLACK SABBATH • RISE AND 
SHINE/STEPPENWOLF • INNUENDO/QUEEN • A SAUCERFUL OF SECRETS/PINK FLOYD • 
EMPIftE/QUEENSRYCHE • ROCKY 5/ORIGINAL SOUND-TRACK • HITS FOR LOVERS VOL 3/VARIOUS • 
WILSON PHILLIPS • ROCK 'N' ROLL MUSIC VOL 1 6 2/BEATLES 


Rediffusion/GCI/77 
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MEN'S SINGLES 


WINIIER:408,000 dollars (240,000 pounds) 
RUNNER-UP: 204,000 (120,000) 

SEMI FINALIST: 102,000 (60,000) 

QUARTER FINALIST: 53,040 (31,200) 

ROUNU OF 16 LOSERS: 28,560 (16,800) 
ROUND OF 32 LOSERS: 16,515 (9,715) 
ROUND OF 64 LOSERS: 9,996 (5,880) 

FIRST ROUND LOSERS: 6,120 (3.600) 


WOMEN'S SINGLES 


WINNER: 367,000 (216,000) 
RUNNER-UP: 183,600 (108,000) 

SEMI FINALIST:89,250 (52,500) 
QUARTER FINALIST: 45.084 (26,520) 
ROUND OF 16 LOSERS: 22,848 (13,440) 
ROUND OF 32 LOSERS; 12,801 (7,530) 
ROUND OF 64 LOSERS; 7,752 (4,560) 
FIRST ROUND L0SERS:4,743 (2,790) 


MEN'S DOUBLES (PER 
PAIR) 


WINNERS:167,161 (98,330) 
RUNNERS-UP: 83,572 (49,160) 

SEMI FINALISTS: 42.891 (25,230) 
QUARTER FMAUSTS: 22,270 (13,100) 

ROUND OF 16 L0SERS:11,866 (6,980) 
ROUND OF 32 LOSERS: 6,443 (3,790) 
FIRST ROUND LOSERS: 3,774 (2,220) 


WOMEN'S DOUBLES (PER 
PAIR) 


WINNERS: 144,602 (85,060) 
RUNNERS-UP: 72,284 (42,520) 

SEMI FMAUSTS: 34,323 (20,190) 
QUARTER FINALISTS: 17,816 (10,480) 
ROUND OF 16 LOSERS: 8,891 (5,230) 
ROUND OF 32 LOSERS: 4,828 (2,840 
FIRST ROUND LOSERS: 2,737 (1,610) 




j I -j 1.1. U u 

















RUNNER-UP 


1970 J.D. Newcombe lAUS K.R, Rosewall iausi 5-7,6-3,6-2, 

3-6,6-1 

1971 J.D. Newcombe lAUS S.R. Smith (US) 

I 64,6-4 

1972 S.R. Smith cuS) I. Nastase (ROM) 


J. Kodes (CZ) 

J.S. Connors (usi 

A. R. Ashe (USI 

B. Borg iswEi 
B. Borg (SWE) 

B. Borg tswEi 
8. Borg ISWEI 

B. Borg iswei 


A. Metreveli lUSSRi 
K.R. Rosewall (aus) 
J.S. Connors (usi 

I. Nastase (noMi 

J. S. Connors (US) 

J.S. Connors lUS) 

R. Tanner (US) 

J.P. McEnroe (usi 


J.P. McEnroe (US) B. Borg (SWE) 


J.S. Connors (US) J.P. McEnroe (US) 


J.P. McEnroe (US) 
J.P. McEnroe (US) 
B. Becker iw ger) 


C.J. Lewis (NZ) 

J. S. Connors (US) 

K. Curren (US) 


6-1,9-8.6-3 
6-1,6-1,64 
6-1,6-1,5-7, 
64 

64,6-2,9-7 

3- 6,6-2,61, 

5- 7,64- 
6-2,6-2,63 
6-7,6-1,3-6, 

6- 3,64 
1-6,7-5,6-3, 

6- 7,8-6 

4- 6,7-6,7-6, 
64 

3-6,6-3,6-7, 

7- 6,64 
6-2,6-2,6-2 
6-1,6-1,6-2 


B. Becker (W.GER) I. Lendl (CZ) 

P. Cash (AUS) I. Lendl (CZ) 

S. Edberg (SWE) B. Becker (W.GER) 

Bor(s Becker (W G) S Edberg (SW) 

S Edberg (SW) Boris Becker (W G ) 




Stefan Edberg 



MEN'S DOUBLES 


WINNERS 


J.D Newcombe & A.D, Roche (ausi 
R.S. Emerson & R.G. Laver (AUS) 

R.A.J. Hewitt & F.D. McMillan (sa) 

J.S. Connors luS) & I. Nastase (ROM) 

J 0. Newcombe & A.D. Roche (aus) 

V. Gerulaitis & A.A. Mayer lusi 
B.E. Gottfried (usi & R. Ramirez imexi 
R.L. Case & G. Masters iausi 
R.A.J. Hewitt & F.D. McMillan isai 
P. Fleming & J.P. McEnroe lUSi 
P. McNamara & P. McNamee iausi 
P. Fleming & J.P. McEnroe lUSi 
P. McNamara & P. McNamee iausi 
P. Fleming & J.P. McEnroe lUSi 
P. Fleming & J.P. McEnroe lUSi 
H.P Guenthardt iswii & B. Taroczy ihuni 

J. Nystrom & M. WHander iswei 

K. Flach & R. Seguso lUS) 

K. Flach & R. Seguso lUSi 

J. Fitzgerald (AUS) and A Jarryd (SWE) 
R Leach & J. Pugh (US 




















YEAR WINNER 


M. Court 
Into Smith) (Ausi 
E.F. Goolagong (AUS 

B.J. King 
(nde Moffitt) lus) 

B. J. King 

(nte Moffitt) lUSi 

C. M. Evert tisi 

B. J. King 

(n4e Moffitt) lUSi 

C. M. Evert (US) 

S.V. Wade iGBi 
M. Navratilova lUSi 
M. Navratilova lUSi 

E.F. Cawley (n^e 
Goolagong) lAUSi 
C. Lloyd 
(nte Evert) (USi 
M. Navratilova lusi 

M. Navratilova lusi 
M. Navratilova lUSi 

M. Navratilova (usi 

M. Navratilova lUSi 
M. Navratilova lUSi 
S. Graf iw.GER) 

Steffi Graf (W G) 

M Navratilova (US) 


RUNNER-UP SCORE 


B.J.King 14-12,11-9. 

(nde Moffitt) lUSl 
M. Court 6-4,6-1 

(nto Smith) iauS) 

E.F. Goolagong lAUSi 6-3,6-3 


C.M. Evert iusi 

0. Morozova lussRi 
E.F. Cawley (n6e 
Goolagong) iausi 
E.F. Cawley (nde 
Goolagong) iausi 

B. F. Stove INETH) 

C. M. Even lUSi 
C. Uoyd 

(n6e Evert) IDS) 

C. Lloyd 
In4e Evert) lUSi 
H. Mandlikova iczi 

C. Lloyd 
|n4e Evert) lUSi 
A, Jaeger lUSi 
C. Lloyd 
In4e Even) lUSi 
C. Lloyd 
(nte Evert) luSi 
H. Mandlikova ICZ) 
S. Graf (w geri 
M. Navratilova lUSi 
M NavratHova (US) 
Zina Garrison (US) 


64).7-5 

64}.&4 

6 - 0 . 6-1 

6-3,4-6.8-6 

4-6,6-3,6-1 
2-6,6-4.7-6 
6-4,6-4 

6-1,7-6 

6-2,6-2 

6'1,3-6,6-2 

6-0,6-3 


4- 6,63,6-2 

7-6,6-3 

7-5,6-3 

5- 7,6-2,6-1 

16-2, 6-7. 6-1 
|6-4, 6-1 
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Mattlna Hlavnitiiovii 


WOMEN'S 

DOUBLES 



R. Casals & B.J. King (nde Moffitt) lusi 
R. C^ls & B.J. King (nde Moffitt) lUSi 

B. J. King (nte Moffitt) lUSi & B.F. Stove incthi 
R. Casals & B.J. King (nte Moffitt) lUSi 

E.F. Goolagong iausi & M. Michel lUSi 
A.K. Kiyomura lUSi & K. Sawamatsu UPNi 

C. M. Even lUSi & M. Navratilova iczi 

H.F. Cawley (n4e Gourlay) iausi & J.C. Russell lusi 
K. Reid (n4e Melville) & W.M. Turnbull MUSi 

B. J. King {n4e Moffitt) & M. Navratilova aisi 
K. Jordan & A.E. Smith lUSi 

M. Navratilova & P.H. Shriver lUSi 
M. Navratilova & P.H. Shnver lusi 
M. Navratilova & P.H. Shriver lUSi 
M. Navratilova & P.H. Shriver lUSi 
K. Jordan luSi & E. Smylie iausi 
M. Navratilova & P.H. Shriver lusi 

C. Kohde-Kilsch iw.geri & H. Sukova iczi 
S. Graf iw.geri & G. Sabatini iarci 

J Novotna & H. Sukova (CZ) 

J Novotna & H Sukova (CZ) 




























ASIDE 


mn SEATS! 


F or some strange reason. 

there’s this notion that 
anyone can walk down to the 
local ticket ofilce, whip out a 
few five pound notes and get. 
a courtslde seat at 

Wimbledon. Not so. In fact, getting to 
meet Princess Di is far easier-and 
considerably less terrifying. 

Last year, I was luclqr enough to 
acquire two tickets for The 
Championships through the National 
Ticket Ballot, a lottery system 
administered by the All England Club in 
which the public may apply by mail for 
seats. My pair cost £50 (about $75): the 
location was vile, but they were for the 
day of the ladles' finals, my first choice! 1 
asked the star of a TV series my company 
was producing if she would like to Join 
me. Her reaction was rapturous, ffhe 
same pair of tickets will cost £75, or 
about $128, this year). 

In hopes of exchanging my tickets for 
something closer to courtslde, I rang my 
local ticket agent and was promptly 
lauglied off the phone. Consulting some 
of my streetwise chums, it dawned on me 


THERE’S the 
notion that 
anyone can 
walk down to 
the local ticket 
office, whip out 
a few five 
pounds notes 
and get a 
courtslde seat 
at Wimbledon. 
Not so. In fact, 
getting to meet 
Princess Di is far 
easier-and 
considerably 
less terrifying 


that good seats for Wimbledon could be 
found only in dark, Dickensian 
places-and at a price. 

'BEST PRICES PAID! ABSOLUTE 
DISCRETION GUARANTEED!" screamed 
the advertlsements-ln the gentlemanly 
London Times, no less! Picking at 
random, I rang one of the numbers. A 
voice like a dachshund's bark Informed 
me that my bleacher seats were worth 
£100, and if I wanted to trade them in for 
two at courtslde, it would cost me another 
£850. After ringing a few others, I realised 
that these guys, these touts (scalpers), 
were a breed apart-and all were named 
Tony. 

Tony No. 4 offered this advice: "Keep 
your rotten seats and wait 'til next week, 
then you can sell them for double, darlln’, 
but meantime. 1 got two lovelies at £700 
for you, darlln'. Come on over, you sound 
gorgeous. The name’s Tony." He said he 
took credit cards. 

Expecting to be led into a smelly alley 
by a bunch of Oliver Twists. I was 
stunned to find Tony No. 4 at a 
well-known central London agency, "The 
Ticket Desk," on Charing Cross Road, the 
office aglow with neon signs and jazzy 
posters. 

Tony relieved me of the £700, then 
reached Inside a large briefcase filled to 
the brim with those magic 
morsels-Wlmbledon tlckets-and handed 
me two beauties. 

That night 1 lay in bed gazing at the 
tickets and suddenly realised Siey had no 
price printed on them! Convinced they 
were forgeries. I took off for the All 
England Club the next evening, queued 
an hour for a £3 end-of-day grounds 
admission pass, and made my way to the 
administration building, where tickets 
are authenticated against a giant master 
chart listing seat numbers and the 
names of the original purchasers. 

Once at the main desk, an Imperious, 
dour old woman glowered at me as 1 
lymded her my pair of tickets. My heart 
began to pound. Why did I do this? I 
asked myself. Was it all a setup? Was All 







rilNDLgY 


r* 


1 




’ r 








% ^ 

\ 


* V 






England Club chairman. Buzzer 
Hadingham sitting in his office watching 
a video of the transaction and preparing 
to blackball me from the hallowed 
grounds forever? What if this woman 
confiscated my £700 worth of heaven? 

'These are fine, my dear," the woman 
said, managing a remote smile. Tliey 
were real, authentic, honest-to-goodness 
seats. 

Wimbledon’s ticket system is 
elaborate. Each year, 52 percent of 
Centre Court tickets for the fortnight are 
allocated to the public, including 
members of private tennis clubs and the 
Lawn Tennis Association. Also Included 
In that 52 percent are standing-room 
tickets and dally sales to people who 
camp out overnight and queue the length 
of Church Road. They know that the odds 
against securing tickets in advance via 
the lottery are six to one. 




!r 


These seats are hot! They get more 
expensive as you get closer to the front 
(inset) 

The road that leads up to the gates of 
The All England Club. Ironically it is cal¬ 
led Church Road, the favourite hang¬ 
out of the ticket touts 

Another 25 per cent goes to schools, 
officials, umpires. VIPs, media, members 
of the All England Club, the LTA Council, 
foreign associations, players from past 
years whoVe reached singles 
quarterfinals or doubles semi finals, and 
current competitors. The club doesn’t 
look kindly upon people who resell such 
privileged allocations; In the case of 
umpires, it’s against club rules. 
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ONE Of the 
hottest stories 
in '88 was the 
allegation that 
Ion Tirlac sold 
his allocation of 
tickets for 
£30,000 after his 
protege, Boris 
Becker, was 
knocked out on 
the first Friday 
of the'87 
championships 












tommy MNDLEY 



This section is better known as the Bleacher Seats. You have to sit crammed up and pay £100 


The remaining 23 percent Is reserved 
for companies that entertain clients in 
the 44 oillcially sanctioned marquees, 
plus Keith Prowse, the club's exclusive 
ticket agent, which arranges package 
deals for British and foreign dients. 
Debenture holders complete the picture. 


E arly m 1989, the A11 England 
Club announced a plan to buy 
back the ticket holdings of people 
who might otherwise sell them to touts, 
giving an extra 10 percent, and then 
resell them to companies that lease 
marquees during the championships and 
never seem to get enough tickets for 
clientele. An Idealistic approach, to be 
sure. (Recently, the Club turned down an 
offer from an unofllcial marquee operator 
of £1 million for 200 tickets per day for 
four years.) 

One of the hottest stories in 1988 was 
the allegation that Ion Tiriac sold his 
allocation of tickets for £30.000 after his 
protege. Boris Becker, was knocked out 
on the first Friday ol the '87 
championships. 

But by far the ugliest ticket scandal of 
recent times took place in 1987, when 
London newspaper headlines announced 
that a senior umpire. Paul Alderson, had 
been banned from the profession for life 
following a Sunday Afirror exclusive 
about the staggering trade in umpires’ 


tickets. Summoned into action by tlie 
Elect Street furore, the British Tennis 
Umpires Association staged its own 
internal inquiry. In addition to 
suspending Alderson, the organisation 
■also disciplined several other officials. 
Now umpires, traditionally volunteers, 
are paid a small salary or given a meager 
allocation of daily tickets. 


T outs range from wee laddies to 
beer-bellied rednecks and number 
In the hundreds during the 
tournament. 

Last year, a new breed of tout emerged 
in the form of well-dressed yuppies, one 
of whom was nabbed outside Wimbledon 
with 60 hot tickets in his pocket. Then 
there are children, some as young as 13. 
affectionately dubbed "The Tiny Touts," 
who hang around the club hustling 
tickets for cash. 

Occassionally touts are arrester}, but 
they can only be booked for obstruction. 
They usually plead guilty, pay a fine of 
about £120, and are banned from the 
streets for the duration of the fortnight. 

My advice to foreign tennis fans who 
ever want to visit Wimbledon is to find a 
good package deal, or inquire with Keith 
Prowse. Your last resort, of course, is a 
trusty tout. □ 

Carol aouM 

COURTESY- WORLD TENNIS 


THERE are 
children, some 
as young as 13, 
affectionately 
dubbed *The 
Tiny Touts’, who 
hang around 
the club 
hustling tickets 
for cash 















THE 


FIT 


The organisers 
would send a 
chauffeured 
limousine to 
your hotel to 
take you to 
your matches. 
The linesmen 
marched 
regally on the 
court.l’m sure 

campaigner 
would agree 
that there’s no 


tournament 

than 

Wimbledon; it’s 
the premier, 
number one, 
world’s greatest 


Bobby Riggs on route to that 
Wimbledon title 
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BY BOBBY RIGGS 




WON more than the 
singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles at 
Wimbledon 50 years 
ago. I’m the only player 
who took £100 and bet it 
on himself and let it ride 
on the singles. As the 
No. 1 seed, 1 got 3 to 1 
odds, then let the £400 
ride on the doubles. 
Instead of receiving 14 
to 1 odds, I got only 6 to 
1. But I won and got 
£2,400 and let It ride 
again. I should have 
received 100 to 1 odds 
on the mixed, but those 
English bookmakers 
were very strict, so they 
cut the odds to 12 to 1. 
Nobody before or since 


has won all three events 
on his first visit, and 1 
made well over 
$ 100 , 000 . 

I kept it pretty quiet. 1 
didn’t want anyone to 
borrow money from me. 
And I did what any 
21 -year-old would do: I 
went to the dog tracks 
and horse races and 
played a lot of gin 
rummy. 1 actually had a 
little left over when 1 
went home. 

I’ve been competing 
since the 
13-and-unders in 
Southern California, 
right up to the IJ.S. 
national singles and 
doubles in the 45s. 50s, 
55s, 60s and 65s. But of 
all the tournaments, the 
one 1 remember most is 
Wimbledon. 

1 remember the very 
efllcient manner in 
which the English stage 
a tournament. They 
would send a 
chaufTeured limousine 
to your hotel to take you 
to your matches. The 
linesmen marched 
regally on the court. I’m 
sure every campaigner 
would agree that there's 
no better tournament 
than Wimbledon; it’s the 
premiere, number one. 
world’s greatest event. 

As the top seed in 
1939.1 played very few 
matches outside Centre 
Court, which was great 
because Centre Court 
had the best bounces. 
Americans are afraid to 
use those great big 
steamrollers to pack 
dowTi the grass because 
it might kill it. The 
English don’t seem to 
mind doing that so you 
get fairly high bounces, 
and mostly good ones. 

The ’39 men’s singles 
was especially 
memorable for me. 
Elwood Cooke and 1 had 
so many long baseline 
rallies that the English 


got bored with the 
match and went out to 
have their tea: we were 
sUll rall 3 dngwhen they 
came back. Cooke, who 
was also my doubles 
partner, played the 
match of his life. 

1 had beaten him 16 
times in a row and took 
him too lightly, but he 
was Inspired. He won 
the first set and had me 
down 5-3 in the second 
before I realized 1 had a 
fight on my hands. 1 
deuced it up and won 
the set 8-6: but he won 
the third set. There 1 
was down two sets to 
one in the Wimbledon 
final against a guy I 
normally killed! 

Every player's dream 
is to win Wimbledon, 
and Cooke threw 
everything into this 
battle. He was flying 
sky-high, but he ran out 
of gas. After the match. 1 
recall he went in for a 
massage and couldn't 
get off the table. 

I, on the other hand, 
was Invited to have tea 
with Queen Mary in the 
Royal Box. It was 
certainly a thrill for a 
hard-working, 
middle-class youngster 
like myself. She wore 
one of her famous hats 
and was very cordial 
and friendly. 1 told the 
Queen that 1 liked 
English history and 
recalled reading about 
successions to the 
throne. King John and 
King Richard the 
Llonhearted. 

She got a big kick out 
of that. 'ul 

BOBBY RIGGS, in 1939 
became the only man to 
have won the singles, 
doubles and the mixed 
doubles titles at 
Wimbledon the same 

year.surprisingly he 

never played at 
Wimbledon again 




QUESTIONS 


1 . Who was the 
last 

Englishman to win 
a Wimbledon title? 

2 . What is 

traditionally the 
original reason 
given for the All 
England Club 
holding the first 
championships in 
1877? 

3 . The pony roller 
is still seen in 
one comer of 
Centre Court. 
Althourfi it is still 
in use (without the 
pony) for what 
other reason does it 
have to stay there 
even after all these 
years? 

4 . The mles of 
tennis, as it is 
played now, were 
cocfed by which 
^anisation? 
pr. What was so 
•Jironic about the 
birthplace of 
Spencer Gore, the 
winner of the first 
championship 

6 . What was so 
odd about the 
ladies and men's 
char^ionsof 1939? 

7 . The legendary 
BJom Borg 
made his 
Wimbledon debut 
at age 17. Who did 
he play in his very 


first match? 

8 . If you were 
going to see - 
matches at 


Wimbledon, which 
London tube 
station would you 
have to alight at? 


ANSWERS 


i; JariMny Bates. He won the mixed doubles event 
^Jo Dude in 1087 

. 2 , To raiea money b) order to repair the club's 
pony roller 

a It Is too wide lobe Mten out throiK^ any of the 
«^atCentrs'Couft 

S. The MCC, a dub which is more famous for Its 
. cricket 

8, He was bbm in Wimdadon itself 

8. Bobby Rigps and Alice Marble created history 
between ttiem when tfiey went on to win the 
men's siiia(es,,wornen'e dn|^,men's doubles, 
women's dotMes and th«i teamed up to wm the 
mbiedddubies 

7. Pnirt^Ud 

8> SparmUs, The Wimbledon station is a fuidter 
tWostenssway 

9. 'Abotd^ * 

10. OdatgeePMk 

11. A’tlewt jtOMt. In ofdar to remain anonymous they 
aHdaiiibenpalves Tony 

18; -They spBe W 9H«e Mvals of sccreditationa 


13.8!a3»;:po.|he sccxeboard 
14. AtffcMiluKiiiQidn 
1& Aslleha»t«mliia ihotOTdifve cf his 
that the epond dom not dktbJib the players 




THIS QUIZ HAS 
COMPILED BY; 

MISS ANNA D’CRUZE 
7, MEHER ALI LANE, 
CALCUTTA 700 017 








Q. At the grounds 
vy of Wimbledon, 
strawberries and 
cream is the most 
famous and 
expensive snack. 
The cheapest is 
something called a 
‘dutchee’. What is 
it? 

1 Whatis 
X \J • the name 
of the complex 
where Wimbledon’s 
practice courts are 
situated? 

1 1 At 
X X .Wimbledon 
. what is a Tony? 

1 9 At 
X • Wlmbledon- 

, what is common 
to the ‘Centre 
Court’, ‘7 day’ and 
•Rover’? 

TO The All 
X vX • England 
Club rule does not 
allow advertising 
on Centre Court. 

Yet one non-tennis 
brand name 
features larger 
than life on Centre 
Court. Which one? 

1 ^ Where are 
X TT .the 
qualifying rounds 
of Wimbledon held? 
1 C What 
X . special 
gadget does a 
photographer have 
to have on his 
camera in order to 
get court side 
accreditation at 
Centre Court? 








FfioTo wBirum 


lvlad>l#doa. 1985 3 
Fourth Rouiad. 
Boris Bscksr Vs 
Tia Mayotts*.... 
Boris Bscksr 
trudgsd slowly to 
the unpirs's 
chair, haad 
bowsd, a look o£ 
despair and 
defeat on his 
youthful face. 





on,*' the 
17-year-old 
Qepssn said. 
Becker went on to 
win that match 
and the 
tournament to 
becosie 
Wildaledon's 
youngest 
dnuapion. 








' 85-'87 


Close to 
defaulting in the 
fourth round 
Boris Becker went 
on to become the 
youngest men's 
champion at 
Wimbledon....to 
prove It wasn't a 
fluke the 
ebullient West 
German repeated 
the feat In 1966. 

...Anne White 
provided some 
sartorial 
splendor taking 
Wimbledon's 
dress rulings 
very 

literally....Mart¬ 
ina Navratilova 
flexed her 
muscles and took 
the ladies titles 
I n 85 and '86 . 

..1987 was 
almost a 'break' 
In the new era. 
Pat Cash coming 
back from a back 
injury that 
Spiost ended his 




















career put an end 
to the Becker 
domination....Aft¬ 
er having 
partnered Becker 
for tvTO 
consecutive 
champion's 
Evenings, 
Martina 

Navratilova had a 
different 
partner this 
time....Cash 
roused the 
orthodox 
eyebrows of the 
All England Club 
by climbing over 
the stands to 
greet his family 
and friends after 
his 

victory....it 
was to be the only 
time that Becker 
has lost at 
Wimbledon before 
the final.... 
















Dttfwodlng 
ohasi|>l<»i P«Lt Cash 
fall to Backer in 


1988 and than 
began the 
Edberg-Baoker 
rivalry at 
Wimbledon...Bdbarg 
got the better 
of Becker In the 
'88 final and 
Becker pleaded 
for a chance to 
touch the trophy 
he had won twice 
before....Since 
a girl by the name 
of Steffi Graf 
was grabbing all 
the headlines 
when it came to 
the women's 
tournament, 
Barbara Potter 
decided to get 



some of the 
limalight for 
herself by 
changing on 
Centra Court... 














19893 

■dbarg-Becker 
Part Two. Ravange 
for tba Waat , 
Oerman who xiot 
only found a naw 
victory aaluta# 
but atartad a naw 
trand of throwing 
tha rackat into 
tha atanda aftar 
beating tha Swada 
in tha 


1989: Otuttchiand OouWe 



final....It was 
Germany above all 
when Steffi Graf 



..t^ook her aacond 
ibitla to ooa!P3.ata 
ai German 
Double* 

' ' ’ / ^ ‘ l' V 
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..Edberg- 
Becker Part 
Three:....But It 
was a year of 
obsessions...Ivan 
Lendl and Martina 
Navratilova came 
to Wimbledon 
desperate to 


Lendl, nothing 
else mattered but 
winning his first 
Wimbledon 
title....Edberg 
put an end to that 
dream in the semi 
finals and then 
turned the tables 
on Becker in the 
f iz^al.... 

COLOBSPQBT 
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Martina was not 
so unfortunate as 
Lendl....Xfter a 
series of upsets 
Zina Garrison 
became the second 
black woman to 
make a Wliid>ledon 
final....Martina 
In fulfilling her 
dream of winning 
a record ninth 
singles title put 
an end to 
Garrison's fairy 
tale....It was 
the ninth time 
that Martina had 
met the Duchess 
of Kent on Centre 
Court so 
naturally there 
was plenty of 
familiarity...the* 
tabloids were 
kept happy by 
former champion 
Steffi Graf's 
father Peter 
whose 

Involvement In a 
sex scandal took 
Its toll on his 
daughter's game 












TOE TOANSAMERICAN ADVENTURE ■ *90 
ON INDIAN 250 cc MOTORCYCLES 

L ttR-AKUNKHADSE, STANLETKOSE & SAT1SH GANAMim 


July 29th 1990. Three adventurous Indians on two 
250 cc Yezdi motorbikes and MRF NYLOGRIP TYRES - 
the No. 1 two-wheeler tyres in India. 

Traver^ Oie length and breadth of the U.SA, 

18^ Ion across the awesome Arizona deserts, tim 
Grand Canyon, Niagara FaOs... Taking on die fost lane 
... and the sweeping inter-dtyhighways... 

With unshakeable confidence in themselves. And 
thar tyres. 

MRF NYLOGRIP The tyres with the strength, 
stability and grip to see them tfaroi# succes^Hy on 
dieir Great Trans Nor th-American Adventure. 

In the trio’s own wo-ds - “MRFTyres did withstand 
all sorts of onslaughts induding heavy luggage on the 
bikes without a rioide puncture.” 

The true spirit (tf adventure. MRF Nylogrip. A dream 
come true for three men. 

five latest tm for the latM 
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MOOD 


[ m I O spectators. Wimbledon can 
I seem like an angiy 

god’s personal shower stall. To others, precipitation 
is the milk of human capitalism. 

To me. the rain was mainly a pain. And for a long 
while on that third day of play last year, it appeared 
my ticket for Centre Court would become nothing 
but a wistful souvenir of an experience that wasn’t. 

But wait. Any day spent at Wimbledon is an 
experience. Certainly. I would rather have been 
watching tennis. But the inescapable fact-it rains 
here- suggests that a wet Wimbledon must be Its^ 
own discreet world. 1 set out in search of it. 

The tournament’s first day was also the sixteenth 
consecutive sunny day in England. Drought-and 
governmental pleas to restrict water use-were the 
result, much lo the chagrin of a waiter at my hotel. 
But all that changed by the second day, prompting 
him to say. "Every time Wimbledon comes around it 
rains, so Wimbledon saved our lives." 

Tell it to the groundskeepers. What seems like the 
meekest drizzle sends them scunylng for the 
tarpaulin, grass being the most susceptible of all 
court surfaces to moisture. Humans are pretty 
susceptible, too: After giving my ticket to a 
ralncoated gatekeeper early that afternoon. 1 Joined 
the folks seeking shelter from the spitting sky. 

1 noshed on a "dutchee." or hot dog. under a 
purple-and-green umbrella at the fringe of the food 
and drink tent and wondered how long this rain 
•delay would last. An English yuppie couple sharing 
my umbrella took advantage of the break, 
dispatching two bottles of champagne In the time it 
takes Steffi Graf to win a first-round match. 

The sprinkle turned steadier, and some were 
caught-don’t they know it rains here?-wlthout an 
umbrella or a raincoat or. as one man modeled for a 
TV camera, a garbage bag. The luclqr ones occupied 
seats under the tent and wouldn’t have surrendered 
them to the queen. Others simply stood by. enviously 
eyeing tho.se who were sitting. 

Workers in the food tent had strong feelings about 
the relationship between rain and their Jobs. 
"Yesterday was horrible," said one, who. had already 
applied for a transfer to a less stressful post. So 
crowded had 11 been the day before that the only 
thing she could see was the steam rising from her 
soggy patrons. 

On rainy days, a barman chipped in, "They drink 
more and Just sit there." Added another. "People are 
in a really bad temper if It’s raining." For the Brits, a 
day at Wimbledon is a day off. and when it rains, 
"They take It out on the staff." ’’After yesterday," 
concluded yet another worker. ’Tve never prayed so 
much for (he sun." 

While some do a smashing business when showers 
hit. others suffer. A man selling ice cream from a 
{X)rtable stand said he and fellow ice cream vendors, 
who work on commission, made between £500 and 
£800 on the first day. the sunny one. But on the two 
rainy days that followed, earnings plummeted to 
£200 or £300. "We knew it was a bit of a gamble," he 






lt'8 raining and the 
courta are covered. 
And then the aun 
ahinea and piay 
ia about to begin 


P, 





Thia ahot of 
Wimbiedon’a 17 
Courta ia taken 
from BBC'a camera 
tower which 
hovera over 
the compiex 


44 














By Leslie Robinson 



ALM BELOW 
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admitted. "I gotta take the good with the bad. It’s a bit 
annoying, biit what can you do?" 

I raided the c^dy stand and then headed for my 
scat, one of the coveted covered ones. Those already 
seated were watching the rain splash the tarp, which 
was raised at the middle of both ends so that air 
could pass through and dry the court. Eventually, 
those in the uncovered seats folded their colourful 
umbrellas and began clapping. Th^r wanted tennis. 
Now. A voice announced that play would resume 
when it could be determined that the rain wouldn't 
start up again. The weather service couldn’t help, it 
turned out. because the rain was so light It wasn’t 
registering on radar. The crowd crackled in 
exasperation. 

Finally, groundskeepers emerged and began to 
uncover the fabled greensward. The audience 
cheered their work. They then hailed the appearance 
of the ball boys and ofnclals. and at last the arrival of 
the players. A handful of military ushers rolled off 
another covering of no small import: the tarp over the 
Royal Box. It had done its Job. The seats were dry 
enough for the royal derriere of Fergie, The Duchess 


of Yoiir, as well as for the visiting backsides of 
Queen, Noor of Jordan and the E^gyptian and South 
African ambassadors. 

The sky never cleared but the rain stayed away, 
enabling Graf and Ivan Lendl to polish off a pair of 
pretenders. After his victory, Lendl said, "It was a 
little damp at first. They, cml It mizzle Over here. It 
was mizzling throughout the match." Never mind 
that a numter of English said the word was new to 
them; mizzle was surely the reason Lendl dropped 
the first set to a 30-year-old insurance salesman 
from Sweden. 

When rain forced him from the court to the locker 
room, Australian John Fitzgerald said he rode out 
the interruption by watching cricket on the BBC and 
listening to bad jokes. "There’s not much you can do: 
you just have to wait and pass the time." 

No champagne for him. 

Boris Becker thought he knew what the press did 
on rainy days: blow his quotes out of proportion in 
order to sell papers. Becker, who fueled the British 
tabloids by criticizing the tournament facilities, said, 
"it was raining yesterday and nobody had an 3 fthing 
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PREDICTION 



■■■ dwells on a new 
world order In women’s ten¬ 
nis and predicts the continu¬ 
ed supremacy of an ageless 

S ueen: Martina 
avratllova... 




Martina rWivratflova: formida¬ 
ble talent; (Inset) 
aftei‘Winning her ninth Wim- 
triedon title last year 
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T he new world order 
in women s tennis 
means exciting 
unpredictability 
nsmg stars and 
riveting matches As 
world No 5 Mary Joe Fernandez 
notes Before you went into a 
tournament and it was Who II 
play Graf in the finals? Before 
that it was who 11 play Martina In 
the finals'* Now it s open Anybody 
can beat anybody on any given 
dav Its great 

The growing list of marquee 
players today features new and 
youngest ever No 1 Monica Seles 
erstwhile queen but 
now struggling Steffl Graf always 
formidable Martina Navratilova 
and gorgeous and improved 
Gabnela Sabatini Not far behind 
are much improved Jana 
Novotna c onsistent tontender 
Fcmande/ tenacious rompetitor 
Arantxa Saiw he/ Vitario and teen 
sweetheart Jennifer Capnati 
No mat lei where you come from 
in Europe Wimbledon is the 
tennis championship you honour 
above all others Navratilova 
wrote in her 1985 autobiography 
A year ago after winning her ninth 
Wimbledon title-to break the 
lecord she shared with Helen Wills 
Moody-Mighty Martina jubilianlly 
said This tops it all But even 
that c henshed ninth Wtmby 
Clown which ranks with Rod 
Laver s two singles Grand Slams 
as tennis most outstanding career 
feats didn t quench her thirst 1 
think 1 ve got a 10th 
championship in me. she added 
1 m going for double digits 
If Navratilova t ould easily 
capture The Championships on 
two injured knees so painful that 
she was eating Advil candy in 
1990 she 11 repeat convincingly 
on two healthy ones repaired by 
extensive arthioscopu surgery 
Revitalized at 34 she says It s 
like I ve been de aged by 10 years 
1 ve never been quite there like 1 






am now. mentally and 
emotionally 

Furthermore, the best grass 
court player and most gifted 
athlete on the tour has been 
psyched up and inspired by 
charismatic Billie Jean King, her 
coach and the all time Wimbledon 
recordholder with 20 overall titles 
She says the shrewd and 
reassunng King has made me 
love the game again 
Navratilova, ranked a 
misleading No 4, has added more 
pa< e to her volley, refined her 
groundstrokes and Improved her 
sometimes petulant body 
language It s still a quest for 
I improvement and 
I perfection You’re always 
I working on something And I m 
still learning how to play the 
game, she humbly says 
Should Navratilova somehow 
need any more Incentive, she 
knows that two more famous 
all time records are within her 
range With 17 Big W titles, she 
c ould surpass King s mark 
especially if she and doubles 
partner Pam Shiiver can regain 
their once nearly unbeatable form 
And Margaret Court’s awesome 62 
overall Grand Slam crowns are 
now only eight away With 
flue tuating torm and the tact that 
the surface is grass makes the 
ladies event open Even some 
one like Jana Novotna can win As 
former queen and now TV 
commentator Chris Evert 
assesses She is more like 
Martina Navratilova than any 
other lop player She has that 
classic serve and volley game 
She s aggressive Physlc^ly. she s 
very strong Sheshadtowoikon 
the mental part, and 1 see 
j unbelievable Improvements in her 
I thinking on the court and how she 
■ handles pressure in playing the 
' top players now 

Novotna 22, handled it 
superbly at the 1991 Australian 
Open where she ambushed Graf 
5 7. 6-4 8 6. touted Sanchez 
Vlcario 6-1,63 and then bowed 
5-7,6-3, 6-1 to Seles in a 
well played final A doubles star 
with eight Grand Slam titles 
already, she credits fellow Czei h 
Monica Seles; youngest-ever 
Number One 











M ARUNA NAVRATILO¬ 
VA Is bent on winning 
a 10th Wimbledon 
title, but has been dis¬ 
tracted by a lawsuit filed by her 
former companion of seven 
years, 45-year-old Judy Nelson. 

She left her hus¬ 
band and two children to move 
in with the C^ech-bom player, 
has filed a £ 10 million lawsuit 
after Martina left her this year 
for 35-year-old Olympic skier 
Qndy Nelson (yes. even she is 
Nels^ 

Mrs. Judy Nelson apparently 
turned doira a six figure cash 
and[ property oiler and is attemp- 
ttag, to daim half of Martina's 
£30 ndtlton fortune 
H seems Mrs. Nelson and 
Miartlna signed a partnership 
i^reement in 1985 entitling the 
former 4 |p half the latmr'S 
money, but Martina says she 
dktot Understand wtiat was 


signing five years ago when she 
arid Mrs Nelson were vldeotap 
ed exchanging vows. 

Ms. Navratilova has been 
short and sharp with reporters 
asking questions about this 
situation and firmly said, '*My 
lawyer told me not to answer 
non-tennis question" 

Although stie is ready for a 
legal showdown. Martina accus¬ 
ed Mrs, Nelson of timing the law¬ 
suit to coincide with her run up 
to Wimbledtm, In an American 
TV pn^pramme she also said, 
"Juify and I had a very good 
relationshlp-aeven years-and 
now It aU seems to come down to 
greed I no! only look care of 
Judy but 1 looked after her fomi- 
ly too. provided help to her par¬ 
ents and kids, flew people gll 
over the place to tournaments 
and on vacations. That wasn't 
enough I guess" 

R.B. 


Hana Mandlikova. her coach for 
the past year, for "mosf'of her 
recent Improvement. Novotna, 
who has one of the tour’s best 
volleys and forehands, dropped 24 
pounds and calmed her volatile 
tempierament 

But what about the game's 
current Top 3. Seles. Graf and 
Sabatlni, you ask? 

Seles, the 1990 and 91 French 
champion, captured her first 
Australian Open and second 
Ltpton International this year and 
thus proved she can win on 
surfaces faster than t lay She 
certainly boasts the lop 
forehand backhand one two 
punch combination In tennis 
today and maybe ever The 
pi et oe lous Yugoslav is also a 
relentless fighter Above all she 
has a fantastie ally strong mind 
says Peter Terry consultant 
«• ports psychologist to the Bntish 
I.awn 1 ennis Association She 
has the ability to hit hei best shots 
when the pressuit (s most 
intense 

On the other hand Seles is the 
least impressive allilete among 
the e ontenders and is loaded with 
we aknesses She t andidlv admits 
Mv ser\ e is i eallv very bad 1 1 an 
win a lot nieire male hes if 1 could 
seive and volley bet lei And 1 don t 
know how to lob I e an only do two 
pushups and I m supposed to be a 
big sportswoman She t ould wind 
up with a Lendl like ret oid ol 
fnistiatlon at Wimbledon 

After a year Ih^t saw her 
distraught over a family sc andal, 
injured in a skiing accident and 
hampered by recurring 
respiratory ailments- It was a 
mess -Graf has failed to rebound 
strtmglvln 1991 She was 
eliminated in the Australian 
quarterfinals marking the fourth 
strmght Grand Slam tourney that 
the one e invincible German had 
failed to win She lost the next 
three tournaments all to Sabatlm, 
before finally taking a 
confidence-building 6-4.6-3, final 
over Seles in San Antonio 

Healthy again, Graf says. I am 
starting to like my life and tennis a 
lot But regaimng her Grand 
Slam domination of 1988 won't be 
easy because her chief rivals have 
all improved Second, while 









observers criticize her vulnerable 
slice backhand, her decline has 
been caused more by her forehand 
which usedto prwluce a stream of 
spectacular winners but now is 
less aggressive and more erratic. 
Still, she determinedly says. "I 
expect to be back on top.” She may 
well do it. but not at this 
Wimbledon. 

If tennis had a "coach of the 
year" award. Carlos Klrmayr 
deserved it in 1990 for helping 
Sabatini win her first Grand Slam 
event, the U.S. Open, and turning 
her career around. He skillfully 
changed her stagnating, looping 
baseline game into a dynamic 
netrushing. multl-dlmensIonal 
offensive that unleashed her 
graceful athleticism. When Gaby 
crows, "I’m probably the most 


When Gaby (Sabatini) 
crows, "I'm probably 
the most complete 
player", she's 
probably right. Her 
problem though is her 
ultra-long 
aroundstroke 
backswings simply 
won't be able to 
handle the slick grass 
court bounces 


complete player." she’s probably 
right. 

Her problem though is. her 
ultra-long groundstroke 
backswings simply won’t be able 
to handle the slick, unpredictable 
grass court bounces, especially on 
service returns and passing shots. 

You can also count out No. 8 


ranked Zina Garrison, the 
surprise 1990 Big W finalist. She’s 
quick, athletic and has compact 
grass court strokes, but she's loo 
small (5'4") and lacks a big 
weapon. Fernandez and Sanchez 
Vlcario likewise lack the requisite 
knockout punch, while 
15-year-old Capriati is shaky at 
net and far too inexperienced. 

The best bets to notch major 
upsets are No. 31 ranked Meredith 
McGrath, a spperb-volleying 
American'. No. 53 Natalia 
Medvedeva, a sturdy Soviet much 
more successful in doubles: 
hard-hitting American Mary 
Pierce, only 16 and a deceptive No. 
92: veteran Ross 

Falrbank-Nideffer No. 33: and No. 
25 Lori McNeil, a talented under 
achiever who is on the rise again. • 
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About $0 mebi^ ittfo the lOOm sprint 0 


the US National Chan^tionships, Leroy 


Burrell said to himself *1'm tired, take H 


home”. He did. And set a new world 


seconds-f n the process! 


dust obBieral^ the three-yeaT'Old world 
reccad of 9.92 with a bhstenng 9.90-sec run. \ 
It was the culmination of 3 rears <rf relentless 
trainings Joining the llniverslty, of Houston in 1987, 
primarfty heoause tm wanted to train under coach v 
Tom Tellea as well as m the company of 




The fastest man 
in the world; 
Leroy Burrell 


NY man who can turn around midwisy 
through a 60m sprint and glare at his closest 
;Op|>onCnt and still win is a hot sprinter. Any man 
«ho can do that to Seoul Olympic lOOm silver ^ ; 

.medEdllst Linford Christie and still win is Mazing ' ■ 
iKa. if £k>. 1/src^ Burrell is Just Bizzlii)^ . 

Aitnoimcing his arrival with a time of 9.94 
CMtCca^ds in the 100m at the US NaUonal 
Chams^nshlps of 89, Burrell has always been In .. 
,th .9 rieekonlng for a shot at the most prest^ous 
wr^d 'reoord in athletics. And exactly two years 
later, at the tl^ Natlrmal meet of’91, he shifted into 
oveitbtve to limve Carl Lewis and Co. splutterlxig in 
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IdlcM^-student Carl lewis, 
istilout plcktog up the Bnet' a^eda o(f4^^ifSia:h^:fipom 
two big pames. Bu^ a wttk^ k^t 

him off the trade for Edmo8tay^fmt:pd4tb'his 

Ghaiic(» of inakhig It to Seoulaap^ of thii'US 
Olympic contingent in'88. 

Refusing to let that slow down» Burrell tept 
training, eventually servibg notice of his morraous 
potential with the 9.94 fln;^ tn’89. But It has been 
. ws year that he realfy hit the headlines. Starting off 
with the 60m world record this Felaruaiy. Burr^ 
has always kept himself <m the brink of 
superstaMom by consistently notching up 
impressive times in tiie 100s. And then came the 
just reward: 9.90! 

If the 60m world record took some 
getUng-Burrdl’s initial tlmlngof 6.41 was : 
disallowed because <rf a filar fwherfe, he actualfy beat 
the starter’s gun but didit With SiKfii that 

the officials didn't call it a fsdse starf]>buthe asked 


With fame eoms fiia trfihini 
•ports bmoMbn MSW 


'.jBurratl 



. I^Hsro tore-run fiie^evarU hsdt'anhour later and still 
tank 0,02 seconds off tee McRae's inevlous reocard of 
6.50 seca-4he 100m was almost an anttollmax. 6o 
'suddaily did it occur that BuiteB later lelt as though ! 
someone had pushed the fast forward button. "I 
cleared the blocks, and then I was at 80 metres,’* 
said the beaming sprinter after his record-breaking 
run. ”1 just left the blocks so welL It was almost like 
someone pushed fast forward. I Just remember 
saying at about 80 metres i'ra tired, take It home’." 

Take It home, he did. With so much style that the ,, 
piping hot favourite Carl Lewis could do nothing 
about it. Getting off to a start that horror stories are 
made off, Lewis displayed his customaty mid-race 
acceleratlon-he calls It "non-deceleratlon'-but 
couldn’t catch the flying Burrell. Lewis' lime of 9.93 
was a mere hundredth of a second outside his 
previous world’s best; but it was still poor iesnoughit® 
leave him the second best sprinter in the OS. And . 
the fonner wOTld record holder. > ,, 

Ever the adnfirer of six-time Olyrnfiic gold ^" 

mededlist Carl Lewis. Burrell admitted later that 
bad start ruined Lewis’ chances. Reftisingto let the , 
athletics fratemily tag him as the world's best ^ 
sprkiter over his Santa Monica teammate. Burr*^ \ 
said "If he (Lewis) had gotten any kind of start, he 
might have run 9.86 '. In other words, doffing his 
hat at the time Lewis did eventually clock d^pite 
the horrendous start. 

But that doesn't mean Leroy Burrell isn’t gurudj^. 
for Lewis’ mande of sprint-jump supremo . : ; ; < 

eventually. Having indellbty stamped the si^hits-, v. 
wi& his name; the 24-year-old Buireil also has.hik . 
sl^ts trained on the long jump pit, where lesWia'lGSWk, 
almost established a monopoly, A combinatfcm Ijf, 
isometric exercise and strenuous drills have 
Burrell's legs much stronger and as he puts it It has ’ 
made me much more eaploslve". , : s -;: 

In fact, explosive is about the wert-dthat iteSCribeSi 
sprintlng’s latest hot rod, Explo^ve off the btocks,' . 
^iplosive midway Into the race. Ej^osive into the 
tape. He’s even planning on being exjdo^ve .pff tihs 
board at the long jump pit. Onty problem Is: he’s 
been blessed vrith a pretty explosive temper too. Lllee 
the time he glared contcmptously at Christie whfle 
running his backside off. The two eventually almosk 
got'i^yslcal after the race. And all because Christie 
bad claimed that he had ml^u4ged a 60m race in ,, 
l]W|ifeBufrell l^d bekteh him in a week earlier. So- 
|l@Kiwas Burrell cm prewtog to qhristle'that he was 
the better sprinter that he took time fittxn. his 

nmnirg to cast his evil eye on the Eti^lshman. 
Christie obviously didn't eryioy tt, 

We don't know how much Lewis enjoyed this latest 
' defied.. We don't knowhow much the 

Johnson IS ehjtqrlng having all the 
. ^tinder ^stefien ly ■ayou^ man from Perm^lvanla. 

. Whait we doknow Is that there's going to be sparks 
i ‘ftdhg when all these speed kings come together at 
d Chmnplon^ps in Tokyo this August. 

1 handle the heat? 




S ome: people are bom great, others 
achieve greatness. Sergei Bubka Is 
both. 

It was sometime around one in the 
morning when Sergei Bubka tos.sed the 
last ol the winner's garlands out to the 
baying crowd, packed his poles and purposefully 
strode out of Seville's Cartuja stadium towards the 
locker rooms and into the mist created by the rapidly 
chilling Andalusian air. 

There was .something very wrong about this just 
concluded meet. Bubka had failed to create yet 
another world record. A record which would'have 
been the twenty-sixth of his career. But as alw,'iys. 
the supreme highflyer of athletics had provided the 
public with yet another spectacjilar 'show'. 

Once inside the relative privacy of his car 
(celebrities of his stature are never left alone) Bubka 
gave a perceptible sigh. A pole vault which began late 
on Thursday night and ended early on Friday 
morning, was. almost < crtainlv going to mark his last 

Gotcha! Another record bites the dust and Bubka 
lets out a triumphant yell 



appearance as the most famous sporting resident of 
the Soviet Union. Bubka had decided to leave his 
homeland to avail of the opportunities abroad. The 
'cosmonaut' had decided to move west, taking with 
him his wife, two sons, older brother and a couple of 
coaches to live with him in France. This move by him 
seems to have been premeditated. Observers 
following the Bubka success stoiy opined that it was 
not so much a defection as a disaffection for his 
country and its economic policies. 

"It is very sad," Bubka mumbled, "but the political 
situation in Russia is not good. Many things, 
especially the internal problems, make it too difficult 
for me to go on living there." 

These are not the emotions of a man who is 


Blibkfi admits that by 

Soviet staadards, he is rich, easily a 
dollar Moillimaire, He is also vain 
and atn well aHord to be. Like 
when be bou^tanew Volga car, he , 
used bis htuaeace to get a 06-00 
number plate. Six metres is still a 
dream fmrthe other vaulters. 
Bubka*s personal best at that time 
was 6.06 


disgusted with his country’s policies. These are the 
emotions of one of the countiy's most financially 
astute athlete-rumour has it that he is known to 
negotiate a pay rise between vaults -who does not 
deny that he has benefited from perestroika. But 
perestroika and the subsequent red ('arpel which the 
Soviets laid out for him soon became' threadbare. 
"Yes. of course 1 supported the changes made by 
Gorbachev. Most of us did. I suppose we expected 
mirdcle.s but thes<' have not happened. Now I must 
go to the West if I am to remain the best in the world." 

Never before have European c'ountries vied so 
much with each other to simplify a rule in their 
immigration book. Berlin kept their fingers crossed 
and so did a lot of its European neighbours. But it 
was Saint Die, a small village in the Vosges 
mountains of eastern France that prevailed. Its 
cuisine and hospitality was also one of the factors 
that look Bubka’s fancy. Bubka will, however, 
continue to retain his Soviet citizenship. 'Maybe one 
day I will go back when the situation is better. My 








Soaring gracefully over 
the bar. The flight of 
a maater 














heart Is heavy at having to leave my friends In the 
Ukraine. But it was obvious that he had no choice. 

Back in the USSR, even he-with the many 
privileges accorded to him by the govemment-<;ould 
not even get the food he needed. I^its are his 
passion but it was hard for him to find even an edible 
apple back hon»e. 

Patriotism was one thing but for the 27-year-old 
pole vaulter his athletics career was even more 
important. For eight years now he has been what 
they call the astronaut' of athletics: an unbeatable 
champion whose main Job is to shatter old and 
create new pole vault records both indoors and 
outdoors. 

A world champion as a teenager in Helsinki in 
198S. when he was a third string member of the 
Soviet team, he has dominated his di.scipline ever 
sinc-e. His athletics bio-data is unrivalled: 26 world 
records. Olympic champion In 1988, world indoor 
champion three times and outdoors twlc'c. European 
champion in 1986. He has won every major 
championship he has entered in. save last year’s 
Europjean championship, when he was nursing an 
injury. Small wonder that the guy rules from a height 
fnim where most other vaulters would suffer from 
vertigo. 

1991 has seen him more dominant than ever, 
totalling four world indoor records (bringing his total 
to 15) and two outdoor records (his eleventh) and the 


Never before have European 
countries vibd so much with each 
other to simplify a rule in their 
immigration book. Berlin kept 
their fingers crossed and so did a 
lot of its European neighbours. But 
it was Saint Die, a small vUlage in 
the Vosges mountains of eastern 
France that took Bubka^s fancy 


first 20 feet vault which the sporting fraternity 
equates with the sub-four minute mile. His outdoor 
record of 6.07 metres set in Shizuoha, Japan, last 
month is five centimetres short of the latest indoor 
record he set in March. Tlic 20 feet cnitdoor record is 
now well within his grasp. 

What could be the secret that has helped propel 
him .so many times into the ozone? How much higher 
can he go? The secret is in the UCS/Splrlt poles that 
are made for him in the USA. Seeing his constant 
record-breaking feats, the company's farsighted 
president. Stephen A. Chappell had offered him 
■pacers'. Pacers are special poles, real catapults and 
Bubka is the only vaulter who can use that kind of 
gear. The reason is two fold: one is his rare courage, 
the other is the fact that he has the highest grip in 
the world (5.15-5.20 mts). His immense muscular 
power enables him to bend the pole almost in two. It 
is a technique which is based on the sxappleness of a 



(Top): It is 
hard to 
believe that 
Bubka would 
negotiate pay 
rises in bet¬ 
ween vaults 


(Below) Hold¬ 
ing 26 world 
records 
means noth¬ 
ing to Bubka. 
He still gets 
frustrated 
when he mis¬ 
ses another 












gymnast and the run-up of a 10.2 second athlete. 

But It Is his records and not his technique that 
have helped make him Into an Immensely 
marketable product. "He's some special athlete." 
says British promoter Andy Norman.'Norman found 
to his surprise three years ago, that Comrade Bubka 
was a man he could share his business interests 
wlth-al a price. "He's always put a high value on his 
ability,” said Norman of Bubka. "Once when we were 
negotiating for him to appear at Crystal Palace and 
he asked for something like $40.000.1 told him, 
"Sergei. I just want you to compete. I don’t want to 
buy the Soviet Union." 




Bis astute marketiag taclies of 
himself has led some companies to 
theorise that Bubka is mow so far 
above the rest, that he caa elevate 
the world record, certsdjBy by half 
a foot, anytime he likes. But he 
prefers to pull in the dollars by 
nudging it up centimetre by 
centimetre 


Bubka himself admits that by Soviet standards, he 
is rich, easily a dollar millionaire. He is also vain cind 
can Well afl'ord to be. Like when he bought a new 
Volga car, he used his influence to get a 06-00 
number plate. Six metres is still a dream for the 
other vaulters. Bubka's personal best at that time 
was 6.06. These qukliflcations alone enable him to 
be the most affluenl Soviet emigre since Nureyev. His 
English is chic and his Slavic charm is laced with a 
certain wit which, like his designer shirts and 
expensive cologne, was not acquired in tlie bread 
queues of Moscow, In fact. he was a commercial 
success even before the word perestroika had 
become a gleam in Gorbachev's eye. 

His astute marketing tactics of himself has led 
some companies to theorise that Bubka is now so far 
abov'c the rest, that he can elevate the world record, 
certainly by half a foot, anytime he likes. But, he 
prefers to pull in the dollars-or regular bonuses-by 
nudging it up centimetre by centimetre. A surprised 
Biibka reacts to the allegations by laughing it off. 
"Belore cvei-v competition. I am prepared lor the 
record. It depends on many things, but it is never for 
the money.' 

As if toJiisiilv this statement he blamed the breeze 
for ih<- absence of a world record in Seville. This was 
the same city where, two months ago. he kept 
journalists waiting for hours during the world 
championships. The competition was three hours 
and ten minutes old when he came in on cue and 
took the gold medal with a majestic six metre vault. 

In his discipline Bubka competes with himself. For 
him the records never slop tumbling as his latest 
effort of 6.08 metres at a Moscow Grand l*rix this 
month will testify. All this talent leads one to assume 
whether Sergei Bubka is Just plain lucky. 

Affirmations to this theory are strong. It was at 
Seville itself, when after wi ling his event Bubka 
proceeded to launch a slow attack on the world 
record. As the hours passed by, he was oblltious to 
the discomfiture of the spectators and the newsmen 
gathered there. As the scribes, unable to take it any 
longer, glanced at their watches, Norman passed 
and quipped, "He’s not going to do it here. He's 
getting $30,000 to break it in San Sebastian." By 
some strange quirk of fate-or sheer luck as we 
choose to believe- Bubka did break the record in San 
Sebastian. Luck be damned. Plan smart. 
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TURF VIEW 


Black Label Bangalore Colts Trial 

DANCme IN THE 

SHADOWS... 



Classic Conquest he has 
quite a lot to live up 
to because Classic 
Conquest is a full 
brother to Exhilaration, 
one of the best 
thoroughbreds that ever 
graced the Indian turf in 
recent times. This means 
that he has to be truly 
exceptional to emerge 
from the shadow of his 
illustrious brother. In 
other words it's going to 
be a long and hard climb 
to stardom where just 
being good, is simply not 
good enough. 

With that sort of a task 
ahead of him Classic 
Conquest seems to have 
begun on the right foot. 
Trained by Imliaz Sait, 
and ridden by Pesi 
Shroff, the 

Bombay-based colt won 
the Black Label 
Bangalore Colts Trial 
easily enough and that 
too when making only 
his second appearance 
in a race. The lack of 
experience was made up 
for Inadequate measure 
by remarkable ability. 

Owned by Vljay 
Mallya, Mr and Mrs 
Zavaray S. Poonawalla 


...of his full brother Exhilaration,Classic Conquest, although 
he has won the Colts Triabhasjyet to prove hirtiself 

Classic Conquest gave time the owners marooned becau.se ol 

trainer Salt, jockey managed to be in torrential rains. 

Shroffand the owners a Bangalore. The prior Sunday. June 16 . 

classic double as they week’s Inclement dawned bright and 

had earlier won the UB weather had kept them sunny and the 

Export Fillies'IVial a from making the trip to intermittent rain that 

week before. The only the Garden City from had been plaguing 

difference was that I his Bombay where they were Bangalore finally 
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BY CYRUS J. MADAN, BANGALORE 


decided to lay off. A field 
of seven colts lined up to 
face the starter at the 
1600m marker and once 
again they represented a 
cross section of almost 
every racing centre In 
India. FYom Bombay 
came the strongest 
challenge made up of 
Classic Conquest. Ponta 
Delgado and Midnight 
Run. From Calcutta 
came Sentoukl. From 






Madras. Royal Verse and 
Admiralty while the host 
centre Bangalore looked 
forlorn and weak with 
Sea Gold as Its only 
representative. 
Hyderabad was the only 
place not represented. 

From the betting. 
Classic! Conquest was 
expected to win. as was 
evident from the fact that 
he was even money 
favourite, but there was 



betting as well. Bar these 
three however, you could 
virtually write your own 
card if you wanted to 
back any of the 
remaining four runners. 
They did not seem to be 
in the hunt and the only 
catch In being allowed to 
write your own card was 
that after you wrote it. 
you could safely write 
out the cheque in favour 
of the bobkmaker who so 
magnanimously made 
the offer. The chances of 
any of them coming out 
on top looked about as 
remote as an Indian 
winning the 100s at 
Barcelona next year. 

Breaking evenly from 
the gates. Shroff on 
Classic Conquest had a 
bit of a tough time trying 
to get his mouni to settle 
down. The pace was a bit 
slow initially and 
Conquest was fighting 
for his head in the first 
couple of furlongs. 

People put it down to lack 
of experience and with a 


tftEAkffte ey^ly from 
go^ on Classic 
Conquosl had a bif of a tough 
hmolrytalogot tOs mourtfTo 
dd^.K*FoojOie put ft 


a good deal of belting on 
his stablemate, Ponta 
Delgado who had come 
into the colts as a final 
entry. This meant that 
his connections had 
forked out close to Rs. 
25.000 to enter him for 
the race and that itself 
said that he was very 
highly thought of. 
Midnight Run too was 
supposedly in with a 
great chance and he was 
well supported in the 


lesser horse it would 
have been his undoing. 
But Shroff managed to 
get the message across to 
Classic Conquest and 
the colt dropped in 
behind the front runners 
soon enough. 

The lack of the 
experience coupled with 
the fact that he was short 
of a race run were the 
prolnts that the 
bookmakers seemed to 
be pinning their faith on. 


That and the hope that 
Ponta Delgado or 
Midnight Run. both of 
whom had won so well 
earlier in the season, 
would be right there at 
the busy end. Their 
hopes turned out to be 
unfounded. 

Turning for home. 
Ponta Delgado led the 
field into the straight, 
but the distress sisals 
were already visible and 
Classic Conquest looked 
like he was out on a 
morning gallop. Shroff 
had not even moved on 
him and the question 
seemed how far he would 
win when Shroff decided 
to press the button. 

He asked him for his 
effort 400m out atnd “* 
Classic Conquest zipped 
past Delgado in two 
strides, butwhen he did 
go clear he seemed to 
either not want to go 
further or else he did not 
have the ability to go 
further. Difficult to say 
for any one watching the 
race and with Midnight 
Run coming In with a 
useful run in the closing 
stages of the race tlie 
lead that Conquest had 
established was cut 
down rapidly. 

At the wire. Conquest 
was 2 3/4 lengths the 
good of Midnight Run 
when at one stage he 
must have been at least 
five lengths clear. That 
meant that Conquest 
had precious little left 
and Shroff certainly did 
not ease the colt up. He 
rode him out and gave 
him more than Just a few 
across his rump, but it 
did not look like he could 
have pulled very much 
more out. He won 
because of the lightning 
turn of foot he displayed 
when asked to quicken 
and at the end he was not 
going away at all. • 

PHOTOORAPHS CYRUS J.MAOAN 











Interesting snippets from the world media that we normally don’t get to hear about.. 


SPORTING 



A MATTER OF TASTE 


F ootballers. 

like boxers, have a 
curious afiinily for 
cars. And by cars 
we don’t meanjust 
ordinary run of the mill 
stuff, here we are talking 
about the top of the line. 

Maradona had good 
taste in cars, but 
financial crisis has 
forced him to sell his 
fleet of cars, including 
the Ferrari F40 
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most exclusive cars. 

According to most of 
them, as their fleet 
Increases, so does their 
prestige and glamour. 
But for Diego Maradona, 
this concept has 
backfired. His financial 
conditions have forced 
him to off-load, l.e. 
sell-off his famous line m 
motors. So. up for sale 
are two Ferraris. one 
Rolls-Royce and a 
modest BMW runabout. 
And the pride of 
Maradona as well-a 
Ferrari F40. 

Any takers? 






BACK TO SCHOOL AGAIN 

I MAGINFC telling I he 
world i c'cord holdi^r in 
the mile that he's got to 
relearn the art of 
njnnii ig! Th.it’s what 
Chicago based podiatrist 
(spe<'ian.sing in problems 
with the feet), John 
Durkin told Steve Cram. 

John Durkin had 
helped Sebastian Coe to 
his second 1,500m 
Olympic title. And now 
feels that Steve Cram 
should pay attention if 
he wants to win that 
elusive Olympic gold 
medal. Cram who has 
been pktgued with 
injuries, was told to miss 
the United Kingdom 
Championships at 
Cardiff. Wales because of 
another knee problent. 




Steve Cram has to 
relearn how to run if he 
wants to win that 
elusive Olympic gold 
medal 

According to Durkin. 
"Either no one has 
addressed the problem 
or identified it, or they 
don’t want to tamper 
with his running style 
bei'ause of his 
performanee level." 

Looks like it’s back to 
school again for Cram! 

MONEYMAKERS 

W ITH 13 aonths left 
for the Olympics 
at Barcelona, the 
main street Is 
thronging with shops 
selling Olympic 
souvenirs. So what, 
you may ask. But what 







Yang Yang of China 
has been rec ruited to 
train at the first 
badminton academy 
set up in Kuala Lumpur 




Is surprising Is that 
most of these shops 
lining both sides of 
Las Ranblas are ovmed 
by Indians. 

It has been said that 
you can f Ind an Indian 
anywhere in the 
world, but to find 
them doing business 
in Barcelona seemed a 
little far fetched. 
But you have to give 
the Indians credit 
for one thing; anarp 
business sense. As 
one Jaipur-born 
shopkeeper said, “We 
are here to make a buck 
or two." 

So what if India 
fails to win a gold 
medal at the 
Olympics, visitors 
from India will be 
welcomed with the 
familiar, "Aapkokya 
chalbay, " in a 
foreign land. 
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have been sounded out 
are Morten Frost arwt Icuk 
Sugkarto. 

This step, to open upon 
academy of this kind, is 
because of the rising 
concern of the dearth of 
youngsters coming up to 
replace the veteran. 
Malaysia has always 
maintained a very high 
standard in the sport and 
the sudden decline has 
resulted in an immediate 
step by BAM backed by 
the government. 

Maybe the Indians can 
take a tip from these 
enterprising guys. 


TERROR IN SPORT 


W E have always been 
under the 

impresslon-however 
wrong- that sport is 
cut off from the 
sorrows of real life. 
Alas, it is not so. 
Here's a truly 
horrific tale from 
Peru. 

It happened at the 
DeportiVO Municipal 
Club, which is 
managed by Ramon 
Qulroga. It was 
this man who let in six 
goals against 
Argentina in the ' 78 
World Cup, thereby 
allowing the 
favourites to reach 
the final on goal 
difference. 

Since that fateful 
day in '78, sorrow has 
followed Quiroga 
relentlessly. The 
latest being the 
discovery of three 
egg-shaped objects on 
the field. On 
examination one 
exploded, killing one 
of Ramon' s players 
and injuring a few 
others. Terrorism 
has long been a fact of 
life in Peru. Now, 
sadly^lt has also 
crept ffakto sport. • 
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AgCrGronit 
i . Swinaniiig 

Bengal Amateur Swimming 
X Association (BASA) organised 
the State Age-Group Champion¬ 
ships which ended at the College 
Square pool recently. This cham¬ 
pionship exposed the fact that the 
district swimmers have made good 
progress while their urban counter¬ 
parts are yet to show any note¬ 
worthy Improvement. 

The rur^ swimmers specially 
15-year-old Sarbani Chatteijee, 
eight-year-old. Jaydeb Samanta 
(Hooghly) and Kanak Biswas of 
North 24 Parganas were the most 
impressive. 

Gargi Datta stole the honours on 
the final day with records in the 
400m individual medley and the 
50m freestyle. But her efforts were 
still not enough to beat Sarbani for 
the individual honours in her 
group. 

Urmila Chhetrl, the 14-year-old 
from Bally, had her share of suc¬ 
cess In the meet with at least five 
State records and ten gold medals. 
But despite that, one wondered 
whether Urmila has really Improv- 

Winners of the State Age*Group 
Aquatics: (From Left) Gargi Dutta, 
PumImaPal Sreeja Matumdar, 
Kanak Biswas, and Urmila Chettri 


ed over the years. 

Urmila has in fact turned out to 
be a better medley swimmer and 
her State mark In the 200m was 
one of the better races of the cham¬ 
pionships. Urmila's 2:45.81 
seconds In the event wiped off Bula 
Chowdhury’s 1984 record timing 
of 2:48.8 seconds. 

Urmila's teammate Sumlta Par- 
ul was another district lass who 
Impressed with her fine run In 
Group Tir events. With six gold 
medals. Sumita tapped her group 
with 36 pK)ints. Sumita halls from a 
poor background and does not 
even have a proper swimming pool 
to train in, but still she managed a 
creditable performance. 

Sarbani Chatteilee of Howrah who 
created quite a wave (inset) 



AkhtarANfm^rtingsofneBniH’ 
points of the ganwtothe trai* 
ness of his camp 

Sarbani's record In the 400m and 
800m freestyles. made her some 
sort of a specialist in the 
frontcrawl. Strangely, Sarbanl'r. 
favourite event is the butterfly. 

Jaydeb Samanta. who trains in a 
muddy pool in Kolaghat, hoisted 
three State marks and stoic the 
individual honours In his group. 

Although 18 new records were 
set, Bengal's overall standard was 
notveiy encouraging. With the 
Sub-Junior Nationals coming up 
in Panaji early next month, BASA is 
already thinking in terms of send¬ 
ing fewer entries and avoiding "pas¬ 
sengers" on the squad. 

Soumitra Bosa 


Tennis Coaching 
Camp 


T he ITC Tennis Coaching Camp, 
a two-week affair, conducted by 
the Uavls Cup coach Akh tar Ali con¬ 
cluded recently in the city. Conduc¬ 
ted on 10 courts at the South Club 
It was teeming with youngsters 
eager to improve their games under 
the eagle eye of Akhtar All and the 
ten assistant coaches appointed by 
him. 'nils enabled the coaches to 
give individual attention to the 
students. 

All 45 youngsters from all over 
the country-tiiere were even a 
couple of forelgners-were chosen 
either on the basis of rankings or 
on the basis of talent shown by 
them. The camp itself was conduct¬ 
ed on a very pr^essional level, with 















a lot of importance placed on dis¬ 
cipline. No parents were allowed on 
the courts and punctuality was a 
strict rule. 

Specialists from’the SAI were 
also there at the camp to give clas¬ 
ses on weight training and on firs! - 
aid techniques. Lectures were also 
given by Dushan Deb of the AITG 
and by B.G. Mushtail on the rules 
of the game. Finally, each game 
was analysed by both players Ihem- 
selves and then the coaches, hence 
the players were able to hone their 
talents and their match mentality, 
and reflect on their shortcomings. 

2^eshan Ali, training for his 
assault on world tennis also provid¬ 
ed some mental boost for the 
youngsters who were too thrilled to 
be playing with the tennis star. 

On conclusion of the camp all the 
participants were given certificates 
by B.P. Verma, the Collector, Exci¬ 
se and Customs. Overwhelmed by 
the response of this camp. Akhtar 
All now plans to hold similar camps 
In other parts of the country. Hope- 
fulof getting sponsors for this ven¬ 
ture he feels that this is the only 
way that talent could be spotted 
and nurtured in the country. 

K.O. Jacob 


BOMBAY 





P UMAA.G.. GERMANY, the 
second largest sports shoe 
manufacturing company in Ger- 



S. Ramachandran, vice president 
Carona Ltd., displaying the Disc 
shoe at Bombay 




many, will soon be introducing a 
totally new concept in sports shoe 
manufac'turing. In the search to 
provide maximum comfort to sport 
smen. Puma has Introduced a rota 
ting disc that would replace the 
laces on sports shoes. 

The disc pulls nylon striiigs to 
Ughten the shoe uppers round the 
foot. A button at the centre of the 


disc, when pressed, opens the shot 
and allows it to be taken off. 

According to Mr. S. 
Ramachandran, vlce^presidtot of 
Puma Carona. the new shoe was 
put to test on a run of over 75.000 
km by 250 sports personalities 
Including Linford Christie.' Euro¬ 
pe’s fastest runner. Puma's new 
disc shoe is priced at GS $ 160 
(approx Rs.3,200) 

Mr Hans Gassdorf of Puma AG 
Germany, who was In Bombay last 
week said that this shoe was a real 
high-tech product and that the 
innovation w^s ‘fantastic’! 

K.A. Viswanathan 


SHILLONG 


Wills Open Golf 


B ASAD ALI was the winner of • 
the fourth Meghalaya Wills 
Open Golf champlonshliis. He had 
a nett score of292 and received a 



Basad All (centre) was the 
winner of ttie Meghalaya Wills 
Open golf ehamptonahips 

winner’s cheque of Rs. 13.185. On 
the amateur side, Lt-Col. &K. 
Ghose and Reflque were the win¬ 
ners. The Minister for Tourism. Mr. 
H. Lyngdoh gave away the prizes on 
the final day. 

•enoySwi 













T filS week we kre breaking 
away from the normal 
instructional mode to 
review the All India Sum¬ 
mer Camp conducted by the 
Kyokushinkaikan Karate Head¬ 


quarters, Held on the wind-swept 
beaches of Dlgha^lmost 100 kara¬ 
tekas from Assam. Bihar, Kerala. 
Oelhi. North Bengal. Tripura and 
West Bengal honed their skills. 
Among them were 11 black belts. 
13 children and 19 girls. 

The highlight of this camp was 
the commendable effort put in by 
the oldest kyokushinkaikan kara¬ 
teka in the country, Somenath 
Chandra. The 38-year-old tried 
out-and won-the coveted black 
belt during the six day camp held ir 
early June. 


ByShivqjiGansuly 
Kyokushinhaiiun karate 


Youngsters strengthen their legs 
by running up sand dunes 



KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


The black belts perfect their kata techniques 



The participants of the camp pose 
for the camera 
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I Baggio s Form Of Hunting 1 


A hare-brained activity 

W E kind of had the feeling that footballers 
were dumb, but hare-brained? We had no 
inkling they possessed this 
characteristic. One gentleman going by the name 
of Roberto Baggio, who plays his soccer in Italy, 
certainly fits into this description and he's paying 
for it. 

Baggio is facing a hefty fine after being caught for 
Illegally hunting hares overnight. Night time 
hunting using lights is forbidden in Italy, and 
Baggio, who fancies himself to some kind of 
marksman-though goals from him in the league 
are at a premium- was caught doingjust that. 
Police swooped in after a tip off from a farmer, who 
spotted Ba^io and his pop- in-law. in their off-road 
vehicle in a Woodland near the players hometown 
ofCaldogno. hunting hares with lights. The 
obvious question is: is Baggio harebrained? Now. 
now even Madonna wouldn't approve of that. 






Flooding The Market 


what's in a shoe? 

T hey say that a shoe washing up on shore is 
considered a bad omen. Yeah guys, but that 
was in the good ol' days. You see. the 
beachcornbens right from Oregon to Canada 
haven’t been seeing it that way. 

During the past several weeks, they have been 
reaping an unusual harvest: thousands of Nike 
athletic shoes. The sea-soaked but still footworthy 
shoes had been missing for over a year, ever since a 
ferocious storm washed an estimated 40.(X)0 pairs 
off the deck of a container ship bound from South 
Korea to Seattle. Nike & Co. based in Beaverton. 
Oregon is taking the stance of finders keepers 
rather lightly. But who knows, it might be Just 
another promotional gimmick by them in order to 
flood the market. 
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Winning A Sport 


All bull 

L ooks as though trophies and medals are 
becoming an anachronism now. There is no 
other conclusion that we can arrive at. when 
we see what Malaysia's agriculture ministry is 
ofl’ering as first pristc for a golf tournament. 

These guys are offering livestock as prizes in a 
golf tournament in which the country’s deputy 
prime minister Mr. Ghafar Baba is himself a 
competitor, The champion will receive a cow 
Insteatl of prize money. Sheep for the second and 
third place winners and rabbits for fourth and fifth 
place are also floating around. 

A player who scores a hole-in-one will receive 
more than a horse: he will also get a four wheel 
drive vehicle-now that's snazzy. The tournament’s 
wooden spoonist will, however, receive 18 
chickens eggs. It is hoped that this unique 
tournament would bring players of this elite game 
closer to the field of agriculture in Malaysia. 

What price a gold medal in Barcelona? A bull, 
perhaps. 
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filCRE is littlr doubt that Akbar 
Ebrahim is the most exciting 
prospect in motor racing circles in 
.^dHIL.thecounlry'today. If his exploits 
around the national circuit over the past 
two years are indications enough of his 
growing stature, then his notable 
performances in England recently are an 
indication that his l>est is yet to come. 

The 27-year-old Akbar. managing 
director of a private electronic firm in 
Madras is known for his skilful and 
fearless.driving around various circuits in 
India. And his recent showing in the UK 
proved that Indian drivers and riders 
given the right opportunities could 
perform creditably in the face of sterner 
competliion abroad. 

Akbar’s trip was sponsored by AMT 
Motor Racing of UK. Tlie Ixindon based 
company is into motor racing in a big way. 
and when one of its employees. Gary Ayles 
came to Sriperambudur last year for I'he 
All India Riice Meet, he met Akbar and so 
impressed was he with Akbar's dare 
devilry around the track that Ayles invited 
him lo England. 

"I was Initially apprehensive" Akbar told 
Sportswortd In Madras this monih. “I was 
sure the standard would be very high, and 
then I was not sure of the car I would drive 
and the events 1 would take part. Here I 
must say that S. Kaiivardhan and Vicky 
Chandhok were a great help. Tliey helped 
me to make up my mind from the various 
options open to me". 

So Akbar took 1 he plunge and was off t o 
the UK on a trip that lasted for about 20 
days. He had to undergo two tests at 
Snetterton and one test at Malory Park 
and was then allowed lo participate in two 
races at the famous Brands Hatch Course. 

"It was a great exprerience" said Akbar' It 
certainly was a notable performance the 
young driver from Madras who surprised 


FREAK 



the Britishers by the confident way he 
handled the Ford Formula 1600 at Brands 
Hatch or the Swift 90 at the two other 
courses. "1 like to think that the concept of 
the Indian driver has changed in the 
minds of the British public" said Akbar. 
“Certainly they were surprised at the way 1 
performed. Some of them did not even 
know that there were established motor 
racing events in India." 

Speaking aboul Brands Hatch, Akbar 
said that there were two circuits, a shorter 
one running to 2.9 kllomeires and a longer 
one which was 4.3 kilometres. As far as he 
was concerned it was a “blind track" for he 
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did not even see the course till he raced on 
It. According to Akbar, Brands Hatch Is a 
hilly track with a pretty steep gradlant. It 
also has some “blind comers" which mean 
that till the last moment one does not see 
the track just ahead. This in turn calls for 
specially controlled and skilful driving. 

Akbar participated In two races at the 
famous track. The first was a club event 
but the second was a championship event 
In which drivers from Finland, Sweden. 
Germany, SwlLeerland and Japan besides 
UK participated. The standard 
predictably was high, and the competition 
so Intense, that very little separated the 
cars at the finish of the ten lap race over 
the longer circuit. Starting from a grid 



position of 44. Akbar kept up a terrific 
pace in his Ford Formula 1600 and met 
the challenge of the top pros with 
confidence. He did not falter even In 
typical English (read wet) conditions. 
While ten c’ars crashed out of the race 
Akbar kept his nerve and finished 19th. 

The closeness of the competition ('an be 
gauged from the fast lap timings. While 
the driver with the fastest lap timing 
clocked 48.60 seconds, the 14th car had a 
timing of48.85 seconds. Akbar’s best lap 
timing was 49.60 seconds. He said the 
track was slower than that of Malory Park 
and Snetterton and the curves were 


tighter, but that did not stop him from 
driving at over 200 kilometres per hour 
and having an average of 135.7 kmph. 

Speaking about his experiences, Akbar 
said that he was Impressed by the 
thoroughly professional attitude of the 
drivers, the marshalls and the organisers. 
The marshalls,for example, were at an 
accident site within seconds of the 
mishap. On the part of the organisers 
everything was conducted smoothly, 
while the drivers displayed fitness and 
concentration of a high order. “Ifyou falter 
during your gear shift even for a second, 
there are three or four cars racing past 
you”, said Akbar. "Tliey are true pros for 
they race for a living. Tliey race every 
week, and In the UK alone there are some 
20 racing tracks". Speaking about the 
races held in England. Akbar said a crowd 
of about 20000 watched the day's 
proceedings which started at 8 am and 
went on till six pm. Racing in England is 
conducted only on Sundays and there are 
an average of eight races every day. 

Akbar’s c onfidence on the trip was also 
boosted by the presence of Vicl^ 

Chandhok whowas at hand to encourage 
him or give him technical advice. His 
confidenc'c at an all time high. Akbar is 
now looking ahead to the All India Motor 
Race Meet at Sriperambiidur in 
September (postponed from January) and 
The Formula Three event schedult;d to be 
held at the same venue in December. 

Akbar is bit of a prodigy for he started 
racing at Sholavaram in 1980. when he 
was 16. He however maintained an 
interest in cTicket and by 1985 was gcxid 
enough to play three matches lor Tamil 
Nadu in the RanjiT’rophy as an opening 
batsman. Hy the late Eighties however he 
knew that his cricketing days were over 
and decided to come back to motor racing. 
Very soon he won races both at 
Sholavaram and Sriperambudur. and 
very soon was the bright new star of the 
track. 

Now with his priorities clear, and with 
an excellent record lobcKit. AkhiirwHh the 
sponsorship backing will go all out during 
the 1991-1992 sca -on. Unipro will 
sponsor him lor The All India Meet and 
l^kshrni Mills for the Fonnula Three 
event. "I have two immediate ambitions" 
says a clear and pragmatic Akbar. “I want 
to be the best in the country and secondly 
when I go to England again next year. 1 
want to finish in the top five." Given his 
talent and skill, these seem to be modest 
ambitions, which the level-headed young 
man should easily achieve. 

Partab RamciUMid i 


"Ho' 


AKBAR is a 
bit of a 
prodigy for 
he started 
racing at 
Sholavaram 
in 1980, 
when he 
was 16. He 
however 
maintained 
an interest 
in cricket 
and in 1985 
was good 
enough to 
play three 
matches for 
Tamil 

Nadu in the 
Ranji 
Trophy as 
I an opening 
! batsman 





This week we are going to give you some time tested 
advice on how to stay in top gear. These cover a wide 
range of topics in all spheres of life, and (if followed) 
will help you stay in better shape and remain healthy. 



Go bananas 

Bananas If taken 
regularly go a long 
way in reduc'ing 
hypertension. This is 
because bananas 
have a large amount 
ofpotLasium. Ihe 
mineral responsible 
for regulating the 
heart beat and also 
eon I rolling the 
sodium balance in 
the body. When the 
body does not get 
adequate amounts of 
potassium, it retains 
sodium and water, 
which in turn 
contributes to a high 
blood pressure. 
Bananas have about 
450 mg of pottasium 
and a potato has 
about 500 mgs. 

Hence make these 
foods a regular 
feature in your diet. 


Want to lose w’cight? 
Want to lose it real 
fast? Work off the fat. 
don't starve yourself. 
Starving is the worst 
mistake a dieter can 
make. A ver>' low 
calorie diet (of 
800-1000 calories a 
day) is sure to set yon 
lor failure. IniClally 
they lake off the fat 
fast, but the kilos you 
lose are water and 
you become 
dehydrated. And then 
when you start eating 
more food you put on 
water weight a 
phenomenon known 
as refeeding edema. 
These crash diets 
slows down your 
metabolism, it 


undermines your 
weight losing efforts 
and to top it all.leaves 
you feeling tired and 
depressed. Very low 
food intake or 
irregular food habits 
set off an impulse to 
eat more than 
necessary. Exercising 
regularly and eating 
the right food in the 
right quantity is the 
secret of shedding 
weight. 

Don’t starve 
yourself 







Milk myths 

Forget the things that 
you get to hear about 
milk. That’s it’s Just 
for kids, that It’s 
fattening, and that 
it’s hard to digest. 
Milk Is not 

necessarily fattening. 
lx)w fat or skimmed 
milk can be a part of a 
weight losing diet. 
Milk remains as one 
of (he premier 
sources for calcium. 
And calcium is one of 
the minerals that 
your body can’t do 
wit hout. 

As for the notion 
that milk is hard to 
digest. It is not the 
milk but the fat in the 
milk (hat impairs 
digestion. And only 
those adults who 
have a deficiency in 
producing the 
digestive enzyme 
lactase, find it 
difficult to break 
down the fat content 
in milk. However.if 
you really feel that 
milk is not for you, 
make sure that you 
put plenty of green 
vegetables on your 
plate, cos they are 
also a good source of 
calcium. 



THE HEALT 








i I «i 


What’s the best way to relax? 

Feeling worked up 

at all times, even when you hit the sack? Gel in 
shape boy. Studies conclusively prove that the 
higher the level of fitness in a person (specially 
one who combines weight training with 
aerobics) the better his muscles relax during 
rest periods. Exercise makes the body (ired but 
you will love the tiredness that comes along 
with exercise, unless you overtrain, and better 
still, it improves your personality. So the next 
time you feel the attack of blues, don’t Just sit 
there grumbling. 

Get up and pump some iron. 







Just another manic Monday? 

Oh no. not again. Is 

this the waking up phrase thai you use every 
Monday? How you wish the weekend would 
never eiid. Here arc a few 

suggestions to help you combat these Monday 
blahs. Rather than starling off the new 
week from scratch, save some partially 
completed work from Saturday and give 
yourself a beglnnlng-of-the-week goal, that is 
within reach and can be aehelved. And the 
most Important thing to do on Mondays. Get up 
earlier than usual on Mondays and then space 
yourself. Give yourself some extra lime 
because feeling rushed Just serves to aggravate 
negative feelings. Go on and make Monday a 
fun day. 


Bored sick? 

The next time you 
complain of a 
backache, high blood 
pressure or eating 
disorders. Just 
analyse your lifestyle. 
Are you really 
enjoying the way you 
live or are you 
yearning for 
better? Tiiesc minor 
ailments could be 
your brain telling you 
that it is bored with 
the life you are 
leading. When bored, 
the brain has a mind 
of it’s own. It will do 
Just about 
anything-cven Infiict 
pain-ior some 
stimulation. When 
bored the brain will 
first increase the level 
of REM (rapid eye 


movement) sleep, to 
boost dream 
eapacity. If this does 
not do the trick, the 
next step is Increased 
physical restlessness 
and. this usually 
comes in the form of 
impulsive behaviour 
or workaholism. If 
this also does not 
work, then in a last 
ditch effort the brain 
will create physical 
problems like back 
pain, eating 
disorders, 
high blood 
pressure and other 
related aillments. 
Stimulate that brain 
of yours and it will 
save you a couple of 
trips to the doc’s 
chamber. 



OLVMN 














MAILBAG 


Good boy, 
Jim!.I. 


T he men's final a( Roland Gar¬ 
ros this year was an example of 
the f»real heifjhts lhat tennis has 
scaled. The .standard of play, the fit¬ 
ness of the players and the con¬ 
centration that the game demands 
now are of veiy high levels. Jim 
Courier won the five setter and in 
style too. Agassi that day was 
certainly not at his best but that 
does not diminish the magnitude 
of Courier's acconiplishmenl. In 
the fifth scfiJIm showed that sport¬ 
smanship, still exists in the world 
of sports. The linesmen called a 
forehand return from Agassi as 
out, but Courier railed It 'in'. It is 
indeed a Joy t«) sec such sportsmen 
receiving trophies. Well done, Jim. 
KANISHKA DUITA, 

Culruttii. 


Fitting tribute 


I T was indeed a great sporting 
gesture on the part of 
Sportsworld to dedicate some 
pages to Rajiv Gandhi. It was inde 
ed a fitting tribut e to the martyr 
who was a great lover of sports, and 
who did his best for the upliflment 
of sports in the counrly. 

At the same time it was a disap¬ 
pointment that none of our sport¬ 
smen wrote a word about this great 
son of our countrv'. 

S. HUSSAIN, 

Dihniffarh. 


Shocking 


T l IE manner in which Steffi Oral 
lost to Arantxa Sanchez in the 
French Open came as a bad shock 
to all her fans. Just when the world 
tfiought lhat Steffi had got over her 
troubles, she sulTercd one of the 
worst defeats of her career. Before 
that match it was a confident Steffi 
who brought back memories of old. 

But in that particular match It 
was Sanchez all the way and Steffi 
really did not stand a chance. Look¬ 



ing back, the French Open was a 
bad tournament for the Germans. 
Boris also lost in the semis to 
Richael Stic-h. What was Germa¬ 
ny's loss turned out <o be America's 
gain and eventually I wo, Ameri¬ 
cans reached the finals. 

With Wimbledon Just round the 
comer let's hope that Steffi and 
Becker tx)th regain their form and 
display some real good tennis. 
SUBRATSAMAL, 

Burla. 


Revealing 

T he coverage on Sachin Tendul¬ 
kar by Robin Chatteijee was 
real nice. In fact the 'boy' is entitled 
to the hype he is receiving. When 
the wonder boy beats others hands 
down, it proves that he has arrived 
in the men's world. 

The competition is very tough 
out there but he has come out tmm- 
ps against all odds. Just proves 
that talent survives the toughest of 


competition. 

Keep up the good work. 
ARTAMISHRA. 

Cuttack. 

T he issue of Sportsworld (29th 
May-4th June) was fantastic. 
The writeup on Vengsarkar by 
Robin Chatteijee after spending 
some time with the ‘ Colonel’ and his 
family was worth reading. Please 
continue to bring out articles like 
that in the forthcoming issues. 

M. SRIDHAR. 

Bamiput. 


I No more, please 


/ "HAVE been a regular reader ot 
Sportsworld for many years, but 
of late 1 have been observing a lot of 
mistakes creeping into the magazi¬ 
ne. For example in the issue dated 
29th May-4th June 1 noticed a 
couple of discrepcncies in the 
photographs. 

Being a pfiotographer myself the 
pictures printed in the reverse was 
a real letdown. The pictures of 
McEnroe ami Cash playing Ihclr 
guitars, was firinted wrongly. The 
pic ture accompanying the article 
Adios Amigos was certainly not of 
Morten Frost, and was in no way 
related to the article. 

We the readcrs.wotild remain 
indebted if slip ups of this type 
docs not come up in the magazine. 
BABU REDDY. 

Banfialore. 

Agreed that the picture accompa¬ 
nying the badminton article was 
not of Frost. But the picture of the 
tennis greats playing the guitar 
was printed the right way as is evi¬ 
dent, if one pays close attention to 
the strings of theguitars.-Ed. 




A S an ardent admirer of Steffi Graf 1 always wanted to correspond ’ 
xmwith her and this was the reason why 1 wrote to Sportsworld. And 
sure enough 1 was not disappointed. 

I wrote to Stefil. after I gottheaddress and I was surprised when she 
sent me a letter and an autographed i^otograph of hers. Just goes on 
to prove that In spite of her various commitments and her tennis, Steffi 
isa warmper^. It was indeed a dream come trim. Thanks again, and 
keep up the good work. 

SHUKUMAJUMDAR 






















THE FUNNY SIDE OF GOLF 







MILESTONES 


WON: By Monaco, 
the French Cup In 
football when they 
defeated champ¬ 
ions Marseille by a 
solitary goal. 

WON: By Madhya 
Pradesh, the boys 
Junior National 
basketball title, 'fhe 
^rls title went to 
Maharashtra. 

WON: By Bha- 
gyashree Thipsay. 
of Maharashtra, the 
National A Women's 
Chess Champion¬ 
ships for the V.V. 
Shastrl Rolling 
•Trophy. 

%0N: ^.Daniel 

of M^co, 
the WBC super ban- 
tamwei^t title 
defeating champion 
Klyoshl Hatanaka 
Ji^pan tm a split. 
decfeloti. 

'MONt By Stefan 
Edberg the Queens 
Qub Tournament. 
He d^eated David 
Wheaton of the 


U.S.A. 6-2, 6-3 in 
the Rnals. 

CONFIRMED: That 
Evander Holyfleld 


and Mike Tyson will 
fight for the heavy¬ 
weight title in Octo¬ 
ber or November 


Skating Is a sport where elegance, etyle andetreng- 
th play a pivotal role. Attesting that fact is Soviet 
Union’s Artur Dmitriev es he carries his partrwr 
Natalia Michkutenick,to the gold in die World 
Skating Championships 




this year, 

CLEANED: Frank 
Bruno of his eye 
injury. After the ope¬ 
ration to repaiir the 
tom retina, there 
were doubts as to 
whether he would 
fight again. The sur¬ 
geon who operated 
on him has given 
him the go-ahead 
for fighting. 

KUCTED: David 
Lawrence, into the 
final 13 for the 
English cricket 
team for the Test at 
Lords against the 
Wlndles. 

DEFEATED: Ben John¬ 
son in his third 100 
mte cotneback race. 
He had a timing of 
10.41 secs. 

AFIhWNIED: Aravln- 
da [>eSiIva as the 
Sri Lankan cricket 
eaptaifi'for the tour 
against En^and. 
Asanka Gurustnf^e 
has been appointed 
the vilce-captain. 












QUIt/CHESS/BRIDOE 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. When and where did Carl Lewis 
set up his world record in 100 m? 

2. Where is the Payne Whitney 
Gymnasium? 

3. What is the "Cathedral of Muscle"? 

4. Which winner of Olympic gold 
medal in hockey scored a Test 
century against Australia? 

5. What did Kumar Ranjitsinhji, R. 
Subba Rao and M. Jahangir Khan 
have in common? 

6. What does the sport slang "to sit 
on the splice" mean? 

7. How is the ‘degree of difficulty’ 
applied while awaiting marks for a 
dive? 

8. What is the use of chalk in 
gymnastics? 

9. With what sport is Nissen Cup 
associated? 

10. What does the abbreviation 
I.S.V, stand for? 


ANSWERS 

1. On September 24, 1908 at Seoul- 
(during the Olympics). 

2. At New Haven, Connecticut, U.S.A. 
It is Yale University’s gymnasium. 

3. The Payne Whitney gymnasium. 

4. The Nawab of Pataudi (Sr.). 

5. Each of them was a Cambridge 
Blue in Cricket. 

6. To play a cautious, defenisive 
game (in cricket). 

7. The highest and lowest marks 
awarded by the judges are ignored. 
The total of the remaining marks is 
multiplied by the ’degree of difficulty’ 
to find out the score of dive. 

8. Chalk is used to assist grip 
especially for powerful heavy 
movements of men. 

9. Trampolining. 

10. Internatioal Shooting Union. 


CHESS 

This position has an interesting 
story behind it. In Prague ’43 


Alexander Ale|£hine was giving a 
simultaneous display to the 
occupying German forces. 

A PJazi general playing black (as 
is normal in a simul) resigned here 
because he could see no defence to 
white’s threat of checkmate. 
Alekhine switched sides and 
played on with the black forces. A 
couple of moves later the Nazi 
resigned with white. 

As the applause started the 

world champion switched sides 
again and commanded his 
opponent to play on. Three moves 
later he forced mate with white. 

The SoluUon: Black To Play 

Black has only one defence to the 
threat of 2 Qh8 mate. 1 -g6 2 Qh7 
Kf8 3 Qll8 does not work obviously. 
So1-Rh4! 

2 Nxh4 White cannot capture with 
rook because of 2-Qel mate. 

2>Qc3 

Here the German resigned again 
playing with the white pieces 
because he could not stop 3-Qb2 
mate or so he thought. 

There is however an ambush or 
magnet combination as they are 
known. 

3Qli8!!Kxb8 

4N||6Kg8 

5Rh8iiwtB. 

Davangshu Dutta 



BRIDGE 

The players who impress the 
average spectator are the ones 
who handle their dummy the best 
Playing the dummy is by far the 
easiest of all aspects of the game 
and the least important-matches 
are won or lost mostly in bidding 
and partly on defence. Yet, 
dummy-play is. possibly because 
it Involves no partnership 
Inter-actlon and. like batting in 
cricket, easier to understand, the 
most glamorous part of the game, 
at least to the average 


bridge-lover. This difflcult hemd 
from an American team 
championship last year involved 
two strong teams-the declarer 
found the winning play but the 
winning defence proved too tough 
to find:- 

Dealer North N-S vul 


NORTH (dummy) 
« A432 
A76 
4 K9 4 
4k K 53 


WEST 
4 010 6 5 
4 J8542 

♦ 5 

♦ 074 


EAST 

♦ KJ9e7 

♦ K 10 3 

♦ OJ 103 

♦ 6 


SOUTH 
♦ - 

♦ 09 

♦ A8762 

♦ A J 10962 


WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1 NT ‘ ♦ 3 4 

Obis 3 NT Pass 4 ♦ 

Pass 4 4 Pass 6 ♦ 

Pass Pass 


14-16 

4s & a minor 

West led his singleton diamond 
and declarer, l^rry Cohen, played 
low from dummy. He won the ! 
diamond ten with I he ace and 
Immediately led back a sec-ond 
diamond, tempting West into 
ruffing which would solve his 
problem. When West refused to 
ruff, Cohen correctly deduced that 
he had started with the queen of 
trumps or else he would nave 
probably ruffed. So all he had to do 
was to give up a diamond, ruff one 
on the table and finesse against 
West for the trump queen. It all 
seems easy on paper but there is 
one small snag, one that would 
escape all but the best. If declarer 
concedes the diamond * 
immediately. East plays back a 
fourth diamond and West ruffs 
with the seven to drive out 
dummy’s king and thereby 
promote his trump queen into a 
winner. T'o overcome this, Cohen 
ruffed a spade to hand and led the 
club nine, passing it when West 
followed low. Now he could 
concede the diamond for the 
threat of a trump promotion had 
evaporated. Do you see where 
West went wrong-he should have 
covered the club nine with the 
queen. Then, declarer would have 
no way to avoid going down for 
whenever he concedes the 
diamond. East can play back the 
fourth diamond for West to ruff 
with the seven, high enou^ to 
beat dummy’s five! 

Switanu QhoM 


74 








tthas something to do with leam< 
Ing aboirt life. You go out there 
and you give it your best shot. 
That’s all you can do. if you win, 
it’s great; if you lose and you 
give It your bast try, that’s O.K 
too. That’s why my 
spirit Is so go^ and I know that 
If I lose It’s not the end of the 
world. It’s depends on how I 
lose. 

BORIS BECKER realises that win¬ 
ning is not all that matters. 

Journalists have the ability to 
put players under so much of 
pressure. We can never please. 

If we play poorly we are blasted, 
and If we win we played against 
bad opposition. Sometimes I 
can’t understand you lot. 

GARY LINEKER, on the Press. Inci¬ 
dentally he also plans to become a 
journalist after he gives up the 
game. 

Now that I am n ea ring the end of 
my ptsying days my rmiMtion Is 
togooutasawinniimeaptain.lt 
would baa womlerful farewell 
gm from my players. TMs wW be 
my last Test series, regardless 
of eueeess or Miure. YOU can^ 
go on foreear-felar Pans didy 
mdst In aiorv tidoks. ‘ 

VjVIAN RtQMROS Uhderlihes the 
knportwioe of this series against 



I hope this summer we see a 
good contest rather than one¬ 
sided wins by the West Indies. 
At least if it’s interesting we will 
read more about cricket rather 
than monotonous comments 
about slow over rates, short 
pitched bowling, lines down the 
middle of the and so on. 

IMRAN KHAN predicts an interest¬ 
ing series in England this summer 
between West Indies and England. 
The eidtement has begun with 
England winning their first Test 
match against West Indies at 
home in 22 years. 









t wouM tows to turn fha dock 
badk mysaH, but at too and of 
too day, you liava to go ferenr* 
da, oetb aekara rd s . 

MMfK SPITZ finally acknoiy- 
iedges the fact fiitotiii is fbalno to 
age.tosing every reoejitoa be 
stutad cn his comdMckltoB.. 






SHAKA LAKA ^ 
l^OOM BOOM BHAK 

rmeer catb &onna 

sKNOCK YOU BACK^ 
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Sachln:conc«med about Bombay crickat’s futura 


SUPPORTERS 


upholding Principles 

A nd whUe Tyson keeps tniying, seNing and 
giving away cars, there’s another little dude 
in our vary own home turf-Bombay to be 
precise-who's making headlines all by his ownso- 
me. Sachin Tendulkar. 

Sachin has never made any pretensions of his dis¬ 
like for politics SHid he’s sticking to his bat (oops 
guns). 

But Sachin and some Bombay cricketers have 
openly stressed their support in favour of a certain 
Mr Mohan Raoie from the Shiv Sena. Please note: 
Sachin's support is not for the ‘Hindutva’ espoused 
by the Shiv Sena or its supremo, Bal Thadwray, but 
for Mr Raoie, the sports lover. The loyalty is purely 
sporting. 

Sachin, his coach Ramakant Achrekar, Chandrak- 
ant Pandit, head of the national selection committee 
Mr Naren Tamhane, and a host of other Ranji 
players have expressed their support for Mr Raoie. 
This sudden affection for Raoie on the part of the 
cricketers is not new. Ever since he was the presi¬ 
dent of the Bhartiya Vidyarthi Sena, he was always 
keen to get justice for cricketers. 

"His fight for cricketers will go on. With this hope 
and confidence we declare our support to him.* So 
saying, Sachin once more made his way to the 
headlirres and this column. 
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C ATHY M}l(tA»>S0ir'(l4VpOint<^ 
B«nt aa a pltys^cal tliaYap- 
lat for 

tba 16 aaadadwanon aft^'HijBblar ' 
don was, as shs likss to mmy, 
uncsranoaloua. Shs want In ona 
day to nalp tha foxtssr tharaP” 
1 st and andad up ataylng-for 
tan yaars and eoantlng. 

From idiara sha slts>cui of flea 
In tha lockar room-Rowlan&ion, 
39, much prafars tba first waak 
of Hlabladon. It la sarana. 



"Tba first waak Is gulta good bacausa tba saadad playars assuma tbsy will > 
gat tbrougb tbalr rouxuls,* sba says. "nia sacond twak Is traunatle 
bacausa tbay start playing aaeb otbar and, of coursa, tbay'ra gattlnf 
ebangad In tba sama plaoa. Than ona of tbma losas and tbay [bava to] cosm 
^back In togatbar.* 

But tbara Is a frivolity that navar subsldas. Rowlaxulson says tba woman 
bava "iiulta a laugh” In tba lockar room, shouting to paopla out tbs window 
and relaxing before tbalr matches. Of course, there was tha time that a 
secret adad.rar had 500 rad roses dallvarad to Gabriels Sabatlnl two years 
ago. The lockar rocsn «ras transformed Into a greenhouse, but without tha 
space. "Can you Imagine howmuch room all those roses took up? " laughs Row¬ 
landson. ”We didn't have enough vases for 500, so we had to put soma In tbs 
bathtub.” 


According to Rowlandson, man and women both bava problems playing on 
grass. Neither sax Is more or lass likely to get Injured. ATP trainer Bill 
Norris agrees. ”It's all the sama, * be says. "I see a lot of men with but¬ 
tock strains, but women bava sladlar complaints.” Norris does envision 
problams for taller players like TlmNayotte and Ravin Curran, who bava to 
band a little farther for the ball. 

"They know they have to do a bit more stretching." 

Howlandson agrees 9 "X would say the taller players have aiore of a pro¬ 
blem on grass because tha ball doesn't bouncp vary high and they have to 
gat down that much lower to hit it. But idaen y^ look at champions, they 
come In all shapes and sizes. Billie Jean and Rod lAvsr were small and Mar¬ 
garet Court, Stan Smith and Boris Beekar are tall and Navratilova, Soj^ 
and McKnroa are in the middle... I don' t think the body makes that much of a. 
difference • I think It' s more their mental approach to tha game. * 
Rowlandson talks about tha playars warming up In the dressing room* 
"They realise that Its Important to stretch especially the hip abductors 
apd hamstrings, because as you slide stretch and go down low, those 
muscles are stretched tha most. If they are tight thwF really feel It. * 

But %«hat hi^pens when there are rain breaks? Nhat do the plai^rs dO ih 
tha dressing room than? 

"When they coma off the court they tisually shower because they're cold 
and wet. Not knowing how loiMT the delay is, they may just elt down, set and r 
relax for awhile. They era told at least IS minutes before play resmaesao 
that, they can start their stretching progkammes, got cdiangad at^ba 
to get l^k on court. ^ si^rs Rowlandson. 

xn fact, tha damp waat^r keeps Rowlandsca mtra busy baeaUaa 
ness tlgbtms Muscles faster than usual. But with so many youngsters mow.' 
In tha woman's tournament there are lass Injuries. "(A, they just ait and ; 
listen to tatslk walknans. nxey hardly 'talk. thxleas of oourae % 

batteries run dry and they .wipt to borrowanother 
Rowlandson. - 
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OUR BEST DIVIDENDS 


Bringing a smile. 
Wiping a tear 

Agreed, divtdenck as an 
exprtfssion of return on 
investments is a good measure 
of a Company's worth. In our 
case) maintaimng dividend 
payments at 35% for the past 
several ydars has its own story 
tot^ 

We at 'OR3ENTAL’ have aJso 
the satisfection having 
played our pan. tn «erms of 
oarrytpg out the obftolvei. 
iMfu^ ittt^red nadonalisatlmi 
pftheGetiefsti Insunmee 
tnidhlj»rf,«itybadcml^ fiy 

* 4tdxtiMstt3iE4aittrui^ 


transforming the prolilc irom 
an urban oriented set up to 
one wl\tth caters to all 
settions, nth and poor alike 
Ml the countryside, m villages, 
inandis and towns We aKo 
administer the Perstinal 
Accident Social Sts-uiIts Vheme 
and the Hut Insunmce Scheme 
in the Ntinh on behalf of the 
Centtal GovemmeiU the^ 
Schemes dti not entail any 
premium paymtmt, on the pan 
of the beneficiaries - the Pcxir 
Families 

Dear Customer. You svuuld 
<^ndeed ^preaate our role 
* and cumrihution Interm&ot 
meeting our social 
commitments In terms trf 
meeting vdur needs, and 
’^everyone’s In seeing to it, that 
{U£r goes on, umntefrupted, 
regardktsa of its uneenainttes 


Dear PoUcy-holder. We rate 
oui divKkmds l>est,wlieii seen 
in the ciMitext ot out < oiuinutr^ 
etfons ai bunging a smile and 
iMping a tear 



COMPiUiYUMlIlP 

(AwbrtdUryofOen Im Coqi oflmtai 

Ctwt«mw5r * iriet>i4ty- 
An Qrlecrtal traditl^ 
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WIMBLEDON '91; 
The most prestigi¬ 
ous Grand Slam event 
gets under way. The 
Frank Keating Column 
provides us with a 
behind the scene arti¬ 
cle: A photofeature on 
the people who are 
seen at Wimbledon: the 
Ceutsch Duo: The story 
behind the rise of Boris 
Becker and Steffi Graf 
and a lot more from 
Rohit Brijnath 

/If CHEEMAS 
• \J BACK' In an 
exclusive interview 
Cheema Okerie reveals 
why he left Calcutta 
and then came back 
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HAIR TODAY 


G<»ie, lonK»Tpw 

H ave we gotMme Jvice ior you on MM* 
ca SeM tUe wMu nib woniaa ie 
iy fDtag fasti She «aidd be 

No. 1 as far as the feaules soe Goneemed ta«i 
tiwt liaat aieatt aedM' to her. See what she 
has to si^. 

”1 dm*t want to ha like SceiHj abreadsr aaihM 
yy «t h«r mb* Mfto knows, 1 asit he 
Na 1 for very leaf. But na gefa«.to Jove k 
and Uve It while- H iaats." Swe thfatg. 

She certainly knows iMit she^i taUtla* 
Mmt Monde and bobfaly dw nnor he» hot 
lliaf*s not the scene sdtii hec^ **{ have Do he 
^ best at vdiatever I do. U1 fct a low gnde 
at sduKd, I get mad. lil get at mysatf to noth 
harder. U I mess ^ in temds ft's tiK'seme." 

fhooe are fistin' words and rids 
earns ha aroimd £6 million a year (|10 nM* 
Bon), the cash Ae can command is sta^fO' 
ring: sddle lesser mortals have to talc out ta 
-n haitcjot. she gets prid to cut her hair and 
iMee laBdtt’ £350,000 here. That’s how «wiiHi 
she gM paid to cut her hrir recently. Ae hah: 
cat dnae' shout because she hcd her 1^ 
dohe M hy Matrix beauty procbscts. Really 
an lali. rids gftl. No more toys to ha. It's 
|e«Mfleiy >rioss, vWti to houtiqua in Paris, 
Md teaksappndooi from the puys. 

' V .Mse- seigr curves on rise jriaces 

als M vita:. am once m^hslick' riiia. Jhtt rite- 
Mp.-aia. ri Mk ld caaM apure out' Miia^:. 
taw-aWl^ii^ <Mri»*dhteg ter Uidta laiy 
te Man phu^' aamM nmce 

thMMjgta tone- 


P; pHnMHIHHHIMMnillf # 

‘ • SACHIN •* 
FALLS SHORT! 


Hit for a six 


PRIVATE 
EYE ^ 


A nd (here’s 

this poor little 
guy who’s 
wandering the 
streets of Bombay 
taying to figure out 
why he didn’t 
’score’. Just in case, 
the dirt in your 
cerebral 

compartments is 
playing up hell, we 
right as well let the 
cat out of the bag. 
The unfortunate 
individual is Sachin 
Tendulkar and he 
was just a sixer away 
from another 
landmaric. But for 
this guy, studies are 
certainly not cricket. 
Anyway well cut 


^ WE LOOK 
f WHERE 

;] WE'RE NOT Is 
I SUPPOSED TO! m 

out on the frills and 
give you the hard 
news: Sachin 
Tendulkar failed to 
pass his HSC exams 
by just six marks. 
And what did his 
dad say: "He almost 
got through." Well if 
you play such a lot 
of cricket, six runs 
short is pretty good. 
Or is it? 




Maina mbii 

L OOkfl lika bha 
tubuxn.flxnc 
fanilytri 
'! riBglaud ia- not. 

' Vhay'vw ttdMc' .. 
baaa good’ npdrbn 
/•a^n'nv Md ffoiihi 
. thniic' raeapb 

.'"'ahou'^ kn^ 'Uff 
: !bhinN''pnvtf0&iar . . 
MjgSmtm.'iDX llfn* - . 
Vbm; wmrvit^- 

. '.iOMcrian'-nnd'Bi tan. 

' ;k«n into' ntdtny..' 

' wMtth«« .(if tlm ' . ' ;. 

taidotdb mro to bn. 

' baUovatf}- -mag 

najdm it-inXnt. 

*' ’V • *' 

' ottM-dpinte ta.kM 


57 
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Ma' C -r 1 rin—iTriirgifdT rii I i 

ny^ji .TC_^n^ 11 1 


Indyriman'Miri 


















Sactor: lonely boy on top of ttw ivorM 



MWIM 

BREAK POINT 


‘1|L . Jj^OT b Bonldi^ Bocto ikdnig^jWeii tte 
^ I^BcSEer b«^ ^ tibt ham. a 

. :. w‘ jam-up to Wtasft^edhu f^ timp. WaHt 
. ^ EdbeiS ocHttmtHW to hog Uie honcnire. Becacer 
stfiilia^tig trpul^ wfto mattore 
; Bo^'WeA' in Londoot and accomimiqdng 
’ hlip 'a^ a gJri helow^, ditch- 

ed sold ip)t back to again^ Thtrd ttiirtt' liiilucl^. 

' dKy can It and Bods and Karen have qdit 
up again. Some peofite a^ Karen walked off 
to a huff and ft's gonna be permanent 
because this time Becker Is hdpfring mad. S6 
mad to he that he's turned vindictive, 
thf^re naaldng a 81rh to London on the life . 

' and times of Becker, and Karen was featur¬ 
ing to ;tt toQ. Not ai^toc^, ^ Boris to ^ 
.towriorn 'fage has asked the directors;'to 
delate ^nesr vrifh hdm and Karen. In feet 
iki^e ^er <tot of "the flhn m«J hto fffejtotl^BSfi' 
ia^ wear it was wtoh^ Otympics star Kata¬ 
rina Wtt who sat In the pla^s box as 
'' Becdcc^a\ guest.''^'^hing.v the 'Gerinan' jpila^''' 
WitobWon; Urisyear? Wvj 

: iritt rBoria ^ It ^Idne? With VP^ ' 

^^.-njewsr-trih aha^ df possfe^tfea^' V’'i 



Bring in the downs 

A tow hm goes on* Mlwa long quetfion. 
m\awhleh tennis i^ayer givns the best value 
* w for money es sponsors cfueue up to hend 
over sdIHota to Beyers In order to endorse • 
pnxkKt before their rurmp to Whnbledonf The 
enswar-though rather, smprlslng-ls frenehnum 
Henri Leconte, who rerefy vrins anything of note. 

'Henri b e natural sslesnuiv" said Dutehmmt 
Frank Van Waxe! who heads the HhTae group. 
"Ha Is abo the most charbmatle and popular 
fdayar In the dmiH. Thb b bacausa ha b an 
entertainer and gats mote Hum hb fair share of 
attention horn TV cemeres." Very true;, Henri 
would make e better down then he would a tath 
nb player. 

Chances ere Van Weed couW be tdased as he 
has Just slated up Leconte to endorse hb foot- 
wear, 'Henri b not ei^ermlve and he b reedy 
with ell sorts of protnoOon ef fort s beMnd the 
scenes. Henri b getting a bask salary of 
$1001,000 to endors e Id-Tec shoes." A hundred 
grants ladles end gentk m e r ^ b peanub. Lecon¬ 
te * neturet salesman? Mo scene brother. Just 
going cheep! 




























; >fWmt‘toiinp]«s^n\hegive'^ple.inKBmbe^ft^ , 
chaipoltMishi^ starteil She lau^ra ea|||iIjlf-iShccTackad‘a(' 

^, Joke. She tnvlted people fof .dinner and men ^ked the 
' 'dtnne|;heraeilf. S^,ifld{uteBd‘lh tier new pas^on: 
.pbdto^phy,‘<Mnd aftei^sbe flnishecjkh^practise sesslpns, 
sipapwuWJbraet the g«me Slid gsaighteefdnftajiy^ 

. ,,«gir^nonnaiaUfi»*ap09siWt, ; >? ^ 

■ And then ii&lthin tep d^. Tierwhole world hadenuAbl^. 

■ Again;.-.' *; 

; >r It is sad but true. Experts . ■ « ,,i:, 

lriTlfe''teni^actri;!]esarenow 
seriously tajklfigdbputthe 
;end ofStefil Gra. They talk 
about her lacking that edge 
to coine gdhd In big gnmes: 
of the competition citchlng 
up with her; of the lack of 
her backlund topsptn shot; . ^ 
of I ter reluctance'to change 
■' htei^ach; Ofherlack of • " 
motivation. But more than 
all this they talk about 
Peter Graf. 

The lifestyle of Peter Graf, 
a former usKl*car 
salesman, has changed 
dramaUcally since he put a ■ 

cat-down racket tnto.me 
, hands of his four-ycar-old 
daMghterSteflI. According 
to one respecled German 
tennis expert . the man 
himself has changed under 
the limelight he constantly ' 

Seeks. "He was a good 
father to the young 
tieenager but tlie 
relationship was not 
redefined when .she became 
a young woman. ” 

And that, to put tt siraply». „ 
is what has become of Stciil ; 

QraCr Tpe needs and desires 
.of a yout^ woman are 
vasUy dlflcrent from the ^ 
nm^ahd desires ofan 
adofoscentgflrt.’tiiUM] Peter ^ 

Vlr^d9esnut8eem toun^ysp^djlhatf s*' . 

ThUBitfie tussle. Petc^tmtf, to holdpnto his daughtm-.' 
‘StefR, stnmgling f 9 break away, Ytiupsufriote this m the 
sutetnentssheTnahes; her desl^ to spend t " 

■ ItM- 


out of here. There’s a » 
.find something tndo.' 


.... • -.f' '' ' ; ' ' ■ 

ngnwn, she said, Tn SSi mkiutes. I'm 
Itole day altepd of iwe. I'meure I’ll 


, i^hlB is not whpt Peter Graf Brould approve. He want^hts 
dau^terto concentrate hundred pemnt on l:;pr4cnnisbut 
^W^tto'liphger feelsthai way. Inereaalngly. as shegfbws 
^de^bhe fcahses that temds is not the be-all and end-all of 






‘Peter Graf 
was a good 
father to the 
young 

teenager but 
the 

relationship 
was not 
redefined 
when she 
became a 
woman’ 


GtOT|(ti^d^t.forihhige9lMmiMedon.fiite > 

'' Thdt there ail^ other things toJook forward to. 

Tahwgt'walk-bytJie side ^driver Seine.'Meeting people- 
ah'd. discuss DpUthBlunid aitB> To gquand ^it museums and 
.«Bih jgaUeriiitt TO develop hefpaasi^ feir'^notography. 

.Ufe IB so vast and so diverse. It is important to be a tennis 
- placer because it Is oniy.on the tbaills court that she 
jffihleves her hiligmCnt BsBif perron. It is her''fnost potent 
'Joim olsslfrei^essfoB. But she has realised that it does ndt 
mean the^ thm'is liwdng else to life. And she is flso 
incRoisingly realising thaitt is not the epd of theworld for 
her.'if ahdis not Number One. 


These may be signs of anew ihaturuy. On the other hand 
thero maybe tndlcatlons that Steffi,realises she cannot be 
thfttennis player Bhe once was and therefore there isph 
attempt to be a bettpf dll round human being. To be happy. 
Fpf, as Seles says. "1 don’t want t6 be like StefR unhapi^ 
atready'at heTage." 

Y^, itVuitfilcult titk) /''' 

Ima^ne tnki a 22-year-old / 

ndfitohairvas with fame and ' . , ,* A. \ 

sudbeSs can be unhropy. \ 

But that's whane Stem,' , / — i 

Grafs career-ahd We 1 

,«tahdaat^'’momctfb>.And'*>' ' \ / ' 

WneUidftt.'Istohaianewf ’ .\ 

v'->Kyf y 
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SPOTLIGHT 


I Stip<»vtar 
Martina 
Navratilova’s 
Jilted 

companion 
Judy Nelson 
has asked a court to ban 
the tennis star from 
making obscene phone 
calls to her. 

She says she received 
the calls alter she fried a 
100-page. 10 million 
law-suit in her home 


Jiidy^ latvyier. Jeny 
Lofrm, has asked the 
Fort Worth court toban 
Martina from 
communicating with 
her. "in vulgar, profane, 
obscene or indte^nt 
language". CHr in a 
"coarse or offensive 
manner, with intent to 
annoy ts- atarm." He also 
asked that Martina be 
stopp>ed from writing to 
Ju^ who earlier this 
3 ^ear begged Martina to 


I^ace ri|^ at the , 
begjnnfrig 

romance,” saida friend 
of the couple. 

The partnership was 
Martina’s way of proving 
to Judy how much she 
loved her. Whereas 
Judy, who has always 
watched the penides 
even when the was a . 
housewife, saw it as a 
Just reward for 1id»t she 
hadgtvmup. 

Judyi who lefther 


has been IheTfriend 
loi^^titian anybody 
dse." 

Judy to ailso T 

settle bCKtousa^Mto 
doom'twanthertwo'; 
teenage Jtona egqpoatol^ . 
badpiffjltchy.'Matlhia. 
haslefr^ati^of . 
shatter^ fetnaleh^irtk.; 
behind her; Said one 
source cm the tennis 
drcult: :Msottna to 
passioitote with new 
lovers but hcsartless with 


IT MUST HAVE 


BEEN LOVE... 


BUT ITS OVER NOW 


The Martina-Judly Nelson relationship has ended in 


acrimony, controversy and law suits 


town of Fort Worth. 
Texas. 

Judy, a 45-year-oId 
mother of two. is 
demanding half the 
fortune Martina made 
out of a sports fashion 
business while they 
were living together. She 
alleges Navratilova, who 
has had a string of 
female companions 
went back on a 
partnership agreement 
vrtiich was videotaped as 
they signed the papers. 

Since their el^t- 3 rear 
relationship went sour 
eauiier this year. Judy 
says Martina, 34, has 
beiim ^Ihklng the phone 
Cadto-some 
. anonymous-ln the 
middle of the night to 
their former lovenest In 
Aspen. CMorado, the ski 
capltad of America. 


come back to her. A 
Judge to expected to 
decide cm ^e ban 
request 

not on tour, 
Martina to currently 
living in Vail. Colc»ndo, 
with US Olympic slder 
Cindy Nelson ino 
relation) whom shemet 
at Christmas. Lofton 
says that the lawsuit 
covers every aspi^ of 
the couple's life 
together, amd the 
12-minute videotape is 
likely to be crucial in the 
case. 'The signing took 


surgetm husband and 
sons for life vrtth 
Martina, consulted 
lawyers cdtor turning 
down a six-figure cash 
and property offer. As 
the court waits fw an 
answer to the lawsuit 
from Navratilova’s 
attorneys, some insiders 
doubt it will get to trial. 

"Martina doesn’t want 
to wash her dirty linen 
in public," said one. 

"She is worth 80 or 100 
million dollars and can 
afford to give her a hefty 
amount-aftm- all she 



Martina has left a trail of shattered 
female hearts behind her. Said one 
source on the tennis circuit: 

" Martina is passionate with new 
lovers but heartless with old ones.” 

















fterarai 


fivcaiat 


P 


Judy*s lawyer, Jerry Loften, has 
asked die court to ban Martina 
from communicating witb her, in 
"vulgar, profane, obscene or 
indecent lai^uage," or in a "coarse 
or offensive manner, with intent to 
annoy or alarm.” 


baaketlNdl star Nancy 
lidiermait, lUteJiifae 
c4»Tinfeied didr 
tiM»-yeiRr4fi^ ,■ 

theinrawre 
rdattoORbtt’^ with 
t»ii0H»e«uaI tcmi^ 
idayerl^Renw 


N ra .ttt: rnTT. rro s r 



Hcrfimkaig^lcnn 
affair idter «hc aottned in 
America fi;nra 
’:CeeclioaA9iiaJriawi»' 
with author lata libte' 
Brown, 46. Mcatma, 
went v4Qi Iwr 


^tttKlbRaHaynie, 

Juc^ lu^ it waa in 
<JNuiuiaiy. offer ihearing 
nmiiajrotitm Mbort^ 



• I'*' I- 

, ■■ ■ ■ » . ■ . 



rrtotmrioh^ coded. A 

Navratilova 
IdR % plRy in two tennis 
tmimimiento and didn't 
talw Juffy skiuS-When 
Martina returned to 
Aanen, ahe qwiff hm' 
ntghtBnotattbeiiouBe 
btia at an aputaient die 
ownai! ThaCa when a 
<ffriraia^«ffiidy ; 
pathetteaffy said: “It 
breaks nqr luart to thtidc 
I may loae Martina.* 

1 love Martina and 
ahrayswffl. BtoiabCa 
veiy atPoag-williMt and! 
knw tiiat If 1 Ibhsa the 
rituation. I cottld norae 
o«tflto’loa«:."';''’<^'>lf 




the past tMit she has riot 
lived wttii any them 


f t-S 


:'havei that means the 
wnrtd to me-and I ho^ 
tt means something to 
Martina." 

Judy arid Mmtttia : : 
shared rispacloua:;," 
bedroorii with a barge 
bratofaedcnv e iedw^ 
vte^ boars arid'seil''''.'''.. 


pretcrico x^iuutoS 

ac^mnffe bedkomna. 

Judy%'parento. 
ffargori snd Prances 
came to accept thrir. 
dm^j^xtorh hfeatf^ 
ButJitot^> 

















The media 
went ga ga 
over 

their wins 


(hen serves again and 
again, the ball hits Uie 
. net. Double fault. The 
stadium exhales In 
despair. Becker slar<‘s at 
the net in astonishment. 
He gtH's back again. 
Score: 40-30. Hean hes 
his back and serves. 
Z(H)m. the ball whizzes 
over the net and Curren's 
reply is weak and hits the 
bottom of the net. 

1IISTORY! Boris Becker 
at 17 i.s the youngest 
winner of the Wimbledon 
men's title. And he is also 
the first German to win 
tilts coveted title. 
Germany goes crazy. 
'I'hey cannot believe that 
one of their countrymen 
has lifted the most 
prestigious of tennis 
titles. A 12-Inch headline 
proclaims "Boris Super" 
in the mass-circulated 
Bild newspaper. Some of 
the other headlines were: 
Boris The Great; Prince 
Boris; King of the Centre 
Court; Kaiser Boris 1.' 

And on and on it went. 
Germany had a new idol 
to look up to. And when 
Becker went home to his 
little town of Leimen with 
his coach, he received a 
massive reception from 
the townpeople. 

Further stimulus: In ’88 
Steffi Graf wins the 


Wimbledon women’s 
title. Then, another fairy 
tale: in "89 Steffi Graf and 
Boris Becker are 
women's and men’s 
champion at Wimbledon 
once ^aln. A German 
sweep. ’89 US Open: The 
same sweep. In 1990. 
Boris Becker and Steffi 
Graf are Voted Player of 
the year for the men’s 
and women’s circuit. 
Tennis in Germany 
experienced a massive 
boom after Becker’s and 






Grafs win. Suddenly, 
there was tremendous 
interest In the game, and 
you could see queues of 
boys trying to join tennis 
clubs all over the country. 
Result; today there are 8 
million registered tennis 
players playing out of 
some 10.000 organised 
clubs. Almost everyone, 
who is someone in 
German tennis, is 
I afliliated to a club. For 
example, tojj 
professionals like 
Patri(;k Kuhnen Karl 
UweSteeb. Michael 
Stich, EncJelenand 
Claudia Kohde Kllsch 
arc club members. But 
this was a recent 
development. In the 
past, admission to 
tennis clubs was very 
expensive. Says Dieter 
Schon. editor of the 
Muni(;h based Tennis 
Revue magazine. ‘It 
would cost 5000 to 6000 
deutsche marks a year to 
Join a club and then the 
average dues would be 
600 to 1000 more. That 
meant that income levels 
had to be high, so 
obviously many people 
had to be left out.' 


The set up 

E VI^N before Becker 
made such a huge 
splash at Wimlrledon, 
things had already 
began to change in 
Germany. One of the 
major reasons lor the 
change in the tennis 
fortunes of tliis nation 
occurod when Richard 
Schonbom. a Czech 
tennis coar'h came to 
West Gennany in ! 969 
and started the first 
official West German 
training centre. Soon 
after, five more regional 
facilities were built 
including the one in 
Leiman. whlcfi spawned 
both Becker and Graf. 
‘Schonberg created a 



Becker and 
Graf show 
off their 
trophies after 
winning 
Wimbledon 
in1989 








a 












talent search system’ 
said Schon. the editor of 
Tennis Kevue, ‘he was 
the one who selected tfie 
kids for the regional 
centers. All they had to 
do was practise and play. 


Becker and Graf 
shake their 
heads and say 
that it is a fairy 
tale. “What else 
can you call it?” 

asks Steffi. ‘I 
mean, you can’t 
build up two 
players like that. 

I don’t see it hap¬ 
pening again. 
It’s just luck, 
coincidence” 


Everything else was 
taken care of. They 
stayed at home and went 
to the centres on 
weekeruls and holidays, 
so that they didn’t gel 
homesick. Schonberg 
found lots of talent and 
two of the kids were Steffi 
and Boris.’ Serhon 
remembers that as a 
teenager, Becker was 
regarded as too heavy 
and slow, but that he 
always had tremendous 
determination and an 
unwavering desire to 
win. Graf, meanwhile, 
was considered an 
outstanding talent with 
a difficult father, who 
finally took away Graf 
from the program in 
order to direct her career 
himself. 


The 

implementation 

T o know how Gennany 
produced these super 
(;hampions is to study 
the way that Becker and 
Graf spend their eady 
fonnalive years. What 
training did they receive? 
What were the facilities 
available? Who were 
their coaches? 

Boris Becker was bom in 
the cement 

manufacturing town of 
l.elman, a town of about 
20.000 people. His home 
was less than a mile 
away from Blau-Weiss 
(Blue-White) Tennis 
Club. It was here, at the 
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I III lu 1 y 1 ns s ml 
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with Sit 111 tulHoris 
111 ikiii^ ps\t ht»ltn,i( il 
It Sts iiid iiiotu ititiii il 
lists 111 ii,u<‘'V'lili nit 
that It ISM ly iniport uit 
to li nil t InUlit n not only 
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b.lll S]Kills 

Nt \t It) till It Tims 
tour Is ut tin 
b isk( tb ill hoops nid 

Boris Breskvar was 
the architect of the 
rise of great talents in 
German tennis 


(*(>al posts Ini sot 111 and 
llildlioiktv It IS hi If 
that playt rs It unliowto 
nio\ oantl \yli il .im tlu 
tapitilKs indlinnlsol 
Du II bodn s \V< pi i\ 
Dust sports 1 lot isufll 
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ind ntlu I illilt III dulls 
loi (oiidilioiiiml lu ivs 
1 think tins u M ly 
inipoilant win nihildun 
lit D 10 or 11 lu ( iiist 
Mill mnsi ])l ly i lot til 
t ombin lilt ns my oiii 
111 id 1 low toi>i it lilt 
oppoiUllt 111 ikt IIIIOVI 
St 1 nj) 1 SI OH IJ you t 111 
Ir nislt I this to It inns 
yon I in inipioM i lot 
Sit 111 is I \ I ry i,ootl 
h iskt tb ill ]jl lyt I Ho'is 
1 list)L,f)od ill 1 ) iski tb ill 
iiitl M ly \t ly stioii^iii 


‘‘Temperamenta¬ 
lly we were the 
same. I have 
always been 
somebody who 
criticised myself 
a lot. Boris was 
the same. But at 
that time we 
never thought 
about all this. 
Nobody really 
expected that 
Boris would 
become the 
player he Is. 
They thought I 
had much more 
a chance.” 

-Steffi Graf 
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always anrioypc] thal 1 
clichi't allow her lo play 
socctT. Hu I her knees ai f 
w'eak. 'rhiev have always 
been weak and c ould Ret 
10)111 eel vei-yeasily.’ 

Anolher aspect ol this 
IrainlriR iiroRrarnine was 
how lo weave individual 
idiosvrier.jeic’s into .1 
IintcTil weajion. For 
example: the diviiiR 
liiiiRe whit h is an 
uninisiakahle lioris 
IJeeker style, .iiid whic h 
became world famous at 
Wimbledon. 

"lioris tried lor 
ever\’thmR but his 
teeliiiKiue was not 
Rood tennis or jumiiinR' 
he says, he didn't know 
how to roll. Knees and 
t'lbows scraped, blood 
eveiywhere. 1 said. 'Mey. 
stoji. don’t do this. Von 
hurt yourself', lie 
re[>lied. no. no. it 's okay 
and he eont nines to do it. 

1 liked him Irom the first 
moment, but 1 slopped 
the session because 1 
was alraid he would 
break some bones," 
Hreskvar then ordered 
Rt iii mats and then 
Hecker trained on that, 

1 le was tauRht Yiowto 
land like an acrobat, I'he 
idea was that he should 
continue to use this style 
but in suc h a way thal he 
did not injure hiniscH'. 
And the reason 
according to Hreskvar 
was this- "I'his is his 
personality and an 
important pari ol the 
Rarne, lor three reasons. 
First, he can reach more 
balls. More- important is 
the iisycholoRif al ellc'cts. 
Wlien Borisjumps and 
Rets the ball, the next 
time, the opponent 
thinks, 1 must play 
exactly on the line.’ He 
tries to hit an area hall as 
.small, and that is vci’y 
difficult and oflen he is 
hittinRoul.nieothei 
advantaRe is that this 
jurnpinRis very 
attractive for the 
spectators, and pretty 
soon, they're all cm Boris’ 
side. Tills is a great plus,’ 


An Accident 

T his moment, a 

c)ueslion arises in the 
mind A question that is 
being widc'lv debalc-cl in 
Ocrmaiiy and all over 
l-aiicipe: Was the 
emergence ot Oral and 
Becker from the same 
corner cjI ihecountn 
without much tennis 
tradition a c|uirkol 
hisloiy or the result ol'a 
jirogramme like the- one 
which has been done bv 
Boi is Breskv.ir','' 

II von ask Boris Bee kei 


and Steffi Graf, they 
shake their heads and 
say that it is a fairv' tale. 
'WTiat else can you call 
il'.^' asks Graf, ’i mean, 
you can’t build up two 
players like that. I don’t 
see It happening again. 
It 's just luc k. 

1 oincidence.’ 

But Bieskvar 
disagrees: They are 
great talents' he says. 
Without talents,you 
I am lot work. But I also 
lliirik that we have done 
a lot with those players, 
lake this ( enter (in 
Iwiman) was very 
ini|)oriani. It was the 


first in Germany and 
without the opportunity 
to practise every day. 
without paying a single 
Deutsche mark, over 
eight years, it would have 
been very difficult.’ 
According to 

the F'ederatlon 
it ealeiilatcd 
t he cost of Becker’s 
c’oac hing. c ourt time, the 
cost of racquets and 
equipment, and they 
came to the figure of 
$500,000. That was the 
amount he had been 
suljsidised. ’ll is too 
much money lor most 
families’ Hreskvar says. 






•We paid for everythiiiig. 
This Is very Import ant. A 
rhampion must be bom 
\^1th talent, but he must 
have also the 
environment. You can 
have a great natural 
talent for skiing, but if 
you live in the Sahara, 
you cannot win an 
Olympic gold medal in 
skiing.’ 

“Boris was not the best 
in Gennany when he was 
young." Breskvar says, 
“he was about No. 10. 

But when the iecleratioti 
asked me who they 
should choose* lor llie 


flnanclal benefit, I told 
them that we should try 
with Boris because he 
had it In him to be the 
best .though he wasn't 
the best then. There are 
so many players now. A 
champion must be 
something special and 
he must be well 
managed.” 

And what was that 
special streak that the 
coach saw in the young 
Becker that made him 
bat'k the boy all the way? 

"One of my friends 
manufactured this soft 
drink in 1 Icildelbi rg". It 


was a favourite of all the 
youngsters. Boris would 
ask all the time. ’How 
many will you give me if I 
win,’ recalls Breskvar. 
“He was already a real 
professional. The more 
drinks at stake the better 
he played. When he was 
14-15.1 was still stronger 
than he was and he used 
to lose to me. but they 
were very close matches 
mind you. Then one day 
he asked me How many 
drinks will you give rnc if 1 
beat you today?' I .said 
’the whole damn bo.\.’ He 
was trying like a mad 
man and hi* beat me lor 
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the first time." 

It was this competitive 
spirit that difl'erentialed 
Becker and Graffrom the 
rest of the kids. 
“Temperamentally we 
were the same." says 
Steffi. “1 have always 
been somebody who 
criticised myself a lot. 

Boris was the same. But 
at that time we never 
thought about all this, 
we were kids. Nobody 
really expected that 
Boris would become the 
player he is. 'Fhey 
thought f had much 
more of a chance." 

Becker s was a 
god-given gift which 
showed later. But unless 
this gift was nurtured 
there would have been 
no great tenuis player 
named Becker. Tlie rise 
of great natural talents 
must l)e accompanied by 
an ideal environment for 
it to ilower. Says Ion 
Tiriac, “Boris and .Siefli 
emerging Iroiii ihc same 
area at the same time, 
that is an accident with 
ingredients that helpeii. 
Like tennis coiiris to play 
on. l.ike parents 
connected with tennis 
IJke a coach to di.scover 
and develop the talent. II 
there are no courts and 
coaches It Is impossible 
to recognise a gilt for 
tennis." Or in the succint 
words ofGunlher 
Sanders, executive 
manager of the 
Deutschei Tennis Bund 
(DTB). the German 
Tennis Federation. 

’What a Federation does 
is find the jil-iyers who 
are talented and not It't 
them go anywhere else; 
thetiyou givi* tlii'iii balls, 
ctiurts and coaches. 

Then you wait. Don’t tell 
my secret to anyone el.se. 
but we’vt* [list waited 
until we got lucky.'Vety 
lucky. 

Athwrin Thomas 







MARTINA AND JUDY 
SHARE THE SPOILS 


M AK'I'INA NAVI^riLOVA has ciiciiscd 

lonncr loviMJvidy Nfison f)rbfin,u ifirt'cly 
ovri ii palimony flaini thal rotilil iosl her 
inillit)u. duringn lilnifd intcn iowon I’.S. 
(dfvisioii. 

Marlina. who is in 
London for VViinldt-don 
said; "1 ainvm luirl by 
cvfiylliin^ llial's 
haiipi'nod. Jutiy and i 
had a vcn- ^oocl 
ivlaiionship. And now i( 
all sri'iiis lo ha\’(' conic 
down to firccd. 

■ 1 not onl\ look care ol 
<)ndv. bill ol course, her 
tainily. proviiliiif* help 
with her })arenls and 
kids, llymu people cill 
over Ilic place, 
loiiniainents. .uoiii.t* on 
vac.il ions. 

"rhai wasn't enoitjtfh I 
Utiess.' 

Mariitia's lawytM'. 

Mike Met iirley has liled 
scvenil hanil written 
dot itnients in conri in 
Dallas. iiR Indin.i* one 
tilled AKrccincnt 
belween Jtidy and 
Martina.' Accordiniilo 
the tinsij»ned. undated 
dot nnicnt. they will split 
their cltithes on a bO-50 
basis. Martina 


c;ui keep the ilogs they u.sed to Ittkc 

it* ttniin.iinents ttrtinnd the work]. but Jntlv will be 

jiivt'ii visilalitnt nyhls. 

riu'tltM iiment adds: ".Jutiyyets the Ktills Ktiyce. 
her horse or tlie black stallitni she is lookinji lor 
now. .Jnth' also gets the BMW. t. heerok-t Bla/.er. 
the house in Aspen, tir the eiiniv.dent il it is .sold. 

Martina leaves for one of her games at the Queen’s Club 
tournament Judy managed to get a big haul out of her 
And (inset) Martina’s new love Cindy Nelson 










and moil than i 18 000 lor i \i*i\ v« ai ui h%( il 
toftHhir sl.utini»mMauli 1081 

Thai sum now Mauds a 1 oiirt 127 OOOuplotlu 
timelhisvf ai wh< n Marlma Ic It Jud\ loi top II S 
skiirC ind\ Nilson 
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invalid Slus.iidslu didii 1 undi rsi md wlial slu 
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divide thill hoiiK s UK hiding i ni w 
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AsKiil wht tlu I till jinhluilv iboiil hi i juiv iti 
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slu said iiid uldi d I iiinmu !i mon i 'ividtliis 
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I still vv ml tow III b idlv but 1 * isiioi sofk spt ui 
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BBC: ITS SHOWTIME! 

P RLl’AI<j\II()\ toi ukvisiiiuol Wiinbkdon 
sidits tw'ivvt i ks IK lo’i till ii'c (t iisi If wli< n 
I nuuK fi s bt <,in 1 iv uiu thi link s o| i abk 
lequirtd Flu Hlit us< 50i anKuas.uid 120 
moniioisloi editinti loinniinl.in andpioduction 
tramsandmoii than lOOmuioplioius I'utuns 
an sf en iii nioii than 70 1 ouiiti u s b\ an auflii lui 
ol JW million Wimbledon 01 is ait Itnnis 
coinintntaioi Dan M iski 11 s 42iid vt ar ol 
bioatk asunt, toi the HI3C Ihs pioud boast is that 
hi has not missod i siiinlt d i\ ol i oiiipitition sini e 
1029 


PENNY WISE, POUND 
FOOLISH 


I N 1968wht‘nWimbltdonbi(ami opui fortht 
fiisitinii the nil n ssiiuik s winiu i Rod Lav ti 
uici\td)ustL2 000 Ihi'winnfi in 1901 will 
leielvt arei ordL240 000 ihf woiiuii s singles 
tr^" '.. ...... 


winiK I in 1008 Billii JiaiiKiiiggot just L7b0 
Martina or (iial e xpei li d winiurs ol the 01 
Wiiiibk don women singles t rowii will gt t a 
whopiJUig i2H> 000 Iht total pi i/i moiu\ i-wtuili 
nstaggi iingi 4 010 ‘170 I list loiindnitii slosi is 


poi k( t L i (>()0 moil than Dm i got w Ik n In won 
till tilli in 19()8 

I kiwi vt I lilt lust prok ssional loiirn imt iil kii 
men at W'lmblt don was hi id in August 1087 Iivvas 
an invitation tvt nt spoiisoreil bv lilt HIK tomaik 
Iht arrival ol < oloured tik vision arid < iglil plavi rs 
UK hiding Dm nook part 


VIEW TO A THRILL 


HLARDSl C intii ( ourt tie kt tslorllu 
opt nmgdfivsofWiniblidou 01 win t II 
lilt St hadapritlv rtstiiittdvitw llu 
prit t s subst qui nllv nsi t onsistinllv duiingtlii 
loitnighi Iniht linaldavs iht titktl putt lorlhi 
St iiidaid VK w is L40 and ihi rt slut It tl vii w is 
t, 27 (iiound admission lernainsal sixpoiuiils 
bt It rt livt pm ai d loui pounds Iht it allt i Lvtn 
ui II i St rv I tl i ar parking »it Wiinbli don 01 t ost s 
t.si\piidi\ I hi main points U) St rt ss lit It isthit 
llfvt IS ago III Wimbltdon in 1877 sptiLalois 
pa djiisioiK shilling eat lilost t the liiial 


WANNA SCORE? 


T ML W'IMBLLUON nilisi urn has bit n 
evleiKled this viarlouit ludt a motk in 
set tion featunngthi vtais 1930 1090 
Admission IS t. I SOandom pound loi siutkiils 
Roamingspet tatoisat Wimbli don ait kt pt up to 
date with dll Iht SI (lies on T\' si reins instalk d this 
vtaraiound theeouitswhilt ii hugt vitkost rt i ii in 
ntarbv Aoiangi Park also showstovciagt fiomiht 
showf ourts 
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STRAWBERRIES 

FOREVER 



T VVKN'n' thn'i' tons 
ol'strawlM'rrifs 
aiul 12,000 hot ill’s 
ol i liaini)aRnt‘ art’ 
l’.\pi'Ct»’tl to 1)1’ 
i’onsunii.’cl at Hit* 
t'hampi()nslii])s this 
year. A bowl ol Ihc 
lamons slrawbfrnes 
aiiil I’lvain costs ,il 1 .SO. 
alioni Us .SS on the 
cuiTciit e.vchanRe rale 
for ten berries with 
lasliinns orereain. 

1 loweeer. 

Wimbledon s traditional 
I'riiit has a rival this 
year. Bananas arc 
popular with the crowd 
as well. Becker and 
Martina pojjiilariscd 
bananas as they nmneh 
thcni between names. At 
the stalls and tents 
many spectators are 
emiiialinn their tennis 
heroes and nuinehlnn 
bananas 






SERVING NOTICE 


F or the first time this year a radar giin was in 
operation at the All Eunland Clnb to monitor 
the "master blasters’, the last sen’ers at the 
championships. Tlic system is based on traekintl 
.sonnilwaves and is basically the .same as a 
ro.ulside sjH’cdtrap. Rai'ket leehnolofiy and the 
speed ol a well maintained grass court led to some 
ama/mg iiniek seiwes. Ixiaiiing the big hitters' 






























In Wimbledon, it’s business as usual, interrupted by 
more than frequent bursts of rain. Since the players are 
given 15 minutes prior notice to come out on court, the 
bali boys take a welcome break from their duties and 
catch up on the players' latest scandals in the tebioids 

league* was Man- Rossel of Switzerland, timed ai 
132.50 mph. Seeded players Michael Sik h and 
Andre Agassi were limed at 128.75 mph. Goran 
Ivanisevir had a serve at 123.12 mph and lieckerai 
125mph. I^ndl was timed at 119.37 mph. There’s 
a real war game’ going on out there. 


A NKW nninn was 
seen at 

Wimbledon ’91. 
They were (he ATP 
fdayers’ Wives and 
Girlfriends Association. 
an enteriirising 
collection of better 
halves who organised 
themselves into a body 
to look after their 
interests. The fonnrlers 
oi tfiis august body are 
Jimmy Arias’s wife Gina 
and Urad Pean-e’s 
spouse Cindi. 

These two. along with Heidi De La Pena, daughter 
ol Rov Emerson and married to the Argentinian 
player Horacio head the organisation. Explaining 
their role, Heidi said. ’'Basically we try and do 
something at every tournament we go to. We 
organised a trip to Graceland in Memphis, had 
lunch at Palm Springs, played a football malc-h in 
Monte Carlo and gave away presents like tour 
T-shirts at Wimbledon. We even do charity work 
like \isiting hospitals. We also try to help 
wives/girlfnends fed up with the' airport-tennis 
syndrome'.' # 







O N M(HKiav 
July 1(3, ‘ 

1 H77 It was 
raininn 'Phal 
isaJiui W’hcilur 
cvfnlual (•liam])ion. 
\Virnbl(‘clf)n's lirst. 
•Spcncfi \V Cion-was 
lumiiitlhasHol hern 
coiil'iniiccl. liiil 114 
years laU r it was still 
raininti. aiul wliile Gore 
may ha\'e pUiyt'd 
scrabble in 1H77, in 
1 bb 1 it was all Andre's 
attire and Seles' sc(;rei. 

The I«is Vi |fas ballbny 
called in turn .i 'twerp', 
an 'o/.one dude', a 
■teenager (the ward is 
sell e\])latiator\'|, a bo/o. 
IS probabh’ all those 
Uiin/J;s. but alsoa 
product niarketed with 
typical sltou'bi/ 
sliekness. 

Andre, theantisoeial, 
skipped Wimbledon m 
19KH-H9 90. which 
aeeordiiiff lo the 
outraj^ed American 
press was like ski] iiiii m 
Ihe .sillier bowl. Afiassi 
coyly smirketl he needed 
(ot>el sironjicr. whu h the 
Press pooh ptiohed 
mimefliately, their 
eoiil enl ioi i bein,i> he w.is 
seared, didn’t like the 
all-while rule, was a 
twerji, an ozone dude, a 
teenafier. a bozo....Phew. 
Somehow'you i»oi the 
feeling Andre was 
unloved. 


The talking 
points 
of the week 




So was Liollellien. Nick 
the former p.iratrooper, 
messinu up his prolej;eV 
Or were Phil. liill and Gil 
lopsided in their 
mana^emeni oflhis 
psyehedt'lie kid? (note: 
Phil is Phil Af>assi. Bill is 
aiierit Bill Shi'llon. and 
(ill is illness Irainei (fil 
Ke\'es) Bven’bndy 
tlioiitiht so, but maybe 
every'body, m Andre s 
English, had nii.s.sed the 
s( cue. man’. 1 le could be 
rii;ht Had 
Andre Ihe-amazin^' 
jilayed Wimbledon all 
those years we would 
have rni.ssed Ihe hype ot 
1991. And the hype is so 
unrivalled that if 
Wimbledon was little 
less still collared they 
would pul Ihe 'eommtiof 
At^assi’ into tludr 
eoinpediums on the 
championships history. 
For the truth is. thisftuy 



ANDRESA 

SEL^Wc 















wl lo ain’t no contender mystery. 

(bu t will do better than Undaunted,t he WTA 

people expect or want) is slapped a 6000 dollar 

the biggest news in fine on Seles for 

London town. Even withdrawing, since the 

better, with Nike one ’free medical 

executives literally withdrawal’ she is 

guarding his clothes entitled was already 

round the clock, what he used up. 
would wear became In the present 

more import ant than circumstances Seles 

whether the queen must be hugely 

should pay t ax. disappointed at mis.slng 

On teie\ision he says, a shot at the Grand 

■yeah, image is Slam, but it Is her future 

eveiyt hing’. This guy was that matters more and 
a Las Vegas ballboy? No. former burnout kid 
he’s a masterpiece of Tracy Austin says Seles 



Monica Sales: punishing herself with too much tennis? 


marketing. 

Perhaps Monica Seles 
could learn from him, 
’She won’t answer her 
phone’, said Gerry 
Smith, chief executive of 
the Women’s Tennis 
Association, and he 
hardly looked pleased. 

Seles’s agent Stephanie 
I'olleson informed I he All 
England Club that 
Monica was withdrawing 
through Injury, but the 
where, when and what 
was never explained. 

‘Knee’ said the 
newspapers.’Related to 
shin splints’ said Gerry 
Smith, but with no one 
answering the phone it 
became a full fledgai 


could be in danger 
unless she cuts down 
her punishing schedule. 

Said Ms Austin. 
"Young girls these days 
are playing so many 
exhibitions and one 
night stands, it’s 
unbelievable. Monica 
should remember how 
young she is and should 
regulate how often she 
plays. When you get 
Involved in exhibition 
matches day after day it 
takes an awful lot out of 
your body." 

Therein, perhaps, the 
reason for ^les' 
unexplained secrecy. 


ROHITBRIJNATH. 

WIMBLEDON 
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COURT 


QUOTES 


If players 
are not the 
most 

reasonable 
of persons, 
neither is the 
Press... 



M any, many years ago in I he wild, passionate, flower-child 
60's a veteran British journalist, discretion demands 
anonymity, woke up early in the morning to a knock on his 
door. It was Paris in springtime and a time for surprises. 
For in the doorway stood one of the world's leading female 
players, whose identity he obviously is reluctant to 
disclose, for she was clad in a sheer silk peignoir. Confused and disoriented, 
unaware what to think, the journalist invited her for a cup of tea and the 
situation, who knows if there was io be one. was defused. 

This short, short story, while an exaggeration of the relationship between 
players and journalist s. does illustrate to a certain degree how cornfortable both 
were in each other's presence. It was a time of subtlety, when scribes were too 
civilized to pry into private lives, loo proper to Indulge in gossip, more concerned 
with the tennis being played on court. TOs earned them the players’!rust. And 
in roadside cafes and on courtside benches, journalists and players would 
converse convlvially. 

None of this exists now. With exhibitions, charity appearances, exhausting 
training and punishing schedules, players have minimal time for such 
so-called ‘indulgences', A word more from an agent's vocabulary than from his. 
Agents, a rather parasitic breed, are manipulators of an extraordinary degree, 
controlling a player to 
i he extent of deciding 
which newspaper is 
worthy of being allowed 
an interview. In the 
1990s to arrange an 
Interview, you don't call a 
player, you call his 
agent, often with a 
checkbook close at hand. 

In the player's defence, 
the Press gang has 
grown too large to 
accommodate and in 
many cases, too 
awkward and dangerous 
to be given a private 
interview. 

The player-journalist 
combine, barring a few 
exceptions, was an 
uneasy alliance and 
became one of the 
reasons for the 




:Any 
symp- 
dmy 
for 

youroppormt 
having served 
oti those doiibie? 
faiHls? 

MCENROE: Yes, 
Ife^quifebad 
for Mm:] wish he 
hadacedme 
oriRiosepoIr^ 
iiisMad;^ ■ 

.'Ll- .'w! 











p)ost-match Press £ : ' ,, .V y, 

conference, to assuage | ., 

every ego. balance the > ^ 

situation and allow any | 
and every Journalist an ymm 

opportunity to question / ' 

a player. 

At every tournament, Wmjm 

whether ATP or ATF. It is . 'll 

mandatory for a player to 
attend a Press 

conference: should he ■ { » 

desire not to, as has been • 

the case, he Is lined. . ^ 

The result Is IjK;,' 

sometimes interesling. 
rarely fun, often chaotic. 
infrequently violent and af 

too frequently stupid. ^ 

The only incidence ol' 
violence, an oft-repeated 
incident, occurred at j 

Wimbledon of all places 
andthecau.se. (need one |||K‘ 
add?) was John 
McEnroe. 

As a British reporter Hk 

assaulted McEnroe; with y 
a barrage of what 

appeared needless- 

questions t he American contingent expressed their displeasure, 
which, when unheeded, resulted in the Brit being involved in floor-level, 
scrambling nsticufl's with an American counterpart. No wonder then last year 
when McEnroe, lost in Wimbledon's maze of corridors, entered the Press room 
by mistake and was told where he was. he mumbled. "That explains the funny 
smell." 

Sometimes reluctant to provide information, the players are at times uncivil 
and rude. In the players' defence, many of the questions posed 


if A 




: Are 
you 
able 
to 

keep the legal 
problems In 
your life out of 
this 

chcHTiplonships? 

MARTINA: I 
don’t see 








t^cictise 

yesterday, how 
cUd you pcu^ 
thetfme? 

CASH: WeR, 
geez, I didn’t 
realty know. 

You know, I'm o 
newlywed. 
Anything else? 




border on the absui^. 

Take this scenario. 
Stefan Edberg wins a 
five-set Wimbledon final, 
blows kisses to his 
girlfriend, has a quick 
shower, has his head still 
in the heavens, and is 
. then asked.‘How do you 

feel?' Should he say 

How far a joumaW^^ 
l^lk dlfhcult to 

say-must questions be 
kept in context, meaning 

«•». .jBLi. ^ ask only about the day's 

personal problems affect 

" ' her game, like last year, 

:. is it necessary for the 

authorlbes to insist she 

: * f ■ ,.. , will not talk about it?'Yet 

.. .----- - ■ isn't it relevant? 

Again, must reporters ask questions simply to pass time? Must they goad a 
player simply to elicit a reaction and unnecessarily raise his hackles? That 
nothing has changed is perfectly illustrated by some excerpts from interviews 
from Wimbledon'91 

JOHN MCENROE (AFTER DEFEATING JAHME ONCINS) 

Q: Any sympathy for your opponent having served all those double faults 
(13)? 

A: Yes. 1 feel quite bad for him. 1 wish he had aced me on those p>olnts instead. 
Q: John. You were quoted before the tournament as saying that this or next 
year could be your last? 

A: No. I didn't say this. I said next year. 

Q: That is how you feel? 

A: That is how I feel. 

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA (DEFEATED ELNA REINACN) 

Q: Are you able to keep the legal problems in your life out of this 
championships ? 

A: I don't see lawyers hitting the ball out there. Elna may be stud}^ng law. but 
I don't know! 

PAT CASH 

Q: If you didn't end up practising yesterday, how did you pass the time. Wha t 
exactly did you do? 

A: Well. gecz. I don’t know really. I think 1 played a bit of guitar or something. 1 
don't know. You know. I’m a newly-wed. Anything else? 

Q: It must be frustrating being a grass court specialist. To come up against a 
top player.... 

A; 1 thought I got rid of that brand ‘grass court specialist! A grass court 
specialist to me sounds like someone who doesn't play on an;^hing but grass. 
Q: Do you enjoy losing? 

A: No. I hate losing. Who likes losing? 

ARANTXA SANCHEZ VICARIO (DEFEATED BARBRA RIHER) 

Q: I saw the match. Please tell me if you still have the two dogs which were 
given to you after the French Championships? 

A: Yes, 1 have 
Q: Thank you. 

A: Strange. 

The player is not the 
world's most sensible or 
reasonable or cultured 
person. Sometimes 
neither is the Press. 
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ROHtT BRIJNATH, WIMBLEDON 









DECLINING 

HPI^ I been subjected to such 

an endless inquisition. 

AH H^P Hill Yet never before has 

external pressure played 

H A^H such havoc with a 


muiT 
BEINMIH 
joi^ the 
Steffi debate 




WELVE 
months ago, as 
an uncompromising 
German press and an 
Inquisitive public, 
chartered every move 
Peter Graf made and 
recorded every reaction 
of his daughter, the 
intolerable pressure 
forced young Ms Graf to 
snap, "I am thinking of 
moving and living 
elsewhere’. 

Now twelve months 
later, a day after Peter 


Graf actually admitted 
he and Nicole Me 1 sner 
had *a brief affair but 
without much feeling’, 
there are unconfirmed 
rumors that Steffi Graf, 
unable to shrqg off her 
past and her arudefy is 
buying a one million 
pound fiat In Monte 
Carlo. And you can be 
sure It is not the tax 
benefits but the privacy, 
which is luring her away 
from Germany. 

Yet, sympathy ^ide. 
Graf does not hold the 
patent on persecution. 
Too often In &e sports 
history, has a champkm 


been subjected to such 
an endless Inquisition. 
Yet never before has 
external pressure played 
such havoc with a 
champion’s career. 

Martina Navratilova 
faced unending public 
scorn for her sexual 
preferences but found 
the courage to endure. 
Billie Jean King’s affair 
with her secretary 
Marilyn Barnett, 
received undue publiclt}' 
but hardfy hurt her 
game. John McEnroe 
and Jimmy Connors 
were ruthlessly Indicted 
for their unruly 
behaviour, poor 
sportsmanship and 
manipulative maimer 
yet hardly faltered. Ivan 
Lendl’s stone-face look, 
robotic style and foreign 









persona made him 
unloved and 
unappreciated. He 
succumbed to the scorn 
Initially but his 
commitment eventually 
won everyone over. 

Big Blli Tilden. a sad. 
lonely homosexual in the 
late 1920s and 1930s 
died in the solitary 


confines of his hotel 
room. Over60-year&<jld 
and en route to yet 
another tournament, he 
was hardly accepted by 
the American public. But 
though wounded he never 
stopped winning. 
Guillermo Vilas, fined 
and suspended for 
taking Illegal guarantee 


money in the early 
1980s, never recovered 
from the slur, yet while 
his career careened 
downhill the best years 
of Vilas’ were already 
over. 

Pressure then is not 
Grafs sole domain. 
Worse, she is exhibiting 
a frailty under pressure 



not associated with 
champions, and it is 
evident, so perfectly and 
harshly reflected in her 
game. Strange then the 
coincidence that both 
Germans, Becker and 
Graf, face a similar 
predicament. Becker fled 
to Monte Carlo chasing 
anonymity and Graf is 
following suit. Becker’s 
game is believed to have 
lost its potency in tight 
situations and so too 
Grafs. Becker is more 
articulate admitUng his 
‘Head is not right’ al 
times, but from the tight- 
lipped Graf no such 
explanation is 
forthcoming. 

Champions v/ln on self 
belief—the knowledge 
that at 30-40 the shot 
will come. Nerves, 
pressure, sweat is a 
shared commodity 
between all players. Yet 
some succumb while 
others conquer It. Elna 
Reinach admitted she 
was ‘loo scared to win' 
when leading Martina 


"IKNEWTHEOPPO! 


From this low, the path 


can surely only lead 


upwards for Steffi 


here were predictions that Graf would 
dominate women’s tennis for at least a decade'bpt 
Steffi herselfwas not that c(»ifident< taja^8 knew, 
it wasn’t going to be easy.1 knew the oppositkm 
would get tougher and tou^i^r.’ 

Peanut Louie Harper put the feeling ^ihel^scT ; 
pros well. 'When Steffi was wlnnittg^”^* S-Opeoi^' 
were scared of hex. ‘Thai when starts ^ 

three games they weren't afraid. She is snn a 
superwoman, but not an extra-superwoman.’ 















Ron Atkin 












Question: 

What do Mark 
Vermans. Rodopihe 
Gilbert. Derrick 
Rostagno, Karel 
Navacek. Fabrice 
Santoro, Theirry 
Champion and Mark 
Keil have in common? 

They are all tennis 
players. 

Very funny. 

T he answer 

though Is less 
amusing. Each 
one of them has 
been responsible In 
1991 for gradually 
shattering the Illusion 
that once was Pete 
Sampras. 

The kid with the shy 
smile, the Exocet serve, 
has been losing with 
such alarming 
regularity that It Is 
almost unreal that 9 
months ago he was US 
Open champion. 

There’s nothing as 
fame too fast, too early, 
loo young. But there’s 
definitely something as 
fame that short circuits 
the mind. Call it losing 
perspective. 

Here was this 
smooth-stroking, 
blushing-talking, 
playlng-wlnnlng. 
apple-pie American kid 
with a dad called 
Soteriols and a 
paediatrician as a coach. 
He was perfect. He 
played perfect-llke 100 
aces at the US open, not 
99, not 101. And he said 
perfect things, *My 


heroes are Rod Laver 
and Ken Rosewall.* A 
boy who respected 
tradition, who revered 
past heroes, not some 
unholy punk like Andre. 

How could anybody 
not love him? 

Here’s how. 

With endorsement 
money flowing In like 
water from a dam burst. 
Sampras cold 
shouldered the tour and 
dived headflrst into the 
whirlpool of exhibitions. 
Which is okay, but when 
your physique Is as frail 
as his, that becomes not 
okay. Problem was, with 
his shin splints and 
everything. Sampras 
should have been 
gathering his fragile 
body for the Grand 
Slams instead of 
missing them, as he did 
In Australia, because he 
was getting Injured in 
exhibitions. 

That was poor 
strategy and worse, 
wrote American. Bud 
Collins, 'when a friend 
chastised Sampras 
about this exhibition 
overkill and said, "A lot 
of people care for you 
Pete, and hope you’ll 
take care of yourself. 

You could be a great 
player one day," 
Sampras’ only reaction 
was could be?’ 

Sampras then further 
eroded his reputation by 
scorning tradition and 
contradicting all he said 
about Laver and 
Rosewall, by refusing 
US Davis Cup captain 




Tom Gorman’s 
invitation to play 
against Spain some 
weeks ago. 

Gorman, who has 
been previously insulted 
by young American 
upstarts David 
Wheaton, Jim Courier 
and Andre Agassi by 
their disinterest in Davis 
Cup play, said bluntly, 
’With all this big money 
I’m not surprised by 
anything that kids do 
today’. 

Gorman was being 
kind, but American flag 
bearer and Davis Cup 
veteran John McEnroe 
was not. ‘Pete’s either 
getting bad advice or not 
thinking straight. 

'There’s no law that says 
you have to play for your 
country- but why 
wouldn’t you want to? 

Nevertheless the 
Davis Cup Is a personal 
business, and Sampras 
Insisted he wanted to 
practice on English 
grass during that 
period. He began 


losing to self confessed 
’unknown’ Mark Keil, a 
fellow better known for 
breaking his foot every 
six months, but did 
better to reach the finals 
at Manchester where he 
lost four and four 
against Goran 
Ivanisevic. 

Whatever happens at 
Wimbledon could be 
irrelevant in a sense for 
Sampras, for In a few 
months the cycle will 
have come full circle 
and. at the US Open, he 
will be under terrific 
scrutiny. Not only is his 
game In disarray (but he 
Is young and has time) 
but his image is far more 
tarnished and far less 
cleaner. Sport, he must 
know, is not a foiiglvlng 
business. 

Only 19. Pete 
Sampras is learning that 
fame Is fine but fame is 
also demanding. If he is 
to be a great player as he 
believes as many also 
do. he must fulfill them. 
Rohit Brijnath, London 




A SMAIX replica of the 
Statue of Liberty, her 
torch replaced by a 
tennis racket, should 
stand in the middle of Frankfurt 
International Airport. On its 
crown an inscription should read: 
"Give me your recent college 
All-Americans yearning to gel 
their professional careers 
launched. Give me your expatriot 
Czechs and your struggling 
Yugoslavs. Give nteyour homesick 
New Zealanders and Australians, 
and South Africans with limited 
travel privileges." 

Welcome to Germany, the land 
of lederbosen (those funny leather 
pants that yodelers wear), dark 
beer, Stefll Graf and Boris Becker 
(not necessarily in that order), and 
now the unofficial center of the 
tennis world. Even its professional 
tennis leagues are both a boon 
and last bastion for players of all 
rankings, nationalities, ages and 
ambitibns. 

The 20,000-team, 
pyramid-shaped leagues trace 
their huqible beginnings to 
IntercluB matches played in Berlin 
Just before the turn of the century. 
The leagues took on a more formal 
posture after World War I and 
blossomed Into their present 
formaj during the early seventies. 
(The top le^ue is the 10-team 


Dundesliga. or national dKision.) 
Today, the players <-ome mostly for 
the money (sponsors include 
Men-edes-Benz and Bayer), 
which, in most cases, means 
putting their salaries toward 
making it on the pro tour. 

"1 think it’s a great thing, 
particularly if you need the 
money." says Philip Johnson, 26, 
a former All-American at the 
University of Georgia who plays 
No. 1 singles for a third-division 
team in Bielefeld. 

With more than 60 per cent of 
ATP Toiir events now staged in 
Europe, making ends meet is 
particularly challenging for 
Americans who make three or four 
transatlantic irips per year. Even 
without the flights, annual 
expenses for players like Johnson, 
whose mid-200 ranking forces 
him to quality for most major 
touniaments. can be as much as 
$40,000. 

"In the United States you get out 
of college and you either make it 
or you go to work," says George 
Pascal, 29, a player-coach for Bad 
Nauheim since 1984. 'Team 
tennis provides the perfect 
support network for 
players-flnanclal backing, 
coaching. clothing and racket 
contracts. 

According to Pascal, who 


attended Mercy College in New 
York, the No. 1 player on a 
third-division team can earn as 
much as $20,000 for a 
seven-match season, although the 
average is closer to $ 10.000. Many 
clubs also provide extras such as 
airplane tickets and the use of 
cars and apartments. The higher 
the division, the belter the 
contract and perks. 

Top foreigners in the 
Bundesllga, among them Mats 
Wilander, Thomas Muster, Jan 
Gunnarsson, Andrei Cherkasov, 
Wally Masur and Diego Perez, 
have reportedly earned more than 
$10,000 per match. (Foreigners, 
by the way. must appear in at least 
two matches during the regular 
season in order to qualify to play 
in the playofls). And talk about 
popularity! Despite prices that 
range from 25 to 50 marks ($15 to 
$25) per ticket, a team in 
Mannheim aver^es close to 5.0(X) 
spectators per match, 

(Women's teams, even those in 
the first division, have not yet 
generated as much interest as 
their male counterparts and rarefy 
pay their players more than 
$3,000 for a season.) 

Yet money isn’t the only 
attraction. Sporting club 1880 
Frankfurt fthe number stands for 
the year the club was founded), 


Welcome to Germany, the land of dark beer, Steffi Graf and Boris Beaker an 





An Offer 
1 Gduldn*t 
Refuse 
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Most players first find out about 
clubs In Genmany through 
contacts with other players or by 
playlr^ totimaments therti. Wfy 
case was no different. 

I was playing a satefitte 
tournament In Portugal In 19^^ I 
had Just finished practising when 
a G<^an player mention^that 
his club was looking for a ; 
foreigner. One month later 1’ 
signed a contract to play Ibr a. 
team in Marburg, a town smack in 
the middle of the country that 
counts a 1,000-ycar-old cswtie. ■ 
among Its many M«lleval 
trappings. 

A tew weeks later, while in 
France. I received an c^er from a 
club there, but It didn't come close 
to matching the financial benefits 
of my Marburg deal. I shouldn't 
have been surprised. "It’s not l&e 
in Germar^," explains 
Christopher Fagmiez of the 
French Tennis Federation. Tn, 
France, the clubs don't pay a lot 
moirey." 

Nevertheless, many talented 
Frenchmen play for flrst-and 
secpnd-dlvision squads, incJuding 
Guy Forget, the world's No. 20 
player a^ose Racing Club of 
France team won its eighth 
Ekiropean championship this year. 

Sp^'s traditional chan^Um. 
Real Barcelona (with Emilio arid 
Javier Sanchez), la one of the 
Radng Club's fiercest rivals, 
althou^ the majority of Spanteh 
teams don't pay their ptayero, 
Belgium and Holland su^fimt 
mme meager leagues. 

Switzerland, whose best teante , 

pay up to $9,000 for a 
seven-match season, comes 
closest to the German model. But 
not, aiqiarently. elose enouj^: Ita 
best pdayer, Marc Rosset. n6w 
domi^es for Barnberg in the 
%oaeaffga. \. 
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Almighty 

DEUTSCHE 
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While the BimdesUga offers pros 
yet another arena for profitable 
en^iloyment, it can also lead to 
questionable behaviour those 
who tty to mix team play with the 
ATP and ITF circuits. Do some 
players compromise themselves 
by trying to grab from both? 

Take the case of Soviet 
left-hander Alexander Volkov, a 
one-day sensation at the 1990 
U.S. Open when be felled No. 

1 -seed Stefan Edberg in ftte first 
round. Did he tank his second 
round match to Todd Wltsken In 
order to fulfil his contract with 
Berlin's Rot-Weiss Club that week? 

Only Volkov knows for sure,- But 
his hectic travel schedule looked 
suspicious. The 23-year-cdd flew 
from Berlin to New York and lost In 
the opening round of the 
(non-ATP) Tournament of,. 
Champions the week prior to the 
Open. Thus he collected 
first-round loser money, plus a 
possible guarantee. He quickly 
flew back to play weekend 
matches for his German club, 
which may pay him as much as 
$30,000 for the short season. 
Volkov then returned to New York 
and beat Edberg on the first 
Tuesday. (Does this show that jet 
lag is overrated?) Despite a fine 
display against Edberg, earning 
him $8,607, Volkov evhicod onfy 
fukewarm hope of going much 
fiuther in the Open. He didn’t, and 
was soon on another Berhn, 
bound-jet. 

', "Volkov’s under contract to 
Hot*Weiss, and th^ expeict him to 
hcHtour that contract, US Open or 
no US Open," Says a Gerrnan 
aouroe. 

An eaay-money club match ^ 
more impor|lm>t than the U.S. 
Open? "In ti^csso yes," says the 
source. 

IMCVWm ^ 





Regionallga, ot second-division 
team, features a pair of 
21 -year-old Czechs, Libor 
Nemecck and Radek Zahraj, who 
defected to Germany in 1986 to 
escape the then stifling rules and 
travelling restrictions behind the 
Iron Curtain. Henri De Wet. a 
28-year-old South African who 
was ranked 150th in the world in 
'84. was frustrated by his inability 
to travel to countries that opposed 
apartheid. "Playing for a (earn was 
a way for me to gain access." says 
De Wet. who represents a team 
near Dusseldorf and hopes one 
day to be granted German 
citizenship. 

For Steve Guy. 31. a New 
Zealand Davis Cupper once 
remked No. 109 in the world, team 
tennis means a home away from 
home-and a way to .save on 
$2,000 round-trip airfares. Guy 
was given an apartment, 
conveniently located just a few feet 
from the courts, and though he 
occasionally complains about 
missing his family, he has c ome to 
enjoy a cultural education that 
includes a generous supply of 
we/zen (wheat) beer. 

Yugoslav Vlado Zibrat also 
suffers from homesickness, 
despite the fat;t that he brought 
his wife and 2-year-old son to live 
with him in Marburg, where he 
plays for a fourth-division team. 
Zibrat. who at one time was 
ranked eighth in his country, is 
one of about 50 Yugoslavian 
players in Germany. The vast 
majority of them hold no illusions 
about their playing careers. They 
have one basic goal: to make more 
money in Germany than they 
could ever earn back home. 

"Yugoslavia has club tennis, but 
even the best players don’t get 
paid," says Zibrat. 31, who has 
already In 'vested some of his 
German marks in real estate near 
his hometown of Marlbor. just 
across the Austrian border. He 
plans to leave Germany in two 
years. 

Gideon Hllb. Frankfurt's coach 
and a former BundesUga player, 
sajra that, with few exceptions, 
German players are paid more 
than the foreigners. In addition, 
Pascal says the system can "sf>oU" 



Thomas Muster: one of the top money-makers in the Bundeeiiga 


young players, who are more 
conc-emed with mulntainiiig their 
rankings and lucrative contracts 
than developing their games. 

"They grow afraid of losing and 
don'i play as much," Pascal 
laments. 

That’s not the i^ase with Patrick 
Kuhnen. Germany's fifth-ranked 
player. Tlie 1988 Wimbledon 
quarterflnallst played No. 2 
singles for Frankfurt this year. 
Investing the money he made to 
further his fledgling career. "It's lot 
of fun playing team tennis," says 
Kuhnen, 24. playing down the 


money factor. "The pressure is not 
as much as it is when you're 
playing on the circuit." 

Don't try to convinct* Eliot 
Teltscher 'IVo years ago. 

the three-time US Open 
quarterfinalisl lost a BundesUga 
match to Henrik Sundslrom. 6-0. 
6-0. Nevermind that Teltscher 
was in semi-retirement at the 
time. The Frankfurt papers 
screamed about how the 
American wasn’t hying. But 
Teltscher showed’em. The next 
day he went out and lost to Jonas 
Svensson. 6-4.6-3 # 











Cuitkiy AmbroM l« stiH 
a Mhal vraapon 


*Th«WiiicHef 
tour manage* 
mentimist 
stimulate the 
players to 
think posi* 
tivelyand 
play to their 
potential. 
The senior 
players must 
set the 
example to 
improve 
morale as 
they have 
potential to 
comeback 
and vfin the 
series** 

Tony Cozier 


TOMMV HINOLEY 



LESSONS IN THE 


The rained-out match provided interesting insights into [)oth sides 












WIHDIES IN EHGUND 


t was the best of times. 

It was the worst of times in 
the second Test at Lord’s. 

Elegant strokes and nimble 
^^^^^footwork of C 2 krl Hooper, 
^^^pugnadous batting of Ae 
master blaster Vivian Richards, the raw 
coureige and ravishing square cuts of 
Robin Smith and a hostile spell from 
Curtley Ambrose were cricketing visions 
to cherish. A midsummer night’s dream 
come true. But the fickle En^ish weather 
had the last laugh. Incessant rain 
washed away the fourth day’s play and 
only 29 balls were possible on the last 
day. It was a match full of cricket's 
glorious uncertainty. At the end both 
skippers felt they were in with a chance. 
Until the weather broke-’the vengeance | 
of the almighty.’ said some who abhor 
Test play on Sunday-the suspense of an 
exciting finish was Imminent. 

As always the Lord’s Test was the piece 
de resistance of England’s summer 
sporting circuit: Ascot. Wimbledon and 
the Henley Royal Regatta. It was not so 
much a cricket match, but a social 
occasion. The top hat. bow tie or three 
piece suits, brollies of all colours and 
shapely blondes and brunettes, in the 
latest fashionable dresses were as much 
a feast to the eye as some of the 
sumptious cricket. Feminists may detest 
It. but Lord’s is the last bastion of 
tradition. Women are still not allowed in 
the famous long room. Still Lord’s is 
nowadays quite democratic. The West 
Indian supporters disdain tradition and 
formal attire. They came in jeans and 
T-shirts, colourful .sweaters and anoraks. 
Both sets of supporters had plenty to 
cheer about in a very honourable draw. 
The scheduled visit of the Queen on the 
last day of the match did not take place 
due to the rain. Instead both teams went 
to tea at Buckingham Palace, liie debate 
about the possible result continued even 

RAIN! 


with the royalty. Anticipated future 
skipper of the Wlndies. Desmond Haynes 
said. Tf play had been possible on the 
fourth day. we could have scored about 
300 runs and with a first innings lead of 
65 runs, could have declared and put 
England under pressure on the last day." 
The dour and phlegmatic Gooch 
countered, "It was overcast and cloudy. If 
it had not rained we could have dismissed 
Windles under 200 runs in their second 
knock as we had the right bowlers Pringle 
and DeFreltas for these conditions. After 
all they struggled to 12 for 2 in just thirty 
minutes of play on the last day. We bat 
better in such conditions and could have 
chased 250 runs for a win in the second 
knock." 

The match provided some interesting 
insights into both sides. A.query on 





Robin Smith's 
century 
saved England 
as did the rain 
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SCORECARD 


// , 

iisir^ 


- If';':, • 




Siqunom c Lamb b Hide 
P. Hae^atas e Russell)) Prince 
It Itidiardson cl}d’'rettm b Hkk 
G. Hooper cLambb Prince 
V. lUdwr^S Ibw b 
ULL, l«!^ie b OeiPreitas 
Ihi^c Laid} b Pringle 
mJ>- Mihail Ibw b Prii^e 
G. Jtobrose c and b Malcolm 
GA WMshc Atherton bPhn^, 
t J3 A Alen not out 
,9|ttras ffa-4, lb-7, t^19) 

1PTAL 


^ail QfWlckeU; 1-80,2-102,3-^ 4-S»t 


33 

.^OePreitaa 

60 

Siting 

67- 

'.cHiekbMalci^ 

111 

batting ' 

68 


5 


20 


25 


6 

* 

10 


1 


29 

Extras 


2 

4 


418 


11^,7-362,8-402,8-410,10-418. 
POWUNG; DeFmtas3LA^lh^<dciaTtt 
•18-3.M-1; ' ; / ■ 

l6-2-60-0;PrMe35.1‘«-10&-S;Hidt 
W57'2:<Soodh.2-0-8-0, 


TOTAL(2 wickets) 12 

Fall of wicketo; 1<8,2-10. 

BOWLING; D^i^tiRas 3-2-M; 
Malcolm 2.6-0-8-L = 


g AaaodtbWfOcfb 
A. A^iertbn b Aibbrose 
IS Alindt c Ridiardsoo bAmbroee 
lAwbe.Haynea b Mbrdid^ 
iplt j^tamj^mkasb cRidiar^ b Altin 

MlO fttaaell c PtO<n bHoa|W 

^cSinnnoaisbdwtfi k--' 
I elhyon bMardiiilS. 
Eatabbib’ ' 



^IbAnbroae 
j$li Ambrose 


■ is 


^'lbl»trts: 1-6.2^4 3viffl,'4^'i4»]i^!i80, ■ 
Mli«; 8 -S 8 a. 10-364. ...... ,■ '■'< . 

lAmbroee 84-IOW-4? 
liaO^TS-StWaldtSOAlO-l;' ' 


37 

5 

0 

1 

• 24 
148 
46 
■ 3 S 
28 


'854 


IMdnetbat 


* -Av. 








■ - - ■,^4., .a, 


everybody’s lips Is, will the Wlndles stage 
a comeback or Is the formidable side on 
the decline? Thoughtful fast bowler 
Courtney IValsh dismisses allegations 
about being on the decline. He says, "1 
have heard this theoiy ever since Clive 
Lloyd retired. We lost the opening Tests 
against both Pakistan and England but 
did not lose the series. Similarly we had a 
shaky opener versus Australia at home 
but came back to dominate them and win 
the series. It will be the same here." 


However ex-sklpper Clive Uoyd made a 
pertinent point. "A disturbing factor Is 
that Wlndles cannot run through the 
opposition as before. At both Headingley. 
lied’s and at Lord’s England were reellnj 
at 121 for 6 and 84 for 5 but recovered to 
make a comfortable score. Aso Logie. 
Simmons and Richardson are still to 
adapt to the cold and wet conditions 
which has weakened the batting." 

At Lord’s the Wlndles for once seemed i 
bowler short. Ambrose is still lethal. 
Boycott rates his face hi^ rising 
deliveries and fastyorkers as amongst 
the best he has seen. His opening spell oi 
the afternoon of the second day was as 
menacing or destructive as einy scud or 
patriot missile. The doyen of cricket 
writers. E.W. Swanton says. "As for 
Ambrose, 1 have seen little fast bowling a 
Lord’s more demanding than his opening 
spell here. Yes. I would rate him more 
hostile than Hall and Griffiths here tn 
1963 or Keith Miller back in 19.56." But 
Ambrose did not have the support from 
the other end to trigger a collapse. Walsh 
has lost rhythm, is troubled with his run 
up and appears jaded. Marshall Is still ai 
intelligent bowler who troubles batsmen 
with his variations but is no more a strik 
bowler. Debutant Ian Allen has a whippy 
action and is nippy, a bit like Marshall oi 
his first tour to India in 1978. His lime 
will come but yet he lacks the calibre to 
run through Test sides. Benaud 
describing Allen's action says, "He does 
not have a full circle of the arm and is 
loose shouldered but does not use his 
body much." 

■rhe Wlndles missed Patrick Patterson 
who is nursing a calf muscle injury. 
Manager Lance Gibbs hinted. "If 
Patterson does not recover fully by the 
Trent Bridge Test, we may think of flying 
out Ian Bishop who Is reported to be fulh 
fit." 

In their first Innings. England were 
tottering at 16 for 3 and 84 for 5 but 
recovered to 354 all out, Robin Smith wa 
England's saviour with his 5th Test 
century and highest score of 148 not out 
studd^ with 20 fours off 271 balls. The 
pugnacious Smith swayed away from th( 
rising delivery, pulled and square cut 
ferociously and was strong off his feet. 
When a follow-on seemed Inevitable, 
Smith and Russell revived fortunes with 
courageous 96 runs stand for the slkth 
wicket. English eyes were smiling again 
at Lord's. Did Smith and Russell bat 
brilliantly or did the famed Wlndles pace 
quartet lack the hostility of yore? Tl^ 
query will remain one of cricket’s 
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IMIAiKIIIMI watching the current West Indies-Engtand 
sertei) proposes some cnanges in the Caribbean lineup for 
them to reculture their former glory... 


W HEN the 
Pakistan 
team 
arrived 

Englland 

on the 1987 lour my 
greatest worry was to 
survive the June 11661 
matches with our 
confidoice intact 
The first two Tests for 
me were crucial because 
usually in June there is 
a fair amount of doud 
cover and plenty of fresh 
grass on the pitches and 
In the outfield Asa 
result, the ball moves off 
the wicket all day long, 
more so than any 
country In the w^d 
except New Zealand, 
and most oversoftO 
batsmen who hswe not 
played in Ehglatkttend 
to btrug^e in these 
conditions 

Our batting In the first 


Test at Old Trafford was 
collapsing when rain 
came to our rescue. The 
aecxmd Tei^ was washed 
out bdToie we could bat 
The sttn came out in 
Jufy and we cfomlnated 
the itsnatnlng three 
Test% exsoept for one 
dandy morning at 
Ed^Mstcm wh^ the 
ball suddenly began to 
move'and we were in 
danger of losing the Test 
as our batting collapsed. 
It was somethbig like the 
vmy the West Indes 
batted at the feeds Test 
on the last day, 
the West Indies' best 
hope in the first Test was 
for the three batsmen 
with experience of 
county ndoket to make a 
dgniiUant contribution. 
<h:d<tftliMainonly 
RtohazdSwas ip form 
mid acertainty to pUsy, 

. Mayni^iidfs 

thfi^ an^ 

Wftt hdured. 

lucky that no Use 


1 leadingl^ piti h they 
did not have to lace 
seam bowlers of the 
calibre of Geoff Arnold 
and Mike Hendrick 
Both were masters of 
seaming wickets and I 
played against them at 
Headlngley in the 1970^ 
when on different 
occasions both made a 
powerful batting line-up 
kxik like a bunch of 
novices 

There was some 
criUclsmofthe 
Headingiey pitch which I 
felt was unmr Certainly 
there was uneven 
bounce but it was slow 
bounce and hence not 
dai^gerous The 
movement was only 
partly due to the pilch, it 
was mc«e due to the 
cloud cover and to the 
danmuess 

England are on ahigh 
and their fielding looked 
like it did when T came to 
En^and on my first tour 
in 1971. Our senior 
players used ix) teU ua 
not to bother to look 


back ifyou edged a ball, 
just to walk straight ttk 
the pavilion. w 

The West Indians ^ 
have got themselves in a 
mess at the moment 
because oi an injury to 
Greenldge. They should 
not drop Hooper as I feel 
he has immense 
potential and is capable 
of playing a 

matchwinnlng innings. 

They should Instead 
chan^ the batting 
combination. 

Richardson should open 
with Haynes because, 
firstly, he is in excelleilt 
form and, secondly, the 
change frtun to 




jMychdtogical'-nnd he 
u$^ to (men befene he 
phyed Testcrtokeft 


His team need Mm V 







should realise that a 
captain veiy rarely 
succeeds in leading from 
behind. 

Alscvhe must realise 
that bwlers and 
captains go on the 
defensive much more 
readily when a batsmarii 
attacks with only one 
wicket down. lather 
than when they are 
three wickets down 

I also think the time 
has come (o play the 
promising Lara Of what 


I saw of him on hts Test 
debut in Lahore he 
seemed to have a lot of 
potential. 

The West Indlerf 
greatest worry, apart 
irom the weaUier. Is 
Graham Gooch I must 
say It Is amazing Why 
someone with his ability 
hasn 1 been a greater 


success In Test cricket. 

I remember him 
scoring 198 in a 55-over 
Benson and Hedges 
match against Sussex in 
1982 H vras the type of 
Innings which only Vlv 
Richards. Gordon 
Greenidge or Zaheer 
Abbas, during my 
cricketing career, could 


have played It was one 
of the most devastating 
innings I have ever seen 
in one-day crlt ket 
His greatness lies in 
the (act that he has 
scored runs against 
good Test bowling 
attacks Yet what 1 find 
so amazing is that 
someone with his talent 
should so often lack 
confidence In himself 
He should now not 
lack confidence but go 
(or the kill 

COUHTfSV OAliyTEUQSAPH 
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The lime has 
come for 
Richards to bat 
at No. 3. His 
team need him to 
take on the 
opposition 
before the 
pressure builds 
up on the batting 
lineup 









W HEN Sachin 
Tendiilkar 
received his 
Higher 

>Sec(»idary results and 
he found out tha t he 
failed by six mai^« he 
sawfed. Hewentto;the, 
Bombay University 
camptis and askedfdr a 
re-checkof 
thepapera. 

And s^ce he v^s such a 
famous young person, 
the University 
authorities went into a 
. tizzy. They agreed to the 
re-check immediately 
and they also allowed 
. him Into the inom where 
it was being 
done.. Professor 
Qokuldas Pattulos. 
well-known lecturer in 
mathematicawasdoing 
the re-check. Sachin 
stood nearby. In a 
, pinstripe suit and a red 
tie. sipping the dririk of 
tte new gerieration from a 
flask and periodicaily 
freshening up with Brut. 

* Why is the room so 
hot?' he asked Prof. 
Qokuldas. 

, The Professor, a 
balding man. in his late 
lUlies amd with thick 
, spectacles (m his nose, 
looked up from over the 
top ofthe specs and said, i 
TTiere is a fan in the 
room.' 

*Yeah' Sachin said. 
looking up at the slow 
moving blades of an 
18 th centujy fan and 
said, ’why can't you 
aircondition the place? I 
can't imagine that I 
studied in an University 
where there are no air 
^ndltionors.' 

•Where do you stay ?* 
.asked the Prof. . 

Tn Bombay, adierc 
else ^rgjiled Saimfri. 

‘Oh’jT^lied thOProf, 
The way you were 
spea^ig. it amuld seem, 
a^lTyou were ^yingin 



When 


Sachin 


Fe 


m 


X 


Short! 


Sadiin did notaaw. 
anything. HO lodki^ 
down at his v,’ 

and decided that tse . 
needed another pair in 
match the ccdoifr of bis . 
suit. 

The Prof. meamiibiiB/ 
waslookfrtgtithis 
answers ar^ then he 
begantogig^c.,Heputjfc: 
hand ov(frliismOudibi^ 
somehow the g^S^e 
camethrouj^a^ ' / • 
sounded Hitt asqueidc fri / 
the room, v' 

*Vt^t‘8 life matter’'" 

. asked Sachk?«j. 


lips pursed^friafliln 
lliwand 

Oil his londiead. '-h ; 



























iMrov ^ked 
: ^ capital of 

Demi^k.you have 
answered Oman.' 

'What's so funt^ about 
• that?* asked Sachin/ f 
find nothhig hmny in 
that’ . 

'1 don’t want to 
discourage youtbut 
Onutn tea oounhy in the 
NOddterBast and has 
nothing to do with 
Etemnatk.' 

‘Hey hsten, you Knart 
alei^. do you knowhow 

to B<|^iaredttn^sted 
s«d^,asdd«n3y 


‘Have you faced Abdul 
Qadir. EH) you know that 
J have swatted him over 
long on for a six in 
Parian.’ 

‘I am sorry; the Prof 
replied.‘I don't 
understand. Was Qadir 
an examiner in your oral 
examsT 

Ihe Prof again began 
to concentrate on the 
answer sheet and this 
time, hte giggle bui^tlnto 
loudlauiditeT. 


ui^ter. 

rumaCsl 



matt^'asked Sadfin. 

Wcn.'n^li«d thePPof. 
1 have nerwsr come across 
an answer Ifito this. 
/V^enasked ahoutvdtot 

you d)inka|)out^e 
. Mldtfle East DWltiodii 


never 


‘ iazn^ 

.best-dghteen-yem’-okl 
crtcketer^ln the country 
and itdctes not matter at 
all that 1 don’t know die 
capitaltd’fiteimatk (HT 

said ^chto-iidoe^k 
matter that i drm'tloid^ 
anythirig abotttthe 
Middle East p<»9iUon. 
CHcay. leJl me, howdo^ 
go home?' 

ProfiGokuldas 
Patttdos looked at 
Sachin amazed. He 
realised that ttie young 
man was to an extrenv^ 
beltji@»ent mood and he 
knewtfaathe had tobe. 
carefid with the answers. 

WeJl.’rephedPtbf: 
GokuldasPattuious, Igo 
homeby Wcycle.' 

'Ha', said ^chin. 'and 
you know how i go home. 
In a heavenly Mue 
Marutl. That's the 
dlflereiice. Ootlt?l 
have a music system in 
toe car. Ihaveacompact 
disc systemai home.’ 

Butthefto>f. 
toterrupted him and 
said. ‘Can 1 ask you a 
question?’ „ 

Sachin was 
nonplussi»l fora 
mcmiein and >th<m he' 
said, tio ahead man, go 
ahead.', r \ 

'Could you tieii me ridio 
becanto l^me Minteter 
aftte* Indira Ctendhl was 
assatestoate^ >. - 
Eora fewseconds. 
there was asilence to the 
roonv^mept fisr toe 
cretodz^of the ihn' 
blades above hte head, 
^chto thought haf!d.He 
soratchadhte head with 
hte fingons: then be 
cradred a knuckle 
' taiifhQtiuee.jtett' ' 


I * vte-:5 *111 •'-El 


wh8i?‘Mah.4lo^ii . 
ntettoF.1iisathe.h0to.l^ 

. in Imeith*' - 


employed at Sungrace 
Tiiafetlato and that learn 
aJlve figure aalaiy? What 
does tt matter who the 
Prime Minister is? You 
get the point?’ 

Gdkuldas 
p^uloswasbusy 
: ktotoigaliahanWer 
i^ieeiaitottoce again. . : 
these was a i^ile (m his 
face. BitoSadito had > . \ 
eiHHigh. '■ 

1 don't want tohearmy 
answers' he said, 'hutafi. 
I ftenszy^te this. 
who spoi^ a six evc^:'’ 
time he gets onac^li^t' 
pitch. It's hutofitaiihgto 
failbyslxmarlni.'’' 

The Prof, adped hb:'; 
face a^toato^kctotoihf 
and said. *l , 

newsforyou.-Ihave . ■ 
re-cheeked the papers 
and there has bmt a 
wrong calculatloh to . 
yiHn'imithspajWr ' ' 
Itmteadofg^togshc. ’ . 
5W1 were marimdbb!^; 
six'. ' 

,' , 'Here.' see itVtotd ■' 
Sadito saw t^t todeeiilf 
was true. The addttton Of 
the marks was wrong. 

'Okay; he said, digging 
into hte wafiet.‘how 
much?’ 

’Whateveryoudestre’ 
thelWmeek^ rqpliM. , 

Sachto gave him a 
hundred btkk note atol^ 
said. ‘Pye hyc. Bee you. 1;; 
don't care. I am gdng# 
Australia next season \ 
and that's tt. I don't care 
about my HS results/ ' A 

Prof. Gokuldas j- 
Pattulos pocketed the.'.. 
hundred rupee nol^ahd 
sa^'Hope youliave a 
good time in Melbourne.* 

'What Melbourne. 
Tefooume^said Sac^^.' 
with dii^ust. as he ^ 
tamed towards thedoorl 
toewerhea^of the place, 
fm going to Austte^^ 












— TCtERMAN ATHT.RTTRS') — 

UNITED WE FALL 


Unification does not appear to have made Germany twice the 
team it was. Instead, it seems half as good 


E x Olympian 
Pi ()1( ssor 
Manlrecl 
Slflnbach a 
spoils inanafter at the 
Ftdeial Ministry of 
Heallli In Bonn 
piedu ted that Ei^ht to 
twelve gold medals arc 
possible for <i united 
Germany at the 1991 
lAAI*'World 
C hampionships In 
Tok\ o I lowever the 
golden dream for 
Cjcnnan athletics may 
not matenalibc 
The major snag being 
the athletes from the 
eistwhile Eastern sector 
(till 1990 the formidable 
GDR) have not adapted 
to the free market 
ec onomy and different 
attitudes to training 
Without the c rutch of 
Statt support many 
renowned former East 
Gennan athletes are 
struggling Uniilcation 
does not appeal to haye 
made Germany twit e 
the team it was but hall 
as good 

Tills was evident in 
the recent Dairy C rest 
Games at C rystal 
Palace London The first 
Inf emabonal between 
United Germany and 
Britain suit e 1939 
Britain won the men s 
eyent by a solltaiy point 
Three timewoild 
retord holder in the shot 
put Udo Beyei was 
beaten to third place by 
21 year-old Matthew 
Simson Beyer who has 
heaved the shot over 22 






metres, could Just 
manage 19.12 metres at 
Crystal Palace. An 
unknown Englishman. 
Jonathan Edwards beat 
former world junior 
record holder, Voker Mai 
In the triple Jump to 
third place. The British 
men won ten events to 
Germany’s seven. 

The German women 
triumphed by 169 
points to 133 but victory 
was not as 
overwhelming as 
expected. 

The biggest surprise 
was the eclipse of world 
record holder Sabine 
Busch in the 400 metres 
hurdles. A couple of 
years ago, Busch 
clocked a remarkable 
53.24 .secs, for the 
distance. At lx>ndon. she 
was four seconds adrift 
of that time. <'oming 
fourth. 

Why has united 
Germany not become 
the expected athletic 
giants? 

Last year in the 
European 

Championships at Split, 
Yugoslavia, the GDR 
athletes won 12 gold out 
ot 34 medals making the 
current debacle 
mystifying. 

1988 Olympic Javelin 
throw gold medaJlisi 
Petra Felke was 
unperturbed. She 
stressed. "We have not 
yet peaked aitd will peak 
for the World 
Championships at 
Tolqro in Aug. ■91," But 
is it so simple? 

I.ack of camaraderie is 
evident In the German 
team. The former West 
German athletes have 
little sympathy for the 
ex-GDR athletes. Some 
of the more cynical even 
said, "More rigorous 
drug testing is exposing 
the once wonderful GDR 
athletes." 



The biggest 
surprise was 
the eclipse of 
world record 
holder Sabine 
Busch in the 
400m hurdles. 
A couple of 
years ago, 
Busch clocked 
a ronarkable 
53.24 secs. At 
London, she 
was four 
seoonids 
adrift of that 
time 


However. Frank Dick, 
Britain's chief coach of 
athletics was more 
charitable. He says, 
"Athletes from East 
Germany are learning to 
stand on tlieir own 
feet for the first time In a 
system which is alien to 
them and they are 
struggling to adapt." 

The Europjean 400 
metres women’s 


champion. Gritt Breuer. 
another East German 
sensation, standing 
nearby nodded and said. 
"We're not such an 
organtsed group as 
before and our goals are 
more individual." 
Strongman Udo Beyer 
admitted some difficulty 
in coping wltli the effects 
of capitalism and the 
gospel of the free market 
economy "There’s no 
free lunch", he said. 

Yes. many GDR 
athletes still hanker for 
the old world order when 
600 full-time trainers 
regulated their lifestyle 
and the State looked 
after expenses. Even 
spnnt queen Katrin 
Krabbe, with an annual 
income of £ 250.000 and 
a sponsored Mercedes 
yearns for the old order. 

Krabbe. \rith the looks 
of a Sabatlni and the 
muscles of a Navratilova, 
says. "The athletic 
success of East 
Germany was a result of 
the soci^ system we 
had. We were successful 


in sport, because of how 
society was organised. 
People who criticise i1 
arejealovjsofits 
success. Why do people 
hint at doping when 
mentioning our 
successes? Why not 
about the USA, where 
more athletes have been 
caught doping than in 
our country? That’s a 
little bit strange to my 
mind." 

Krabbe feels that the 
individual choice and 
wealth she has achieved 
in a year are not worth 
the price. She has 
received death threats 
which have scared her 
and is unused to altered 
training schedules to 
suit the demands ol’ 
corporate hospitality. 
The athletes of erstwhile 
East Germany still face 
teething problems in the 
changed ideology of 
united Germany which 
seems to have 
temporarily marred 
their usual brilliance in 
track and field. 

Nevy KiWHlIa, London 






























FOCUS 








Unlike football, basketball since its creation has kept changing its 
own rules; always with the aim of finding the best solution 


I 

! 




7 7/E origins ofhasketbaH go hack to the Mayans and i 
Axtecs: "pok-ta pok"or "Tlatrhlt". The ball th^used | 
was made of rubber and the game, which was part of j 
religious ritual, took place on a part surrounded by ; 

walls with two rings at the two ends at least three ■ 
metres from the ground. The ball's trajectory' 
cxpre.ssed the pendular movements of the heavenly 
bodies as the Mayas imagined them. The ball could | 

bounce while in play and the players (three or four) 
could only strike it with the elbow, the hip or the knee. 
As a result, the game was often dangerous, and 
doubtless curious to watch. 

i 

C ENTURIES later, at a college In the 

North East of the Unites States, the : 

young students used to get bored in ! 
their gji'm lessons during the winter, j 
After much searching for a remedy, j 
they were invited to put a ball through i 
a ring. In this way. modem basketball was bom. one 
hundred years ago. 

it was at the YMCA international training college in 
Springfield, Massaf-hussets that basketball's modem 
history began. The school prepared its students to 
teach physical education by means of I 

all-round sports training including track, cycling, ! 

team sports like rugby and. of course, gymnastics. j 
which, by virtue ofthe suppleness It induces. | 

constitutes the ABC of .all sport...and like the ABC. it 
is not very exciting, especially when the New England 
winters keep you inside for months on end. 

After all the techniques of the Cld World had been 
tried in turn and neither the Swedish method nor the 
French programme had succeeded in putting these 
spirited young men on their mettle, the need for a new 
game became apparent; a team game which could be 
practised Indoors. 

The students grew impatient and rebellious and 
inspiration failed a number of teachers faced with the 
problem. Finally, the class fell into the hands of Dr 
Naismith. This man knew what his pupils needed | 
and. what is more, shared their distaste for 
gymnastics. His first mea.sure was the abolition of all 
apparatus and floor exercises. This was a little high 
handed of him. no doubt, but had the immediate 
advantage of winning over his audience. 

The problem still remained and Naismith quickly 
realised that outdoor team games would be difiicult to 


SI 






adapt to indoor conditions. His colleagues’ attempts 
had come to nothing. The space available conditioned 
the game, its rules and the players. Moreover, a 
sport gives rise to a series of habits which are 
difllcult to change. Something new was needed. The 
doctor therefore boldly set out to innovate on the basis 
of principles which reflect his practical and 
pedagogical approach: an enclosed space and a 
positive spirit: the players as a free individual, all of 
whose contacts must pass through the ball. His five 
initial premises were as follows: 1) This sport shall be 
played with a round ball, with the hands: 2) Each 
player may move wherever and whenever he wishes 
on the court, but 3) he may not walk with the ball, and 
4) there shall be no personal contact between the 
players. FlnaUy 5), the goal will be high up and 
horizontal to the ground. Thus, Nalsmlth left the 
players free to move around as far as possible, but in 
an enclosed space, it was obviously impossible to play 
with the foot, and spontaneous movements obviously 
had to be tightly controlled. He then added 13 
fundamental, descriptive rules to these five essential 
points. 

After a long period of experlmentaUon, the 
transition was made from an insUnctlve idea of the 
sport to a veiy well thought-out game based on 
quasi-scientific principles. As for the philosophy 
behind it. we may quote the words of Nalsmlth 


Basketball made its first Olympic appearance in 
Berlin in 1936 (inset) 

Basketball celebrates its 100th birthday I The 
sport as seen by Catalan artist Arranz-Bravo 

himself: 'A game created for the love of human 
relations Into which the athletes can put all their 
physical, moral and spiritual strength without the 
^cesses which could make it an Instrument of the 
devil". 

The students were happy and the school syllabus 
offered them a new activity for the winter which gave 
them sufflcienl physical training and, at the 
Mme time, demanded of the pupil in his handling of 
the ball, his movements around the court and his 
attempts to score by shooting the ball through a high, 
narrow basket, sufflclent efforts, both physical and 
mental. In terms of suppleness, tactics and 









''This sport, with its speed, uncertainty and tension up to the last 
second and unexpected changes in the outcome, corresponds to 
our modem way of life, "Stankovic 



Hartem Globettxjttora, the ambassadors of 
basketball have helped propagate the game all 
over the world 

concentration. There were 18 pupils In the class, so 
Nalsmith divided them into two teams of nine; three 
forwards, three centres.three backs. A game had been 
bom. 

Basketball-the name was not hard to flnd-was 
embraced enthusiastically by the universities and 
other training colleges, given the great demand there. 
Women's colleges, too. were not slow in Joining the 
craze. The YMCA and YWCA network played a major 
role in the propagation of the game. The story may 
sound almost too good to be true, but it is a fact that 
few sports have been as successful. Less than three 
years later, it arrived in Europe, where the first match 
was played in Paris. In 1991, again in Paris, the first 
International tournament was held among American. 
Italian and French teams. 

For all its initial success, basketball expanded 
slowly thereafter. First of all. it had to break out of the 
narrow confines of the sports colleges. It was not until 
the 1920s that it came to be considered as a real sport. 
Nevertheless, the game still came under the tutelage 
of another federation, the Handball Federation. Until, 
one day in 1932. the basketball officials went before 
the IHF congress meeting in Stockholm to ask for 
their Independence, which was granted. 

The new federation, created in Geneva the same 
year around eight federation (ARG, GRE, ITA. POR, 
ROM. SUl. TCH and Lithuania), with Leon Bouffard of 
Geneva at its head, was quickly recognised by the IOC 
and succeeded in getting its sport on the 
programme of the Games of the XI Olympiad. That is 
how basketball came to be played at the Games for the 
first time in Berlin in 1936. 

Unlike football, basketball since its creation has 
kept changing its own rules; the game has constantly 
evolved and the rules have followed its developments, 
always with the aim of finding the best solutions, as 
the federation's Secretary-General, Mr Boris 
Stankovic, IOC member in Yugoslavia, observed; The 
rules of the game must also ensure equal chances for 
all the players, and size should not remain 
determining. It is skill, tactics and strategy that 
should give one player an advantage over another." 

FIBA estimates that two hundred and fifty million 
people regularly play basketball. The figure speaks 
volumes and is a splendid illustration of just how well, 
as Mr Stankovic puts it, "this sport, with its speed, 
uncertainty and tension up to the last second, with 
rapid and unexpected changes in outcome, 
corresponds to our modem way of life". • 
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TURF VIEW 



T he summer of *91 trainers, two men have 

finally moved Into top gear emerged making the Summer a 

at Bangalore and even of sorts somewhat in the same 

thou^ halfway through league of an Edberg and Becker 

already, it surprisingly Wimbledon final. The two in 
seems'to be lacking lustre, question are Rashid Byramjl and 
In the earlier years, races like the ^hreer Darashah. 'fhey have 

Summer Classics had a lot of build- played out some epic five setters 
up and hype, making l hem the before and the outcome is really 

most awaited events on the looked forward to. 

Summer Racing calendar. But this J 991 Championship 

Ume races like the Fillies Trial and however looks like its all over in 

the Colts Trial seemed to pass off straight sets. There are still 11 

with a bit of a whimper. Almost as If days of racing left, but to all intents 
you hardly knew that they had and purposes Zahreer Darashah 

been run. The turnout on both - seems to have won the first two sets 

days at Bangalore was surprisingly and is now serving for the match, 
low and one sincerely hopes that bas already led in 20 winners, 

on Derby Day the Bangalore Turf whUe Rashid is yet to cross the 

Club can reproduce a little more double figure mark and is 15 

excitement which seems to have behind his adversary. It's been one 

gone out of its life at the moment. of those off seasons for Byramji 

The race for the Professional who simply hasn't been able to get 

Championships during the 24-day his game going while Darashah 

Summer Meeting has over the has probably never had it so good, 

years produced some pulsating This in effect seems to have 

finishes. It's one of the most taken the zing out of the 

important and prestigious seasons championship and the jockeys 
of the year wit h the best trainers playoff presents an identical 

and jockeys in the country scenario. Where it used to be a four- 

competing for honours. Amongst way contest, almost fought out in a 

style that went back to the days of 
Looking Into the distance for an f he Quadrangulars, 1991 seems to 

answer: Trainer Rashid Byramjl be the year of Warren Singh The 

hasn’t been able to get his act retained rider to the Darashah 

together this season stable has never ridden better and 

he heads the jockey’s table with 25 
winners, more than 10 ahead of his 
nearest rival Robin Comer. Warren 



Heavy rain. 


a low turnout 


and a lack 


of hype has made 


the Summer 


racing at 


Bangalorea 


boring affair 
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BY CYRUS J.MADAN 


punctuated his lead with a 
splendid quartet on June 23 where 
he truly excelled and the best 
compliment he could have received 
came from Mr Y.M. Chaudhry. one 
of Bombay's leading owners and a 
man who knows what he is talking 
alK)ut when it concerns racing. He 
told me that Warren Singh was 
riding brilliantly and he was easily 
the best rider in EJangalore at 
present and statistics seem to 
substantiate what Y.M. said. Robin 
Is going to find it tough to get out of 


this comer if he wants to be a 
champion this season. 

But enough on the professional 
front, let’s now shift our attention 
to the Maharaja's Cup. one of the 
most important races of the 
Summer, as rich In history and 
tradition as it is monetarily. A 
Grade 11 Weight for Age with 
penalties, the Maharaja's Cup has 

Romantic Dancer (ahead) 
seems to be the hot favourite for 
the Maharaja's Cup 
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R OF '91 


been won by some of the best 
horses that ever graced the Indian 
Turf. Brave Dancer. Royal Tern, 
Track Lightning. Own Opinion. 
Squanderer and Camino are some 
of the few all-time greats who have 
won the Maharaja's and now on 
Sunday, July 7. '91 a new name 
will be added to that distinguished 
roll of honour. 

Run over a distance of2000 
metres, the race looks to be a 
rematch of tire 1990 Bangalore 
Derby between Romantic Dancer 
and Star Contender. Both will 
carry 601^. as per the Terms and it 
promises to be an exciting and 
engaging battle. Both have had one 
start this season and in that essay 
Romantic Dancer was third, 2 
lengths to the good of Star 
Contender who was fourth. 

On that showing, the Dancer 
ought to repeat, but I do not 
subscribe to that view. Star 
Contender could well turn the 
tables because he has more scope 
to improve on the last mn. He 
looked as though he badly needed 
that race, a fact that was apparent 
from the betting. Star Contender 
was quoted at odds of more than 10 
to 1 while Romantic was fancied at 
fives. Further. Star's stablemate 
Oxford Blue was the favourite and 
stable jockey Comer had opted to 
ride that. Lastly Star Contender 
did not look fit. He was gross and 
the run should have brought him 
on enough to reverse that two 
length deficit on Romantic Dancer. 

There is a third horse in the race 
too and that's Basque who is in 
rousing form and was unlucky to 
go down last time out when 
running with the same set of 
horses. With a 61^. pull on the 
weights he is bound to be a force to 
be reckoned with and although he 
is 6-years-old. two years older than 
the above mention^ duo, he is 
quite capable to upsetting the pair 
if the race is mn to his liking. • 





Push-ups with 
ons person 
on your beck 
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KARATE 




<r 


w, 






u:^ 

% 


\ 1 

V 

<1 


ontlnuingwith 
the 

condiUontng 
techniques for 
the advanced karatekas, 
here are some high-tech 
push-ups which will j 

Push-ups 
with two 
persons 
on your 
back 




Strengthen the fingers, 
wrists, arms, shoulders 
and torso. 

Once normal 
push-ups are easy, try 
doing it with one person 
standing on your back. 
Then, once (hat is done, 
try getting two people to 
stand on your back when 
you are flexed. And. 
finally, once you fee! you 
are ready, try three 
people. 

A word of warning: 
don’t attempt these until 
you are totally ready, 
otherwise you t'ould 
injure yourself. 

ByShIvailGansuiy 
Kyokushinkaikan karate 
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MILESTONES 


TO SIWi Both Martina Navratilova and Gabriela 
Sabatlnl. the 1992 Ofympics. To qualify for the 
Ofympicsthey have to play in the Fede¬ 
ration Cup World Team Championships and both 
the players declined the offer. 

TOTAKIKiPAH: An ISmemberteam from India in 
the 15ih Asian Boxing Championships to be held 
in Manila from July 8 to July 15. 

WONt By Martina Navratilova her 156th career sin¬ 
gles titles and her 10th Eastbourne women’s title 
when she defeated Arantxa Sanchez in the final. 
RICORD RTt In the 300mts by John Regis of U.Kat 
an international meet in Belfast. He clocked 31.99 
8w:8. 

mcOMD SETi By Marlene Ottey of Jamaica, when 
she set the best timing in the year for the 200 mts. 
At the Beilin International Athletics Mcxit, she 
doeked ^.05 secs. 

TAiattMliVlItt The Tottenham Hotspurs club by 
Tdry VeiiaUes and AHan Sugar for a reported 
amptimt of sevenmilUon pounds. Venables prime 
. Jcmtiaw wttlbe to see that Gascoi^pie does not leave 


Whnii^on on shonnoUce and that too 
after the ihaw was declared. 

AMNiQUNCBh A119 member US team for the World 
Trackand Field Cham|donsldpB to be held In 
TolQro. Among them are Leroy Burrell. Jaclde 
Joyi^ Kenee, Carl Lewis and Greg Foster. 
■AI#ttptTlieAmeininianym 2 th football team frcan 
thendftWodd Cup in Australia alter they got into 
bitmdsinBkdrmatdi against portugd in this 
year^adieai^toQahi^. • 
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OSTof 
us 

never 
0VC our 
Immune 

systems a second 
thought. The soldiers of 
our body-they're always 
waging a constant fight 
against the thousands of 
foreign bodie*s that 

threaten to invade our 
V)ody and make us fall 
sick. Tfiese invaders 
wreak havoc and make 
us susceptible to 
diseases ranging from 
t he common cold to the 
most dreaded AIDS. 

We at all times behave 
like we have no control 
over these warriors. 
Agreed that modem 
medicinewith it’s hitech 
techniques has found a 
cure to most illnesses 
that ail humans, but we 
ourselves can slow down 
the attack of illnesses by 
controlling our immune 
systems. 

Now the medical 
community is finally 
sitting up and taking 
notice of the ways in 
which a patient’s 
psyciiological state 
affects his health, and 
how the body cim use it’s 
own power to heal Itself. 
Called 

psychonueroimmunolog- 
y (i*Nl for short), this field 
concentrates on the 
complicated interplay 
between the mind 
(psycho), the brain 
(neuro) and the immune 
system (immunology), 
i These medical 
I practitioners are trying 
; to prove that our 
thoughts, feelings and 
other mental activities 
can Increase and at 
times smol her our 
natural resistance to 



illness. 

Ever wonder why it 
took so long for the.se 
changes to appear on the 
medical horl/on? 
Reason: till now no one 
could actually pinpoint 
the actual relation 
bc'tween the brain and 
the immune system. 

Now scientists have 
proved beyond doubt 
that the mind and the 
immune system do 
physic'ally communicate 
with eac'li other. 

In the areas ol the 
brain that control 
emotions, are receptors 
for ('hcmicals secreted by 
the immune system and 
the nerv’e cells. Tlie 
immune system likewise 
has the same rec eivers 
for chemicals that are 
secreted by the brain and 
the nerve cells. 

Normally when our 
bodies are at tacked by a 
hostile invader such as a 
virus, the Immune 
system’s killer c'clls are 
swiftly put into action to 
repel and elimiiiaU' these 
outside bodies. But 
when our emotions are 
in a state of 

dlsarray-that is when we 
arc angry, emotionally 
low or overstressed- the 
body goes into a st ate of 
llght-or-fight 


THE 


uncertainity. and in 
effect pumps out the 
hormones adrenaline 
and cortisol. When these 
honnoncs are secreted 
over a period of time, it 
interferes with tfie 
proper functioning of the 
immune system. 

A definite link has 
been established 
betwi en a healthy 
personality, an 
optimistic attitude and a 
healthy, vigorous 
iniimine system. When 


the mind is depressed or 
repressed these killer 
cells of the immune 
system are less active 
than normal. 

All of us are much 
stronger than we believe. 
Nonnally in times of 
stress or grief we sit bark 
and wonder how much 
better life would been 
without the troubles. We 
allow ourselves to 
become both mentally 
and physically weak, 
and as a resuit lall 


Exercise:the best way to drive away the blues 





HEALTH 

COLUMN 



ONNECTiO 



nc tini to one ailment oi 
the otht I 

At times It htlps to 
regard stress as a 
(hallenge rathei tlianan 
Inhibiting f u toi When 
o\crtoim !)\ till 
d< 1< atist .(ttitudc one 
do snot scan tilt 
poisibllitu s that an 
optntotiK m It isthtn 
that Iht bod\ is at It s 
\ulntiabk woist uid is 
easih snsttjitihlt totlu 
in\admg\ mists 

( onip<ission and 
pi 1 sonal t oni agt both go 
alongwa\ in t oiinttnng 
illiK ss Most ptopit do 
not r< alisi ihi 
mipoi I ant < oi it it hing 
out tootlu r p< oplt Ht\ 
wt aienot iskingvouto 
bf a Motht I I (It sa but 


then no person is sti 
short on t tmipassion 
that hi (an t bt 
genuinelv ust lul to 
otheisaiouiid hmi 
Whenwt reach out to 
othf rs and tr\ to help 
thtmout wean putting 
asitlt oui troubk s tor 
somt time and that goes 
1 long wav in kt t ping us 
sti« ss Irtt 

Mt n are somt 
rti ommt ndations Itii 
boosiingtlu immunt 
sisttm 1 i\t without 
pinit cuidtiai Tilt more 
ail aid V on art oi tht pett\ 
things III lift tht moit 
stitssfdvou ail 

lla\t toniukntt in 
yoinseli Ihtmomtnt 
you halt t nough self 


Never say no to thrills and spills in life 





lonitdente tht world 
bt t omes a bettt i plat e to 
IKein You stait to think 
about theprobknisvou 
ran taiKleand (In 
mountains that you t .in 
nio\ t rhe mort 
positiM 1\ you think tht 
moit \outnjo\ li\ing 
and this diret tl\ 
lilt I east s the t iiit lem \ 
oi tht iinnnint ststtni 
PNl works efiettiveh in 
tiiating in somt tases 
e\tii<unng sornt 
distasts Kepiessing 
.ingei lostersihe 
de\ t lopment ot tei tain 
illnesses called 
autoimmune diseast s 
when thebod\ s 
imniunt sv su in goes ior 
a SIX and \ ou ai t laitl 
down with illnesses 
Willie supressmg 
hostilitt isdangcious 
gmngvtnt totlu leelings 
can bet \tremtl\ 
diiiit lilt In tat t ext 1 cist 
IS one oi the easiest and 
most efk t li\t way to 
blowout till stress Irom 
tht body it is equally 
dangerous if Voil give up 
a training si hedule 
hallway through Wlien 
youaieextitismg you 
aict<ikingofl the 
fi usirations from ivithin 
But if you give up the 
regimen then the 
negative leelings do not 
have a vent out and then 
gnawing on the Immune 
&> btem makeb you sufler 
in the long run 
Ont e the vent ls> 
sealed, the trouble 
begins as the pressui e 
starts to build up 
Anyone who has 
exen ised at some form 


or the other will vout h lor 
this Halfwa\ through a 
good workout feelings oi 
euphona and conftdenct 
surge through the mind 
I his leeling is often 
lekned to as the 
runners high This is 
b( (ause a substant e 
known as B endorphin is 
produced and this ht Ips 
the immune system to 
boost Itself A vigorous 
woikout stimulates the 
spec ial set ol immune 
bolstenug cells to gi t ater 
elittUveness 
Another \ cry el It t li\ e 
wav tolaki out those 
trustrating feelings is to 
write I hem down 
Writing in prlvatf 
affords us the 
opportunity to bt honest 
anti the best pai t of the 
whole deal is that the 
papers i an be destroyed 
once you v e finished 
Thai W. 1 V no one knows 
about your jiersonal 
trauma and you end up 
feeling mut h lightt r 
Another very 
imjxwlant aspet t of the 
PNI IS tht rolt of 
relaxation Setasidta 
time in the day when vou 
t an really let > our hair 
down and relax Quiet 
stietching deep 
breathing meditation 
and visualisation arc 
gi eat stress 11 dm ci s 
Awoidoltaution 
befor e we wand oil PNI is 
not proved to be total 
immunitv i nhant ing 
but they surely do 
enhant e the quality ol 
life And that we 
presume is reason 
enough to embrat e them 





QUESTIONS 


1 . Name the 
Indians who 
were nmncrs-up in 
the junior 
Wimbledon 
categoiy? 

2 , Who was the 
Iirst Indian to be 
seeded al 
Wimbledon? 

3 . Name I he sreat 
Wimbledon 
clmmpion who. 
alter winning 
Wimbledon five 
tunes in a row, 
switched to a 
successful golf 
career, became an 
mtemalional 
hockey player and 
also won laurels in 
skating and 

archerv. 

4 , Wlio was the 
hrst man to win 
all tliree titles at' 
tlie iirst 
Wimbledon 
championships? 

5 .Wiosaid."l 
have no close 
friends in the 
circuit. Tliat made 
me unhappy at 
ftrsl. but I realise it 
Is necessary li f am 
to get lo the top.’ 

6 . Which tennis 
player said 
about another, 

are ahbut three 
inch^ wider, I was 
growltlj^ too at her 

age. but enough’s 
enough." 


mm mmmm' mmmm m 
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Wimbledon 
Championships 
between 1927 and 
1938. For 35 
successive 
matches she did 
not lose a set Who 
IS she? 


7 . Name the three 
men Ix'aten in a 
Wimbledon singles 
final by John 
McEnroe? 

8 . This tennis 
player won eight 


ANSWERS 


1 Premjit Latl Jaidcep Mukherjea Ashok Amn'raj 

2 DilipBoso 

3 Charlotte Dodd 

4 Don Budge in 1937 

5 Boris Berkei 

6 Pam Shriver on Gabriele Sabatini 

7 Bjorn Borq Jimmy Connois and C tins I ewis 

8 Helen Wills Moody 

9 As a result of the suspension of Niki Pilic of 
Yugoslavia by the ILTF and refusal of his entry by 
the Wimbledon authorities 

10 This marked the only occasion wtien three 
brothers (Anand Vijay and Ashok Amritiaj) took 
part in the same championship in the same year 

11 Egypt 

12 The Doherty brothers and the Renshaw twins 

13 The American duo of Bob Lut/ and Dick Stockton 

14 John and Tiacy Austin 

15 Ellsworth Vines 


THIS QUIZ HAS BCEN 
COMPILED BY: 

LAXMINMUYAN MORE, 
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9 . Why wasthwe 
a boycott of the 
WlmWedon 
championships in 
J973bytheATP? 

1 r\.What 
X wunique feat 
was performed by 
the three Indians 
when they took 
part at the US Open 
and Wimbledon in 
the years 1974, 
1975 and 1976? 

1 1 .'The Czech 
X tennis player 
Jaroslav Drofany 
won the singles 
title at Wlmbledoii 
In 1954. But which 
country was he 
representing at 
that time? 

1 O. After which 
X Nufamous 
players of 
yesteiyears are the 
entrance gate^ at 
theAll^England 
Club named? 

1 O Against 
X Owhlch pair 
did Vijay and 
Anand Amritrgj 
win the veteran's 
over-35 doubles 
title in the 1989 
Wimbledon 
championships? 

1 A .WhichIs 
X ^ihe only 
brother-sister pair 
tohavewona 
mixed doubles dtle 
at Wimbledon? 

1 C.l'iianifsthe 

X AJverscdile 
American vdio vms 
i932WMedcn 
diantpionBAdallBc 


a world Oh 
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ALL IN THE GAME 
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I T^Yl>foQ^9^^fwtoty ha^iitnotherclm^ 
wilfieni^^'hcnasaccerlfthwasjc^argM’ ;';v 
iyithdnsraii^ctiofhecounliy'5Aag.Tmsls f 
' hi)whewetAalxMtp2Qnr^homage:hebuiT^t}te'. ,T 
'8sig.afl«r tt^» defeat on penalDes by Ai^entlna 
. Ui^ laatlX^Id Cup. The pe(^>le bringing In the 
.xdvirges ibUnd theii^nce tobc'serious—«ndln 
<^y other cotuiby It anoukl have been~-but the 


The character was let offwithout 
puoishnieht; "He was not showing any 
disrespect to the nation as such. *^0 reason he 
was burning his flag was to show his . 
di sapproval to the young men in shorts and 
socks and the Italian Football Federation." said 
•tile judge. Case disml^d. 


MoHHCi OTHKS 


Better golf 

W l: would like to reveal a well kept 

sporting secret to you guys, this week. 
Why do.^erican golfers keep losing 
periodically to their European counterparts? 
The answer; because they don’t wear vrnrro 
clothes, lee Trevino—a golfer himself—had this 
point of view when he gave an interview to Golf 
Month/ymii^aia^ne. recently. 

"If we get mitoch trfrajnin theStates, play is 
called off for the d£^. Not in Europe, even if the 
bunkers are filled with water. And do you kn(»v. 
I’ve always said that European goffers play 
better because they play with so many clothes 
on." And what do th^ wear? "Long sleeved 
shirts, three sweaters, tnsitiated undies and 
even raingear. Those guys didn’t know how good 
they were till tiiQ^ came over to Britain and 
started pulling that stuff on." said TTevino. 

A man is certainly known by the clothes he 
wears. Make that ditto tor the Evin^an goffers. 


I 
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A SpoKTiNXiGi ini: 


To paiid'ul injuries 

T he theme here is injuries. People say that 
they play sport to keep fit but the be^r 
you are at your sport, the moreyour.llfe is 
surrounded by painful injuries. These injuries 
can be as pat^I as tiiey can 1^ 

Ayrton Sena tor example. 'Ihtogupl^ Sjiee^slmr. 


If M ic¥sL«s'l* I -«ifM A*- * [y I»»IS i IT* 


HberUes with of edl thmgs^ ajptokl. ^<ietimtAi^t 
he could handle that. 

Another contender is CaA Thackeray, a 
10.000m athlete, but not so high pnffUe. He 
managed an it^uiy falhr^ into a cactus. This 

. fall got him skin rash, but he had recovered as of 
.latestrepeats. 

AfftiUs was, however., upstaged by a certain 
M«fVl|lle NfeHrlnh. who holds the British 
■ MandhOhreepnitortheoverBOs. McBrlnn 
sustalnedh^guiles while puUing arabbit out of a 
hat. Peculiar, we hearycm say. Well, McBiinn is 
. hypedfession and was posing fot' 

tfinuniclEphotogirsmbS'hi 

McBrinn 
on but we’ll hold 
Lidice to sc^y that McBrlnn 


* . • . j J-i '9'^ . •“aF 

* ‘b . 1 / , 



















8 AMF»AOROY 


ROUNDUPI 


CALCUTTA 


Kalyan Jayant T.T. 


T l ILKl was no stoppiuft Tr idip 
S iiiiant 1 aflti Gaiush Kundu 
th< Si lie s most a( c oriiphslud 
I iblt l<niiispla\u klhiinodthe 
hook in iscini linal mate h olllu 
Kalvan J i\*inl I iblt rtniiisl h un 
pionsliipshilci It ihc Khudii am 
Amisil in Kendi i S.iin ml u\tn 
tu illv did win Itu litk but not 
bt Ion SiliL,ni 1 s vount,Soiivik I)( v 
slKUhtdihi finilto ilivt mint 
ail ni 

1 ht wouK n s (ill il w IS OIK sidt d 
with Kakoli Kolt \ aitt i a |ill( rv 
stall 1 mu d Alp m i C h mda in 
foil! inu s Alp ma t oiild hardl\ 
piodiKf till lomisht displ.wtcl 
af;> iinsl loriiii i St ili i h.unpion 
( h lit ill Das ill lilt St mi linal 
mat! h Koltvsi>anit ht taint niott 
u'kifssivt IS tilt malthwoit 
on and slit \vt nt on to win 14 21 
21 14 21 lhand21 12 

Kal\ in Ja\ int is Hit Slatfsprt 
mitt I 1 tuiiinariunt Iht wnnntrs 
stand torn"* < riit lal points and 
thus till Villon was oltnoi mows 
\ lint toS<miaiita 

1 ht nit n s linal was a stoiv ol 

Some of the winners in the 

Kalyan Jayant TT tournament 


Hue tuatin^ lortiinos fioth players 
wcie oil to a fiery slat t and Saman 
ta It ek d oil tht lirst ganit in a jilly 
l\vo (1 IK 1 il t trot s allowed Soiiv ik 
toiestort paiily and even takt the 
it ad But Satnanta started t ailing 
Iht shots aj* iinand had a 21 16 
lb 21 m 21 21 16 21 I'jstoith 
nt to sliow.il till ( nd 

Sillf>ui 1 h IS bt t n the 11 adit ol tal 
t III in tht State anti it wasprovetl 
OIK t amtn ‘I'* Souv ik made almost 
all his 11 \ als hi i ak out in a lot ol 
sw t at 1 ht 1 id s sf mi linal win 
imtt>‘’l lushai Kanti D is was a 
till ilk 1 

S initiiit i put tin u infton till 
t ikt In ttaiiiinguj) with P H 
Bant I )t t md j)i t \ ailt d o\ 11 the A 
Das R ( h iki iboit\ pan 21 17 
21 19 in tin lin il 

Anind\ ilaK howdhuiv was the 
otliii out to win i double t rown in 
the mt 1 1 Ht disp isi d ol Subi ata 
Ro\ 21 19 21 8 18 21 21 ISin 
tht bov s lin U and 'ati i tt imt tl up 
witliD Ch.iittriti totliiiihihe 
boys doubles Imil 

The louinamtnt sotiit i winntis 
int ludt d Mohua Kai (^11 Is 
sin/L,Ies) Soiivik Basu Rov (sub 
)unioi boys) Mithii Paul (sub 
junioi unis) Ainbansh t h Utt ijte 
(t adt I boys) Anindita Cianf>ulv 
{( adt t twirls) S C hatU rji t and 
K.irabi Ghosh (mi\t d dtnibles 
St mots) 

Soumitra Bom 


NEW DELHI 


National 

BaskettfoU 

1 ... -.I-. - -■ ■ . 

T he Abraham Memorial Trophy 
for the boys championship will 
stav In Madhya Pradesh for at least 
one more year In the 42nd edition 
of 1 he National Junior Basketball 
t hamplonship the defending 
t hampions subdued a fighting 
Tamil Nadu by the difference of just 
three points (59 56) 

Howevci Punjab wert not so 
lucky in tht girls st c tion Fhey had 
to surrender Iht ir P P Devassey 
1 1 ophy to Maharashtra who also 
won the final by Ihret points 
maigm(52 49) 

Iht iionyofthc final matt hes 
was that both tht iKiys and gills 
losei s led at half time lamilNadu 
by two points (28 2b) and Punjab 
by foul points (2b 22) 

Andhra Pi atk sh who played 
superbls throughout tht 
championship btloit losing to 
holders Madhya Pradt sh m tht 
semi finalb\ twopoints(b9 71) 
finally settled foi a thud plat t 
defeating Oi fssa 63 51 

Iht finals in iht boys and girls 
sections wert literally haid fought 
dut Is III whit h the teams deployed 
e\ erything in then armoury 
Though Maharashba in the girl s 
final began on a stormy note 
taking a 6 1 lead Punjab settled 

down to tie the st ore and lake the 
lead (2b 22) at the break In the 
set ond half Maharashtra players 
especially Sonal Kavde Neesha 
Taurt) and Vaishali Angre played 
to the strategy of their t oach 
Mukund Dhus who kept on 
shouting from the sldelme At the 
end Dhus said Tliough 1 lost my 
voice I am glad we are t hampions 
The story of the boys final would 
have been a different one had Tamil 
Nadu champions earlier, had not 
committed the tat tlcal blunder of 
pat mg down the game when MP 
slanted Improving the score 
towards the end 
Tamil Nadu, who were ahead 
28 26 at half time shot into a 
14 point lead in five minutes 
tlianks to some brilliant efforts by 
M Quralshi Glndaran 







The MP boys were the winners of 
the National Junior Basketball 
title 

Swamlnathan and Muralldaran. 
After some time, the defending 
champions brought parity at 47 
wltfi excellent shows from 
Vlrendra Joshi. Hanuwant Singh 
and Rajendra Singh. 

After the score being again tied 
49, Tamil Nadu forged ahead once 
more by two points, only to lose 
eight points in a row towards the 
end. Rajendra Singh levelled at 51 
while Uday Yadav produced a 
spectacular burst of speed to 
collect three baskets in a span of 
few seconds. 

Had Tamil Nadu, playing at high 
pace, slowed down at that time, it 
would have been anybody's match. 
With about five minutes left. Tamil 
Nadu also lost their dependable 
raider Glridaran through a fall 
and after a minute, Quralshl. an 
excellent all-rounder. 

With these two out. the result 
became a forgone conclusion and 
MP wrapped up the match 59-56. 
For the winners, Vlrendra Joshi 
shot 25 points while Rajendra 
Singh contributed 17. 


Quraishi was the top-scorer for 
TN. getting i 8 points, followed by 
Muralldaran 16and Swaminalhan 
13. 

In all, there were about 100 
matches in the eight-day 
tournament played on a 
league-cum-knockout basis. 
Twenty teams in the boys' section 
and 15 in the girls’ section 
participated in the championship. 
While Manipur cried out at the last 
moment. Uttar Pradesh was 
debarred as two teams, fielded by 
two factions, staked their claim. 

A ComspoiMtont 


CALCUTTA 


Fi¥e-A*^iile 

Woothm 


T he third Flve-a-slde Irivltatlon 
Football tournament, 
organised by the Parsee Club, was 
won 1^ Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation. ThQr beat Howrah 
Union, 2-0 in the final. 


Despite heavy ground conditions 
and a persistent rain, the CESC 
team shot into the lead early in the 
first half when Claudius Chow sent 
in a right footer which beat the 
Howran Union goalkeeper, B. 
Alexander, l^ter. Cecil Saviel 
scored the second goal for CESC. 

For CESC. It wasthe duo of Saviel 
and Chowwho posed a constant 
threat. On the other hand, Howrah 

Union's Barry Saviel worked hard 
but his first time shots were 
saved brilliantly by the CESC' 
custodian. A. Sarkar. 

In the losers plate. Calcutta 
Parsee Club. “Blue” were the 
winners while Hongkong Bank 'B' 
emerged the ruJiners-up. The 
Falrplay Trophy was won by Oberoi 
Grand while A. Sarkar of CESC 
won the best goalkeeper award. 

The best player of the tournament 
was Barry Saviel of Howrah Union 
while Cecil Saviel was the highest 
scorer with eight goals to his credit. 

RudolpliVanG* 
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raOMTEETOQBEEN 


la at 80 Per Cent 


OPEEATt AT APOurJD 80 fCRCLfJ' 
OF YOUR POWER HLCAU'^E THAT 
EASIER TO rCNTROl ONIV WHEN 
YOU ABSOLUTELY HAVE TO HIT TH 
ball A LOMO WAY SHOULD YOU 
INCREASE THAT PERCENTAOfc 


1 


1V1 


Find Your Pace 


5wING1N I WITH THE CORIfEcT TEMPO 15 A 
VITAL PART OF GOOD GOLF HOWEVER 
NOTALLFUYERS PUT AT THE SAME RATE 
TO FIND TOUR IDEAL PACE PRACTISE SHOTS 
USING TOUR NORMALSWINC THEN INCREASE 
THE SPEED FOR A WHILE AFTER THAT AWING 
SLOWER THAN NORMAL 


Improve your Balance 


Ah effective way to IMPROVI; balance 
|M YOUR SWING IS TO PRCTl NO YOU AAL 
GOING TO BL PHOTOGRAPHED AT T he UNO, 


If fOU CAM FOSE* 

I Ok fjl VLk 

gcconoj without 

TOn LRIMG AF THE 
END OF rCUR 
FOLLOW THPOOGH 
lOO HAVE SWUNG 
IN GOOD balance. 


By varying the pace 

YOU WILL BETTER FEEL 
WHAT IS MORE 
COMFiWTABLE FOR 
YOJ 


r4ii 
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The phot{)grB|>l^for the poster in this issue Is by Action Hus and the 
cover photograph is Sports File 


A couple of months back we carried the address of the Steffi Graf fan 
club. The address should have read: Michael Gieslnger. Im Schletter 2, 
A-6844. Altach. Osterreieh. Austria and not Germany as we had 
published. The error is regretted-Ed. 


Too big for 
his boots? 

A ndre AGASSI, though he 
has won nothing of 
consequence, has started 
behaving in a very high 
handed manner He has already 
been labelled by writers as the 
punk in tennis. And now he has the 
audacity to call Phillipe Chatrier. ‘a 
bozo’, after Chatrier had criticised 
Agassi's attire 

Wonder as to what his condition 
would be after he wins a couple of 
tournaments? Agreed that he is a 
player ot calibre bulwillhegiow 
up and prove to the world that he 
can be a responsible tennis player 
also 

SUKETUSHAH 

Bombay 

Thanks! 

“IpHANKS for the superb 
I Freewheeling on Andre Agassi 
by Pradeep Paul, in the issue dated 


5-12 June No other Indian 
magazine has covered Andre 
Agassi so extensively Sportsworld 
has once again come out with a 
first, and c ontlnues to be the best 
sports magazine in the country 
Keep up the good work 
SUSMITABASU. 

Calcutta 

Deserving 

I lANKS a ton for the wonderful 
tribute that was given to the 
iormer Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, by the magazine 
.Sport swor/d proved It yet again 
th.it it < ares not only for the 
sportspersons but also for the 
sports lovers Thanks and keep up 
Iht good work 
DEBADYUn KARAN 
Asansol 


Make the dream come 
true 

991 saw a dillerent Steffi A 
rejuvenated Steffi A player who 
had got over the problems that 
were plaguing hei Ups and downs 
are surely a pari of life but the 
fashion in whl( h she was deleated 
in the Frenc h Open i ame as a re.il 
shotk l>efs hope that she linds her 
touch again and t ontlnues to 
enthrall tennis loveis again Mavbe 
Steffi should look upon Martiiui as 
her role model, who could suielv 
teach hei a lesson on how to 
handle the pressures and 
celebrityhood 

Come on Stefli, show us that you 
(an do It vet again 
AMITAVA BISWAS 
Calcutta 



Andre Agassi: Grow up, man. Grow up 







QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. With what sport is the Calder Cup 
(or Calder Memorial Trophy) 
associated? 

2. For what do the initials ‘NAYC’ 
stand’’ 

3. What is common to these football 
teams; Manchester United, Torino 
and Pakhtakor? 

4. How many times did Joe Louis 
successfully defend his title? 

5. Who is the ‘odd man out’ of the 
following: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 
Witt Chamberlain. Babe Ruth and 
Bill Russell’’ 

6. Who scored 6 goals in a F.A. Cup 
match and still finished on the 
losing side? 

ANSWERS 

1. Awarded annually in the National 
Hockey League of North America 
to the Rookie of the Year. 

2. National Association of Young 
Cricketers (England). 

3. The teams lost their star players in 
air crash (at different times). 

4 Twenty-five times. 

5. Babe Ruth (who was a baseball 
player while all the others are 
basketballers). 

6. Denis Law (Manchester City). He 
scored all 6 of City’s goals against 
Luton Town in a fourth round 
match. The game was abandoned 
with City leading 6-2. Luton won the 
replay 3-1. 

CHESS 

Lately, after Linares and 1 he 
Candidates, people are seriously 
talking atiout Ivanchuk's chances 
of beinj* the next world champion. 
Kasparov is looking jaded and 
increasingly ( aught up in politics. 
Karpov is over the hill. 

Nobody has ever doubted 
"Chukky's talent". His 
commitment and big match 
temperament seem to have 
improved. This was 
psychologically a very important 
win for him because he has never 
got the better of Anand in seven 
previous tries. 

White: Anand Vs Black: 
Ivanchuk. Linares. ’91. 

1 84c52Nf3d63ll4cil44Nxd4Nf65 
Nc3 >6 6 Bg 4 e6 7 0-0 Be? 8 Bb3 0-0 9 f4 

bSIOfSMlThis was Fischer’s 
favouritp variation with cither 
colour. Ivanchuk is now the 


leading expert and the only man in 
20 years to improve on the great 
American’s analysis, ressurrccting 
several forgotten lines. 

The idea is to kick the knight 
away before black has to concede 

the d5 point. 

11 Na4 eS 12 Ne2 Bb713 Ng3 Nbd7. 

Black can’t take the e4 pawn 
because of 13-Ne4 14 Ne4 Be4 15 
Qg4 Bb7? 16 Bh6 Bf6 17 Bxg7 
Bxg7 18 fBwlth an overwhelming 
attack. 

14 Qe1 aS 15 c4?! Qc7 Now black 
has anydge because the 
lightsqiiared bishop is self-blocked 
not to speak of various ghastly 
weaknesses. 

18 Qb 2 Rfc017 BgS NcS 18 Rad h619 
Be3 Ned7! Again the c4 pawn is 
invulnerable because 19-Ne4 20 
Ne4 Ne42I Nb6 wins an exchange 
But eventually the tactical tricks 
nm out. 

20 Bf2 Ra6 21 Rc2 Qb8! 22 Rel Qa8 23 
Qd3! Ng4 24 Nil Ndf6 25 Nd2 Nxf2 26 Kxf2 
Bc6 27 Rd Qa7 28 Ke2 Rd8! 29 Bd1 (See 
diagram) d5!! 

The apparently impossible 
break. Now white is cut up into 
little bits 30 edS NxdS! 31 cdS RxdS 32 
Qb3 Bg5! 33 Rc2 Bxd2 (0-1) After the 
forced 34 Rxd2 Bb5 white loses a 
lot of material. 

Davan^liu Oatta 



BRIDGE 

Some people use the term ’playing 
for fun’ as an excuse for bad piay. 
'I'he point is that we all play the 
game for fun but enjoyment, at 
least to me. comes from good play 
all round the table. 1 enjoyed this 
hand from a recent rubber-bridge 
game even though declarer 
ultimately got the better of me:- 


EWviJI 

♦ NOPTH (durttniy) 

♦ KJ9C&^ 

7 4 
AK6 

4 Bb 

EAST 
« 87 
1063 

♦ AKS? 


4 SOUTH 
A A3 
K O J B 2 
OlOB/a 

4 1U 

;t north t-AST 

•> 1 ♦ Paw* 

5 34 

•• *) ♦ AJI 

North s bidding left a lot to be 
d(‘sir('d. Suppressing the spade 
length was a grave error and 
Indeed it would have been much 
easier to make a game in s|)ades. At 
his second lurii Nortli should have 
jumped to three spaclt's. 
invitational as the jump is in a bid 
suit, hut most rubi)cr-bridge 

playerstrcat ihtsasagamc force' 
wh.ich led Nort h to raise the minor 
and reach an inferior game. 

As it was. live diamonds was not 
a bad b('t. As West. I started oil with 
tw'o rounds ol clubs. South ruffing 
Now a diamond to ihc ace was 
followed by a heart to the king and 
ace. It seems the rest is easy lor 
dedarerbiit I n'turned a third club. 
givingdi'cLircran useless 
rulf-and-discard Note what this 
did to declarer. Il'he ruffed in hand, 
Bast would have an <',\lra trump 
while if he ruffed in dummy, it 
would no longer be possible to 
fines.se against Bast's guarded jack 
for want of a trump in dummy. 

.South, Madan Agarwal. an 
experieiiccci ruliber-bridge plav'cr. 
lound an answer, though. He took 
care to ruff the third club in 
(himmv. throwing a heart from 
hand, ('ashed diamond king, 
noting the break, came uji to 
the spade ace. ca.shed the 
remaining top hearts and finess{'d 
the spade jack. Now when he 
played the spade king from dummy 
with a heart winner and rjueen-len 
of trumps in hand. East had to 
throw in the tcwvcl for rufling would 
be futile while discarding would 
only allow South to throw his heart 
and catch him in a trump coup at 
trick twelve. 

Santanu Qhoaa 


UerjicM Sputh 


wrsT 

A O 104 
A 9 5 
4 

4 OJ074J 


5,C)UIH 

1 4 

;■> ♦ 

A 4 


WtS 

P.IS 

Pas 
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VOICES 


Bm QMLBS^^ cMwidB hi! 
oorqpetrkila^ «n0«e 1^^ 
MocxMadtotw^ttausttiaaatfi^ 


JOHMMjOYD.|rfi^.ltf.n[)«dM^ 
QffnrtortMMom th»veM^firf1hir-..-< 
Brilis^OBvisGupMmcAapnailB^ 
a{KUnstlhe appoinbnM of Alchard 
Lews as Britain'aflewtennte chM. 


rvn viHi vmivo Of ifiy CMV9F sno 
fMii omwiQ n* wonnocMi lo 

f aporta dl yaeeopfcigflwagguw • 
aufiw for every outbig. He*a 
going totpHreavMyffeh mm 
whHo Ihe nael oil ueains am 
nmfdngoiiriegeoff. 

UNFORO CHAISTIE, afterButeh 
Reynolds defied ttie ban and took 
part in the US Championshkis. He 
has still not forgiven Johnson 








( won’t be playing in 10 years 
time -definitely not. I said I 
would play until I was 30 and 
then see and I'm still seeing. I 
honestly don't know when it will 
be time to quit. If the body holds 
up as it is right now, it could be 
another three years. 

MARTINA NAVRA'I'ILOVA, feels 
thai she slill has some more tr> go 
before she finally calls it a day. 





>S 




T here won t be a world record 
broken in the Olympic. 400 mts 
unless I’m in the race. 

BUTCH REYNOLDS, fac.nq an 
international doping ban, is sore 
that ho 11 make it to the USA 
Olyrnpif team. 





h4B|Qtd the outcome of the sdrlfls. 







TENNIS PROFILE 


* ^DlCVldlVliM' 

jVm tenhowitiuchwta- 

nlit^A Crtotd 

m mStam toiBiument 

Uieuia to him and he ns 
pUea.'VI have the Gholce of 
adnntng UX) tour events or 
one Crand Slam, in take the 
Grand Shun.' 

Wheaton yeaim for noth¬ 
ing less than a prominent 
place in tennis history “No 
one remembers who wins 
any particular tour event in 
any particular year But the 
Grand Slams are the com¬ 
plete history ot the game.' 
he asserts That’s really 
where the game has come 
from It s obvious to everyo¬ 
ne - the players, the press, 
the fans - that the Grand 
Slams are the most import¬ 
ant tournaments You want 
to win as many Grand 
Slams (as you card to be re¬ 
membered as possibly one 
of the greatest players who 
have pl^red the game 
World No 23 and rising, 
thejust turned 22 Mlnne 
sotan peaked impressively 
at the Crand Slams last 
year, making the U.S and 
Australian Opens quarterfi¬ 
nals and the round of 16 at 
Wimbledon While he's been 
overshadowed by his good 
filends and young com¬ 
patriots No 4 Andre Agassi, 
No 6 Pete Sampras, No 9 
Jim Courier and No lOMl- 
chael Chang, Wheatonhas 
knocked oil the game's gi 
ants and clearly earned 
their respect 
At the $6 million Grand 
Slam Cup last Dec«nber, a 
defeated Ivan Lendl compli¬ 
mented. Ifis game is very 
solid. You have to (day well 
to beat him." And after 
Wheaton decisively dlspos ' 
edofAgassi and world No 1 
Stefen Edbergat the 1991 
Uptrm Intematlonainayers 
Champtonahlps. the Sw^e 
said: "Davtdservedblgwh- 
en he hg||^. and he was tee¬ 
ing off on my serve,' 

Since th^’4'. 185-pound 
'Wheaton IfW conque^ 
nearly everyone m the top 
10. beating them Is no lon¬ 
ger a tnent^hunfte. Butdo- 
itig it conaistientty and in the 
Grand Slams is anotlfer 
challenge. '^ooRsid«rn^sd| 
<m IKgr. specific cfey to tic <ui‘ 
gM4 as anyoMhi tiN wmIcL 




DAVID WHEATOIS 



V'TT\ 



BLOCK 



But it’s a matter of having 
that consistmey weekin 
and week out tlut I'm still 
trying to learn.' confides 
Wheaton who lostflirst 
round nutches in four 
straight toum^to start 
1991. "Edberg and (Boris) 
Becker and those (top) guys 
get to the finals every week, 
fm not at that stage yet." 

The spectacular jg^Gon 
Botg - John |f|d!pnroe 1980 


1>ie stars and stripes 
headband 

Wbpbledon final Inspired 
Whraton, then 11. to dream 
ofCentie Court glory. Tliat 
was the b^t tennis match 
Tve ever seen, in new for¬ 
get that We ettlt have It on 
tape right next to the 1980 
Oiyta^hotskojfpmtm,'' he 




wake tm eafi^to wBtdi the 
Suiidsy IBretfirfimt at Wto’' 
bledtm'flxiahiontetevistori- 
Itwaaawe-fn'epnngsee' 
mg tha«. the eiilua 
the final, theiradittonand 
thegrasa.hhdthmitnrtieh-' 
lar stadium heg 80 mtKio 
aiintaaitoeeiimitolingwid ' 
traditiim-fhneiyfitstigpHKl 
ieniitoie«% staafialiviiild 
stoddfor.lrsdtomoiKtSP . 









irandjfiiriBe. 1 WMnt to win tt, 
and the doenertite betterT 
hei^. 

ifWheetondoeent 
adileyeeSlaiit tHIetfatoyeer 
m eingiea. the break- 
thpoii^ couM oerbikily 
ctnnebt doiiUea. tie readi¬ 
ed the 1990 US Open liiua 
vpartnet^ Paul Aanacone - 
' e^idliie l^lAuattallar) Op- 

irie-TheAlea in ttw atatment 
though are diet he doesn't 
hiayeii Rguiar doubles part¬ 
ner, imd even mote suriHl- 
. aiog^.hemeynotevenen- 
to* the douUes at the Grand 
Slams. 

At the U.S. Open last year 
Wheaton played a mediocre 
quarter-final against John 
McEnroe because he was 
"Just drained” after playing 
best 3-of-5 set matches In 
singles and doubles for 11 
consecutive days. "IVe talk¬ 
ed to some ofthe older guys 
like (FYed) Stolle, guys who 
played all the events 
(singes, doubles and 
mixed) back tlien. They’d 
say, ‘Your first three rounds 
in singles then were fairly 
easy straight set wins and 
the first three rounds In 
doubles were a Joke. There 


were about 25 or 35 good 
{dayers, Itwaojustamatfer 
x>f meetly eadt ottwr in the 
,hUer rounds.' 

"Today the depth Is so 
much greater, andyou face 
dotdiles specialists and , 
you’re getting tnlh 7-5 in dm 
fifth (s^ doimles matches 
In the first round, and you 
stiU have to play singles the 
next day. You're de^ tired. 
What are you supposed to 
do?” he wonders. 

Although the good- 
looking. broad-shouldered 
Wheatwi has been romanti¬ 
cally linked to world No. 5 
Ma^ Joe Femandea, he dis¬ 
missed the notion. “There's 
no romance." he says. 

"She’s a good friend of mine. 
I see her five times a year, 
and 1 talk to her probably 
once or twice a month. The 
press is at the Grand Slams, 
and that's the only time I see 
her so that's why that is Im- 


pMed. But you see her as . 
mudhasldo." 

That brln^ up what 
manyconstderdiemostdis- 
app^ting aspect of the pro 
tours: It'knot really possible 
to have a girlfriend or wife 
when you mm't see them." 
he maintains. "How can srou 
be dating someone if you 
can't date them. You can't 
call it dating: you can can It 
phoning. It Just doesn't 
work. 

'Td like to be home and 
lead more of a normal life," 
says Wheaton who travels 
with hlB brothcr- 
coach -a^nt John, a lawyer. 
"I think a lot of the guys real¬ 
ly miss that kind of normal 
i^ationship. Instead. It 
turns out to be some girl In 
some nightclub in some city 
- you know what 1 mean. I’m 
not Into that type of relatlon- 

With Jim Courier 


tbcaB It ForpK. even togo 
out wtra wMeone. I hgve to 
imow them first" 

' Wh^bmscimetbnM 
wears ain Amdican fikg- 
headband and wotfid 
love to {day Davis Cup some 
day. "Any tlineyou pan hdp 
out your country. tt'sen 
honor."tiesays. Tt'sUkears’- 
vlngyourcountiyovnrlbthe 
(Pendan) Outf. Those guys 
are the real heroes ofthe 
States." 

When 1 adted him which 
famous person -livlngorde- 
ad -he'd most like to meet 
and have dinner with. Whea¬ 
ton quickly respond. "It 
would deibiltely be Jesus j 
Christ. The reason why is 
quite obvious. He's unques¬ 
tionably had more impact 
on the world than anyone 
has had or ever will have. To 
me. that would be pretty in¬ 
triguing dinner conversa¬ 
tion. picking his brain. T’d 
ask him about his father." 
says Wheaton. "And I'd ask 
him why did he sacrifice his 
life for mankind. I know 
why. His father - or God - 
loved the world. But I'd Just, 
askhimvdiy." # 
ByftwIFsin 
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Ace. 

tiicoinelkxl3mibte«ndfbrtnu^fi|ijttnx)te£itIi'fhecliA.| 
BHMmfftheolAliipagrtagtltepkvatsftienthity^iould' 
eaqrfabi tol9lr ptavm tfaiiiyou h^topagr )itcoinetax.l1S 
tlien! lmdiie»erpaldray taxes. Wl^dlitn'tllieitAdilrttrie 
kiK>«r7l)tte club should deduct the tax wfiiehlain aunxMcd to 
piQrbefm giving me n^salan. At thatttme, oobod^caine 
feriwttdtohelpiae. WoclubqflloialstiHi^tqiaBthHn^gh 
the harassment. I couldn't bdfihv that these were-diesante 
people whom thadaerrad for ages. These are Just the nudn 
problems. I could keq> narratlngto you a whole lot bCthcan. 

T hu dii f don't ysirt 

Because I dont think It win make any thflietenee. These are 
Justthebaikte^oblansthidllttweahtiredtMthyciftt.. ! 

it*ittiw1lwlHiaHtiMaaBi)istnfllnnMe' IsdtiiilMidifif'niissanlitisli iwist i 
o Mjwtqi l n g teoiirilysBh^ ' 

I'dcht lotow. You iee4 inuhpahhcs,. / 

hrha|iknowtt:^tlotMkdd0Qtoth«heldafld|^:t«^^ ’ 





ustl^;yoa. Imahthnanbting. 




queattonth^). 


T",< • ., I , , . f ,' 

•iddlilaTyouManytMtai^tiiMM thtt 
' Wd9,1 did fiad t^t I wasbelngtreafed baiUy. About thefact 
' that.they were flying to suat me. I didn't rec^ care.! knew 
- . ttwtl teiddgo aw^the day { wanted. 


|lbAcs(n9>lA#ha]fanqr.thrpu^Bidqvwa^^ yea. 




idtimesIfiwlastfryenKneiH'iesaentnnchiMlnvBeU'bithe. 

soctctyS^.lthqdledlfBculttocutnfimdfofffrainthe 

aetMOesjofCiatoutta. 

Jf, however, remains to be seen about how true theirclaimw‘A 
areat)eatmebelngaaondf!Calcutta.Ittakestwope(qpleto 
rdatetoeachother.l^Plioselainthesoairf'Calcutta.theh ' 
Qakutta to myhdhm’. i!l^t?'rhen the wwy Calcutta treats OK' 
ahouht0oa]e^wiqrinpnivlngWhatifcel.lBhitsometiiQSS { 
youki)Ow..yo4idmibttliesei!tatms.ttAthenihat'youfiid .'V 
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Qna-iniiMier (rf oocuipnR 


Scmettenw fltqr toM n« that t hy w ouldtxwieteaaBrt mein 
^{raffiMjhutthey never showedi 4 >. Vfben tiiigrdid ahow- 
tqi». l4laa%teiow.MwttranH>h<^ between the)^ and the tT 
pn|de.i cannot lahoMrSent^. They apokeao feat dntf ' 

. amdd Snditdtlieult to compirdtend. Aftw 10 mhutesth^ 
wereout of tfaeolhoe aqdng that things would be olc^. Thm, 
tlntTBuble would start aU ever agtti. They were not much of 
ahelp. 


neafly bad. ItlB un£^tunate that these things are alhiwed to 
happot. Because 1. for one, would love to puy n^ taaes.. 


No It wasbefne. Actua%l was ai^qiKised to be In England In 
Novenibertpjalnachd). Butlwassuapendedisolknewthltt- 
1 had lost dutdiance-lty Suspension was fiftedtai October ^ 
and I oouMn’t go atnv'because ttien East Bengpd wen 
planning to stMpend me, ao I had to play for the dtd). Then. 
the IT probtefna esme up. And fin^. f waa not gettlhg my 
deanmeefimm the AtFP. Iftba^y got it but the vdiole mi^ 




I r 


{Then dianglngfais'atancd I'm not blaming anyone and I 
thbdtit'sjumdKwiy things wne.TherearenorqgnBladlfeeK. 

I 

WMdMyaadolneailiniT 

1 oaBed vqp the managerof the nngMon ioedMdl didi ja 
whlcbhaaJuattaeenprasnotedto.tlieEng|llShflmt4h>Mmg; • 
IhenMnagertddmetliatlwaaail^ipoaedtobeliete-in, . 
Nowmmer. lo^lsdned. aoheaald dcay. Iwesddhavbbtcli^ 
back in the nest acaaon adiich atartsddaS qptea ibe i ' . Tli^ •. 
wantadtotfymcnuthtdeptemberiuMltiieadedde. . 
M e anwliU e, Thad Cbla ananflemiut with atft^InKwrwSy. It.' 
waac a lfcd 9tait'. Shutisaftrm^lvMsnbbdraiulI^diaiig^ 
Norway hadapioleaaloiialaet-t 9 . lamagbt^uttftomdient. 
«DiddgddhMdhold.aiidthakinowoami!hirope.;i^tt^ ; 
weRnotasgBodaaftiboughL ..s.- 

Th^ systamotplaytaganw-dfiBieietdh^ Apuf 

































ttl9 icpBrt.'^lT 


' loeikrwmdMM«4e^p^i^^,i^ ' 


'tl;liu<^|b^;j||^;SeaiHiaiii^ Sol. 


«vc^^rtbln2d«e«tn.In‘faet.11^h^jdiT9^p«ld}ne. '. 

:li'M»tw eanM%|HM ordMMasfl^tiMrMp'* Im.MHi? 

!Ho,jm.tlil»fiM:^eoR«tt«ttnLtiiie^(ybDtti«asedto . 
nieo^ tiilrijj^l^ldt, xiie^cd, AcciaimnQ&rtim 


QfuglM Yes, towah^ tiililWwelL Fnget 
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'It, however, remains 
to be seen about how 
true their claims are 
about me being a son of 
Calcutta. It lakes two 
people to relate to each 
other. Suppose I am 
the son of Calcutta, 
then Calcutta is my 
father, right? Then the 
way Calcutta treats me 
should go a long wa\ in 
prov ing what I feel. 
But sometimes you 
know, you doubt these 
claims. It is then that 
you feel that there is 
much to be desired" 




jneaehA'’ttodBion,Soia(«m»'I^Aii^ 

fllni^yeutdaMRo«r,tiuttoaiiMSvMrIijiyM 
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TJm Exodus 
vbnrinues 


I 


fluuOQj^r 
Falcao’s 
hopes of 
aelectljig 
only home-based pUqrers 
received yet another 
setback. Defender 
Bernardo from club 
champlcHis Sao I^ulo 
and midfielder Mazlnho 
from runners-up 
Bragantino confirmed 
they have signed for 
ml^ty Bayern Munich 
of Germany for the next 
season. Both Bernardo 
and Mazlnho vvere in 
BrazH’s team for the 
forthcoming South 
American 

championships in Jtity 
'Sl.B^emare 
compelled to search for 
Brazilian talent as the 
best German players are 
tempted Uie lira to 


Juergen Kohler all set 
to join Juventos 





V 


seek transit to Itafy. 
B^^rmi's international 
defender Jtiergen Kohler 
and midfielder Stefan 
Effenbeig are set to Join 


Juventus of Italy next 
season. Kohler and 
Effenberg will Join their 
compatrlotThomas 
Hassler at Juventus. Hie 


Turin-based club will be 
the second Italian club to 
have three German 
players. 




rich Italian chibs are always 
^klng success. The World dtufo 
Champions and former European 
champions A.C. Milan did notwin 
either the Itafiam league or Cup dlls 
season. So. they have sadted their 
coach Sacchi and have opted ftH* the 46'yeaff-old 
Fablo Ca^Uo for the next season. On taking over 
Capdlo droifqied a bombshell. He sahl, Thne istio 
plau« for an ir^ured Gullit in Milan." So it seems 
that MUan> Dutch cminectton is eniAng.ADe 
striker Marco Vam Basten is also keen tojotn his 
ided Johann Cnyff. coach of Barcelona. In case 
GuOtt goes. AiBlan are keen to sign the ace Ftendi 
striker Pa|to. However. Bernard Tapte. the 
{HcsldentafMarseUfe. isunwlHingtoletPaptngoto 
Italy. N^otiaUons are under between Milan 
and A.C. Mfian haute aheaify bought 

deisadite.Dailfo(xa from fkRlxm.a^ 
Fuaer.$^Ftteeiittna..' % a* ' ■ •;'-..s. - 


« I 


S COTLAND'S goalkeeper Andy Goram 
fe a doubte Intranaticmal. Genrajn has 
playedbothfootbaBandcifotetfor 
Sixitland. He Is the first Scot to have 
achfeved this feat Oomm is an afi 
rounder in cricket. Bom In &uy. he 
wentfortilala toLancashfre. Fonncr^Mndles 

rictpperOlveUoydintedhtmuu^^ : ^ 

Ommn hasnowtfeodhie l^nioatea^^^ 





















hy wa thTow In so 
liny visuals of 
Lpsrflt 

‘ dlss...in ths fond 
ips that it'll 
Lsak through 
js^old-but vary 
(ifoundad-coneaptB 
lat gutbustin ', 
iraat-braakin' 
srkouts aran't for 
la dalicata fairar 

3X. 

Things gat nuch 
jrsa as our 
raditional Indian 


thay'ra raady to 
hit tha road again. 

This waak's 
fitness column is 
devoted to 
'post-partum' 
fitness. Hey, it 
doesn't take much. 
And both mummy and 
daddy can have fun 
with babv while 
keeping fit in the 
process. So what if 
the little fella or 
lassie gets a little 
shaken up. They'll 


body for the rest of 
your life. If you're 
willing to give it a 
shot, we'ra willing 
to guide you back 
onto fitness avenue. 
Just listen to your 
body; if you've had a 
normal delivery, you 
can get back in 
action as soon as you 
feel you're ready. 
But the moment 
there's been some 
surgery or even 
stitches, you've got 


to smash the 
national long juiiv 
record! So there. 

And if you're 
worried about the 
little one, here's 
some advice from a 
post-par turn exercise 
expert: "Providing 
your baby with touch 
and movement 
experiences will 
enrich his or her 
potential for 
development. 
Encouraging your 


idles get into the 
ually way. No 
liking. No working. 
> standing. No 
Lttiug. And 
iflnltely no 
cereise. It's as 
id once they've 
Lvau birth. All 
ley're then 
ipeeted to do is 
lange nappies, feed 
He baby and rest, 
le net result is a 
srrible increase in 
Lxe and weight once 


love it. Just the 
feeling of 

togetherness as they 
work out with their 
parents is enough to 
keep that heavenly 
smile on their face. 
Hell, the top 
women's tennis 
player today, Monica 
Seles, was doing 
baby version sit-ups 
at age six months! 

Ladies, pregnancy 
doesn't mean you're 
doomed to a flabby 


to take it much 
slower. 

As for all fears 
that the muscles 
aren't quite the 
same again, think 
again. 

International stars 
like Mary Decker and 
Evelyn Ashford came 
back from childbirth 
to hit the headlines 
in athletics again. 
Why, even our 
homegrown Reeth 
Abraham has bounced 
back from giving 


baby to enjoy a wide 
range of movement 
brings about 
increased 
confidence, 
coordination and 
enjoyment of sport 
and exercise. 

C'mon all you new 
mums-and 

dads-encourage your 
child to get 
physical. Don't 
force them; that'll 
put them off. Do it 
yourself and you'll 
find them getting 


HfitnessH 


birth to a daughter into the spirit of 

things. 



(1 o bo coi tinuod) 



DIFFERENT STROKES 


WILL SUITS 
SI IIT the SUMO 



T here is an odd 
problem facing 
clothiers and tailors, 
espet lally Gieves and 
Hawkes at Londons 
famous Savllle Row 
Reason they will have 
to clot he two 
Japanese hunks in 
traditional English 
suits So far so good 
1 he problem 
however arises due to 


■ i»/ 

L 


Konishiki and Kirishima gtapplt it out in Hyd* Park 


the sheer si/e of the 
customers Attiring 
6ft 7 Konishiki and 
6ft 2 Kinshima-both 
sumo wrestlers Irom 
Japan is a toughjob 
rhe former tips the 
scale at 35 1/2 stone 
and the latter weighs 
18 stones and 41bs 
While an average 
Caucasian needs 
around three and a 


half metres of cloth for 
a two piece suit these 
guys Irom Japan 
could do with SIX and 
a half metres 
Ret ently passcrsby 
at the infamous Hyde 
Park had a sneak 
preview of the 
Japanese art of sumo 
wrestling when 
Konishiki and 
Klrlshma prac tk ed 


under umbrellas that 
protected them from 
the notorious British 

Trying to get to gnps 
with Ilntish culture 
and that int ludes 
Epsom Downs fish 
and chips and the 
Wentwoi th Golf Club 
these guys are p.irt of 
thf Japan festival 
c urrcntly on in 
l^indon 

But (oine Oc tobei 
the at lion will shift to 
the Royal Albert Hall 
where the two will 
lake on each other m a 
< onsec rated Shinto 
mound of c lay while 
an estimated 1 'i 
million people sittir^ 
cross legged on 
ilngside cushions will 
wale h them perform 
Till then it will be 
more of sight seemg 
and of course more 
trips to Saville Row for 
the trials 


BACK-^ 
shape 


M ike Tyson, watch oud Frank Bruno's 
gunning fpr you again. 

The retina is fixed. The doc has given him the 
go-ahead to fight again. And he’s keeping Qtt^ 
training with Lizzie Webb. Britain’s answer to 
Jane Fonda 

A product of one of the tou^eat 
comprehensive schoors in LondorL Webb has 
traliied several top British dancers while also 
teaching fitness cm the TV. 

But that doesn't mean ‘ole Frank's going to be 
disptaytng more finky fiootwork then h^ 
puiKhitigiKhen he steps into the ling nekt, At 
least. welMef] 

liiiiiafflil i liii ihtnf i a ii ii « <i a asi » i«iMMhi 









OVER THE TOP 


S HE'S a stunner, all 
rUZht Her 


Wrtjght Her 
untamedmane 
fi^mes a predy £ace, 
lustrous eyes and 
luscious lips. She 
never stops talking 
and her curvaceous 
body is full energy. 
But that's not the 
Image her opponents 
get when a certain Ms 
Katherine Monbiot. 
women's arm 
wrestling champi<m. 
sits across the table. 

"People have this 
idea that female arm 
wrestlers all weigh 
18 stones, are covered 
with tatoos, wear Doc 
Martens boots, and 
are raging lesbians. 
Now do Horde like 


that?'quips 
Katherine, as she 
shows <df her rock 
hard biceps. Starting 
arm wrestling at her 
posh ladles boarding 
schoed, It pre^ressej 
to a party piece and 
she 'fared well against 
the men'. That made 
(he sport her passion 
and the results were 
there for £dl to see. 

Afflicted by 
anorexia, an illness 
where there is no 
appetite, as a 
teenager. Monbbit 
says” ”I was like a 
skeletrm. 1 was kept in 
bed and force-fed 
three and a half 
thousand calories a 
day. In foiu* weeks I 
had put on five stones 



'Check out the biceps 
man.'.. Kafiierine 
seemstobe 
saying 

cd'blubber which I lost 
as soon as I stepped 
out from 

there.. ..Fortunately 1 
saved my life by 
becoming interested 
in dieteiy therapy." 


Now a vegetarian, she 
disposes the theory 
that: "People thmk 
that to be a female 
arm wrestler you have 
toeat three pounds of 
Steak a day. Yet I eat 
only pulses, 
vegetabtesand 
grains, f havent^ 
drunk akohed In' 
years." Now sHe'sgot 
over h^ lllneSs much 
to the relief of hM* 
family and friends. 

Sie now earns her 
cmsttywbrkingas . 
ah alternative 
therapist and her 
sped^ty Is ‘colonic 
irrigation'. But that's 
not enot^ to fund 
her arm wrestling 
trips and she's 
desMrately looking 
outWa sponsor. jMay 
she can twista few 
arms? 


F ate at times does 
sure play very cruel 
tricks. Maybe it’s just 
to let us know that we 
are indeed driven by 
forces beyond our 
control. 

As real estate dealer 
Fred Anger found out 
one night when his 
car was hit by a 
16-wheel monster 
truck that had 
jumped the divider. 
The result-he was 
never able to use his 
legs again. 

But Fred refused to 
take life sitting down. 
A tennis freak, he 
soon hit the 
wheelchair tennis 
circuit: the fastest 
growing game in the 
adieelchair 


NO FOOT FAULTS HERE 


community, played by 
an estimated 7.500 
people in 20 
countries. 


As Brad 
Parks, who 
popularised the sport 
after he was paralyzed 



waist down in a skiing 
accident in 1977, said 
"A few years ago there 
was just a handful of 
people in the sport. 
They sat In clunky 
chairs, they wore 
black street shoes and 
Levi’s. Now I see 
bright slick chairs, 
players in tennis 
clothes, racquets with 
stencils on the strings 
and I think to myself, 
‘this is exactly what 
I’ve always dreamed 
about...’" 

Different from the 
normal version in that 
the point is live 
through two bounces 
and not just one, 
wheelchair tennis has 
sure come a long way 
and will still go 
further. 








TIssafetoaaythat 
any dqr this 
foitnl^tyouwin 
come across more 
accountants In 
pin-striped suits than 
athletes In plimsolls in 
the Wimbledon players’ 
tearoom overlooking the 
concourse hl^ abo^ 
No. 1 court. 

Elven Boris Becker, a 
main beneficiary If ever 
there was one, says he Is 
alarmed ly Wimbledon’s 
sell-out to big bucks. 
Although he, of course, 
speaks as a 23-year old 
with the coi^ securl^ln 
his bundesbank of a £30 
minion fortune. 





The young German 
calls the money slushing 
around tennis 
"obscene". WeU, he can 
always give It back Or. 
for absolute^ free, be a 
human blUboard for 
such as Ford, Mufier 
Milk, Oiitdora, FUa, or 
Polaroid. Fat chance. 

Says Boris, and you 


drink at the time that the 
young spark rea^y 
means ih 1 treuld raider 
have played in the days ' 
when you played a tennis 
match for fun, then you 
showered, had abe». 
and went home happy. I 
win never be able to come 
to terms with the 
commercial erqploslon in 
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Ihcnriit 
final of 
pliyedin 

Bu^. of the XlnHed 
States, beat Bunny 
Austin, of BihjKin. 
TMrikling tddSMftjny. 
bow-tied and 
budiy-tailed. Wak^batik 
on the strawbeny 


Fi tCiVJ I •.TT^m tvl» 


For that l||fi final,, 
daringlyfia^lie had' 
come out In shorladte 
finst mem evecto do so at 
long, crtchet-fiahn^bRl 
Wimbers. "It cost me 
Ss.Sd. to have my taacar 
nm them up", he says. 
fToday. his bloke would 
pay him hundreds of 
thousands for the 
privilege). 

His runner-up prize 83 
years ago was a voucher 
worth 10s., to be 

spent at Mappin & Webh, 
the Mayfair jeswllers. 

£2. lOkOld moneyrthai’s 
rougi^ £3,997.50less 
lhan 1^ weeksfirst 
round losers tucked into 
their Jock-straps befime 
thdr chaufieur drove 
them off. 

But, as I say. money 
has alwi^s bwn a hcuMfiS 
in tennis."! went to the , 
sbcmtaiys office after 
the final", says Buttiy, ^ 
"and asked if I could 
change the lystem. , 

Could riqrvcHtolietrbe 
changetf, 1 asitod \ 



tofitowhuiktoraffitohll ’ I 
ratheriMlAdlhe 
aectotaiy agreed. 










Limca Plus 


^eXUA 


Limca hm a mix of 
Jamaican lime and 
Siciiian lemon tiavoura. 
The revised formula has 
improved the taste. 


Limca continues to be a 
zero-bacteria drink. 
Ingredients of the finest 
quality—only permitted 
ones—are used. f 








.•dPil’tpjpiincii fear. 
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THE PERFECTION OP VIVALDI READYMADES FOR MEN. 
SHIRTS, TROUSERS, KDRTA PYJAMAS, NIGHT SUITS, VESTS & BRIEFS ANT) MORE. 
THE THREAD OP QUALITY RUNS RIGHT THROUGH. 
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HICK 


Viv Richards and Mike Brearley 
discuss the Graeme Hick syndrome 
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Hick falls 
again to 
Ambrose 


H 




\"Wc all know 
\ how to play 
\ Steffi now" 


’f Arantxa Sanchez 
\ talks exciusiveiy 
I to Sportsworid 







AFTER ONE HIGHLY-SUCCESSFUL 
HIGH-GROWTH SCHEME 
COMES ANOTHER... 


UNIT 



OUR LAST 

HIGH-GROWTH SCHEME 

SHOWED 

24.6% APPRECIATION. 
IN JUST 6 MONTHS. 


Last year, we introduced UGS 2000, a .high-growth scheme whose 
Net Asset Value has already reached Rs 12.46 (Jan - June '91) This 
means an appreciation of 24.6% in just 6 months (49.2% annualised). 

Now look at the performance of another high-growth scheme — 
Mastershaie. Investors were able to triple their capital in four years 
That's not all They earned high dividends — 18% in 1990-91. And 
got a 1.2 bonus last year. 

This year once again we offer Unit '64 account holders an equity 
based high-growth scheme — UGS 5000. So you may look forward 
capital appreciation and yield on. your mvestment. 


Invest in Unit Scheme '64, Now. 


uGs 

5000 


Details of the Scheme 

A The Scheme will be open to those who are Unit'64 account holders on 
30th June'91 and those who apply in the month of July '91 (excluding 
transferees ) ▲ This will be a 10-year growth scheme. A The amount 
you can invest depends on the size of your Unit '64 account holthngs. 
A The scheme will be 
open fromlst September 
to 30lb September '91. 

Aftertwo years, repurchases will be allowed. A The repurchase price 
vnll be declared every month. A Transfers will be allowed. 


10-150 Units -Rs. 2000 in UGS 3000. 
151-300 Units -Rs. 3000 in UGS 5000. 
301 Units and over-Rs. 5000 in UGS 5000. 



UNIT TRUST 
OF INDIA 

At die lernce of One Cme Unit Imldcn. 
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Sportsworld: You arc 
primarily known as a clay 
courtcr. How do you 
propose to improve your 
game on otficr surfaces? 
Arantxa: Well. I would 
think these days I’m 
playing reasonably 
well on grass. I feel a lot 
more confident now. 

Now I know exactly what 
one has to do on this kind 
of a surface. You mu.si be 
knowing. last month. I 
made it to the finals of a 
grass court tournament 
(in England) where I lost 
to Martina. I am not 
prepared to believe that's 
bad. 


Mwiy people were 
surpri^ at the mamcr In 
which Graf made her exit 
from thcfrench Open. 
CeuM you tell us about 
that match which you won 
6-0, M and handed Steffi 
her worst ever Grand Slam 
defeat? 

My mental preparation 
was veiy goMx). As It was, I 
had nothi^tolose. 
There was Gils belief that 
If I cqsildplay normal 

game I would win. I was 
hundred per cent 
confident. 


Says Arantxa 
Sanchez, in 
an exclusive 

_ interview 

with Gautam 
Bhattachaiya 
_ at the All 
England Club 



But how did you come by 
this confidence? It’s not 
that youYe beating her 
every now and thcn>~ 

lYue. But don't foiget 
clay is my iavouilte 
surface and on this I'd 


beaten her two years 
back. That I knew her 
game inside out, also 
helped. I should've won 
the final also. 1 had an 
opportunity In the 
second set but wasted it. 



"I don’t find anyone 
really dangerous. I 
can beat anybody" 


You see that was 
d i ITeren t day, where 
things didn’t work out 
well for me. Also I had a 
different opponent. 

Do you mean to say, Seles 
on clay is a more difficult 
proposition than Steffi on 
clay? 

I won't make a 
comparison. All I can say 
is that both players 
prefer the hard courts. 
That gives me an edge, 
when I confront them on 
clay. I think, if I play ray 
best I can beat both. 
Think of that semi final 
match against Steifi: 1 
wanted to dominate the 
match right from the 
word go. Once I broke her 
and was leading 3-0, 
Steffi didn't know what 
to do. Till today I feel 
happy that I reached the 
final after winning a 
match like that, /^d 
immediately comes the 
feeling of 

disappointment, that 1 . 
couldn’t convert the 
opportunities that came 
nqr way in the final. 

YeuNpcstaiblithcd 
yoiirMf OT s Tromimc 
tennis play er andl 






■eooidingtethc 
computer, arc ranked No. 
3. What it your next goal? 

This year 1 would be too 
happy to finish as 
numter three or even 
four. So far eveiythli^ 
has gone my way. I’ve 
made it to the final or 
semis in almost all the 
tournaments I played 
this year. So I’m 
reasonably happy. Biit 
next year I shall have to 
do belter. I’ll have to win 
a couple of tournaments. 
If I manage to do that, 
then I’ll concentrate on 
becoming No. 1. 

Have you set yourself a 
time limit for becoming 
the best player in the 
world? 

No. I haven’t set a time 
limit. But the target is 
there and 1 can tell you 
I’m going to work hard, 
very hard (towards 
achieving that goal). I’m 
trying to make a few 
changes here and there 
and once I iron out those 
areas. 1 shall deOnitely 
give it a go. 



What arc the changes 
you’re trying to make? 

I'm trying to Improve my 
first service. My second 
serve is okay but the first 
serve should be better. 
Now I must start hitting a 
few aces (laughs). 


At the moment who would 
you consider your 
strongest opponent? 
Seles? Steffi? Sabatbii? 

You can’t pick one. The 
standard has Improved 
so much in the last few 
years that an)mne in the 
top ten is a problem. 
Elveiybody seems to be 
improving. 

Ihat^ an evasive answer. 
Tcii me honestly, given the 
choic e w ho wo u ld you 
avoid meeting at this 
stage? Sdes? 

I don't see any need to 
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answer this question 
because I don't find 
anyone really 
dangerous. I think, if I 
play well, I can beat 
anybody. Yes. I’ve that 
confidence now. 

To so back a little, how 
important was the French 
Open win in 89; Does it still 
give an out-of-this-worid 
feeling or have you 
consciously trM to cr«c 
the euphoria? 

1 guess it was like a 
dream. A dream that 
came tnie. I remembered 
the day. when I played 
my sccorid French Of)en 
final this year. 1 was out 
there again chasing a 
dream. But this tune, 
failed. But people over 
there were veiy kind, 
veiy' considerate. 1 got a 
lot of appreciation from 
them for making it to the 
finals. 

One heard that the 
Princess of Spain was also 
there, supporting you 
fanatically? 

Yes, Frincess Christina 
was there. She had sent 
me a poem and was the 
source of a lot of 
encouragement. 

Have you met the King? 

Oh, yes (laughs). After I 
won the French Open, 
our whole family was 
Invited to the royal 
palace in Madrid. I met 
the King and Queen 
there. They were so nice. 
They told me they had 
watched the match live 
ortTVand were 
constantly praying for 
me. The King had 
arranged a reception in 
my honour. 1 Just 
couldn’t believe It. It was 
great. It was wonderful 1 

So after wlnnkig a French 
w Open title which grand 
I slamtoumanierrtdeyou 
I wish to wh i most? 

g Here. This totimaunent 






Wlndi>ledon has got a 
tradition. I would love to 
win a tournament here. It 
means 80 much. 

T«»d to thiM ycm back, 
Stofll uMd to cnioy so 
much superiority that she 
was named the'Mike Tyson 
of tennis.’you brake her 
invincible image by 
beating her in the'89 
French Open flnsl. And 
now Steffi is no longer the 
number one. Many suggest 
that to get back to the top, 
she must change her game. 
What do you feel? 

There is no doubt that 
Steffi's style has become 
very predictable. All of us 
know how to play her 
now and what tactics to 
employ against her. May 
be If she starts playing 
the topspin backhand 
more then her game 
would improve. Maybe, 
instead of that backhand 
slice all the time a top 
spin backhand would be 
more effective. 1 suppose 
yes... she will have to 
change her game a little 
bit. Sometimes she plays 
the backhand topspin 
well but doesn’t repeat it. 
She lacks confidence in 
the shot it seems. But 
then again, it's unfair for 
me to talk about her 
game, because that's her 
domain. She knows 
exactly what's best for 
her. 

you Mldr almost everyone 
knows vrhat tactics to 
emp^ when they play 
St^. Supposing 
tomorrow you're playing a 
match against her, what 
would be the strategy? 

It varies from surface to 
surface. The strategy you 
adopt on grass mayn't be 
very effective on clay. 

Olv supposing you arc 
playing h«r on clay. Will 
you stM attack her 
backhand right from the 
word go? 








Of course. Everyone yourself the next time we Yeah, you can say that, 

knows about it (this play each other (laughs)? My family has given me 

strategy)... but sorry. I tremendous support. My 

can't discuss this with kr Steffi's casc^ you attack brothers and parents 

you. Strategy is ^y*<* wnd. Wlwt ^ have helped me a lot. 

something that should you do against Seles? Withouf their help all 

remain private. Why Again (laughs). If 1 this wouldn't have been 

don't you find out for go on disclosing all possible. 









ARANTXA SANCHEZ 


'Reign' in Spain 


That’s Arantxa Sanchez’s position in Spain. After her stunning 
French Open title win over Steffi Graf, the Spaniard has become 
a household name in her country. The question is can she become 
a great champion in her own right? 


W HEN Arantxa smiles, you 

cannot help but hug her. It Is 
beguiling, impish, .sardonic, 
naughty and yet... so very 
innoc;ent. The cheeks glow 
with good health, the eyes 
radiate happiness, and the lips are full and pink. 
And then there is the confidence; Confidence in the 
way that she walks; confidence in the way that she 
speaks; and confidence in the way that she wields a 
racquet. 

All this happened after her astonishing French 
Open final win over Steffi Graf in 1989. Nobody had 
expected her to do anything in that final. At that 
time. Steffi was Steffi the Invincible, on an 
incredible roll. And Sanchez was supposed to be 
another head on the chopping block. But Arantxa 
Sanchez had other ideas. 

A day before, interviewed by Bud Collins for NBC 
Television, when asked about whether she could 
beat Stein rather than a quick no. she said. ‘If I play 
my game. I think 1 have a shot.'And so, with this 
attitude, she was mentally positive before the final 
began. And she was^lso a little lucky. Steffi Graf 
was suffering from menstrual cramps and 
therefore, she could not play her complete, 
brilliant best. But a win is a win and Arantxa 
Sanchez became the first Spanish women tennis 
player to win the French Open ever. It was indeed a 
great achievement. And world attention was 
immediately focused on this beguiling and 
charming Spaniard. 

Alter the famous victory, Arantxa said, ‘Before 1 
was sister of Emilio and Javier; now my brothers, 
are brothers of Arantxa. This is how things have 
changed.' 

The celebrity status at home is especially 
rewarding to this young nationalistic Spaniard. 
She often talks about her achievements in terms of 
what it means to Spain. At the US Open in 1989. 
she pleaded with her sponsors Reebok that she 
didn't wish to wear the outfits they had provided, 
because it bore an Union Jack design. 

'It’s not that I am anti-English' she explained, 
‘only that 1 am pro-Spain.' VWrat gives me most 
satisfaction is when the girls come to me In Spain 


and say. 'We want to be like Arantxa. This, for me, 
is the best feeling.' 

Her other pleasure is her dogs. After winning the 
French, some friends gave Arantxa two dogs. One 
she called, 'Roland' and the other. 'Crac'. (A 
Spanish slang meaning, the best). 

Then'.she said, ‘1 found out that in the States, 
this 'crack', it's a bad word. So now w'hen people 
ask me what my dog's name. I have to translate 
that in Spain, Crac means you are the best.’ 

Even though dogs are high on the list of 
priorities, it Is the family that is topmost. And it Is 
the family that has played siu’h a great role in her 
becoming a tennis player, in the first place. The 
family was tennis crazy.! ier mother Marissa 
played tennis; her father Emilio played tennis. Her 
older sister, Marissa. and Emilio Jr. and Javier, 
they all played tennis. 

If you don't see one of the Sanchez kids at the 
breakfast table, you always knew you could find 


If you don’t sec one of the 
Sanchez kids at the breakfast 
table, you always knew you 
could find him or her on a tennis 
court. In the Sanchez household, 
a racquet was considered just 
another body appendage 








him or her on a tennis court. In the Sanchez 
household, a racquet was considered Just another 
body appendage. 

Arantxa began chasing tennis balls at the age of 
four. 

'At first' said the youngest sibling, ‘1 was not 
Interested in playing. But when you are the 
youngest and everybody says you should play, and 
you see all the time, the racquets and balls in the 
house, it is only natural that you play. So, I say. 
‘O.K.. I’ll play, and you know, it was a good choice 
by me. ’ 

It was not only a good choice by her but it was a 
good choice by all the other siblings. They all had a 
natural talent, a propensity to hard work and a 
high level of dedication. The result: no other family 
in the history of the game has produced so many 
outstanding champions. Emilio. 24, is a constant 
top 10-20 player. Javier is constantly ranked in the 
forties, while Marissa who has played collegiate 
tennis while earning a degree is planning to have a 
try in the pro circuit. And lastly, there is Arantxa 
Sanchez who is currently ranked number four in 
the world. As they say. They reign in Spain’. 

But Arantxa had a much more .solid track record 
than her other siblings. She won every age group 
junior tournament that she has taken part in and 
astonishingly, at the age of 13. she won the 
Spanish National women’s championships. And 
that was amazing. 

How did she do it? 

’1 was lucky’ she rec-alls, *bei;ause I was better 
than the girls, sti I could always pracllse with the 
boys. And because I was good I got to work with 
(former Spanish pros) Andres Glineno and Manuel 
Orantes. They knew much about the game and 
what happens on the tour. I was very lucky to have 
these two to help coach me.’ 

Determination has always been her key word. 
She once said. ’What I am working for is to catch 
Steffi. That is my goal. How long this will take me, 1 
don’t know. But 1 know this is what I want and I 
know I can do It.’ 

Her former coach Juan Nunez had summed up 
Arantxa’s attitude when he said, ‘I would say that 
95% of the girls that go on court with Steffi lose the 
matqh on the way to the court. Arantxa doesn’t do 
that and Steffi knows Arantxa is not going to give it 
away.’ 

And this fighter’s instinct that still makes her a 
favourite to become, one day, the Number Oije 
player in the world. She has not won a GrandSIam 
title after that. She is now ranked filth in the world. 
But her eyes blaze with determination, the hard 
work is still there and maybe, one day, 
perseverance will pay off and she will be able to 
move up her game another notch or two, and 
become the tmly great champion that she has the 
potential of becoming. 


You arc just cislitccn. 

Rich, famous, more or less 
succcsshil. Rut are you a 
happy person? Atost of the 
tcimls stars today talk 
about pressure, 
depression etc etc. For a 
young girl like you, what 


happens, my mother is 
there to take care. 

I believe you also take your 
dog wherever you are 
playing? 

Yes. I take my dog 
wherever I play. It’s an 
Yorkshire terrier. 1 call 



'*One thing is certain, I 
shail learn to separate 
tennis from my 
personal life" 



exactly is life behind the 
locker room? 

I can tell you it’s very 
tough and mentally 
demanding. You need 
.somebody to go around 
with you. Otherwise it's 
almost Impossible to 
manage. You’ve to travel 
so much. From one hotel 
to the other, from one 
airport to another. You 
need somebody to guard 
you as well as provide an 
emotional support. 1 
have got my mother as 
the travelling 
companion. And for any 
young girl, mother is the 
best companion. 

Whenever I play 1 am so 
comfortable, b^ause 1 
know if somethltig 


her Roland. I couldn't 
bring her here because 
they’ve this system of 
quarantine. 

What are your other 
interests? 

Well. I just finished my 
school. I was studying 
through the 
correspondence course. 

I love the game so much 
that I would like to play 
for another ten years or 
so and then marry, have 
kids. It’s very difficult to 
say at this stage. May be 
in another two to three 
years time I shall change 
my mind. But one thing 
is certain. I shall learn to 
separate tennis from my 
personal life. • 
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Why is An4re Agassi 
like Maggl tomato sauce? 

‘ Bec£iuse he*s ‘different’, 
'niis Las Vegas 

^ virtuoso, this rock ’n' roll 
A^^^nenegade. this colour purple 
pnnce is ^walklhg. waclqr 
contradiction. He gets robbed of 
matches, but steals headlines, 
from his racket flow Jewdto. from 
his mouth garbage, tbe'kld’a not ^ 
ai} enigma, he is the enigma. 

Awesome Andre is the world's 
most slickly marketed product 
since Mini Vanllli. Where fhe truth, 
the substance, the reality lies Is * 
insigntflcant. but he must s^l. 
■There are two Andres', he says. 

, ‘one you see and the other you 

don't’-this is loo much of a 
temptation, do we need another 
Andre, this one's enough dudesi 
Now, wait, if Astute Andre is 
tutored on everythlhg be says, how 
come he delivers linesHke. Tm as 
happy as a faggot in a submarine* 
(whatever that means) Is that Uie 
best that brother Phil, agent Bill, 
trainer Gil and coach Nick can 
*' teach him? Yet for all these pieces 

of Andte-wlsdom, he still left 
WlmUedon with aftalo the size of a 
hula ling above his head. Se^, 
AaiazlngAndre doesn’t win, but he 
sunwloa.^it? 

I mean mis guy doesn’t even use 
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the All England Club locker rooms. 
He breezes In, plays, breezes out. 
'Sweet innocence’ said Dan 
Masloell, and you wonder if BBC's 
grand old man is getting carried 
away. 

Okay, okay what Aggravating 
Andre says and does off court is 
irrelevant-are we looking for 
Intdlectfirom akldwhohas done 
nothing but bit balls since he could 
stand. NO. Spoitspeople, 
remember Mike 1>i^n. remember 
Mike Gatting, are not supposed to 
perform with words, but in their 
discipline. 

So, if Adolscent Andre is no 
Hemingway in the Interview room 
, thafocool.'causw he’s Isaac Asimov 
on court-spaced out, a dream, 

, 'fontastic. No one i^ys like him, no 
oaovdll. If diey said McEnroe’s 
hand^eye co-ordination was 
matmlessi. it was because th^ 


How docs this small 
shrimp of a guy generate a 
pace that had Wheaton at 
one point, mouth open, 
running In for a volley, 
still not thinking about 
bending his knees, when 
the bait had kissed his 
socks and gone by? 


hadn't seen Agassi yet 

When they talk about taking the 
ball earfy, they talk about hitting a 
rising ball, befixe it reaches it’s 
apex. Like Meclr. Only Andit^ofien 
hits it when the ball has just 
bounced-like a half volley drive, 
and that’s earty. To do that you 
need legs for early positioning, 
lightning handspe^ and perfect 
timing that’s what makes him 

Astonishing Andre. And the 
pace?-howdoes this small, shrknp 
of a guy generate a pace that had 
David V^eaton at one point at 
Wimbledon, mouth open, running 
Inforavolley, still not thinking 
about bending his knees, when the 
ball had kissed his socks and gone 
by? 

Now Wheaton at Wimbledon, like 
Courier in Paris and Sampras in 
New York, proved one major, and 
repetitive point loan Annoyed 
Andre. That genius, no argument 
here, wasn’t winning him matches 
that count On pure skills, Agassi 
is on top of this four man heap, yet 
he is the least successfod. 
Contradictions agahii 

Dismissing Agassi asano-hopo* 
on big occasions is foolhardy, but it 
is his hiabillty tocharige the pace 
and strategy of a match that 
Qiy^ttifies. Absurd Andre is 
notorious for his pre-match 
preparatlcln-he bits balls for two 
mtoutes, hil»the court, andhitsa 
tefi^ fronfstridce one that he 
doesn’t change till the end, 

; In Baris hewasupasetanda 
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back, hitting looser) Agassi had 
nothlngtoc^r. Worse was the 
Wheaton scenario. Up 4-2 and 
Wheaton 0.40 on serve in the 
fourth set. Agassi played 
whimsically and carelessly and 
lost. Again, no change to his tempo. 
No change of rhythm. At the final 
stages of a match, the man losing 
goes for broke and the man 
winning moves his game a notch 
hifdier. his mind putr^ped fiifi of 
hunger, his beU^ put^ting with a 
burst of adrenalin. Agassi appears 
not to be moved. 

If he has to turn around his 
career at 21, he will have to. 

For some he will always be 
Artless Andre, who when asked 
why he wears such short shirts 
says. 'Because when I hit a ^ot it 
whips up and shows my stomach 
and nave!’. But even Artless Andre 
is good for a game which is teeming 
with somber, sullen clones. 

Point is. nowwhenare we going 
to see the Adult Andre-thc winner? 
Now that’s Asking Andre! 


urf4lrctuunied tacifod|«4Biu^ 
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G raeme hick 

has my sympathy 
as he struggles to 
find his form against us. 

You may think that 
stramge coming from the 
opp>osing captain but 
cricket will be the richer 
when he finally shows 
his talents at Test level. 

Getting bowded in the 
nets during practice by 
19-year-old Mark Clarke, a net bowler brought In by 
the England management isjust the kind of thing to 
make you feel the world is against you. 

He is not the first batsman to find the West Indies 
bowlers too hot to handle Nottinghamshire's Tim 
Robinson came to the Caribbean after a very 
successful start to his Test career and could not get 
going against us. 

After the England selectors made the commitment 
to Hick by waiting so long for him to qualify they must 
give him enough chances to prove his worth. With 
perseverance, their Investment will come good. 

We realise the consequences if he finds his form 
gainst us. No captain wants anyone of that potential 
to strike his form against you but we do know there is 
too much ability for it to be wasted. It’s a bad period for 
him. He hasn’t got much international experience 
and he’s up against a side with four good fast bowlers. 
However, he’s stlU young. I’m quite positive he will 









And his way In Test match cricket—but hopefully not 
this summer. 

STAND BY YOUR PLAYERS 


O UR policy too has been to stand our players. 

Talking to Carl Hooper after his two recent 
centuries, he thinks he's now hitting the ball 
well-and-confldent he can take that into this Test. 

Runs breed _ 

confidence. 1 know—I’ve 

been through stages Afr0f ITiakitlQ n1 

with a run of low scores uinM 

early in ny career. I ^ niWR Oy YTOIl 

know adtatit felt like. nim tO C|UOllfyi ' 

Eveiytoeyoufaiiitputs himenoughc^ 

hit worth.^ I 

Bridge was the scene of 1ti0lrlnv0StnK 

first Test century 


After making the commitment 
to Hick by waiting so long for 
him to qualify, they must give 
him enough chance to prove 
his worth. perseverance, 
their investment wHt come 
good 


in England, 232. It was the year. 1976. 

adien the England captain. Tony Greig. said he would 

make us "grovel”. 

It was tiiy first Test trip here and after a successful 
series against India this was the ultimate test. 

I thought. 'Okay, you may score runs around the 
world, but coming to En^and in very trying 
conditions and doing well would be the ultimate.' It 
worked out and adiat one would give to turn back 

the hands of 

I the clock. It was a 
wond^Ume.1 
completed a record of 
runs in a calendar year 
and It was the start of 

WeknewToriyGrelg 
and howhe talked. He 
was a macho man. 

















CALMER WATERS AHEAD 
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itua|ei»tlow ofltercd 
^ lae s<»ts, from cAd Test 

|d«grm« totfrunken ino^^ 


ovmfrqi^dnti- Howdtfflc^ 
Mmidiipafrcmt and albonv aUm 
littke use ofthe slaifi; good or 
frut 1 ^. Uke (frose so anxious to 
lMd|>itife, immtsd <^heil|»ai)^ 
odw, as beandkedlisto baii^^ 
fidii0ioaiabldt,gc^ 
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the sWt-i)itd»dbafi. iwnds 

need todsewtfihOu! ban rattier 
than iftstinciivety'di^ 
think he has to de<relop the nerve 
and oaiMRi^to send the ball off, 
htO hands idtnost in front ofhis 
throat. Alan Knott anddohn 


t »^g« I«FTI #•-> I 


thefostesttandmatoudsenck widi 
pniotiQe Hk&oande It too. 
HisdaspsvdUcOnKltofiinghox^ 
sure of that; butthey may toke 


aito frni4i«to WoiAfaidkto 
batomen; IdsgenttofMicMS'laeks 



Aihtoooevtosstoandngtoat^ theAfrttotodxsnSngi^ i 
dfkasttjitthaffiiraoh^ tdayer* have had varytoglbi^^ [ 


Ihe Anal {dayar. RobtoSauto. 
coutoghwHMtandUuxtot^ , 
advice <ffafr. 

six mcniths saw a itoclinaln 
Australis to a idate of anidOna 
friHure, fcdkiwed dds suasmirbyan' 


r7iTnirr.>T77rr:Tr4T:^r37T:T^^ 


Euthe has shCMvh (hststarayado 
pass, tlfisreaiaoshner aoitoto 
ahead. 

HtckaildLanitoi 
«m to thia thought 


trying to psyche you out But we doubted 
if the ablUty was there to match the threats and that 
spurred us on to put him In his place 

CHEERS TO SOUTH AFRICA 

I 'VE had many offers in the past tof>lay m South 
Africa—one for about £250,000—bull always 
said no because 1 didn’t want to be used 
Why else would they have offered me so much? 

When they get their house in order in South Africa 
people won't be dishing round these enormous sums, 
so there simply must have been an ultenor motive 
1 Ve followed the South 
A^an situation and It 

s^s tomethOTis^i Our poHcy too has been to 

Stand by our pkiyei*. Runs 
of talented people there breed confidence. I know... 

Ev«yftnoyouW[»pulsyou 

menofgoodwlUrvemet nlfttierbOCK 

who are determined it 
wlllhe crippled no 


longer I talked with All Bacher (of the new United 
Crit ket Board ol SA) and he is working very hard to 
bring about a real change in attitudes there 

As a young cricketer two of my greatest idols were 
Mike Procter and Barry Richards I saw Mike at 
Northants and Barry last Sunday at Southampton 
and if they have anything to do with It—if they have 
any influence with their government—the game in 
their countiy will better 

I ran only wish them the best of luck and hope 
everything good surfaces in South Africa 

I stick to my beliefs for the moment that I should not 
go there but there is nothing i would like more. 

I when South Africa 

has become a genuine 
muluraaal society, to 
have a few drinks with 
Procter, Richards and Dr 
Bacher on their own soil. 

Unfortunatelyjlhe 
change has probably 
come too late fcnr it to 


happen during uw 
{laying lifettine. • 
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f the many legacies of 
British presence in the 
region, besides banknotes 
bearing the Queen’s portrait 
from the good old days when 
she used to smile, rugby is 
the most universal. To say 
that it is a religion in Fiji is 
disrespectful, not to religion 
but to rugby. And the Fijian 
rugby team ain’t no 
pushovers at the world level 
and they look alarmingly like 
the ferocious warriors who 
greeted Captain Cook with 
their spears and clubs. 

This month they had a 
series of matches against 
England. The picture shows 
the Fijian rugby captain 
performing a tribal ritual 
prior to their matches 
against the white man! It 
seems they were getting 
ready to devour the 
opposition! 
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Michael Johnson is the favourite to lift the 200m 
) crown at the World Athletics Championships 
in Tokyo next month 


OHNSON! For 
years, the 
surname 

quickly ! 

brought forth ! 

an Image of a 
medium height, heavily 
muscled man. with 
bloodshot eyes, 
screaming down the 
track. Ben Johnson of 
Canada. How could 
there be another 
Johnson in the rarefied 
strata of athletic 
champions? But now 
things are changing. 
While Ben Johnson 
moves off into a gentle 
decline, it is now Michael 


Johnson who is at cruise 
control. Tall, lithe, with 
smouldering eyes, he 
has a running style that 
is the dream of eveiy 
aspiring champion 
athlete. 

Last year. Michael 
Johnson was the best 
200 m runner in the 
world. He was also the 
best ^X)m runner in the 
world, becoming the first 
man to achieve number 
one ranking in both 
events. Such prodigious 
talent has earned the 
23-year-old, Athlete of 
the Year honours from 
the prestigious Thack 



md Field News. It alM 
forced a choice on him for 
the'91 World 
Championships this 
year. The Tokyo 
schedule makes a 
double virtually 
Impossible. He has to 
make a choice. Because 
he is king In both. For 
example: In the 400m. he 
has achieved a personal 
best of 44.21. In the 
200m, he has a personal 
best of 19.85. 

Which will you choose, the 
S00or400T 
Most likely, the 200.1 
have more experience in 
the 200.1 feel more 
comfortable in the event. 
Right now. I’m running 
the 200 better than the 
400. 

your first major 900 this 
spring was a 90.99 win by a 
iarge margin at Shizuoka. 
How did you feel about 
that performance early in 
the season? 

1 didn't have a good start 
but 1 ran a good curve. 1 
didn’t have to push going 
down the straightaway. 


I’m going to 
have to be in 
top form to 
win the gold 
medal d\ the 
Tokyo World 
Championships. 
I’ll have to 
be running 
very fast, and 
in that 
context the 
world record 
I could come 



What is H about the 400 
that you feel you’ve not 
conquered yrt? 

1 need to feel more sure of 
what I’m doing. There’s a 
lot of room for mistakes. 
It’s a tactical race, as 
opposed to the 200, 
where there are no 
tactics. 

Would you say with one 
more season under yow 
belt you’d be ready next 
year to give equal weight 
to both events? 

Yes. I’ll be running a few 
400s this summer and 
that experience should 
pay off in‘92. 

You nm a terrific curve In 
the 900. What's your 
secret? 

I've run a lot of Indoor 
races on small tracks. It 
takes a lot of body 
control, udiich carries 
over outdoors oh lhe . 


turn. 

Do you actually enjoy a 
900 more than a 400? 

Which is more fun? 

The 400 is a lot of fun 
because it’s more of a 
challenge. 1 learn 
something new every 
time. There’s been more 
competition for me in 
that event so far. 

How do you appraise the 
900fieid? 

There’s Joe OeLoach, the 
Olympic champion, and 
Floyd' Heard.. .And there 
are always people who 
pop up that you've never 
heard of, just like I did a 
fewyears ago. I have to be 
prepared for anything. 
Would you like to nail the 
world record in the 900 
(19.79) this season? 

I’m going to have to be in 
lop form to win the gold 
medal at the Tokyo 
World Qta^ionships. 


Michael Johnson 
(right) breasts the tape 
just a little ahead of 
Leroy Burrell In a race 
in Barcelona 


I’ll have to be running 
very fast, and in that 
context the world record 
could come, 
in training, your coach 
Clyde Hart gives you a lot 
of strength and endurance 
work, as opposed to 
sprints. Why? 

Basically. 1 do a 400 
workout. For example, 1 
might do 8x200. Most 
sprinters would do a few 
200s real fast with 
complete rest. 1 don’t run 
them as fast but I 
minimise the rest. The 
rest is the workout. Right 
now. I’m doing them in 
26.5 with a 9d-second 
rest. It takes strength to 
race a 200 all out. It also 
takes strength to sustain 
a long season with 
consistent 
performances. 

How do you feel going into 
this season as the world's 
top-ranked 

track-and-fleid athlete? 

Now that I can make a 
good living in my sport, 
the pressure to work up 
to that level is gone. I’ll be 
expected to win. but I’m 
not going to let any 
exterior pressure be put 
on me. It’ll be within 
myself. 

you're featured in a 
fashion spread in the June 
issue of Esquire. Arc you 
much of a dothes horse? 

I love clothes. I do a lot of 
shopping. 

What's the most 
outrageous gift youVe 
picked (to for yourself in 
your travels? 

In New York, I bought a 
pair of green 
alligator-skin boots. 

So at the meets this 
season, you'll be hanging 
around in green 
alligator-ridn boots? 

No, I don’t wear them in 
summer.# r. 
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'■wm ^ WENTy-FIVE YEARS ago 

' ■ Garfl«ld Sobers had the . 

' 8 gfvatest season thateven 
V Jfc heewreti^oyed^ 

“There used to be those riddles that 
began ;On the Angers of one hand'. 
Garficdd Sobers, a left-hander, 
;<nttide cricket histoiy with almost 
^iweiy fli;^er- certal^y of his left 
hahd.He started his historic 
caiH^ bowling slowleft-arm 
'natural' finger-epfn, spun off the 
^)|i^ Index Anger. Then he became a 
considerable seam bowler, using, 
tff course, the first two fingers of his 
left hand. He became a ba^-of-the 
lumd spinner-third finger-while, 
'dr course, hetnatte out^urklh^ 
caters hi both hands, mid batted 
teft-'handed. though sometimes in 
.die .nets, for amusement, he would 
. take on the role of a right-hander, 
With autprislngly impressive 
imul^ 

‘:s undoubtedly the finest 

aSrofthd player in the hlstcuy of the 
giuherbuXi at the age of 38 In 1974, 
he announced his retirement from 
Teat ctt4^et. It Is amazing that a 
man of so many and varied gifts 
•idMuld have brought them 
:h;gether so effectively, 

ffe first ^yed for West 
Jddlfiipthnarlly as an orthodmi; 
-iriowieilTarm bdi«dert4 for 81 
agal^ Eing^andat 
|Qd^Btbn)-w)Knhewasoiify 17; 
JEkit Istwas not unlit 19977-58 that 
^batth^came into fhU bloom, In., 
jbboaeries with Paldstantn West 
Then be played six 
doinpiiecutive innings otewsr 50-the 
loaf lidw being365not out. 125 
andiOd not out-7and was 

YimihgdIWdren wmi^ng Sir 
. Q«fytSM)«ratxMid during a 
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established as a Test piay^. ■ 

Let us look at Garfield St Auburn 
^befa as he appeared on the 
icsdciKt field. Fully 6ft tall, lithe and 
graceful, be was not out of place 
toiywhere'. If he was famous as a 
i^p-where he made catching look 
absurdly simple-or at short Teg, 
where he amply reinforced 
ofTsplnner Lance Gibbs' leg-trap, 
it Is easy to forget that especially as 
a young man, he was boundin{^ 
fast In the outfield, and possessed 


He was for many years 
captain of West Indies, 
but it is hard to say that 
he was a uniformly good 
captain. He was a bom 
gambler, who more than 
once produced startling 
figures, but captaincy 
undoubtedly brought his 
Test career to an early 
end and he vrill always 
be remembered as the 
captain who took a 
chance which failed 


' ais extremely powerful 'arpi' fihm 
’ the.deep. 

' 'RdK his various styles of -. 

> .howHng: with xie^ 

t wsu^iricmers^He could 

-' .itn Caidatimsdlum-pece. orbowl ' 

>li«ll|islcie tm.a turner. Add to.all 

to .hcrM and you \ 


His whole Test matdh liK atony is 
punctuated by rfethaiisablo ^nts. 
Fur instance!, ait I^ngston in' 
1967-68, Westintfiea fblicnaod on 
against England and. Mth five 
secondrirailngs wickets down, 
needed another 29 to avoid an 
innings defeat Sobers, xnbo had 
been out for O in the first fnntn^^ 
had only the tallenders forsupixnrt. 
Yet, on an unreliable pitch, he 
made 113 not out the highest 
score of the match and, taldng the 
first two England wickets for no 
runs, almost carried West Irbies to 
an historic win. 

He was for many 3 %ar 8 captain of 
West Indies, but it is hard to say 
that he was a uniformly good 
captain. He was a bom gambler, 
who more thmi mce produced 
startling figures, but CE^taincy 
undoubtedly broiij^t his Test 
career to an early end; and he will 
always be remembered as the, 
capt^ who tooka chance whk;h 
faded. 

. In that 1967-^ st^es against 
Enjgland. he made more rtms, a;ia 
higher rate, than anyone i^e, and 
bovded more overs than anyone, 
else on elther.slde. The first thn^ 
Tests, when Ehi^and made the - 
highest scares, were all dmwit lp 
the fourth, Buk^r; 
suiprise, bofw^ 

IcgroiR. and Sobers 
chafieh^gdedardiiim. 
couklhbt mjpiat hts^Ferfotmant^ 
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O NE of the 

sadnesses for 
the unbiased 
cricket lover as 
the current Test match 
series continues its 
intrlguii^ way is that 
cruel luck has deprived 
us of cheering a last 
hurrah to one of the most 
prolific and resplendent 
opening partnerships of 
the game’s ancient 
history. 

When he twisted his 
knee In the field way 
back-lt seems like aeons 
now-ln the Texaco 
one-dayers of the 
springtime, one never 
gave It a thought that it 
would be the last time we 
would be seeing Gordon 
Greenldge on a cricket 
field. 

But it seems it will be. 
He rejtumed to Barbados 
after his intricate knee 
operation to recuperate. 
It will be 14 months till 
the West Indies team 
takes the field in a Test 
match after the present 
series. 

But as the salutations 
are offered to Haynes as 




he continues his smiling 
way around the shires of 
England this 
summer-he will 
doubtless be back for 
Middlesex next year and 

is certainly earmarked 
as successor as captain 
to Vivian Rlchards-he 
says he is storing up 
much of the goodwill to 
take back and present to 
Greenldge in Barbados 
in September. Proxy 
farewells from English 
cricket. 

Meanwhile, there Is 
the brilliance of Ha}mes 
to enjoy. After his own 


[ 



GREENIDGE 


The Cruel I 
And The S[\ 
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oack trouble early in the 
tour, I felt atlVent Bridge 
that he looked much 
looser, much happier. If 
so, one fears for England 
in the final Test 
Not that Haynes has 
ever been anything but a 
happy cricketer. The 
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Axeman 

^Assassin 


contrast between him 
and Greenidge at the 
wicket-you could never 
fail to identify them from 
behind the ropes: the 
senior one compact and 
frowning with the most 
wltheringly cruel 
axeman's attack at the 
ball, the other, much 
more the silky assassin, 
but both totally 
murderous of bowling. 

They opened together 
in Tests an incredible 
148 times-86 more 
times than the next most 
cosy opening 
partnership in history. 
Simpson and Lawiy of 
Australia. 

In the dressing-room 
too. Greenidge and 
Haynes were chalk and 
cheese. Greenidge's 
comer a dark, brooding, 
monastic place; 
everything laid out 
neatiy. almost too 
fastidiously. In contrast, 
Ha 3 mes "space", near the 
doctor open window, is 
always cheery, hail 
fellow, and 
higgledy-piggledy, kit 
and clobber this way and 
that. Says Haynes 
fingering the glinting 
gold prendemt at his neck, 
inscribed "LIVE. LOVE. 
LAUGH'-’lonlyhadto 
look across at Gordon's 
comer, everything so 
neat, tidy, and preprared, 
and say to myself. ‘Man, 
there's the true pro to 
aspire to'. It was an 
honour to be second 
fiddle to him all those 
years. I Just wish he 
could have had this one 
deserved farewell 
summer, getting all the 
goodbyes and applause. 
I'd love to go on as long as 
him-and, like he did. 

Just get better and better 
all the time." 

Still, for England. 
Haynes on his own 
remains a mighty 
handful. • 







VIEWPOINT 




F iction 
turning 
Into fact is 
one of life’s 
rewarding 
experiences. 

Asa cricket writer I have 
seen this happen only 
twlce-Mohinder 
Amamath hitting 
Michael Holding on the 
pads at Lord's in 1983 
and Javed Miandad 
hitting the most 
celebrated six of his 
career at Shaijah three 
years later. However, it Is 
an anecdote about a 
former first-class 
cricketer called Harold 


wHIi^ green to 
TSUifitoniMOvede 
;Mti8nfitlon; 


whooolilcSiwH^ 
Tilf^ around 
ndthaOidclier^ 
abandon was 
soonenposedin 
theslidclycnnlcal 
V county 
! Jdboratoiy. 
:Q^ 

;T^i9yccted*The 

.^.rfewpcswas 

diiSi^liad 
ncid^Uio skill 
' nbi^tiie' ' 
temperamciit.to 
suoecedatthe 
fiffM<«iasilcvfl 


KISMET, 


Harold 

WM 


Gimblett that forms my 
favourite bedtime stoiy 
1935: Harold 
Gimblett, 20, was given a 
trial by Somerset. From 
village green to Taunton 
proved a vast transition; 
the young man who 
could swing his bat 
around with a butcher’s 
abandon was soon 
exposed in the slickly 
clinical county 
laboratoiy. Gimblett was 
rejected. The verdict was 


straightforward: 

Gimblett had neither the 
skill nor the 

temperament to succeed 
at the first-class level. 

There is an emotional 
narrative in Gimblett’s 
biography by David Foot. 
Gimblett, he relates, 
arrived at the county 
ground with no cricket 
bag. He was shoivn to the 
professionals’ dressing 
room. Someone told him: 
There's two pegs. That’s 


where you change. And 
speak when you are 
spoken to.’ 

When they walked out _ 
for the ‘pudding proof,’ 
the Somerset giant 
Arthur Wellard 
pronounced: ‘At least 
you look like a cricketer. 
We’ll soon find out If you 
are one.’ They soon did 
Gimblett wasn’t ’Wellard 
and Andrews started 
knocking over the 
stumps faster than I 


Harold Gimblett: Someracd’s favourite son 
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HARDLY! 



dressing room that their 
regular. Laurie Hawkins 
had taken a knock on the 
thumb auod would be out 
for the game beginning 
on Saturday. Somerset 
were down to ten at the 
eleventh-and-a-half 
hour. Captain Jack 
White rued his luck. 
Resigned, he said: "We’ll 
Just have to play this 
bloke Glmblett". 

As simple as that. A 
county throw-away 
making his first-class 
debut because the side 
was a player short. 

Now came the 
geographical headache 
of logistics. The young 
man had never been to 
Frome-the 
venue-before. He was 


Qlmbtatt picturad a faw 
days before Me death 
supported by hla wlW 
Rita (left) and an old friend 


could pick them up. 1 
realised for the first time 
the enormous gap 
between first class and 
club cricket," recalled 
Glmblett. 

So a ‘Sorry, thank you’ 
note it was. More 
specifically, the 
^merset captain Jack 
White pitied the 
embarrassment of a raw 
20 -year-old. asked him 
to hang around until the 
end of the week in 
exchange for 35 shillings 
and his bus fare. "Afraid 
you ait not good 
enough," he said. Young 
Glmblett couldn’t be 
bothered This has been 



one of the most 
wonderful weeks of my 
life, sir," he said. "I’ve met 
all my heroes." 

Somerset played a 
Taunton game 
Immediately after, and 
the fresh reject was 
called upon to help out in 
the extra-curricular: he 
helped pick up the grass 
and prepare the wicket 
for the next match. 
Eventually, he ended up 
fielding as a substitute 
for both sides 

Enter kismet. Just 
when Glmblett was 
packing to take the bus 
back hpme, word filtered 
into the Somerset 


Harold Qlmblatt as ha was during hla halcyon 
Somaraetdaya 






advised to catch an eairly 
bus to Bridgwater, and 
then a second one to the 
fixture On second 
thoughts this was 
changed to get to 
Bridgwater by 9 o clock 
for one of the other 
c nc keters to pick 
Glmblett up In his car 

Glmblett almost never 
made his county debut 
He missed the bus that 
was to take him to 
Bridgwatei and stood by 
for the next one two 
hours later A lorry 
gradually emerged from 
the edge of tlie horizon 

Glmblett waved him to 
a stop 

Sorry I ve missed the 
bus 

OK Jump in Where are 
you goin^ 

To Frome 
Why? 

lo play cricket - 
Whofoi*^ 

Somerset 
Oh aht 

Glmblett gatecrashed 
into the most important 
match of his life 
Somerset was batting 
Glmblett chec ked his 
name on the scoresheet 
he was number eight 
All the ordeal seemed a 
long way off With a fair 
amount of resistance 
Glmblett may need to bat 
only on the second 
morning 

No hope Somerset lost 
tlirerlorJS later it was 
105 foi live By 2 20 In 
the iftcmoon Harold 
Glmblett onl> earlier In 
the week asked to return 
home by his c ounty was 
actually walking out to 
bat lor It 

He remembered the 
dressing room advice 
Peter Smith will always 
bowl you a googly, so be 
leadyforlt he was told 
Googly'* Glmblett was 
confused Now what the 
hell was this? Id never 
seen one he said 
Wally Luc kes patlentfy 



Glmblett with Alan Peame, a Somerset teammate when they played Kent in 1936 


lilt who thotild hivc 

ittumtd home with 35 shUliiiss In hit 
pocMr ttaytd back to pl^ior 
Somtrset from 1935 to 1954. Htsooitcl 
49 centuries lor them and agsmsstttf 
more than 93^000 runs in Ibih'dess 
cricket His hishest was 3l0iMnlnst 
Sussex in 1948. And he played fliiee 14tt 
' matches for inland 


eiqplained that it looked 
like a leg spinner but 
went the other way 
Meanwhile athioaty 
voice In the crowd 
shouted Leave it to 
Arthur rWeUard) son 
Peter Smith chuckled 
to himself His first 
googly was unknowingly 
pushed to mid wicket for 
a single In his second 
over Glmblett 
straight-drove him to the 
boundary Aha said 
Peter Smith to himself 
and tossed up the 
deccys His fourth over 


3 rlelded 15 runs One leg 
break was overpitched 
Glmblett lifted him over 
mid off for six The beer 
tent emptied 

The scorers were going 
berserk In nine overs, 
Somerset gathered 69 
runs Glmblett 48 A six 
celebrated his 
half century It had 
taken 28 minutes and 33 
balls 

Meanwhile, Wellard 
was stumped Wally 
Luckes was bowled ty 
Nichols When Nichols 
tested Glmblett with a 


short ball the tyro 
hooked It to the 
boundary When 
Glmblett got to his 
maiden century In 
first-c lass cricket only 
30 runs had been scored 
ty batsmen at the other 
end Time taken 63 
minutes It turned out to 
be the fastest hundred 
ty anyone In the 
summer of 1935 His 123 
eventually consumed 
only 79 minutes 
Ihe 20-year-old, who 
should have returned 
home with 35 shillrngs In 
his pocket, stayed back 
to play for Somerset from 
1935 to 1954 He scored 
49 centuries for them 
and aggregated more 
than 23.000 runs In 
first-class cricket His 
highest was 310 against 
Sussex In 1948 And he 
played three Test 
matches for England 
Harold Glmblett, 
English cricket folk hero, 
took his own life In 1978P 
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QUESTIONS 


1 . Who invented 
the ‘feather first’ 
service in 
badminton? 

2 . Who scored a 
double century 
in his last Test 
innings? 

3 . Which Test 
cricketer is 
supposed to have 
efiected a dismissal 
off the very first ball 
he has kept wicket 
to? 

4 . What is the 
non-sporting 
hobby of Vasily 
Alexeyev, the world 
record holder in the 
super heavyweight 
category of 
weigntlifting? 

5 . Who is the only 
Aborigine to 
have won a Grand 
Slam event in 
tennis? 

6 . Which 
Pakistani 
captain has played 
RanjiTtophyIn 
post-independent 
India? 

7 . Which Ranji 
cricketer di^ 
when the Bangalore 
bound Island 
Express met with 
an accident? 



THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN 
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SIJSHOBHAN CHOWDHURY, 
PROFESSORS COLONY, 
CHIRAGORA, 
DHANDBAD826001 
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8 . Wliichcricketer 
hasthe distinction V' 
of scoring a duck 
after atmiximuni 
number of Test 
matches? 

9 . Who is the 
youngest Indian 
to have scored a 
first class century*? 

1 /"^What is the 
X V/Egypt Cup 
awarded for in 
world table tennis? 

1 1 - Which 
' X winter sport 
involves shooting? 

T Q.Which 
X Indian 
footballer was 
contacted to play 
forTottenham 
Hotspurs? 

1 O. What was so 
X O special about 
Geoff Hurst's three 
goal burst in the 
1966 World Cup 
football finals? 

1 A .Who are the 
X ^ three 
brothers to have 
played in the same 
one-day ! 

international? ■ 

T C.Wliatdo 
X OSyed 
Kirmani and David 
Gower have in 
common as 
bowlers? 




























ACXIONI 











Clockwise from right: 
Graeme Hick’s problem with 
the short rising ball shows 
once again. The helmet saved 
him when he was hit on the 
back of the head by Ambrose 

Ambrose has the measure of 
Hick again. ..caught Richards 
forO 

England’s fast bowler David 
Lawrence bowls Richardson 
and Richards is disappointed 

Richards punishes 
bowler Hick 














Top: Marshall has come ^[ood 
with that bat in this senes. 
The paunch oaght be bigger 
butheisstiflathreat 

Left: When Gooch is out the 
Windies know they have got 
the mcyor threat out of the 
way. Here Ambrose has the 
England captain 

Right: You can’t cap thisrViv 
Kchards in flamboyant 
action 













NOSTALGIA 


"Th«r« wttr« days (in 
1969) whan I fait i could 
hava hit tha ball with tha 
bloody handia and still 
won” 

—Rod Lavar 




Little 
Big 


'1 worked as a messenger boy, 
played tennis at lunch hours and 
week ends. They were difficult 
times. I was living completely on 
my own, home*sick, lonely, not 
at ail sure of myself. It was good 
fw me ail right. It hardened me, 

i iava me a fooling of being a solid 
ndlvidual" 

—Rodney George Laver 

W HEN Rod Laver 

walked onto coui t 
with his quick, 
mincing, pigeon toed 
step he appeared more like a 
bdilboy in disguise 
He was lean and light. 173 cms 
tall and weighing 68 kg His face 
was freckled and boyish, and il thi 
sun was up he would don his broad 
bnmmed AustraMan hat. a rather 
bai tered white floppy thing which 
he tipped Jauntily over his eyes like 
a teenager or pressed firmly over 
his ears like an old lady on a cold, 
rainy morning 
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Great tennis players were 
supposed to be big. suave and 
domineering, yet looking at Laver 
one thought, what is this little 
redhead doing on the same courts 
as the world's professionals? 

Only thing was. Rod Laver was 
the little man who played the 
bigge.st game. Frighteningly 
aggressive and committed, he 
would hit tlie ball consistently 
hard—^by the end of 1969 he had 
won Rs 8.62 lakhs in prl/e money 
and moreover had achieved the 
Grand Slam twice (1962 and 
1969). a feat now considered 
impossible. Wlio was this 
incredible man? 

HE Rod Laver story began in 
Rockhampton. Australia in the 


August of 1938, and appropriately. 
In lateryears, he was to be 
nicknamed. The Rockhampton 
Rocket'. His father reared cattle for 
a living, yet posses-sed some 
keenness for tennis, which he 
passed on to his sons, though 
young Rod spent his early years 
being consistently beaten his 
brother. His talent though was 
quickly evident, and Charlie Hollis, 
a coach and friend of Laver. Sr, 
took the young hopeful under his 
wing. It was under his tutelage that 
Laver developed his ruthless 
streak, for Hollis' principal lesson 
was: play all shots with a killer 
Instinct. 

Being small. I.aver required 
topspin on hl.s drives, so that he 




"Everytime an amateur 
turns pro he gets licked 
so badly, he gets 
terribly discouraged. 
Not so with Laver. With 
him it became a 
challenge" 

Ken Rosewall 












"There Is a sort of magic 
about him. Whenever he 
is competing something 
happens to him. 
Whether he is playing 
gin rummy or a 
Wimbledon match, he 
has to win" 

—Mary Laviu 


could hit hard without 
overshooting the baseline. "We 
would put tin cars inside the 
baseline and try to hit them", he 
said, adding. "1 could do it fairly 
well when 1 used topspin, but If I hit 
flat the ball would sail over". To 
execute his topspin drives. Laver 
needed stronger wrists and once 
again Hollis was at hand to help. 
Said Laver. "Charlie made me keep 
u squash ball in my left pocket and I 
wotild squeeze It all day at school". 

Laver developed swiftly and 
Hollis demonstrated a keenness to 
enter him in tournaments even 
though he was only 11. "Just 
before I was 13,1 played a tall, 
gentleman in the finals of a 
B-toumament in Rockhampton", 
leaver recalled. "He said, ‘1 don’t 
mind losing to a slip of a kid, but 


having to kneel dotvn to shake his 
hand is rough'." 

Soon after, at 15. Laver suffered 
a serious attack ofjaundice and 
when he recoveied was told he’d 
have to take that term at school 
again. Laver declined, left school, 
his heart now with tennis. 

The Dunlop company had long 
shown an Interest in him, and he 
moved to Brisbane, over 640 
kilometres from home, to work for 
them at about Rs. 112 a week. This 
was the time when he worked as a 
messenger boy, and played 
whenever he could steal some 
time, an experient'e. which 
’hardened’ him. 

Laver at that point lived for 
tennis. He went to a local 
gyntnasium and lifted weights to 
strengthen his shoulders a-id 
develop his slight build. On court 
too he was tireless, labouring hard, 
eager and ambitious. 

Tilings then happened swiftly. 
Only 18. he went to the United 
States and won the National 
Junior title, impressing already 
with his powerful shot making. Two 
years later he was a contender at 
every tournament he played, and 
then in 1962, still an amateur and 
Just 24. he won all four majors to 
achieve his first Grand Slam. 

In 1963, Laver turned 
professional, signing a three year 
contract that guaranteed him 
nearly Rs. 2.25 lakhs. But, he 
started offby being unable to beat 
anyone. As his compatriot Lew 
Hoad said, "Red lost 21 out of his 
first 23 matches. It came as a 
revelation to many tennis fans who 
thought that the top amateur was 
on the same level with the top pros." 

Laver was hardly discouraged. 



























for as Ken Kosewall. then No. ]. 
explained. "Everytlme an amateur 
turns pro he gets licked so badly, 
that he gets terribly discouraged. 
Not so with Rocket. Witli him it 
became a challenge". 

Those months in 1963 were 
Laver’s initiation into manhood. 

He thought of the year as one long 
match, losing the early sets 
preparing to win the later ones. "1 
wajs hungry to win", he recalled. "1 
wanted to taste the winning. 1 was 
25 and a tennis player. 1 thought, if 
1 was not going to be a winner, what 
was the point of it all?". 

It was only a question of time. 
Soon the spate of defeats became 
ancient history and the No. 1 
amateur of 1962 became the No. 1 
pro In 1967. And during this 
transition he got married. 

Laver met Mary Benson In 1966 
at a charity tennis exhibition in Los 
Angeles where she lived. "When I 
married Mary, 1 ft)und an inner 


feeling I hat helped me. There was 
no extra pressure on me. but I tried 
harder". 

It obviously helped, for by the 
beginning of 1969 he had improved 
so much that he could not lose. 
"There were days". Laver said, 
"when I felt I could have hit the ball 
with the blrxidy handle and still 
won". This, was his true period of 
genius. 

"There is a sort of magic about 
him", explained his wile Mary. 
'Whenever he is cftmpeting, 
something happens to him. It does 
not matter what the game 
Is—whether gi n rummy or a 
Wimbledon maich—he has to win 
;t. His mind works that way. He 
doesn't have to prepare for a 
match, he is always prepared. It is 
built-in. as if this is what he was 
put on earth to do". 

If that is so. then Rodney George 
Laver did it well. 


"Just before I was 131 
played a tall gentleman 
in the finals of a B 
tournament at 
Rockhampton. He said, 

‘I don’t mind losing to a 
slip of a kid but kneeling 
down to shake hands is 
kind of rough'" 

—Hod Laver 


37 









REVIEW I 


World Under-21 Snooker Championship 

O'SULLIVAH 

IS 

OUTSTANDING 


I F there ever has been a 

one-man show in sport. It 
was this- the World 
Under-21 Snooker 
Championship of 1991. 
The spotlight never left 
15-year-old Ronald Antonio 
O’Sullivan from the moment he 
picked up his cue on day one till the 
final day when he lifted IJie trophy. 
The two weeks inbetween had seen 
him turn in an absolutely 
scintillating performance which 
culminated in a crescendo when he 


beat Patrick Delsemme of Belgium 
11-4 in the final. 

What made his superb run even 
better was the resilience 
O’Sullivan displayed whenever he 
was pushed Into a comer. Showing 
that champions are made of 
sterner stuff, he first wriggled out 
of trouble in the pre-quarter-flnals 
against New Zealeuider Mark 
Canovan. Then. In the final too. he 
suddenly replaced the flat beer he 
had served In the opening session 
with bubbling champagne to swing 


India’s Sonic MultanI couldn’t fathom out the opposition this time 









the match his way and take the title. 

Trailing Delsemme by two 
frames. O’Sullivan managed to end 
the first session Just one frame in 
arrears. 3-4. But the following day 
saw the British under* 16 
champion at his ruthless best. His 
opponent standing shell-shocked 
as O’Sullivan displayed some of the 
sharpshooting skills that has 
made him the youngest player in 
ihe world to notch up the magical 
score of 147 to run off 131 points on 
the trot. 

Delsemme, whose safe play in 
the first session had kept 
O'Sullivan in check, must have 
wondered what went wrong. His 
very first 'safe' shot in the second 


session turned into disaster. At 
that moment, there were all 15 red 
on the table. But barely seven 
minutes later, only the black ball 
remained on the green baize. 
Sinking a long red to start the 
break, O'Sullivan used fine 
judgement to extricate the 
bunched-up reds one by one and 
build the break. Once the table got 
less crowded, it was even smoother 
potting. The reds flowing into the 
pockets with pinpoint accuracy, 
while the colours rocketed in 
behind them. 

That was the opening of the 
floodgates as far as O'Sullivan was 
concerned. Refusing to relax even a 
bit, he just washed away 


semma as he displays the winner’s trophy and the trophy for the highest break 



Delserame's defensive strategies 
before the 17-year-old Belgian 
could launch another attack. 

Starting off in the same group, 
both O' Sullivan and Delsemme 
finished one and two after the 
round robin stage. But 
O'Sullivan's nm here was 
unbelievable. He was at the table 
for a bare 30 minutes for his first 
match against India’s Dhiraj Vij as 
he came up with a rip-roaring 4-0 
triumph. In fact this could be one 
for Guinness as the hapless Vij was 
allowed just one point in the whole 
matchl He then proceeded to 
demolish all the opposition in 
almost similar manner, only 
Delsemme and India's Cherag 
Ramakrlshan able to take frames 
off him. "I'm getting bored with the 
opposition," he said during his 
le^ue matches. 

O’Sullivan’s boredom very 
nearly ended when the last 16 
stage began, as Mark Canovan 
played a highly Intelligent game 
and was just one frame away from 
victory with a 4-3 lead. It was just 
the New Zealander's lack of 
experience that allowed the champ 
to turn the tide. India's Rafat Habib 
and Australia's Van Den Nowland 
were just no match for him as he 
breezed through to the final. 

Delsemme on the other hand, 
was hardly noticed in the initial 
stages. But his amazing potting 
power soon caught the eye as the 
elegant left-hander Impressed with 
his style. But even when he 
subdued the fancied Singapore lad 
Chong Keow Goh in the 
quarter-final. no one gave him a 
chance to make it to even the 
semis, for he was pitted next 
against Finland's Robin Hull, 
another potting expert and the one 
for big breaks. Hull had already 
notched up three century breaks in 
magnificent style and as he went 
into a 3-0 lead against Delsemme, 
it looked like curtains for the 
Belgian. But Delsemme. showing 
plenty of guts, brought his 
masterly play to a boil to race on to 
a 5-4 win. This victory boosted his 
confidence a lot against India’s 
fancied Sonic Multanl. the popular 
Belgian showing no signs of nerves 
at all to clinch an 8-4 victory to 
make the final. 

As for the Indian challenge. 











QcNie^tnMimwrK ttrgs on M« face, O'Sultivan maunehtts im lo ttM title 

E ven fiefixre he left the shores En^and, Ronald Antonio 
O'SulUvan's .ivptttation had reached J&angalore. The Ertttsh 
und^-l6 chait^lon had achieved an amazing feat—lie was 
the youngest to get a ixtrsak hf 14? and that too In a touma- 

He had bsen.refused entry Into the |>ro world aa he was too , 
: jtolingiWd was asked to wait for a year., ihid the man who was irder> 
eStod hihiift wW none other ftian the fahious English prwnoterBar- 
ijtytfedm.. i 

•' The World t}ndw~21 Ghan^OnShip which began fti early June at 
l^H^re saw a good crowd at any table that featpred O'Snlfivtoi. 
Whileftie firstday provided only agO-ihlnute gltmpseof the prodlgy- 
—OhiraJ VlJ of India being steanrrollered 4-0—but O’Sullivan Just 
missed centuiy breaks twice, failing at 95 and 99. 

Give Ronnie half a chance and yoij'llsee the balls disappear one by 
one for he plays all the shots in the and plays them with tremen - 

daus confidence. He breaks the b^ch. disturbs tlfem when needed 
as' the cue becomes a magic wand In his hands with the cue ball 
made.to rest precisely where he wants It - such Is.hls sUll. pred-' 
alon .and thinking. He does not plan onfy tfte nextahotbut a couple 
more In advance. 

> 1>U. and with a fine stance, O'Sullivan's potting is absotuteiy 
dean. Inaddltlon, he’s alrearfydeveloped a hlghfypn^sslonal atti¬ 
tude which makes him wary, yet ruthkns, of his cqiponent^ Norelax- 
,fng or taking things easy when In the lead, .for this boy^ He is on Hk; 
IMTowl all the ttoto. always keen on tighteiiliig the screws... 

.. With so many victartesto his credit, he must havereedved slot of 

e s smd mementoes. But the one gift hell dwaysdierlah lathe one 
recelved'from his Mher at Christmas When he was.zdhe.yearB" 
%gdt—a bUliards.tabfe. That mouMtod his whole career and, ^ this 
yotmg age-die lad la firm about Ids.pirc^fesdonal career whftfoheSlns 
rtoidycsBr undo* the care of Barry 
O^SuBfesn has, stuff to ft .gpod in the {noffmakhtol 


rqn 11' I ■yrwr* ^ r-i n rr? 


ded. lid'Bltopettostarids up well tn this hew 


Multani, who was even expected to 
win the title here was a big 
disappointment along with the 
other seeded Indians who never 
rose to the occasion. Multani went 
into a shell of his own making 
against Delsemme. in spite of what 
should have been a 
morale-boosling triumph against 
teammate Rohlt Rajgarhia during 
which he notched up a century 
break. But one or two early misses 
seemed to have upset him and he 
Just blew up his game. 

Rafat Habib from Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka’s AJay Prabhakar 
did pretty well. Rafat, who was 
eighth in the re-seedings at the last 
16 stage, needs a lot of exposure if 
he wants to make It big. Something 
that applies to all the other Indians 
too. 

But the difference in class was 
too much. Except for O’Sullivan. 
Robin Hull and Delsemme, the 
other players all relied on defensive 
play, alwasrs waiting for their 
opponents to leave them on, hardly 
rel 3 dng on their own aggression to 
create openings. The sad part was: 
eight Intoans made It to the last 16 
and none could make It even to the 
last four. 
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KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



Get one person to stand on your thighs 


M oving onto 
the next 
stance— 
klbadachi 

—make sure you are 
settled firmly before 
asking one person to 
climb onto your thighs. 
Once you have been able 
to remain steady with 
this additional weight, 
ask another person to 
also climb onto your 
thighs. 



Get two people to stand on your thighs 


This advanced 
technique will 
strengthen your stance, 
making you rock solid. 
But be careful not to 
damage your ligaments 
and tendons by doing It 
too early in your training. 


■yShlvsiiOaiKHly 
Kyokushiskslkas karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHAUA 
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Non-stM 
soccer: A TV 
disaster 


F or American 
television 
executives as 
well as 
advertisers. 

soccer has 
always posed a 
seemingly insoluble 
problem. 

Being a continuous 
action game, it has 
allowed little scope for 
television producers and 
cameramen to fit all the 
adverts they have been 
paid for. And now despite 
prolonged brain 
storming by American 
TV executives, 
a sensible way out 
of the impasse is still to 
be discovered. 

One partially 
suet essful solution, 
tried by ESPN during the 
1986 World Cup, was to 
suddenly condense the 
picture and frame it with 
the advertising 
‘message.’ 

On the other hand, the 
Italians too had devised a 
technique, known as 
‘mini-break’ which 
provided a direct 
cutaway to one short, 
sharp advertising snap 
when the ball goes out for 
a throw-in or goal kick. 

But even that has not 
provided quite a 
satisfactory answer to 
the problem and 
American TV'^ tycoons are 
now worried about the 
huge revenue loss they 
might have to incur. If , 
they fail to find that 
elusive and seemingly 


impossible camera 
technique incorporating 
all the adverts during the 
non stop soccer action. 

Klinsmann ta 
retire In 
19M . 


success 

has 

come in 

an avalanche in Jurgen 
Klinsmann’s life. So 
much so, that at only 26. 
and still at his very best, 
the German hero now 
wants to quit the game 
that has become the 
single largest benefactor 
in his life. 

"I'm quitting football 
next year," Klinsmann 
recently said, and his 
announcement came at 
a time when footballers 
all over the world, young 
and old are clamouring 
to Join Italy’s ‘I.eague of 
millionaires." 

Klinsmann, obviously, 
could not care less. For 
the blond, bustling, 
tough striker is already 
rich beyond his wildest 
dreams. So, he said, 
explaining his decision, 
"1 have had enough. 
Winning the World Cup 
was the absolute peak of 
my sporting 
achievement. Npthtng 
could surpass it. But 
there are other things in 
life besides football." 

Klinsmann, it seems, 
'has other loftly Ideals to 
pursue. Hfe said, "I want 
to make a contribution 
towards helping 
humanity. I will fulfil my 
contract in Milan by next 
summer, posslbfy help 





'''' 


Klinsmann; "I’m quitting 
football next year," 
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the national team In the 
European 

Championship flnals, if 
we ^ualliy. and then quit 
thegame." 

Art ecologist, 
Klinsmann admits to an 
affinity v/lth the Green 
Party, is concerned 
about the emironment, 
and is pained by the 
rising rale of crime 
among the young. As 
part of his campaign 
against environmental 
pollution, and the 
degenerating influence 
among the youth, 
Klinsmann is now 
planning a trek in 
America with his 
rucksack to spread his 
message to a nation 
plagued with the drug 
and crime menace. 

The New 
Diege 

TT^ 

VER since 

Wj 

■ ^downfall of 

Diego 

Maradona, the question 
haunting every mind in 
Argentinian as well as 
world football is,will the 
nation give birth to 
another soccer god. 

Well, in all likelihood, a 
veiy positive, and 
encouraging answer is 
going to be provided soon 
as a whole new 
generation of 
enormously talented 
players comes up. 

Among them the most 
promising and 
newsmaklng is Latorre, 
of Boca Juniors, last 
season's Hayer of the 
Year and still only 20 
years of age. And. believe 


it or not, the first name of 
the upcoming, maverick 
footballer is Diego. Too 
much of a coincidence, 
isn't it? 

Recently, his football 
prowess came to the fore 
as a string of brilliant 
performances helped his 
side to the top of the First 
Division. 

Diego scored seven goals 
in nine games and was 
largely responsible for 
destroying rival River 
Plate's aspirations of 
progressing in the 
Llbertadores Cup—a 
super classic that 
caught the attention of 
the nation. 

Endowed with a streak 
of versatility about his 
game, Latorre is able to 
make his mark on either 
wing and has been 
effectively used as a 
centre forward in spite of 
his lack of height. 

His greatest attributes 
are his close control and 
ability to turn away from 
close marking. Most of 
his goals are from 
snatched opportunities 
well within the penalty 
area, and in addition, his 
long range nearly 
impeccable 
marksmanship is an 
added source of strength. 

Glasnost In 

fVlescnw 

Spartak 

I F there is one area in 
the Soviet life where 
glasnost has really 
been successful it 
certainly is soccer and 
Moscow Spartak. 

It is well known that 
political conservatism is 
what held the entire 


country back, its sports, 
especially soccer. 

Then, concerned 
about the future of the 
game. Moscow Spartak 
decided to take certain 
revolutionary steps. For 
years, they had been 
toeing the party line, but 
now they are 
determinedly coming out 
of the void, to make 
football and the gener.il 
atmosphere in the club 
more professional. 

The Art of 
Darkness 

'T' 

■ HEY came in ■ 

■ a sudden. 

I stealthy 

^n^ move, hurled 
their deadly grenades 
with diabolical accuracy 
and dissolved into the 
darkness. The raid was 
the first carried out by 
the Shining Liglit 
guerilla group on a 
soccer team. Deportes N1 
Municipal, who were due 
to play Alianza of Lima. 
The result: One player 
was kilied and seven 
others .seriously injured 
in a bomb attack on the 
Peruvlalclub. 

The blast, caused by a 
bomb thought to have 
been hidden in an 
aerosol can killed Hector 
Mathei. who represented 
Peru in this year's South 
American Under-20 
championships. 

The attack, more than 
an 3 rthlng else, caused 
renewed speculation 
about the cause of the 
plane crash that killed 
the entire Alianza first 
team squad three years 

ago# 


43 




ICALCUHA SUPER DIVISION LEAGUE 


OR TEMPORARY ENTHUSIASM? 


N ever in the 

annals ofindfan 
football has it 
happened, that a 
local league match 
between two club 
teams has attracted over 1.10.000 
spectators. It Is Inconceivable, 
really. But true. Nevertheless, one 
needn’t blindly be optimistic that 
what happened recently, 
when Mohun Bagan met East 
Bengal at the Salt Lake stadium. 


will reoccur In the future. 

Though one cannot doubt the 
intensity of a Bagan-East Bengal 
encounter, it has the experience In 
the last few'years that very few fans 
of the clubs were willing to brave 
the heat, dust and the distance to 
witness the action. But July 
20,1991, broke all previous 
records when thousands poured in 
endlessly to watch the scintillating 
battle beiween the two giants in 
Indian soccer. 


Nevertheless, the game did have 
its sordid side too: several players 
were cautioned by referee 
Sumanta Ghosh for atrocious 
fouls. Bagan’s Satyajit Chatteijee 
was mercifully spared from the 
dreaded punishment which, apart 
from handicapping his team, 
would have sparked off enormous 
trouble amongst the already 
frenzied supporters. 

The crucial tie was a fiercely 
fought—and therefore 


Mohun Bagan's 
Cheema 
Okerle In the 
heart of tne 
action against 
East Bengal. 

Notice the 
packed stands, 
In the normally 
empty Salt Lake 
stadium 


lubhash Sarcar 
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crude—battle which culminated In 
, a goalless draw.it was also the last 
big encounter of the first part of the 
league and at the end of It was 
advantage East Bengal—two 
points ahead of both Bagan and 
Mohammedan Sporting. 

SPIRIT OF THE 
SEVENTIES? 


T he most vital question is why 
this year's super league has 
generated such considerable 
enthusiasm comparable even to 
the spirit of the Seventies? Why is 
there this renewed zeal on the 
maidan. although the present 
bunch of so-called megastars can 
in no way be compared to the class 
and talent of the Seventies? How 
long this euphoria will last 
depends solely on the 
performances of the Big Three in 
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the current return league which 
Mohammedan SC have already 
begun with a hiccup against 
Kumartull? 

Yet the point is, why is It that the 
keenness continues despite the 
appalling Inconsistency and the 
falling standard? Even goals are at 
a premium. 

One reason may be that the 
supwr league system, which was 
introduced only last year, is 
unpredictable in its final result, 
the suspense lasting till the last 
match is played. Last year. E^st 
Bengal lost the title to Bagan 
because the former drew their last 
match. 

The Eighties lost out in spectator 
interest (to some extent) because of 
the deteriorating standard of the 
maidan game. As a result clubs like 
East Bengal and Mohammedan SC 
began to induct foreigners to put a 
check to membership 
withdrawals, which hampered the 
clubs' finances. Moreover the Big 
Three weren't doing too well in 
all-India tournaments. The 
interest waned in Calcutta with the 
constant drubbing the teams got in 
away competitions. Whatever 
enthusiasm remained was due to 
the presence of the Nigerians and a 
few other select players. 


MONEY. THE ROOT 
OF ALL REVIVAL 


I F one were to point to the biggest 
Influence in the apparent 
sudden tum-around in the 
maidan. it would have to be the 
money-boom witnessed during the 
transfers prior to the start of the 
season. 

The large sums of moi ley 
pumped in by the Big Three meant 
that the recognised stars were now 
elevated to big-time megastars. 
Moreover, fresh "outstation" talent 
was Infused into the maidan. All 
tills was played up the media, 
and public anticipation was all 
bottled up. Ready to burst 
Expectations are high and each 
club’s fans apparently have 
something to look forward to this 
season. 

There is no written law that 
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‘Take it from me, 
eventually very 
few of our local 
players will find a 
place in the 
teams’—an 
ex'Off icial of a big 
club 








Crowds during 
this year's super 
league 
matches are 
reminiscent of 
the Seventies 


Mohammedan SC will now have to 
rely on the sons of the soil. And 
mind you, the local stare—perhaps 
the coaches too—didn’t tate too 
ktndfytothe Bangladeshi invasion 
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and the resulting displeasure 
might start showing itself now- 
An ex-offlclal.of a big club known 
fin* his blunt ta&jnovldes the 
duU-—but perhaps true—picture of 


things to come. 'The enthusiasm is 
there alrl^t because of the big 
money and the publicity. But can 
you guarantee that this wUl last 
long? Yes, 3 rQu can compare the 


huge crowd of today’s with that of 
the Seventies. But can you 
compare the present day players to 
those of the 70s? Nayeem, Sudhlr 
Karmakar, Gautam Sarkar. 
Samaresh Chowdhuty. Shyamal 
Baneijee. Habib, Prasun Baneijee, 
Surajlt Sengupta and a host of 
others who gave us entertainment. 

"Then again the crowds are 
pouring because of the foreign 
players and I won't be the least 
surprised if from next Mason more 
foreigners (Bangladeshis, may be 
Iraqis and Iranians) Join the 
line-up of the Big Three. Take It 
from me, eventually very few of our 
local players wUl find a place In the 
teams, vhiat will happen to them? 
The IFA must be rigid on playing 
morejunlor players Ifwe are to i 

unearth talent.” | 

Moreover, soon the IFA will have 
to give thought to limiting a team’s 
'import quota’ otherwise Calcutta 
footall ndght In the years to come 
be anything but Calcutta football. #1 
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PRE OLYMPIC SOCCER 


T he City of 

Charminar which 
Is celebrating a 
belated 400 years 
of its existence, has been 
bestowed with the 
responsibility of staging 
the Pre-Olympic Asian 
Group "B" Football 
championship. 

The five-nation meet 
will kick oil on August 4 
where India will meet 
Oman. Apart from these 
two teams.Sjrria. 
Lebanon, and Kuwait are 
also in the fray. 

The Indian probables 
who arrived in the first 
week of July have not 
shown any satisfactory 
results so far, in spite of 
playing four matches 
against local teams. 

Although chief coach 
Josef Gelei expressed 
happiness at the 
process made at the 
Bangalore camp, he 
seemed to be unhappy 
over the team's poor 
performance during the 
practise matches. 

Despite rains, the 
Hungarian coach put the 
boys on work dally for 
two sessions to improve 
their fitness, which has 
shown good results. 
However in spite of these 
exercises the squad 
expected the All India 
Football Federation to 
organise trips to 
Hungary, Nepal and 
Bangladesh. But two 
trips fell throu^ and 
finally the team went to 
Nepal. 

The eighl-day meet. 
which is to be held at the 
Lai Bahadur Stadium is 
being renovated at a cost 
of Rs 7 crores. The entire 
stadium now wears a new 
look. The ground has 
been dug up six Inches 
and a new turf has been 
laid. But the organisers 
are worried since the 
grass level has not met 
international standards. 
The AIFF president. 











A panoramte vimwof theLal 
Bahadur Stadium with 
Hyderabad city In the background 


ACID TEST 
FOR INDIA 





P.R. Das Munshl, who 
was in the city recently 
expressed unhappiness. 
He requisitioned two 
experts from Calcutta to 
supervise the work. 
Though the men were 
here, the chairman of the 
ground panel, L Venkat 
Ram Reddy, dispelled 
doubts about the ground 
being unfit to stage the 
big event. He said that 
plenty of sunshine is 
needed for the relaid 
surface for the growth of 
the grass. 

Mr. Reddy said the 
ground was handed o\ er 
on May 14 this year and 
how can one expect 
miracles overnight. He 
also said in areas where 
the grass did not take 
root, replanting work 
was done. 

For the first time in 
South lndia,a 
sophisticated 
flood-light ing system 
has been installed at the 
cost of Rs. 2.25 crores. 
This system, according 
to a Philips source, is the 
best in the country. The 
advantage of this system 
is that it offers maximiun 
clarity to the viewers. 

Though the Andhra 
Pradesh government has 
got itself involved in 
staging the meet, it has 
given little 

representation to the 
state football 
association. Safely one 
can say that the APFA 
has been left in the cold. 

There are doubts 
whether the ground 
conditions would permit 
staging of two matches a 
day. At the time of going 
to press not hing has 
been heard as to how 
many ties would be 
played dally because of 
ground problems. 

All said and done the 
football lovers will have 
to keep their fingers 
crossed till the last 
moment.# 









niii week in the history of sport 


O NJuly31,1917Gay 

Crusader owned 
by A Cox won the 
postponed wartime New 
Derby’ at New Market 
Englwd It saw the 
return of horse racing 
after World War I 

O NE of the oldest 
continuing boat 
races, the Dometts 
Coat and Badge Race 
still held annually along 
the Thames from London 
Bridge to Chelsea, was 
first held on Aug 1,171S. 


O N Aug 9,1787, 

Horace Saussure 
reached the summit of 
the highest peak In the 
French Alps Mt Blanc, 
at 15.771 ft 

O NAi«3,1987, 

15 year old 
Maharashtridn 
schoolgirl Aratl Pradhan 
became the youngest 
Asian to swim across the 
English Channel 

A fter 12 of the 
20 lap 312 mile 


championship race In 
Germany. Argentinian 
racer Juan Manual 
Fangio swung Into the 
pit, stopped Ms car 
changed the tyre and lost 
one minute before 
starting again to 
overtake all those ahead 
of him, and won the 
chaunplonshlp In one of 
the most thrllUng events 
In auto racing on Aug 4, 
1957. 

O N Aug 5,1946 Tony 
Galento USA. fora 


bet fought an Octopus 
with gloves fastened to 
Its tentacles but soon 
beat a hasty retreat 
when the animal 
wrapped four of Its 
tentacles round him 

I N British bare-knuckle 
heavyweight boxing 
championship match 
held on the banks of the 
Thames outside London 
on Aug 6,1866, Jem Mace 
defeated Joe Goss in 
round 21 

AJI.8iiailf 




TU8NIDOOV9HtBy 

South Africa the 
ofifer to paitlclpate 
to the Toltyo World 
Athletics 
ChamplCittshlps. 
theyweregtvma 
tethporaiy 
alBltatlonhythe 
lAAFtUlAug.20 
when they would be 
voted balsas a full 
member. AU five 
federations of 
South African 
attiletlos turned 
down the offer 
unanimous^. 
JOfeWDit England 
Mid'fielder Davtd 
l^tt, the Italian 
'thibBailfora 
MoordfeeoffiS.S 
ndlllon. 

Argentina 
'OiAlr Brat South 
AnMxlctfn soccer 
ttttefriSS years. 
IheydSfeated 
CcduMbfaSl'l bithe 
flrua. BratEU came 
^ runners ut>. 
Wl|»Nl^y Jenifer 
Cawlatlthe 
f^tbmailtttMnls 
Classic played in y 


New Jersey. She 
defeated top seed 
Monica Seles In the 
final 

njurah lyronne 
Fernando, Minister 
for legal and prison 
reforms as Praddent 
ofThe Board of 
control for Ciicket in 
Sri Lanka 
WOHtE^ Michael 
Stich the Mercedes 
Cup played In 
Stuttgart. He 
defeafed Alberio 
Maiudniof 
Argentina jn the 
final. With this win 
he became No. 3 In 
theATPrankittge. 

PKUHBOtMen^ 

Seles to play frt ^4 

Federation Cup, StM^ 
dtesherlegfrmmy 
w» the reasonior the 
wfidbefrawa]. 

l>qp«rtnuaitof ' 
S^rts and Youth 
Albl» tl»i Amateur 
Athletic Federation 
offnMa'shidto 
host me 6th Permit 
Meet. 
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ALL IN THE GAME 



TATISlRCAIxVit taJqrt 




Herrstrom.:aged^|2. tMi^, 
exc^tton. He 


named the -iiet wee* 

In souths Sw^e^,?*^ “ 
'holes 
pedesti^. 130 



















































THE INDIAN 


That's how 
Suiysasokhar 
Ganguly is 
known in the 
international 
chess circle. 
Just hack froin 
Brussels 
wh^ehe. 

; fimsheda 
creditable tlurJ 
in his cat^niy, 
; this guy is a^^^ 
■';"^.=-','’Setto' 

^ a long way... 


D espite the 

accolades 
heajjed on 
Indian chess. 
Just three of our players 
have managed to 
perform creditably at the 
world level. Dibyendu 
Barua. the archtyal. 
‘Ingenious Indian', 
overcame his lack of 
opening knowledge to 
pick up a bronze at the 
World sub- junior way 
back in ‘79. Then came 
the peerless Anand who 
in ‘84 picked up a bronze 
in the sub-Junior level. He 
went on to win the World 
Junior title in ‘88. 

A nd now comes 
Suiyasekhar 
Ganguly, who made his 
international debut at 
Warsaw recently and 
walked away with the 
bronze. He started the 
tournament seeded 27th 
but in course of the 
tournament earned the 
nick-name ‘Indian 
Cobra'. No other name 
could describe this 
youngster better. 

Lightning speed (like 
Anand) and venomous 
attacks make up his 
game. These traits in his 
forte made him the 
youngest medal winner 
in the group and in fact 
he beat the defending 
champion and drew with 
the eventual winner. 
Actually, he was tied for 
the second spot, scoring 
8 points from 11 games 
(seven wins, two losses 
and two draws) and 
ended up Just half a point 
behind Leroy Andrian of 
Prance. 

Despite the presence | 


V. 


Cl 









of Nawrose Nur (USA), 
the defending champion. 
Andrian was the top 
seed. The only 
Internationally rated 
ten-year-old in the 
world, Andrian is a pupil 
of Boris Spassky and had 
a back up team of three 
International Masters 
and a GM. AH the other 
squads had several IMs 
and computer aided 
facilities. Surya only had 
his personal coach. 
Abhijit Majumdar. To 


make matters worse Mr 
Majumdar did not really 
have a clue of the world 
standards because the 
previous squads had not 
even bothered to pick up 
the game bulletins that 
are handed over to all the 
participants. Coming to 
think of it,lt was not an 
untypical lapse on part of 
the India Chess 
Federation. As a result 
the Indian squad went to 
Warsaw with no 
homework at all. 


S JRYA is still too young to realise 
how talented he is~to know that 
he is very specially gifted-and feel 
the pressures of performing upto 
expectations. He enjoys playing and 
he enjoys winning—very simple so 
far 






COBRA 



The first game saw 
Surya defeating the 
Quatar champion in 
a 16 move miniature. 
Gany Kasparov who was 
there at the opening 
ceremony kibityed 
Surya's game standing 
over his shoulder. The 
overawed young man at 
the end ofit all was only 
too pleased to receive an 
autograph from the 
maestro. 

It was finally in the 
third round that the 
nickname 'Indian Cobra' 
was coined. The cobra 
swallowed Nur, known 
as the 'Eagle'. He 
actually checkmated the 
defending 
champlon-the most 
humiliating defeat that 
could be accorded in 
chess. Usually people 
resign In hopeless 
situations but Nur did 
not exercise the option. 

The fourth round saw 
him drawing with 
Andrian. Along 
theoritlcal variation of 
the Kalashnikov Sicilian 
and Majumdar'« 
preparation coupled 
with Surya's 
understanding resulted 
in a tame draw. 

It was then that the 
superior opening 
strategies of the 
opposing teams began to 
count. The IMs on the 
Austrian and Spanish 
teams managed to 
decode Surya's 
attacking style correctly 
and then prepared their 
principals accordingly. 

ITie result—a loss in the 
fifth round to Vallejo 
P^o of Spain. Surya 
bored with Pako’s dull 
Vienna Game (where 
nobody has attacking 
chances) tried to speed 
things up and lost. Then, 
trying to make up for this 
setback in the next 
match, he lost to 
Austrian Zumbotel 








Thomas who played Iht 
Cxt han^e Spanish 
It was here that 
Majumdardec idtd to 
c hangt the slrafcgK s 
because ht It alised th« 
the cobra s bil< h id 
been extracted Then 
was no doubt that Surya 
would oiitplnv his ! 

adversanc s in 
untaniiliai niuidlt canies 
but (^cttiny the 
oppom nl s into the ti ap 
was the problem Then 
Ma)umdai advised 
Surya to try the Rt ti 
System normally played 
by eldt 1 ly GMs (he had 
m ver playt d this before) 
Surya was also willing to 
give it a try even though 
gre at versatility is 
required toe hangt styles 
The gamble p«iidon’ 

1 he Rt ti brought him two 
quick wins flis 
surpnsed oppone nts 
t ould not aeijust their 
sights quickly enough 
and the cobra had 
gi own a new set ol 
teeth 

He won his nt xt three 
games to t onie back into 
(ontention I hen lae irig 
L Vaida in the 
penultimate round he 
knew that the Rumanian 
would come well armed 
foi the Reti 
He switched bat k to 
his belovt d king pawn 
and diew an t xe iting 
St ot< h Gambit Surya 
went into the last round 
knowing that a win 
would felt h at least the 
bion/e He wiped out his 
Malaysian opponent 
taking only 20 minutes 
for the game Like 
Anand Surya s sjx'ed of 
thought quite often 
pushes his opponents 
Into time pressure 
He has an automatit 
Th« author (rlght)aoems to 
tM a tight spcM here 
whereaa Sui^ seems to 
be the composed one 


seeding for next year s 
age group 

championship He will 
be a gold medal favourite 
bet ause Andrian and 
Pako will be overage 
Also the cobra has 
already ret eived 
invitations from USSR. 
Spain Sweden and 
Germany so impressive 
was his play 










He had only two 
complaints about 
Warsaw. One was the 
language ."Everything Is 
written In English, but 
you can’t understand it" 
aind they can’t follow you. 
He spoke Bengali to the 
locals since t hey were 
. equally likely to follow 
that! 

'The other was food. A 


A ll the stjuads in the meet at 
Warsaw had severaJ IMs and 
computer aided ;^cilities. Surya 
only had his personal coach, Ahhijit 
Majumdar. To tnaise nmtters w 
Mr Majumdar didh^ really have a 
clue of the world standards^ ., the 
Indian team went wdth no 

homeworkOt all. 
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steady diet of fruit Juice, 
boiled vegetables and 
boiled meat left him 
pining for his 
"bhat-mach". On one 
occas ion he was 
reduced to mimicking a 
rooster when he wanted 
chicken in a hotel. 

These are problems he 
will face again and again. 
Unfamiliar cuisine, 
strange c’ultures and 
impossible language 
barriers—he will learn to 
tolerate them all. After all 
you can’t have your 
mach-bhat and eat it too. 

World class sportsmen 
live out of suitcases, and 
eat whatever the locals 
fancy. They learn 
languages through sheer 
ncccs.sity and India’s 
youngest internatinnal 
is. if anything, world 
class. 

Warsaw or'I'bilisi. 
Madrid or Slor-kholnt. 
Calcutta or Calicut the 
job remains the same. Sit 
down in front ol 64 
squares and licai your 
opponent. Suiya is still 
too young to realise how 
talented he Is-to know 
that he is very’ specially 
gifted-to feel the 
pressures of perlonning 
uplo expectations. He 
enjoy's playing and he 
en joys winning — very 
simple so I'ar. 

Right now Kasparov 
may not remember the 
small boy who asked for 
an autograph in 
Warsaw But Kasparov 
and Maya 

Chiburdonidze's coach 
GM Eddie Gufeld 
predicted in January ’90 
that "Surya will play a 
world title nuitcii in 
2005". 


DavMigalMi Dutta 








FITNESS 


G ETTXMOback 
to the 

ouerles sent 
in by 

readers, the first 
one we' re dealing 
with is from 
16-year-old Partha 
Panda of Xmphal. An 
aspiring tennis 
player, he's worried 
about his weight 
training—curls, 
rows and 

sguats—affecting 
his height:5'7". 

Well, Partha, you 
seem pretty well 
clued up about weight 
training, so we 
aren' t going to 
lecture you about 
pressure on the spine 
and all that stuff. 
Nobody'8 going 
to stay at 5'6 " 
despite incredibly 
heavy weight training 
if genetics has 
marked you out as a six 
footer. 

Since you aren' t 
doing heavy overhead 
presses, you needn't 
be overly worried 






QUESTION TIME 


about your 

Iron-pumping robbing 
you of height. But 
since you are so 
concexmed, here' a a 
t Ip which might help. 
Stay slim, and look 
and feel a whole lot 
taller than you 
actually are. If you 
bulk up to 

much—either with fat 
or muscle— you' re 
going to look and feel 
shorter. So find a 
right balance, where 
you have enough 
muscle and yet don' t 
look short. 

Letter No. 2 is from 
Sourav Sen Gupta of 
Calcutta. A teenager, 
he' B been doing the 
Marine Pushups shown 
in the fitness cloumn 
and Is happy to report 
that his shoulders 
have developed well. 
But he' s not too happy 
with the way his chest 
and upper arms have 
responded. What can 
he do to make them grow 
too, he asks. . 

Sourav, we don't 
know how long you' ve 
been tuning in to this 
column, but we' ve 
told our readers 
about the different 
hand positions for 


Toe touching 
elongates the 
splne...andmay 
make you a little 
taller 


pushups. If you' re 
looking for chest and 
upper arm 
development, try 
doing your pushups 
with the hands close 
together, even 
touching.That'11 
make the chest 
muscles work 
harder.. .andgrowl Go 
for It. 

The next letter Is 
from Rahul Shlrsat of 
Bombay. An 
18-year-old, he's 
still struggling to 
get past the 5'3" 
barrier, and wants 
some help. Hey, 

Rahul, some of the 
greatest men in the 
world were short, so 
don' 11 et your lack of 
inches get you down. 
And if you develop 
your personality 
enough, no one's 


going to even realise 
your height. 

Still, if you aren't 
consoled by the 
thought that height 
doesn't really 
matter, here are some 
exercises that might 
help. Try touching 
your toes to start off 
with. Once you can get 
the fingertips onto 
the toes, reach for 
the floor. Once 
there, try getting 
the knuckles onto the 
floor. And finally, 
try putting the palms 
f lat on the floor. 
Don't rush it; just 
allow your spine to 
stretch gradually, 
elongating naturally 
to give you some 
additional height. 

And whi le you' re 
about it, keep 
hanging from the bar. 




That' 11 make the 
spine stretch with 
the weight of your 
body, and who knows, 
you just might get 
luclcy I 

And finally, to 
round off for the 
week, here are two 
letters which also 
came in. Anurag, from 
Bihar confesses that 
he' 8 very interested 
in bodybuilding and 
want s to know where he 
can read some books on 
the subject of 
fitness and muscle 
building. Anurag, 
there are some 
bodybuilding 
magazines that are 
published in America, 
so if you have some 
contacts overseas, 
you could ask them to 
send you some issues. 
But, till then, keep 
reading the fitness 
column, and you 
should pick up enough 
hints to keep your 
bodybuilding going. 

The other letter is 
fromAmit Rrakashof 
Delhi and he' s 
worried about what he 
terms 'hand 
practice'. Amlt, as 
with anything else in 
life, you've got to 
exercise control in 
this aspect too. At 
your age (17), you' re 
surely underweight at 
49 kgs for someone who 
stands 5’7^/ 2 " tall. 
You aren' t going to go 
blind or grow hair 
fromyourpalms, but 
you surely will feel a 
whole lot more 
energetic if you 
easedoff. C'mon, you 
can do it. Or rather,^ 
should that read, you 
can do without it? 0 
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X OU are heavily 
into fitness, 
right? You 
work out every 
day and the results are 
there for everyone to see. 
Now if we ask you 
whether you concentrate 
on your workout your 
answer would be. 
‘Obviously yes.* But give 
it a second thought...and 
then ran you give us the 
same convincing 
answer? Probably not. 

Relax, you are not the 
only one— there arc 
many others like you 
who are into the fitness 
bi t but are not giving it 


their best shot. In other 
words their 
concentration is not at 
its peak when they ar e 
exercising. 

Ifyou don't believe us 
take a close look around 
the next time you go into 
a gym. People are 
carrying out a 
conversation while 
working out, keeping 
time to the music or 
humming a song when 
they should be 
concentrating on 
nothing but the 
workouts. G 3 ntns and the 
health clubs have 
become socialising places i 


where the prime motive 
seems to be socialising 
and not working out the 
body. 

A serious bodybuilder 
or fitness enthusiast 
should have maximum 
concentration on his 
workouts. In fact during 
the course of the workout 
he should concentrate 
on the influence of 
exercise to the body. How 
the body is reacting to 
the torture put on it by 
the weights. Only then 
will you be able to 
discern the signals that 
your body is sending out. 
Telling you when It can 


take more and telling you 
when to call it quits. 

Now to give you a 
picture of real 
concentration. The next 
time you tune into your 
favourite sports 
programme on Sundays, 
note the look of Intense 
concentration on the 
faces of the sportsmen 
when they are In the 
midst of their events. It 
almost looks like they are 
In a different zone. Their 
minds then are primed to 
the objective and in the 
process they become 
oblivious of the 
distractions, the ranting 
crowds and the 
movements. 

Another important 
and interesting thing 
about concentration is 
that it helps to measure 
the maturity of a person 
and his ability to 
succeed. When working 
out, if your 

concentration is really 
Intense, you will fail to 
realise anjdhlng tliat 
goes on around you. 


Concentrate 
and think bi 







Your mind and body 
becomes one and you will 
^ feel the response that 
each rep is eliciting from 
your body. In fact Sie 
amount of reps can be 
increased if you really 
concentrate and give the 
workout cent per cent. 
Agreed that it is nearly 
impossible to 
concentrate when there 
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Concentrate on the 
results that you would 
like to achieve 
when exercising 


are so many distractions 
around. Nearly 
impossible, yes, but not 
quite. 

Before we proc'eed any 
further answer these 
questions truthfully: 

When you are working 
out. are you oblivious of 
all that's happening 
around, or are you prone 
to join in a conversation, 
crack a Joke, or 
laugh at someone else's 
joke? 

Are you concentrating 
fully on the task at hand 
and the objective for 
going into it? In other 
words if you are doing an 
exercise for the abs.are j 
you aware of the 
sensation in the 
mldsecUon of the body? 
Can you picture yourself 
with abs that are rock 
hard and cut in the right 
places? 

If your answers to the 
quesUons are both in the 
afllrmatlve then you 
Indeed have good powers 
of concentration. 

Talking of the powers 
of concentration, it also 
helps to increase 
strength. 

In fact 

concentration is the key 
factor in many martial 
arts. Karate e^qierts 
breaking bricks and ice 
with their bare hands is 
just an example of this. 
Their concentration is so 


Intense that they can 
focus all the energy into 
the single task. Even 
when you are working 
out if you are really 
concentrating then you 
should be able to attain 
results that you thought 
were previously 
unattainable. The 
amount of reps you can 
do in each set will surely 
surprise you and you can 
feel the difference in the 
body before long. 

Now that we have given 
you the rundown of what 
concentration can do for 
you. let’s give you the 
methods of increasing 
your concentration. 

First of all. when you are 
into anyjob—especially 
a workout—focus only 
on the objective. If you 
are working on cutting 
downweight then 
picture yourself as a 
lean, mean machine. 
Imagine the body that 
you would like to have 
one day and then go all 
out to attain it. Then you 
will feel the difference in 
the workout. Beture 
yourself mentally, work 
only with the intention of 
achieving that aim and 
before long you will have 
the lean body that you 
always wanted to have. 
Focus on the end result 
and the accomplishment 
won't take long to get 
noticed. # 


T he usually serene waters of the 
Adyar river at the Madras Boat 
Club were the scene of hectic 
activity from July 12 to 14 during 
the National Rowing 
championships conducted by the 
Tamil Nadu Amateur Rowing 
Association fTARA). Indeed, the 
conduct of the Nationals was tlie 
starting point of the celebrations as 
planned by TARA for this is the 
125th year of the Madras Boat Club. 

The two noteworthy features of 
this year's Nationals were the 
dethroning of the Corps Of 
Engineers Rowing Association 
(CERA) by the Services Sports 
Control Board (SSCB) in the men’s 
section and the emergence of the 
Kerala Race Boat and Rowers 
Assocatlon (KRBRA) as a new force 
in the women's section. 

Not surprisingly, the two units 
walked away with the Sakthi 
Trophy, awarded for the first time 
for the overall team championship. 
SSCB finished witli 22 points, while 
KRBRA had 14 points. 

SSCB won two ol' the three finals 
while losing a third— to Karnataka 
Amateur Rowing Asscx iation 
(KARA)-— in the men’s evertt while in 
tlie women’s section. KRBRA took 
the two events and West Bengal 
Rowing Association (WIRA) won 
the other. 

Generally, the meet was 
conducted on a league'Cum-kn<x k- 
out stage. But in the women’s coxed 
fours, there were only four teams in 
the fray and the organisers decided 
that there would be a league with 
the top two teams contesting the 
final again. WBRA and Andamans 
and Nicobar Rowing Association 
(ANRA) finished one and two in the 
round robin. TARA who finished 
third were awarded the bronze, 
while All-India Universities were 
la,st. 

WBRA and ANRA were to row 
again for the gold medal on the final 
day. But WBIM protested saying 
that since TARA had been awarded 
the bronze medal, they should be 
awarded the gold since they had 
already finished on top in the 
league. Agreeing with WBRA’s 
contention, the organisers decided 
to award them the gold with the 
silver going to ANRA. The winning 
WBRA team consisted of: 

Tanushree Bose. Shallnl Joshi. 
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Services Sports Control Board 
were the winners of the men's 
section in the National Rowing 
championships 

Sangeeta Chaturvedi, Sushma 
Khaltan and Tuna Ghosh. 

But there was little else to cheer 
for the WBRA except for a bronze 
won by Suravi Mitra In the sculls. 
Also. TARA who have played a 
leading role in the women's event for 
long did little of note this time and 
had to be satisfied with just a couple 
of bronze medals. 

The two erstwhile leading 
contenders were swept away by the 
new force provided by KRBRA. 

In the coxless pairs, the KRBRA 
duo of O.Minl and Sonlyamma 
Anthony proved too strong for the 
duo representing Maharashrta 
Rowing Association (MRA), 

Manisha Khade and Ashwini 
Bhave. Stroking effortlessly, the 
Kerala girls who are the product of 
the Special Area Games under the 
Sports Authority of India showed 
fine teamwork as they coa.stcd to 
victory in four minutes, 47.34 
seconds, well ahead of the 
Maharashtra girls who clocked five 
minutes. 04.28 seconds. 

The triumph in the pairs event 
gave Mini her second gold medal. 
Writer, she had claimed the sculls 
event. It was a creditable showing by 
19 year-old-Mini. for she was up 

The West Bengal Rowing 
Association won the Women’s 
Coxed Fours event 
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against an experienced rower In 
Salome Patrick of ANRA. Besides, 
being the Utle holder. Salome was a 
member of the Intiian team in 
the last Asian Championship at 
Chandigarh as also the Beijing 
Asian Games. 

But the teenager from Nedumudl 
was in no mood to honour 
reputations. She took the lead 
almost from the start and kept 
increasing it with smooth strokes. 
Mini made her national debut a 
winning one. clocking four minutes, 
51.74 seconds for the 1000metre 
race. That her winning margin was 
eight lengths is enou^i Indication of 
her overwhelming superiority over 
her seasoned rival. 

In the men's section but for a 
display by another debutant. 
Thomas Mathew of KARA. SSt'B 
could well have made a clean t wt ep. 
Stroking powerfully. Mathew row'ed 
his way to a comfortable victory over 
Hakim Singh of SSCB. I le clocked 
three minutes, 53.14 seconds 
against Singh’s four minute's, 05.22 
seconds. 

In two relatively close finals. 

SSCB dethroned’CERA in the coxed 
fours and coxless pairs events. Tlie 
finish was partie-ularly in the last 
100 metres. The timings illustrate 
the keenness of the tussle. While the 
SSCB pair ckx ked three minutes, 
.50.23 seconds, the CERA pair 
clot'ked three minutes, 55..50 

With this background, (he victory 
of the SSCB squad in the fours event 
wfis entirely unexpected. The squad 
included the Asian Games bronze 
mediillist Surinder Singh Kanwa.si 
and it was level going initially. 
Aound the 500 metre mark, SSCB 
surged ahead and then never 
surrendered it. Their winning time 
was three minutes. 17.91 seconds 
as compared to CERA's time of three 
minutes. 28.76 seconds. 

About 150 rowers Including 
around 30 women from eleven 
affiliated units participated in the 
I hree-day meet. which also served 
in the words of Kaiyan Ghosli, "The 
first selection trials for the Asian 
I Championship to be held in Japan 
I In October.” The timings at the 
I nationals however.Jld not 
|! prove that Indian 
§ rowers would fare well at suc'h 
Sl international meets. 
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South India Rgil^ 


S HORTER and saifer. Convinced 
that this is the best concept for 
motor rallying the Federation of 
Motor Sports Clubs of India had 
issued a directive to all afiillated 
units and organisers of rallies that 
the competitions which hitherto 
used to be run over an unwieldy 
1500 to 1800 kilometres or there 
abouts should be drastically cut 
down. 

And so it was that this year's 
South India Rally, the richest such 
event in the country, was run over 
just 614 kilometres instead of the 
usual 1700 kilometres. Not only 
that, for the first time, the rally was 
shifted from its usual starting 
point Madras to the 
more picturesque hill station of 
Kodaikanal. 

This was done with a purpose. 
The idea was to bring the rsdly to 
rural and semiurban areas so that 
the promotion of the popular sport 
could be done over a wider area. In 
fact, depending on the feedback 
they gel from the competitors, the 
organisers of the annual event, the 

Madras Motor SiJorts Club, have 
already places like Ooty and Coorg 
in mind as venues in the near 
future. 

While such feedback is awaited, 
the initial reaction from everyone 
connected with the rally—the 
participants, the organisers, the 
marshalls and the media—was 
quite favourable. For one thing, the 
change of scene from a metropolis 
to a scenic hill station was 
welcomed. Secondly, the conduct 
of the entire rally was well within 
control. Third, since this year’s 
rally, sponsored by Castrol was 
run virtually only at night, there 
were no over enthusiastic 
spectators to ruin the show. 

In fact, Anand Swadl. President. 
FMSCl, had no hesitation in 
hailing tlie change in venue and 
concept. He called the rally as "one 
of the best organised ever" and 
found the change in concept and 
location "interestingy different," 
Indeed, it was short and snappy. 
The rally was flagged off at 1600 



Farad Bhathena and navigator 
Farookh Commisariat raceiving 
thairtrophiaa from Mr. J. Goswami, 
General Manager, Castrol India 
Limited 


hours on July 13 from the Sterling 
Holiday Resorts. The first leg 
terminated at 0500 hours on.July 
14, the start of the second leg was 
at 1930 hours on July 14 and the 
end of the rally was at 0400 hours 
on July 15. 

Since the South India Rally was 
the second round of the Indian 
Rally Drivers' Championship, the 
event attracted all the big names. 

As if this was not incentive enough 
the fact that it was the richest rally 
in the country offering a total of Rs 
1.84 lakhs as prize money made 
the competition even more 
attractive. The first prize in the 
four-wheeler category was Rs 
35,000 while it was Rs 15,000 in 
the two wheeler category. 

On the eve of the rS ly, most eyes 
were on Leelakrlshnan from 
Coimbatore, who had won the first 
leg of the championship (the 
Cotton City rally at Coimbatore) 
and George Anthony who had won 
the South India Rally last year. But 
at the end ofltall. 11 was another 
experienced rallylst. Farad 
Bathena of Bombay who drove 
away with the top prize. 


PATNA 


BOAEtet^oatsi 

. ''Held 


A t long last, the Bihar Olympic 
Association elections were 
held only recently at Dhanbad. 
Somehow or the other, the ruling 
combination of the BOA was 
apprehensive of holding the 
elections in the State capital and 
hence the whole proceedings were 
shifted to the 'Coal City’ lock, stock 
and barrel. Moreover, the press 
was never taken into confidence 
and Ironically the whole of‘theBihar 
press came to know about the 
elections only after the formalities 
were peacefully taken care of. 

The BOA elections or for that 
matter the elections of other 
sporting associations of Bihar 
excepting the Bihar Cricket 
Association, are hardly held on 
time. But the sudden death of Mr 
Ravi Mehta, honorary secretary of 
the Bihar Ol 3 mipic Association and 
of Bihar Football Association 
compelled the organisers to go for 
the elections. 

However, the BOA claim that 
despite keeping the press inthedark. 
all the bonafide members of the 
Association were formally 
Intimated about the election as per 
rules and all of them were found 
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absolutely unanimous while 
selecting the new Incumbents. 

Mr. Arjun Blkram Shah . former 
Minister of Sports of Bihar was 
reelected President of the 
association while the late Ravi 
Mehta’s elder brother Mr P.N. 
Mehta was unanimously elected to 
the prestigious post of the 
honorary secretary. Besides, Mr 
Ishari of Blharsharlf was elected 
treasurer of the association. 

The House delegated the power 
of nominating 20 more 
Incumbents in the executive 
committee of BOA to the three 
elected office bearers. 

Samir SsnOupta 


BOMBAY 


Youngest Bl^k: 


M IHIR PANDYA. at seven 
years, nine months and 17 
days old. Is the youngest black belt 
In India, according to Shlhan Vlspy 
Kapadia, the director of the 
Gojukal Karate-Do. Addressing 
sportwrllers at a press conference. 
Kapadia said that Pandya achieved 
this feat on May 30, 1991. ♦ 

A third standard student of 
Campion School. Pandya has been 
undergoing vigorous training 
under Kapadia. a sixth degree 
black belt. Pandya started learning 
karate since he was three and half 
years of age and trained five days a 
week to achieve his meritorious 
feat. 

His black belt examination 
comprised a 15-kmJog. four hours 
of non-stop physical training 
(basic and advanced technique), 

16 katas, free sparring, shial 
(competition fluting), multiple 
attack and defence, body 
conditioning, elementary Judo 
throws and breaking techniques. 
The examination was spread over 
four days aind was witnessed by 
over 500 spectators, said Kapadia. 

Pandya has visited Singapore, 
Malaysia, The Philippines, 
Thailand and has been chosen to 
represent Gojukal at an 
international competition in Japan 


shortly. 

Pandya was presented the black 
belt and special certificate, sent by 
World Gojukal president Hahshi 
Yamaguchi, at a function held in 
his honour. 

Lallt Kumar Shaw 



T hat Bengal’s strength in table 
tennis is gradually shifting to 
the districts was once again 
highlighted in the Patterson 
Memorial table tennis 
championships, the symbol of 
supremacy among schools. Both 
(the boys and the girls) team titles 
went to district schools, tlius. 
indicating that the one-time 
monopoly of Calcutta school teams 
like South Point. Hindi High School 


aside the challenge of Sukchar 
Satadal. North 24 Parganas. 3-0 in 
the title round. 

Manish Chakraborty gave 
KBNM a headstart, beating Amita 
Majumdar 21 -14.21 -17 in the first 
singles. Koel Nath increased the 
lead when she defeated Sonali 
Mukheijee of Sukchar Satadal 
21-11,21-8 in the second singles. 
The rout was completed when Koel 
and Tuhlna Sen teamed up to 
defeat Sonali and Amita 20-22. 
21-19and21-15. 

Ramkrishna Sikshayatan (RKS). 
Howrah, lifted the boys’ team title, 
but only just. RKS won by the odd 
match in three versus Bhupendra 
Smriti High School, Hind Motor. 
P.S. Bose's lead for the Hind Motor 
school was neutralised by Arlndam 
Karar. a budding Junior of the 
state. But in the deciding match. S. 
Chattetjee won 21-17,22-20 
versus P.S. Bose to land the title. 

In the individual section. S.N. 












End of the 
roa d? 

OW it looks like it is the 
end of the road for the 
aj>eless queen of Wimble¬ 
don. Martina Navratilo¬ 
va. Her loss at Wimbledon this year 
to Jennifer Capriati has in all pro¬ 
bability brouj^ht an end to an era. 


But at the same time one must 
give her the credit for the persever¬ 
ance that she has displayed all 
along. Even after her defeat this 
year, she made it clear that she 
would be back next j'^ear to give it 
another try if her body could sur¬ 
vive the rigours. 

Here's wishing that she could 
once again regain that old form and 
prove to the world that perseveran¬ 
ce pays. 

NAREN CHA'ITERJEE. 

Khardaha. 




Fascinating! 


T he article ‘My Style' by Gabrie- 
la Sabatlni was really a good 
change. ITie style that this player 
shows on court (In her game) and 
off it. is simply superb. And to top it 
all she docs not have the air that 
usually accompanies a champion. 
She's always the smiling champion 
who takes both vit'tory and defeat 
in her stride with the same magna¬ 
nimity. Other players would do 
well to take a page or two from her 
book. Thank you Spurtsworld [or 
the article. 

Un AM HOSE, 

Darbhanga. 

T hank you Sponsworld lor giv • 
ing us some superb posters in 
the recent past. The posters of 
Boihum. Imran and C'onnors were 
superb. The quality of the posters 
has surely improved ov«t the years 
and now it has become an integral 
part of the magazine and lends it 
some extra colour. 

RAJ EEV MOHAN. 

Tinsukia. 


Champion Material 


T he way Stich won the Wimble¬ 
don title this year proves that 
this guy is <;ertainly champion 
material. The way he ousted both 
the top seeds on the way to t fie final 
speaks volumes of his game. And 
though tfie pressure on him was 
enormous he did not choke even 
once. 

The way he eliminated Becker In 
the final left virtually nothing left to 
be said. We hope that this is only 
the beginning of a great future and 
that Stich also does not bow down 
to pressures as his compatriot 
Becker did. He came up. reigned for 
some time and then vanquished 
his post when the world was still 
expecting so much from him. 
SRJNIVAS NYAPATHY. 
Rajahmundr}'. 















THE FALDO FORMULA 

FROM TEE TO GREEN 


ktoft 


On the green your first thoughts 

ARE INVARIABLY YOUR BEST. ONCE 
YOU HAVE DECIDED ON THE UNE OF 
A PUTT, NEVER SECOND GUESS 
YOURSELF. 


A SMOOT H STROKE AN D A SOLI P 
contact betv/een club and 
BALL ARE MORE EASILY 
ATTAINED WHEN YOUR MIND 
IS CLEAR OF INDECISIONS. 


Half of ttm Game 



i 


fjlnnin. 

m 




We all know how much fun it is to 

STAND OH THE PRACTICE GROUND 
HITTING DRIVER AFTER DRIVER. 
HOWEVERTHIS IS NO WAY TO 

IMPROVE YOUR SCORING IN THE 
LONG - RUN. 


IT IS MUCH MORE PRODUCTIVE 
TO SPEND THE MAJORITYOF 
YOUR PRACTICE TIME 
CHIPPING AND PUTTING... 




REMEMBER, PUTTING 

ALONE IS Half the game 





Btoomes Front 



The front ofthe hole is not always tour target when putting-, rr the putt 
contwnsaurge breai^the ball will approach the hole from the side, not 

HEAD ON, AND YOU MUSTTAICE INTO ACCOUNT OF THAT WHEN ASSESSING THE 


BORROW. 


STAND ON THE 
HIGH'SIDE 
RATHER THAN 
DIRECTLY 
BEHINDTHE 
BALL IN ORDER 
TO SEE THE 
PROPER UNE. 









































































QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is common to Don Bradman, 
Hanif Mohammad and B.B. 
Nimbalkar? 

2. Which former British Prime 
Minister captained a winning 
British Admiral’s Cup team? 

3. For which County did the 
legendary W.G. Grace play? 

4. For which sport is the Desprez Cup 
contested? 

5. Twice did the Prince of Wales 
score to help his side. Golden 
Eagles, win the 1977 Tatham Cup 
final. What was the game being 
played? 

6. Forwhich sport is Paul EIvstrom 
famous? 

7. Which soccer club of Argentina is 
called 'The machine" by its 
supporters? 

8. And which football club of England 
is nicknamed "Villains"? 

9. For which country, other than 
Hungary, did Ferenc Puskas play 
football? 



ANSWERS 

1. Each of them has a 400-t-score in 
first-class cricket. 

2. Edward Heath. In 1971 he 
captained the winning ‘Morning 
Cloud’ British Admiral’s Cup team. 

3. Gloucestershire. 

4. Fencing 

5. Polo 

6. Yachting. 

7. River Plate Club. 

8. Aston Villa. 

9. Spain. 

CHESS 

Krum Georglev is the lesser known 
of the Bulgarian twins. Klrll Is of 
course a former world Junior 
champion and permanent top 
board for Bulgaria, Krum is now a 


■MHIII/CHESS/BRIDGG 


GM also Eind has had pretty fair 
results In international matches. 
He is also an out and out romantic 
with a penchant for unusual 
opening systems. 

White: Kram Oaorglev Vs tlack: 
lonsecu, Dubai, ’80. 

1 e4 cS 2 Nf3 e6 3 b3l? Nc6 4 Bb2 d6 5 d4 cd4 6 

Nxd4a67Be2Bd78c4Nf6 

White's tidrd move initiates a system 
popularised by Australian IM 
HJorth-the verdict is unusual but 
perfectly viable. 

9 Nc3 Berio 0-0 0-011 Nc2Rc812f4Qb6?! 
Black is already l onfu.sed. I le should 
have exchanged knights earlier and 
now he Just gives white a tempo. 

13 Khl RMS 14 8d3 Be815Qe2 BIS 16 Ne3 Ne7 
17 Reel 17-Qc718 Bbl Qb8. Black gets 
carried away by his manoeuvers and 
allows white to work up a blistering 
attack on thekingslde. 

19 sS! deS 20 fSS Nd7 21 Bxh7! Kxh7 22 Ne4 
Kg8 23 NgS g6 24 Ng4 NfS (see Diagram). So 
far white has speculated on a variant of 
llie old "Greek Gift" His next move lifts 
this game to another level. 

25 RxfSl! efS 26 Qf2 Be7 27 Nf6 Nxf6 28 ef6 
Bxf6 29 Oh4l Rdl The only way to prevent 
mate. 30 Qh7 Kf8 31 Be3 Rd6 32 Bxd6 Qxd6 33 
RxoS KxeS 34 Qxf7 Kd8 35 Ne6 Qxe6 36 Qxe6 Rc6 
37 OgS Kc7 38 Qxg6 Rd6 39 g3 Rdl 40 Kg2 Rd2 
41 Kh3 Be7 42 a4 and (l -O) in due course. 
DuvanfslNi Datta. 



It is a pity that in rubber-bridge 
people tend to throw in their hands 
against low-level-scores. These 
contracts, however, often present 
the opportunity for some of the 
finest plays. This Is from a home 
rubber-bridge game and features 
S.S. Inamdar, a national-level 
player:- 


NORTH (dummy) 

* A 

« K10e4 

* AK85 
A Aioee 

WEST EAST 

* 1084 A KJ962 

* J72 « AQ3 

* Q963 * J4 

A K64 A Q73 

SOUTH 
A 0763 

* 865 
A 1072 



A J53 



WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

SOUTH 


1 ♦ • 

1 A 

Pass 

Pass 

OubiB 

Pass 

2a 


-16-18 points 

West led a spade and on winning 
in dummy, Inamdar cashed the top 
diamonds and continued with a 
third round of the suit, it was 
obvious to me, as East. that 
declarer did not have an entiy to 
hand and possibly only three 
trumps so 1 discarded. A heart 
pitch would have made matters 
easy for dec-larer. which i.s what I 
should have probably done playing 
against a Commis.sioner of Income 
tax, but fool that 1 am, I threw a 
spade as West won and switched to 
clubs. I won any queen and 
continued with a second trump to 
dummy’s nine. South took a 
diamond rufl in hand with the Jack 
as I threw a spade yet again. A 
heart to the nine followed and on 
winning the queen I put dummy 
back with a club. This was the 

NORTH {dummy) 

A — 

V K104 

♦ 

* 10 

EAST 
A KJ 
V A3 

♦ — 

A — 

SOUTH 
A Q7 

V 86 

♦ — 

♦ — 

position with dumnw on play:- 
Requlrlng two more tricks. 
Inamdar found a nice play, the king 
of hearts from dumtiiy. I won and 
was kaput If 1 continued hearts 
dummy’s last heart would be set 
up, so I switched to the spade king. 
Dummy ruffed and on winning the 
next heart West had to concede the 
last trick to declsu'er's spade queen. 


WEST 
A 108 
V J7 

♦ - 

A — 




















VOICES /: 

'' ?v>"eA' 


few 




r««33^ 



«L ^MHiiv-iinwvWwi.wfiafl 


IwdJi good Mil MnwOod awl 


MMW t2 yam ofdln LoutavIlliL. 
rro «IM gonna whup hhn. That 
waa a oood tiMa. 
MUHaSmwau. affected by «w 
Paildnson Syndrome, still has not 
lost his zest for Hfe. Incidentally he 
look to box^ aftw this incident, to 
avenge the loss. 











LJOROAN 
doraiders this query from a ladb 
comment a tor as the diffTibest 
lyjeslion he’s been asked. 























BOOK EXTRACT 


Ti 


1 HE turning point 
for StefB Graf may 
have come in 
Leipzig late last 
September. She was 
both the star and the 
villain of the first 
tournament held In East 
Germany. Throughout 
the week she was 
pilloried by the East 
German media for not 
doing more to promote 
the tournament. They 
said I hadn’t done press 
conferences or held 
clinics or gone to 
hospitals,' she said. 

‘Everything was my 
fault. The crowds were 
small and that was my 
fault too.' 

Feeling Sony for herself, one aftemor)n Graf 
asked her driver for the tournament to drive her to 
Berlin. 'I wanted to drive through the Brandenburg 
Gate once while it was still there,' she said. 

Her driver was a tournament volunteer, a man 
who worked for Opal. From the moment they drove 
through the gate into the West. Graf could see his 
eyes go wide. 'He had only been in the West for one 
hour in his life,’ she said. ‘He couldn't believe what 
he was seeing. 

The whole thing hit me right there. I had spent so 
much time feeling sorry for myself during the year 
because of everything that had gone on and here 
was this man who couldn’t even begin to imagine 
the way we live. You can read and read about what 
life is like behind thelron curtain but there really is 
no way to understand it without living it. 1 knew 
that right at that moment. Just watching him I 
realized I had taken everything in my life for 
granted.' 

On the day of the final Graf decided she would 
donate her check for the week to the East German 
tennis federation to use for youth tennis. She 
wiped out Arantxa Sanchez in the final, playing as 
well as she had played all year. During the awards 
ceremony, she broke 



week. Everything that 
my life was and wasn’t I 
thought about. But 
wdien it was over, I felt 
better.’ 


Graf even mans^ed to 
find a reminder in the 
U.S. that being Steffi 
Graf isn’t all bad. Driving 
through Connecticut to a 
tournament in 
Worcester, 

Massachusetts she told 
her coach, Pavel Slozil, 
tliat they had to stop and 
find a drugstore that 
would give her a 
prescription. She had 
been struck by yet 
another viral infection. 'I 
knew just what I needed, 
but I also knew you couldn’t gel it without 
a prescription.’ she said. ‘I walk ed into this 
drugstore and explained to the doctor that I was 
sick. I needed a prescription 
*I understood. We were about to leave when this 
other druggist came out from the back and said, 
"Sielfi. Steffi Grafi Wow, what are you doing here?" 

I told him the problem. He said. 'We'll take care of 
you." He called a doctor he knew and got the 
prescription from him. 

'I guess being Stelfi Graf has its advantages too.’ 


Gay & Happy 


Ti 


down two sentences into 
her speech. She finally 
managed to get out her 
plan to give away the 
prize mon^ and then, 
for the first time all week, 
she was heartily 
cheered. The crowd 
cheered, Graf cried. 

‘Afterwards, when I 
was alone. I cried again.’ 
she said. ‘1 think I cried 
the whole day. It was as if 
the whole year Just 
kk^ed in all at once that 
- 


|ED Tingling was gay, something he didn't 
talk about much but never tried to hide from 
his friends. That's how you knew Ted really 
trusted you—^he began to tell Jokes and stories that 
related to his sexuality. 

One of his favorites was about a day at 
Eastbourne in the 1970s during a time when 
women's tennis was Just beginning to establish 
Itself as an Independent entity. They were still 
fighting ail the stories and rumors about 
homosexuality in the locker room (some true, 

others exaggerated). Ted 
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was watching a match 
one afternoon between 
two women known to 
virtually eveiyone in 
tennis as being 
homosexual. Ted always 
loved watching the 
tournament at 
Devonshire Paris in 
Eastbourne because he 
had seen his very first 
tennis matches there 
with his mother when he 
was a little boy. 

On this afternoon 




One afternoon Graf asked 
her driver for the 
tournament to drive her to 
Beitin...You can read and 
read about what iife is 
iike behind the Iron 
curtain, but there realty is 
no way to understand It 
without seeing lt...$teffl 
Graf 
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teenagers. There was a grain of truth to those 
stories—also a lot of exaggeration. 

Nowadays the women's tour Is far more 
heterosexual than the general public thinks, 
although there are still a number of homosexual 
relationships among players. There are also 
homosexuals on the men's tour, though not as 
many as on the women's. All the current stars In 
the men’s game are heterosexual. 'It seems like 
most of the men on tour are dating a former Miss 
World.’ Chris Evert Joked. Among the four most 
significant women of the Open era—Evert. Graf. 
Navratilova and Billie Jean King, the latter two 
have admitted to homosexuality. 

That certainly doesn't 

represent a trend, but ai*™**™**** 

sports tend to be labeled -r ■- 

based on the behavior of ^ng ing 

their stars. The men’s Sportsw 

game has carried a 
reputation for being 
filled with whining, 
spoiled, profane people 
ever since Jimmy 
Connors and John 
McEnroe became stars. 

'I don't think there's 
any doubt that erne of the 
reasons I became the 
girl-next-door to the 
public was my sexuality,’ 
said E^wrt. ‘People could 
relate to the fact that I 
was always dating men.' 

Even with the sport’s 
image problems, even 
with the economic 
recession which has 
forced corporations to 
cut back on their 
involvement in sports, 
the money in tennis 
continues to be 
astronomical. 

For a chosen few. In 
1990, there were 2.042 
tennis players who had 
earned at least one point 
on either the men's or 
women’s computer. 

Among those, perhaps 
200were making a good 
living. Of those 200, 
about 50—maybe—are 
extremely comfortable. 

About a dozen are filthy 
rich. The 2.042 with 


Ted Tingling At Wimbledon 1988 with a 
Sportsworld medal of honour 


a computer point represent the elite 
among hundreds of thousands who dream about 
striking it rich in the sport. Thousands of parents 
think their daughters are the next Evert, Graf, 
Navratilova, Seles or Capriati. Thousands more 
look at their sons and see Lendl. McEnroe. Becker. 
Edberg, Agassi or Sampras. 

They are the ones who are the sjmibols for the 
sport. They make the most money, receive the most 
attention and adulation. TV ratings depend on 
them, so do sponsorships. The stars give the sport 
glamor and ^tz—all very necessary to its success. 
They are not the ones, however, who give the sport 
its texture, who bring life to the two tours as they 

wend their way on their 
never-ending trip 
j Anna -.w STound thewocld. 

THedepthand 

° ° ^ personality of the sport 

come from people like 
Jim Courier. who had 
time every day In 
Cincinnati to stop at the 
Children's Hospital. It 
comes from Elise Burgin, 
who willingly spends an 
entire week writing and 
prbducing the talent 
show in Eastbourne 
because she knows how 
much everyone on the 
tour enjoys it. It comes 
from the legacy of Ted 
TTnling, who told all his 
stories enough times to 
enough people that 
he—and they—will never 
be forgotten. 

It comes, most of all, 
from the people who 
genuinely care about the 
sport, regardless of its 
flaws. Dick Enberg, who 
has worked with Bud 
Collins at NBC for the 
past nine years, once 
looked at Collins and 
asked, ‘How can you care 
so much about a sport 
with so many bad people 
in It?’ 

Collins just smiled. 

His friends often say he 
would have found, good 
somewhere in Hitler. ‘Not 
Hitler, no.’ he says. 
‘Mussolini, maybe.’# 
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Nowadays the women's 
tour is far more hete¬ 
rosexual than the general 
public thinks, although 
there are still a number of 
homosexual relationships 
among players. Among 
the four most signiticanT 
women of the Open 
ero—Evert, Graf, Navrati¬ 
lova (In picture) and Billie § 
Jeon King, the latter two I 
have admitted to | 

homosexuality... ^ 





DIFFERENT STROKES 



* 




Venus Williams (extreme left) flanked by the Rea¬ 
gans and her sister Serena (centre). Fame is Just 


a stroke away 


P SST! Heard ofa gal who goes by the name 
ofVenus Ebonlstarr Williams? Nope, not 
this side of the Equator, we haven't. She 
sounds like a rock star but she's not. So why is 


shesospsclal? 

this girl has got hoself a berth m 
America's latest bracket of cddTrilyhood. f;; 

Venus Is a tennis prodigy; Wheii you'rejiist I’l r>j 
years old. and have a 54-0 tournament record, 
straight A's in school, wanting to be an 
Archaeolo^storAstronaut and are unbeaten in . 
21 track meets (Venus did a mile in 5:29 at the ' 
age of 8) then you must be hot. 

While this Ivetta Cinderella dreams of some 
day competing on Wimbledon’s hallowed 
Centre Court, she dillgenUy practises at the 
Infamous East Compton Park in southern 
California amidst drug deals and gunfire. 
Nevertheless, rubbing shoulders with 
ex-Presidentsand society bigwigs can be quite a ' 
pleasant experience. 

Venus has featured in the newspap)ers such 
as the front page of the New Varlr Times or mags 
like Sports Illustrated almost every week. Her 
goggle eyed father claims that she's had around 
600-700 articles written about her. Sponsors 
like Donniiy, Reebok and Adidas are tripping all 
over themselves in order to sign her up and 
seeing that her parents are hesitant to sign, 
they’re just gving the little girl whatever she 
wants. Coaches ranging from Bollettleri'to Rick 
Macci are also trying their luck. 

Venus in the meanwhile is unfazed by all this 
adulation. "1 want to be the No. 1 player in the 
world some day and say 1 came from the worst 
neighbourhood and made it." 


R oots, are 

roots and 
finally you're 
gonna come Iwk to 
them. Ask Mohsin 
Khan the same 
question and he's 
likely to agree with 
you. After a 
stint—albeit 
unsuccessful—with 
Bollywood and Hindi 
films he's finally 
decided to take up the 
bat and get back to 
where he belongs: 
cricket. 

Mohsin Khan has 
become the first 
foreigner to play In 
the city of Bombay's/ 



local Kanga 
league. After scoring 
2661 runs in 45 Tests 
and spending five 
years out in the 
wilderness he decided 
to give It one more try. 
though feeling rather 
fotfiish about the 
whole thing he's 
trying to pass it off as 
just a way to speiid 
time. The famous do 
that once in a while. 


Mohsin Khan: Is he raally makings oomsback or 
ishejustatfiing? 














Shelley Reecher jogging with one of the dogs 
from Project Safe Run. The rapists are running 


A WOMAN, says Shelley Reecher, "Can 
run into some sort of trouble about 
once every .50 times she ventures out 
alone, and somebody is not going to be there to 
save you." Shelley.35. .should know belter, 
because in 1975. she was brutally raped in the 
affluent Portland suburb in broad daylight and 
people watching didn't do anything to save her. 
She had gone out for her daily jog. 

Nursing a helluva lot of anger in her. Shelley 
moved out of Portland deciding to 'put power 
back Into her own hands'. A careful harnessing 
of this rage soon gave lise to something 
constructive and Project Safe Run (PSR) was 
bom. 

f?roject Safe Run provides personal protection 
dogs to women Joggers in Washington and 
Oregon, Its quick rate of success is also quite 
startling: out of over 6.000 logged runs, there 
have been no assaults or attempted assaults 
and Ms Reecher is planning to introduce It 
'nationwide in the US. 

Ever the die-hard feminist. Reecher bartts, * 
"Women arejust getting fed up wdt^ pot bein^. 
able io do what (hey wtt&lpdo.'Thiyre finally 
enough is enaij^^i^he rapist too 
' many-<-naw'we'regofn^to do SQiheti^lng about 
’ it:" For the raF^s^^,:|bF simple: paws 


T ennis doubles is serious ^|ff. For 

those who think thgithe wci^d of tennis 
doubles has no glatnour and glitz, take 
heaiH- Like when Jennifer CapalaU was teaming 
up for doubles with OabrlelaSabatlnl in order to 
play In at least two events, people never gave 
thett’capablHties as doubles players much 
thought. 

"Jennifer picked five players she'd like to play 
• with and Gabrlela was her top ch(Mce," said her 
father Stefano Capriati. Did he think that they 
made a good pair? "Yes—they’re'both beauties." 
Now, how’s that for a deflection? 

While Capriati and Gaby are totally m 
harmony with each other, one doubles pair that 
don’t make such a happy combo Is Zina 
Garrison and GIgi Fernandez, who are slated to 
represent the US in the Federation Cup latCT 
this year. Garrison accused Fernandez and 
partner Jana Novotna of less-than-good 
sportsmanship for not correeling a score 
mistake in their favour at the Aussie Open-ln 
early 1991. "I don’t have any respect for ar:y Of 
them." she snapped. Seems like that 
combination Is set for 'tennis divorce’ even. 
before they come together. 





L running like hell.’' 


fWiwndez: poorchai'acter^ butaNi^gotM^; 
• '‘lookf ‘ ‘ 





HUMAN INTEREST 




V IOLENCE. In a never-before 
situation, the National 
Football League 

(NFL)—America’s governing body 
on the gridiron game—names a 
new ruling after a player. Called 
the ‘Alzado Rule’, it warns all 
players that ‘removing another 
player’s helmet shall result in 
ejection and, p>ossibly, a fine’. 
Reason for the new rule: Lyle 
Alzado. the Los Angeles Raiders’ 
6'-3", 265-pound (over 120 kg) 
defensive back, had Just snapped 
the helmet off New York Jets’ Chris 
Ward and flung it at him during the 
NFL playoffs. 

This is Lyle Alzado in his prime. 
In a high-impact game where the 


Once a legend in the game of American 
football, Lyle Alzado now suffers 
from inoperable brain cancer. 

The reason: prolonged use of 
muscle-building steroids! Is it all 
worth it? 


average playing career is just four 
years, this man is in his 14th 
straight season. And still 
advocating violence. 'There is a 
fuiy in me," he says, "from the 
streets,' from where 1 grew up. I’m 
not going to kid you. I'm a violent 
person and I’m pla3ring a violent 
game.” 

And then, just to prove that he 
possesses a sense of humour, he 

^. .- 
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adds "If me and King Kong went 
Into an alley, only one of us would 
come out. And 11 wouldn’t be the 
monkey." 

A man of malevolence. 


R etirement. After 16 long 

years in the muscle lane. 
Lyle Alzado calls It quits. 
Using the name he has made for 
himself in sport. Alzado opens a 
restaurant in a trendy section of 

The black-andMwhitB bandana 
cannot erase reality for Alzado 


The innate violence, the glamour 
of a man called Lyle Alzado 


“Big massive guy 
that I was, I don't 
like to admit this, 
but it was all 
phony" 







Los Angeles. It does so well that he 
plans eight more In other parts of 
the US. as well as eight in the 
neighbouring country of Mexico. 

Hollywood also beckons. Many 
bit-roles later, Alzado finally lands 
a big one: Hang Fire, with former 
bodybuilding superstar Lou 
Ferrigno. 

But the violene;e still simmers 
inside. "I miss the violence." he 
says, when Interviewed on life after 
pro football. "I miss the physical 
challenge of football." He also goes 
on to explain how he gets the urge 
the beat up people parked by his 
skie at a trafllc light. 

Maybe this man was better left in 
the gridiron arena. 


"I never stopped l 
( using steroids), 
even when I 
retired from the 
NFL in '85, Not 
ever" 


T he return of violence. Enable 
to keep the aggression 
bottled up any longer. Lyle 
Alzado prepares to return to the 
game. His old team, the Los 
Angeles Raiders, are willing to try 
him out. But. at 40-plus, does the 
bearded monster have the drive? 
TTie aggro he's got in excess. But 
what about the vigour? 

Putting himself on a 
high-carbohydrate diet, and 
training under powerlifting champ 
Fred Hatfield. Alzado Is a lean 263 
pounds (about 119 kgs) and 
carries a mere 9% bodyfat. And 
says: "'I'he stipulation that people 
put on age is wrong. I can 
remember when people said when 
you hit 30you were through as an 
athlete. But if you take care of 
yourself and train hard, follow the 
right diet. 1 think you can extend 
your competitive age to 45 or 50." 

As if t hat’s not enough, he's also 
got I his burning desire to hit the 
headlines once again. "Nobody can 
ever measure the depth of your 
desire when you really want it bad 
enough." he points out. before 
pulling on his helmet and heading 
off to do battle. 



"ff me and King 
Kong went into 
an alley, only one 
of us would come 

out. And it 

wouldn't be the 











D isaster. The rampaging 
bull is suddenly cut down 
by 111 health. The normally 
bearded, grizzly face is pale and 
pasty. A black-and-white bandana 
covers the shaven scalp that 
houses the inoperable brain 
cancer. 'Fhe bulging muscles melt 
away and Ihe body weight drops by 
over 60 pounds (27 kgs). Can this 
be the same man who every 
quarterback in the NFL feared? 

Checked out for his failing 
health. Alzado doesn't seem overly 
surprised at the shattering news. 
Hell. no. 1 Ic's been playing Russian 
Roulette with his health for years 
now. I Ic knows it was only a matter 
of t ime before it all caught up. The 
cancer, after all. is a direct result of 
using a stenrid compound which 
builds mus('Ie mass and impinves 
power. 

And suddenly, just as suddenly 
as he used to sweep unsuspecting 
quarterbacks offlheir lect, Alzado 
decides to come clean. Admitting 
that lu;'s been taking steroids ever 
since he embarked on a career in 
pro football, he says "1 never 

A violent man in a violent 
sport...Lyle Alzado 





stopped, even when 1 retired from ' 
the NFL in ’85. Not ever." It has 
been a habit that cost him between 
$ 20.000 and $ 30.000 a year. And 
now perhaps his life. 

The overpowering urge to get 
bigger, stronger, faster, 
meaner—^the veiy factors that 
allow you to excel In the 
high-contact sport of American 
footbsdl —are now taking their toll 
on a body that has been pushed 
beyond the limit. The cancer is too 
deeply imbedded. It is inoperable. 
The diagnosis is virtually a death 
sentence. 

But for once. Alzado is calm. 
Composed. "I used a certain steroid 
that caused me to lower my 
Immune system." he says 
candidly, but rehites suggestions 
that he is an exception. "1 know 
that of the teams that we played, 
75% of these guys took some use of 
enhancement to perform." 

The medical profession isn’t too 
surprised either. Long aware that 
250-pound players don't come a 
dime a dozen—<)h yeah? Take one 
look at any NFLgEime today and 
you’d think otherwise—drug 



Alzado in training: using the 
steroids to maximum effect 

testing has been a long-enforced 
part of the game. And Dr. Forest 
Tennent. the NFL s former drug 
ad\dscr. doesn’t pull any jninches 
when he says. "Anabolic steroids 
depress the immune system and 
lymphocytes. He (Alzado) has 
lymphoma. You don't have to be a 
rocket scientist lo figure out the 
connection." 

Rocket scientist, he certainly 
ain’t. But the high-flying’ Alzado 
has come zooming back to terra 
(Irma. "Big massive guy that 1 was, I 
don’t like to admit this, but it was 
all phony," he admits. "It got me 
where I wanted, but it also got me 
very sick". 

And it’s not just physically that 
the Illness has ailTected him. The 
violent beast appears to have 
calmed as Alzado confesses that he 
is "half the man I was". 

He knows he's been doing the 
wrong thing. He knew all too well 
that it would catch up with him. 
And now, he knows that it wasn’t 
worth it. 







DOUBLE TROUBLE 


Come together 

H oly cow! what’s Amn Lai doing with 
Pooja Bedl? Now, now guys behave 
yourselves, they’re actual^ related. 
Lucky for us. that we’re not a gossip rag 
otherwise we would have gone overboard Just to 
cook up some masala. 

Anyway, Lai and Ms. Bedi Just teamed up 
together to add a new dimension to personality 
advertising (l.e. testimonial advertising). This 
new concept has been devised In the West 
(where else?) and Is fast becoming a rage here. 
The concept has been devised on the 
assumption that such advertising goes down 
better with consumers and Is being increasingly 
used In oui country to satiate the appetites of 
our celebrity-starved audience. As if to add 
weight to this argument we have had 
personalities like Ashwini Nachappa and 
Krishnamachari Srikkanth doing what Ms. 

Bedi and Arun Lai did in Calcutta. The Impact 
on the public was more than what the 
organisers had bargained for. Or should we say 
Twin Impact’. 



Pooja Bedi with Arun LaL Cricket and acting are 
‘distant cousins’ 


WITT OR 
WITHOUT 

Bonked oui 


B ecker sure is 
getting to be 
pan of history. 
The word 'bonking' 
has been accorded 
pride of place in the 
German dictionary and 
with it our Boris' sex 
life has been preserved 
for posterity. Talking 
of sex life there are 
enough lakers for the 
charms of Becker, but 
there's someone 
special: Katarina Witt 
and she's providing a 
lot of solace to the 
young man. 

Becker stricken with 
anger since his Big W 
defeat has been toying 
with retirement, and 
trying to dissuade him 
is Ms. Witt. "Boris 
don't be silly," she 
said. "It woujdbea 
great mistake to give 



KBlBrlhaWitt:tfwld«ttlwlmU>«oottwBaei8M'’B fnittrB<ldn» 


up tennis." Witt has 
more than an objective 
interest in Becker. Her 
name has been 
romantically linked 
with him and may yet 
be again. She visited 
him this time dui ing 
Wimbledon and what 
followed were secret 
candle-light dinners. 
"Boris is a good friend 
of mine,” said Ms Witt 
defensively, "and 1 
think I can aiticise him' 
publicly." She does 
that and more. She 
consoles him privat^y. 





MAJOR PROBLEM 

Lucky charm 

I F by thlb t ima Vivian Rleharda will 
havn gone back homa with tha sarlas 
undar hia bait ^ ha' a got only one nan to 
thank.. .BritishPrimeMinlater, John 
Major. 

Major was tha man responsible for the 
West Indies' victory at Trent Bridge. 

The British Prime Minister visited the 
team at Trent Bridge vdien the visitors 
were struggling at 118-4 and Richards was 
ont in the field facing a blistering 
attack f rompaceman David I<awrance. 

When he came in at tea. Richards was 
amazed to see Major sitting in the 
dressing room joking with bis players. 
Richards revealed, "1 told him that he'd 
obviously brought some luck to England 
when he went to Headingley. I told him it 
must be our turn now and it certainly 
happened that way. " It certainly did, and 
the wlndles went on to win the Test. "The 
boys told the PH that he was a lucky omen 
for us and that he could come back anytime 
he wanted, " said Richards. Major must 
have been the only Brit to have pleased the 
Windies captain. 



John<y m qr;wBt<Mi|yBtfeo«ntgriclw^r but also 
ludcy’bM_; 


RHYME A DOZEN 

Stich in time 



Stich Mid Steffi at the Champions Bali. These 
Qerman models are slick 


T his is the second week running and we're 
featuring the limerick contests. It seems, 
as though there were a lot of women who 
watched Wimbledon. How else can you explain 
a Mrs Malr Jones winning a bottle of Aberlour 
Malt whisky. Her winning entry read as follows... 


The new German 
models iook sleek 
The Auto-Graf and the 
long-g^ Stich 
Th^ moved up a gear 
When thefinadgot 
near 

So that’s Vorsprung 
Dutch Technik 


We still haven’t figured out the last line. 
Obviously, it has a meaning so if it’s okay with 
the Blits, it’s (Htay with us. 
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CXsngrotulcittons, 
Ayrton Senna.' 
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GOODNESS GRACIOUS IT’S GOODYEAR AGAIN! 

(For the 250th time) 


Riding on Goodyear Eogle Radkals, 
twice world chornplon Ayrton Senno 
wins the Brazitian Grartd Prlx. 

A flttlr>Q tribute to the rnoster the 
tracks. And to Goodyear 
technology. The technology that 
produces some of the highest 
peitbrmanoe car tyres In the world. 

For Ayrton Senna . And for youl 


GOOD/YEAR 


LEADING THE WORLD IN 
TYRE TECHNOLOGY 
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m w ii you want <h« 
bMl mdKol lym for your 
: CM*, fbtdl out what's undsr 
ihoiroad.Staoi.Or 
erefinoiy taacHIo fobfk. 
pr^Moglass. 

Aabrie or fibogtass 
^ novor match tho 
offksocy of stool. Only 
floolbohodfadials 
orthoRCOtho 


porfenw o nco of your eor. whUo ItraMiqi, 
fiyvR^ofineroosodfuol arnwriAg and cMving, 


ofRcioncy, moro mSoogo 
ond boilor rood gr^ on 
ony and ovOiy kind of 
rood. 

That's wl^ f7% of tho 
world Hdos on stool 
foohod ra^<ds. 

So give your car tho 
odvonlagoof stooi. 1^1 
the unmatched power 
ond safety of stool radiols 


ovwiORwetfdddi. 

Svniichlotho 
world<lass stool radial. 
Only from iK. 
ft's the Reol Radial. 


Ag- e'w . 

wo* 

Kad|oi Ghdh^ ■' 


New Mhl mint 


rue RIAL RADIAL 

JtfSTBSa, 
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Monica Seles’ recent conduct gives rise to debate on what 
the behaviour and responsibility of a world No. 1 ought to be 



IMRAN AND TONY 
LEWIS ON THE 
BOUNCER LAW 









graciouspeopk 
AGOLD FLAKE PRESENWION 



THF GOT D FI AKF 
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F or me. the 

one-bouncer-per-overmle is 
without doubt one of the most 
brainless pieces of legislation 
ever passed the International Cricket 
Council. Apart firom protecting 
incompetent andgutless batsmen. I'm not 
sure what it is supposed to achieve. 

Hie ICC members should realise that in 
order to excel In Test cricket, a player 
needs to possess talent, technique, 
Intelligence and, above all. coui^e. There 
have always been highly talented players 
who. by b^ng deficient In either technique 
or courage, could never make the Jump 
from first class to Test cricket. 

The other incredible thing Is that with 
the wearing of helmets even the risk of 
serious tnjuiy has been eliminated. The . 
legislation might have made more sense If 
a lot of batsmen were being put into 
hospital after being hit bouncers. 

The bouncer is one of &e most 
Important weapons in the armoury of a 
fast bovder. Through it he tests a 
batsman's nerve or technical weaknesses. 
I used to use It mostly to stop batsmen 
coming on to the firont foot so that th^ 
worild become vulnerable to my 
In-swlnger. 

On certain easy-paced wickets, without 
the use of the short ball at times, I found It 
hard to even dismiss tallenders if they 
launched on the finont foot. This is 
especlalty true on some Pakistani wickets 
where the ball neither moves off the seam 
nor bounces enough to carry to the slips. 

Presumably the ICC have not bothered 
to consider unhelpful bowling conditions 
on the Indian sub-continent and at times 
In the Caribbean. 

in the helpful English or Australian 
conditions, pace bowlers can get wickets 
Just by maintaining a certain line and 
length. This rule is Just like telling a bowler 
Uke Abdul Qadlr that he is not allowed to 
bowl more than one googly per over. 

Furthermore, what happens to one of 
the most glorious shots In the game—the 
hook? Few cricketers will disagree that it 
Is the most skilful and most spectacular 
stroke. Now. with this nonsensical law. it 
may well become extinct. 

Imagine, Merv Hughes bowling to the 
diminutive Sachlft Tendulkar at Perth, the 
bounclest wicket tn International cricket. 

1 am willing to bet that one of thetwo thing: 
will happen. The most obvious is that 
Merv Hu^es will be taken off very qulckty 
for bonding too many boimcers. Or. since 
he is the easiest bowler to face once he 
pitches It up. he will be hit out of the 
attack. It Is conceivable that his career 
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could be over. 

I also forsee a lot of bickering about the 
Interpretation of the bouncer. Vtn afraid 
this eyewash of appointing a match 
referee is not going to help matters. The 
referee provides a way for the ICX: toget 
out of the problem of appointing neutral 
umpires. It is a cop-out and will not make 
much difference. 

As for the players’ code of conduct, we 
have heard it all before. E^reiy year the ICC 
make noises about the deteriorating 
discipline on the Qeld. Yet they have made 
no real attempts to find out the root cause 
of the problems. 

Everyone knows about the code of 
conduct, yet whenever there is a crisis 
regarding discipline, the respective 
cricket boards take die side of their teams 
and a stalemate occurs. 

During the Gatdng-Shakoor Rana 
incident, according to the code of conduct 
forthe players. Catting should have been 
punished by theTCCB. Aplayer was seen 
on television questioning and later 
abusing the umpire. The TCCB not only 
stood their ptoyer but at the end of the 

tour gave Catting and his team a £1,000 
hardship bonus. 

I do not envisage anything changing as a 
result of appointing a match referee or 
bringing out this code of conduct. The 
stricter the home umpires get, the more 
chance there wUl be of a confrontation 
with the touring team. 

There is onfy (me way to solve the 
problems of discipline and bouncers and 
that Is for the ICC to Insist on neutral 
umpires. 

Vihiat amazes me is that the ICC do not 
consult the Test captains. Almost all of 
them were in England at the time of the 
meeting. Surety they must be in a better 
position to talk about the problems facing 
cii<dcet that those people ^o either 
stopped playing cricket years ago or never 
even played first-class cricket 

The captains* opinions should be 
sought as to wl^ Law 42, with adiich the 
umpires are armed to stop indmldatoiy 
bowling, Is not always Implemented. Inn^ 
eiqierience, unless die umpire is finom a 
thfrd country there will always be dispute 
over his interpretation of Intimidatory 
bovrilng. 

Also, ifthe ICC had consulted great 
batsmen like Bradman, Cavaskar, 

Sobers, the Chappell brothers. Miandad, 
Boycott and Qompton. 1 am certain they 
wcnild all cxm^er the 
cne-bouncer-par-over law to be utteity 
ridiculous. I Impe they speak out and that 
the ICC get zlciaf this unintelligent law. 


T he 
bouncer 
is one of 
the most 
important 
weapons in the 
armoury of a 
fast bowler. 
Through it he 
tests a 
batsman's 
nerve on 
technical 
weaknesses 



I FthelCC 
had 

consulted 
great batsmen 
like Bradman, 
Gavaskar, 
Sobers, 
Miandad ••• I'm 
certain they 
would all 
consider the 
one 

bouncer-per 
over law to be 
utterly 
ridiculous 















T he last month 
has been 
astonishing, 
with so much 
decided—It seems— to 
remove International 
cricket’s Imperfections. 
Most surprising was the 
MCC's acceptance 
remedies which are 
obviously imperfect in 
themselves. Perhaps 
they are seen only as 
temporary measures. 
But then there are no 
miracle cures. At least 
the administrators have 
recognised Test cricket's 
ugly warts, and tended 
them. 

The slow over rates in 
Test matches were a 
cheat to the paying 
public; the mean, 
abusive language of the 
sledger has spread; 
uncontrolled bouncers 


hour is long overdue 
because it can be easily 
achieved and is a 
guarantee of 
entertainment to the 
spectator who is having 
to find more and more 
mon^ for a day out at a 
Test match. 

When arguing this 
point with West Indians 
th^ truthfully say that 
over the last 15 years a 
faster rate of bowling 
would have meant their 
four fast bowlers 
finishing off the 
opposition more quickly 
which, in the end, 
reduces the number of 
days played and tickets 
sold. 

It is impossible to deny 




It would be wonderful for the game if this 
new playing condition persuaded 
bowlers to attach themselves more to 
the skills of bowling than to head-hunting 


led to the wearing of 
helmets and made the 
game hideously 
anonymous and 
unattractive. 

Some of the world’s 
cricket captains had 
abdicated their 
responsibility to set the 
moral tone to a contest: 
they have stood by while 
umpires were 
pressurised. 

The issue of South 
Africa, now admitted to 
the International Cricket 
CoimcU. had long spilt 
the cricket firalemltles in 
a deeply emotional way. 


I OVERRATES 


O N the field, the most 
serious matter was 
that of overrates. The 
insistence on 15 overs an 
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By TONY LEWIS 


Hut pattern but It to Still 
veiuibnadjle for both 
teams to begin a match 
with an even chance of 
vtctoiy. The opponents of 
the West Indies have 
alwi^ known that they 
would scarcely face 
enough 90 mph balls in a 
day to make runs 
enough to set up a 
possible win. 

This led teams to tty to 
frustrate the West 
Indians by slowing down 
their own over rate. In no 
way are the West Indians 
entirely to blame—the 
Keith Fletcher- Sunil 
Gavaskar Impasse in 
India in 1981 is 
unforgettable for its 
deliberate 

time-wasting—but the 
reduction of balls in the 
day has debased the 
entertainment 

The 'deliberately 
harsh’ fines may folt the 
consciences of the 
captains but there will 
stUl be frustration for 
watchers. Many a day's 
play in Test cricket all 
over the world ends 
because of bad light, 
vdiether, the black 
clouds gather in England 
or the sim casts 
aadcward shadows in the 
Caribbean. Who is to 
decide If the bowling side 


When arguing, the 
Windies truthfully 
say that over the 
last 15 years a 
faster rate of 
bowling would 
have meant their 
four fast bowlers 
finishing off the 
opposition more 
quickly 



A still groggy Rutherford to tended 
to by the team doctor and i^ysio 


is up with the pace? 

How much better was 
the idea of Richie 
Benaud some weeks ago 
of insisting that 30 overs 
are bowled per session: 
lunch is taken after 30, 
tea after 60, and so on, 
with equally damaging 
fines if the day’s quota is 
not met by the end. 


DISCIPLINE 


A S Imperfect, too, is 
the placing of a 
referee at cricket 
matches. He will arrive 
from a neutral country 
like an unwelcome alien 
and will sit in the stands 
with hto binoculars 
trained on the play. It will 
be the most bmingjob in 
cricket and the most 
unpopular if perfbnned 
conscientiously. Of 
course, hto presence 


represents a massive 
rebnqulshment of duty 
by home board of control 
and the captains and it 
was good to hear the ICC 
emphasising the need for 
responsible leadership. 

ICC chief Colin 
Cowdrey has been keen 
on the lirferee concept 
and it is true that there 
have been glaring 
instances when an 
ln^>artial Judge has been 
urgently needed, for 
example the Shakoor 
Rana dispute with Mike 
Gattlng in Pakistan. 

In a perfect world the 
referee should have a 
limited life. Once the 
message has got back 
into the minds of 
captains that they have 
responsibility for a code 
of behaviour then the 
need for the invigilator 
should disappear. 


BOUNCERS 


OO it to with the 
CTbouncer. One an over 
at a batsman to a 
wdcome new restriction 
for anytme who saw 
Courtney Walsh trying to 
bounce out Robin Smith 
in Antigua a couple of 
winters ago. 

Witness the wads of 
padding which players 
wear to bat these days 
and compare them with 
the evidence on old 
video-tapes of Wesley 
Hall and Charlie Griifith 
bowling to a hatless Jim 
Parks or to Tom 
Graven^, protected only 
byacap. Ittoclearth&t 
the game has 
deteriorated into an 
attritlous Joust 
The bouncer, however, 
has a proper part in the 
play It Is fair for a fast 
bouder to test the 
batsman's courage and 
his techruque when the 
ball is nose-high. 
Surprise was always 
thought essential but 
soon, once the bouncrer 
has been delivered in the 
over there can be no 
surprise and the 
batsman can ease with 
certainty on to the front 
foot again. 

It would be wonderful 
for the game if this new 
playing condition 
persuaded bowlers to 
attach themselves more 
to the skills of bowling 
than to head-hunting. 
Captains place a more 
serious vklue on slow 
spin. Batsmen may 
remove their helmets 
and bo<fy padding and 
see that there is a game 
of skill and courage to be 
pdayed players with 
recognisable faces. 
Graeme Hick, for 
example, when he bats 
against the West Indies 
is lagged like a water 
tank. It is no wonder hto 
movement is so slow. • 













Monica Seles’ recent 
graceless conduct gives rise to 
debate on wlmt the 
responsibilities and proper 
behaviour of a world No. 1 
ought to be 


BY ROHITBRIJNATH 


V here was she? 

w Alan Mills, chief referee at WlmbledcHti didn’t know. 

' StephanieToUeson, her IMG agent didn’t know. 

Ge^ Smith, CEX) of the Women’s Tennis 
Association (WTA) didn’t know. 

Was she injured, had an accident, pregnant, what? 
What were the fam% doing wearing outlandish 
wigs in public? 

Why Ad thqr allow themselves to be photographed 
on the driveway of Donald lYump's Florida estate? 
Why all this sordid n^teiy? 

Then finally, 25 days after Wimbledon began. 
Monica Seles breezed into an exhibition at Mahwah, 
New Jersey, a dog on her arm. lipstick and rouge on 
her face, and not a plausible e}q>lanatlon ready or an 
embarrassment apparent. The grotesque Monica 
Mystery remained uiuesolved. 

"Where was she? Was she in Florida all this time?", 
she was asked. 

Tou’re getting close," she teased. 

Seles’repartee earned her no laughs. This was not 
the adorable r^mphet of Paris, that earrlnged delight 
sdiose twisted grammar-’I’m as nervous as a 
wreck’-caused a sensation of smiles. This was tennis’ 
First Lady who had kicked dust on her sport, earning 
herself $26,000 in fines and public scorn from her 
peers. Suddenly she wasn’t no darling, but a 
17-year-old, m^onalress whose excesses of 
behaviour vrere displeasing. 

In a feeble and confrised effort to redeem herself. 
Seles spoke of her injury (first serious, then not 

serious), about the 
doctors she saw (first six, 
Ics’recent thcnel^t)and<mwhat 

, . . . was actually wrong (first 

ICt gives nse tXX shinsplints.thena 

'orVioffka stress fracture). Was 

YYllttv UUc anyonebt^lngthis 

5S OrODer stOTy?NofIYacy Austin: 

- "All I can si^ is that it is 

SI world No.l an amazing recovery. I 

4-rkKA suffered a stress fracture 

DC inn^backbefore 

Wimbledon 1983and I 
was out fr)r 6 weeks.” 
Father Kan^ Seles 


Seles 3PO fathet at the 
1 991 French Open 
Daadv t'oc'ble 'or 
anothe'' :adies ’>io ! " 
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managed to wash over last summer’s unseemly 
dramatics with Nick Bollitieri, 
but getting his daughter out of this, lipstick intact, 
will not be as easy. The cartoonist’s paranoic secrecy 
over his daughter’s whereabouts during Wimbledon 
was poor marketing of a great product. But if that was 
naleve, Seles* next move 
was naughty. She played 
the exhibition at 
Mahwah. but 
audaciously skipped the 
Federation Cup the week 
after citing injury. 

The WTA slapped her 
with a maximum 
$20,000 fine (for playing 
- 


an unauthorized tournament within 200 
km of a tour event) and her peers slapped her with 
criticism. Said Stefli Graf of her successor, 'You just 
can’t do it... there are a few things which aren’t quite 
right about it. It’s strange. I don’t know what kind of 
injuries she’s got, but it’s not possible to let her play 

an exhibition event 
if she says she can't play 
the week after." 

Jennifer Capriati, who 
beat her at Mahwah. was 
as rueful: "She looked 
fine to me. If she was 
hurting she shouldn't 
have played.” 

While the sympathy 


McEnroe once said of Wilandcr, 
"He doesn’t want to be No.l. He 
isn't even trying for it". 
Wilander’s reluctance was 
subsequently vindicated 
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for Seles had dried up, the issues of premature 
bum-out and the prescribed behaviour for a No. 1 
were thrust into debate again. 

Seles is tennis’ most complete definition of 
precocity, by virtue of having won three Grand Siam 
titles at 17, an age at which her predecessor Ms Graf 
was yet to win one. 

With agents hovering 
like vultures, these 
children of sport are 
signing contracts from 
the pram, yet each extra 
simnsor means an extra 
exhibition and greed, 
and there Is no kinder 
word, demands a heavy 
price from the body. 


It is a shame that Seles's tenure 
at the top is already marred by 
graceless conduct. Champions 
are supposed to play games on 
court not off it 


Bum-out. 

Bum-out Is not just a 
teenage allliction or a 
women's tour 
prerogoatlve. It 
happened to Borg, it 
happened to 
Navratilova, it happened 
to Wllander. The former 
found his answer in 
retirement, but the latter 
two took advised breaks 
from the game. 

Navratilova, washed 
out and fed up in earfy 
1989was immediately 
advised by her mentor 
Billie Jean King to go on 
holiday. Said 
Navratilova later: "It had 
never even occurred to 
me before that I could 
take time away from It 
all. Billie told me to go to 
Antigua and do only 
what I wanted and no 
worrying about tennis 
and rankings aund 
tournaments. So I 
worked on my tan, that’s 
It." A year later, a 
rejuvenated Navratilova 
won her ninth 
Wimbledon title. 

Mats Wilander’s 
predicament was 
identical. Admitting to a 
‘mental bum-out’ in 

1987, Wllander took a 
two-month sabbatical, 
married model Sonya 
MulhoUand and 
returned to win three 
Grand Slam titles in 

1988. 

Seles’ condition 
is more physical than menial, her well- 
knovm keenness for exhibitions resulting in a 
torrid schedule of play, one that would obviously hurt 
her and has. It is a poor reflection on her father who 
manages her, moreso because instead of bringing the 
game into disrepute, as they have by such 

_ puerile secrecy, 

he could have pleaded 
Injury and allowed his 
daughter a rest. 

The Women’s Tennis 
Association, in 
particular, are 
displeased and 
dismayed by Seles' 
actions, for the world No. 
1 is supposed 








to be a source 
of inspirational leader¬ 
ship, not. as it has 
transpired, a source of 
acute embarrassment. 

Seles’ misadventure has 
dented the lmaj»e of the 
women’s tour, at an 
inappropriate time, for 
they arc lorcelully 
battling ior equal prize 
money. The male 
chauvinists, and there 
are many, will be pleased 
by the ammunition Seles 
has supplied them. 

No. 1 never comes 
easy, an understatement 
in its best sense, and 
with the halo of dollars 
and cloak of fame come 
the handcuffs of 
responsibility. Money is 
easily dealt with, not the 
rest. 

John McEnroe once 
said of Mats Wilander, 

"He doesn't want to be 
No. 1. He isn’t even trying 
for it". Wilander’s 
reluctance was 
subsequently 
vindicated: when he did 
bec:ome No. 1. he 
disintegrated and in 24 
months his ranking 
plumetted from No. 1 to 
No.41. 

With the women the 
story is more 
complicated. When 
Chris Evert and Martina 
Navratilova were No. 1, 
the WTA beamed, for 
both ladies were 
gracious, charming, 
articulate and sophisti¬ 
cated. A dream of 
leadership come true. So perfect was the situation 
that Graf s emergence was treated with suspicion, a 
conflict best described by John Felnstein in his book 
Hard Courts. 

"Grafs ascendancy was not greeted with 
overwhelming 
enthusiasm by either the 
Women’s Tennis 
Association or Virginia 
Slims. Evert and 
Navratilova had become 
such superb spokes¬ 
women for the sport. 

Both were excellent on 
television, good 








"It had never even occurred to 
me before that I could take time 
away from it all. Billie told me to 
do what I wanted and no 
worryins about tennis and 
rankings and 
tournaments"-M3rtina 
Navratilova 


public speakers and willing to do their part In 
promoting women's tennis...Graf radiated Intensity, 
on and off the court. She made no pretense of being 
"one of the girls", not the way E>^ert and Navratilova 
had. She was in and out of the locker room in 

lightning-fast bursts 
and she rarely attended 
any WTA or Virginia 
Slims functions." 


Graf had reaison to 
shun the WTA for it was 
teeming with Evert and 
Navratllotm "yes 
women", but once 








TOMMY HI 


Becker wasn’t ready for 
No. 1 a year ago 
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Virginia Slims...shc made no 
pretense of being "one of the 
girls" and rarely attended official 
functions 
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No. 1, adequately held her own. 

The issue now is Monica Seles. In his Infinite 
wisdom. lonTirlac once said in early 1989, "For 
Becker to be No. 1 will take a while, 
because I don’t think he is ready for the 


responsibility yet". Is 
Seles? She has not the 
maturity (in years) that 
her predecessors had 
when they became No. 1, 
and her misguided 
moves to some measure 
will be attributed to her 
father. But he does not 
welld the racket, she 
does. Enormously talented, vivacious, and much 
loved, it is a shame that Seles’ tenure at the top is 
already marred by such graceless conduct. 
Champions are supposed to play games on court not 
off it. I^les would do well to remember that. # 
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WIMBLEDON ’91 
PREDICTION 
CONTEST 

Once again we thank readers for the tremendous response. This contest has 
convinced us that there are a lot of people who don’t mind taking a risk. With 
the upset victory of Michael Stich, we initially thought that the number of 
all-correct entries would be very few, but once again we were wrong. Out of 
the 5,000 entries from all over India (and even entries from Pakistan, Nepal, 
Bangladesh and Dubai) there were 235 all-correct entries, so we had to have a 

lottery and.... 













1. Will Becker anJ Edberg clash in the finals again this year? 
J Yes 

il^Ho 

2. Will Martina Navratilova win a tenth singles title? 

J Yes 

i^No 

3. Will Ivan Lendl win his first Wimbledon title? 

J Yes 

)/Ho 

4. How far will Steffi Graf get? 

M'WInthetttle 

J Lose in the finals 
J Lose in the semi-finals 
J Lose before semi-finals 

5. Who will win the men’s title? 

J Edberg 

J Becker 
J Lendl 

idT Someone else 


A dejected Boris Becker congratulates 
Michael Stich after the Wimbledon final. 
Although Becker was one of the favourites 
to win Wimbledon, his loss made it easier 
for us to go through the 5,000 odd entries! 



THEOTIbSRA^ 




Aya^hSoni Durg Mrs PP Mdha t linsukia N i^avanettM Midurt Trim I* <*n (jiiw iini Hav rJijti Cnhwi t»N H* hly Vjwtwili H ijm Kurt ff ij« * i il 
cutta SV Kotf swaraja*'!ry Sf»tuniJf»iabad 3-injay Bfiattrii harya C ilrult» I dlmuein Puia C-tkirttt AK-*hty Kuto* t Hiniu^hi Hr i Jr •. Hu ^ uuAtii • 

KapilCioyrtl Humayun Jwahir Ar^arti IjhnBtrmy Bombiy Ki ll‘■M k B«ihijic f ai iiitci Sirnom R iKoshSnqt Maripu Anun |i hmo B >r if tul fiij 

nef^^hBhatia Haryana RufInrVya' CaUulta Paf1f>aSmqna Midnapr rt SanjavKiisnniiNlavar K^lk iki SulW' R Ntvsf Am ii Hili nKtu l k \ t twar i 
Oorthakur Gnwahati Aja/Nasir Bihar Mani«ihKum.ii IMtr^a InaioO/zy/hinuimi Shilk>n 4 Slid uJiiyeiOas rakutta Hirtii nr ttMtii *r tv trrv Ath|itb v ■>' M i 
poro SaniPehGhosh i^wraf Hanjeet Kumar Singh A/amqarh ArupSarKir C ilrutta OMihujvuHHaranka Golaghat L h short Kurnir MirgiOrt Ail>irM A Htvo 
rf»do G/a DharmendfrSinqhBandrai f^wDellii Inamu Rahnmi Duiqafiuf IvritKiCiyurmny Mysorn Mani&tifiwin Varanas HarvniArsngt Sinigai 'Jt )R 
Vndasiromoni CaKulta D Mohapotro Doiabore liaulam Mundra Tifupur Uipiat Outtu C lUiitia KK Das Burdwan subhransu Majumrinr C iicui a Kjpi Pm Nnw 
Doihi IshanPiadeop Chandigarh AngshumanChakralxiny biligun RanjanDas Diiinqirh Ratui Kapur Dciadun SnntanuRay LO(a.hUi‘wr bneh mg ir»m« Sn 
gun SimmenMaji taUutUi uipak Kunw Smgh Guwahati Satie »h Chatu'vedi Hipur M C hhetri Panctiqram D« Da‘htsh Brzbarua Jnrhat burr f Aq-xoAr t) Sliqif 
Vi|8y VcnKatB<th Calcutta baii^i Mukherinn Cakutta Kama! Chnudhuiy Guwnhati Tornandes Karnataka Anwc*biia Qa&u Cakutix Stmpf Vo ma It dure KF 
Shine Madras KabUiiSP Putio PrasitarxlOiipta NewDeihi OndniaMukiien<H^ Cacutta Saniay&inqhOultir Jaipur Bire->watOanoriof Silitui A^ti^^ Das Rt ui 
kola Navtet binqh Dhtndsa Patiala Bijak Kumar Gupta Otianbad Niianjan Db«^ Gupt t Jtmshec^ur SaojayArudi Mysore Fi-irKi<iFaileirn (»xm Kristmondu Mmdy 
Howrah RudrajitSmha Calcutta RavnootKaurBrai Baihmda MartmL Guitc Guwahati VidhyaB Prabhu Cherthala RaiashiDrjtray Cmwahat HajnfwHv iHiChoi 
dhury Dhnnbad MandeepKaur Aniitsar Naynn Mumhmat Gotaghat PasannaS Revankar Karnataka SN Sir ha bmqhbhum Md Imran i iUuttx Asti Shah 
Puno jonmulltffP Mark Meghalaya Rakesh Noupatte Nepal Puneet Mohrotra Kanpur M Sheshu Bhimavaram Haia Chatteljoo Tinsuka HirennnA sAlan Now 
Delhi ArupJyotiBoigohnin Guwahati GubindBBhaumik Midnapure RaifshMatana 0 MayankPrabhakai Dhanhad Di SurenKurntrChowih tkbrugam 
& Jyrwa Shillong Mrs PhirorFlavia Baruach G PrithviSekhat Madras Su|itPiadhananq Kathmandu Ion Guwahati DotiasisMotxdal Rasirlial Mana Bhtttaihx 
rya Agarldia Om Prakash Ayatwal Korba KC Bhatt Kathmandu SG Cihatik Jamshedput Miss Luna Gupta Guwahuti AnnySongkaM Sangma M uhaUyi C V 
Kamath Bangalore Subrotah Bibwas New Delhi Oiganta Dutta Nagaland B C har d a SeKhar Banyalorn BheskerKhor Gwalior Rjtu Dek«< Ntqaun Ms Siomkti 
Ray Cateurta Papai Mukhoriee Calcutta K GovindaRasu Madras R Raid Now Delhi Vikas Kumar Hati Mussuonr bB Roy Nowftnihi Ay^yGodhj K u Maimm 
derSinghMehar Bangalore VishalGupta Dar/eeting ML Bhatia NewDcihi [lobasishDutta Calcutta Hadm^Nog DisfAir Misb/upjiliani Ai/awl f^aUiiHa L-xi 
cutta Dudhagore Siijil Baburao Maharashtia Bubiya Chowdhury ThinsukM Sanwoi P Miijy© lhane Mrs Noralyno Pabwett Meghalaya Ahmui l n ittu\ 
Nagaland AmitSaraf Bangalore Sandip Chattegec Hwvrah N Ravmder Reddx Hyderabad tG Srinivasa Sotty Shimoga AmrttviGho,h Midnat » L\i <mi 
Gangtok Shajudeen F P Kottayom Nigam Prasad Vad jdata Mohd Avub Kt at brmagar Abhishok Jam Berhampore Joni H M f Nagaland bubh xsi«- Ho jI I utt k k 
SubhraGoswami Calcutta DduminiaiLionttiang Manipn Dr PC Ooka Guwj rti K<i|onNath Calcutta SaniibSarkar Cakutti Ktim«irbhakii It-maq.ti Ft f S n 
nia Kathmandu Asit Kumar Panigrahi Jharsuguda Aiaw Dharamshi Biiapur Niport Lan<|thasa Assam Jasmine 0 Sou/a Borniwy Ok Gogu Cmwahiti l f »ri ip 
Bombay Goun Shankar Hatarx Korapur Rurhir Kumar Guwahati Yebhwant M Naik Goa Mahebh M Mhatre Bombay Mi««- M iry Kaiho inripha M iq h h M i jI <} i 

Varanasi NeoleshK Neureluir Goa AmitKaui Dtbrugarh ZohmingltdnaVarlf^ Aizawi PrithirajNandy Ranchi P Prasad lonavta Anupun Vw n (iiu iv xi li« ink 
RoshanSunn Jatpaigun OoutamChaki NewJalpaigun Kau&tav B.isak Dhanbad I J**ardreinandoa Parxthqani SankarKum irGtinsh Cakutti H »v T it 
nn ArtaMishra Cuttack GeorgoOgunda Chandigarh SnnivasK Now Delhi Cjayat ilnpathy laipur SomuMaihivanan Madn*^ Txnvr ci Ulusrui 1 1 T pt i A mvi 
miDash Korba DayatxondaBiswas MiddleArxdaman VktamiUSinqhG'ewal sonitpur AamirKazmi Jamshedpur MunmunGtaUik Rurdwan i rant ij< > C i i 
ta SorabhChechi Chandigarh N Slxaravana Bangaioro SunilB Lahoti Nawur AnupamPahari Mtdnapore Mrs AshaR D«.e- J ibtipur A( Niw i J jdcL ^ vi > 
bad Aditya Tnpathi Bombay SankarQhMh Calcutta So imitNjndi Howrah o M Iran Hanqaioro Sanjay Kumar Jam Coicutta A i ki Aquwii Howt it At i i Of r 
shal Lucknow SK Vuhra Bombay Mrs N Ohanalakiihmi New Delhi ArqlyaBasu Midnapore Pradeep D Custa Pune josrpiiFt4 '>uuth s Kkmi i nxn i lu ii 
tacharya Calcutta Miiind M Thakui Bombay Mohammed Anwar K M Kerala Dilbagh Singh Delhi Hashmi V Jndhan Hubli Nitin Autirw ii K mpur basi K 
Kuvalekar Belgaum BinduKnshnan Calcutta NirmaiJam Guwahati T TaranathaRao Mar^loro N K Jaleei Madras rncnebeiro C^lcutti MissC honde iBjr 
uah Dibrugarh AdamiUSM Nasik Sohim Sehanotois Madras TK SarKar Bilaspur TSR Sayeeiee Rajahmundry Y Harnririia Natfi VisaKhipvxtnarp Sumxn 
Kumar Senapati Kalal^ndi Ganesh Banertoe Calcutta J Lathmangaihzunla Atzawl 





ENGLAND VS. WEST INDIES: FOURTH TEST 


Viv Richards 




On the eve of 
his retirement 
from Test 
cricket, the 
West Indian 
skipper steers 
his side to a 
memorable 
victory at 
Edgbaston... 


I Twasahappy 
thing for 
Vivian Issar 
Richards that the 
West Indies achieved 
such a convincing 
victory over England in 
their rival’s own 
backyard. For, Vlv 
Richards is one man in 
the whole of the 
cricketing world who 
does not deserve a 
farewell in disgrace. An 
era in world cricket is 
coming to a close, as the 
great West Indian now 
slowly works his way into 
retirement, and it is 
undoubtedly a good 
thing that Vlv Richards 
is not going to lake his 
last bow as a losing 
leader. 

It was so much more 
significant that Viv 
Idchards himself starred 

The Caribbean 
pace battery: 
(Left to right) 
Walsh, 
Patterson, 
Ambrose and 
Marshall 







Parting Gift 



in this srvrn=wicket win. 
for which the Caribbeans | 
had begun tifihlening the ' 
noose around England’s ] 
ne('k as early the second | 
day of the match. i 

Richards pulled the lever j 
on the fourth day. i 

steering his side clear of I 
some fleeting mornen t s ] 
of uncertainty, and of 
lurking defeat, by 
scoring an unbeaten 73. 

The Caribbeans had 
unleashed their 
firepower right from 
beginning shaking the 
early England innings 
with their pace battciy' 
reducing the 
Englishmen to pulp for 
184 for nine. The only 
semblance ol resistance 
that came was provided 
by skipper Ciraham i 

Gooch, the old guard 
who never relents. Like 
on so many occasions in 
the past, the early 
breakthrough came from 
Malcolm Marshall, who 
took two vital wickets 
during their afternoon 
session, as England 
struggled to reach a 
meagre 117 for four by 
tea. 

The onus at thfs stage ! 
obviously lay on the two 
young English 
aspirants, Graeme Hick 
and Mark Ramprakash, 
for both of whom the 
current season was of so 
much Importance. Hick, 
even though he gave a 
clear indication of his 
shaky stand, by giving 
an early chance, In the 
slips, mustered courage 
to slog along, while 
Ramprakash sought to 






Viv Richards: ^ minute in a England batsmen's 

towords a rain-shortened opening strokeplay, and slowly 

happy ending session after the West wresting the initiative 

* Indies had won the toss back to themselves, 

stonewall the West and sent them in. The biggest 

Indian onslaught. It was only after the tea breakthrough for the 

After the early loss of interval that the West Carlbbeans came when 

Test debutant Hugh Indies pace battery England, on 88, saw the 

Morris for three. returned with renewed fall of Gooch the last 

England briefly vigour, restricting the hope, whose middle 

prospered to score at a runs, crippling the stump was ratUed by 


Marshall. 

The collapse of the 
England Innings, 
perhaps, provided the 
necessary impetus for 
the We.st Indian batting 
to take off on a grand 
scale, as Richie 
Richardson batted with 
lustre, verve scoring a 
superb century. And 
amid the fire and fury, 
the Englishmen fumbled 
as Phil DeFreitas beat 
the bat only twice an 
over, two catches went 
down, unfortunately 
enough off his own 
bowling before finally 


M 

It was a happy 
thing for 
Vivian Richards 
that the West 
Indies achieved 
sndia 
convincing 
victory over 
^gland in their 
rivals* own 
backyard. For, 
Vivimchardsis 
<me man in the 
whole of the 
cricketing world 
witodoesnot 
deserve a 
^rewell in 
disgrace 


Desmond Haynes was 
felled—the only 
significant gain for 
England till then. 

A potential avalanche 
of success seemed to be 
up England’s way soon, 
as Chris Lewis ripped 
through the West Indies 
tall-enders. making the 
visitors lose their last six 
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SCORECARD 

'■J ■'>, ‘ '.'vij' 

; * i‘- .►v ' - T?, 

'•-■’'Secbsdtta^igBi" 'V-' 


{wnardiM ihw b 

Hooper bSUt^i^rth 

Itiduinis 0 Lewie b Pringle 

Logie e Atherton b Lewie 

Otyon tbw b OeProitae 

Marehallnot’out. • 

Ambrose c Hick b Lewm 

Wnlsh c and b Lewis 

Patterson k Lewis 

- N ‘ 82 ■ 

104 

81'-. 

22- , 

HI ■■ 

4>.' ■ ;• 

W , 

'3- 

IbwhOeflr^s ’ J,'; ^ 

'cBM^blM^itas - . , ,,c . ..' i..'., 

c'Hiekkfiilmkaa' ■' ■ -'■'‘’r ■ '<•' -, • 

, .-hotpiti _ ,v., , '' ■'* 

'.notout ', , - 

- ' '< /'f ‘ ’ !/ ^ 

■ '0 
. 56,; 
,■■73.-'.: 

• ' ' . > 

Extra 

; ij-: 



Total 

292 

‘ ''TotaJ'ffor'thfeewldtets) ' >. 


Fall of wicket*. i/S2,2/93.3/148,4/194,8/257, 

6^58,7/266^^67,9/285. 

Bowling; DeFrvitas 25.3-9-40-2; Lewis 36-10.11-6; 
Pringle 23-9-48-1; llUngworth 17-2-75.1; 
Goci^6.].n4);Hick l-l-O'ti. 


fall of wickets; 1/23,’ 1^3, 9/^; ' 

Bowling: DeFreitas 13^.S4;3; Lewis; -, - 
16-7-46-0;Pringle 7.1.314); • 

lUingwerth 4.4-0-23-0. ' ., ; .! 

. <1, 

V ^ , 

ENGLAND (first inrrings) 


■ ' -V i.i*-'':. 

Second Innings: 

- ■ ■ 

Graham Gooch b Marshatl 

Hugh Morris c Dujon b Patterson 

Mtke Atherton Ibw Walsh 

Graeme Hick c Richards b Ambrose 

Allan Lamb Ibw Marshall 

Mark Ramprakash c Logie b Walsh 

Jack Russell c Richardson b Ambrose 

Derek Pringle b Ambrose 

Phillip DeFreitas c Richardson b Marshall 

Chns Lewis Ibw Marshall 

Richard IIHngworth not out 

45 

3 

16 

19 

9 

29 

12 

2 

10 

13 

0 

bPSttenson ■ 

Ibw Patterson . 

C Hooper b Patterson 
bAmorose 

cOukmbWalsh , , , 

c Dujon b Marshall 

cDujonbPatierson • . . 

cLoMbMarshSII . . ' 

bPafterson " ' , 

c eubstitute b Arrfijrose' 
nolout 

40 

1. 

■ :|- 
3- ' 

2S 
: 0 

45 

7 

65 

5 .• 

Extras (b-4, lb-3.,nb-23) 

30 

Extras 

■ ^ 

Total 

186 

TcAal 

255 

Pallet wickets; 1/6.2/53,3/88.4/108.5/129:6/159.7/163,8/163.9/184. 

Bowling: Ambrose 23-6-64.3; Patterson 11 -2.39.1; Walsh 21.6-43.2; 

Marshall 12.4-1-33-4; Hoopar3-2.2-0, 

Fall of wickets: 1/)i,2/4,3ffl, 4/71,5«4. 

6««, 7/127,6/144.8^. 

Bowttig: AmbroSe38-t642>>i2 

Pattereon 31-601 >5; Marsi^i 

19.4.3.53-2: Walsh 7-1-20-1! Simmons 

3O-7-0: Hooper 12.3-26-0. , ' 



wickets for 39. to be 
eventually out for 292. 
with a lead of 104. 

But true to their 
unforgiving Caribbean 
vengeance. West Indies 
cut short the English 
euphoria, putting the 
Englishmen on the rack 
by tea in their second 
innings. There, of 
course, was the 
never-say-die heroes, as 
usual—Graham Gooch 
and Allan Lamb, 
seriously threatening a 
recovery. 

Shortly before tea. 
however, Courtney 
Walsh had Lamb edging 
a catch to wicketkeeper 


Jeff Dujon for 28. and 
England were in deep 
trouble at 74 for four at 
the Interval. 

Then came Patrick 
Patterson with a 
vengeance, triggering off 
the England collapse 
with two wickets in his 
first over Just before 
lunch, dismissing Hugh 
Morris and Mike 
Atherton for one apiece 
in the space of just four 
balls. The cheap 
dismissals one by one 
began to seal England's 
fate. 

And the English 
misery reached a 
pathetic low, when 



Anem'in.' 
worl4 cricket..,: 
iscomingtxia 
close, and it is 
undoubtedly 
good that 
VivRichaidsls 
not going totals 
Ms last bdw as a 


Graeme Hick's sorry 
plight in a hopeful debut 
season came into sharp 
focus. 

The rest is history. Ihe 
quick English 
dismissals almost 
pushed everyone 
towards the foregone 
conclusion of an 
imminent West Indian 
victory. And apart from a 
brief uncertain spell in 
the Caribbean second 
innings, it was a daxzling 
spectacular streak of 
batting brilliance from 
skipper Richards that 
brought about the 
Caribbean triumph. 

ACorrMpondent, 

■inningliain 


19 






THETCCB and the New Zealand Board are 
having difficulty in agreeing the itiner^ tor 
England's pre World Cup visit. Three Tes s 
(Auckland, Wellington and Christclmrch) art 
envisaged. but the number of onc-day 
intemat tonals is still under discussion. The 
TCCB. who are considering an invitation tor 
England to participate in a one-day tournament 
in Shailah in October, are adamant that the 
New 2icaland tour should not start until alter 

Christmas. , 

The MCC cricket cnrnniiltce, which / c( < nliy 
allowed the use of a double-sided bat. has 

outlawed a revolutioimiy bat in which the bliuie 

is extended in front of the handle to protect the 
finaers. The new hat wfi.s designed by Kent 
computer huff John Cook, and a prototype wa.^ 
produced by the John Newbery lactoiy in 

Sussex. . 

HARROGATE’S Yorkshire League match 
against Cleethorpes on June 29 lasted just 40 
minutes after the home side in.sisted on 
on time, despite the fact that only three of the 
visiting Cleethorpes side were present, the 
others having been held up by roadworks on the 
At. Cleethorpes reached 11 for 2 before a fourth 
man arrived, only to be ‘Timed Out’ when he 
went to the wicket carrying his equipment. 

Graham Gooch and Viv Richards: Sharing 

tranaport? _ 






Harrogate captain Austin Jelfs explained that 
league rules permitted no leeway over the 
starting time. 

MARK TAYLOR will lead an Australian XI on 
tour in Zimbabwe from Sept 5-26. His side 
includes two other Test players, batsmen Tom 
Moody and Steve Waugh, and also contains two 
legspinners, Victorians Peter McIntyre and 
Shane Wame. The full team is: M.A. Taylor 
(NSW, capt), M.G. Sevan (NSW), J. Cox (Tas), 
D.J. Hickey (SA), W.J. Holdsworth (NSW), S.G. 
Law (Qld), P.E. McIntyre (Vic), T.M. Moody (WA), 
T.J. Tucker (Tas). S. Warne (Vic). S.R. Waugh 
(NSW). 

SCOTLAND allrounderAndy Goram has been 
told to give up cricket by his new football club 
Rangers, who signed the Si'ot land goalkeeper 
from Hibernian for£l,000,000. Twoyeais ago 
Goram was fined by Hibs after ignoring their 
ban to play against the touring Australians, but 
he says he will not be tempted to defy the 
Rangers edict. He signed olTfor Scotland with an 
innings of 21 and the wickets ofNeilLenham 
and Paul Parker in his last match, the NatWest 
Trophy first-round tie against Sussex. 

FORMER New Zealand Test umpire Fred 
Goodall has married Di Malthus, a lady umpire 
he met at a cricket match 10 years ago (at that 
time she was still playing, and he gave her out). 
WATCHED by some 200 rather b.-mused Kurds, 
teams taken from the English and Australian 
forces in the peacekeeping force in Northern 
Iraq played a cricket match at liaufa on June 15. 
Australia (97 for 9) beat England (63): alter the 
match, all the equipment was given to the Kurds. 
CARl. RACKEMANN has been appointed 
captain of Queensland in succession to Trevor 
Hohns. who has retired for the second time. 
Rackemann. 31. has taken 39 wickets In 12 
Tests for Australia. 

Ashdown Forest-bowled out for O in 1986-and 
Alton 2nd Xl-who suffered a similar fate last 
year-met at Hambledon in a special match 
during June to discover ‘cricket’s worst-ever 
side’. Alton made 97; Ashdown Forest seemed to 
be cruising to victory at 59 for 0 before, perhaps 
predictably, collapsing to 80 all out. 

IT WAS revealed in The Observer that actress 
Dame Peggy Ashcroft, who died in June, once 
kept fellow' performers at the Royal 
Shakespeare Company up to date with the 
latest Test score using a small radio concealed 
Inside the helmet she wore while playing 
Margaret of Anjou. She was also proud of having 
scored 16. batUngwlth Cyril Washbrook before 
being bowled by Len Hutton in a special match 
between the Houses of Lancaster and York in 
1963. 

RIVAL captains Graham Gooch and VIv 
Richards took a helicopter flight to London 
together before the third Test to open the 
Harrod’s summer sale. 

DURHAM’S overseas player next season, when 
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Dean Jones: bound for Durham town 

they become cricket’s 18th first class county, will 
be Ae Australian batsman Dean Jones. The 
30*year*old Victorian has long cherished an 
ambition, to play county cricket and he was 
expected to be a target for Yorkshire if that 
county decided to sign its first overseas import. 
The forceful Jones has scored 3045 runs in 44 
Tests for Australia, and also has made 4576 runs 
in 113 one-day internationals. 

Jones will be joined at Durham by Phil 
Bainbridge, 33, who retired last year after 14 
seasons with Gloucestershire. 

WISOEN CniCKET MONTHLY 
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MARK 

TAYLOR 


The man called ‘Tub’ revels i 


linally n'liiKiuishfs the 
'lest raptaituy atu-r an 
rxiraonlinary reitin 
whieli has touched two 
decades, most aurccthal 
Mark Ant hony Taylor, 
llic Ith crina-horn left 
hander with an insatia- 
hle mn.ippetitewill 
inimedialoly become 
Australian eriekers new 
sujirerno. Taylor's leader¬ 
ship qualities and popu' 
larity are undeniable. 

wiint's more, the man 
called "Tub" revels in a 
ehalleufje. (’aptaiuinf{ 
New South Wales in the 
11189-90 Shield (inal in 
|)lan' of the injured Oeoff 
i.awson. he scored 127 
and 100 to ensure NSW 
its 40th Shield. "He's jnot 
a jtreat erieketinft brain. 

I le knows what is happe 
nin^." says Liwson. 

After Itorder's Austrnli- 

The style, the elegance 
of a man called Mark 





I? 












ansciefealt'd r’akistan in 
FVhruai^. 1990, lonPirni- 
iiiff thc'ir status as th(' 

No. ‘1 ranked Test play¬ 
ing country behind the 
West Indies. Pakistan s 
legendary skipjwr Imran 
Khan paid homage to 
Taylor, wh«» earlier that 
day had iinishrd I lie .ser¬ 
ies with 101 not out: He 
really showed the lenipe- 
rament which is required 
by a top order batsman 
and that is where wi- 
went wrong; our top- 
order did not function." 

In tliat momentous 
1989-90 home summer, 
the thickset opener 
amassed 703 runs, ave¬ 
raging 78.11 to lift his 
overall Test average to 
almost 70. second only to 
the great Don Bradman. 
"It’s awesome." said skip¬ 
per Border. "He’s looking 
tighter and tighter all the 
time and the expectation 
is that he will get a big 
score. If he doesn’t, every¬ 
one is shocked." 

Most of the Australian 
players believe Taylor is 
Ideal captaincy material 
and while he may not get 
an opportunity to lead 
until after the 1993 
Australian tour of 
England-when Border is 
expected to retlre-the 
extra experience at the 
top-level will be invalua¬ 


ble and while he wail s. 
he can concentralc on 
what he does 
best-balling. 

The inosi distinguish¬ 
ed NSW Icfl - hand opener 
since th»- great Arthur 
Morris, I'aylor is ranked 
amoi ig t he top six bat sm- 
ciu iirrently in interna 
tional cricket. 


FASTFACTS 


T aylor leamt the 
basics of batting in 
the concrete garage of 
the family home in 
Wagga. his father throw¬ 
ing cork "compo" balls at 
him for hours on end. 

His subsequent pro¬ 
gress and improvement 
at the Northern Districts 
was immediate, the 
youngster swiftly establi¬ 
shing himself as another 


extremely-gifted child ot 
the NSW bush, joining 
Steve and Mark Waugh 
in the Australian youth 
team against Sri Lcinka 
in 1982 83. 

At 20. Taylor bla/.ed 
his way into l ontention 
for aShelfield Shield berth 


with 185 for Northern 
Districts against Mos- 
nian in Sydney grade 
erteketand 102 for NSW 
seconds against a Victo¬ 
rian Second XI. 

He soon celebrated his 
21st birthday midway 
through his State debut, 
against Tasmania in 
Hobarttn the first match 
of 1975-76 in which he 
made 12 and 56 not out, 
he opened the innings 
with another rookie. 
20-year-old Mark 


Waugh. rhev d bcei 1 1 he , 
only two players to bn ak ! 
into the formidable NSW j 
XI which had won the ' 
Sheffield Shield final six j 
months previously. i 

So determined was : 
Taylor to cement a place j 
for himself in the team 1 
that he defciTcd a survey- ■ 
iiigexam al the IJniversi- i 
iv of NSW to )jlav for Ins I 
State. ■ ! 

In his fourth big i 

maich-and second at | 
the Sydney Cricket I 

Grouml-he made 1 18 i 
against WA. his maiden i 
first-class century. His ! 
two biggest mentors i 
through this stage had i 
been his father and I 
Northern District’s club- i 
mate and ex-NSW bats¬ 
man Neil Marks. 

Marks said: "He show¬ 
ed as a teenager he had 
the right technique and 
temperament. W'e looked 
after him, took him along 
slowly. Every step of the 
way he fulfilled his 
promise." 

"His temperament is 
number one. 1 think 
when it reaches this level 
that cricket is 80 per cent 
temperament and 20 
per cent ability. " 



The most dittinguishetf NSW left 
hand opener since the great 
Arthur Morris, Ta]^or is ranked 
among the top slk hatimen in 
Intemational crickit 
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Taylor had been given 
the Job of opening under 
the pressure of being the 
man for whom the great 
Marsh-Davld Boon part¬ 
nership had been split. 

"EX^erything seemed to 
go right." he said. "1 hit 
the ball well and when 1 
did get a nick, it didn't go 
to hand.” 

He went on to score 
839 runs, the most by an 
Australian opener in a 
Te.si series and within 
range of Sir Donald 
Bradman's national 
record of974 runs in 
1930. 

For the tour he 
amassed 1669 
first -class runs, more 
than any other player for 
the tour. "Once he gets 
his feet moving he's 
great." says I^wson. 
"because he gets so far 
forward and so far back." 


So' dctcrmliicS wat Taylor to 
ccmciif a placo Ibr himoea in tlic 
team tfeat he Scferrcil a Murvey' 
Ing cxani at the nuiverilty of 
K8W to pli^ for hie State 


On his way to 164 in 
only his 10th Test 
match, against Si1 
l^nka in Brisbane in 
i989-90. he became the 
first batsman to score 
1000 Test runs in his 
first calendar year in 
inteniational cricket. 
ilisrea<’lionwas 
typically modest: " It's 
nice to be tfie lirst at 
anything but I'm not 
going to gel loo excited. 
I've played in 10 Tests 


and there have been a lot 
ol very good players in 
previous eras who 
simply didn't play that 
many matches in a year". 

It proved to be his 
luclw day. Not only did 
he ensure a draw^th 
his third Test century 
and first in Australia, 
that night on the 
Brisb:me-to-Sydney leg 
on ttie flight to Hobart 
and the next Test, he 
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drew the lucky number 
with dinner and was 
presented with a special 
Christmas hamper! 


WRAP UP 


T aylor has always 
been an opener, 
since his earliest bush 
cric'ket bat ties—his first 
competitive game was as 
a 10-year-old. 

"I just kept opening 
when I came to Sydney. It 
was not a conscious j 
decision to be an opener 
for the rest of my life. 
That's the way it 
happened. You develop 
your game around Ix'ing 
an opener." 

Renowned tor his 
mental toughness, tie 
scored 441 nins at 49. 1 

including inning's of 76. 
59 and 144 in his final 
three Tests. 

In a lour of ill-feeling 
and acrimony by the 
West Indies against 
Australia last year hts 
four half centuries and .a 
century confirmed Ids 
status as one of the 
world's best openers. He 
furltier underlined his 
position as Auslralia's 
best first slipsman since 
the great Bob Simpson. 
Ills anticipation and 
catching ability from the 
hardest, quickest 
chances being uncanny. 

A capable Australian 
Rules footballer, faylor 
played first-grade in 
Sydney for Pennant Hills 
before concentrating 
solely on his cricket. He 
also represented the 
Combined Universities 
at rugby league. Away 
from the game he likes 
nothing better than 
getting away to Coff s 
Harbour, on the NSW 
Central Coast for fishing, 
swimming and a spot of 
golf. 


Km UMboanw 
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SPOT REPORT 


MYSORE LAMPS WORLD 
PROFESSIONAL BILLIARDS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 







Mike Russell, 

22 years old, and with 
an earring in his ear 
and magic in his hands, 
won his second world 
billiards championship 
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T he earrtngin Mike 
Russell's left earlobe 
glowed brlghily as 
the cameras flashed. 
The crowds roared, 
the champ winked 
back. This was the world billiards 
champion, for the second time and 
he was just a 22-year-old kid. But 
there was no kid stufl in the way he 
played, no youthful swagger in his 
walk. He faced each opponent with 
a confidence bom not out of callow 
brashness but out of the 
knowledge that he was the best 
cueist in to\vn. 

Robbie Foldvari. .31 years old. 
and an uncharacteristically 
phlegmatic Aussie, tried hard to 
break Russell's composure with 
his slow play in the final, but the 
champion was more than a match 
for him. 

Tfie world cfiampiiinship was 
decided with an emphatic 
1.3.'i2 -97.5 victory for the 


Englishman. With this, Mike 
Russell once again engraved his 
name on the trophy he first won in 
Sydney in 1989. And when Russell 
held up the trophy, dreams of 
cricket must have been furthest 
from his mind. 

Russell says that he totjk to 
billiards ten years ago, when his 
cricket match in Middlesborough 
in north -east England fell prey to 


Russell's billiards 
career began ten 
years ago when his 
cricketmatchat 
Middlesborough was 
inter rupted by rain. 

Instead of hanging 
around he walked into 
a local club nearby, 
picked up a cue 
and. . . 


the perennial plague of rain. He 
walked towards the billiards club 
nearby, prefening the red and 
white balls to the monotony of fall 
raindrops. Hesitantly he look tfie 
cue, and awkwardly cued a ball. He 
found that he was “pretty gtjod'' at 
it and his canter towards the world 
chumplon.ship.s had begun. 

Russell was favourite to win the 
Mysore Lamps world professional 
billiards championships held at 
the plush 1 lyatt Regency in the 
heart of the capital. The only other 
person commanding the same 
amount of respect among the 
participant.s was India's Gcct 
Sethi. But while Russell played to 
fonn. and to expectations. Sethi , 
sadly lost in the semis. 

Tlic July .30 final stalled slowly, : 
witfi both the players taking ; 

recourse to safety first tactics. n 
Russell trailed Foldvari for three | 
visits before dismissing any p 

doubling Thomases with a break of I 



21 i This was < nough to give him 
tl« had onewhichhciefusedlo 
sum ndt i m two lumi s and the 
lirst session iTidtd with a 596 474 
l(;4id toi th< voungi i tiieist 

Midwav into tilt two houi 
s( ssioii both the plajtrs indulged 
Ml le It ind mouse stiategy Doth 
tilt wliitt bills Witt on the; bottom 
(iishion Mid the rtdal the oppetsite 
1 11(1 ol till t.ible roui timescach 
itii (()iittiitltrs|ust knocked the 
oiiponent sb ill along the tnshion 
uishingthe othei to take the 
iiiili itive I okhan obliged but 
kiisse 11 (ould not take mue h 
i(K Milage noli lung up )iisl 14 

On lesuiiiiition ol play in the 
SI ( Olid se ssion Russtll lound his 
woi k (lit out by the dogged play ol 
1 okh an who with bleaks ol 194 
101 Mid 47 surged to the lead in 
Ihi thiidhoui But the (hamplon 
unrullledbythisselbaek tame up 
with 1 261 break tobieak 
I oldvari s bai k In i now or never 
situ ition he it soiled to 
doublt blulkingroldvaii and 
soon the Austr.ilian had hisliat k to 
till wall 

I bin In itnuinphanteoupde 
gi III Russtilpulkdollbrtaksof 
HO 210arid89togobeyondthe 
It iiholloldtcm whotnidgedon 
gtime Iv wit h bi eaks ol 143 and an 
nnlinishi d 81 be fore timi ran out 
loi him 

I lit se mis had be e n an easy 
e ntmgh hurdle to eioss for Russell 
I It e rushe el tht man who everyone 
thought would give him 
tioubk Pt ter Gilchrist the 
lunnti up in Sydney Asupeib411 
on his 3/thvisit se alt d the fate for 
Ciikhiist Russe llsearllerbieaks 
ol 259 127 and 192 took the wind 
out ol (ilk hnsts sails Alter the 
111 lilt hat (ilk hii St e ould do was 
toadmiit the e hamplon s table 
work Hid dish out t ntei tainment 
to Iht tlowd with sonietne ksheits 
Ihe tvi ntual points lint read 
1907 1024 

Hit othti semi final match was a 
dlllt re nt allali with the lead 
changing hands many times belore 
, I oklvan pushed aside Geet Sethi s> 
t h.ilk iige by a mere 47 points 

St till started olf wt 11 enough and 
tamed a 524 490 lead In the first 
two hours ol play Breaks of 216 







Robbie Foldvari, 3| 
years ol(i and an j 
uncharacterlstlca 
phlegmatic Aussli 
tried hard to brea 
Russell' s cosqposuJ 




Oeet Sttttil alirugged 
off hla defeat 
phi losc^laical ly # 
and dismieaed 
mmoura that hie new 
spectacles were 
troubling him 
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and 103 and other more handy 
ones helped him to offset the 
Australian's breaks of 102 and 312 

Foldvan shot ahead of Sethi with 
111 on his 35tii visit only to lose it 
on Sethi s 37th foray On the 38th, 
Foldvan with a 62 limped ahead 
and never looked bac k as Geel 
Sethi found hlnisell In dlfllcultu s 
with the Austialian baulking him 
most of the time Sethi went for a 
three lushion canon but missed 
one ol the several misses for big 
bi eaks 1 lis vlctones over Bob 
Close and Norman Dagley had 
almost been Houdini like But 
against Foldvan Geet Sethi was 
not destined to win and gave up at 
946 899 

I he t hampionship ball was set 
lolling literally by BCCI presid* nt 
Madhav Rao S( India in the first 
round Mu hael Fei reira three 
time world champion lost to Hugh 
Nliiimo by almost double the 
points Bob C lose too hit the mat 
against Geet Sethi while Russell 
Noi man Oagley Foldvan Peter 
Gikhnst and bin Wllll.unson made 
mini enu at of their i < spot tiv'i 
opponents whilt Cli\ e Evei ton got 
to till next round when Australia s 
Lddie C hai 11('ll wiI hdi ew 

Tliequartci finals saw 1 oldvan 
nai rowly beat Williamson 860 767 
and Geel Stthi too squeaked 
thiougli witha 1380 1194winovei 
IXigli y Russell and Gill hnst had 
less trouble disposing of their 
opponents Everton and Nimnio by 
1693 723 and 1423 1027 
rcspei lively 

Alter the championships 
Russell the youngest world pro 
billiards champion revealed that 
he would like to diversify into 
snooker If I work It out right I 
should be able to play a lair bit of 
snooker and all the billiards he 
said 

Geet Sethi the other lavourite 
shr ugged oft his disappointing 
performance philosophically 
Tlicre is no exi use really I played 
badly and lost, he told a reporter 
1 le also dismissed the whisper s 
making the rounds that his new 
spei tacles were tioubling him 
Said Sethi “No. the glasses have 
nothing to do with it 1 m quite used 
toll ’ 


Jo«i Rai, N«w Delhi 
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OFA America '91 
was scheduled to 
have become a Chi¬ 
lean celebration. In 
it's 75th anniversa- 

_ry. t he Chileans des 

perately sought their first South 
American Championship title, 
which they had never olficially won 
before. 

Meanwhile ofcourse, the unfa¬ 
vourable impression created by the 
Chilean goalkeeper Roberto Rojas 
(in a World Cup qualifying return 
leg game against Brazil In 1989). 
who play-acted when a firecracker 
was hurled into the goalmouth 
also had to t)e undone. FIFA took 
disciplinai-y action for Rojas' 
tantrums and Chile was sub- 
.sequently banned till the 1994 
World Cup in the United States. 
But ominous things had happened 
prior to the commencement of the 
Cup. 

While Colo Colo brought cheers 
to the nation by becoming the 
champion club of South America 
this year, the semi-final Incident 
involving Boca Juniors of Argenti¬ 
na. brought international jeers.' 

Colo Colo's third goal in the 
semis looked apparently offside. 

Carlos Valderrama: mttsed many 
chances agalnstBrazfl 


COLORSPOHT 




Play was held up for 1 5 minutes as Brazilian Mauro Silva la chasad by jng the inaugural came of Copa 

the pitch witnessed bedlam. Braw- Ecuador's Ivo Ron America'91. 

Is broke out as Chilean fans Jump- others In the fray.Colombia. Chile Encouraged by such backing the 
ed the moat and went for the (having the liest of the chances of Chileans had the measure of the 

unlucky Argentines. Police dogs upsetting the ‘Big-Ones'l and Para- opposition in each of their games, 
took the cue from them, and bit guay were the tough opponents. However, against Argentina, in 
and chewed the_ Boca players. Peru s game is on the decline and spite of the good fight they put up, 

Apud was pushed into the moat, therefore the chances were slim, the Chileans lost to the more orga- 
Goalkeeper Navarro Montoya fist- while Ecuador was the likely one to nised and motivated side, 
ed a constable on duty. Coach cause an upset. Bolivia, of course. At the end of their Group-A, 

VfashingtonXabarez, took and are only good in their high-altitude round robin league fixtures, Chile 

returned an assault by a camera- plateau, which outsiders could manager Arturo Salah was a happy 

man with compliments, hospltalls- Aever confront. And poor Venezue- man. as they finished second to 
Ing the latter! Ultimately, Boca had la. wit h oil riches and American Argentina. But their fans were not 
to pay $60,000 as compensation. influences which made ’beislx)!’ as forgiving. They had expected an 

The Chileans attempted to clean (baseball) their most popular all-win record, 

up this bad image, and Impress the game, (not soccer) were again Salah. with just three foreign- 

CONMEBOL (South American expected to become the whipping based players at his command. 
Football Confederation) and FIFA boys of the meet. was limited to a team basically 

so that the international ban could Against the backdrop of a revolving around the Colo Colo, 

be lifted. And a clean chit for particl- salubrious Mediterranean winter. Cobreloa and Universidad Catolica 

pation in the 1994 extravaganza be Chile kicked off at the Santiago’s clubs. 

given. EstadloNacional with 72.000 Ivan Zamorano of Sevilla (Spain) 

Meanwhile Mr Eric Well, a noted screaming fans repeatedly roaring: at 24. proved his worth as a fast 
revleweroftheSouthAmericansoc- "Dulce Palria. recibe los votos," and incisive striker, when he end- 

cer scene, had Argentina as the hot sometimes punctuated by "Va- ed the championship u ii ii a perso- 

favoufltes, followed Brazil (sur- mos Chi-lc". "Va-mos Chi-le." (Go, nal tally of five goals, second 
prislngly) and Uruguay, the third of Go Chile!) agahist the hapless behind Gabriel Batistuta of Boca 

the ‘Big-Three’. Among the seven Venezuelans, prlveleged to be play- Juniors and Argentina. Hugo 








Ruboi of Saint Gallen (Switzerland) ^ 
in midfield was hacked by the other 
dependable midfielder, daime Vera 
of OKI Greece. 

r*atrii;io Yanez, the 30-year-old 
striker from Colo Colo, who was 
almost siiifile-handedly expected 
It) win (he Cup for Chile, was a con¬ 
stant source of danger to the rival 
defence. 

Colombia was very much in con- 
(eiition for the Cup. They were very 
good in Maly, but lacked good 
finish. Carlos Valderrama. who 
play for Valladolid, was around 
with Bernardo Kedin, who plays for 

Argentine captain Oscar Ruggeri 
and teammate Diego Simeone carry 
the America Cup Trophy. Argentina 
defeated Colombia 2-1 in the finals 


CSKA Sofia in Bulgaria, a place 
where hardly any South American 
player dreams of going. 

Both played brilliantly against 
Brazil. First they won the 
Group B fixture 2-0, and also in 
their defeat in the final round by 
Brazil 0-2, a match in which they 
missed too many chances in the 
second half. 

But Colombia finished fourth In 
spite of 12 foreign-based players 
and eight World Cuppers in the 
squad. No other team had this 
adviintagc, but long winter rains 
affected their slow buildups in 
attack, interspersed by 
short-passing. 

Very few predicted a Brazilian cele¬ 




bration. After all. they have had a 
very disappointing international 
run since the 1990 World Cup. Fal 
cao has unfortunately been a very 
very unluclc/ man. Compelled to 
bring back the foreign-based stars 
(of whom five are now playing in 
Italy)-Taffarel, the goedkeeper, 
Julio Cesar, Mazlnho, Branco and 
Joao Paulo. He also had Neto, a 
midfielder overlooked by Lazaronl 
in Italy, in the Brazilian side. 

When Neto clicked in Chile, the 
rest of the team was galvanised. 
And when he failed, Brazil went 
down. But they earned notoriety in 
Chile ly showing the cynical face o 
Brazilian soccer. Brutality, always 
beneath the surface, msmlfested 
itself openly against Argentina, 
themselves ha^ly saintly either. 

But Brazil have brilliant 










Argentine players leave'the field in 
an embrace after defeating Brazil 
3-2 In Santiago. From left: Diego 
SImeone, Gwriel Batistuta, Leo 
Rodriguez and Fabian Basualdo 

under-20 players,who by 1994, 
could make an Impact on continen¬ 
tal and world soccer. With the Bra¬ 
zilians, one can never tell. Here lies 
their hope. 

Uruguay, was another team in 
the process of rebuilding. They had 
brought only three of their foreign- 
based exiles for the Cup. Venanclo 
Ramos, (v^o was seen in action at 
Calcutta in 1982) is back In the 
side at the age of 32. With almost a 
new side, their 1-1 draw with Brazil 
in Group B was thus impressive. 

Thor had a very experienced 
manager in Luis Cubilla who. as a 


player with Penarol, had earned 
the highest rewards. 

The team was very hurriedly 
assembled for the Copa America. 
Before going to Chile they played 
the USA and lost. Shocked. 
Uruguay recovered to win 2-0 
against Mexico and 1 -0 against 
Costa Rica. 

No one expected an Uruguayan 
triumph, but by the time thqr 
were edged out on goal diffe¬ 
rence by Brazil, they had done 
enough to cause a flutter. 

Venezuela,Paraguay and Peru 
offered little ty way of football. But 
it was Argentina's hour. Thqr had 
triumphed last in 1959. Alfio Basi¬ 
ls gave them (Copa America Cup) 
whatBilardo, Menotti, Cap, Sivorl 
and Juan Carlos Lorenzo, before 
him could not. 


This team could well be world 
class provided they play 
consistent soccer. Cannlggia con¬ 
firmed his rating as a world class 
striker. And now, Gabriel Batistuta 
Leonardo Rodriguez and 
defender Leonardo Astrada (who is 
Basile's find of 1991) might have 
already signed contracts with 
European clubsl 

Sergio Gcycoechea is a vastly- i 

improved goalkeeper as was evi¬ 
dent in Chile. Diego Lattore was too- 
heavily marked, injured, and miss¬ 
ed the deciding final game against 
Colombia. 

One thing.apart from Argentina 
still being unbeaten at the con¬ 
clusion of the championship is. 
that there is no 'Blg-’Ihree' 
anymore. • 

PaHabMuhiiiy 






Time, in more senses than one, ^ 
going to play a crucial role in GM 
V. Anand’s duel with, Anatoly 
Karpov in the Caxididates'Chess 
quarter finals in Brussels. While ^ 
the young Indian maestro will 
seek to keep those flapping wings 
of Time under his command. 


World Champion ina^ have to rue 
the 41 years that Time has so 
ruthlessly taken away from his 
life.. .Devangshu Dutt previews 
the batfle of the giants. 


the vast chess 
establishment of the 
USSR backing him and 
former champion 
Mikhail Botvinnik as a 
coach, Anand had only 
his mother to teach him 
chess. He spent two vital 
years in the Philippines 
where he learnt how the 
game could be studied 
scientifically. 

When his parents 
returned to Madras there 
was a total lack of 
facilities. At theTal 
Chess Club. 30 kids 
would queue up to use 


one chess set and clock. 
It was "wlnner-to-stay" 
five minute blitz games. 
Something that worked 
to his advantage for the 
"lightning kid" proved 
invincible, beating all 
comers. He became 
national champion at 14 
and an IM the same year. 
(Note that Karpov made 
the IM grade at 19). At 17. 
he became the first Asian 
to win the world junior 
title ahead of Ivanchuk. 
Agdestein and others 
who Were highly fancied. 
At 18. Anand became a 
GM. two years ahead of 
Karpov. At 20. he 
qualified for the 
Candidates, the only 
man who has EVBR done 
so unaided by a second. 

Anand won his 
first round Candidates 
match easily enough 
against Alexey Dreev this 
Januaiy. On August 10 
at the SAS Royal Hotel. 
Brussels the 21 -year-old 
Anand has a showdown 
with the 41 ■ year- old 
Karpov in a quarterfinal 
match no one or almost 
no one, expects him to 
win. 

Has the wheel turned 
full circle? Most experts 
say Anand is a fine 
prospect, but he plays 
too fast, too superficially 
to upset the brilliant 
41 -year-old former 
champion. It is only his 


Anaud meets 































second one-to-one 
match and Kmpov is still 
a great player-so what if 
he has lost to Garrl 
Kasparov? Anand is Just 
too Inexperienced to pull 
it off the experts feel. 

One wonders whether 
Karpov remembers 
being the underdog. 17 
years ago against Boris 
Spassi^. Then Karpov 
was hot and hungry, now 
he is cold and 
calculating. Has too 
much time elapsed for 
him to be uneasy—to see 
a reflection of his 
younger self In Anand? 
The parallels are 
uncanny. As the 
unknown preacher I 
quoted, also said 3000 
years ago maybe "there Is 
nothing new under the 
sun." To paraphrase 
him—^there is a time to 
win and time to lose too. 

The ('omparison is, if 
an 3 dJiing in Anand's 
favour. Anand’s 
comparative career 
graph shows l ie has 
exceeded Karpov's 
achievements, usually 
by a couple of years. If 
Karpov played quickly in 
his youth. Anand plays 
twice as fast and just as 
effectively. At 2 l|Karpov 
was being mentioned as 
a possible championship 
prospec^hiand is 
already world Na9. As to 
hunger, well the Indian 



has good table manners 
but he is very 
hungry—you do not 
jump a hundred and flity 
ranking spots inside two 
years if you are not 
ravenous. 

Life does not end at 40 
for a chess player but it 
becomes harder. Chess 
is a sport that demands 
total fltness. As many 
calories are burned by a 
GM sitting down for six 
hours, as a soccer or 
tennis player bums 
jumping around. 


Maintaining fltness is 
even tougher because 
the chess player does it 
sitting down. 

Professor EIo in his 
monumental study of 
the ratings of chess 
players went through the 
career graph of everyone 
who has played 
international 
tournaments since 
18511 He proved 
conclusively that playing 
strength declines after 
the mid-thirties. 

Karpov's recent 


Karpov with 
his wife during 
happier times 
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I results indicate he is no 
I exception t o the rule. He 
1 peaked at 37 when he 
! drew theTitle match in 
j Sevilla (Spain) in 1987. 

! He has played steadily 
I worse in the last two 
years. Three losses In a 
row at Rotterdam ’90. a 
narrow single point 
victory against Artur 
Yusupov in the 
semi-finals of the last 
Candidates cycle. 
Several obvious errors in 
the last Candidates final 
with Jan Timman which 
the "flying Dutchman" 
could not exploit. This 
was not the same 
inhumanly accurate 
player who averaged a 
j loss a year. There were 
niggling little lapses, 
GMs wriggling out of 
inferior positions, even 
turning the tables in 
time trouble. 

Time trouble? From 
Karpov who used to have 
half an hour to spare on 
the clock? Yes! Then 
Kasparov beat him 
comfortably in their '90 
Title match with a cxiuple 
ofgamesinhand. 

The 28-year-old world 
champion sensed the 
turn of the wheel. At his 
post -match conference 
Kasparov stated "The 
Karpov era is over. My 
next challenger (in ’93) 
will possibly be Boris 
Gelfand or maybe 
Vassily Ivanchuk, but 
not Anatoly Karpov. My 
generation is finally 
breaking through." 

Confirming Karpov’s 
decline was his 
Incredible collapse at 
iJinares (Spain) in 
February. Karpov lost 
five games in that meet 
and crashed out of the 
prize list for the first time 
in his international 
career. His ranking has 
slumped from two to 
three. 

One of t hose losses 
came against “El Hindu 
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Gran Maestro" the day 
after their Candidates 
pairing was announced. 
Salim-Javed would 
approve of the timing. 


The Indian star found it 
"Most amusing rather 
cute really to playjust 24 
hours after the draw was 
announced." 

Working alone can 
lead to practical 
problems but it also 
leads to self reliance. 
Anand has no idols and 
he always goes for his 
opponent’s throat. 

He defers to none at 
the board. 

He improvised a 
cheeky line that left 
established theory 
behind on move three, 
'ilie idea was a Joke he 
had tried in blitz games 


against IMs Prasad and 
Murugan, but he knew it 
could work in a serious 
encounter, even with a 
legend. 

Karpov was reduced to 
undignified scrambling 
to make his last 19 
moves in two minutes. 
Anand got the edge and 
never let go forcing a very 
signlfit^ant victory. 
(Featured in this week’s 
column) 

Significant, not only 
because of the 
psychological factors, 
but also the technical 
ones. First he showed his 
creativity in the 




Candidates Finals: 


We asked 
ANAND for 
his comments 
on the other 
matches 


ff can’t see any clean 
favourites. Overall 
■ they should be close. I 
don’t see any of the 
matches turning Into 
a rout. Timman Vs 
Korchnoyand 
Gelfand Vs Short 
feature rivals whose 
Elo ratings differ by 
just around five 
points. There is little 
to choose between 
them on paper. 
Ivanchuk, is, of 
course, over a 1(X) 
points ahead of his 
opponent Yusupov, 
But Yusupov is very 
solid and he just lost 
narrowly to Karpov In 
the lest cycle. 

Timman and 
Korchnoi have been 
playing each other 
since ’79 and Gelfand 
and Short have also 


met each other many 
times. The record is 
fairly balanced. I can’t 
see any 6-0 type 
finishes like Fischer 
Vs Larsen or 
Talmanovln 71. 

VASSILY 

IVANCHUK; Current 
world number two 
with a fantastic recent 
record. The 22"year 
old won the Interzonal 
In '90, then cTushcd 
Yudasln 4 1 /2-1 /2 in 
the Candidates first 
rolind before winning 
Linares '91 ahead of 

Viktor Korehnoy: 
fniMiMwIlftowhi 



Kasparov. Karpov. 
Gelfand, Yusapov. 

Anand and others-'A 
marvellous player to 
watch "Chukliy" is 
equally passionate 
about his poetry 
which he writes . 
sometimes to the 
detriment of his 
chess. He has never 
won anything after 
sustaining an early 
defeat, however; so 
there must be slight 
doubts about his 
temperament. 

ARTURYUSUPOV: 

The 31 -year old "bear" 
is the most solid of*.; 
match players vrtth-a, . 
defence that has beein - ’ 
compared to the 'Ural 
mountains’*, A former > 
'world Junior ,. ;,, 

champion, capKllde^ ', 
finalist in'66 and’ ' 
semifinalist in 80, he 
lostjust by a j ’,. 

game to Ksfpay on^Z:'’ 
latter occasion. 
Describing himsr^as. ' 
"mediocre"Yust^ov ' 

succeeded in beatlr^ 















openings—his ability to 
surprise and improvise. 
Anand is so highly rated 
as an opening theorist 
that both K-s used his 
survey of the Spanish 
Opening during their 
last title match. 

The Indian modestly 
dismisses this by saying 
There was nothing new 
on that disc. 1 had Just 
collected some games 
and given an opinion on 
them". So it was just his 
opinion they were 
interested in with the 
world title at stakel 

Couple his opening 
ideas with those of his 


second CM Mikhail 
Gurevltch who also has a 
terrific reputation as a 
theorist and knows 
Karpov very well. There 
will be some unpleasant 
surprises in store for the 
Russian camp. Anand 
says "No surprises in a 
match, well that would 
really be surprising.” 

Tlie second point is 
that Anand is good 
enough technically to 
handle most positions 
confidently, lie is a 
splendid attacker but 
also good at steady 
positional games. He can 
win given any sort of 


' Anand 

filayat^naifaftt 
aikljiittas. 


edge. He usually finds 
the best ideas in the 
position. 

l>astbutnot least 
Anand is FAST. 


Repetitive though, it 
sounds, this is the 
unique problem that 
faces Karpov. GotKi 
players he has faced 
aplenty and routinely 
ma.stered. He haslost a 
few games but never 
before has he conceded 
to anyone after 
consuming 140 minutes 
to his opponent’s .55 (foi 
46 moves). 

This is the problem he 
must addressi—^the 
factor that will haunt 
him at Brussels. He has 
had months to think 
abdut it but there is no 
easy solution. Karpov in 



his best friend and 
second Sergei 
Dolmatov in the 
Candidates first 
round in January. 

This, despite suffering 
gunshot wounds last 
May and spending 
months in hospital. 

BORIvSGELFAND: 
Nuclear physicist, 
who prefers to play 
chess. The 23'year 
old was world number 
three tlllJuly. Now. 
rated number five. He 
is a veiy hardworking 
GM with a very 
combative attitude. 
Great preparation is 
allied to superb 
.temperament. 

GeUand will need to 
slug It out toe to toe 
with Short, but he 
should hold the edge 
because of superior 
opening strategy. He 
came back against . 
NJkollc to wtn the first < 
round Candidates tie 
In extwrtune despite 
poor form. 


NIGEL SHORT; 
Ex-prodigy, now 26. 
and the f^at white 
hope of English chess. 
Short won his first 
round tie against 
compatriot Jonathan 
Speelman in extra 
time. Nigel has a 
knack of winning 
desperate last round 
matches. He did it 
against Gurevltch in 
the Interzonals.'The 
English world 
number seven will 
rely on GMS Nunn 
and Kavaiek to cover 
up his opening 

BoH9Q«lfand:th« 
haniworking GUM 



weaknesses.' 

JANTIMMAN;The 
"Flying Dutchman" is 
41. but he is the only 
man who can rely on . 
age to pull him 
through. Ihe last 
candidate finalist, 
meets legend Viktor 
, Korchnoy. Tlmman is 
a great theorist with 
fragile nerves. His wife 
Use, a psycho analyst 
is a vital part of his 
team. If her dream 
therapycan stop the • 
blunders under 
pressure that are an 
occasional feature of 
Tlmman’s play, he will 
beat Korchnoy , 

VT^iTOft KORCHNOY; 
Tw 62^year^d[d Swiss 
citizen hasplayed in 
eveiy Candidate t^cle 
since 1061!|. He was 
the fliiahstln’SSahd , 
and '74 andthe- ‘. >; 
challenger In 7B and 
91. His intmse wfil,fo 
winand,verk»noua ^ 
style nearly aamhim 
the world tttle tov78 



, Jan Tlmman; the 
‘flying Dutchman' 

when Karpov only 
beat him 5^6. A deep 
thinker, he has a 
tendency to get Into 
time scrambler that 
'nmmma must exploit.... 
They know each other 
y;ery,weH for Korchnoy 
.was the Dutch , 
champion before he 
migrated to 
Switzerland. In *79 
! . played a IrainJing 
match. .' 
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Also to an ox ten! 
Karpov must play more 
afigresslvely than he 
relishes to finish the 
match inside the normal 
eight games. He may 

T 

IMosptctrbiithe 
plays too fist, 
toiqisctthe 
former 
cfiami^oii^^ 


quite (;onceivably be able 
to manage the normal 
time control, but if it goes 
Into tiebreaker games at 
60 moves In 45 minutes 
Anand would murder 
him. Just recently in 
Municiytnand played a 
stnmg all GM meet 
Including Boris Gclfand 
at an accelerated time 
control. He scored, 14 
points out of 15 games 
(13 wins) a percentage 
Kasparov would be hard 
put to equal. 

To come back to the 
Spassky-Karpov match 
parallel. Spassky In '74 


recent years has 
experienced time 
pressure against GMs 
who use most of their 
allotted 120 minutes for 
40 moves. How will he 
handle Anand who plays 
thrice as quU kly? 

Karptjv played a secret 
training match with GM 
SImen Agdestein 
(Norwityj recently. 
Perhaps that will help. 
But the basic problem is 
that at 41 he must 
somehow t hink faster or 
risk a drop In quality. 
Can the old dog really 
learn this new trick? 


was in the throes of 
divorce. Karpov in '91 is 
apparently experiencing 
severe marital problems. 
Natasha is no longer to 
be seen in the audience, 
giving moral support. If 
Mike Tyson and Martina 
Navratilova could be 
bothered by this sort of 
thing, a chess-player Is 
all the more likely to be. 

GM Dibyendu Barua 
will be in Brussels 
during the match. He 
has an extremely poor 
reputation as an opening 
theorist but he has a 
great deal of ingenuity 
and a superb grasp of 
end game theory. Also, 
oddly enough, for 
entirely different 
reasons, he and 
Gurcviich are both 
experts on Karpov. 

ilarua rt'ally admires 
Karpov who is his 
favourite player. 
Gurevitch detests the 
former world champion 
ai id has worked on 
Kasparov's analytical 
team to ensure that 
Karpov never regained 
the world title. 

Barua hedged his bets 
when asked about 
Anand's prospects "Well 
Karpov is Karpov, but if 
at all he can be beaten 
this is the time. He is in 
poor form, not really 
recovered from Linares 
and the last title match. 
If he had settled down 
and won the quarters 
against someone else. 
Anand would have had 
no chance later In the 
cycle". 

Anand Is cool and 
realistic as ever "Linares 
means nothing really. 
Anyone can win or lose a 
single game to anyone 
else. But Karpov Is not 
the man he used to be 
and I am optimistic. I 
have my chances". 

Yes. indeed! More 
chances than most 
people thinki # 
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...Pieadents Bush andCioitjadiev 
became training partn0rs(? 
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SIR RICHARD fUmSIB 


m mmm mm^ 

TO DEATH S 


O NLY two things 
real^gottol^ 
RIchari 
Hadlee. One 
was Ian Botham, his 
life-long rival and—as he 
saw It—potential 
usvirper. The other was a 
hypodermic needle. A 
physio would not dream 
of suggesting an 
Injection unless It was a 
matter of life or death. It 
would have taken the 
New ZesQand police force 
to hold the patient down. 

Hadlee's aversion had 
something to do with fear 
and soiiKtiiilng to do with 
dlOT^iard for the 
mecluuilcs of medldne. 
He believed that Ms body 
was quite capable of 
looking after Itself, thank 
you very much. So It Is 
almost Inconceivable 
that he should be 
prostrate in intoislve 
care last month 
concealed under a 
Spaghetti Junction of 
wires and tubes. The 
man who bowled 3,460.4 
overs inTest cricket and 
became the world's 
leadtaig wicket-taker liad 
bem to death's door and 
back six months after 
hanging up his tdze Us. 

Sk Riche's 
retirement plans were 
tudaln^ in the most 
awlulushkmat 
Dunedin in February. 
Sport’s newest knight 
hiu) just taken his seat as 
aguestcrideet 
commentator whenMs 
heart thundered into 
overdrive. HiSrjpulae 
soared from Sohteata a 
mliuite to 3Q0 frriK) 


|T» 


AND BACK 


accountable reason. 
Hadlee was out cdd. 
Fortunately, thou{^, 
help was speedily at 
hand and he was on his 
waytohocqdtalln 
minutes. 

To the batsmen he 
haunted and the 
teanmutes he insidred4t 
was a mystery that 
someone so young and fit 
should have heart 
problems. Even more 
bewildering when it 
emerged that Hadlee had 
carried his disaMUty for 
every one of his 39 years. 
He was bom with Wdf 
Parktnson-Whtte 
Syndrome. In oriier 
words his heart-rate 
could leap into the 
stratosphere at arty 
moment "I shuddv 
when I thlrdc of aU the 
times I asked him to bowl 
a OHiple of overs mare," 
said Clive Rice, his 
captain for ao mat^ 
yemattVent Bridge- 
Hadlee hasa 
congenital abnormality 
affiectlng the pathways 
which condu^ the 
heart's electrical 

Sir Btehtrd Hadiss 
ahasss a Joics sfith 
KapROaVitlisinan 
wWi s good otianot of 

IRVpWiBIM nPQIV 



Richard says he used to fee' 
his heart fluttering sometimes 
when he was batting. He f iever 
mentioned it because he 
thought It must be 
adienalin "-MrsHadiee 
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stimulation- It can 
surfoce at any time in a 
sufferer's life or never at 
alL In Hadlee's case 
there had been warning 
bells as long ago as 19^. 
He was convinced he bad 
heart trouble but his 
anxiety coincided with a 
period (ff mental turm<dl 
which possibly 
camoidlaged the 
ttndetfylng truth. The 
first attack came ad a 
fieatlval match Including 
iKke Oatting. The finmer 

tT-mglgriH 

rememheiB what 
happened. 

Tladlee hartUy sburted 
the match when he 
suddenly Sett ill and had 
tabs hel^ drOae 6dd, 
Itwwsvidiy itrange and 
hMMldty could 
ihMhawtan4 tt,* 
InfiKtHa^eewulnii 


lidKihn. httwe^ 
now Inheve dw£ the 
dbwst patns were eveay 
lfi|asrealaathe 
IM^^iKfcstlonshe th^^ 


-f »T^ mT. 


He loves targets and the 
heart problem is the biggest 
one yet It all goes according 
to plan Richard should be 
stronger and fitter than ever. 
He might even make a 
come back 


seemed to have lost the 
will to do anything. 
Ncvmalhr I run a dozen 
laps atthe parithut nowl 

couldn't manage QKM. 
The ttuMt tentlybig thing 
wasidingtobodwith 
severecbest paths 
cettaib^ that 1 wouldnt 
see 

oiedwfihtiie 


ofdeaChi 


A 



hts apparent nervous 
breakdown. He wait on 
to evm greater 
thmgs* inimiringNew 
iSealand to meir first 
victoiy against England 
on English soil; 
single-handedly 
destroying thetr batting 
atChxtsttimunh and 
becoming the oiibr 
crtcketer In modm 
times to achieve die 
douftde of ahmidied 
wtoketsandd^Musand 


'l^iiohiad s«^ be used 
toSBtdhlB heart fluhertog 
somethiieswhen he was 
betting. He never 
menttoaed itbecause he 
thought it must be 
adrencdtn.'' 

Cltveftteerecatts 
several occasions when 
hts colleague was not 
merely tiled but 
Thorougmy wwdied up" 
after an izmini^. 

Hadlee had to be earned 
to the dressing-room and 
revived after <£sering 
Nottlnghamdhbe to a 
cup virtoxy over 
Lancashire. 

Hadke agonised for 
many weeks over the 
questiem of open-heart 
suigeiy Itwaaa 
comi^cated operation in 
whichaby-pa^ 
machine temporarily 
took over the ftinctlons of 
his heart and lungs. A 
tough declBlcui, but one 
which took itself . The 
drugs were so powoftil 
that he could seldom 
ccHoplete a lull di^'s 
work for his eirployers. 
toe Bank ofNew 
Zealand. Neither did toe 
drugs offer him 100% 
Insurance against 
another attack. 

Within two days of the 
operatkm Hadlee was off 
the life sui^ct machine 
andreadi^a 
newspaper Healso 
keeps beride his bed the 
motivaticm card he 
carried around toe wtirid 
in his cricket bag. 

"He loves targets and 
toisis the biggest one 
yet," hts wife says, "ffall 


■■T-:.;.! ,• j rTti 


should be 
stranger and fitter than 
ever. He ndghteven 
malto a cwmebadd" 
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HITTING ACROSS THBUNE 
by VhrRtchanJs (PlibHshed 
by Headline and costa 
£14.m 


imiRE generatkjns will be 
curious to know what kind of 
man was Vivian Richards. 

Earlier books David Foot and 
Trevor McDonald gave many clues, 
but this one. ghosted thou^ It is, 
and challen^igfy titled, comes 
straight and passionate^ from the 
heart and is revealing to a degree. 
His pleasures and angers and 
confessions bum into the pages 
like so maar^ of his searii^ drives 
and hooks, and there are remarks 
here which mark him down as a 
man of broader vision than many 
hitherto have sujqiosed. *I do not 
think that [dayliiig In South Afirica 
automatical^ in^es someone a 
racist.* he writes. By the same 
token: 'It was perfo^y natural for 
me to identify wdth the Black Power 
movement In America and, to a 
certain extent, with the 
Rastafarians.' Preedmn all round. 
Fair enough. 

He writes of his ‘ferocious 
respect'for Ian Botham, and 
admowledges CSrandmsddaar as 
4he ‘most teasing bowler he has 
'Ihe Indian‘terrified* him <m 
thebccaidcm ofhla Test debut. T\»o 
years later Richards damped Ida 
hna^emiiTest cricket. «n 
tmpiesston that was fo dee|>ei} 


with every passing year. The 
1975-76 series In Australia left a 
mark on him. as it did on all West 
Indians. He and his team-mates 
were stunned by verbal abuse. The 
‘furious’ Australian fast bowling 
*vergedonpure 
violence’—'extreme 
savagery’—'sheer hatred'. Qlve 
Uezd’s vision In assembling an 
even more powerful troupe of fast 
bowlers for the prosperous years to 
come is acknowledged with 
earnest gratitude. Richards Is less 
enthusiastic, however, about the 
postponement of his appolntofont 
ascapdaln, when Uoyd atayedon. 
and suspected a Board confHdmxfy. 

He admits to'pretly ramped 
arro^unce as a teena^r, leaving 
tody's speefotore to be deetdved 
by tl^ fkraoua looaeUnfoed strat 


conteinpt; forlhe Brdfohtsblalds. 
the maroQ speofotora who Ifodulto 
m iwdal almae. the hypQcxitoa vlifuo 
vbunted thehewn fast 
deplored West lacfiea. ‘Itadbamla 
rifomort(dmtclzti[eo.’heaagrs. ^ 


pi^fM iR 1P9 inK^OTVPif 
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By David Frith 
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H 0 Of tiis 

'ferdeioufl 
resp^t' for 
Ian Botham mi3d 
achowlodgea 
Chaiidraaekhar 
aa theniost : ^ 
teasing howlef 
he has faced 


Gamer are giaphiGi^ 
demented. aiMtohopoi^ 
another contioven^. he^ve&tdB 
aide of die nqtodotiia Antigua 
PFess-baxaitercattontnl^G.: 
Another is the Rob Paiky ! , 

caught-bdiind dis^te at 
Bridgetoim(‘jM|yd»ice wasnot 
Intended to induce a bad dedston*}. 
the sUHy behig apoili someadiat by 
the assertion, presumably the 
literary collaborator, that Ridiards 
himself, rather than Dujim. took 
the‘catch*. 

It is not all conflict and agitatkm. 
The World Cup winner’s medal In 
1975was. for him. an Ofyn^ilc 
gold- He is too modest to trot again 
thrmii^ £dl his devastating 
knocks: he onoe. Indeed, spoke d 
his bat slightingly as piece of 

wood*. Afl die daukng^atlsUcs 
are laid out at the rear of the book. 

For him it is aU about prfcfe: *I 
sense that wbinitig an ultimate 
contest,* says, ’is more 
Important fora triackperson than 
ai^one else. It feels Hke a 
vfndicatloi>--the sense of pride 
attadied toaudh wins Is 
pbenotnenal.' It is a recurrent 
dieofe.'When you £ue black you 
neverreallyknow what is Inside 
another man's heart*. My dear Vlv,. 
bdfeve it or not but the same is due, 
:when you’re white. 0 

DMUFiWsaatawawMinOiewoii^^ . 
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I WAS bom on March 20. 
1970In Changsha. 
Hunan Province. My 
family moved to 
Hengyang when I was Just 
two years old. I have two 
elder brothers. 

My family was veiy poor when 1 
was young. My father has been 
paralyzed from before my birth. I 
didn't have any pocket money, and 
I could not even afford to buy a 
popslcle. 1 suffered from 
m^utritlon during those years. 
My mother, worried about my 


MY ROAD 


The world gymnastics cheunpion give 


I began to 
make the 
headlines in 
sports pages. I 
was referred to 
as the “new 
star" and “Li 
Ning the 
Second" after I 
won the men’s 
all-around and 
two individual 
titles at the 
1988 Pacific 
Alliance of 
Gymnastic 
Federations 
Championships 


health, contacted several 
spare-time sports schools In an 
effort to have me enrolled. 

Then one evening, two strangers, 
a man and a woman, came to our 
house. After talking to them for a 
while, my mom called me Into the 
sitting room. I was asked to take off 
all my clothes. 1 found myself 
standing against the wall with 
arms hanging down at my sides. 
The strangers examined me, 
feeling joints. They told me to 

meet &em again on the following 
day. 

It was in this manner that 1 
became enrolled In the gymnastics 
class of the Hengyang Spare-Time 
Sports School. The male stranger 
was Zhou Xln. whose name I 
learned later, he became my first 
coach. 

1 began to learn gymnastics 
basics such as stretching knee 
Joints, hanging from bars, doing 
somersaults and so on. Several 
years passed without much 
happenlng.The only thing 1 can 
remember about that time is that I 
took part In a provincial children’s 
competition and came home 
empty-handed. 

I went to that competition as a 
reserve with some other members 
of my class. After one of our team's 
regulars injured himself during the 
competition, our coach asked me 
to replace him in the vaultlfig 
event. 1 used to practise on a 
makeshift vaulting horse, which 
actually was a stool, and had never 
trained on the real thing. It was 
impossible for me at that time to 
vault over a "real horse". I was very 
nervous. But ii^ coach told me not 
to worry. "All you have to do is to 
run up wd touch the h(»rse." he 
said to me. So. I did exacts as he 
said and. to my chagrin. I foiled 
complete^. 

Despite this foilure, 1 was 
recommended to enter the 


Competitive Sports School 
attached to the Beijing Physical 
Culture Institute. 

I later met Gao Jian. the national 
team’s coach, during some of the 
competitions in which 1 took part 
while studying and training In 
Beijing. He seemed very fond of me 
and made great efforts to have me 
transferred from the sports school 
to the national team. He was 
responsible for me the first year 
after I donned the national colours, 
then Huang Yubln took me under 
his wing. 

I have travelled a smooth road 
since 1 Joined the national team, 
and now I am a world champion. 

1 began to make the headlines in 
sports pages. I was referred to as 
the "new star" and "U Ning the 
Second" after I won the men’s 
all-around A-A and two individual 
titles at the 1988 Pacific Alii wee of 
Gymnastics Federations 
Championships held In Shenzhen. 
People view that tournament as the 
beginning of a new page in my 
career. 

But I didn’t see my success the 
same way as others did. I was 
soberly aware that the level at the 
Shenzhen tournament was not 
very high, and that I had been 
fortunate to be the last one to take 
the floor in every 
event, which Is an advantage to a 
gymnast. Therefore, that victory 
wasn’t something I should rea% be 
proud of. . 

I think I was Influenced most by 
the China Cup International. 
Gynmastlfs Tournament held 
later that year. The foreign teams 
that participated were not vfoy 
strong, but the level of the Chinese 
lineup was pretty high. From 
amongst all thejtrq) gymnasts on 
the Chinese national squad. I 
emerged with the rrwn’s A-Asnd 
three other Indivldufd titles. I fdlt 
ecstatic berause my victcales 





TO SUCCESS 


a personal account of himself 




would ensure me a place among 
the top six in our team. Thus, I 
would be able to make the team 
that would represent China at the 
25th World G 3 annastics 
Championships scheduled for the 
following year. 

I went with the team to the 25th 
World Gymnastics 
Championships held in Stuttgart, 
Germany, in October 1989. It was a 
dlfilcult and unforgettable 
tournament. 

TTie retirement of such veterans 
as U Ning and Lou Yun had greatfy 
reduced the strength of our team. 
As a result, there was additional 
pressure on Li Chunyang, Wang 
Chongsheng, Fang Min and me to 
perform well. Things looked even 
worse after Wang Chongsheng was 
sidelined with an injury. 

There were just three of us left. I 
told myself that 1 must try my very 
best regardless of whether I won or 
lost. Our strong will and 
determinaticKi worked in our 
favour. Our novel stunts; Li 
Chanyang's "One and one-half 
forward saltos over the bar" in the 
horizontal bar event. Fang Min's 
"360° fllffis layout" as his Inal run 
in the floor exercise, and my 
"Double Heafy Twirl follow^ 
one and one-half front saltos to an 
armhang" on the parallel bars and 
"Mount with back spring' on the 
vaulting horse-a movement 1 
adopted from the women's vaulting 
horse event, all surprised the 
Judges and spectators alike. 

In the end, our team finished 
third in the men’s division and 
thus extricated ourselves from the 
mfre of devastating defeat at the 
Seoul Olympics in 1988. Iwalked 
away wi& a gold and three bronze 
med^s. 

\ As a gymnast, I sometimes fall 
from the apparatus during 
competitions. I will never forget the 
slip 1 made at the 1989ChinaCup. 









\ 


I was to blame at that time, for I 
dldbn’t take it seriously 

The incident ocxmrred in 
Beijing*s Capital Stadium while 1 
was casually doing giant swings on 
the horizontal bar. Then, 1 
suddenfy fell down amidst 
sporadic applause The spectators, 
whose hands firoze in the midst of 
clapping, were stunned by my slip 
"How is it that a world champlcm 
could fall down so easily?" they 
probabty asked themselves ljust 
stcwd on the mat confused I could 
sense vdiat the spectators must 
have been thinking and was very 
embarrassed by n^ own 
carelessness. 

That experience taught me a 
goodlesson As a rule. 1 now go all 
out and do my best in every 
competition 1 enter. 

1 didn't feel nervous when 1 
participated in the World 
Championships and World Cup 
competitions for the first time 
because 1 was relative^ unknown 
and nobcxly expected much finom 
me. In subi^uent competitions, 
however, 1 felt the pressure that is 
associated with bdng a world title 
holder. 1 was very nervous before 
the BeijUlJ^jfMlad. yet I managed to 


LI JIng (extreme right) with 
Soviets Igor Korobchiiraki (left) 
and Valentin Moguilin 
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keep my form and retain the A-A 
title. 

Durlngmy 14yearsln 
gymnastics. 1 have been Influenced 
most my coaches. Six of them 

have come and gone out of my life, 
with each one bringing me one step 
further on my road fium a 
six-year-old kid to a world 
champion. But n^ present coach, 
Huang Yubtn, has played the most 
important role in my success. 1 
respect him very much. 

Fame has come with the success 
of my career 1 was selected into the 
Best Ten Athletes of China and the 
Top Ten Athletes of Asia in 1989. 
Celebrations and scxrial functlcms 
are ofimr held in honour of my 
success. Being a celebrity, 
however, is quite troublesome. For 
Instance, rtty presence was 
required at several scxdal functions 
that were held in several places on 
ntyway hcnne recently. 1 eventually 
grew tiled of the sameness of the 
speecdies and questtons, whlc^h 
invariably boiled downtovriietherl 
hadagir&iendornot. orwhatklnd 


COLOHSPOHT 

of a girlfriend 1 Wished to find. As 1 
am still young. 1 haven't had much 
time to consider it and even if 1 had. 
1 wouldn't talk about It in public 1 
found that 1 often had to make 
casual remarks to suit the 
situation. For example, if 1 was in a 
hospital, 1 would answer that 1 
liked medical workers, whereas if 1 
was in a cxiUege, 1 would say that I 
respected teachers. 

At the age of 20,1 think there is 
still a long road ahead of me. 'There 
area lot of things 1 would like to do. 

I don’t think Iwould like working in 
gymnastics for the rest of irty life. 
So. I need to study and learn more. 

1 am very interest^ in writing, 
especially writing novels. 1 have 
wrlttm a few stories but they are 
not good enou^ to be published.T 
might not be gcx)d enough to 
become a writer. 

With the Barcelona Olympics 
Icximing ahead and this year's 
World Championships clrawing 
near. I am now pretty buty with ray 
training and preparations. 1 feel 
that 1 the potential and 

strength to win a title at these 
tournaments. What I am really 
striving for is the A-A title- the 
pearl cm the gymnastics laurd. • 










AU IN THE GAME 


w^Jareyou 
‘ "V W foUowtog 
yourpt^t^cs) were 
htddliig talks in 
London, the G6 (back 
. to ^Mrtj Were hol<&tg 
' equally urgent talk^ 

. thOetar.TheG6(M‘ , 
•theC^lf “2 

Six—iBahi^ain, 
jKuwalt, Oman, Qatar, 
Savufi Arabia the 
UAE—have 
poBj^poned next year's 
Gulf Cup. this 
prestigious Arab 
footballingoontest. 


There Is just one 
rcaattb: Saddam 
Hu^inl 

Tbe Iraqi leader pinched the tro;^y duringhis 
mnty'e occupation of Kuwaitittw cup holders). 
The tropt^ on the other hand is not the rmly 
•piece of silverware looted from Kuwait 



Will Saddam rfitiun it? 


‘“"I, ; , 

-thatSnr&Uuh tsfnt^t' ; 

/ ..""" ' onkeeplng. Pwsa«uii« ,, 

' ffirifst«nnniAliie£^ 

__appMedad-uapdi. 

- throui^thapRipa'' 

- dlptomapc . :: . 

cJwnnel»---^iQnyn^^ 
Snud8of^hk>td.'i^ 
football badicB'^-ao . 
that the touihaja^^'j;^^; 
^ ahead. The' 

\ tminaamoit, .. 

I however, has lost 

I spectatorvahiewhh' 

r fkmirltieslraq 

-r—-—^— puUingout 

(obviously) and so / 
have the Saudis, 
protewHt^mat,^’ 

,1^,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,^^ Kbmaid'smiasji^.'v 

evoked memdriis of 
an unsavoury Incident in Saudi-Kuwalt 
relations. The tournament will begin .the . > 
organisers promised, as soon as theae'‘routtn<f . 
problems are over. 


F antastic facts) Paul Gascoigne himelf , 
turned out for the Vlctwria President’s XV 
against the English ru^by team during 
the latter^s less than triumphant tour of 
Australia and Fiji. 

This Gazza is aged around 33. a Maori and he 
plays for the I^an Club Moorabin. He certain^’' 
doesnT behave like his namesake though. 



A rugby joke 


Another bit of ndws: therefo 'a sdburhfri 
Mefoounie caUedTottenhiun. Tifodffozza. 
doeisnT: live there, but doeslt mah^ , ^ , , 


GONEarethe . 
dayswhoi 
gymnasts 
used to flauiU: their 
‘ dkiUsand...th(dr 
, buttocks in skimpy 
.costumes. Times mb 
^ iiard. tame recehthr 
/ (foriclndedWntid 
Student Games at 
. ShelBeld. the judges 
. . came down harshly 
' on female gymnasts 
wearing ddmpy 
■. costumesand 
' mowtagfontnui^ 
Judges■ 
eimxbed aft^ndes 


were docked 0.2 
pointsbadi during 
the roop and hoop 


routfots bOtamong 


name^ Jaik. ^ 


OopsUp! 



eCNew2baIfo»lfoUi^. 
’■nactationfo^^Md"'] 

•' problem..Jfom.., '■' 

- dtamedtaiger' '''.V' 
leotards and gluedit 
to her thi^s to stop ft 
from riding up durfoig 
hereJKrcise. 

,,'T)ltaaifopse£.ua,wea'./ 
that Raewjri always 
cotopetes in theaamo 
leotards and'liaa 
niieiwrbeendeduCtod 
.pnitdsbdixe,''aaid‘ ^ 

. hereoach Patrla - ‘ - 
Hume. "Kfostofthe. 
leotards eue Japanese ' 
.tarttaegtds faaw' 
dtSerentbocfy shapes.. 
and aomegynmaats 
don^havebaukakietS;' 

' thatallpout;''ahe 
' iwBlied. 


















SPORTING CALENDAR EOF 







SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 




— --T—n 

' 

' 

^1 


' 


V , • 






A Pre-Olympic Football., 
*TGroup-B, India vs Oman 
(Hyderabad): Soandinavien 

Masters Gol(.(Slockholm); Bn- 
,tlsH Chess chps. (London): San 
Oie^ Open Women’s Tennis 
ftnal: $n Lanka vs Derbyshire 
(Oeiby): Wt vs. Essex (Ctv^ms- 
lorct); f1th Pan -American 
Games (Havana): British Motor 
Cycling Grand PriK. all classes 
(Donmgton Park) 


£• ATP Men’s Tennis chps. 

. 3(Ctncinnati);. Canadian 
Open Women's Tennis (Toron¬ 
to), Pre-Olympic Football, 
Gtoup-B, Lebanon vs Syria 
(Hyderabad); British Chess 
ch^. (London); Wl vs Essex 
(Chelmstoid) 11th Pan toien- 
can Games (Havana). 


C ATP Men's Tennis chps. 
O(Cificlnnati); Canadian 

Open Women’s Tennis (Toron¬ 
to), Pre-Olympic Football. 
Grota3-B, Kuwait vs Oman 
(Hyderabad): British Chess 
chps (London); Sri Lanka vs 
Glouc. (Bristol), 11th Pan Ameri¬ 
can Games (Havana) 


*y ATP Men's Tennis chps, 

/ (Cincinnati): Canadian 
Open Women’s Tennis (Toron¬ 
to); Pre-Olympic Football, 
Qraup-B, India vs Lebanon 
Hyderabad); 11th Pan Amdn- 
can Games (Havana); Sri 
Lanka ve Glouc. (Bristol), 
Grand Prfx. Athletics (Zurich): 
Federation Cup T T. (Kerala). 






-- 

•f ATP Men’s Tennis chps. 

X X final (Cincmnati): Canadi¬ 
an Open Women's Tennis final 
(Toronto); Pre-Olympic Fort- 
ball. Group-8. Lebanon' -vs 
Kuwait (HyderabacD; Wl vs 
Eng. §th Test (Oval): Sri Lanka 
vs Somerset (Taunton); Itih 
Pan American Gamee (Hava¬ 
na): Hungarian Motor 

Racing Grand Prix (Budapetst); 
Federation CupT.T. (Kerala). 


Wl vs Eng, 5th Test 

X ito{Ovat); Srt Lanka vs 
Somerset (Taunton); 11th Pan 
Amencan Games (Havana): 
Pre-Olympic Football. Qroup- 
B. Syria vs Oman (Hyderabad); 

L® Men's Hardcouri Tennis 
dips (Indianapolis). 


A "3 Pre-Olympic Football, 

X Ooroup-B. India vs Kuwait 
(Hyderabad): World Track Cycl¬ 
ing chps. (Stuttgari); 11th Pan 
American Games (Havana); 

US Men’s Hard Court Tennis 
chps (Indianapolis). New Zea¬ 
land Open Squash (Auckland); 
Junior National Aquatics 
(Gwalior) 


•4 A World Tradt Cycling 
XOchps. (StuHgafl): llfh,* 
Pan American Games 0Hava- 
na); US Men's Hard Court Ten¬ 
nis chps. (indiaimpolis); .Sri 
Lanka vs England/A', one- 
dayer (Old Traftord); New-Zea- 
land Open Squash (Auckland); 

Jr Natl. Aquatics (Gwalior); ITC 
sponsored Masters Pro-Am 
Snooker (Bangalore}. 






H Q World Track Cyciirig 
XOchps. (Stuttgart); Italian 
Motor Cycling Grand. Prix. all 
classes (Misano); US Men’s 
Hard Court Tennis chps. finals 
(Indianapolis): Sri Lanka vs Sus¬ 
sex (Hove): Maeters Pro Am 
Snooker (Bangalore); New Zea- 
. land Open Squash (Auckland): . 
11th Pan American Games 
(Havana): Lloyd's Bank Chess 
chps. (London). 


A Q Pro-Am Snooker 

X ^(Bangalore); Singapore 
Open Squash: Lloyds Bank 
. Chess (London); Sri Lanka vs 
Sussex (Hove); 1st YMCA All- 
tndia Aoustic Chps. (Delhi). 


Western India T.T 
<fa\/(Goa): Pro-Am Snooker 
(Bangalore): Lloyd’s Bank 
Chess (London); Singapore 
Open Squash’,World Time Trial 
Cydmg Chps. (Stuttgart); Ist 
YMCA Ail-India Aquatic chps. 
(Delhi). 

_ 


“1 Western India T.T. 
^ X(Goa); North Zone (NZ) 
U-21 National Football Chps. 
(Delhi); Pro-Am Snooker 
(Bangalore), 1st YMCA All- 
India Aquabc chps. (Delhi); 
Singapore Open Squash; Jr. 
State Badminton efips, boys 
and girts Under-16 (Vipywada). 

■■■■■■■■■■■■ 





World Athletics (Tokyo); 
dSOwastem India , T.T. 
{(3oa):.lilZ. U-21 tWiH. Pootbau 
clips. (Delhi); Sil Lanka'« 

1st Teat (Lord’s): Ut^s Bank 
.Chess (London); Belgian Motor 
'Bacip^OrandPiw(Sipa):; ■ ' 


"7 m Athletics (Tokyo); 

' AWSri Lanka vs Eng, Ist 
Test (Loid's); NZ, U-2i Natl, 
Football chps. (Delhi); Lloyd’s 
Bank Chess (London); US 
Open Tennis (Flushing 
Meaddws, New York), Olympic 
Qualifying Football. East Asia, 

. Qroup-E China vs Maldives. 

North Korea vs Nepal (Bei)lng). 
i . 


ry World Athietiostrekyo); 
xSv / Sn Lanka vs Eng. lat 
Test (Lord’s) -NZ. U*81 Natl. 
Football chps, (Delhi); US Open 
Tennis (New York). 

- 


■y Q World AWetk* (Te^yd) 
fcOrept day; US T|^ 

nig (New York). NZ U-2t NMI. 
Football chps. (Delhi)! Olympie. 
Qualifying .Football,- Eaet A^,- 
Group-E, North Korea vs Singa¬ 
pore and Nepal va Maldives 
(Baling). China Opart. TT. 
(Beijing). 


' /• , ® 




. , ■ ■■■ 
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kUGUST ’91 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


4 aut^AMnBe^ Hookey 

1 (tpo^^ fiKllas ve 

Olouos, BrI UihHa v» (Suanior- 
.gen, So«|(Kknaviiin Mstiere 
> Goit Qifiisft Chese 

(fipe fLondorlL awt 

Open Women's Tsnrte Ovw 

t 


Suiian Aatist IkMh HookfV 
dwCywh) SoanrtntMsn 

Mesiera Qolt (Sioekhbtm), M- 
Mh Cheei chpa (London)] Sn 
Lanka va Oerbyshka (OwiV), 

Wt w NdttsfQlouM. San Ongo 
Open Women's Tenms 


.. ' .... ' ■ - 

y SMtanAdSnShMiHoda^ 
^^pelD; , Sosndmavian 
miim Oos (dtockholm). Sn 
vs Derbyshire (Derby) 
Brinh Chess dips (London) 
Son l^egoCipen wpmen s Ten¬ 
nis, Morns CwtoOrhndPnxAth- 
fekct ^toitte Cairo) Wf vs 
Essex (Chelmsford), tfth Pwi 
Amerfoan Games (Havana^ 





Q ATP Men's Tennis chps 
O(Clnclnnatl), Csnadlan 

Open Wwnen's Tennis (Tororv 
lo) Pre-Olympic PootbeN, 
Qroup'B, Syria vs Kuwait 
(Hyderabad) 1 tth Pan Ameri¬ 
can Gomes (Havana) Bntish 
Chess chps (London), WI vs 
England 5th Test (Oval). Sri 
LankavsQlouos (Bnstol) Euro- 
1 pean Jr Athletics dips (Thas- 
salonlKa Greece) Federation 
CupTT (Kerala) 


Q ATP Mens Tenms dips 
(Cincinnati) Canadian 

0pm Woman's Tennis (Toron¬ 
to) Pro-Otympic FoottwiI 
Oroup-a, Oman vs Lebanon 
(Hyderabad), llth Pan Ametf- 
can Games (Havana) British 
Chess chps (London) Wl vs 
Eng 5th Tsst (Oval) European, 

Jr Athletics chps (Thessalo- 
nika Greece) Federattoi Cup 

TT (Kerala) 


• /I ATP Men's Tennischps 
XUfdindnnali), Canadian 
Open Women's Tenms (Toron¬ 
to) Pre-Olympio Football 
Graup-B tndla vs Syria (Hyde¬ 
rabad) 11th Pan American 
Games (Havana) British 
Chess dips (London) Wl vs 
Eng. 5th Tset (Oval). European 

Jr Athletic dipa (Thessalo- 
mka Greece) Sn Lanka vs 
Somerset (Taunton), Federa¬ 
tion CupTT (KeraN) 



^bhhhhhhh^hh 

■■■■■■■■■■■ 

World Track Cycling 
chps (Stuttgart) 11th 
Pan Amarican Games (Hava¬ 
na), US Men s Hard Court Ten¬ 
nis chps (Indianapolis). Sn 
Lanka vs Englami 'A' one- 
dayer (Old TYaRorcf) New Zea¬ 
land Open Squaah (Auckland), 

Jr )i|atl Aquatics (Gwalior) 
Masters Pn>-Affl Snooker 
(Bangalore) 


< £? World Track Cychng 
XD dips (Stuttgart) 11th 
Pan Anwncan Games (Hava¬ 
na) Jr Natl A^atics 
(Gwalior), US Men's Hard Court 
Tennis chps (Indianapolis) 
New Zealand Open Squash 
(Auckland) Masters Pro-Am 
Snooker (Bangalore) 


■d 7 world Track Cycling 

X / dips (Stuttgart) Jr Nan 
Aquatics (GwaHor) llth Pan 
Amarwan Gamas (Havana) 
Madsrs Pm Am Snooker 
(Banga^) US Mena Hard 
Court Tennis dips (IndlanapO' 
iis), New Zealand Open Squ^ 
(Auckland) Srt Lanka vs Sus¬ 
sex (Hove). Lloyd's Bank 
Chess dips (London) 





WeMem India TT 
^dM(Qoa). NZ U-Z1 NaU 
Football (Delhi), ist 

VMCA ANnclia Aquatic chps 
(Delhi}, Sn Lanka vs Eng, ist 
Test (Lord's), Lloyd's Bank 
Cheea (London), Jr State Bad¬ 
minton chps (Vyaywada) 

t 

y 

1 

‘yy Western indie TT 
4E*a(Qoa) NZ. U-ai Natl 
Football ohpe (Oekn). 1st 
YNKM AM'Indla Aquatic dtps 
(Delhi) Sri Lanka vs Eng, 1st 
Test (Lord's)} Lloyd's Bank 
Chess (London). Jr State bad¬ 
minton chps (Viiaywads) 


y A Wortd Athletics Chps 
M^TCfokyo) Western India 
TT(Goa) NZ.U-21NBH Foot¬ 
ball dips (Dethi), Sn Lanka vs 
Eng lot Ted (Lord's) Uoyd's 
Bank Chess (London). Jr Stats 
Badminton dips finals 
(Viiaywada) 





.... 

vywtifl Aihietica (Tokyo), 
Opan Tanms (New 
York). NZ, Ut£ 1 Nett Football 
chpa China Open TT 

(Beymg) 


y World Aihlstlcs {Tol^), 
OUUS open TenrW (Now 
York), NZ, LKBI Natt RBotbpH 
chps final (Osihi). Chtna Opw 
tT (BeuktO)! 


9 <4 Work) AthMips (Tokyo), 
O Xus Open Tenms (NSw 
York) 


* . 


- 1 ---. ... 








I I I.I A ISI(>\ 


•Live telecast of ail matches of 
Pre-Olympic, Group-B Football 
tournament, August 4 to 13 


RADIO 


•Running commentary in both Hindi 
and English of India s matches in 
Pre-Olympic Football tournament on 
August 4 7 10 and 13 from 5pm 
onwards 

•Running commentary in Hindi and 
English of the semi finals and final of the 
North Zone Under-21 National Football 
championships at Delhi 
•Daily sports roundup in Hindi 
(Monday Wednesday Friday and 
Sunday) and English (Tuesday 
Thursday and Saturday) for 15 minutes 
from 7 45 pm to 8 00 pm on national 
channel of AIR 1 6 metres 1566 KHZ 
and 246 9 metres and 1215 KHZ 


COMPILED BY NOVY KAPADIA 











































IflFITNESSlfi 



QUESTION HME 


O MCE more we 

take some time 
off to answer 
queries coming 
in from readers. You 
guys bave been 
writing in so 
regularly that 
keeping up Is getting 
to be a serious 
challenge Hey, but 
don't bother 
stopping. We love 
getting mall from 
you: just be a little 
pat lent when It comes 
to getting them 
answered, that'sail. 

The first letter 
we' re dealing with 
this week is from 
Deb3yoti Chanda of 
Dlbrugarb A serious 
fitness buff, he's 
Into karate In a big 
way too. And wants to 
know if there' s any way 
he can reduce the fat 
content in his body 
Something that' s 
quite a common 
problem since 
Dibyendu Datta has 
also written in from 
Purl about It 
Sure thing, 

Oebjyoti. Judging 
from your diet (as 
detailed by you), 
you' re not doing too 
much to help your body 
shed fat. You should 
consider adding some 
fruit to your diet, 
auid a little less red 
meat. And while 
you' re about it, 
don' t get too hassled 
about the exact 
number of calories 
you're consuming. If 
you stick to the 
simple rule of 
burning off more than 
you put in, you'll 


find your body fat 
disappearing. 

Here's another 
person with a body f at 
problem, and he'a 
Sabyasachi Kar of 
Sambalpur Still in 
his teens, Sabyasachi 
does bis shar.e of 
working out every 
day, but confesses a 
weakness for oily 
foods. Combine an 
asthma problem with 
that, and you've got 
some heavyduty body 
sculpting to do. 



Hell, Sabyasachi, 
what we told Debjyotl 
earlier should also 
apply to you. You can 
eat all the oily food 
you want, but i f you 
work out hard enough 
and burn off more 
calories than what 
you put Into your 
body, you'll look 
trim. So if you feel 
you aren' t exactly 
overdoing the eat ing 
bit, maybe you aren' t 
working out bard 








enough Whatever the 
reason, you' ve got to 
reorganise your 
physical regimen from 
now on. Cut down on the 
calorie intake hey, 
only for a little 
while- and step up the 
cardiovascular 
exeition. That way 
you'll start dipping 
into the body' s f at 
reserves to keep 
going. And once 
you' ve burnt off 
enough fat, you can 
ease off on the diet 
control. 

i:,etter No. 3 1a from 
Kaushlk Ra^ of Bihar 
and he' s a 
17 -year-old who' s 
keen on increasing 
the size of his chest. 
Since you' re not into 
weight training, 
we'll give you some 
freehand chest 
exercises to start 
off with, Kaushik. 

Try doing pushups 
with your palms 
placed very close 
together on the 



floor That will work 
your chest muscles 
and make them grow 
Then try doing 
pullups (froman 
overhead bar) while 
gripping the bar with 
your palms close 
together again. And 
while you' re about 
It, how about 
checking out if 
you' re standing 
right’ Suck that 
stomach in, push the 
chest out and strut. 
Tour physique will 
immediately look a 
whole lot better. 

Now for A j it f rom 
Delhi—and his 
queries. Already into 
fitness in a fair 
measure, he' s keen on 
widening his lats, 
shaping his glutes 
and bul Iding hi B 
hams. For those 
uninitlates of 
bodybuilding, that 
means his upper back, 
his hips azui 
buttocks, and his 
muscles on the back of 


Pulidowns on the fixed 
weight machine are great 
for the tats 


the thighs. 

Since you' ve asked 
for e} ercises with 
free weights. A] it, 
here goes For the 
lats, apart from 
bank-over rows (which 
you already do) the 
range of exercises 
are pretty limited 
when it comes to a 
barbell but if you can 
get access to a weight 
machine, try the 
overhead pull station 
to get even wider 
lats. For glutes, 
there' s nothing like 
correct ly per formed 
squats. Put the 
barbell across your 
shoulders and slowly 
band your knees till 
your thighs are 
parallel to the floor 
and return to the 
upright position. And 
for the hamstrings, 


'■-'jjl***"' - 


try strapping some 
weights onto your 
feet or ankle, lie 
flat on your stomach 
and slowly curl your 
legs up—one at a 
time—^till the sole of 
the foot is facing the 
ceiling. Then lower 
It back to the floor. 

Try these out, A j it, 
and get back to us on 
the progress you' ve 
made. Then we' 11 give 
you some more. 

Soc'mon, allyou 
guys and girls out 
there, let's give our 
body the care it 
deserves. Not only 
will you feel better, 
you'll perform much 
better at your chosen 
sport and career. Of 
course, if you look 
batter too, who's 
complaining’ 


PssderB are welcome to send 
In their fitness-retated quenes 
to the Fitness Column All 
problems wilt be answered to 
the best of our abilities 

























BRITISH OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 


AUSSIE 

HURRAH! 



T hey gathered in 
sharp evening 
sunlight around 
Royal Birkdale's 
carbuncle of a 
clubhouse to 

welcome Ian Baker-Finch, the 
Australian with the smile and 
surname of a country curate. 

Peachester, a scrubland 
settlement 60 miles from Brisbane 
that is little more than a petrol 
pump, a post office and a piggery, 
had produced a British Open 
champion. 

Baker-Finch, who as a boy 
cleared manure and bare bush to 
help his father create a golf course 
they christened Beerwah, was 
suitably moved. He fought an 
honorable draw with the tears 
welling in his eyes and spoke to the 
crowds about what he had 
achieved. 

“The Open Championship is the 
most special event in my life." he 
said when he had taken possession 
of the famous old claretjug. "Just 
to play in it is great. To do well in it 
is fantastic. To win it is a dream. 

"I am in dreamland. I am sure 
eveiy winner of a major 
championship thinks it is going to 
be the first of many. But now I've 
got my hands on this Jug, I don’t 
care about anjdhing else." 

It was the moment the 
self-confessed “kid with stars in 
his eyes", who wanted to cry with 
shame when he collapsed under 
the strain of leading the 1984 
Op>en. proved to himself and the 


watching world that he had grown 
up. 

"This was the one." he said when 
he had begun to relax, removing 
the wire-rimmed glasses he uses to 
detect the subtleties of greens 
trapped in shadow. "The big one.” 

"V^y am 1 crying? I knew what I 
had to do and I did it. I guess I have 
proved myself a champion. I've had 
a lot of chances but not made the 
most of them. That gave me 
strength and makes this even more 
special.” 

The task facing him and the 
collection of unlikely names 
clustered together on the overnight 
leaderboard like a gang of cheel^ 
school-children had been outlined 
by Severiano Ballesteros 24 hours 
earlier. 

"They are afraid of the trophy 
more than me.” the Spaniard had 
said, relishing the advantage he 
supposed his experience would 
provide. It was not a boast but a 
pointed reminder of the gulf that 
exists between winners and major 
champions. 

“I know I need to be tougher," 
Baker-Finch had reasoned, having 
taken the precaution of not reading 
newspapers which carried 
Ballesteros's Insidious 
propaganda. "It Is something 1 am 
workl^ on but you can’t Just go 
out there on the last day and 
suddenly be a different person." 

Simll^ly, the roar which greeted 
Ballesteros on the first tee, which 
grew in strength like an Atlantic 
roller, died with his opening drive. 


That shot finished closer to the 
motorhomes on the edge of the 
course than to the galleries he had 
expected to provide an emotional 
backcloth to his fourth Open 
Championship. 

The much-anticipated charge 
never materialised and, when his 
putt for a birdie expired on the lip of 
the fifth hole, he stroked his chin 
and looked longingly at agreenside 
scoreboard charting Baker-Finch’s 
seizure of the moment. 

The Australian sensed the 
wisdom of having taken refuge in 
domesticity on that Saturday 
night. A home-cooked meal and a 
rented film from the video shop 
beside the local fish and chip 
emporium prepared him for eight 
hours’ solid sleep. 

He spent the last morning 
playing in the garden with 
daughter Hayl^, who had earlier 
endeared herself to a nationwide 
television audience by licking a 
BBC microphone she had 
evidently mistaken for an exotic Ice 
cream. 

Two separate 90-minute 
sessions with an American sports 
psychologist were the foundation 
of his mental approach, which, 
inevitably, centred on a 
reappraisal of his Open 
disappointments in 1984 and 
1989. 

‘Tou start feeling a lot of 
emotions out there,” Baker-Finch 
rationalised. "But Just because 
you fall, it doesn’t make you a 
failure.” 






MICIMEL CALVIN 
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Ian Baker-Finch calabratea with hla 
wife Jennie and their daughter 
Hayleyi2, after winning the 120th 
Open at the Royal BIrkdale 

He certainly didn’t appear to be 
weighed down by inadequacy, real 
or imagined. Striding down the 
fairways, clad in shocking pink, he 
listened intently to Pete Bender, 
the caddie he describes as “the 
best in the world”. 

Bender, who had carried Greg 
Norman's bag when he won at 
Tumbeny in 1986, spoke quietly, 
but urgently. "Take your time,” he 
ordered. “Swing good and slow.” 


The Australian, serenity 
personified, obeyed to the letter. He 
refused to sdlow himself to be 
rufRed by the locust whirr of the 
motordriven cameras that 
recorded the greatest four hours of 
his life. 

When he and playtng partner 
Mark O'Meara were held up by the 
constricted nature of 
championship play, he simply sat 
on his golf bag, like an 
unconcerned amateur in the 
monthly medal. 

When the time came, his status 
as the US Tour's most accurate 
driver—^he hits 78 per cent of 
fairways—^was fully Justified. 

The more Immediate statistics 
he was producing were the stuif of 
fantasy. Out in 29 strokes, he haf 1 
to “keep pinching myself to prove it 
was all happening." Crucially, he 
responded when reality gave him a 
backhanded swipe by leaving his 
drive at the 10th in a bunker. 

Norman made his customary 
last round advance but remained a 
peripheral figure on an afternoon 
when Australian players fed on a 
collective ambition, first fuelled by 
Peter Thom.son. The system, which 
also produced Mike Harwood. 

■Wajme Grady and Craig Pariy', was 
excelling. 

“We have a lot to thank Greg for," 
Baker-Finch suggested. “We were 
all from simple beginnings. We 
played wherever we could, 
whenever we could. We started 
with nothing and wc made it. 

"It's a nice feeling. When you see 
one person do well, you think ‘if he 
can do it, so can 1'. You feed off each 

> other’s success." 

3. Grady was waiting by the last 
green with a chilled bottle of 
champagne. But first his 
compatriot had to endure the 
bitter-sweet ordeal of fighting his 
way through a throng t.hat could 
not be controlled by whlte-shirted 
legions of policenjen. 

He was hit on the head, back and 
shoulders and complained. "I 
didn’t have time to smell the roses, 
you know? That's the one bad thing 
about today.” That blemish will 
subside into the pool of 
self-satisfaction he will never quite 
empty. The boys at Beerwah had 
better get the beers in. 

CourtMy The DaUy Tatagraptl 
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I AN BAKER-FINCH, who 
had twice cauf^it a whiff of 
what it might be like to 
win the Open 

Championship, taste d all Its 
fruits at Royal Birkdale when he 
made no mistake to beat his 
felluw-Australian. Mike 
Harwood, by two strokes. 

Baker Finch. 30. is the fourth 
Au.stralian to take golfs oldest 
and most treasured pri^e and 
he did so on the same course 
where the best ol them all. Peter 
Thomson, took his ITltth and last 
title in 1965. 

Thomson's prize money was 
then £1.500whereas 
Baker-Finch, whose height and 
striking good kxiks might 
almost be worth an audition for 
some Hollywood movie, collects 
£90,000. It IS not the money, 
though, that Baker-Finch’ will 
hold dear but the famous claret 
Jug 

As one of the game’s true 
gentlemen, Baker-Finch’s 
victory will tie as widely 
welcomed as it was also in the 
end thoroughly deserved For in 
this final niund he did 
something that no other 
champion has ever done and 
that was to go out in 29 
Indeed, he had a chance at 
the end to equal the 65s with 
which Tom Watson won at 
Tumberry and Severiano 
Ballesteros at Royal Lytham two 
years ago 

It was not. however, to be lor 
Baker-Finch made one of only 
two poor swings oil the 18th tee. 
It left him in the long rough on 
the left, he (ould not get home In 
two and after that he could not 
get down in two more either. It 
wasjust a touch antl-cllmatlc 
Even so the Australian, who 
In last year's Masters took to 
weanng glasses on the golf 
course, expressed himself as 
feeling “on top of the world. This 
Is a dream." he said 
Once a regular on the 
European Tour, he has since 
turned to the United States 
where In 1990 he won the 
Colonial, Tltils yeai he has twice 
been second, in the Heritage and 


New G^ng^nd <!;iiassic. where he 
lost in a play-off. 

"I found it hard to visualise 
winning out there." he said, 

"but that made me try all the 
harder, especially after that 
great start. 1 knew I would be 
Idlled tf I lost after that.’ 

InihescivenOpen 
Championi^ps to have been 
held at Royal EUrkdale there has 
still to be a European winner 

Two Americans, Fred 
Cout^es, who had a wonderful 
last coUnd of 64. and Mark 
O’Meara (69) tied for third 
place while only Eamonn 
Darcy, of Ireland, who was 
equal fifth, and Ballesteros 
managed to finish in the top 10. 

Before hand.Ballesteros, two 
strokes, behind, had tempted 
fate by sugge^ng that he 
thou^t those ahead of him 
lacked the necessary 
experience. He was wrong. 

While Ballesteros was again 
revealing a recent last-round 
fallablUty with two bogeys In his 
first three holes. Baker-Finch 
was drawing on the experience 
he had gained gt St Andrews In 
1984 and again last year. 

Again he was in the last pair 
and the 79 he took when playing 
with Tom Watson seven years 
ago, as Ballesteros took the 
tlUe, left a pain that was to be 
with him for years. 

Twejve months ago he was 
also at Nick Faldo's side in the 
last pair and while his chances 
of winning were remote since he 
was five behmd. he learned from 
watching how Faldo focused 
himself totally on the task he 
had to do. 

That is iM'eciscly what 
Baker-Finch did and even when 
he made five birdies in his first 
seven holes, he noticed that 
Couples was also on a charge 
and feared that, with two par 
fives to come, the American 
might have a 62 or even a 61, 

It never happened, for 
Couples dried up over th(^ last 
six hol«B and if aiqrthlng It was 
the persistent Harwood, who 
with a 67, kept Baker-Pinch on 
his toes. 
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Baker-Finch’s first mistake 
was at the 10th where he dtove 
rather loosely into a bunktr on 
the right but there was not 
another until the last and that 
spoke volumes for someone 
who many once ftdt setdoin 
‘punched his weight*. 

Once Baker-Finch Was 
considered a short hitter for his 
atze. By turning to David 
Liea^better and ffum Mitdbd 
Speumnan. afi that has tfiange^ 
as have his golf clubs with metal 
woods and gri^lftto shafts. There 
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ia no lack of length now. 

It was fortunate for him that 
he WEIS partnered by his good 
friend and Florida neighbour. 
O'Meara, for theU* rhythm’s are, 
BakeT-Flnch thinks, much the 
same. Something of one 
therefoe helped to rub off on the 
other. 

If Saturday had been the 
easiest day of the three, the 
previous day was even better, i 
thewlnd now nothing more 
than a gentle breesw as 43,049 
pairs of feet tookevery vantage 
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point they couid. 

It brought the attendance for 
the week to 189.435. more than 
48.000 than had been here In 
19^ but nearly 20.OOO short of 
the record set at St Andrews 12 
months ago. The home of golf, 
however, is always regarded as 
the venue that “sets the pace”. 

Immediate^ it was evident of 
how easily the course was now 
playing, whtde dusters of 
players coming In with scores in 
Ok shdles indudlng a 67 from 


the man who won here In 1971, 
LeeTrevlnd. 

ForaJ^^e patchwmkiookof 
the greens and the dark things 
that have been Said about the 
unpredictability of the putting. 
surfaces, putts were now j^ing 
in. 

Nevertheless, the greens have 
not looked good and not for the 
first time one wonders whether 
the Royal & Andent, afraid of 
what they call “losing the 
greens” in hot sun and a dry 
wind, do not leave the mowers 
too high for too long. 

Still, there were no 
con^laints from Jodie Mudd, 
whose 63 equalled the 
championship record as well as 
setting a one for Royal Birkdale. 
Having finished fifth at Royal 
Troon in 1989 and fourth last 
year, he is beginning to think 
that a seaside link suits him. 

Considering they were among 
the first three with the 
bookmakers, it was rrot only a 
disappointing champlonshft} 
for Ballesteros but also for Nick 
Faldo and Ian Woosnara, who 
tied one another on 281, one 
over par 

Faldo flickered back to the 
sort of life he had shown in the 
first day with another 68 but in 
between he was a much sorrier 
figure, in the midst of a spell 
when putting becomes another 
and totally ii^uriating game, 

Woosnam was slightly 
steadier but without inspiration 
and one wonders how Wise it 
was of him to commute by his 
private plane from his Oswestry 
home. It may soimd al very nice 
but for six or seven days it must 
sUll get a little tiresome. 

One British player, though, 
was certainly over the moon and 
that was Jim Payne, the British 
Youths champion, who took the 
silver medal as leading amateur, 
with a final round of 70. four 
stFc4ces ahead of the American 
Phil Mickeison. 

He also played with! arid beat. 
Jack Nicklaus and that has to 
be the day of his life. Just as it 
was, too, for Ian Baker-Finch. 
MieiwsiimiHwM 






QUESTIONS 


1 . Who once when 
asked how 
good Stefil Graf was. 
remarked, "'fhere 
are a hundred like 
her back in the 
Slates." 

2 . Which tennis 
star took out a 
£6.5 million 
insurance policy 
against being 
kidnapped? 

3 . Wliai is the full 
name of StelTi 
Graf? 

4 . What is a ‘shut 
out' in tennis? 

5 . Who is the 
oldest living 
Wimbledon singles 
champion? 

6 . What is the 
name of Mats 
Wilander's rock 
group'? 

7 . Which 
i Japanese 
sporting goods 
manufacturer 
sponsors Ivan 
Lendl’s clothing? 

8 .Who did 
Leander Paes 


' ■•k 


ANSWERS 


1. Traq^ Austin 

2. Boris packer 

3. Stelanie Maria Graf 

4. To win a match without dropping a single game 

5. JeanBorotra 

6. Wilander 

7. Mizono 

8. Marcus Ondruska 

9. Skiing 

10. Car racing 

11. Boris Becker 

12. Winning a set with the opponent not being able to 
win a sln^ point 

13. Citly'Ausem in 1931 

14. Fire Ice and Dynamite 

15. John McEnroe 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN 
COMPILED BY: 

ABHISHEK MALOO AND ATUL 
KUNDRA, 

4, WEST RANGE, 

FLAT NO. 16, 

CALCUTTA-700 017 


AH answers sent in by the contributor 


deleat to win the 
Wimbledon J unior 
.singles title? 

9 . Chris Evert’s 
husband Andy 
Mills is also a 
sportsman. Whirh 
sport ? 

■| A What is 
X VA • Rene 
Lacoste’s favourite 
sport? 

•1 *1 Who said 
X X • this; "If 
(Yannick) 

Noah were white 
and had short hair, 
he would be world 
No. 50." 

“4 What is a 

Xtee ‘Golden 
Set’ in tennis? 

X "3 Who was 
X 3 • the first 
German woman to 
win the Wimbledon 
tide? 

*1 A Name the 
X‘Te movie in 
which StefR Graf 
acted and injured 
herself during the 
shooting’ 

C* Who said 
XO* that the 
ATP had created the 
Code of Conduct for 
him? 




FOCUS 


THlE FIVE STAR PHYSICAL PROGRAMME 


CULTURE 

VULTURE 


P ARENTS who have children 
studying in schools in Bihar's 
‘Steel City' of Jamshedpur 
nowadays face a unique 
problem. Suddenly it seems the kids have 
fallen in love with the idea of going to 
.school. 

There is no longer have a Ibrlom 
expression on their faces but they are 
bubbling with enthusiasm when they trot 
in to school. 

So what's special about these schools'? 
Simple. Most of the educational 
institutions in Jamshedpur have adopted 
a physical education/fitness programme 


run on the lines of the 5 Star Programme of 
t he British Amateur Athletics Association 
that began in Britain in the '50's. A 
programme that has created a physical 
culture in European cemntries and has 
provided many a champion. 

In European countries children's 
progress in sport is monitored from the 
age of 7. In our country 'talent' is 
discovered at the earliest at the age of 15. 
Motor coordination in children reaches its 
zenith by the age of9. After this age very 
little can be done to improve the moulded 
body or the anaerobic capacity of a child. 

Bringing this programme to India and 


Now being 


implemented i 


Jamshedpur, 


the programme 


aims at 


developing a 


new sporting 


culture in Indi 


















The person who brought the 
programme to Indie; V.S. 
Ramabhedren (left) receiving some 
documents from one of the coaches 
of the British Athletics Association 


thin muclifvin^it to suit Indi in< InirlK ii is 
b( HIM Iru d out in Jdnisht dpur I lit 
thildrtn in Ihtii f{aints t las a s no lon);« i 
1 un aiounrI aimlessly kickin /4 a b ill 01 
(ati 1 iini>on( anotlui Iluy u( tauKlil the 
lundanunt ilsol lilutssinasystf mtitit 
m intu I 

In till initial stai>( s (wIk n Hit v <ii< 
ibouKi d^(ais()I(i)lli(\ait t.iu)*h 1 lli< 
liasK s oI at mbit s and tnnaslit s lot 
wbitb tin stlioolsdonot h.ive toimtst 
nnu b Atoiiplt olmatlussts sonit non 
bars and you ait set 11 is indt ed a rneling 
sttnt tostt th( tiUhiisnslit kidsjto 
thrtni||th lit at! 1 oils hand stands 
somt isaulls bat k flips anti hoist 
taullirif* Hit t hildreiif'ivt italUhey \ef»t)t 

In tht second staftt (Ihisbt ^insin tht 
tttus)thi stuck iits are mack totoiiipelo 
against tat holhii 111 disc iplimslike 
t lit uil haiTiin^ t loss t ountrviunning 
decathlon hi^lijumps lomtjumpselc It 
Isat Ihisslafjt th.il the studt nlsaic 
marked off 111 the ') Starralinj^s Allti each 
activity the studentsaie ratt d act tirdinjr 


to the irpt ifoiuiaili t s Ihisbittdsa 
hcalthv stiist oliompt titlonamoiifttht 
sludtnts btcaust eachtint waiitslo 
outshine the other 1 his also brii i}* s ot it 
the bist in diet hildie 11 Attoidinj* lotht 
ratings if 1 c hild wins the IStai then lit 
has potential to bt c omt in intcmalional 
ithktt 

Aftei lonipktini'the “iStai piojciammt 
the stuck nts and tht teac hers have an 
uk a about the spoit the boy/girl should 
compete 111 ind should then bt given 
sjjcc lalistcl tiaining under experienced 
c oac he s 

Ills here that the pi ogi amine 1 uns into 
diffie ultit s 1 ill this stage tht sc hools c an 
fund the itudcnls but talk about 
specialisation and the whole piogiamme 
1 uns into I ough waters And it is here that 
t he V anoiis spoi ts bodies c an do t heir part 
TTie progi amme started in India thanks 
(oa fonnei iiilt i national athlete V S 
Ramabhadian the national high jump 
c hampion from 76 to 79 
While jMcpannglorthe lokyo Asian 




dames he was seriously injured and it was 
then that he eanie out with this 
programme. His dream is to rultivnte a 
physical culture in India where sp«)rls and 
(James are not looked down upon but is 
considered an iritegral part of life. A llrm 
believer that India can also produce world 
champions ifgiven the proper guidarn e he 
has started in a small way in Jamshedpur, 
where he is employed with Tata Steel. 
Initially people were sceptical about it but 
the programme soon gained popularity 
and now almost all the schools and some 
of the clubs follow the programme. With 
active help coming from Tata Sleet in the 
form of equipment and funds, it Is a hit 
among the town dwellers. It has been 
ippreciated so much that word soon got 
around and the Sports Authority of lndi.ji 
asked him to prepare a comprehensive 
plan for the talent that is being trtilned 
there. Even Frank Dick the director of 
coaches of the Amateur Athletic 
Association of Britain was mighty 
impressed with the implementation of the 


programme and hasgiveri Ramabhadran 
the right to condui t thcEiritisfi 
programme in India. 

Apart from Jam.shedpur this .scheme 
has only been tried out in the Vaikorn 
district of Kerala from where 
Ramabhadran hails. His dream is to 
spread this culture all over the country 
and if the respon.se in Jamshedpur is any 
standard to go by. it will surely c atch on. 

Mr F.K. Harienee who is the director of 
the Tat a Football \cademy while 
commenting on the standard of soiH-er in 
the country and why India does not have a 
standard in international sport said that it 
was a reflection of Indian society where 
little or no iinportani'c is given to physical 
culture. Which is pri^cisely what the live 
star programme aims to cure. If this 
programme takes off then before long we 
could well be. if not on one way to sporting 
success, then surely heading towards a 
healthier society. 


K.O. Jacobi Jamahadpur 










Interesting snippets from the world media that we normally don’t get to hear about. 


REBEL WITH A CAUSE 


P OLITICS and 
spnrt is a lethal 
cocktail and our 
rjclghbours 
across the border, in 
l^aki.stan. seem to be 
finding the heady brew 
quite intoxicating. 

1 'obe precise 
22 -year-okt world 
squash cliampion, 
JansherKhan, has 


is a thorny game, but the 
dividends are as good as 
winning world ac-clalrn in 
squash". 

His decision shocked 
th(‘ sjjorts world. "It’s too 
early for Jansher" stated 
one local newspajxT 
while another noted that 
most sporlsmenjoined 
polities after they retired 
from the sport. But 
whatever they say. 
squash is still his first 
love. 


SPORTING 



Jansher Khan is drunk 
with political power 


broken all nonns by 
Joining the I'akistan 
Muslim U-ague, the 
country’s oldest political 
party, 'fhe world No. I in 
his first press conferetu'e 
called for the Punjab 
government to build 
world-class squasii 
courts in 1-ahore and 
other cities. 

Jansher told reporters 
that his priority wjis to 
serve the people. Tht 
Chief Minister of Punjab 
province. Ghulam Hyder 
Wyne, in turn told the 
world No. 1 that "politics 


deal with the Catalan 
city's heavy traf f ic) 
are not scheduled to 
be finished until 
just before the Games 
begin. Yet somehow, 
local officials are 
managing to put on a 
brave face. 

The chief organiser 
said, " I would rather 
have problems now and 


improve the situation 
rather than have it 
during the Games”. 

If this is bad news, 
then there' s worse 
news for any sea-sick 
tourists. Since there 
is a shortage of liv¬ 
ing space, only rooms 
available are on 
ships specially requ- 
sitioned for that pur- 


It looks like the rebel of 
squash has finally found 
a cause, so what if it is 
political. 

ROAD RACE 

W ITH barely a year 
to go before the 
1992 Barcelona Olym¬ 
pics, there is much 
consternation in 
Spain over the lack of 
preparation. Stadia 
are Incoilipleta, the 
lack of progress on 
public works in Barce' 
Iona is causing con¬ 
cern, and two vital 
roads (beingbuilt to 










pose who will be sta¬ 
tioned at the city's ‘ 
harbour. 

Still keen to go for 
the Olympics? 


CARECA MISSING IN 


W HERE is Careca? 

The Napoli 
colleague of Diego 
Maradona has gone 
missing in Brazil and his 
club wants to find him. 
The striker from Sao 
l^aulo has scored an 
amazing 57 goals in the 
Italian league since he 
joined Napoli in 1987 but 
he had not I umed up for 
pre-sca.son training with 
the team and fiad not 
communicated with 
(hem. 

Reports in Italy say 
that he has gone 
under-ground because 
he cannot consider 
playing lor Napoli 
without Maradona. 


Mansell hopes to repeat 
his performance in South 
Africa 


Other reports say that 
he is simply fed up with 
soccer in Naples. Careca 
was supposed to have 
turned up for ti aining 
camp in the mountains 
of Northern Italy, and 
now laces a severe line 
and even a ban. 


THE MASCOT WARS 


N O SELF respecting 
sports event is now 
staged without a masco- 
t—usually a cute creatu¬ 
re that can be converted 
to a cuddly toy. 

But beneath the soft 
image is a hard headed 
business sense- -the 
mascot earns its keep in 
reproduction fees on eve¬ 
rything from sweet wrap¬ 
pers to soft drink cans. 

And at the top of the 
mascot crop is Cobi of the 
Barcelona Olympics. 8 o 
keen are the organisers 
to make f'obi everj one’s 
favourite that they luive 
pictures of him perform¬ 
ing every conceivable 
sport -even behind the 
scene activities like 


BRITISH 
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press reporting. The orga¬ 
nisers obviously have 
realised that since they 
are slipping up, they 
might as well gel into the 
good hooks of the press 
because according to one 
organiser , "The press 
has got to be kept happy 
because their articles 
form the opinion of the 
people." 

Someone has got their 
priorities right! 


MANSELL GOING TO SOUTH 
AFRICA 


T he story goes like 
this. Nigel Mansell 
ha.s ills bags already 
piackcd to go to South 
Alrica cvi'n though his 
(ri[) might not malerialse 
till next year. But why 
South Africa you might 
ask. The reason is that 
he was tiie last Formula 
One driver to win the 
Grand Prix at 
Johannesbui^. 

In fact motor racing 


Wanted Careca, dead or 
alive! 

was the la.si sport in 
operation in South Africa 
beloic the boycott and. if 
Bcrnnic Ecclestone, 
head ol the Ffirmula One 
CXinstructors" 
Association, has his way. 
it will be the first sport to 
return in 1992.'Hie 
South African Grand 
Prix was dropped from 
the cfiampionship 
calendar in '86 but 
OtTicials of the Kyalami 
t'ircuit were at 
Silverslone to discuss 
the issue. 

Ecclestone added.that 
if approved for 1992. it 
would be added It) the 
calendar, perhaps as like 
second or four! h race 
"either before or after 
liraztl." Now you know 
why Mari.seirs bags are 

packed.because he 

thinks it's a gotxi omen 
winning the Silverslone 
Grand Prix in front of the 
.South African ofllciuls. • 








B enjamin 

FRANKLIN 
once referred to 
a phenomenon 
he called’whirlwinds in 
his bowels. ' And no one 
who eats and breathes is 
immune froni this 
phenomenon. Women 
despite polite 
proteslation-s pass gas 
just as men do. Only in 
the first few years of a 
relationship will they 
give you excuses like ‘I'll 
check on the dinner’ oi 
'I'll just be a minute'. It 
has been estimatcscl that 
on an average people 
pass gas approximately 
14 times a day. This 
amounts to about a litre 
of gas being let off into 
the atmosphere by each 
person a day. 

Despite the fact that 
we expel gas from both 
ends of our digestive 
tracts, not many of us 
understand its causes 
and therefore can do 




of gases like nitrogen. ‘ 
hydrogen, oxygen.,, ■ 
carbon-di-oxlde a&td tj^' 
amounts of methane. ^. 
Flatus-as this 
called—is actually not lj»e 
reason for the distin^ve 
and noxious odour of the 
gases passed, In fact the 
.smell is the result of 
certain sulphar 
substances in the.flatus. 

The question that 
comes up at this point is 
where do all these gases 
come irom? 

Obviously a good deal 
of these gases are the 
result of the digestive 
processes. From 
experience it is a 
common observaUoh 
that beans in the diet 
make us generate more 
t han the usual amount 
of intestinal gas. And 
what is even more 
surprising is the fact that 
a good deal of these gases 
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precious little to stop the 
act. And hence we are,at 
times, put into very 
embarrassing positions 
when all the eyes In the 
room are on us and the 
people around have a 
knowli^ smile on their 
faces. 

The.se whirlwinds in 
the bowels are composed 


are the result of 
swallowing air. Every 
time we iake a mouthful 
of food or gulp down 
some liquid we are 
taking in gases as well. 
And some people take In 
more air than others; 
The reason as to why 
some people have a 
reputation of passing 
gas .too often. 

We Ihtdians are used to 
hmdngspicy food and 
these foodstuffs have a 









lot to do with producing 
gasM. Spices put the 
intestines into 
overdrive and as a result 
there are alot of gases 
that are produced, that 
have to be let out from 
the system Let's take a 
look at some of the worse 
offenders in flatulence: 

Fruits: Apples, 
bansmas. citrus fruits, 
grapes, and pears are 
among some of the fruits 
that can cause gases 

Vegetables ^ans 
(there's no doubt about 
that), cucumbers and 
pickles, garlic, onions, 
potatoes, tomatoes and 
cabbage are the better 
known of the gas 
producing vcf^es Now 
it is not necessary that 
the moment you see 
these foods on your plate 
you get paranoid It 
depends on how your 
stomach takes on these 
foods 

Grains and grain 
products. Bread, ric e 
and wheat are the 
primary culprits in the 
formation of gases 

Caurbonated 

beverages. Beer —' 



These drinks bring 
tiny bubbles Into the 
digestive system, from 
where they have to take 
the back door out 

Another reason for the 
creation of gases could 
be lactose intolerance, 
that Is the body's 
incapability to digest 
milk or products made 
from milk 

But let s say that you 
are an average guy who 
breaks wind about a 
dozen times a day You 
are not experiencing any 
severe bloaUng or 
siomarh pains 






when you have more of 
these foods then dietary 
changes are in order. 
And If you find that 
lactose (milk) products 
do not agree with you 
then leave these out from 
your diet Some 
researchers of the topic 
have even suggested 
jogging or walking to get 
the gases flowing in the 
n^t direction. And 
eating slowly, also plays 
a good role m cutting 
down on breaking_^ 


1 


I 


and soft 

drinks are the primary 
sources of gases. As It is 
we take in gases when we 
eat or drink anything but 
imagine the havoc 
created when you put 
into your system, dnnks 
that have a high content 
of air (fizz) in the drinks 


you arc not thai 
concerned about your 
health but you Just want 
to stop cutting the 
cheese a bit too often. 
What do you do about It? 

The first thing to do is 
examine your diet. If 
you are heavily into 
spices and a couple of 
bWrs a day and the 
Qatulence rates increase 


wind 

And avoid guzzling 
down chilled beer 
especially straight from 
the bottle Even tf you arc 
into soli drinks pour the 
contents Into a i^ass and 
let some of the fizz 
escape That way, at 
least you put in a little 
less gas into the system. 

And remember While 
there's definite^ a place 
andaUmefor 
eveiythtog. there's 
nothing wrong with 
passing gases. Even nice 
girls do Itl • 















KARATE 






Get one person 
to climb onto 
your back leg 


Stand in 
kokutsu 




Vtf 








ONTINUING 
with the advanced 
stance strengthening 
techniques, this week we 
are dealing with 
kokutsn-diu'hi. Go into 
the stance first, making 
sure you are very secure 
and firmly balanced. 

Then, ask on(‘ {MMson to 
climb onto the front leg. 
Once you have been able 

fn thiif 


comfortably, get him to 
climb onto the back leg 
while you remain in the 
stance. 

Once again, remember 
not to tiy this if you are 
not perfect with the 
stance, otherwise you 
could end up injuring 
your tendons and 
ligaments. 
BySMvaliOanguly 
Kyokuahlnkalkan karat* 

oiartTeviDADije duai i a 


-Vi, 
* , 
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Get one person 
to climb onto 
your front leg 













imnuiRfia 



Not 

Aesthetic 

T he tennis ol today Ims 
been labelled ‘power 
tennis." Gone are (he days 
of aesthetic and artlstu- 
tennis. Wimbledon 1991 was a 
classic example of the same. It 
could actually be called a slinging 
match with j)owcrlul graphite 
rackets. And power tennis is 
certainly not a spectators' delight 
anymore. There is no innovation, 
no skills, no subtlety with the 
racket that are tested. The 
powerful player wins: reminds one 
i ofthe laws of (he jungle. It is very 
rare to come across a Nastase. 
Connors, llorg. G(Tulaitisor 
McEnro<' on the courts. Tiie.se 
players were a treat to watch. 

In their places are the Hei kers, 
Edbergs and (he Stiches. They play 
but do not entertain. Tlie lust for 
money anti the excess ol 
tournaments are certainly taking 
their toll on the consistency of the 
players. The players ol (his era of 
tennis certainly cannot last as long 
as say a Connors nr a Nawatilova. 
They eomt' and t hey go but very 
seldom leave a lasting impression 
on the minds of the spectators. 

1 low one wishes for the time 
when tennis was an artistic game 
that enthralled the spectators and 
left tfiem wanting more. 
D.JMOHIA 
Bombay 

Congratulations _ 

C ONGl^ATS to stein Graf for win- 
nii ig her third Wimbledon 
crown, proving (hut she still has a 
lot of lire in her and I hat .she is still 
far from finished. The fans of Ste-fil 
and the tennis fraternity had taken 
it for granted that she did not have 
the mettle to succeed. But with this 
win she has shown that she. has 
put the worst behind her and is 
worthy of the mantle ofthe queen. 
We hope that in the forthc'oming 
U.S. Open she c-an give us more of 
the Stelfi magic that we have miss¬ 
ed for quite some time now. 
PRABM.GUHA. 

Dlbnigarh. 


Steffi Graf; 

Good times are here again 


Sensational 


T he Wimbledon Special Issues 
of Sfjortsworld were really of a 
high (luality. In fact, right from the 
curtain raiser to the final issue of 
Wimbledon, t hey were all eollee- 
ters iierns. All the issues had the 
unmistakable touch of Rohit BriJ- 
nalh and as usual he did a worider- 
lul Job. What differentiates 
Sportswarld from the otfier magazi¬ 
nes is that it gives us insights into 
the game' aiul does not eoin entrate 
on individual matches. 

Do keep up the gootl job. 

C.R. NAGENDRA. 

BangaJorc. 


C*mon Andre! _ 

B efore the FrencTi Openjim 
Courier and Mir hacl Stich 
were virtually unheard,of players. 
But after winning the French Open 
and Wimbledon they have become 
hou-schold names. Only Antlre 
Agassi did not live up to 
expectations. He was given a lot of 
hype and it was only in Wimbledon 
that he showed us some good 
tennis. This guy certainly has the 
potential but at times he gets a bit 
too carried away with the hype. 
Let’s hope that he takes his tennis 
a bit more seriously. 

RAVIPRASAD, 

Mangalore. 


Deadly Germans 


T he German duo of Steffi Graf 
and Michael Stich really played 
some inspired, superlative tennis 
in the Wimbledon finals. The 
Wimbledon victory must surely 
have come as a shot in the arm for 
Steffi and now she must have 
rtrgained some of her old 
confidence and here's hoping that 
this new found confidence takes 
her game to greater heights. 

After the Wimbledon loss Becker 
must be in the position that Steffi, 
was in, last year. TTiough he went 
into the match as the favourite, at 
(he end, it was a disappointed, 
crushed Becker that one saw. 
Here's hoping that he gets over the 
bad patch and can enthrall his fans 
once again. 

SUNETRA DANERJEE. 

Calcutta. 


H ATS off to Michael Stich for his 
superb performance in 
Wimbledon 1991. The way he 
accounted for Jim Courier, Stefan 
Edberg and finally Boris Becker 
speaks volumes of his tenacity and 
big match temperament. His big 
serve and volley game was really a 
treat to the eyes. Here s hoping that 
we get to see more of him in the 
finals of other Grand Slam 
tournaments and that he does not 
go the way Pete Sampras and 
Michael Chang have. 

BIJAN BANDYOPADHYAY. 
Calcutta. 










ROUNDUP 


CALCUHA 


Merchants’ Cup 
Golf 


T ISCO ’A' emerged the best In 
the Mei'rliants’ Clip golf 
ehampioiiship whk h was held at 
Ihe Royal Calent la Golf Club 
course. La.st year'.s champions. 
Talas were the hosts this time and 
will again liavc lo ho.sl the 
championshi]).s Ihe next time 
around. 

Tisco ‘A’ were the winners of the 
Merchants Cup Golf tournament 


of Tata Tea 'B' brought in the best 
nett score of 64 in division one, 
while McLeod Russel's U. Pradhan 
in division two and P.C. Goenka of 
Assam Cari)on in division three 
carded the best nett scores of 64 
and 60, respectively. 

SoumKra Bose 

CAB Summer 
Cricket 

A ryan and Vljay Sports won 
Ihe under-19 and under-15 
titles, respectively in the Cricket 
Association of Bengal organised 
.summercriekel loumamentat the 



Fourty nine mercantile linns 
entered nearly 3.62 golfers (men 
and women) in the four-day 
tournament. Unlike most 
Merchant Cup louniaments, the 
golf meet had some of the best in 
the couniry participating. Ashok 
Malik of Shaw Wallace, l^ikshman 
Singh of Magors, Uttam Singh 
Mundy ofTatas. Subhankar Sen of 
13haral Petroleum and Vandana 
Agarwal of Oil India were in action. 

Tisco 'A' rode Mundy's fine 
performance on Ihe last day of the 
championship to win the 
lournament once again. The 
wooden spoon went lo Citibank. 

The best gross prize went to 
Bunny Lakshman who fetched a 
superb gross of 72. S.S. Malhotra 


Eden Gardens. 

The tournament, deviser! for the 
city’s various coaching units, was 
quite a surress as quite a few 
unknown Juniors made their mark 
during the meet. 

In the under-19 section. Aryan 
crossed swords with Shlbpur 
Institute in the title round. While 
Aryan had accounted for 
Tollygunge Agragarnl by 96 runs, 
Shibpur defeated Kumartuli quite 
easily in the semi-final matches. 

While there is not much to write 
about in the Shibpur-Kumartull 
semi-final, the Aryan versus 
Tollygunge match was highlighted 
by Samrat Tlwari’s 112 for Aryan. 
Tlwari's good batting was 
supplemented by some fine 


bowlln.g by Anupam Glri (three for 
23). Manna Dey (2/11) and 
Mohammad Shaflque (2/16). 

If there could have been a Man of 
the Match award for the final, it 
would have certainly gone to 
Nilashish Ghosh of Aryan. Ghosh 
played a key role in Aryan clinching 
the title by hitting 61 out ol his 
team's score of 195 for nine off the 
stipulated 30 overs. Ghosh then 
went on lo claim three wickets for 
35 runs as Shibpur managed 166 
for eight at the end of 30 overs. For 
Shibpur. Souvlk Mukherjee hit his 
second consecuiive 50 and Sandip 
Mitra scored 62. A. Banerjee took 
four Aryan wickets for 33 nins. 

The under-15 competition threw 
up a promised bowler in Ram 
Swaminathan. Swaniinathan 
struck consistently as Vljay .Sports 
entered the final beating Sri 
Gurudas in the .semi final and then 
overcome United Club by 4P runs 
to clinch the title. In two malche.s. 
Swamanithan bagged seven 
wickets giving away 44 nrns. 

Debraj Da.sgupta’s .51 was the 
cornerstone of Vljay Sports’ 155 oft 
Ihe 30 overs in the title round. C. 
Roy did well with Ihe ball for United 
Club taking three wickets for 27 
runs. But Roy’s good work l ame to 
nought when Swaminathan led 
Vljay Sports’ fight back. 
Swaminathan took four for 13 as 
United Club were bundled out for 
106 in the 24th over. 

SoHmMra Bom 

Sub-Junior 
District Football 

N orth 24 Parganas won the 
sub-Junior Inter-district 
football championship. In the final 
held at ihe Metal and Steel Sports 
Complex. Ichapore. North 24 
Parganas defeated holders 
Hooghly by two clear goals In a 
pacy encounter. 

Surajit Mondal struck once in' 
each half in this well contested 
match to achieve victory for 24 
Parganas. The first goal came in 
the 30th minute of the first half. 
Hooghly’s fate was sealed when 
Mondal struck again with two 
minutes remaining of the 
70-minute match. 









North 24 Parganas were virtually 
unstoppable in their semi-final 
match against Howrah. ITiey 
swamped Howrah five goals to 
nothing with goals coming from 
Abhijit Das. Subhasish Paul and 
Mondal before the breather. Subal 
Karmakar and Das scored again to 
complete the rout. 

Defending champions Hooghly 
scrapped through to the final with 
an unimpressive win versus 
Bankura. Subhas Roy got the only 
goal of the match in the 27th 
minute. 

Earlier In the toumament, 
Howrah registered the biggest win 
defeating West Dinajpur eight 
goals to nothing in a quarter linal 
nmtch. 

SoumKraBoM 


RANCHI 


CMPDI Open 
Bridge 


E ureka bridge club. 

Calcutta,retained the team 
championships when they earned 
the maximum of 1.54 points in the 
duplicate team of six event during 
the second CMPDI Open Bridge 
toumament which concluded here 
recently. 

In tlie progressive team of four 
event. Palkara Sporting Club. 
Calcutta were the winners, scoring 

UU. OEEPAK NATH SHAHDEO 



SoniB of the winners at the annual Cricks Association of Bengal awards 


a maximum of 147 points. Tlie title 
of the Open Pair Event went to S.P. 
Sinha (Patna) andT.N. Swain 
(Ranchi). 

On the final day. Mr. R,N. 


Mlshra. 

Chalmian-cum-Managing 
Director. CMPDI gave away the 
prizes. 

Anil Kumnr Singh 



The Eureka Bridge Club were the winners of the CMPDI Open Bridge championships 















SPORTSWEEK 


This week in the history of sport 


T he great American 
horse. Man O’War, 
running for the Millers 
stakes at Saratoga. USA. 
on Aus 7,1920 finished 
first, setting a nn ord 
time of 1 min 56.36 sec. 
for l;t/i(,milp. 

S ANDEFCPPATIL. 

right-lianded 
batsman. 

medium-pace bowler, 
who hit 1 74 (one six, 22 
fours) olf only 240 balls 
against Australia at 


Adelaide, was bom on 
Aug 8,1956 at Bombay. 

A ustralian tennis 
player Rod Laver, 
bom Aug 9,1936. is the 
.second maJe player in 
the history of 1 he game to 
win all four singles 
championships-Australi 
an. French. Wimbledon, 
and American-ln one 
year, and was the first to 
repeat the Grand Slam in 
1969. 


B ritish strongman 
Thomas Topham, 
who once lifted a horse 
over a gate jmd on 
another occasion a 
378-lb man with one 
hand, died In England. 
onAug10,1749. 

T he first Ascot race 
meeting, convened 
by Queen Anne, was held 
onAug11,1711,at Ascot 
Village, England, one of 
the oldest and renowned 
racecoursesin the world. 


S AMOKWARJI.top 
Nigerian soccer 
player died while playing 
in a World Cup 
qualifying match, at 
l^gos. Africa. Aug 12, 
1989. 

H usband-wife 

team Anita and 
tJagat Nanjappa. driving 
their Ind-Suzuki, 
emerged winners in the 
Scissors K-1000 motor 
rally, on Aug 13,1989. in 
Bangalore. A.R. Sharif 


MILESTONES 


JOINED: Argentine 
World Cup 
goalkeeper, Sergio 
Goycochea, the 
French second 
division club Brest, 
for a period of four 
years. The transfer 
came after 
Argentina won the 
Copa Americana. 
PROBABLE: That 
soccer star Diego 
Maradona would 
have to face a Jail 
sentence ranging 
from one year to six 
years for the 
possession of 
cocaine. 

TO PLAY: Jahangir 
Khan of Pakistan in 
three exhibition 
matches in India 
during December. 
He is a).so likely to 
hold a coaching 
clinic in the country 
at the same time. 
FIHE0:Waslm 
Akram, a record 
£1.000 by 
l.ancashire in the 
game against 
Warwickshire for 
intimidatory 
bowling and abi^ive 
language. He stp 
faces discipllnaiy 
action by the TCCB. 



DROPPED: The 10 

million dollar 
lawsuit that George 
Foreman had filed 
against Evandcr 
1 lolyfield, after the 
latter signed a 
contract to fight 
Mike Tyson. 

TO JOIN: Ian Botham 
the county Durham 
when it becomes the 
18th full fledged 
cricket county in 
English county. His 
county 

Worcestershire has 


Sumo wrMtIIng 
comes to the land of 
matadors and bull 
fighting. Sumo 
wrestlers enthrall 
the Spanish 
audience at the 
Complutense 
University |ust 
outside Madrid 

agreed to release 
him by then. 

FAILS: Ben Johnson 
in his final attempt 
to qualify for the 
100m at the World 
Athletics 

Champlonshlpus to 


be held in Tokyo. In 
the Canadian 
Athletics 

Championships he 
('ame fourth with a 
timing of 10.42 secs. 

LOSES: Zeeshan All 
to Jeremy Bates of 
Britain 4-6.6-2.6-2 
in the final of the 
Malaysian 
International 
Satellite Circuit 
Tennis 

Championship. 
PROBABLE: That 
South African 
athletes would take 
part in the World 
Championships in 
Tokyo. The players 
themselves are 
sending a 
Springbok team to 
the championships 
in defiance of the 
ruling of the Non 
'Racial South 
African Amateur 
Athletics 
Association who 
had voted against 
sending a team. 
PROBABLE: That 
Brazil and 
Argentina will play a 
series of matches in 
Calcutta in the last 

week of October 









THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 


Missing TOO MftNT puns 

ON THE: LEFT? THEN 
J youARE PROBABLY 
X ’PICKING UPTTHECLUB' 
yyi ON THEBACKSWING. 




- ALMOST EVERY GOOD PUTTER TAKES THE 

^''CLUSAWAY PROM THE BALL LOW AND SLOW 
SO CONCENTRATE ON THAT AND WATCH 
THOSE PUTTS PAa! 


YES 


Long Better than Short 




_JOn very long PUTTS CIbTANCfc 
\ RATHER THAN UNfc IS YOUR 
1 PRIORITY. BUrCOM.NG UP 
1 SHORT IS NO GOOD - ALWA'iS 
AIM TOCO PASTTHE HOLE ... 


WATCHING TOUR SAIL All THE 
WAY CA*>I GIVE rOUUtttUL 
INirORMATlON AMO BORROWCN 
YOUR RETURN PuTT. 


Short means '^ou are 

571LL ENTERING 
'UNDISCOVERED* 
TERRITORY 50 BE UP] 





3UW 


Straight Putts 


The OLD 

' SAYING THAT 

, EVERY purr 

1 IS STRAIGHT 
STIUAPPUES 
TODAY. 

therefore 

take THIS 
TIPONTDTHE 
GREEN AND 
SEE YOUR 
, PUTTING ; 
IMPROVE. I 


Simply work out your borrow, 

J say four inches from the L£Tr 1 
1 pick a point that distance wide I 

OF THE HOLE AND AIM AT THAT .... 

m 

ON NO ACCOUNT SHOULD YOU BE^ 
TRYING rO'HELP'THE BALL 1 
INTO THE HOLE WITH YOUR , 
HANDS THROUGH IMPACT. | 

m 

w 


JH 









/ NO 























CHESS/BRIDGEI 


NORTH (dummy) 

* 32 

9 QB2 

♦ AKJ4 
4. AJ03 


WEST 
4 A105 
V 965 
• 1073 
A 1074;’ 


EAST 

A KJ0e64 
w AJ4 
4 <165 

* sS 


CHESS 

Great Moments in Indian Sport: 
Karpov Vs Anand Linares, '91. 
Anand played a jokey line against 
liie English Opening. His third 
move left tlie book behind. Karpov 
was unable to keep control and 
then in time trouble he was 
out-Karpoved by the young Indian 
who forced him into a lost ending, 
when the former world champion 
desperately simplified. 

V^ite; Karpov Vs Black: Anand. 
English Opening. 

1 Nf3 C5 2 c4 Nc6 3 Nf3 Nd4!? 4 e3 Nxr3 5 
0x13 g6 6 b3 Bg7 7 Bb2 d6 8 g3 Rb8. The 



GM Vishwanathan Anand 

exchange of knights on the third 
ntove ensures that black will not 
have a space problem. Anand's 8th 
move is also provocative—he has 
already sacrificed one tempo on his 
third—now he makes another 
irrelevant looking move before 
completing his development. 

9 bg2 Nf610 h3 0-0110-0 a612 Qe2 b5! 
Of course black gets ample 
counterplay after 13cb5 14 Nxb5 
ba6 15 a4 Qb6 which is similar to 
the Benko Gambit. 13 d3 b414 Ndl a 
15 a4 eS 16 e4 hS 17 h4 NeS. Tlie 
interesting thing is that though the 
wings are blocked—both the 
players have chances of opening 
up the centre with breaks on t he 
f-file. 

18 Ne3 Nc719 Kh2 Ne6 20 Bh3 Bg7 21 
Ng2 Bg7 22 Rael Rb7! Karpov now had 
only a couple of minutes left to 
reach move 40 and he had already 
refused a tacit draw offer by 
repeating with 22 Ne3 Bh6 etc. 

23 Bxe6 ?l Bxe6. A dangerous 
decision because black’s bishops 
have a future. 24f4Bg425Qd2Re726 
Ne3.1 lere a direct 26 f5 is worth 
trying. After black’s next move the 
centre is under great tension and 
that must be horrifying for the man 
In time pressure. 

26-15 27 Bf5 ? Sensible could be 27 
Ng4 fg4! (27-hg4 28 ef5 gf5 29 fe5 


threatens 30 Qg5) 2815 rcf7! when 
at least white has practical 
chances. 27-gf5 26 Nd5 Re6 29 012 Rfe8 
30 Bel? e4! Now black is winning. 30 
fe5 fc5 leaves black with chances of 
ripping up the kingside but it s 
belter than this. 

ITic threat of entering at e2 is 
coupled with the g7 bishop coming 
alive. 31 de4 Rxe4 32 Rxe4 Rxe4 33 Rel 
Rxel 34 Qxel Kf7 35 Qd2 Bf3! Now the 
despised light squared bishop will 
have its say. 

36 Ne3 Be4 37 Bb2 Bb2 38 Qxb2 Qf6 39 
Qxf6 Kxf6 40 Kgl Bbl. The bishop 
dominates the knight totally and 
eves the pawn at b3. 

41 Nfl Bc2 42 Nd2 Ke6 43 Kf2 d5 44 cd5 
KxdS45 Ke3Bd1! Zugzwang—<-lther 
the black king enters at d4 or the 
b3 pawn goes or white must allow 
the text. 

46 kd3 (See diagram) Bxb3! (0-1) after 
the forced 47 Nxb3 c4 48 Kc2 cb3 49 Kxb3 
Kd4 the king and pawn ending is an 
elemcntar/win. 

Devangalra Datte 



BRIDGE 

Contrac-ts that appear 
impos.sible are often easier to 
handle for there may be only one 
particular lay-out on which they 
can make. It is the hands with 
several possible lines catering to 
different lay outs that are more 
difficult. Still, today’s hand from 
the semi-final of this year’s trials to 
.select the French team was an 
exception in that though there was 
only one lay-out that would allow 
the hand to make, it was quite easy 
to miss a step in the actual 
sequence of plays. 


SOUTH 

* U.' 

¥ MO 7 3 

* 083 

« KQOR 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

)N1 3*' 

3 * 4 * 4» 

AJI 

* 

Against thin rather opiimisiic. or 
rather horrendous, contract Wi-sl 
started otl with two rouiiflsof 
spades. On winning the secoml 
round. Alain l.ev\. East, lound the 
best continuation ot a thud spade, 
attacking declarer’s weak spot. 

East liad to hold liis trump losers to 
one and lor that ho ni-oded to lliul 
East witli aco-jack to three hciU tN 
Auaivsing thus far. most players 
woukl liavo ruffed in dummy and 
led a heart to the ton and a second 
heart to the queen and ace. Now 
the fourth spade Iroiii E.ist would 
promote a tnimj) trick foi the 
defence as West has the heart nine. 

South. Regis Iye.sguillcr. foresaw 
the problem and nilfed the third 
spade in hand, 'flien he crossed 
over to dummy with a diamond aiul 
led a heart to the ten. Back to 
dummy again with a diamond ami 
a second low heart from dummy. II 
Ea.sy goes up with the ace. declarer 
has no further problems lor he can 
rufl the spade return in either 
hand, cross over to the other, draw 
trumps and claim. However. Etisl 
continued his good work by 
ducking the second round of 
trumps as South won his king. 
With exactly one tmmp left in etich 
hand, declarer could not alTord to 
clear the trumps but he found an 
answer. He cashed the third 
diamond and played clubs. East 
ruffed the second club with the ace 
and played a fourth spade. South 
ruffed in hand with the seven— if 
West over-ruffs, dummy over-ruffs 
and clafms the rest while if he 
discards a club, dummy does 
likewise and again the defence has 
an answer. 

SantwMi Ohoah 


TO 
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rphto Miraly Isn’t ttw MSlMt 
■I- wsytobscomssmembsrof 
ths AH England Chib, but It Is the 
bast way. 

STEFFI GRAF to Michael Stich 
during the Champion’s Ball after 
Wimbledon. 
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I tSellhavan'tgotallfeormy 
own. I |ust want to be happy 
and that wont happen untH I’m 
pacfcad the gams bi. Look at 
George Beat The trouble la they 
are trying to get me to be Wm him. 
And rm not I’m }ust me. I've had 
the money-but when havelbeen 
able to enjoy spending it. When 1 
go out I grt paranoid. For the last 
six months I Just havent bean 
enjoying Hfe. 

PAUL GASCOIGNE seems to have 
had enough of superstardom. Now 
he wishes for the good'ote-days. 


I couldwtbaatiB m l ead er . Mot 
today. Thesnaa^lloaaffbm 
drtvInGis tMWa. BoaryMrig flows 

from diWtag, fliaapaiadi ttw .flght. 


in^rieii. K iajuatmewid flia 
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TENNI 


C urrent players 
that Rod Laver, 
who captured the 
Grand Slam in 1962 
and 1969, says have 
the best chance to win 
the Grand Slam: Pete 
Sampras and David 
Wheaton. 

R ecord number of 
bananas 
consumed at 
Wimbledon last year 
by Wheaton during a 
five-set match: 9. 



O nly one of the 
eight Grand 
Slam singles finals 
that is not televised 
live in the United 
States: French Open 
women's singles final, 
■gk Tumber of times 
IN that 1991 
Wimbledon 
champion Michael 
Stich broke Stefan 
Edberg's serve in his - 
4.-6,7-6,7-6,7-6 
semifinal victory: 0. 




Tl^umber of 
XN consecutive 
matches that former 
British No. 1 John 
Lloyd lost right after 
marrying Chris Evert: 
19. 

■«^That Jimmy 
W Connors 
constantly referred to 
during the 
changeovers 
throughout the 1975 
Wimbledon final 
against Arthur Ashe: 


A note he kept inside 
his socks that 
contained a message 
from his 
grand^mother. 


A ge at which 

world No. 6 Mary 
Joe Fernandez was 
able to do a push-up 
for the first lime: 19. 
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N umber of rackets 
that Bjorn Borjg 
Was known to carry to 
each tournament: 92. 

S ign in surprise 
French Open 
champion Jim 
Courier's small 
hometown of Dade 
City, Florida: "Way to 
Go, Jimbo-Image 
Isn't Everything." 

L ength of the. 

longest queue for 
tickets in 

Wimbledon's hi^ory 
on June 30,1991 
when rain-plagued 
Wimbledon was 
forced to play on the 
middle Sunday for 
the first time in its 
114-year history: 1 
1/2 miles. 


W h.il John 

,W [ niiH' s.iiil 
1U'\I »io ll ho WOK' lo 
lost.' lo Ik'.u \ 
unih’i - doc ( hi is 
I (.■\\ IS i 11 1 ho 1 J 
W inihhdon I i n.il: "I d 
ji ImI) ol t I 1 k' 1 III)'1 10 
Sl.lW I'llll Idiiic, 


P ercentage of all 
athletes who 
know exactly the 
right time to retire, in 
J^n McEnroe's 
oplnloh: ”one in a 
hundred." 

M cEnroe's secret 
wish: Togo out 
"with a big bang." 
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'«teiHUd usc^l^ 
..white Uhes^ 
{hejirassat 
wibnhledoiiT :■■• 
Titanium paste. . 

S peed<tfihe&»^ 
serve ever’ 
measured: 163.^1 ■ 
miles per hour by Bj 
Tildcninl931, .. 


T hf h.irdcsi [Ktii < 
life on t!ic |)ri) i( 
ior I 5- vt.'ar-<.ld, 
iniilliinillionairt 
JfiiniftT Capriaii; 
"IniL'rviovvs vvitli 


reporters," 



G oing rate on the 
black market foi 
a pair of tickets fm d 
1991 Wimbledon 
gentlemen's singles 
final: 1600poundk>. 
✓“^oingratefora 
VXpair of tickets fc 
the 1991 Wimbledoj 
ladies' singles final: 
900 pounds. 

W hat Arthur Asl 
believes are th 
most tension-filled 
rounds in Grand Sla 
tournaments: The 
first round and 
semifinals. 

W here young 
Monica Sel^ 
practi»d with her 
brother Zoltan and 
father KaroQ when 
the only eight terniis 
courts in Novi Sad. 
Yt^oslavia. vyere 
occupied: Una 
pmking lot whete 
diey ti^ Aiding to. 
the bumpers of tviro 
carsfpranet. 

P ercentofBdtahs' 
tmmiscoadtes 
that Tony Pidcaid. 
Britain's new Dai^ 
Cupo^ainand 







IStejfiaaiEdbacg's 
'coadi, believes 
"haven't the faiittest 
idea of how the game 
b played" at the 
higbMtlevek90. 

F avorite movie of 
suiprise 
Wimbledon 
champion Midiael 
StidnSam 
Pedkinpah's "Bring 
Me the Head of 
Alfredo Garcia." 

R eason why Boris 
Becker didn't like 
being nicknamed 
"Boom Boom" when 
he won Wimbledon at 
age 17: He didn't 
want any refo'ences 
to shooting. 


W lt.ii Bjorn !5or;4 
Il)inks I tu- 

iiK-tlij ti.is (ru'd Id dll 
1(1 him lor iho l<isl tivr 
\ (Mrs; nu ." 


A verage age for the 
Frendi Open 
women's champion 
over the past five 
years: 17.4 

P er cent of all adult 
respondratsin 
the poll who thou^t 
thm men and women 
pro players should 
lecdve equal prize 
numeytBl. 

YTow Cxech>bom 
Xillkhani 
Xnlfio^^d^Tlie 
Itetherlands, was 
puidshedbyhis 
father when he lost a 
jimior tournament 
mmdi: He was son to> 
b^ without hb 
sxqjper. 
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■■■Standing on the 

second-floor balcony of 
the clubhouse at 
Queen's, Gayle 
Bradshaw had an 
excellent view of Center 
Court. On that court. 

McEnroe and Ivan 
Lendl were going at one 
another, the kind of 
match-up most tennis 
fans covet. Gayle 
Bradshaw likes tennis as 
much as anyone. But to 
him, McEnroe-Lendl 
was nothing more than a 
potential n^tmare. 

And that nightmare 
was becoming quite real. 
Midway throij^ the 


the same shoes that Ken 
Farrar had been in when 
he had bt»n called on 
court in Australia. 11115 
was an AlFTour event 
not a Grand Slam, and 
Bradshaw, and ATPTour 
supervisor, was in 
charge of the umpires 
and linejudges. 
Bradshaw had been the 
tournament referee at 
the U.S. Open for seven 
years until offered the 
chance to travel the 
world for the ATP. He 
liked his Job and the 
people he worked with. 
But he dreaded days like 
this. 










Occasionally, if both players agree that 
someone is doing poorly and the umpire 
does too, a line judge will be removed. 
Usually though, to mask the removal 
from the crowd, a supervisor will send 
out a new crew...so that the 
person being removed isn’t singled out... 


third game of the match, 
McEnroe had got upset 
at one of the linejudges 
abouta call. Already, he 
had complained about 
three calls, all of them by 
the same man. Now. as 
the players changed 
sides, with Lendl having 
Just broken serve to go 
up 2-1, McEnroe was 
angrily telling chair 
umpire Paulo Pereira 
that he wanted the man 
removed. 

Bradshaw watched 
Pereira intently, hoping 
he wouldn't look up 
towards him. No such 
luck. As McEnroe 
walked away. Pereira 
glanced tovraurds the 
balcopy and. ever so 
slightly, nodded his 
head. That was a sl^ial 


week. I had been 
hoping to avoid a 
confrontation with 
John." he said later. "I 
knew he was bound to 
come in uptight because 
he hadn’t played for so 
loi^. I only had two pros 
working which left me 
short-handed." 

"Pros," in the 
vernacular of tennis 
oflicials. are full-time 
chair umpires, men and 
women who are paid 
full-time salaries to be 
umpires. It is a 
surprisingly young 
profession. The first two 
pros were hired the 
Men's Tiennls Council in 
1985. Prior to that, the 
only fidl-tlme offlcials 
had been supervisors. 
The women's game still 



to Bradshaw that be didn't have any full-time f 


needed on court. pros, although Lee 

Bradshawwas nowin Jackson, the WTA 















supeivisor of officials, 
had woiiced full time as a 
supervisor and as a chair 
umpire for almost 20 
years. The ITF also had 
pros woildng for it now, 
supervised hy Ken 
Farrar. 

The only pros Vrorklng 
for Bradshaw at Queen's 
were Pereira and Geny 
Armstrong. Bradshaw 


wasn't about to put a 
part-time umpire, even 
an experience one, on a 
McEnroe match. Not this 
week at least. That 
meant Armstrong and 
Pereira would turw to 
take turns. The last time 
Armstrong had chaired a 
McEnroe match had 
been on2i January In 
Melbourne. The entire 


The life of an umpire on me pro 
circuit is a nerveracking 
experience, so misendile that 
sometimes, t^ey wish they had 
never heard of the eport of tennis 
at all...In these extracts from his 
sensational book, TIard Courts’, 
John Fi^^in unmasks the 
umpires’ wmrld isi trials and 
trihalatioiiis,..i^pain 







tomlswoild 
remembaned what 
haj^ienedtludday. 
Nonie^hdess, adien 
McBnroe walked on 
court fixr Ms fliwt match 
at Queenii. Armstrong 
wasinthedhatr. 

"Not exac^ ideal," 
Braihdiaw said later, 
shaking his head, "^tl 
had to make a decision: 
do 1 throw Gerry out 
there and get it over with 
for both of them or do I 
takeachanceon having 
Geny work a semifinal 
betamn McEiuoe and 
Lendl? 1 had to plan 
ahead. I finalfy decided 
that trouble vras less 
likely during 
McEnroe-Krishnan than 
during McEnroe-Lendl. 
especially given the 
history between 
McEnroe and Lendl. I 
didn’t want Gerry in the 
chair if trouble started 
between those two." 

Bradshaw’s plan 
worked. McEnroe was 
cleaity less than pleased 
to see Armstrong in the 
chair for his first match 
and refused to 
acknowledge him at all 
afterwards. That was 
thou^. There 
were no profatenss. After 
his second match, to 
{Htive he was an equal 
oppqrtuni^ (dayo-. 

; MdSmoe ignored 
Peretra. An^ when he 
^ to ftie semifinals. 
BradshawMai Pereira In 
thechah’, 

Sofin-soigood. 

But adfen he tditved 






ftn* work on uie mcaiiing 
ofthesemlfinalB. 
&adshaw found outtie 
ml^t be in fm* a long day. 
Mc^iroe had gone out to 
warm up with Vitas 
Gmdaitls a amide of 
hours before the match. 
While the twoof them 
were hitting. Scott Dkvts 
had launched a winter 
baUocn from the dktdker 
room that had landed 
right at Oerulalhs's feet 
Irnddfany 

Cbcinnistanoes. awater 
beffifacfo explocHng m 


oiie’s feet on a tennis 
coiHt is going to be a 
shock, fix London, in a , 
climate where 
•underground stations 
wereroutfoii^ 
evacqeitedm the first 
s^tofanempQr 
package. Goulaitis : 

JunqxKfa^xnii five feet ■ 
kUofiiCatr. 

Thai was fite hitended 
efiect Bans had been 
luggbqgtlfo water . v . 
bafiocm lauiKdteraiin^ 
thewmidvd^btofiiflS' v 



TO 








M a numbo-of players had 
I -V become invdh^ in 

lahndUhg the battoons 
at unsuspecting people. 

Davis was deU^tc^ 
With his direct hit on 
Gerulaflls. McEnme 
wasn't. He screamed at 
Davis from the court and 
continued to scream at 
tdmwhen he got back to ’ 
the lodcer room. was , 

(dMddhgwi^ anger 
bef(»e M was dm . 

. Bearing ad’thls. 


: .hop^ die mendi wi^ikt 



be without Incident. . 
Now. it had taken all of 
three gamr.s lor Pereira 
to slgnm for him from the 
bak^y. a:adahawran 
down Ihesteps and, as 
casually £is was possible, 
wedged hlswaydoseto 
dieebart. 

"He wants a swltdi." 

Pereira said quiedy* 

Bradshaw nodded. He 
haddgured as much. 
Players often adfefor ftne 
jud^tobe changed. ' 
S^medmes, th^aee 
igiKned.Smne^frnes. die 


loni^hewdl quietly 
aWitdi two iof die Judges 
tm Court, pmiuq» tddng 
smneone off the service 
due and moving him to a 
baseMne^ Occasionally, if 
bodi jdi^ers agree that 
someone Is dc^ pooity 
and the um}nre does too, 
allneJudgewUlbe 
lenw^. Usiudly 
' though, to ma^ the 
removal from the crowd, 
a siipovlsor will send 
out an entirely new 
crew-line Judges are 
usually rotat^ after CHie 
hour cd play-so that the 
persem bting removed 
isn’t slngkd out. 

Once Pereira had tdd 
Bradshaw what 
McEnroe wanted, he had 
a decision to make, 
McEnroe was dearly 
uptight, perhaps close to 
an explodon. If he gave 
him his change. It might 
calm him doim. What's 
more, Bradshaw knew 
that there had been 
trouble between 
McEnroe and this line 
Judge before. The 
schedule heworked 
with at Queen’s 
' Club-each tour stop has 
alocal referee who works 
with the pro 
supervisor-should not 
have put him on the 
match to b^to with. 
Brad^aw (toclded to 
makea change. 

Hewentbitok 
upstairs and began 
looking fear a fuB set of 
llnejudges so he could 
make ftie chaiige as 
qtdedy as pos^e. But 
this was thd weekend. 
Most of the Judges had 
eithergone home or to 
thencittotutiilmaent. so 
Bradshawcould only 
find three people before 
tite next chamfeover. 
Wben the new line 
Judges wsdked on court. 

* the fons knew exactly 
whatwas going on. They 
hetb^lofMify.'Ihebi^a 
^urddeni for Bradshaw 
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was Lendl. 

That’s a big mistake," 
Lendl said to him. "If I 
want someone changed 
you better change him 
real quick. Vou gu 3 rs 
always do things for him. 
Never for me." 

Bradshawknew Lendl 
felt this way. The funny 
thing was, he had never 
done anything for 
McEnroe before, notin 
all the years at the Open, 
not on tour. As the 
dep>arbng line Judges 
passed McEkiroe, he 
couldn't resist a dig. The 
line judge in question 
turned and took a step 
back towards McEnroe. 
Fortunately, his two 
colleagues interceded 
before aiqdhing could 
happen. Bradshaw 
walked off the court 
feeling miserable. 

'1 made a mistake,' he 
said the next day. "Lendl 
was right. 1 should have 


Standing on the second floor balcony of 
the clubhouse at Queen's, Gayle 
Bradshaw had an excellent view of the 
Centre Court. On the court, John 
McEnroe and Ivan Lendl were going at 
one another, the kind of match-up most 
tennis fans covet. But to him, 
McEnroe-Lendl was nothing more than a 
potential nightmare...And that 
nightmare was becoming quite real... 



Just let It ride. But 1 
trying to calm things 
down. I should have at 
least waited until I could 
round up afull crew so It 
wouldn't be so obvious. 1 
was realty afraid Lendl 
was going to do 
something today (duriz^ 
the final], demand a 
change or something. If 
he had. 1 was just going 
to go out there and say , 
Ivan, youSw made your 
point'." 

*Oh well,'Bradshaw' 
said. "C^;jjil8 jcd>you five 


and learn.” 
rr^HE phrase the 
JL umpiresbseis. 
’Welcome to the Job.' 
Anyone who decides to 
maite his Hying 40 we^ 
ayear as a tennis umpire 
or 8vq>OTlsor knows 
there is going to come a 
match, a day or perhaps 
an entire BO 

miserable you will wi^ 
you had never heard of 
fihe sport of tomis. 

It happens to 
eveiyme,'Richard 
Kaufman said. The only 


question is when, not if.* 

To many of the pros. 
Rich Kaufinan is a nde 
model. He was one Of the 
first two pros hired fay the 
Men's Tnmls Council, 
alongwithan 
Englishman named 
Jeren^^iales. 

Katxfixi^ made the 
pn^jramme woik Just by 
being so danm gpi^ at 
the j^ that doubters 
were qtockfy ^lenced. 

Bom to 1950, 

Kaufinah played tennis 
and basketball growing 
up but realty wanted to 
be a baseball player. He 
ended up plying tennis 
at Hiram Cedi^, best 
known fcnrlts music 
programme. After 
graduation. KaiLfinan 
went to West Coast to 

work as a muMclan. 
doing a lot of studio 
sesMonbadkiqiwtakan 
logAMiards. In 1976; he 
decided to enrol fn S' 
Ihilveralfy of Southern 
*********** 


pingianuiie in Landcm to 
pursue akfosterO degree 
inlntematicmal 
relations. 

One meaning the 
fedlowlng summer, he 
drove north of Londem to 
Cimiberiazid. hoping to 
get into the qual^rtng 
drawofasnudl 
tournament there. He 
couldn't and was sAxmt 
to Irave for an afternoon 
seminar In Windsor 
whfsiaman named Peter 
Quinn walked up and 
Introduced himself I 
Quinn told Kauitnan 
that the tournament was 
short of fine Judges for 
the day. Would he like to 
worl^ Kauftnan was 
unsure. Quinn- 
persisted. Kaufinan 
finally agreed. He 
enjoy^ the work and 
was good enough that 
Qulzm arranged for him 
to work in the qualifying 
tournament at Queen's 
the next we^. He arrived 
to learn that the 
qualifying had been 
moved indoors because 
of rain and that a flu bug 
had put most of the 
umpires in bed 'I worked 
10 chairs that weekend 
with no line Judges, hfs 
said. The wooden coiirta 
were like lightning. It 
wastwoyears'Wm^ of _ 
training in two defys. 

For the next^beven 
years, Kaufman took 
summers off fiom his Job 
as a researcher at the 
Universlfycf 
Washington to woHr as . 
an umpire. He amribed > 
hia finrt Wbiftgedcfo in 


good enough to diairlhe 
U.S.G^redjStoal.'ThKt ' 
match^tweenlvan 
LencftandJiiiuqy 
Conn(»n8--irtaa»ds QUtin 
hfo mihdbecatiaelttBa 








When the new line judges walked on 
court the fans hooted loudly. The big 
problem for Bradshaw was Lendl: "That’s 
a big mistake. If I want someone changed 
you better change him real quick. You 
guys always do things for McEnroe, never 
to me.” 


for winning that day,' 
Kaufinan said. *1 got $50 
for working the match. It 
wasn't the mon^ that 
bothered me. It was the 
notion that so much was 
at stake for the players 
and they were working 
with what were 
essentially amateur 
officials.' 

Slowly, the MTC was 
changing that. The first 
fuU’tline supervisors 
had been h^d In 1980; 
In 1985Kaufman and 
Shales were hired as the 
first full-time umpires. 
From the very begtmiing, 
the programme was 
second-guessed. Long 
entrenched part-time 
vimptres resented the 
lm]^catlon that 
officiating needed to be 
Improved In the sport. 
Kaufinan and Shales 
had a difficult time that 
firstyear as some of their 
colleagues shutmed 
tiiem. 

There were Evenly <rf 
times that first year 
when the easlrat thing to 
do would have been Just 
togo hc»ne.' hesald. 'But 
1 Would have felt like I 
was letting doMi a lot of 
people vdio had put their 
feithintoe. The players 
wanted profession^ 
offl<aatt^. There was no 
doubt ab^t that. But 
(li^ didn't like the idea 
of seeing the same 
authority figures week In 
msdweek out'Ih^ 
brnfed ine andHiey 
festedJdremyqtdtekbtt* 

'Khuibhm thmi^ the 
!fi]UigheBtpaitof&eJ<^ 


strict no-featemlzatfon 
rules, requMnag that 
they not Mcy in the same 
hotd with the pky ers or 
even dine In the same 
restaurants. Those rules 
made the group even 
more close-knit than it 
ml^t otherwise have 
bem. Nicknames 
abounded: Armstrong 





often came on weekends 
when he might have a 
tough seml&ial with a 
player and have to 
umpire die final-wlth 
that same player-the 
next day. 'One thing 
we've found now Is that 
there's strength in 
numbers in Job', he 

said. If you have a tough 
matchw^aplayer. 
regardlew dT wlty. It's 
good for b|Qdi ofyou ifyou 
don't have to see him 
again the neict 4ay.’ 

unqfii^tidd 

become an on'topr 
fivdmTUty. Fjanarhad 


nailed Ings with 'Sklppy'. 
shortly after the mo>rte 
Crocodile Dundee came 
out; it has stuck like 
glue. Dana Loconto. with 
his drayding Alabama 
accentis 'Bubba.' aiMl 
Kaiifinan is always 
'Coffers.' 

Armstnmglsthe 
funniest member UTthe 
group. He is the ontyone 
with gdiuhie lineage te 
officiating: his fether, 
George Armstrong, was a 
Wlmbled<m ump^ for 
years. He woiked both 
fete men's and womens 
flneds andgot Gory 
ataifed wi^kmg fitfe* in 


1973. 

In 1988, one year after 
Joining the MTC. 
Armstrong worked the 
Wimbledon final. That 
made him ludf of the first 
father-son combination 
to both work WlmUedon 
finals. Italso marked a 
passage of rites. ‘Until 
then I was always 
"George's boy" at 
Wimbledon.' Armstrong 
said. ‘Now, he's retired 
and when he comes back 
there, he's "Gerry’s dad."’ 

That Wimbledon final, 
between Becker and 
Edberg. was rained but 
Sunday. On Monday, 
after a long delay, the 
players got in a setand 
two more games h^bre it 
rained again. Whenth^ 
came out to warm up 
again, Annstroiig 
instructed the baJllxys 
to use the balls that had 
been in play for the 
warm-up and then put 
new balls into play-it was 
two games unffi a ball 
change, and a warm-up 
is considered to be two 
games long. The match 
began again and 
Armstrong happened to 
look down at the foot of 
the chair. There sat the 
new balls. 

‘I panicked 
comi^etely,' he said. 
first thought was that 
everyone in the stadium 
and everyone watching 
on TV knew I hadn't 
double-checked to make 
sure the new balls had 
been put in play. 1 was 
really miseraUe. Iity first 
Wimbledon final and 1 
had messed it tty. Then I 
realised fhaL no one 
knew. The piayers dldn t 
know and netffierdid 
aiyone dse. So. I Just 
wtdted two games and 
palled for new balls. It 
wasn't a inoblem. Butit 
scsoredme half toffeath, I 
could see the headlines 
in the tablets r^t 
b^icxre my eyes.’li 







summer' of om-day 
crtc^ bdfore getting 
donm to the real busi- 
^nesst ctf the five, foiv and 
thiee^day events. That 
must be why Derek F¥ln- 
gle seems to start each 
year so viwU: he is not 
built to succeed over the 
long distances, although 
to be frank he does not 
have the fetlocks of a 
sprinter either. However, 
the one-day events have 
no dressage competition, 
so there is no ne<^ for him 
to look any smarter than 
the front half of a panto¬ 
mime horse as he can¬ 
ters around the outfield 
showing off his remarka¬ 
bly improved throwing 
arm. Mr Pringle is now an 
accomplished one-day 
bits-and-pleces man, 
even though until this 
season most of the bits 
and pieces were strange¬ 
ly ^scoruiected. Now 
they all seem to be com¬ 
ing together at last, and 
it was good to see him 
back in the England 
squad. 

Pringle is. of course, 
not the only man making 
a comeback this sum¬ 
mer. in the first one.,day 
international no fewer 
than six of the Eki^and 
sqtiad were maklr^ a 
return to top-level 
cricket, and at least ei^t 
of the Ekigland XI could 
claim to be members of 
that semi-extinct sp>e- 
cles, the allrounder 
(Lamb. Falrbrother and 
Russell being the odd 
men mit). OnJ^ time arvfi 
the West Indians will tell 
whether our selectors' 
renewed faith in Lewis, 
DeFreltas. Fairbrother, 
Lawrence and Botham 
as well as Derek Prtagle 
is wdl founded, but is 
certainly a remark^e 
re-unkm for the old lags 
(rftheBn^andsquadt^a' 


Z/ 


year or two ago. Hours of 
fon In the England 
dressing-room, showii^ 
off recent photos trf the 
family and reminiscing 
about the size of shirts 
th«y used tofltlntoixdien 
they were youhgen must 
make for better morale . 
than existed in 
Australia, when an there 
was to p«k up their spi¬ 
rits was a new set of X- 
rays of the most recently 
broken nose or forearm 
and a couple of used aero¬ 
plane tickets. 

To sidestep for a brief 
paragraph, at Folkesto¬ 
ne I heard a new Geoff 
Btycott stoty. A young 
lad asked him for his 


autograiih. and the great 
man looked carrfid]^ 
through the bcqr's auto¬ 
graph' book before even¬ 
ting deciding to make 
his mark next .to Brian 
‘Ludehurst's algmilure 
because he's one ntan . I 
never ran oui.* 

Atttile later in theaften 
noon, play was briefty 
suspended when there 
were great shouts from 
both playoa and umpi¬ 
res in the direction of &e 
Sky TV broadcasting box. 
behind the bowler’s arm 
at the Channel Tunnel 
end (or is It the Channel 
Tunnel beginning?). ‘Sit 
down, Boyeottf' they bel¬ 
lowed in unison. The sun 


Now boys of the summan MmIi Hiek, 
Botham and Hfingsrorth 



and 

'amen'^’ 'Bseiiios-'iaat 'idoiiRs 
aaSfUiay roBumed.i 
had bem sitting with 
some Ji^anese trying te 
(^latn to them .fiiK 
mysteries of crteket. bm 
tlv idea that a gami 
could be broi^t to ^ 
ludt 1^ the atm 
(maframar player’s sktif 
was too esoteric &» 
them. Th^ left before the 
match ended in a tfoi 
meaning there wei^^nt 
winners in a game spotr. 
sored by a cennpemy ei£- 
edVlctoiy. 

Back to the plot Wiml 
do the England new boyr 
make of all this seleCtori' 
al resurrectiem? Graethi 
Hick (batting aversgi 
down to about otm 
quarter of last summ^ 
figures, so an tfovibui 
choice) knows abmii 
happy returns at least 
because May 23, tite dsQ 
he first pulled on an Eng 
land sweater, was m( 
25th birthday. 

Wc are 10 years or 
from Botham's phencHtne- 
nal year of 1981, and he 
is now 35. The body is « 
little thicker and fia 
pace a little slower, 
the basic skills are-a^ 
still fhero, and tne^ 
important, so is 
confidence, Botham 
worth his place th 1m 
mie JiMt to: IJjo 
befief he :generatd|vibft‘:tl 
team 

m^t not expect io 
In 10 years' time. 
will be 35. but {woniksr^ 
we shall be tsmgl 
tile aanie. ';abo«gi' 
then? At letmf 
wiH enjoy the nc^ 
decade pdaylng M 
Eti^aiid. tmcaiise ndl 
every dayw^Ohehislbti^ 
da^, even wtib 
thm to ieflhim tfsiil I 
'{riede-cfcake. ■ ■ ,; -'i 
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A Quality product from : 

VUAYAKUMAR MILLS LTD 

Kalayamputhur Poat. PalanI, Tamil Nadu - 624 616. 


The mul/ifum/toti tvafih A Ui\fsrnfix r « iu\trr of $n\trumrnt\ nmr, day, date^month andphaie\ nf the moon Rs /4J2' 


CLASSIQUE FROM TITAN : 

V-^^^ever before have watches like these been 
made in India. Revivals of classic European 
design married to precision rechnotogy. 

Titan's multifunction watches ; from the 
Moonphase watch, which accurately tracks 
the phases of the moon, to the 5-dial watch - 
the most elegant calendar ever made. 

Their very complexity contributes to 
the irresistible appeal t>f these watches. An 
appeal enhanced by 18 and 23 carat duplex 


MARKS OF DISTINCTION 

gold plating and fine leather. 

The finest in the Classique range, the 
multifunction watches, with prices ranging 
from Rs. 950 to Rs.ZZOO, are an addition 
to Titan's international collection of over 
400 fine quartz watches. Each hacked by 
the Tata assurance of reliability and a two 
year guarantee. 

The new multifunction Classique watches. 
Unique expressions of class distinction. 


Classique 



t IgUvvtirMntiiiT SiK»9 R 


TITAN 

QUARTZ * Pnees Vaiid uptv 5rh 
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FREE AUTOGRAPHED 
POSTER OF 
STEFFI GRAF 
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Sportsworld cornered 
Jimmy Connors 
or an exclusive one-to- 
one interview 


















GOODNESS GRACIOUS IT’S GOODYEAR AGAIN! 

(For the 250th time) 



196S-1991 


Riding on Goodyear Eagle Rodlals, 
■twice world champion Ayrton Senna 
wins the Brazilian Grand Prlx, 

A lifting tribute to the master of the 
tracks. And to Goodyear 
technology. The technology that 
produces some of the highest 
performance car tyres In the world. 

For Ayrton Senna Andforyoul 



















Pg4o 


CONTENTS _ 

14-20 August. 1991 Volume 12 Issue 40, An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs 7.00 

DIFFKRENT STROKES. 4 

THE FADING OF THE LIGHT: The failed eomehat ks.6 

THE FITNESS COLUMN.12 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK.39 

THE JIMMY CONNORS INTERVIEW: CJotchaJinibo!.40 

VOICES.71 

BOOK EXTRACT from John Feinstein’s ‘Hard Courts'.72 

NIGEL MANSELL: Fortune Favours The Brave.78 

BARCELONA OLYMPICS: A Host Of Problems.80 

FREEWHEELING.82 

• PLUS ALL OTHER REGULAR FEATURES 


• Cover photograph by Tommy Hindley • Poster photograph by Action Rus • AH iliustralions by Debasish Deb 


Editor: Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi •Assistant Editor: Andy O'Brien • Chief Sub-Editor; Pradoep Paul • Editorial staff: 
Subhash Sarcar, Suprakash Ghoshal, Rohil David Brijnatn, Avik I ee. Stievlm Sebastian. Robin Chatieriee • Madras 
Correspondent: Partab Rarnchand • Senior Photographer: Nikhil Bhaltacharya • Art Director; Amiya 
Bhaftacharya • Staff Designers: Samir Biswas. Ali Akhar Mii/a and Bhaskar Das • Editorial Assistants: Prank Gomes, 
Sujil Ghosh 

Put>k)Uh^d«ii«'tf:irintQc}hii An.jiri'UitWdfPftUikrtlkt frotnuii OPmfuila'iiirhdi'^tiwf CuIujU'I ^0(K»i Pf Itn«tKiini:ti ftd‘'p#An lUfd'KiKi*'.'Oiwisi* North Fufilem . 














DIFFERENT STROKES 




KING OF THE ROAD 


W IMTddy(m<Soifycm'>e«pEfBCe«y<pr 
paimts«TOhavingarmj^Clmelwi& . 
th^ inantage, ami 

iKalned tagr a,^oif (dub? One suppoaes i^ou tiy 
^ycntr luiiUI at other craiy tfaings and into. 
equally cnugraituations. 

That Is exacts what Wicke(l F^imie WIBle (lid. 
Whflcfiather Mnce Charles had hia invttallanio 
hiMt a party for hla beautiful wife Di; politely 
rriuj£Red (suggesting a nuultal rdQ. ProKe 
WUUam went and got Into a Formu^ I 
Bdietton>F(>rd mdng (»u’adikdi (samsOd ({ulte a 
few hearts to stop beating. , ' 

Are the Royals mad (varetheyjust throwing ' 
caution to the winds? For that matter, does 
wmiam want to get Into the'fiasthme’ IUu his 
mother ordoes he prefer more sober pursuits 
like his father. The idealsto watt and watcdi. 


PrineeWIHiam gazes with awsatlhaiiitMlor ofa 
Formula 1 sports car 





V 


Patsr Stsbbings taos off from his Uluminatsd golf 
course. The second boat thing to do in the dark 


I N IGHT GAMES! B 























CHEEKY CHARLIE! 


;^''S/teti^ieiWnentof'PirtnoeChu^ 

JiL bffeaineanii^hnmlsm. CheekyChailte 
Ie^;Ids ten^jier r^} a^n at a polo match throwing 
"caution to the winds. 

- WhenlK tried to remove balls iirom a box by . 
the idtch with a polo stick, his skittish mount 
refused to stay st^. Time and again the Prince 
was fiustrated with his clum^ actions. "Oh 
' damri. this is bloody stupid!" he was heard to 

^bcaiple ofminutes’ttibust casing Charles 
managed to knock over the box and then rode 
. away fma series of practice shots. He Surels 
seeing red nowadays, 

Chartea divasts 0w Order of tha Boot on the bans 
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Monica Salas with her paranto once upcm ahma 


MISS(ING)MOMCA 


W HERE on 
earth was 
Monica 

Seles? Hack question. 
But that was the 
theme for.a limerick 
contest for a bottle of 
Aberiour Malt whisiqr. 
The honours went to a 
certain Ms. K. 
Gardner... hw 
contribution went like 
this; 

linnfareaJly 
bothered where hell is. 


Lord iMcan, the wife, 
or young Telis, 

That fiend Moriarty, 
Oryoung Capriati, 
But where on earth is 
Monica Selea?_ 

Seles did give us 
some info on her 
whereabouts much ' 
before dils ccnitest 
took place but then a 
bottle of whlslty couki 
easily negate this 
clause. 


SUIT YOURSELF 


H igh fashion sporting garments are the 
rage nowadays, with everyone coming 
up udth one cool number after another. 
But who’s the guy In the suit? Well, you wouldn't 
have iovrear glasses to identify him as Carl 
Lewis. Lewis was at the New York Games 
rqcentfyand he was parading around in a 
tuxedo... sorry, a tracksuit impersonating a 
tuxedo (see picture). 

For all the hoopla surroundii^ Lewis and his 
tracksvilt. the 32-year-old sprinter didn't do too 
badfy winning the 100 metres in jlO.Ol ^onds. 
Acc<»npanylng Lewis to the meet was hfs best 
buddy Sri Chlnmoy an Indian born peace leader 
, who offered a prayer for world peace. The prayer 
over, Lewis went back to flaunting his tracksuit 
Whm you’re atthe twilight of your career, 
kx^ing good matters a fot 

Cart LmvIs (ri^it) with Sri Chlnmoy: Imekauit Of 
dinnarMic? 
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FOCUS 


THE FADING 

OF 

THE LIGHT 


'77ie whole concept ofngitifi is turned 
around. Instead of us sayirifi ivc wish we 
could heyounffer, they tell us. 7 hofH-1 can 
Ix'I ike you when I'm your afic"'—Ralph 
Perry, 5fi-ycar-old triathlete. 


M AKCli 1991: Mark Spitz 

annoiiHCfS his t-oiiieback lo 
top class cortipelilivc 
swimming. The world l(H)ks 
up askance. Mark Spitz! I le of the seven 
liold medals in Munich nearly twenty 
years aj*o. 1 !c“ oflhe llashin^r smile, the 
thick moustache, and handsome movie 
star kK)ks. 

Why on earth is he messiuf* around with 
history? 

1 Ic is 11 years of I ' *' . ^ *** 

has a H-year-old son Jo||{lg 

named Mait and the 

best part (il’it all, he 10W 

is a millionaire tl^6Q't 

pro,KMtydeveIo,Mr COmebat^l 

in Heverly Hills. So 
what’s the problem? 

Why this sudden ti^asters. A 

desire to start once ,' Li* 

afitairiund that tcKiin 

a sport where people I th^reiidie 

are old'at 25! 

Well. It’s simple' 

he says, the fact Is . 

that men just 

haven't f^one as fust ' 

in the 100m 

butterlly In the last 

ISyears.' And that’s 


true. In the lOOni butterfly at Munich. 
Spitz clcH-ked a world record of54.27 secs. 
In the 20years that followed, the record 
has been reduced to .52.84. now held by 
American Pablo Morales. So Spitz felt that 
if he trained hard, he could lie in with a 
chance. 

And then there were other reasons. 
While racing with Ftandy Gaines, Olympic 
1 OOni freestyle gold medallist at the I 
Olympic s, Spitz managed to beat him a 
couple of times. Moreover, he had been 
swimming every day of his life since his 
retirement. He was lit and lean. At 41, 
minus his famous moustache and with 
grey flecks in his hair, he looked lit 

and strong. Wliile 
1 —^ training four hours 
' adayln theUClJV 

pool .the coaches 

^ Jolui^: iKisJ® Me They fell 

few of tae athleU^ who that n he worked 

iXied'tibTXiahO^a'' su adily and hard. 

wMdl they wei^..' ■ spitz htmseifwas 
masters. : ”*\p."said ' 

. II Truthfully. I would 
” ' limir about 75% 

' getting 

,: back into shape 








Mark Spitz is clear 
sighted under 
weterbuthis 
performance was 
foggy and 
discouraging 








Is concerned. That first 75% has 
taken six months. The remaining 25% 
could take lOyears. Iamjust hoping, it 
doesn’t. May be it will.’ 

In April this year. Spitz took part in his 
first international competitive race, in 
California. The first test. The stopwatch 
was to deliver the verdict on his comeback. 
The world press was there in full 
strength to see how the golden legend 
would perform. And Spitz was 
Immediately exposed. In the 50m 
butterfly, he was soundly defeated by 
American .Tom Jager. 

Said Jager after his win. ‘1 defeated him 
by over two body lengths and I have not 
done that in a very long time.’ Spitz, on the 
other hand, comforted himself saying.’! 
was very nervous. That’s the first time I 
have started in 181/2 years.’ 

But his performances did not Improve. A 
week later, in another swimming meet, he 
was defeated by Matt Biondi. Biondi’s 
time: 24.51. Spitz’s time: a poor 26.51. His 
comeback was now in serious doubt. 'This 
timing would not win selection to the US 
team for the Ban'elona Olympics. Spitz 
then changed his tune: ’If I don’t win 
selection for fiarcelona, 1 will set my sights 
on taking pari in the World 
Championships in 1993.’ 

Spitz is realising that swimming and 
winning in training races is vastly 
different from taking part in international 
races. Here, rio quarter is given or taken 
and the stakes Infinitely higher. 

It is difflcult to make an Impact. 

Spitz laughs it offand has the succint 
last word: ‘Wliat the hell, if it doesn’t work. 
I’ll still wind up as the healthiest 
42-year-old in the world.’ 


M arch 1991: UJom Borg 

announces that he Is coming 
back. He is .'34 years of age and 
unlike Spi tz who stayed in touch.had not 
played competitive tennis for the past 
eight years. 

A lot had happened in those eight years. 
Firstly, his clothing company. Bjorn Borg 
Clothing, went under. In a sea of debts.He 
divorced Mariana Slntonescii. a 
Rumanian tennis player. He then met and 
moved in with 18 ycar-old Jannike 
Bjorlingand fathered a son named Robin 
who is now five years old. He then broke off 
with Jannike and married Italian rock 
singer. lx>n*dana Berte. In Feb. ’89. he was 
rushed to hospital from the Milan 
apartment of Berte. His stomach was 
pumped lor an ovcidose of sleeping tablets 
and indigestion tablets. There were 
rumours of a suicide attenipt and a 


'Truthfully, r 
wouldsayl 
am about 75% 
ds far as - 




nto Shape is 
concerned. 
That first 75% 
has taken six 
months. The 
remaining 
25% could 
tbke 10 years, 
lam fust 
hoping, it 
doesn^t' - 
Mark Spitz 


cocaine habit that was not proved 
conclusively. Then his marriage came 
under stress. The Catholic church was 
delaying recognising his divorce from 
Mariana and so, in effect, he married 
outside the church. His life was a restless 
search for some meaning-hencethe desire 
to return to tennis once again. 

He concurs, to a certain extent. 

’It is just desire’ he says, ’first of all 1 
missed tennis. I am coming back because 
I am 100% fit. I want to play. I want to win. 
I want the satisfaction. I am really hungry 
to get out there again.’ 

And so he began practising and the 
world looked on curiously. TTierc was this 
wooden racket which had become such a 
relic that the company which originally 
made it. Donnay. had closed down their 
factory. There were doubters all around 
and Ivan Lendl summed it up aptly: Borg 
is a very nice man and I wish him all the 
luck in the world, but 1 would Ije very 
surprised if he can break into the top 
levels. Tlie game has improved each year 
he’s been away. That in elTcci means he is 
16 years, not eight years behind. No 






human being can overcome that.' 

Then, on April 24th, the day of 
reckoning came. According to Borg, he 
would play this first tournament at the 
Monte Carlo Open and after that, he would 
move on to the French Open and the green 
grass ofWlmbledon. April 24th was a 
sunny day. The sky was blue, the weather, 
perfect. There was a slight nip in the air. 
The usually staid Monte Carlo Tennis 
Club was filled with over 7000 people. 
There were eminent people in the 
audience including Lennart Bergelin. 
Borg’s former coach and lllie Nastase. 

Borg was playing 
Jordl Arrese. ranked 
52nd in the world. 

He was the same: 
red. white and blue 
wristbands and 
headband, 'fhe 

Banners 

supporting Borg's 
comeback were 
unfurled at the 
Monte Carlo Tennis 
Ciub 





Bjorn Borg walks 
towards the court 
duringhis 
comeback first 
round match 



For the Others 
who hove so 
embellished 
our lives with 
their brilliant 
performances, 
a search for 
passion is 
imperative. 
They have to 
discover 
another 
occupation 
that gives 
them the 


satisfaction 

thattennisor 

swlmmirrgor 

othleticsgave 


familiar wispy beard. The slow, shy 
smile and that small wooden racket. It 
would seem as if the years had not rolled 
by at all. Till he started playing. And you 
knew then that he was far from his 
excellent best. His movements were slow, 
shots were missing the baseline, and he 
soniehow strangely seemed to lack the 
courage lo hit the ball as hard as he could. 

78 minutes later, Bjorn Borg had hit the 
dust. The score; 6-2,6-3. He later 
privately admitted that he was out of it. He 
w'ithdrew Ihjm the French Open and 
Wimbledon. Suddenly, his comeback too 
is In doubt. I lis game is rusty and 
surprisingly there was another discovery: 
he didn’t seem to have the motivation. 'Hie 
fire is gone, the age is not there and Ivan 
Lendl’s prophesy rings true. 

J ANUARY, 1991: Ben Johnson returns 
to international athletics at a meet in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 17,050 people 
turned up to watch. Johnson looked 
confident. He warmed up in front ol the 
crowd for almost forty-five minutes. Then 
he peeled off his green track suit and 
flexed his muscles. Straightaway, you 
rmticed that he had become smaller. He no 
longer had those bulging steroid - fuelled 
mu.scles of the past, lie was .slimmer, more 
human. His eyes were no longer red. The 
iTowd cheered. He had become a hero 
because he had come clean about his 
drug- taking. He went to the start. The gun 
cracked and Johnson had a poor start. He 
was trailing after four strides and it was 
only at the 35m mark, that he managed to 
get his legs moving. But it was too late. I ie 
came second and this set tlie pattern o' his 
performances in his comeback year. In his 
first ould<K)r lOOrn at Granada in May, he 
came fifth and the writing was on the wall. 
This was not the .same Johnson of the j 

Seoul Olympics. His most potent asset, a 
phenomenally exi)losivc start, had all but 
vanished. He could no longer work up the 
old speed. His comeback is now m 
sViambles. 1 Ie has even failed lo gel 
selection for the individual lOOrn event in 
the Canadian tram for the World Track 
and Field Champion.ships in Tokyo later 
this year. 

The end of a not her comeback story. 


T his year has been full of 

comebacks. And you wonder why 
athletes of supreme achievement 
like Spitz or Borg decide to make a 
comefjack. Their reasoning is .simple: the 
current standards are not loo high. They 
are fit. They think they have a chance. 
But is that the only re-ason? 






B»n Johnson: They have immense amounts of money. the headlines. To be courted by the elite of 

without steroids, They have reached the pinnacle of different nations. To win and achieve. All 

his speed was not achievement. Then they retired gracefuUy this vanishes from your life, 

the same anymore relief—that the long hours of And in tiieir idle moments, they must 

training and sacrifice were eventually have wondered whether they could make 

over. Then why this desire, after so many a comeback. And make a success of it like 

years, to make a comeback? George Foreman has. 

The answer seems to be asortofinner But George Foreman has been the 

emptiness. There is no excitement in their exception, the only one whose comeback 

life. There Is no purpose. There are no has worked. And who would have even 

goals. EJveiy day is the same. Nothing given him a chance in hell to make a . 

much happens. From the high paced success oflt? He was 42 years of age. obese 

adrenalin-driven lives of thelrearly youth. and weighing a heavy-duty 118 kgs. He 

to the slower, boring, uninspiring lives dT ■ was alow on his feet and ate voraciously, 
their later years. There is also the And he was trying to make a comeback in 

complete absence of adulation. the most dlfBcult of sports, boxing. And he 

Adulation can be very addictive. The hasdonewell. 

feeling that 20,000 spectators are See his statistics: In 25 comeback 

cheering for you and for you only. It can be fights, he managed to win 24. And out of 

an attractive thing to experience. To be in the 24, the rn^qrlty of thern were knock 






outs In the first or second round (so what if 
most of them were patsies). There was no 
doubt that he had Immense strength in 
his arm and legs. 

Despiteall the criticisms and doubts. 
Foreman managed to slug his way to a 
heavyweight title fight against Eivander 
(^^iuld. (no mean feat this), and fought 
i^ditably, lasting the full 12 rounds, 
losfng only on points. When he picked up a 
cba]$ 12.5 million, no one complained. His 
tplaleamings have been to the tune of $16 
$^on and that’s quite-a lot of money fjpr 
tfigi;il2'year-bld has«been heayywtflght 
chSro^pn. - - ' • : 

Tfeei^tof thecomeback guys th0 hwe 
scou^dpt Fqreiinait^ssucc^ and, . ’•’ 
wondc^^lttheybbuid emulate him. But - 
there tepnillel here.'Forem^ was 
an excej^ion,%i^lri his dwn sport. As" 


‘Foreman is a 
special case. 
Although he 
hasbeen 
inactive for 
ten years he 
wasn't 
adversely 
affected by 
the layoff as 
you might 
think because 
he never 
deper\dedon 
reflexes. His 
stytowos 
always fo 
stcdfc the other 
mphvpl^off 
puncH^h^d 
tputlh front of ^ 



Graham Houston. Edltmof Bouditg 
Month^ explains: ’Fcn%man is a special 
case. Although he has been inactive for 
ten years, he wasn’t adverse^ affected 
the layoff as you might think because he 
never depended much on reflexes. His 
style was alv/ays to stalk the other man, 
pick off punches on ^oves held out in front 
of him, push the opponent back and club 
him down.' 

‘Although older and heavier' Houston 
continues, “when he came bade he 
compensated for this with a style built on 
patience and a degree of craftiness. And he 
has not taken all that punishment in these 
comeback fights, because the other fellow 
was too busy defending. He is also big and 
strong and he's something of an 
immovable object, as Expander Holyfleld 
discovered. He doesn’t need the good legs 
of an All or a Holmes, because m 
essence, he’s a gun platform with a 
method based on 
power, not 
manoeuvrability. ’ 

For the others 
who have so 
embellished our 
lives with their 
brilliant 

performances, a 
search for passion is 
imperative. They 
have to dl.scover 
another occupation 
that gives them the 
deep satisfaction 
that tennis or 
swimming or 
athletics gave. U is 
only then that they 
can continue to feel 
the sense of 
fulfilment that they 
felt In the peak years 
of their sporting 
careers. It is tragic 
that when they retire, at age 26 or 30 
or 35. that is the age when people in other 
careers are just beginning to get a grip on 
their lives and to move forward to achieve. 
But In sport, things come to an end when 
you are young. Hence, the need for some 
other alternative passion. Otherwise, you 
have these aged heroes trying to rewind 
the clocks, hopiilg to experience the joys of 
winning once again. And ending up 
pathetically. 

'Hope springs eternal'John McEnroe 
once said. 

And sometimes, that's the pity. 

ShavHn Sa faiti sn 










fitnessH 




Anyoii* who' • IhCo Any 
(Cx^ipgMsX «>ort will bA 
imiAOlA 

jmigtlritn itw rtffi * T*t 






JUMP SQUATS: Keep the 
arms crossed over the 
chest and sguat till 
the thighs are 
parallel to the 
floor. Then jump 
straight up. as high 
as you can, landing 
and going back into 
the squat. Do 10 reps. 

BARBELL SQUATS: Get 
that barbell across 
your shoulders again, 
feet shoulder width 
apart. Now, keeping 
the back straight, 
bend your knees till 
the thighs are 
parallel to the 
floor, pause and 
return to the 
starting position. Go 
for 10 reps, adding on 
some more once you' ve 
got the hang of It, 

BACK LEG EXTENSIONS < 
You either need a 
weight machine which 
allows you to attach 
your ankle to a pulley 
eyateaor an ankle 
weight • Stand 
«trei«ht« Inhalaan^ * 


slowly to the 
startingpositlon. Do 
10 reps with the left 
leg, then swit rh to 
the right for 10more. 

EXTENSIONS: You need 
the right eguiisnent 
for this one. Lie fi^e 
down on anything that 
wi 11 al low you to hang 
the front of your body 
over« idille hooking 
your laga under 
anything fim. 

Looking your ftngetfs^ A 
behind your head« ” 

exhale and lift ytdk 
upperbodyaHI jf 

parallel he the » 
floor. PauiMitfeitOi 
ndiHSBhand laMeei , 


'‘'\y« 


. 





QAMAR AHMED 







E are living In a world 
of rapid political 
cliange, m which 
even recent values, 
power blocs and 
equations are 
changing. The rainillcatlons of this 
socio-political turbulence is being 
reflected in sport too. The Berlin Wall has 
crumbled and we have unified German 
sports teams. Sport has been a catalyst to 
break down barriers. Even at Italia ‘90. a 
Joint Korean football team was 
unthinkable. Yet the miracle occurred. 
North and South Korea played as one in 
the recent Junior World Cup at Portugal. A 
joint Korean squad for the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics is <>n the cards. 

After 1 he release of Nelson Mandela and 
the relaxing ol apartheid laws. South 
Alrica's sporting isolation was expected to 
decline. 1 iowever the haste with which 
South Africa has been re-admitted to the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
and the International Cricket Conference 
(ICC?) hiis raised quite a few eyebrows. The 
ultimate sporting miracle of the decade 
wa.s India, champions of non alignment 
and Hag bearer in the struggle against 
apartheid, proposing South Africa's case 
at the ICC meeting at Ixjrd'son July 10. 
With Nelson Mandela and his African 
National Congress (ANC) suppqrting the 
rc-enliy of South Africa in international 
sport, both India and Pakistan were 
e.xpecied to support the motion. But that 
India would actually move the proposal 
was a typical case of‘tnith is stranger than 
fiction''. 


REACTION AT LORO’S 


A S the lone Indian sportsjournalist 
at U)rd's this summer, it was quite 
weird to hear Colin Cowdrey, the 
ICC chairman announce that India had 
moved and Australia seconded the 
proposal, for re-admitting South Al'rlca. 
English journalists present made 
numerous caustic and sarcastic asides 


and comments on India's volte face. Some 
remarked aloud. There are lots of changes 
in India's foreign policy without a 
Gandhi-Nehru family member at the 
helm.’ Other acerbic remarks were, 'What 
has happened to India's moral struggle 
against apartheid.' 

West Indian journalists were quite hurt 
at India's stance. It maybe recalled that 
the Windies Cricket Control Board 
abstained from the voting. One senior 
Windies scribe remarked, ‘has apartheid 
really been lifted? Only the obnoxious 
‘pass laws' have been repealed and there is 
no segregation in public places. Some 
cosmetic political changes have been 
made to suit public opinion in the West 
which would enable western 
businessmen improve trade relations 
with South Africa. They arc still not a 
domocratic country, with one nlan. one 
vote. By proposing South Africa's name. 
India has given moral tustification to 
these cosmetic political changes in an 
essentially racial society Some scrllx’s 
implied that India, desperate for the IMF 
loan, are willingly adopting the view of the 
western world. The question that arises is 
why India rushed into a decision on a 
sensitive racist issue on which Hakistan 
procrastinated and the West Indies 
abstained? 


DEMANDS OF FOREIGN 
POLICY 


W AS India's decision politically 
motivated or mere pragmatism 
or sheer opporlujiism? Mr. 
Jagmohan Dalmlya. Sef-retary ol the 
Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BC?C1) and our chief representative at 
Lord'.s.said. The Govt, of India told us to 
support the motion. They took the 
decision after a Cabinet meeting. This was 
a very sensitive issue and we were guided 
by the foreign policy demands of our 
government.” On the crucial issue of 
apartheid crumbling, Mr. Dalmlya was 
forthright, saying. 'X^ether apartheid 


The Govt, of 
India told us 
to support 
the motion. 
This was a 
very 
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issue and we 
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does not arise. We may or may not." In 
other words, there was no clearcut 
directive for India to propose South 
Africa’s name at the ICC meeting. The 
Department of Sports at Shastri Bhavan 
also confirm this. They state that they 
received no official intimation from the 
Cabinet that the BCCl should move the 
proposal for South Africa's re-admittance. 

Did the BCCl or Dalmiya take this 
initiative on their own?'ITiere is 
apparently evidence that there may have 
been a trade offbetween Dalmiya and Mr. 
Krish MackerdhuJ, the Indian 
representative on the newly fonned 
United Cricket Board of South Africa. 
MackerdhuJ will urge the South African 
cricket board to support India's case for 
staging the lucrative World Cup in the 
near future. 

There was a dispute on this issue. 
England felt the venue should be by 
rotation. India felt the World Cup should 
go to the highest bidder. Maybe South 
Africa will support India in such a bid in 
the future. Expediency leads to strange 
bedfellows. 

Some of the members of the board are 
Justifying their stance by stating that the 
process of dismantling of apartheid has 
started. The breakdown of apartheid is 
seen as a sense of victory and a historic 
moment like the fall ol the Berlin Wall. 
India’s position is being justified as an 
example of hating apartheid but not the 
people of South iVrica. 

Glib reasoning but not morally 
Justifiable. But maybe dreams and moral 
virtues are to be forgotten in our rapidly 
changing world with it's emphasis on a 
global market economy. Mahatma 
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Netiru may not 
have approved of India's latest cricket 
stance on South Africa but then those 
were other times, other ideologies. 

Many cricket followers have felt that 
South Africa's case was being nished 
without actually being convinced that the 
black majority had been absorbed in the 
mainstream of cricket. The great Vivian 
Richards is quite convinced that South 
Africa should not be in tfie ICC till there is 
'one man, one vote.' India seemingly 
overeager to please and adopt a Western 
world view has stepped out of the crease 
once too often. By their stand at the ICC 
meeting at Lord’s, the BCCl may have 
gained a cricketing ally but India has lost 
the moral right to be the torch-bearer of 
the anti-racist movement in the world of 
sport. 


N»vy KaiMdla, Haw MM 
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QBAI.. onr of the tircatesl 
philtTsopher pools of the 
Indian sub-oontinoiil. onoe 
said: "The onh' ililn^> 
permanent in thisworicl is oiiangc." 

Unfortnnately, there are those 
who talk about some sort ol a 
Utopia that existed bolore the 
Paeker era when there were 
f*entlemcn fast bowlers who 
bowled fewer boiineers and 
genllemen captains who slopped 
■sletlt^lnf*’ and any 
unsportsmanlike behaviour. 

1 laving played Test and county 
eriekel since 1971.1 must have 
missed this Utopia, if it ever 
existed, because ever since I can 
remember, last bowlers always 
exploited weaknesses in batsmen. 
If a batsman could not play 
bouncers, hi' got more than his 
share. When 1 walked in to bat in 
my second'l est at heeds in 1974,1 
was exposed to more sledging than 
at any other instance in my career. 

There certainly were fewer 
bouncers before 197.'iand the 
reason was not because fast 
bowlers were more gentlemanly 
but simply bec ause there were 
fewer of them around. 

tJust as standards In athletic s 
rise with every Olympics, it is to be 
expected that the pace bowlers will 
get quicker as emphasis on 




physical liiness increases. 

Al l ording to E.W. Swanlon, I 
"portray Test cricket as a battle 
with no holds barred and physical 
courage against bouncers the chief 
ingredient." Actually. 1 said that 
courage, for me. is just one of the 
ingreclicnIs needed in the make-up 
of a world-class batsman. Others 
arc talent, intelligence and 
technique. 

II a play'cr has ambitions to plav 
the highest form of cricket, then he 
shcmlcl be equipped to deal with all 
types ol bowling, for Test cricket is 
the ultimate test of a cricketer. 

Anyone who cannot I'ope .should 
stay in third-classcrk'kel. 

Fast bowlers are not quite as 
dense as they are made out to be. 
When they see a batsman like 
Ramprakash effortlessly leave a 
bouncer, they'will not wa.ste their 
energy bowling short to him. as 
was so evident in England's third 
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One of Gavaskar’s classic shots—the hook—^whlch 
he used so effectively against the world’s fastest 
and most Inilrnidating bowlers 
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Test against the West Indies at 
Trent Bridge. 

On the other hand. Hick Is likely 
to be tested with the short ball until 
he developes a technique to cope 
with it. 

Since the ridiculous 
one-bouncer-per-over law was 
passed by the ICC. I have managed 
to get the views of some 
outstanding batsmen of their time. 

I did not talk to t he bowlers as tlielr 
views are obvious. Sunil Gavaskar, 
for example, thought the law was 
utterly foolish, and mediocre 
batsmen who do not have the 
technique or temperament for Test 
cricket are likely to benefit from It. 

Ian Chappell condemned It in 
much stronger terms, as did Bobby 
Simpson. Viv Richards. Clive 
Lloyd. Dennis Amiss. Mike 
Denness. Mike Proctor and even 
Desmond Haynes (a current 
opening batsman). 

When there was talk about this 
law last year. Gany Sobers 
considered it a big joke and could 
not believe that such a law could 
ever be passed by anyone who 
knows anything about cricket. 

All the above names felt that the 
law would do much harm to batting 
techniques. Batsmen will begin to 
pre-empt their strokes. For 
instance, the moment a fast bowler 
has bowled one bouncer, they will 
be looking to drive him off the front 
foot. 

The other aspect of the law that 
the ICC and Mr Swanton have 
failed to consider is its impact on 
cricket In the Indian 
sub-continent. After all, cricket 
does exist outside England. I'he 
pitches there are known to be a 
batsman's dream. 

Most of the wickets are a 






TIM ROBINSON (Notts 
captain): "A captain 
has the prime 
responsibility for his 
team playing within 
the spirit, but at any 
level he must play to 
win. If he has tour 
hostile fast bowlers, 
fair enough, he should 
be allowed to make 
maximum use of his 
playing resources." 


nightmare for fast bowlers, offering 
neither bounce nor sideways 
movement. For a fast bowler to 
have any chance of getting a 
batsman out, he has to keep 
varying his length. 

One of the greatest fast bowlers 
of all times, Dennis Ullee, toured 
Pakistan at the peak of his career 
and went wicketless In the first two 
Tests. In the third Test he got three 
wickets, two of them caught at 
mld-on and mld-off. Even If a 
tallender goes on the front foot to a 
fast bowler, without the threat of a 
bouncer he will become Ineffective 
on the lifeless wickets. 

When I was taken off for 
intimidatory bowling In Karachi in 
1976, the batsman 1 was supposed 
to be frightening was Richard 
Hadlee and he was batting on 60. 

Attendances in Test cricket are 
falling already as people In the 
Indian sub-continent cannot 
tolerate draws any more. One-day 
cricket has made huge gains at the 
expense of Test cricket, as It 
ensures results. 

The new law will tilt the game In 
favour of batsmen and Increase the 
possibility of draws. As it is. unless 
wickets are under-prepared. It Is 
difficult to bowl out teams twice. I 
also don’t agree with Mr Swanton 
that discipline can be enforced on 
the cricket field by the ICC making 
a players’ code of coduct or by 
appointing referees. 

Had the ICC bothered to consult 
the Test captains, they would have 
realised that unless neutral 
umpires are appointed this 
problem cam never be solved, 
according to Bobby Simpson, 
mamager of the Australian cricket 
team. 

The great acrimony between the 
Australians and the West Indians 
developed mainly due to the 
Austrmians losing confidence in 
the West Indian umpiring. 

1 would go so far as to say that the 
root cause of 90 per cenr ofaTl bad 
behaviour and indiscipline In 
international cricket Is when 
touring teams feel that they are 
playing against 13 people—11 
players amd the two umpires. 

If the ICC called a meeting of Test 
captains and managers, such facts 
would be likely to emerge. 

If captains are supposed to 
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New Zealand's John Wright 
facet a bouncer 
from England’s Devon Malcolm 

maintain discipline, then at least 
the ICC should hear the sort of 
problems they face In enforcing 
such discipline. Also, If the ICC do 
not have enough money to appoint 
an international panel ofTest 
umpires, why not have countries 
make bilateral agreements 
whereby they can employ umpires 
from a third country to supervise 
the matches? 

Pakistan have successfully 
experimented with neutral 
umpires and it does not cost that 
much. 

It Is obviously much easier for 
umpires from a third country to 
enforce Law 42 about intimidatory 
bowling. 
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LAW 42 AND THE ICC 
INITIATIVE 
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MOHAMMED 
AZHARUDDIN 
(Hampshire and 
captain ^ India): "If 
batting is your 
profession you should 
be good enough to 
handle however 
much short-pitched 
bowling a bowler 
gives you." 









GUEST COLUMN 


EASY, 


Viv Richards tries to restrain the ICC who are gan^ng up to 
cripple the WMjit Indies’ fast bowling strength with the 
introductibn of the controversial bouncer law 
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VER since 
we have 
beenpn 
tophiTest 
cildiet, 
there have 
been people denigrating 
us and trjdng to shift the 
goalposts in the hope of 
bringing us down to their 
level. 


That is what, it seems 
toipe, has been 
h^pening all over again 
. WUie recent meeting of 
we International CrlcJtet 
Council when they 
agreed to change the 
laws regarding bouncers. 

The president of our 
cricket board. Clyde 





Walcott, has spoken out 
against the decision to 
limit the bowling of 
bouncers to one an over 
and I fully support him. 

Over the years. West 
Indies have seen a 
concerted effort to 
cripple our strength, our 
fast bowlers. Perhaps one 
day those countries that 
hatched the plan to limit 
bouncers will produce 
fast bowlers to match 
ours. Then, no doubt, 
they will rewrite the rule 
book once more. 

I didn’t know, and nor 
does any batsman worth 
his salt, that the game 
needed these changes or 
that we needed 
protecting. How many 
batsmen have been 
seriously Injured or died 
because of a bouncer? 

It's just crEuqr. 

In the Caribbean last 
year, we 
didn't 
hear an 
outciy when Devon 
Malcolm was bowling at 
us. He hardly everh^ a 
mld-off or an extra-cover 
which shows what the 


Curtly AmbroM 
rodurtton* 
lltfoughandbif 
bbttlatoon 












Nobody sees Patrick. But 
take away the bouncer 
and he can be handled 

length of his deliveries 
were. 

No-one complained 
when Lillee and 
Thomson were firing 
them in short at us in the 
1975-76 series in 
Australia when we were 
humiliated 5-1. People 
then said (hat we were 
wimps and cowards and 
had no guts. But there 
was no fuss at that time. 

Why? Because it was 
the West Indies who were 
on the recehing end. 
There seemed to be a 
view in these other 
countries then that It 
didn’t matter: that 
because we had plenty of 
practi('e in our domestic 
game wc could handle 
bumpers. That is 
absolute rubbish. What 
has happened is that 
other countries. Jealous 
of our success, have 
ganged up to defeat us, 
not fairly on the field of 
play but behind closed 
doors in the safety of 
their armchairs. And it 
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bomicen Will protfucefMC. 
lH»wler» to match oara. ThMi, no 
floiiht, they will Kwrlte the ntle 
hook once more 




won’t stop until they 
have achieved their goal 
of ending our dominance. 

it makes It all the 
worse that the ICC 
officials who plotted to 
destroy the virility of the 
game were fawning to let 
South Africa back Into 
world cricket. Everyone 
agrees that the 
non-racial South African 
cricket body has made 
serious strides, but we 
are only talking about 
half measures. At the 
moment, tlie 
government there is 
saying. "As a black man. 
you can come into my 
house tomorrow and 
drive in my ceu* the 
following day." 

I find it totally 
ridiculous that on that 
basis everybody drops 
t heir guard. One man, 
one vote seems to me the 
appropriate moment to 
lift the sporting 
sanctions. If pressure 
was still applied, that 
would bring them into 
line. 

I don't know whether 
the ICC have done their 
homework. I find It 
ridiculous, but quite 
typical of the people In 
charge of International 
cricket. 1 was amazed 
everyonejumped so 
quickly on to the 
bandwagon concerning 
the reinstatement of 
South Africa. It would be 
wonderful to have them 


Why didn’t the ICC rewrite the ruies when 
Thomeon wee hurling them chert in the 
Seventiee? 
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"THE BOUNCER IS i! 
WASTEOBALL" 

Ah argument on theeffiicacy of botincer law 
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I T IS no surpdse that there seems to be a 
more or less unanimous view among county 
cricketers that the ICC were mistaken when ^ 
thqr agreed to restrict the number of bouncers 
bowled to one per batsman per bowler. i 

The sanction is, afteraU, an artiilcial, 
imperfect one. Those who have expressed their ; 
views, however, overlook a number of points. 

The first Is that this is an experiment, to be 
conducted over three years, and only when it 
has been tded and found wanting should it be 
condemned. That the present Law 42 Is 
inadequate is as unanimous a view among 
administrators and spectators as the apparent 
opinion of players that it is acceptable. 

Those who watch can see perhaps more r. 
Clearly how often the botmcer is a negative, 
wasted ball off which, on most pitches, the ,, 
majority of batsmen cannot or do not try to score 
runs. A waste of time, in fact 
It becomes a hiore serious Issue than mere 
boredom, or lack of entertainment, when there 
is a serious question of physical danger. Imran 
Khan understandably ar^es the right for the 
bowler to imsettle the batsman mentally-—put 
the wind up him. If you wrtll—but the logical 
conclusion of his argument, with some umpires 


on some jritches. is anarchy. ' , 

I am not suggesting that the game shoulff ; • ’ 

Sfmply.be a bonanza for batsmen. The point that 
too many professional bowlers miss ts that they 
do £h«mse/ves a disservice by bowling too short".’ v' 1 
too often. One look at most pitches at the end of; , 
a day ofTest or country cricket is enough to , ' 

show from the red marks in the middle, how ' !' 

many balls are pitched short. , 

Why are Allan Donald and Waqar YOunls the ' 
two most successful bowlers in country criciak 
this season?To answer that, Itls ■ 

because they bowl like the wind is only half the \ 
point. They also pitch the ball up, seeking and 
gaining most of their wickets by bowling out ' 
batsmen, Ibws and slip catches. y , '' 

Batsmen have been hit since Hambledon : ■, 
days: cricket is, in the non-sexist sense, a man^ . 
game and so 11 always will be. But a vicioUs..Wa. 
dangerous one it should never be. ; 

Ifthere is a ftindamental difference of opinion . 
on this matter between those who play the game , ' 
professionally and those who, by supporting 
them as sponsors or spec tators. actually pay 
their wages, let the umpires, who must — ■ 

administer the laws, be the arbiters. 

Christophsr Martin Janklna 


back but I have a feeling 
that something isn’t 
right. 

Cricket should look 
into this further and 
ensure that human 
rights are not still being 
ei^ed. I hope they deal 
with those sensitive 
areas rather than the 
pettiness of bumpers. 

Because of the ways of 
the cricket 

administrators trying to 
cripple the strength of 
our preople, they are 
goli^ to mar this game of 
cricket. We’ve had 
evidence of that in 
one-day cricket because 
some umpires could not 
get the bumper rule right. 

There are surely more 


Important matters to be 
put right than trying to 
undermine the ability of 
a country just because it 
is the top dog. They won’t 
destroy us though. In the 
end class is permanent, 
while form is only 
temporary. The pygmies 


of today will still be lire 
little men tomorrow. 

Regardless ofwiiat 
happens, people And 
ways of getting round It. 
Certain rules are made to 
be broken. History 
leaches us that. 

1 won’t wear a helmet 


llicM arc vorely mof« imp<irtsuit 
mCtCM toJie put right than 
tr^hg toitiigcriiiine die ability of 
a ^ouilt^JuttiHscaiifc it is the top 

dunigh. Ihc pyaosics of today 


lough. me pygoucs Off tooa 
will still he the little men 
tomonrow 


but I’ve taken my share 
of blows and I’ve been hit 
on the head. 1 don’t give a 
thought to the possibility 
of death or serious Injury 
while I’m out in the 
middle, but the chance 
always exists. In some 
quarters here I suspect 
tliere was quite a lot of 
glee when England were 
in the Caribbean in 1990 
and people could see on 
telexTsion the ball ll)dng 
at my head 

But you will never hear 
me complain. I’ll leave 
that to the men in the 
committee room. Dellah 
robbed Samson by 
cutting off his hair, but 
the ICC men won’t do 
that to us. # 










Hick*s sad trot in 
seven Test 
innings this 
year—6,6,0,43, 
0,19 and 1 
(aggregate 75, 
av. 

10.17)—looks 
positively rosy 
put against one 
of the game’s 
all-time hall of 
famers 40 years 
ago. In eight 
Test innings for 
England against 
Australia in 
1950-51, the 
onliest Denis 
Compton scored 
3,0,0,23,5,0,11 
and 11 (agg. 53, 
av. 7.57) 






It;:- 








Graeme Hick: 
apocalyptic 
Teat summer? 


ocalypse Now 







G raeme hick 

caji take some 
eonsolation 
from his. so far. 
aporalyptlcTest match 
summer. So can Michael 
Atherton and Allan Lamb. 

Such an abysmal run of 
scores can happen to the 
veiy best. 

For instance Hick's sad 
trot in seven Test innings 
this year—6.6.0.43.0. 19 
and I (aggregate 75. av. 

10.71)— looks positively 
rosy put against one of the 
game’s all-time hall of 
ramers 40 years ago. 

In eight Test innings for 
England against Australia 
in 1950-51. the onliest 
Denis Compton scored 3. 
0.0.23,5.0.11 and 11 
(agg. 53. av. 7.57). 

Then Denis came home, 
hit a brilliant century 
against Soutli Africa in the 
first Test of the 1951 
summer, and scored three 
more hundreds, plus a 


double century, in Tests 
before his gammy knee 
forced him to retire. 

Even more comfort for 
young I lick in the early 
record of C.'omptoir's 
famous Middlesex and 
England "twin." Bill 
Edrich. 

In his first two series 
(1938 V Australia, and the 
following winter v South 
Africa) Edrich started off 
5.0. 10. 12.28. 12.4. 10. 

0 . e. and 1 (agg. 88, av. 8). 
He had been going in 
further down the order 
with each successive flop. 
At the twelfth time of 
asking. England's 
captain. W^ly I Irunmond, 
on a whim at Durban in 
the Timeless Test" 
promoted him to No. 3. Bill 
hit a glorious 219- -and 
well over a decade later 
was still England's brave 
and valiant first wicket 
down. 

Here is another list of 
successive scores which 
might also give heart to 
England's top order 
batting ballast as they 
prepare tremulously to 
face up to the West 
Indian’s 

mercilcssly-bHlliant -pace- 
-barrage again at The Oval 
0.3,4.13.4,46.0,45.16. 


70.25,19.7. and 16. 

'Those are the runs 
Vivian Richards, the 
accepted master of his 
generation, has scored tn 
competitive matches for 
the Leeward Islands 
against Barbados since 
1979. A single 
half-century in 14 
innings, at an average of 
20. And Barbados, we all 
know, have produced the 
finest and most deadly fast 
bowlers of the age. 

Hick might also lake 
some consolation from the 
words of Sir Donald 
Bradman. Denis Compton 
once told me that at the 
end of that awful trot of his 
in Australia 40 years ago. 
he approached The Don 
for advice. 

Said the great man: 
"Have confidence in your 
talent, and patience in 
your confidence. Wlien 
you lose confidence you 
play across the line, and 
root your feet to the crease 
like trees. Patience equals 


Hick might also 
take some 
consolation 
from the words 
of Sir Donald 
Bradman: 

"Have 

confidence in 
your talent, and 
patience in your 
confidence. 
When you lose 
confidence you 
play across the 

line." 


confidence equals 
footwork--equals a pile oi 
centuries." 

It was to work at once m 
Compton's case. In Hick’s 
too, ere long, one has no 
doubt. • 



?***Not Yet/ Hick 
















WORLD OPEN SQUASH. AUSTRALIA 



TTXXl? 

MAN ' 
IN 
THE 

SHADOWS 


RODNEY MAKTIN. 
winner aft he World 
Open, hiifi been walking 
in the shadows ol his 
more celebrated peers in 
the squash circuit, and 
the reality that he had 
yet to win a major squash 
title made him a very 
desperate man. Despite 
being considered one of 
the game's most talented 
sons, he often burnt out 
at the final moment. 

Therefore, trying to 
read his state of mind or 
level of form ha.s been 
like trying to find your 
way through a labyrinth. 
It has been said that the 
25~year-old is so gifted 
that he is the envy of his 
juniors, .simply because 
he plays a brand of 
attacking squash, better 
known as "taking the bull 
by its horns'. But more 
often than not he has 
been gored by the bull 
because of his desperate 
tactics. 


As Is the case with all 
tremendously talented 
sportsmen, there is that 
one chink in their 
armour and Martin's 
fault is ihal he needs to 
be Inspired to put up a 
great performance. Well, 
one thing is for certaiaat 
the World Open he was 
not only inspired but 
elevated to a level where 
nothing or nobody eould 
touch him. 



S EEDED 

FIFTH in an 
all-star 
tournament 
meant 
nothing, 
because past records 
indicate that. Martin was 
sure to drop off 
somewhere early along 
the way because of his 
fragile temperament. 

But in the quarter-final 
match against world No. 

1 Jansher Khan, the 
matador started his 


teasing. There was no 
stopping the deluge of 
winners that flowed from 
Martin's racket, and as 
Jansher admitted 
ruefully after the match. 
“Rodney, as always is a 
veiy difficult player to 
cope with. Everyone 
knows that when his 
strokes are coming, he 
can upset any top player. 
Durirg our match he Just 
kept attacking and didn't 
let up. Usually there gets 
a stage when he starts to 
miss his strokes as he 
goes for the inch-perfect 


kill. That has lost him 
many matches in the 
past, but tonight it was 
different.” The score line 
read 15-8,15-7, 15-9 
and the demolition had 
taken only 38 minutes. 

On the other side, 
Jahangir Khan, with 10 
British Open titles to his 
name, stUl maintained 
his confounding magic. 
Ross Norman of New 
Zealand anothervlctim 
of his lethal art. 

Although Norman at 32 
is four years older than 
Jahangir Khan, he has 
played less than 
Jahangir over the last 
five years and Jahangir 
joking about that said, 
“He hadn’t been under 
the same kind of 
pressure like me during 
these past five years. 
That makes me older!” 
Jahangir’s peifoimance 
that night proved that 
the pressure he has been 
under for the last five 















resounding with the calls 
of let and arguments 
with the referee. It was 
less of a match and more 
of a traffic Jam, with both 
players constantly in 
eac h others way. and as 



J ANSHER 
KHAN’S 
manager. Greg 
Hutchings 

openiy admits that he 
told him lo argue with 
(he referee. This is a 
common practice 
today and these 
managers are neither 
nuisance maikers nor 
nut cases, rather it is 
an intelligent 
approach to draw 
attention to one of the 
most Important 
problems facing 
squash today. 

Finally this strategy 
is working because 
after the World Open 
in Adelaide.Jahangir 
Khan commented, 
"The time has come 
when all top players 
feel that a panel of 
referees who will 
travel with the circuit 
Is necessary. 
Otherwise, we get 
referees, some of 
whom do not 
understand top level 
squash. This is more 
so when all they have 
seen are club 
matches." 

Unfortunately the 
standard of refereeing 
around the world has 
often left a lot to be 
desired, and with the 
Increase in financial 
rewards and Intense 
competitive pressure 
on the players, the 
man in charge should 
know the rules and 
wlien to Impose them. 
It has been admitted 





The final between 
Jahangir Khan and 
Rodney Martin was 
ruthless 

that most tournament 
organisers, 
nowadays, prefer to 
take the shortcut and 
have referees who do 
not meet up with the 
standards because of 
high over head costs. 

Although player 
conduct has 
deteriorated over the 
last decade, the referee 
should not'be in awe 
of the players. He 
must remember that 
his word is law, and 
although mistakes 


can be made, a firmer 
stand has to be taken. 
The pressures created 
by constant bickering 
with the players 
during a match can 
only be combated 
wltf* a greater 
understanding of the 
rules of the sport. 

That comes through 
experience. 

In the next 

International Squash 
Players’ Association 
meeting, Jahangir 
Khan has said that he 
will push for the pariel 
of referees who will 
travel the circuit with 
the players. 


! a result an extraordinaiy 
number of lets were 
awarded. It was a repeat 
of this year's French and 
British Open, as both of 
them have this tendency 
to be over - aggressive 
with each other and what 
happened at Adelaide was 
a continuation of their 
animosity on the court. 
But what ever might 
have happened, this 
time around Rodney 
Martin tamed the charge 
of the bull. 

After the match 
Jahangir Khan, never 
one for complaining, 
said, “It was hard to play 
against him because 
most of the time he was 
disrupting me by 
pushing and 1 cf'uldn't 
concentrate on the game. 

“I was scared of giving 
a point away. When 1 was 
at the front of (he court 
and trying for a drop shot 
hewasjust bumpingirilt) 
me and most times he 
was getting a let or a 
stroke on that." 

Martin retorted. "1 was 
only running through to 
the ball and if he steps 
back in my way I'm not 
going to stop dead in my 
tracks. No one can do 
that if you are running 
full pelt. 

"It was a matter of me 
trying to get to the ball to 
show the referee that I 
had made an effort to get 
to the ball. You don’t 
show the effort, you don't 
get the let." 

And controversy, be 
damned, anew 
champion and a 
deserving one,flnally 
emerged from the 
shadows. 

Rodney Martin, has 
proved that the 
inspiration was there in 
front of his home crowd 
and lived up to the 
reputation of being ‘the 
magician of the modem 
game. 

A CsrrrapondMrt 
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QUESTIONS 


I Wlieii 

. Spmdon Louis 
won the marathon 
event in the lust 
modern Olympu 
j^^amesm Athens a 
bar her promised to 
shave liiin Iiee loi 
hie and a 
rest.inr.itenr 
oiler (d him liee 
mi als Fiul did 
Louis want and who 
lullilii d his desires ’ 

2 In l‘H')4 I 
• Ik i aiiie the 
(list man ever to win 
ihi Oh m|ii( 
maiathon twu i I 
was also ti 
bodv^uard<il the 
[dliiopian Palac i 
\V ho tim 1 ’ 

3 hlenlilv tilt 
• Ni w /( aland 
illili ti who look to 
niiiiiiiii> to iind an 
outli I loi his 
ae.uli imc lailuii s 
and m.itiiie'd into 
OIK ol iIk ail tmu 
t<i( lit middli 
(listaiue luiim IS in 
the period belott' 
the 1M()1 lokvo 
Olvnipu s''' 

4 What IS 
• (oinmon to 

Munav Halbert*. 
Hater Johnson liill 
Neulei Karolv 
Takat'' Shelly 
Mann Wilniti 
Rudolph. Walter 
Davis .md 'raty.1ir<i 
Ka/ankma'^ 

S Amenean 
• Olympic 

hammer throw f<old 
medallist Harold 
C'onnolly was a 
haridK'apped 
athlete What was 
the nature ol his 
disability? 


What was Ji'sst I world to swim the 


e Whatwasjesv 
• Ovvt ns 
i*ieati st athletic 
pi itorm.uK e 
ouIskU the 
Olympu (lamtrs' 

7 1 in.mt i<il 

• ( iisis 

t ompelli'd whii h .ill 
(line Olympu 
sup( ist.ii to run 
<ii>.misl 
motoK v< les 
hoist s.inti iloiis ’ 

8 1his 

• Amt lit an 
swiiniiut w.is the 
Inst man in tlu 

ANSWERS 


IDOmts in under 
oneiniiiute He won 
live golds 111 two 
OlymiMi s and 
matt lung with the 
mimbei ol medals 
married live tunes 
Identily him 

9 F’eople don 1 
• lememhei 
world ret ortIs Thev 
rtmembei tinlv 
woildth.mipions 
Who said tlu se 
woids ’ 

T ^ Wliuh 
JL V/ .Olympu 


1 A horse and a csri so that he could carry watei 
from Ills village and sell it in Athens It was fulfilled by 
King George of Greece 

2 AbebeBikila 

3 Petei Snell 

4 They were all handicapped athletes wtio became 
Olympic champions 

5 His left arm was two-thirds the size of tiis right arm 
and was totally dead He had fractured thiif 13 times 
as a child and it never healed properly 

6 He equalled one and bettered five world records 
within 45 minutes in the Big Ten championships m 
Ann Arbor Michigan 

7 Jesse Owens 

8 Johnny Weissmuller 

9 Daley Thompson 
to VasilyAlexeyev 

1 1 Toofilo Stevenson of Cuba 

12 He IS the only man to win the lonq-distance 
treble 5 000m 10 000m and the marathon in one 
Olympic Games 0 952) 

13 Because a reporter pointed out that Thorpe had 
played professional basketball His medals were 
restored in January 1983 by IOC president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch 

14 In the 1948 London Olympics Maharashtra 
policeman K D Jadhav did it in the freestyle bantam 
weight wrestling 

15 Stockholm 
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weightliHor stai led 
bis career by lifting 
fhea\les olbiokc n 
i ai nages and 
tndi'd upas the 
st longest man m 
the Sev enties' 

11 i’rolessional 
J. • bOMIIg 
ticatsalightei like 
.1 (omniodily lobe 
bought and sold 
.mil disc .11 di (I 
wilt n hi IS no 
longei ol use 
Wliii h thiee time 
Olv mpK 
be aw weight 
(bampion said thi‘' 
while tinning down 
a two million clollai 
nllcrtotinn 
jnoli ssioiiiil' 

1 ry ( /ei h 
X au .eypii ss 
Lnnl /.itopt k s 
imuiiK 

<11 hievt nit nt is still 
unpai.illelil in 
Dlvmpii Instoiy 
What IS n ‘ 

1 O Wbv w.is 
X O • Jim 
Hioipc tlu lb 12 
Olv mpu (let .ithloii 
and pc nt.ithlon 
I bampion stiippi'd 
ol his gold med.ils 
.milwlurtiwell they 
ic'stoic'il to him ^ 

1 A 

J. “ • IndepcMuIen 
( e. only one Indian 
spin Isnuin has 
I been able to win .in 
inilivuln.il bion/e 
tuc'dal in the 
Olvnipu g,lines 
Who w IS h'* and 
vvhai was his ev enf' ’ 
1 pr numgli 
X O • Mi*lbimine 
sl.iged the 1456 
Olympu (janu's 
the equestrian 
I'vc'nts wc le held 
somewlieie else 
Name the venue''' 




O N August 16. 
1987 

thousands of 
mourners in 
Memphis. Tennesse 
silently paid homage to 
Elvis Presley, on the 
tenth death anniversary 
of rork'n' roll’s most 
enduring legend. On the 
same day. miles away on 
America's West Coast. 
another set of fans, 
celebrated the 74th 
confrontation between 
two «)thcr enduring 
legends; Chris Evert and 
Martina Navratilova. 

Evert won that 
.semi-final encounter 
f)-2. 6-1 and though her 
head-to-head record 
with Navratilova now 
stood at 35-39. her 
victory was of much 
greater relevance, for it 
could detennine a new 
passage in tennis 
hisloty. Ayoung. slim, 
stunning 18-year-old 
('icrman girl would play 
Evert in that linal. and if 
she won. would depose 
Martina Nav ratilova as 
the workl No. 1.1 ler 
nameVSlclli Ctnif 

"My father ami I were 
talking about the 

ranking before the 
match". said Oral after 
winning "and he said it 
wasn't possible. After the 
match lie came up to me 
and .said 1 was No. 1". 

And so she was. and 
would be. till March 
1991 when another 
young, slim, stunning, 
girl, this one 17 years old 
and Yugoslav would 
depose her. Her name: 
Monica Seles. 

On August 5. 1991, 
eleven days before Elvis 
Presley's 141h death 
anniversary, again on 
America’s West coast 
another tennis match of 
historical relevani'e was 
played. Monica Seles 
versus Jennifer Capriati 
in the Ilnalsofthc Mazda 



Tennis Classic II Seles 
lost. Stefll Grnt would 
become No. 1 again, 
which is exactly what 
happened. The wheel 
had come full circle. 

If there is a subtle 


element of coincidence 
in Grafs ascension in 
1987 and then in 1991. 
there is some absurdity 
too. In 1987 Graf became 
No. 1 by 7/lOthsof 
point. a rather tenuous 


Top to RanWngs ■ 

2) Monica Salea , : 

3) Qabtiela Sabatihi 

4) Arant3taSanch«z ' . 

5) Martina Navratilova. 

6) Ma^ Jo Fernandez 

7 iConchita Martinez . 

8) Jennifer Capriati. 

9) Jana Novotna 

. 10) Manual Malaeva-Pragrii 


margin, yet if the 
eompnierean explain 
that, it will have a 
tougher lime eouvinclng 
lay people how Graf 
could become No. 1 in 
1991 by Seles losli ig. not 
to her but somebody 
else. Confusing, what? 

The<'ornputerof 
course is beyond 
conversation (though 
nowadays you cjin't be 
too sure) but the Wl'A 
(Women.s Tennis 
Association) docs hav'c 
an explanation. A 
players points last on a 
comput(T for only one 
year—i.r. .52 weeks. .So il 
a player (e..x. Seles) wins 
atounmmenl in August 
1990 and (“ams 2.50 
points, th<‘n cluringtiic 
corresponding period in 
August 1991 those 
points will be fall off the 
computer. So Soles, not 
having been able to win 


The Ne.1 



Steffi Graf is back where she belongs 













'HMHK 


(Monday, Augusts ) 

1) MonioeSetes $967,758 

2) Gabriela Sabatini $828,671! 

3) Steffi Graf $807,336 

4) Arantxa Sanchez $523,627 . 

5) J ana Novotna $469,094 

6) Mary Jo Fernandez $434,622 
7> Martina Navratilova .$373,536 
8j Natalia Zvereva $305,402, , 

9) Oigi Fernandez $264,953 

10) Jennifer Capriati .$264,917 ' 
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the lillf afijainst Capriati, 
did not earn enough 
point s U) stay ahead of 
Graf and thus dropped to 
No. 2. One vital factor 
this summer was that 
Graf won the maximum 
number of points at 
Wimbledon by winning, 
while Seles' nt) show 
m<‘aiit sfie would not 1 

earn even the minimum. 
Nevertheless, if you re 
still confused there is no 
cause for vv()rr>'- tennis 
pundits themselves have 
given up on I he I 

fompiIter's ranking ' 

system. i 

Graf s jileasurc on j 

regalnii ig her No. 1. .spot 1 

rnusi be cc}ioed by the j 

’^TA. for Seles' much | 

publicised | 

niisadvent lire's have 
throwii an ugly shadow 
over the women's tour. 
Unable to provide a 
medical ecrtilieate in 
time for missing the 
Federation Cup, Seles 
should be ineligible for 
the Barcelona Olympics, 
but for superstars, as is 
well known, rules are 
eaily bent. She could 
regain the No. 1 spot by 
winning the U.S. Open, 
but a resurgent, 
confident Graf no doubt 
has similar ideas of her 
own. 

So perhaps does 
another young, slim, 
stunning girl. Her name? 
Gabriela Sabatini. 

RohitBrUnath 








ENCOUNTER 


^1 told Azhar 


Hyderabad opener ABDUL AZEEM now finds his Ranji 
career in doubt because of a confrontation he had with 

Azharuddin 


A CRICKIC'I'KR slionki alwjiys 

avoid any sort ol fonfroiilation 
with ids c aptain bci Jiiise tins 
could jroparciisc his career. The 
ca])tain always finds favour with the 
authorities, 'fake the case ol dashlnj* 


"Aididrsdidi 
‘whdtdoyou 
t^ink of 
yourself? 

He said that i 
played 
gulUe danda 
and not for 
the side. I 
was furious" 



Hyderabad 31 -year-old opener Abdul 
Azeem, who has represented 1 lyderabad 
for the last eleven years (51 Rai iji 
matches; career best was 303 ai^ainst 
Tamil Nadu in 1986 and can also take 


credil for giving his team 114 nir.s in the 
Ranji final victojy against Delhi in 1987). 
Never during all these years has Azccm 
been in the bad books efi his captains he 
has playc'd under; whether it was Ajit 
Wadekar, Gunciappa Viswanulh. Shivl.il 
Vadavand many otlu'rsboth in his bank 
and Ranji teams. Suqirlsingly, the issue 
which now secinslo be jeojiardising 
Azc'cin's career, involvc-s Indian and 
Hyderabad captain Mohaniincci 
Azharuddin 

The story goes back to Hyderabad's 
Ranji Trophy quarter final against Hihar 
at Ranchi this v<‘ar. It was here where the 
Azhar-Azeem controversy bc'gan. The 
Press rial urally look the India skipper s 
side without apparently taking Azcimi's 
side of the story. When Azc*em t'ame to 
witness the Lebanon-Syria pre-Olympic 
soccer match at the l>al Bahadur Stadium 
this coiTCspondenl approached him to 
find out his side of the story, initially he 
was a bit hesitant but gradually began to 
come out with the story. 

1 lyderabad were chasing Bihar's first 
innings total of208-not a big total for 
Hyderabad to catch. Opener Azeem after 
getting out to Hai'i Gldwanl for 78 runs off 
74 balls (not a bad score), felt quite 
disappointed for he had "planned his, 
innings." 

"1 wanted to give the team a good start 
because the wicket was veiy bad and 
therefore tried to ac'cjuire the most runs 
with the new ball. 1 was honestly playing 
forthe team and not for myself as Azhar 
accused me of." says Azeem. "When 1 was 
back in the pavilion Azhar scolded me as 
he thought that 1 was only Interested In 





playlDfJ for myself....and that I was out to a 
bad shot." 

Don't iorsci Arshad Ayuh and myself arc 
the senior most players in the Hyderabad 
team, (both of us made our debut against 
Bcnjial in ’79). Azhar should have been 
more t arefiil with how he b<*haved 
towards us. Atid don't tell me that the rest 
of the team couldn’t notch up the 
remaininf; 90-odd runs with 9 wickets in 
hand. To Azhaf 1 may have been out 
cheaply, but how much did he contribute? 
Only 10 runs." 

"One wonders why Azhar had to pick on 
me. I was sipping a glass of water after my 
knock and he kept on nagging me, but 1 
kept silent. 1 controlled myself. But then 1 
began to get Irritated and told him “what 
are you cribbing about?' Azhar replied; 
"What do you think of yourself? Is this 
the way to bat?" 

This angered me and I bluntly told 
Azhar t hat he needn’t tell me how to play. 
I've played enough cricket. As it is 1 missed 
my century and got upset about it. But 
Azhar said that I played goalie danda and 
not for the side I was iurious and told him 
tojust f...ofr." 

Nothing happened thereafter. Nobody 
eiifiuircd about the incident. "On my part 1 
kept quiet and didn’t bother to take up the 
issue with the manager. But Azhar had 
sometliing else in mind. He complained to 
the manager and the punishment was 
that I was disbarred from playing tlic Kanji j 
seiiiis against Bombay which we lost." j 

The disciplinary committee headed by I 
former Indian skipper Ghulam Ahmed. j 
i-alled for a peace parley. But according to | 
A/.eem, Azharwas not ready to j 

comirromise. "whereas I was ready to | 

patch it up' said Azeem. 

Azhar, it seems,stlll wants that action be 
taken against Azeem. What is perturbing 
according to Azeem is that; "When as a 
Junior Azhar played under me he 
always sought my advice." But the 
once'Azeem Mmf has now Irecome an 
enemy. "Being the India captain he should 
bi-have in a more sensible manner. He did 
a very cheap ihing. It's unbecoming of a 
captain." says Azeem. 

In such an explosive situation will 
Abdul Azeem find a place in the State team 
for the next Ranji fixtures? 

"1 have already scored three centuries in 
the local league. That is I'm playing well 
and that should find me a place in the 
Hyderabad team." 

Inshaallah. 

SubhMh taicart Hydarabad 
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SHiVlAl YADAV 


”1 told Kapil not to 
wheretobowr 


SPORTSWORLD: It seems you are 
gathering player support around you 
to challenge the present Hyderabad 
cricket establishment. We gather that 
you are going to contest for the Jt. 
secy or the secretary's post of the 
Hyderabad Cricket Association? 

SHIVIALYADAV: me put this 

very clearly. As per our 
constitution we can contest for a 
ofllcer bearer's post only if we have 
served one term as a member of the 
executive committee. I certainly 
have my ambitions, but then I’il 
have to wait till May 92 when the 
elections will be held. I only want to 
remain in the game—in the 
administrative sldt^—maybe as a 
Jt. secretary or the treastirer. 1 
would like to contrlbule lo cricket 
from any angle. 

What about your so called 
‘breakaway* campaign? Have you 
begun canvassing for next year? 

This is relatively a new thing for 
me because when 1 started as a 
cricketer it was quite difficult for 
me to campaign for the right group. 
Like the players panel who 
opposed the ruling bodies. But as 
things stand at the moment most of 
the pasi (1988 players) and the 
current lot have got together and 
decided to support me. This has 
given me a lot of confidence to 
convince the secretaries of the 
other affiliates of the HCA. That 
should give me the edge. But mind 
you I only got into contesting for 
office after retiring. 

What then could be the main 
reason for you to fight the elections. 
Are there any particular reasons? Like 
getting involved in the construction 
work of the stadium to be built at 
Secunderabad in which there is huge 
money involved? 

Rubbish. I have nothing to do 



with the building of the stadium 
which was planned in 83-84. But 
for some reason or other it did not 
materialise. Right now things seem 
to be moving in the right direction. 
You once had a tiff with Kapil Dev? 
Remember, you never played for India 
after that? 

Oh, that was a minor issue. You 
can ignore it. But since you insist 
well... I was playing my last Test 
match at Bang^ore in 1987 where 
the wicket was turning vrith the 
result that scoring of runs were 
slow. Both Kapil as captain and mi 
as the leading off spinner were 
under pressure. He wanted me to 
get wickets quickly. It so happened 
that while Kapil was fielding at 
backward shortleg he was often 
pointing at me where to bowl at the 
time of my run up. Then Rameez 
Raja was clean bowled by me and I 
went up to Kapil and told him not to 
tell me where to bowl. And Kapil 
said ‘Okay’. There has never been a 
misunderstanding between us and 
we are still very good friends. On 
that occasion I was a bit irritated, 
that's all. That it was my last Test 
wasjust a coincidence. 

Were you given a raw deal as a Test 
player? 

(his reaction to this was quick). 
Yes, I partlculau'ly felt 1 was given a 
bad deal after my debut series 
against Kim Hughes '78/79 
Australian team which was a 
successful one for me, 1 bagged 25 
wickets In five Tests. This was 
followed by the Pakistani tour of 
India under Asif Iqbal. 
Unfortunately. I was underbowled 
though 1 played four Tests. 1 still 
don't understand why 1 had been 
under utilised after doing so well 
against Australia. I was always 
under the Impression that I would 
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tell me 


bedroppd in every third Test. I 
particularly felt that when 1 bowled 
so well in the 1985-86 Australian 
series. Three Tests fetched me 15 
wickets and I was the highest 
wicket-taker for India. T^en there 
was a big jolt in store for me. Within 
a lew nioiilhs, on the tour of 
England. I didn't gel a chance to 
play in Tests. Mind you. I'd been to 
England twice and 1 was meted out 
the same treatment. I’m yet to 
figure out what went wrong. In the 
82/83 series Sum Nalk 
accompanied the Indian team as a 
medium pacer and astonishingly 
be was asked to bowl spin in the 
final Test at the Oval (in which 
Gavaskar broke his shin), while 1. 
being a regular spinner, was made 
to sec the tamasha. The same thing 
occurred on the following 
away lour against England. 1 never 
got a lair deal in one-dayers also. 

Why did you quit Ranji Trophy when 
you were doing well? 

The main reason was I felt that If 
I'm not going to find a place any 
more in the Indian squad what was 
the point of me showing all the 
fireworks. It's better to give the 
youngsters the scope to prove their 
mettle. Although In the 1989-90 
season 1 took 28 wickets. 1 wasn't 
Interested. But the departure from 
first class cricket was quite 
rewarding, having scored 97 not 
out, I called it a day. 

You seem to be in good form this 
season. Are you thinking of making a 
come-back into the state side? 

You crazy. No comebacks, 
please. Enough Is enough. 1 only 
play for 1 he Syndicate Bank In the | 
local league. And I still play and 
enjoy the game as I did earlier. 

Interviewoa by Subhaah Saicar, 
Hyderabad 


















EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 



Yqi^ often been docribcd M • 
living legemf,‘an imtiliitionV the 
mm vfho he* given Mmacif to tennb’ 
and ell that. Mow <fo you foect to all 
this praise? 

I don’t really worry about lt.Onty 
because I'm still trying to go out 
and produce good tennis and a 
tennis that is equal to my 
standards. As long as 1 am trying to 
do that. 1 can't pay much atteotion 
to what peoide say or what they've 
said. If it's good, OK. If It's not good, 
I can't do anything about it. But as 
long as I am playing the game. I try 
to give off my best. 

Affced. tut at times don't you think 
the expectation is too hi^? lor 
instance, your third round match 
a g ainst hostagno. Even when you 
were two sets dowp, the crowd was 
expecting you to turn the match 
around. For every point you won they 
were doing the‘Mexican Wave* which 
was totaily alien to Centre Court, or 
that matter, Wimbledon cidture.~ 
Believe me. I'm still trying. T^ng 
very hard. That's the whole idea 
behind playing tennis. You go out 
and try to produce your best tennis 
everytime. You know, people for 
the last twenty years have 

_ begun to-expect a 

^lllllllll^l^v certain level of 
tennis from 
me and that's 
what I am 
still trying 

to produce for them. As long as 
th^ come out to watch me, 1 shall 
go on trying to produce it. 

There is a school of thought, that by 
playing M 39, you’re not only proving 
a p^ to the outoide world but also 
to yourself. Is that true? 

Well. I’m not really worried 
about who I'm proving any point to. 
I am playing the gsune I enjoy 
playing, the game that 1 love to 
play. I don’t have to prove anythlrig 
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with to emulate your flshtinsipirH. 
What would be your advice to them? 

1 don’t give any advice to anybody, 
you know, I used to give some 
advice and it caused me more 
problems than it was worth. As far 
as that part goes (emulating the 
fighting spirit) 1 don’t think you can 
teach that. You either have it oryou 
don’t. I can tell my kids, become 
gutsy, never give up on the court 
and all that. But again, it’s a 
question of whether they have it in 

thCm Or UOt. 

Ihofc am varying opiniom as to 

toanybody. whether the standard of tennis has 

I’ve done all that before. And (in the ftepiwed or not. One pote> says K 
course of that) probably gone way has» the other says It hasn't., 

above my own expectations. What do you say (laughs)? 

throughout the course of my I used to diMc that the standard had 

career. So ifl am still trying to prove Improve d . But since the French Open I 
something, after all these years. am Httie sceptical about it When an 

then something must be wrong IS-ycar-oMMichael Chang, on his 

somewhere! favourite surface, struggles to beat a 

You saidr you probably went above scnri4etircd3S^)^-old Connors, 
your capcctations? What were your then you tend to conclude that 

expectations? possibly the standard hasnihiiproved. 

It’s probably best for me to keep It Only the equipmeirt has become 

that way (very emphatically). better. 

You arc commonly believed to be the I think the equipment has changed 
neatest fighter tennis has ever seen, the game an au^ul lot. I think. 

HowCbdyou devdep this fisfithig everybody who plays the game now 

spirit? TM never-say-dta attitude? is a great player. Which is good for 

I think that’s bom and bred in me a me because I’m still out there 
little bit. To the point that when I trying to play, and if I. a, 

went out. not only did I try to play 38-year-old. has a chance to beat 

my best tennis, but I also tried to these great players, that’s even 

give the people what they came for. better. 

They, meaning the people, who lut honestly do you ditnic the 

would come and watch tennis startdsrdhn improved? 

never came to see anybody quit. Well. I’m still t^ng to play, so 1 

That’s also the last thing I ever can’t comment on that. I think, 

wanted to do. As far as my tennis that’s more or less for you (the 

goes I wanted to go out there and press) or the people who watch the 

fight and do what it takes to win game to Judge. I can only tell you 

every match. The more 1 did that as that tr^r game has stood up for 
a youngster coming up, the more it twenty years. It has lasted so long 
got into me. To the point that when and I stlU enjoy putting it on the 

1 first turned pro it was prart of me. line against the great players of 

There arc obWoufly many pisycn who today. Ifmy game holds up to that 








and have diHflran to 
use them at an 
emse lor losinsiiiy 

intensHy. I ^ 

of suys do thet 1^. 
lose their intensity# 
end thenuse their 
f a mily as the reason 


strength, it's pretty good I guess. 
Ihcrc ate many who lend to think that 
power tennis it a myth, ki the tense 
that the whoie thins has been biown 
out of proportion. Do you astce «dth 
this ol»ef^lon? 

Tennis is power tennis now, 
because the equipment has made 
it that way. The players are bigger. 
They are stronger. With oversized 
rackets, they even hit the ball 
harder. But it has taken away a lot 
of the grace and elegance out of the 
game. The grace that Nastase once 
had...the grace that McEnroe once 
had...the touch and the feel...all 
that seems to have gone. So 1 don't 
know whether that's good enough 
But in the final analysis 1 guess, 
you get what you put into it. There 
IS no doubt that these oversized 
rackets have moved the game to 
another level. So you'll have to go 
with it. 

you hardly play any topspin and still 
prefer the M style of yesteryears. 
How if you had started your career in 
the 19^ or say ten years from now 
%rould you have changed your same 
to make it topspin oriented? 

1 like the way I play (laughs). I 
wouldn't have changed It. No. You 
must understand. I don’t change 
my game to suit the style. 1 changed 
the style to suit my game. Thai's 
the way I like to play, that's the way 
I was taught to play, that's the way 1 
had my best results. I think, now 
my game has held up under 
topspin. it has held up under flat 
strokeplay, it has held up under all 
kinds ol game. That’s the credit to 
people who taught me how to play. 
And that's been my mother and my 
grandmother. 

Many players have found it difficuH to 
maintain their kitensity level once 
they got married and h^ children. 
Why didn't this apply to you as well? 

I didn't get mamed and have 
children to use them as an excuse 
for losing my intensity. I think a lot 
of guys do that. They lose their 
Intensity and then use their family 
a^ the reason why. I didn’t do that. I 
would rather say that my family 
gave me something more to go out 
there in the middle and continue to 
fight. They encouraged me to play 
the best tennis possible. They were 
never a deterrent. 

How difRcuH is it to become a 
Connort? 


I think, anytme can become a 
Connors, though there isjust one. 
Like there is one McEnroe, there is 
one Nastase. 

Let me put H this way. How difficult is 
it to become a top player? 

It's a one in a billion shot. There is 
only one No. 1. Of all the people 
that play tennis in the world there 
IS only one guy, who can claim at a 
given time that yes, I am No. I 
Unless you're being satisfied with 
No. lOorNo. 20. then you’ve a 
much better chance. But then 



Connors’11 year old son Bratt 
watchaa his fathar practica 


there isjust only one. No. 1 and 
that's the reason why I got into the 
game. To tiy and become ttie No. 1. 
And you know that shot from me 
was like an 3 rbotfy else—one in a 
bilHon. I was luc^ not to fall, 
you ware No.1 for more than four 
years, toi two stages. How diffkult was 
It to mafaitafa your su p r e m acy? 

Oh. that was the greatest part of It. 








Once you get to No. 1 you’ve got to 
hold onto It. I never felt any 
pressure. On the contrary, that 
was enough motivation for me. You 
know, everytime I walked out on 
the court everybody was trying to 
beat Jimmy Connors because he 
was the best player In the world. 
That was my fim to defend my title. 
As long as 1 defended it. for four 
years or so. It was great fiin. 
Everybody says, it’s great 
pressure. Agreed there’s pressure 
on you, but It’s more fun. 

At the top how imidi h your talent 
worth? Or it H yourmind tturt is more 
Impor t ant? 

1 think everybody in the top thirty 
or forty has the talent necessary to 
be a great player. The game is 
99 percent mind and one 
per cent game. 

vyay Amrltny hat mentioned in Ms 
au to bto g raphy, that your same it iike 
the movie *11001/. You tee it once and 
you're not satisfied. You go and tee it 
time and again... 

That’s awfully nice. Vijay has been 
a friend of mine for a long time but 
for him to say that...lt’s quite a 
compliment to me. Hopefully over 
the last twenty years that’s why 
people have come to watch me. 
Because of my style, because of my 
attitude, because of the way 1 
played, because of the way I gave It 
to the game. And if they continued 
to come out and watch me playing 
tennis that’s even better. 

Whenever you step onto the coiHt, 
arc you ahrayt concious of 
the'entertainment factorT 
No. 1 think that’s all natural. 
Whatever happens is all natural 
and that possibly shows that I 
appreciate people coming and 
watching me play. And this also 
shows that I enjoy the game. 

For the last two decades you^w 
played against to many great players. 
Who would you choose at the 
jpreatest? 

(PausesJ.That’s really unfair, 
because I’ve played against three 
generations of players. IVe played 
against the Lavers,the Newcombes 
and the RosewalIs...then I went to 
the Borgs and the McEnroes and 
the Lendls...and nowl amplaying 


Still entertaining after all thoee 
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Connors outside tha NBC 
brosdessting box at vnmblodon 
_ W _ 

against the Agassis and the 
Bickers and the Edbeigs. So It’s 
really a unfair question to ask me 
Tight now. until 1 absolute^ stop 
playing. Then 111 be able to give you 
a better answer. 

VVliaic do you so ftoM IwisT I mean 
thaV wHMn two to Itsoc yoan youH 
obvioutly atop playkis. After that~ 

It's not (^wlous. lhat ‘obviously’ is 
not a good word (slightfy irritated). 

Obr let me put it this way. How do you 


ilowhis onc e you decide to rette? 

Oh. 1 don’t know. Well, that's a 
good question (smiles). 1 think, the 
best thing for me would be to take 


one day at a time. Like adiati had 
always done in the past and not put 
any excess pressure on myself. 
Go^ thing is that I feel. 1 need 
something...when tennis is 

over...so that I can work on that as I 
did in tennis. And if 1 can find 

something like that, things would 
be okay for me. I enjoy work. Work 
has been a part of life horn the 

very b(;glnning and 1 worked at my 
tennis as much as I worked at 
becomlngagood hither, agood 
husband. My whole life has 
centered around work. So if 1 can 
find somettiing which is as 
enjc^ble as being out there on the 
tennis court 1 will be a pretty lucky 

guy- 

yiouYc cunontly doing • stint wKh dm 


How much do you your «toffc? 

I am enjcylng it very much. We’ve 
had lot of fun. Everybody talks and 
discusses teimis, we get along very 
well with each other, very cordial 
relations. There is a lot of dovmtime 
too. Waiting for the matches to 
begin and then the stoppage due to 
rain and all. But then that’s all part 
of it. I would say It’s really exciting. 
As an NBC commentator hm would 
you asscu g)om Borg's chances of 
staging a omicbaek? 

Well. 1 didn't see his match at the 
Monte Carlo Open f where he lost in 
the first round), but (pause, for a 
while) 1 guess, eight years is 
possibly too long a time. 

During your long piaykig career, dkf 
you ever have any proMems with the 
press or dki they aiwayt danto to your 
tune? 

There were plenty of problems. 
There were both good problems 
and bad problems. But nothing 
that couldn’t be wtyked out. 



Connors waa as popular ns ever 
at this yaar’s Wimbiadon whors 
ha waa playar and commantator 


vwaadni aatmsto aaato aMMd ^MaMwatouaim amto • 

Well. In the beginning we didn’t 
understand each other that well. I 
am talking about the very 
beginning of niy career. 
Uitfortunatety. there was a lot of 
mis-lnterpretation on both sides. 
They didn’t understand me, I didn’t 
understand them. And because of 
that, relations were soured. But It. 
has worked out itlsallrightnow. 


T 











flicspnfwiBS «na , 
l4MldlS MNfMMf^Ixill 
iiteiiliM Mniiiit IlM 
AUHrabi Btcktfff 





ANALYSIS 


pTirqat Singh was voted the 
pla/er of the tournament 



Somewhat underestimated, Pargat Singh and his men won the tournament in great 
style,shaking Indian hockey out of its slumber 



The most 

important factor is 
that the team 
conceded only 
one 3oal in five 
matches and 
goalkeeper Ashish 
Balal has done 
extremely well 




Al.hJSHEN SINGH 
<nid his boys have 
dont India proud by 
winninj4(heA/lan 
Shah ho( key 
toui nanient at Ipoh 
hist loitnif^ht Winning in hoi key 
was quiU a habit with the Indian 
ttanisinthc ihiys^ontby But 
slut e ihi last decadi and a half it 
has been a fi usti atin^i e\pci lenc e 
lor hot key lov ers to set the team 
lose time and again 
So many times we thought that 
Indi<in hot kt j was on the 
t oiiii bat k tiall but every time they 
flattered to det eive The last golden 
ei a was from 1963 to 1966-67 
when we won the Lyons 


Fargat Singh and Jagbir Singh: 

India's wonderboys 

tournament 1963 Iokyo Olymplts 
1964 Hamburg tournament 1966 
and Asian Games 1966 In lat t 
during that penod we nt vei kist a 
toumami ut and alter that we only 
won the 1975 World C up and the 
1980 Moseow Olympics We did 
win the A/lan Shah hot key 
touinament in 1985 but never the 
World Cup Asian Games 
Olympics or Champions lYophy 
etc 

We did though have many great 
players dunng the last 20 years oi 
so To name a few. Apt Pal Suqit 
AshokKuniai Men^n Fernandes 
















Much of the credit 
for the success of 
the team must go 
to the experienced 
and genial 
team-coach 
Balkishen Singh 


The Indian team have aomething 
to be proud of at last 

Mohd. Shahid. Zafar Iqbal, 

Michael Klndo. GoWnda and so 
many others, but we could not 
show the results. ITie main thing 
lacking was consistency. 

This time Pargat Singh and his 
team have again shown us a ray of 
hope by winning the Ipoh 
tournament quite convincingly 
and with authority. I must admit 
that except for Pakistan and the 
Soviet Union the opposition was 
not very strong, but the Indian 
team won every match and the 
most Important factor is that they 
conceded only one goal In 5 
matches. I have always 
emphasised that It Is the defence 
which has been letting us down on 
astroturf, and if we go through 
India's previous performances. It Is 
quite evident that we always 
conceded the maximum number of 
goals. 

Another thing for the team to be 
proud of. Is the conversion of 
penalty comer goals by Jagdev 




















Singh (son of Piara Singh of Indian 
Navy and 1962 Aslan Games 
Jakarta games player). 

Much of the credit for the 
success of the team should go to 
the experienced and genial team 
coach. Balkishen Singh. A line 
fellow with a wonderful sense of 
humour. Balkishen has this great 
ability to mix easily with his 
players, cracking jokes and happy 
to be one of the boys. 

I have known "Bal". as we always 
affectionately call him. for quite a 
long time. We played aga inst each 
other in many Nationals, he for 
Indian Railways and myself for 
Bengal from 1957 to 1961. Then we 
came Into contact at the 1959-60 
Indian coaching camp for the 1960 
Olympics, when we were 
probables. Three years later in 
19631 was playing for India and he 
was a coach at N.l.S. Patiala. 

Then in 1966. Bal was our coach 
to Hamburg while I was captaining 
India. We won that tourr,lament 
where we played all the best teams 
in the world—Pakistan. West 

Natty coach Balkishan Singh (on 
right in cap) haa dona an 
impreaaivajob 


Jude Felix has 
shifted from the 
traditional inside 
right position to 
the centre hirff 
position and his 
fitted well Ihio 
coach Biikishm's 
schenitof thhigs 














"I Am Confident We Will 
Be In Barcelo na" 

Indian hockey captain Pa rgat Singh spoke to Sundeep Misra 

after the victory at Ipoh 


S WLAr pounng down his iact* Peirftal 
Singh sal on the team bemh signing 
aut jgraphs as fans fioni Ihe Ijltlt lown 
of Ipoh lined up for the signature of the 
plaveioffht tournament India had )ust be iten 
the Soviet Union in its last m.iteh of the round 
robin league of the Sultan A/lan Shah t up the 
win ensuring the f iipfoi mdla 

Even after the Ians had left Pargatsat a smile 
playing on hishps It had be tn satisfying touma 
ment, a job well done The eaplain had ltd by 
c xample 

Match aftei matrh Paigat had stood thcie 
like a rcKk defying opponents who tore into the 
Indian elicit only to be met with a stick that 
magic ally took the ball awav Yet now he found 
time to give hi*-vie wson the meet 
Exe erpts from the mttrview 
As captain how do you feel after winning the 
Azian Shah tournament? 

Since coming here I knew that if the Indian 
tt*am played to potential they could wnn the 



tup 1 am really proud that the boys ditl it They 
placed brilliant hockc\ c sjice iall\ against Paki 
Stan where everything i he kc d L\ c ry me mbc r of 
the team fought foi the ball I ]ust heipe we keep 
ein winning and play our best in the Olympic s 
Are you confident of qualifying for the Ohmpics? 
I don t unde rsttiiid why the media kicked up 
such a row ovei the C|ualifying issue We II wt 
lost to Pakistan in the Asian Games llnal and so 
had toqualif/ Dut qiialitvingdocsn t me an that 
we are finished lake Heilland foi e x.imple they 
had to qualify foi the 19<i() Woild Cup and they 
went on to win the Weiilel ( up We have bt.aten 
theSovie ts Malaysia and New A aland he ic and 
those te inis will be the be si in the e|nahfying so 
we are confident but ne»t e oiiiphicent The other 
teams may not be sKiltul but eve i-ybotlv will be 
there with qualifving in mind Hut I am eemfi 
dent that we wall tie in P iie e Ion i 
Where do you think the improvement has been 
after the Europe tour and the win here^ 

What we laekecl was inteinational exposuu 
We played the best in I uropc and lie lie v c me we 
played on equ il leini'- Ihe in ite lies we lost 
were due tei 1 ipsts in eoneentiatiem Hut light 
neiw oui team is playing to peilc iitial in the mid 
he Id where Suklijee t Singti and bhikc el Ahmed 
have given a tie me nclous display Hie lorwards 
have eieated eijienmgs with Mukesh Kumai 
bcinglhe pie koflhe lotandthenwc have inijirov 
ed in peiialtv e oinere onvei sions In fae I Jagde v 
Singh has been outstanding in the defenee as 
well as In the penalty c eime i c onv c i sion 
But the mam impreivemeiit has been mental 
Iv We aic now prepared to play and wm The 
team is leady to attack Wc had lost that c onfid 
ene e but now the team is rai ing to go 
Pargat, you got tvro yellow cards in the match 
against Korea. Only due to the ruling of the techni¬ 
cal delegate were you allowed to play the next 
match against Pakistan. How did you feel sitting on 
the bench, suspended, thinking that the next 
match was with Pakistan? 

I think 1 bettei make one thing c leai The first 
yellow card was fair I shouldn t have charged 
the way I did But the sec ond was not right I 
shouldn t have been shown the yellow 







Gemjany. Hulland etc. When I took 
over as coach for the 1976 
Montreal Olympics. Bal was the 
chief coach at N.I.S. where our final 
camp was held. He helped me 
immen.scly there in traininK the 
boys and most of the ilme we 
worked as a team. Next lial was 
appointed as coach ol the 1980 
team which won the )<old medal. 
And then finally we came tof^cther. 
me as the manager find he as <i 
coach for the 1988 Champions 
I'rophy at Karachi. 

Technically one thing i.s very 
clear about lialkishen's coaching 
-he has the capacity and 
willingness to change his thinking, 
conception and strategy to suit the 
changes that have come about with 
the advent ofiirtificial surfaces. 
'Itils is not true of many other 
coaches who h;ive trained Indifi 
since the era of artificial surfaces. 

In 1966 68 Bal was a firm 
belii'ver in oi tr old vintage hockey 
style, but after the mlnxiuction of 
artificial surlaces he lias been 
frying different lormations. Now he 
finally seems to have settled for 4 
fonvards. 4 halves and 2 lull b;icks 

Kven in 11)88 1984 we were 
olaying with two centre halves i.e. 
lardccp in an adi'anced position 
md Joachim Can alho in the 
.ielensive position. Tht* only 
problem with Balkishcn Singh in 


photographs jagoish yadav 






his days as a coach was that, the 
players he had with him then, had 
all been essentially grassy ground 
players and it was quite diflicull for 
them to c.hange to the 4-4-2 
foniiation suitable for artificial 
suri'aces. But now. the new. 
younger lot are more conducive to 
Balkishen'si-oachingand should 
be able to adapt easily to his 
strategy of "Total Hockey." As he 
has very rightly emphasi.sed. he is 
not looking for any spt'cific position 
players Imt wants all-rounders 
who ('an attack and defend fit all 
limes and can play all positions on 
the left or right. 

Asliish Balal has done e.xtremely 
well by conceding only one goal in 
the entire tournament. Pargat 
continues to be the back-bone of 
the team, and has been our best 
defender after Surjeet and M. 

Kendo in the last 20 years or so. 
Jagdev is young but as per the 
! reports, has also come of age. 
Earlier I did not think miich of his 
defence but uath his sucf'ess in 
penalty corner conversion he 
seems to have strengthened his 
position. 

Our main find has been the 
young though inexperienced half 
lint— I iarpreet. Sukh ject . Jude 
Felix and Shakeel Harpreet and 
Sliakeel seem to have done well 
against F’akistan. To coni ain 
Wasirn Feroz. Shabaz and the rest 
is ejuite a Job and the two 
youngsters have done wtdl. 

Jude Felix has shiited from the 
traditional inside right position to 
the centre half jMisit ion and has 
fitted well into coach Balkishen’s 
i .scheme of things. Tht* fonvard line 
does not seem to be that 
Impressive, though Mukesh by all 
accounts has done well. .As ‘Bal’ 
has said, he needs two good 
strikers. He certainly has his point 
for with only 4 forwards, the field 
goals will only come if we have fast 
and hard working strikers who can 
cover lot of ground and convert the 
chances which come Ihe^e way. 

All said anddone, J am surj? India 
. is now on f he comeback f rpil and 
with the proper training s^nd 
backing this team is quite capable 
of not only easily qualifying for the 
next Olympics but also of doing 
well In the Barcelona Olympics. 

BY aURBUX SINGH 
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This time Pargat 
Singh and his team 
have shown us a ray 
of hope by winning 
so convincingly 





The Puskas Potion 


T he future of Australian football la eurrejnily in 
the hands of a past master. Now on a mldislon 
Down Under to pui^ soccer to Its hiUeat potential 
In the vast, enormously promising Australian 
continent, the great Hungarian Pencnc PuSkto is 
making a serious, determined bid to Inblofluce 
professionalism in the country’s game to make it 
viable and wedded to the path of success. * 

Puskas is sure that there is a great future for 
Australia on the world stage, it’s such a great 
cQUntiy -80 vast, and a nation which has great 
athletic potential. Ihe only problem Is .thsf the 
soccer tnJfrastructure Is still at Its very worst here. 
So, the task before me now Is to make the nation 
aware of Its latent, untapped soccerjpotentJal, and 
on the other hand, build an efficient siJcCer 
struclure.' Puskas said 

Making an early Impact during his brief stay 
Down Under during the last two seasons, PuSkas 
has already guided South Melbourne Hellas to 
th 'I flrsl national title since 1984. And 



Puskas during a training assslon 


encouragM by tihe success, the Ic^ndaiy 

HuttgarianhassgPCMiKltoaiwttuk'tmeyew ‘ 

with ihe club. 

And now in a revolutionary move, Puskas, along 
vrith the nation’s leaihng’coaches, is about to 
introduce fbU time professionals to the national 
olub competition vriitch is still only Ifor part time 
playets. 

And It Is entirely in Puskas’ credit that a serious 
move Is now afoot to totally revamp the national, 
league for the 1991x^2 season. 

In hlB heyday, th^ used to say that Ferenc 
Puskas was the renaissance man of Hungarian 
football. Maybe, the future will testify to the 
maestro’s contribution to the awakening of yet 
another football leviathan. 


Tigana's Sad exit 


TEAM TIGANA must be a pathetically luckless 
J fellow. In his heyday, he undoubtedly was one of 
me world’s more charismatic players: his 
contribution to French football has Indeed been 
enormous And 3 ret, 'Ugana, at the end of such an 
illustrious career did not quite get the kind of 
farewell he actually deserved. 

In his very last match. Tlgana suffered the 
humiliation of being relegated to the bench as the 
French club’s double hopes died m both the 
Champion's Cup final and the French Cup final 

There, however, was little reason lor Tlgana to be 
surprised at the raw deal that he received. In fact, 
since Goethels took over from Beckenbauer as 
coach durir^ the winter break, the Mall-bom 
schemer had invariably found himself surplus to 
requirements and plunged Into a verbal warfare 
with a team chief renowned for newr changing his 
first choice side, unless absolutely necessary. 

And once Tlgana earned the boss’s wrath, he was 
destined to an unceremonious end to his 
career, never getting a chance to bid goodbye to his 
fans standing on tiw turf that has so often staged 
his rich soccer repertoire. 




C EUBRATED Oerman striker Karl Heim: 

fbedje is passing through dlfflcult times. For 
all his pench^ fi»r hard work, dedication and a 
stroxig defiance of the altortcmnlt^ imtwbed on 
him ^ his hunt of lte^|g|ft»IbecUe finds the foihg 
totig^SP hiegolds idTOrehiiidnad^ ^ 

RiedBehadsethimsdffbiro targetsftnf 1991, He 
wanted a Cup b^rth, wMh Jus ftaSan (dub 

Uzlo.sndhperiaBawimyJatytot^ 

.. -..... .- . . . . 
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The flrat target proved elusive as Leu^h finished a 
disappointing 11th in the Italian chdmplonshlp. : 
As for the second, he is still widting and 
hoplng-almost a year after collecting a World fcup 
winner’s medal in Rome. At Italia *90 Rledle played 
one full game, plus three as substituted His pen^ty 
in the decisive shootout helped Ho eliminate 
England ii> the semi fihal. 

He had sighed for Lazio, in AprU a^id moved to 
Italy immedlatdiy after the World Cup for a German 
record fee of£ 5.5 million. ! 

The Italians had been impresi»ed by his 
remarkable strength In the air, even though'he 
stands only five feet ten inches, and 'his uncanny 
goal instinct. But Rledle also is technically sound,. 
has pace and a cracking shot. - • 

And Rledle has a reputation for being a whole 
hogger too. Almost always he goes about his job full 
throttle, holding nothing back, fially using hlf 
sense of opportunism and die hard doggedness. : 

Yet. the spectre of a premature' ecllpM from 
soccer now looms large before hlH ej/es, as failure 
and unpopularity continue to shladow him do 
(luickly after a happy World Cup outing last 
summer. 

[ New Wave In Latin Soccer 

I F you want any measure of the s«;a-change that 
Sonlh American football has undergone in 
rt'ccnl times, just consider these significant 
stiitistics available during the just-concluded 
prestigious Copa America, the symbol of ultimate 
supremacy and honour in Latin American soccer. 

Only 52 players of the 214 rej^istered for the 
t;hamplonshlp were members of thdir squads at 
the last one in Brazil two years ago. That gives an 
Idea of the almost complete renovation of the 
majority of the national teams oti the continent. 
And only one coach was still in charge of the sanu; 
team-Dusan Drascovlc of BcUadirr, a Yugoslav, 
who was the only European : coach at the 
tournament.. 


The Boys From Brazil 

- ■ TT- j 

B razilian footballers have ajways been known 
for their excellent sportsrtfanaHj^ of 

course, from their magical fi^raQHog powers, 
which have mesmerised the Ibr many years 

now. But. sadly, the omntry'sl 
proved tobe very bad loaers.. ; ..Vi Vv' 

Recently, during the Copa,. the 

Brazilian JoumaHsts. vdioarguat^yfvere the most 
numerous tn the tournmn^, wvre. banned by > 


none olher Qimi iheir own eountiy's coach j 
Falcao-foUovrtng the preiiminaty round loss to .' 
Colombia, because -they picked fights with the 
coach , and . players and turned the Press 
confer^ices into a slanging match. 



Peter Boardsiey: benefiting from the inflation? 


I Inflation Hits Soccer 

I NFLATION has led td two costly transfers in 
Claropd. * Gnon» faced, diminutive England 
striker Peter Beardsley has left Uverpool for their 
Mersi^ide rivals, E^rton. The transfer fee is 
wor^}4 mt^n pounds. BeardsI^ was semching 
,fta: a‘jH:ani^er, when his^^^ d^ purchased Welsh 
8trikritt>ean. funders ftdm Derl^ County. He felt 
he was not sure of a first team place. Beardsley was 
' Leeds United. Newcastle United and 

.^erion. However, Merseyside rivals. Everton 
jriqbed aCtnissing-out on Saunders, got Beardsley 
Tilie vqthe^ tag transfer news is from 
dleriha^. Bsq/em Munich has purchased the 
BraziUtm. mldftddarMaztnho from the Italian club 
Bragantto for one oriHlon dollars. • 
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L ooking back on 40 years of World 
Championship Grand Prix racing, it 
seems that every ten years or so an 
cnil standing driver emerges. One who 
nol only leaves Ins mark in the record 
book, but does so in such a way that his 
y<‘ars in Formula 1 become characterised by his 
personality. Tfiese legendary drivers were not 
ncces.sarily the most successful, the tastest. or even 
tfic most spectacular. But beyond question, they have 
lelt an indelible impression on Grand rMx racing. 

In 11 le years 1950 to 1958, the Argentine driver 
Juan Manuel Fangio was the man to beat wherever he 
raced, whatever he drove. His endurance and track 
craft were of the llighest 

order, while his ability to -—_ 

be in the right l<-am at the Juail Mail’ 

right time was uncanny. I* | 

He was not always the • t) £ICK16 Ov€ 

lastest driver nor was he Brabham, 1 

the most stylish, but he . , 

achieved success by AI fl lTl PrO 

setting the pace from the 

start. Farina. Ascari, bUC ^ 

Gon/alex, Hawthorn and 

Moss all iieat "the old lUU 

man", as he was raaiigsof 

aflectionately known. _ ’ 

but they couldn't do it 

consistently enough to stop Fangio from winning the 
World CJiampionship live times during his eight year 
spell in the sport's most senior category. 

Gne ol my fond memories of Fangio was meeting 
him on the desi-rted sea front at Zandvoort on the 
morning of the 19,55 Dutch Grand Prix. Ihadgotup 
early, iietore anybody was about, and 1 left the hotel to 
go fora cjuiet stroll along the Promenade. EJefore I had 
gone tar 1 saw a familiar face away in the distance, 
coming towards me: Fangio. He was heavily built and 
always walked slowly but forcibly, and you coulc^ 


recognise him a long way olTby his distinctive 
appearance, hence his Argentine nick-name. "El 

Chueco"—thi? bandy-legged oqe! 

( 

As he approached, he smiled and raised a lumd in 
friendly acknowledgement and we .sat down on a seat 
and passed the time of day in pidgin-Ilalian, our only 
mutual language, fie had been walking for an hour in 
quiet meditation, enjoying the peace and Iranquility 
of the sea and the sand dunes. Mental serenity was an 
Important part of this great man's makc-iq). i'hat 
afternoon, while I watched him dominate the Duli h 
Grand Prix on the windy Zandvoort eireuj 1. 111 lought 
of our morning meeting and found it hard to bcliev<‘ 
_that it was the same man. 


Juan Manual Fangid, 
JacBie Stewart, Aacki 
Brabhami, ISliki Lauda, 
Aladn Prost, Ayrton 
Senna.;; the i^n who made 
the last ifour decades of 
racing so inemorable' 


lei j? angio, I ^ipHE next era was 

‘ JL dominated by Jimmy 

V j . Clark, the young 

riki Lauda, Scottish border lannci 

I- A . ■ I , who graduated Irom 

iv, Ayrton being an amateur club 

wVin racer to become one of 

pn wno maoe ,he world's greatest 

* decades of drivers, if not the 

greatest of all. Jimmy 
aUiC never seemed to be 

trying to drive fast, he 
was so relaxed 

and smooth. Wfien he first moved Into 
World Championship racing he was one of four first 
class drivers, the others being Graham Hill. Dan 
Gurney and John Surtees. 

For a time there was little to choose between them, 
but gradually Clark rose above the other three to a 
pinnacle of excellence that stretched far beyond 
Formula 1 racing. It was not so much a question of 
what he won, but the way he won. If everything was in 
order, he would win with consummate ease, leaving 
everybody else far behind. If conditions were poor, or 
his car gave him trouble, he would stlU win. looking 
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relationship u4Ui Lotus 

dear. I once said to Colin: . ^ 

‘Ifyou designed a racing 
car with square wheels. 
what wou Id J immy do?’ 

His reply was 

Instantaneous: ‘He’d IHB 

driven faster than ;V 

anything else, because t j ’ 

he knows I’d have a good , ;■ 
reason for doing it.' .9 

When 1 taxed Jimmy 
with the same question. 
he laughed and said: ‘If |H 

Colin decided that three ■ 

wheels would be faster ■ 

t han four, who am I to f_ 

argue’.-'' 111s unexpected _. ... . 

death In a minor The Oldman 01 

Formula 2 race, at the 

beginning of 1968. lelt us all completely stunned. 






The ‘old man’ of FI racing: Fangio releases a book on Grand Prix racing 


T mC next period was the Stewart era. Even before 
Jim CMark's untimely death, the young 
Glaswegian Jackie Stewart was showing immense 
talent, speed and finesse. Stewart approached the 
whole business of racing as a strictly organised 
professional, the end result being to win, which he 
did. Yet he seldom did anything memorable or heroic. 
His perfonnances were mostly calculated and 
loniidcnt, which fitted well into this period of racing, 
which saw great progress in chassis and suspension 
technology: the driver needed to be a sensitive 
component within a larger technical team. The days 
of reckless heroic's were over. The thinking and 
calculating driver, with technical sensitivity, 
was now all-important. . 


era in the form of World Championship 
success both for himself and his team.* with 
teammate Francois Cevert following him home in 
second place very often. He paid great at lention to 
detail with a strong awareness that the public was 
paying his wages. 

Some of his personal hobby horses used to irritate 
me, but I could not deny that he was serious about 
them and always believed in what he was doing. We 
did not agree very often about racing matters, but his 
brilliance as a driver was never in doubt. 

T he past ten years belong to Alain Prost. who has 
comfortably surpassed Fangio. Clark and Stewart 
for the number of race victories he has scored. Yet the 
remarkable thing is that most of them are easily 


and Stewart revelled in 
this new age. setting a 
new all-time high of 27 
rac'e victories, most of 
them remarkably 
undramaUc and 
unemotional, but then 
drama and emotion was 
no longer part and parcel 
of Grand f'rlx racing. 

Driving for Ken 
Tyrrell’s team, Stewart 
was able to mould its 
character around his 
own requirements. 
Althou]^ there was 
strong opposition from 
all sides, he triumphed 
consistently and left his 
mark on this particular 


Jim Clark and Ms Lotu»^limax were a tough combination to beat in the early 60s 






lorgottenintermsipf I "; 7 '' 

precisely how he won . / /'- ■ 

them. It seems to make ! ' ■ ' ’ ' 

no difference to Prost ; 

whether he leads a race I, ‘ , 

frorh start to llnish. 

comes through from fifth ; . 

or sixth place In the 

opening stages or profits ’ 

from his rivals' 

misfortunes. He wins 

regardless. 

Nowand again, a 
forceful side of his 

character shows /' ■ ; st- 

through and he becomes 
almost aggressive in his 
attitude to the 
opposition. 

Nevertheless, he still 
drives smoothly and has 
impressed all the 
engineers he has worked 
with by his insight into 
the technical 
requirements of today's 
racing. His delicate 

touch on the machineiy ^||||a|||||||||||||^B\ 
becoming clear when 
cars are strippied after a 

In keeping wilh the ^ 

present age 

the Formula the 

true value of Alain Prost 
lies in the thlngsyou 

cannot see. unless you 1!^_^9Ljofll 

are part of the 

engineering team that supports him. The only thing 
the spectator can be aware of is his ability to win race's 
and the smoothness of his driving. It is no surprise 
that in his boyhood he admired the style of Jimmy 
Clark and modelled himself on the Scot. 

Throughout the span of the World Championships, 
which began 


c;. 
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in 1950. there has 
been a series of 
outstanding drivers, and 
for each of the four 
mentioned, there have 
been another two or 
three who have made a 
similar impact on the 
Grand Prlx scene, but 
have achieved fewer 
successes. In the Fangio 
era. Stirling Moss was 
almost his equal, but he 
never managed to win a 
world championship. He 
was every bit as fast as 
Fangio, but Fangio had 
an extra ten years’ 


The Stewarts (Jackie, left, and son Paul) are a fast 
family 


experience to his credit. Moss excelled in any 
car he drove, his versatility was remarkable and he 
evokes many fine memories of the period of the 
technical transition from front-engined Grand Prix 
cars to the smaller, mld-englned machines. 

Contemporary wilh Stirling Moss was Jack 

- Brabham, who won two 



World Championships 
with Cooper-Climax cars 
and a third with his own 
Brabham Repco, the 
only world champion 
who had his own name 
on the car he drove. Jack 
was the epitome of what 
we call an empirical 
engineer and, during his 
days with Cooper Cars, 
John Cooper could never 
start building his new 
car for the season until 
Jack returned from 
wintering in his native 
Australia. Tve no idea 
what he is going 






(Above) Niki Lauda (left, 
sharing a ioke with 
Nelson Piquet) displayed 
tremendous grit to come 
back from the horrific 
Nurburgring accident 

(Right) While drivers 
came and went, F1 cars 
also went through a lot of 
change 


to need’, John Cooper would say. 

I cannot recall an occasion when Jack Brabham 
upset anyone; he was so amiable. But equally, he was 
never over-friendly and if you got more 1 han two 
words out of him in reply to a question, you were doing 
well. His favourite response was Yeah’. When he 
received a Knight hood for his three World 
Championships, and in particular the one with his 
own car. there were one or two of his rivals who were a 
bit miffed, but most people smiled and said 'Good old 
Jack!' 
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T WO drivers who brought a great deal to the sport 
by dint of their personalities rather than their 
successes, were Mike Hawthorn and Wolfgang von 
Trips. Hawthorn was a true British sportsman who 
radiated the image of everybody's idea of a raring 
driver, leaving behind him fond memories and 
legends. Von TVlps was a fine example of German 
aristocracy, a man who exuded charm and dignity in a 
sport which was considered beneath htm by his social 
peers, but his enthusiasm for sports cars, motoring 
and, above all else, motor racing, knew no bounds. 
Sadly they both died young in accidents. 












Grabam Hill too will always be remembered for the 
overall effect he had on the sport. He was not in the 
naturally talented class of Stirling Moss or Jimmy 
Clark, but Graham was simply himself and was loved 
by everybody. He suffered ups and downs, and when 
things were going badly I never had to waste his time 
with silly questions; all I had to do was catch his eye 
and give him a quizzical look: his facial response, with 
eyes raised to heaven, said it all. 

Niki Lauda is a driver whose legacy is far greater 
than ever the record books could show. There are 
many words that sum up this Austrian: crafty, 
cunning, devious; all _________________ 


races second to Lauda, only to find that if 
they had pushed harder, he could not have fought 
back. But he never displayed any signs of distress. 

In a short, but spectacular, racing life, Gilles 
Vllleneuve produced wonders before your very eyes. 
His sheer brio was unsurpassed and no other driver 
has caused hardened journalists to stand out in the 
pouring rain during practice just for the enjoyment of 
watching the young Canadian in action. He drove to 
tlie absolute limit just for the pure pleasure of it. 

At the moment, we are in the midst of what seems to 
be the Ayrton Senna era which, when completed, 

will be the 


meant kindly. His ability 
to nurse along a 
weakened car whilst 
leading a race, and still 
mailntain his advantage 
without letting anyone 
suspect he was in 
trouble, was quite 
uncanny. Niki could look 
poker-faced when he 
wanted to and could 
drive in a similarly 
deadpan manner. It was 
only after he had won the 
race that anybody knew 
he had been in touble. 
There were a number of 
drivers who finished 


Jack Brabham praferred to let hia driving speak for him 



fifth era in my personal 
list of World 
Championship 
memories. Without 
question, he is the most 
outstanding driver I have 
ever met; a very 
intelligent man, a deep 
thinker, and bUndinglV 
fast and confident. The 
Senna era is a worthy 
successor to all the great 
Grand Prlx eras that 
have gone before. 

OavMJenkiaaoii 

Editor, Motorsport 
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Cheating Like A Man 
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OPA AMEKK'ANA or the SoutFi Ain<’hcun 

W tootbnII t'hainpionsliips as vvc all know 
did not finish withoul its slum- of lin- 
works. The- star of the toiin>anu-nl was a ctTiain 
Cart-ca III of Brazil (no rt-lalion lo tlu-aolnal 
superstar). 

Carcca 111 laine on in the 78lh niinule and left 
in theSOllwinii)ressive. thongh nol a record—for 
elbowinj> Arfieniiua captain Oscar Ruj^neri in 
Ibe face. 

RiJfyjeri was licrcelv incensed, nol by the 
assault but by the manner ol it. He said. "He wail 
ed until Ihc referee and inyselfhad turned away 
before hitting me. This is nol the way to behav e. 

If someone comes up lo me and i^ivcs me a 
pum-h. that is no problem. But lo hit an oppon 
ent from behind is shameful. If you are Komt> to 
cheat, then cheat like a man." 



Decency In Football 


Try Taekwondo 


NE of the finest sporting encounters at 
the World Student Games took place on 
the footbull held. Dark horses. South 
Kc»rca took on Uruguay, and both teams played 
to their national sporting heritage. Uruguay liv- 
irrg up to their usual reputation forbinlality and 
chest-high tackles while the Koreans fought 
back in their usual stoic way. 

Come halftime, two of the Koreans needed 
treatment for sore elbows, while their coach was 
observed from the touchline apparently giving 
instructions to his team in the martial arts—na 
mely taekwondo. Decency in sport must be pre¬ 
served, after all. ^ 
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Stealing Sneakers 


• HERE’S sneaker lever going on in Britain. 
Trendy young thieves are stealing t iny 
(rainingshoes in a new fashion t. aze that 
is driving the sports shop.s <-razy. The t hieves are 
being veiy choosy about the product they are 
stealing. No low profile brand names for them, 
what Ihcy are .stealing is very strictly up market: 
Nike baby Air Jordan t ralners. And i hey re goint 
in singles, as opposed to normal pairs, for use as 
novelty keyrings. 

As Christine Clark, manager of D ik A Sports 
in Chatham said. "1'he trainers arc worth £25 a 
pair. It’sa new craze, and 1 can't wait for ii lo die 
out." The next time you see your toddler's Puma 
Caronas hanging from a key chain. Just trace 
the guy down. 
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One of the Siddhi girls does some strengthening exercises 


Only A 
Matter Of 
Time _ 

I T Is only a matter of time before 
Siddhls take over the athletics 
scene in the co.untiy. The minor 
disadvantages that they have like 
timidness, passivity and fear of 
society will soon be overcome and 
then they should be ready to take 
on the world. Here's hoping that 
the Bangalore camp unearths 
some more talent that will take 


Indian athletics to greater heights. 
AMITDAS. 

Calcutta, 

T he camp in Bangalore has 
proved conclusively that we 
have talent and potential in India 
which only has to be spotted and 
then trained in the right way. This 
proves that it is the lack of 
opportunities that come in the way 
of sport. The language, poor 
economical conditions and the 
lack of education are some of the 
problems that .supress talent in 
our country. If many more 
programmes like this could be 
conducted in the tribal areas of the 
country then we could surely come 


out with more talent. It is time that 
politics and bureaucracy took a 
back seat. 

M.K. DAMOR 
Dhanbad. 

T his refers to the coverage given 
to the Siddhi athletes who are 
being groomed in Bangalore. It was 
nice on the part of Sportsworld to 
give them the due coverage that 
will certainly serve as a morale 
booster to them. The Sports 
Authority of India should take up 
similar coaching schemes for the 
youth in the backward areas: this 
could well help us in inculcating 
some new blood into the athletics 
arena. For example the tribals in 
Bihar and Orissa also have a lot of 
talent, but till now they remain 
unearthed and as a result Indian 
sport is losing out on some 
potential which could be trained to 
bring honours for the country. 
ARTAMISHRA, 

Cuttack. 


Interesting Reading 


T he cover story on Stefan 

Edberg (10-16 July) was really 
a superb one. It was surprising to 
read of the determination and the 
grit of the Swedish player. He is one 
player whose game speaks for him 
while he himself maintains a very 
low and uncontroverslal profile. 
Though at Wimbledon he did 
disappoint his fans by going out in 
the semis, he can surely go on to 
regain his lost glory. Let’s hope that 
we get to see more inspired tennis 
from this superstar in the future. 
C.R RAMA, 

Madras. 

Come On Edberg 

S TEFAN EDBERG came, saw 
and conquered. He gave the 
world some scintillating tennis, 
but he somewhat disappointed his 
fans at Wimbledon this year. Of 
course, one caimot take away from 
Stich his due. Sttch that day played 
some Inspired tennis and it was not 
surprisirig that Edberg lost. But 
now is the time for him to come 
back and prove to the world that he 
can still be the No. 1. 

SJl. KRISHNAN, 

Coimbatore. 
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■ ■ party 

JHatonight" 

, your friend tellsyou. 
"Hell no. I’m so tired. It’s 
been a bad day at work." 
is your rejoinder. And 
you arc rca/tired. You 
wake up tired. And it’s 
only an<‘r fumliling in the 
kitchen for the first cup 
ofcoficc dial your nerves 
gel into action. And then 
throughout die day you 
tuni to cotfee or tea to 
keep you awake. Tired 
itnd depressed even 
before the day starts, by 
the time you have 
finished with office 
there's no file left in you 
to write a letter, leave 
alone socialise. 

Millions of people live 
in this energy twilight 
zone, and accept the 
sluggishness as normal. 
Worse still, because 
fatigue is not life 
threatening, doctors 
don't give it much 
thought either. But you 
just cannot ignore it and 
treat latigue lik(‘an 
ordinary illness because 
the symptoms are 
elusive and trouble 
apparently healthy 
Individuals. Actually 
ehronic fatigue may 
signal problems ranging 
from an unhappy 
relationship to an 
undiagnosed illness. 

Tlie most common 
symptoms of the ehronic 
fatigue syndrome (CP'S) 
are tiredness, 
headaches, depression, 
insomnia. mu.sele aches, 
joint pains and weight 
loss. CFS is nol a recent 
phenomenon, but one 
never really paid 
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SHE HEAL T. 
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attention to It. Emt mw. 
with ttmtt.00 mii^itoore 
InvoMlhdii^^ 
strttttt dj^tloilk. ^ 
rat(iii|i»^siji|. Uri 
to<liQf'i|i world aihan gets 
into tile tat race quite 
ear^ln tlfe arad has to 
give htsjiob and career all 
he's got; otherwise he 
ends up the loser. This 
stress-filled 

environment has a lot to 
do with the chronic 
fatigue S3oidrome. 

Though the actual 
reason behind this 
stress Inducing illness is 
not yet known, it Is 
primarily due to lifestyle 
and environment 
exposures. Studies show 
that most sufferers of the 
CFS have depression or 
anxiety problems that 
keep the nerves taut 
throughout the day and 
leaves the individual 
pooped at the end of it all. 

The moment stress 
takes a heavy toll of your 
Immune system you are 
in for disaster. In fact 
things like food, air, 
touch, love and joy must 
form an integral part of 
the strategy to restore 
effective immune system 
functions. You have to 
kick bad and dangerous 
habits like smoking, and 
drinking should be done 
in moderation. At the 
same time you'll have to 
eat right, exercise and 
cop)e with stress. In short 
stay healthy. 

You should in fact try 
to develop your own 
course of action to 
restore energy. Going to 
the doctor and taking 
pills won't work. Matter 
of fact, many doctors 
don't feel the syndrome 





is a disease at all. 'fhey 
say it’s all in the patient's 
head—and to an extent, 
they’re right. There are 
no drugs to cure this 
ailment. They’ll cure one 
individual ailment or 
another but never the 
whole disease. Some 
drugs are effective for the 
relief of muscle pains 
and headaches. Others 
may be helpful in 
improving sleep and 
decreasing the tiredness 
a bit. 

Like most illness CFS 
is also in a big way 
related to the lifestyle 
that one leads. Here are 
some factors that you 
should consider 
dumping if you are into it. 

Smoking: Apart irom 
being the easiest way to 
contact cancer it also 
cuts down your stamina 
a lot. So the next time 
you feel really worked. 


up. don’t reach out for 
the cigarette. You'll 
probably think that the 
smoke will relax your 
taut nerves but actually 
it just leaves the system 
wanting more nicotine. 
In facy t IS a no-win 
situation where the 
body’s demands for 
nicotine has to be 
fulfilled and if it is not. 
then one starts feeling 
down and edgy. The only 
way to get out of this is by 
kicking the habit once 
and for all. 

Drinking: Alcohol has 
been look^ upon as a 
depressent. It numbs the 
senses and sort of takes 
you away from the 
anji^etles and the 
worries, and this way 
supposedly brings down 
the stress level. But In 
fact drinking in 
moderation has no 
negative effects on the 
body but then 



MN 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmDiammtmmmammmm 


awwtacntkm l&ardiative 
term. IfyotirttlaMif, 
moderation Is a couple'nff 
might h^ 

Caffe^t^e^ 
stimulating of 
caffeine wears off pretty 
fast and then one is 1^ J 
feeling tired and back to . < 
sqipre one. Coffee before I 
bedtime p^s havoc 
with the sieep patterns 
and can cause insomnia 
which in turn breeds 
anxiety- and fatigue. 

Hence Udeeit easy cm the 
coffee and tea and you 
will end up conserving 
more energy. 

Lack of vitamins emd 
minerals: Lack of 
adequate vitamins and 
minerals in the system 
also wreak haMWem the 
immune systed^^ili^ 
could take supq^iieMiqnite 
to be on the s^e side but 
then overdosing does not 
have any benefits. 

Consult your pdrysician, 
go in for a complete 
checkup and then ask 
him to prescribe some 
supplements for you. if 
needed. . 

CFS a lot to do 

with the slitc of mkid. If 
you are m^talty worked 
up then it’s sure going to 
affect you physlealty. 

Take time out with your 
friends and near ones 
and it you have a 
problem discuss and 
talk it out with your near 
ones. Meditation sind 
practising relaxation 
techniques also go a long 
way in staying In control, j 

But the best way to 
combat CFS Is exercise. 
This is because exercise 
puts one In control of 
both the mind and the 
body. The demands 
Unposed by a good 
exercise regimen deny 
access of any 
disfunctions or stresses. 

So folira hit the gym. 
stay In shape, eatri^t 
anti think straight. It'B.. 
take you a long way in life.. 












l:Iilij 

LlJ 

|i]Tj 




O N SATURDAY. July 27. the 
Armenian pack, packed with 
schoolboys, annexed the Calcutta 
Cup rugby trophy with a fluent 
19-8 victory over hosts Calcutta 
Football Club on the CC & FC 
ground. 

On a comparatively rainless day. 
the speedy Armenians earned an 
early penalty, and 
Edwin Vartazarlan. whose 
uncanny kicking was a feature in 
all the Calcutta Cup matches 
played by his team, converted the 
kick from a dlfflcult angle. 

Calcutta Football Club replied 
forcefully, earning several scrums 
in the Armenian territory, and ofl' 

Action during the final of the 
Calcutta Cup Rugby 
tournament. The Armenians 
defeated CCFC,19-e 


two of these. Flloyd Fernandez and 
Richard Hulllm touched down, 
taking the hosts ahead (8-3). 

The Armenians refused to be 
cowed down, and they launched a 
swift series of raids on CFC 
territory, and Vahick Andresslam 
scored a brace of swift tries, while 
Hovlck Hovanessian touched 
down once. Vartazarlan converted 
two of the tries, and just missed out 
the third. 

In a semi-final encounter, the 
Armenians won what was probably 
the decisive match of the 
tournament when they downed 
holders.La Martlnlcre Old Boys 
(LMOB) by four points to nil on a 
drenched pitch, when Alex 
Keshistian raced forward to touch 
down In the seventh minute of 
play. In vain did LMOB 
'heavyweights' David Yah, the 
Balsara brothers (Herman, 
Desmond and Christopher) and 
the McLuskles (Tony and Stephen) 

hurl themselves en masse or singly 
at the Armenian touchline. There 
was always a defender or more to 
cut them down In midstride. 


TTje other semi-final saw 
Calcutta Football Club oust 
Police A.C. by 11 points to four. 
Flloyd Fernandez took CFC ahead 
In the first half (4-0). but the 
lawmen equalised In the dying 
seconds of the half when Amltava 
Rakshlt tried down the right flank 
(4-4). Then a penalty-conversion 
by Richard Hooper (7-4) and a late 
touchdown by Rajiv Kapoor sealed 
the fate of the policemen (11-4). 
JohnO’Abraw 



S TATE BANK OF 

TRAVANCORE (SBT) scored 
an easy nine wicket win over 
Cochin Cricket Club In the final of 
the fourth All-Kerala prize nioney 
cricket tournament organised by 
Cochin Refineries. 

Put into bat. Cochin Cricket 
Club, with the help of Jayasankar 
(22) and Sunil (50) reached 100 for 
3 In 20 overs. But the experienced 
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The State Bank of Travaneora 
were the winnera of the 
All'Kerala Cricket tournament 

SBT bowlers. Ram Mohan (3-20) 
and Balagopal (3-26) restricted 
Cochin CC to 151 In 41.4 overs of 
the allotted 45 overs. 

SBT hit up the required runs for 
the loss of only one wicket and 24.3 
overs to spare. T.P. AJlth Kumar 
was unbeaten on 77. 

Earlier in the semis. Cochin CC 
defeated Master CC by 83 runs and 
SBT beat Pandeilam by seven 
wickets. 

N. Slvakumar. General 
Manager. Cochin Refineries 
distributed the awamds. 

•aioev Kumar T.K. 



T he "Great little game" of carrom 
is spreading its wings. Thanks 
to the untiring efforts of Bangara 
Babu, the inexpensive indoor game 
has made giant strides over the last 
two decades. Babu worked 
tirelessly to get carrom first 
national recognition and then 
international recognition. And due 
to his efforts, the International 


Carrom Federation was formed at 
Madras In October. 1988. 

Only five natlons-lndla. Sri 
Lanka. Maldives. West Germany 
and Switzerland-were afilliated at 
the time, when the first World 
Carrom Congress was held. This 
month, the second World Carrom 
Congress was organised at Male 
(Maldives) and the number of 
affiliated countries had swelled to 
ten. The new affiliates were 
Holland. East Germany. USA. 
Singapore and Malaysia. And, very 
soon, as Babu told Sportsworld on 
his return from Male, five more 
countries would be affiliated - 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal. 
.Bhutan and United Arab Emirates. 
The Germanys would field a 
combined team from next year. 

Babu is a middle aged man in a 
hurry. He Is anxious to get 25 
affiliated countries-the minimum 
to get carrom to qualify as a 
demonstration sport at the 
Olympics. He is confident that this 
will be achieved in time for the 
1996 Olympic Games at Atlanta. 

At the Congress at Male, the USA 
Carrom Association and Singapore 
Carrom Federation were admitted 
as full-fledged members of the ICF. 
The Congress also decided that to 
meet the requirements of the 
Internationa] Olsrmplc Committee 


for recognition of carrom as a 
' deimmstratioh sport, steps should 
be taken to establish the Aslan. 
European and Oceania Carrom 
Federation before 1992. 

Tlie Congress decided to allot the 
first World Carrom Championship 
to New Delhi and this would be held 
In October this year. Nearly 100 
players would participate In the 
four-day meet which would see 
ma tches in team and individual 
events. The latter categoiy would 
be open to non-afflllates In a bid to 
encourage and popularise the 
game worldwide. 

The Congress also drew up the 
schedule for other tournaments. 
Ttie second Federation Cup will be 
organised in Switzerland in 
October next year and the first 
World Cup for men will be held at 
Kassel In Germany next year, A 
three-naUon youth tournament 
Involving India. Sri Lanka and 
Maldives will be conducted In the 
Maldives In September this year. 
Partab RaniehaiHf 


TRIVANDRUM 





T he state Sub-Junior Aquatic 
championship concluded on a 
high note at the Water works 
swimming pool with a total of 28 
meet records being shattered 
during the two day meet. 












Arehana was the girl’s champior 
In the Sub-JunTor Aquatics 











In the bo 3 rs section. P. 
Vlmalkumar, the brother of star 
swimmer,?. Sanalkumar, 
sparkled, collecting four golds tn a 
record time: lOOmts. freestyle 
dm; 14 sec), 50m. backstroke 
(40.13 sec) 50m freestyle (33.63 
sec.) and 200 individual medlej/ 
(3m.‘ 10.40 sec). Rajeshkumar. 
also of Trivandrum, set a new time 
In the 100m breast-stroke, Umlng 
lm:21 sec. 

M.K. Archana. representing 
Trivandrum District, created five 
newmarks; 100m freestyle(Im: 

19 sec.) 50m breast-stroke (48.37 
sec.) 50m backstroke (42.47 sec.), 
50m freestyle (35.88) and 200m 
individual medley (3:16.97 sec.). In 
the 200m freestyle, Remya 


(Trlvandrum)-clocked 2m:46 sec. 
to set a new meet record. 
Trivandrum District dominated 
the pool and bagged the overall 
championship. 

Ss)MV Kumar T.K. 




CALCUTTA 


Waterpolo 


I Ts waterpolo time now and the 
College Square swimming pool 
Is bubbling with activity. 

One of the major meets In the 
Bengal Amateur Swimming 

Eastern Railway ware the 
winners of the Waterpolo 
Championships 



AmarBasakofRamnagar .. 
Vh/ekananda Bayam Samfty wa# 
the winner of dteMkm . , 
swimming race near MurshkiMi^. 
Thialstheiongaat swknmh^ 
race in the world. Basak covtrvdl 
the distance In 11 hours apd 
20 minutes. 


Association calendar, the Self 
Culture meet drew all the major 
teams from the State. Eastern 
Railway, with quite a few national 
players In their ranks, finished 
best as the Rallwaymen overcame 
a fighting College Square 
Swimming Club 11 -5 In the final 
match. 

Shyamsundar Mltra top scored 
for Extern Railway with five goals 
and Swapan Das contributed two 
more. But the best player of the 
final was from College 
Square—Slddhartha Chatteijee. 

In the semi-finals, Eastern 
Railway defeated Bowbazar Bayam 
Samlty 16-7, while College Square 
got the better of Central Swimming 
Club by an identical margin. 

Bowbazar finished third In the 
championship when they drowned 
Centx^ 13-7 in a play-off match for 
the third and fourth places. Ramen 
Roy scored three goads for 
Bowbazar In this match. 
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F or a city of Its stature, 
Madras has surprisingly 
inadequate infrastructure 
for conducting major 
sports events. That is the main 
reason why comparatively small 
cities are able to organise 
international events while no meet 
of such magnitude is generally 
given to the Southern metropolis. 

Madras is the only major city, for 
example, not to have an astro turf. 

Other than cricket matches, 
Madras has not staged an 
international event since 1979 
when it hosted the Davis Cup tie 
between India and Australia. 

Tbe tournaments were held at the 
Nehru Stadium in Central Madras, 
very close to the main city station. 
And Indeed, the Nehru Stadium 
(formerly known as the 
Corporation Stadium) has been 
the main sporting centre in the city 
for many years. 

It was the venue of cricket Test 
matches from 1956 to 1965. The 
National Games were held there in 
1968. It has also In recent years 
been the venue of the Federation 
Cup boxing tournament. 

But, overall, the Nehru Stadium 
is associated with football. It has 
been the venue of the National 
Football championship more than 
once, the last in 1984. The 
Federation Cup was organised 
there in 1981. And the Tamil Nadu 
Football Association which has its 
office In the stadium premises 
organises its tournaments there. 

For long, the pride of Madras 
sport, the Nehru Stadium which is 
under the custody of the City 
Corporation has now Mien on bad 
days. The galleries are in a state of 
decay, the ground conditions 
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woeful and the amenities are 
archaic. About the only .silver 
lining are the tour huge floodlight 
towers constnjcted for the 1984 
Nationals. 

And yet C.R. Vlswanathan is 
determined to conduct the 1993 
Nehru Gold Cup intemallonal 
tournament at this out-dated 


Nehru Gold Cup is held anywhere 
else in the city as a temporary 
measure, that would mean the end 
of the Nehru Stadium and Madi as 
will nwerhaveapuccaibotball 
stadium. If cricket can have a 
stadium in the city, if hodcey can 
have a stadium, why not football"? 

Mr Vlswanathan is pinning , , , 
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The galleries at the Nehru ^dium. Urgent renovations are needed 


venue. A former TFA Secretary, Mr 
Vlswanathan is now convenor of 
the three-member high-power 
committee set up to do preliminary 
work before a full-scale committee 
issetuplater. 

And why this obsession with 
holding it at the Nehru Stadium? 

"Because, I want the city to have 
a full-fledged football stadium". 
Says Mr Vlswanathan, "If the 


almost alj his hopes on the Chief 
Minister, Jayalalitha. "We have 
been in tquch with the various 
Govt, secretaries and now it all 
depends on how we present the 
case to Madam," he said. 

I The cost of remodelling the 

I existing stadium would be Rs 10 to 
12 crores and the conducting of the 
Nehru Cup Itself will cost another 
Rs. 1 1/2 crores. partabRamehaiid 




SPORTSWEEK 


TAMES CORBEH, Amerl- 
J can heav 3 nveight box- 
mg champion, fought for 
the last time on Aug 14, 
1903 In San Francisco, 
losing to Jim Jefferies In 
round 10. 

T he Indian football 
club. Mohun Bagan 
of Calcutta, was esUibli- 
shed on Aug. 15,1889 

T he star of the Berlin 
Olympics which con¬ 
cluded on Aug 16,1936, 
was the black American 


athlete Jesse Owens 
who. with his four gold 
medals, had shattered 
two world records and 
Hitler's hope of Aryan 
supremacy. 

A nita SOOD created 
sporting history for 
IndlaonAug17,1987 

when she swam the 
English Channel In an 
Asian best time of 8 hrs. 
15 min. 

O NAug.18,1925* 

English batsman 


Jack Hobbs broke W.G. 
Grace’s world record of 
126 centuries in first 
class cricket in Britain. 

A merican aviators 
Ben Abruzzo, Maxle 
Anderson and Larry New¬ 
man became the first to 
successfully cross the 
Atlantic Ocean In a bal¬ 
loon when they landed 
near Paris on Aug 19, 
1978 after six days and 
3200 miles. 

T he prestigious Ityder 
Cup match In Eng¬ 


land reached a nail- 
biting stage when the 
result depended on the 
last hole of the last 
match between British 
golfer Tony Jacklin and 
5ie American Jack 
Nlcklaus. But in a fine 
gesture of sportsman¬ 
ship Jack Nlcklaus con¬ 
ceded the putt to create a 
tie, a perfect result for 
one of the closest fought 
matches in sporting his¬ 
tory on Aug. 90,1969. 

A.II. Sharif 


MILESTONES 


WONt By Italy the 
first World Junior 
Archery Meet held In 
Norway. India came >; ‘ 
efghtliln thf? team '■ ■ 
championsitip. \ 
DiiAPPROVEDtBy 
the Board of Control , 
for Cricket in 
Pakistan, the {dans 
of five one- dayera 
during their t<Htr of 
India in Oct-Nov; 

They Instead want 
two Tests and two 
limited over 
matches. 

INAUaURATEDtThe : 

first of the three cen¬ 
tres of the Sports 
Project Develop- 
ntent/laeia (SPDAl to 
pimride the best of ; 
tridiilng. coaching, 
equipment ! 

o^er&cttfiles.in ' 
Eii^kot< TMs scheme . 
is sponsored by the . 
Sports AudmrUyttf ' 
ludtaISM). 
yOfflAKGoram lva«' 
niaiindchitiie&aitilB . 
Cuplsf Yugoslav ] 

.Gri>atiati.The .! j 
iienubBebfCrostfk ; 
had adviised it's' . / 



WONt By Bengal the 
Junior National Soc¬ 
cer Championship. 
Thq^ defeated Goa 
2M in the final play¬ 
ed at Saithalpur. 
WONt By lb year old 
DlpanjanDasthe 
under-11 title of the 
' &1tlsh'C%e88 Ch^> 

ptonshlp-Helsths 

&ntIh(fi|uhtowtii 
'the,title.' 

-WOHt By Thailand 
the 53ra Singapore 
Track and Field 
Meet. Malaysia' 
came second. Ituha 


You’wi hewd of wnstlingand arm wreMilng. Now’a 


QanRHi ehamplonshlps held in the Bavarian town 
iMWaMwrburg 


dtdnot partlqi^te 
in tjie Meet because 
.oirthe Centra]' 


■ tte'teaiB,'' ■ ■ 


He defeated Brad 
Gilbert 6-2.6-7,6-<3' 
Inthefinal. . 

VRSKHt By Jmn^r 
C«$riati{heiilazchii 
7dtpfepa4slo;tourn 
. .naan»t.;'Sbe!d^feat-'' 














Putt with u Wedge 


iVERBEENTldur 

/PAOAIN&TA 

£>LUR or ROUOH 

iDiETOTHE 

,UE£«?. 


...WEU.TRY 
pu rriNtf wirw 

THE LEADING 
EDGE OF YOUR 
»/EDOE. 



SA 'I . 


// 



Because you cannot oer to the bottom of the bale, 

STRIKING IT ALONG ITS EQUATOR IS EASIER THAN 
conventional PUTTING. , _ , ^ 

WITH SOME PRACTISE,this CAN PROVE A USEPUL SHOT-SAV'ER. 


fcv ¥f^TiV<r«i ^• 



Knock your Putter into Shape 


Concentrate on the Ball 






IF AT AOPRES&, THE 10E OR 
HEEL OF YOUR PUTTER 
IS OFF THE GROUND THEN 
THEUE OF THE CLUB IS 
UNSUITABLE FOR YOUR 
HEIGHT AND POSTURE. 


IT ONLY TAKES TOUR 
LOCAL PROFESStONALTWO 
MINUTES TO ALTER THE 
Lie OF THE CLUB,SiO 
IF YOU ARE HAVING 
PROBLEMS ON THE ' 
GREENS,HAVE YOUR 
PUTTER checked. 
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Short Kins ARE hrobaim.y the most 
STRESSFUL 5HOTS IN GOl F LYUF IT 
CAN HLLP TO THINK OF SOMErHING OlVEK 
THAN YOUK TARGET. 

--1 I PRACTISE BY CONCEMIKATING ONTME 

BALL-NOTTHE HOLE. 


.. Once ALIGNED 
CORRECTLY, I 
S1 ROKE the PUTT 
AND only AIXOW 
MYsElP TO LOOK 
UP WHEN I HEAR 
THT BAUDROP. 












QUIZ/CHESS/EMDGE 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 In 1965 d nineteen year old 
scored 155 against England in 
what was his debut Test at 
Brisbane Guess who'? 

2 What IS common to Graeme 
Pollock John Edrich and David 
Hooks'? 

3 Who IS the odd man out of Amai 
Singh Fazal Mahmood Brian 
Statham and Ian Botham'? 

4 In d Benson and Hedges 
quarter final (1974) a ball 
smashed Ian Botham in the mouth 
and a couple of his teeth were 
broken But he continued and was 
45 not out and minus a couple of 
teeth Who was the bowlei 
concerned and who were the 
opponents'? 

5 Who batted on all five days of the 
Centenary Test against England at 
lords in 1980'? 

6 Who took 11 wickets for Australia 
against England in the Centenary 
Test in Melbourne in 1977'? 

7 Who scored a century and took 13 
wickets in the Golden Jubilee Test 
at Bombay in 1980'? 

8 Which great Australian cricketer of 
the Seventies and early Eighties 
was nicknamed D K by his 
team-mates and why'? 

ANSWERS 

1 Doug Walters 

2 All of them are left handed 
batsmen 

3 Brian Statham who was a fast 
bowler while all the others are 
medium pace ones 

4 Andy Roberts Hampshire 

5 Kim Hughes 

6 Dennis Lillee 

7 Ian Botham 

8 Dennis Lillpo From Dennis Keith 
Lillee 

CHESS 

Anothtront ol in\ pel hobby 
horst v-the queonless 
rniddlef,>.im( Like the'Vus4po\ 
Guie\ Itc h eiM oiintei this laic also 
emphasises tlu lae t that til*? Umt 
honouied princ iples ol 
development and coordination still 
c ount alter an e\i hange ol que ens 


A tleej) paw n saertfu e sets 
c\trvthmj> iq) 

Whitt C hantllei Vs Hlatk Kinq 

Hastiiijis 91 

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3 Nf6 4 BgS Bb4 5 edS 
QxdS 6 Bxf6 gf6 7 Nge2 Nc6 I his is ihi 
Mat t iitt heon \ ariation ol the 
f'l ent h Defi nt e one ol the most 
t omplt \ s\ stc ms The 
af or emt ntioned jiawn sat nlit e of 
follow s 

8 a3' Bxc3 9 Nxc3 Qxd410 Qxd4 Nd4 
110-0-0 c5 Attempts to hold the 
pav\n 1.11111 Nt 6“? 12 Nb5 or 
1 1 e5 12Nd5elf 

12 Ne4 b613 c3 NfS 14 g4i Nh415 Nxf6 
Ke716 gS h617 f4 hgS 18 fgS Rb819 Bb5 

Nf3 Whitt has a black square bind 
andlw far the more active 
pit 11 s—espt cially minor piet es 
lilat k intends to win material with 
tht lastmo\e 

20 h4 (See diagram) Nxh4 Blat K 
t m 1 e.ist t he pressure with 

20 R\h 1 21 Rjth4 N\h4 22 Ng8' 

KIH 2 1 KdH winning 

21 Ng4 Bb7 22 Rd7 Kf8 23 Rfl NfS 24 NeS 
Rh2 Blat k abandons 17 bet ause 

24 Rh7 25g61swot&e 
25 Rxf7 Kg8 26 g6 Kh6 27 Bd3 Bg2'? Not 
a good movf but blat k Is helpless 
Iht malingnet with look knight 
and pawli will loit e vit lory 
anywa\ 28Rg1 Ng729Rf2(1-0)Whiu 
wins a piet t 

An objtt 1 lesson in how to 
sustain an initiatwe 

Devangaliu Oatta 



JIRIDGE 


One of the wor^ feelings at the 
bndge table coAes from the 
1 ealisation. a bit too late, that a 
play that could welfhave found its 
way into somebody s bndge 
lolunin has been missed - 


NORTH (d immyl 
« K r$4 
« OE 
* KOEl? 

« 10? 


WEST 

* 983 

* J97E3 

* 87 
A A94 


EAST 

* A6? 

* 1082 
• AOJ9 
A 186 


SOUTH 

* QJ10 

* AKA 

* 104 

* KO-EI 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

1 NT 

PASS 

Pass 

Dbic 

Pass 

2« 

Za 

Pabj 

^NT 

All Pas,. 




13 15 

The state ol the scon explains 
the biddings foi Noi th was keen to 
complete Ihe game rather than 
take a small penal h Wtstleda 
heart and on wrlnnlng in hand 1 as 
declarei played on spades East 
winning the thud round Back 
came a second heart won in 
dummy and the thirtet nth spadt 
t ashed pitc hing a t lub from hand 
as West Ihi ew a heart and East tli< 
nine ol diamonds A t lub to the 
king and ate followed and West in 
response to partnt r s high looking 
card shifted lo diamonds East 
won his jdt k and pt i sc\ t re d w it h 
heaits This was the position as I 
won the third ht art 

NORTH (j in inyj 

A 
V 

• K65 

* 10 

FAST 

A 
V 

A AQ 
A JB 

SOUTH 

A 
9 

A 10 
* K75 

Needing two t nt ks moi e 1 1 ould 
see that East had started with a 
3 3 4 3 shape hojiefully wnth the 
jack of clubs Intending to end play 
Fast m clubs I cashed the king but 
East threw the jack under my king 
and 1 had to go down 

Do you see where i went wrong? 
In the diagrammed ending, all I 
had to do was to play a /owelub 
from hand without cashing the 
king' Bast would not have been 
able to avojkf giving me two tncks 
one way or the other try It 


Wfcbl 

A 

V J 
A 7 

* 94 


70 







f7V0IVMOnr9M»«va9oM 

JLi^'^illPIVillVV fOTH^WMlKmVI 



qiwfcyma1IMIii»».*fiiilw*|ieo< . 
snMMW-rtdM! iww>/3lMNi?at)Miw i 


VIMEN^.AQAiSSton tw ‘«hotailao* 


B I^CALLY the moat Import' 
ant thing for me is my i^, 
not the Federation Cup, not the 
Olympics and noiany tourna¬ 
ment Steffi haa her owm opin¬ 
ions and I have mine, but I ctoni 
thinic they are auppMsd to be 
made public. 

MONICA SELES retaliates to 
Grafs accusation that Seles’ puH- 
ing out of the Federation Cup was 
‘inexcusable’. As a result she might 
not be alioaredlopiay in the Barcelo¬ 
na Olympics ih'ra. 


TF the 19M soccer World Cup 
JL fa hoping for some box office, 
they bettor package it with a U2 
concert. Of fr ee b e er . Or amnesty. 

A Washington Post COLUMNIST 
offers some recommeiidations to 
increase the popularity of soccer in 
theU.SA 

H ere was sport’s equivalent 
of Rembrandt, condemned 
tocoiourbynumbersiofOiei- 
gud, reiegatod to the role of 
spear carrier. 

MICHAEL CALVIN on David 
Gower being sidelined from the 
England squad throughout the 
summer. 


JOHN MoENROEapparai^laaia 
hehaslosthis^.l1toianpw'^' 
would dtoagrsefhougb; 




































Stefano Capriati had proved 
himself veiy sensitive to any 
criticism from the 
medio —and he hadn't seen 
anything that could begin to 
approach what the English 
tabloids could do with 
someone like his daughter 











ps^ 0 f It was Uiat lon^ jo^ 

ip^t tnade It so di!9cuH for tne. l^igofUaBed overthe 
wtiote thing for two yeaia. 1 stUI cant 0ve you ajny ono 
neiaon why John and I wore divorced, Uwas}ustalot 
l^tdetHfogs tiwktbothofusfolt. Or itMijije didn't foc^. 
’t&idru^you fed whentheotherper^ is 
tnc^ Ifyw're in lovejust wasn’t thete anymore. . 

: 'My modierstiU thinks of John as a son and always 
wffl.Fortunatdy. Andy won their h<^art$. Now, my 
fadier loves everyone in his famify and they all get 
atongreally well. But when I grstshowed up with him. 
ohb^-’ 

. AiPliV agreeing the ternn» of the divorce adth Lloyd in 
late 1986 Bverthad spent most of January and 
February of 1987 with Mill, and cdled her parents to 
tell them she was bth^ng her new boyfriend to Boca 
Raton.'My dad hit the roof,'she said.'He started 
screaming at me that the divorce wasn't final, that if 1. 
was seen In putdlcwith another man John might ask 
for more mcm^and all sorts of things fike that. It was 
unbelievable. Fca-om thing. John isn’t that way. For 
another, he was living with somecHie. Fina% I said to 
iny father. ’’CHcay, I’ll tellyou what. I’m going to haye 
John call you and tdlyou how ridiculous you’re 
being."'nial'a what I did. John called mydadand 
said, ’There Is absolutely nothing to wony about."’ 

The trauma passed and Chris and Andy were 
married, although tlKy are not married in die eyes of 
die Catholic Chuith. T do have problems with that’ 
Chris said. *1 think of myself as a spiritual person. The 
idea that I'm not pmnled in the eyes of the Church is 
scanethtogTve had trouble understanding. It just 
do^ui't ns^e sense to me.’ 

In truth. Evert's personal life has been no different 
than many American women. She had a great first 
love that teU apart. She rebelled in her early 20s 
against her strict uprhrlngingl^ partying and dating 
alot. ^le got married at 24. divorced at 32 and 
re-maiTted at 33. She likes to teU very dirty jjokes and 
she smoked maryuana on more than one 
occasion—^although she doesn’t smoke it now and 
doesn’t endorse kids tiylngtt. Expert’s image has 
alws^s been the sulyectof a good deal of discussion 
among tennis players. John McEnroe, knowing iter 
' sodal fife so differed from the public perception, omie 
told her she was 'a fake. Just like Jlmn^ fConnors] is/. 
Evert responded by tcHtng him there was adifleretice 
hebitoen being a fake and being diplomatic. 

Thm was aU histoiy now for rookie TV 

oommaitators. Connors seemedto fit mme ettolly into 
the role. Ev«»t wasn't comfortable belt^crUtoal or 
tmdng on cpittroveimal issues. Connors wasn't aibout 
to 81 ^ exacts thought o^ ^ 

woiffd Itove imiakito'NBC’s licerise had^ 

cainealotclo^. 

Theblg adjustment for both them was off the sdr. 

: Begh were used to having people conw^ them for 
fovors; to ask them for time, Now. thathad. changed. 

mtmitowawttoacoii^mplionna, 

some eftosnew coOe^iuesiaxl said.'If I^was tills 





Faitun^tylbr iione 

E^ertfigiired outttieproMemfitoiy qtJicI^. ^ 

never toi^ life had ttfMk peojde for fsnrare*^ 

Tm used to people wantttig to do tJilnj^ me 

because I'm a tennis player. Nowr. I'm JTOt.* 

She was sttfl Chris EvCTt.«tUl die Queen* W *»® 

different. Evert felt thcdllIermc«lnoat acuti^ to hO" 
relattoni^iJpwlthCa|H!taU. 1 ctm atttl reteetHDerhfflr' 
famllywhen^wasyoimgW'amdlWte^plaj^: 
They weie vretehlng me practice or condng to d 
tournament and thqr juf* thought beto^aitmpd wms 
the greatest thing. Now. it’s all different'- * V ' 

When she called to set up the Interview, herhfbther 
told her Stefano Capriati didn't want to do It. Jennifer 
didn't have time, i^ert was shocked and hurt. 
Eventually Evert's brother smoothed things over and, 
EA'ert got the interview. 

But the relationship had definite^ <^hanged. When ' 
Evert asked CaprlaU on the heels ofher'L^' comment 
about Navratilova If she viewed Evert as a great idayer 
too. Capriati shook her head. 'It's dlfferent.*stMf teW 
Evert, •you're my friend. And you're a tnemh<^<d'the 
. press,' 

That one stung a little. 

WcicoBic To Tabiotd -tendy Jcmiifetl 

A ll spring, IMG agent John Evert had been 
concerned about what would happen wi^n 
theCapriatl-teen-tourhitEn^nd.^etofib :, 
Capriati had proved himself very sensitive to any . , 

criticism from the media—and he hadn't seen 
anythingthat could begin to approach what the ‘, 
En^lsh tabloids could do with someoneiike his 
dau^ter. 

For the English tabloids everyone and anyone Is 
fodder. Almost nothing is a secret. Airports and hotirts 
ate staked out. If a tennis player goes to dinner, to ffte 
movies or to the bathroom It is probably going to ritosr 
up in a tabloid the next day. / 

The players themselves are at least partfy at fault. 
While they complain bitterly when the tabloids wrtte 
untruths about them—or truths they don’t want to 


First of all, I do feel I have on 
obligation because I knovs^ a 
lot of girls look at me as 
some kind of a role model. 
I'm not going to lie about 
anything but if I'm going to 
admit I smoke marijuana I 
have to say that I really 
believe it's bad for you" 
Chris Evert 







■eeln aO of tliemliK wflUng^tD tiAaie. 

mpoey fitim diem whm It f» oiftmt. Flayen'iRttin^ , 
coliiBnis for the taUoidB had beeomie aiiicb an 
tfMdemicaevendyeanearlterthatWiiddedanhad 
IttwriltiTnlr nr^—^ 
media oudetdiot^ dte twbweelm ef the touraament. 
Aibei^ dioae ndw bad takm taliloid nwi^ 
were MdSimie. Caramel 
Svett lliiayear, tfncib rim waaiwlaiiger pb^ 
Bi*eitwa8doli:«adiai!yi(ttrdmI>ali(K£i^^ 
dihm^iout ttmtournanieiit iferl^ $49,(XM; 

(>qpilad'a driiutin S^iqgtaari waa. of 
newa. When abe went to the movtea one n^tt witb 
aonm blendaadm had ctomeom-fixim I^da, ^ 
taUrida had atoiiea about her lioyfilend'. takbigher 
Out Another rag ran a huge spread about the touring 
pro deal her father had made In Florida. It included 
picturee of the'manalon'the CafKlatia were going to 
ttve in. The deal hadbeen made and the Oqf^tls 
were planning to move to Broken Sound in the 


One evening after a futile 
day spent trying to set up 
interviews with a couple of 
players, Connors turned to 
some of his new NBC 
colleagues and said, "If I 
was this big an ass...when I 
was piciying, shoot me right 
now". Fortunately for him, 
none of them had a gun 


tail—but the house they were going to live in hadn’t 
been built yet. 

Caprlati'a real proldem came on Tuesday. As well as 
she had j^yed in her first five tournaments as a 
pro—she was already ranked 13th on the 
computer—this was her first pro tournament on 
grass. As dominant as she had been as a Junior on 
clay and on hard courts, she had actually lost in the 
quarterfinals in the Wimbledon Juniors: this was one 
suriace adiere she was vulneral^. 

When the rain cleared off on Tuesday morning, 
Capriati played her opening match at Eastbourne 
and won ea^y. Naturally, &e English media wanted 
to talk to her. The WTA's postmatch interview policy 
gives a player who has to play anothor match that day 
—which, because of the rain, Capriati did—the ri^t 
to defer her interview imtU after that match. Usually, 
this provision crops up when a player has to play 
doubles shortly after singles or v/hta a player has lost 
atoughmatch. 

The Ekigllah media did. hot want to wait for Csqrriatl 
to play ho- seemd singli^ match to talk to her. It 
ml^t not end until 8 or 9 o’clock and all of them had 
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teit^ dl &iy vuttetf iiieie a cmpide afquciteaaboat 
Bntfand, tJlnv«ather, ^ 9 raaaandtl^inlded«atar 
indce tb^ Capilati-atarwedai^itismlMipiiy. A4eal««» 
struck: Caprtattwould oomeiniKfterhwfint;inatd|i 
but iKitjdliCT her ■econd-rournl match latertliatdpty . 
agidnstOretchenMagers. *FlRe. flne,'most.oftlie 
reporters said, 'Just brh^her in as soon aapamlble.' 

Capriati came in. She dbi her‘everythingis' 
vmnderfut* routine and eveiywie was happy. Then: ' 
wasJurtonepiTiblem ; . '' ■ , 

Ut» Elise Oivtid^ Magmhad becoiQe 
accu^nixied to being the vwrin^up act fiat ' 

rock stars. She admits fiiere ^tlmeaiiirhmi^ 
chcdes because of It. but she accCpta It. • 

'Sometimes I feel like sonw sort of afderttowJ thkifc; 
wesdldo,* sdie said. 'But ttmfiKtisthrtwillmMt the ^ 
stars, the rest of us dort'tmate ttus tooney^^ ' : ,! 
making. So. it'skind c^teu^ tocon^^aln.’ 

Magers had twice been a Grand Sl^ . t': 

quarterfinalist during college (US Open 19B2.l’rtshch 
1983) but her first coujde of years on totMrafeiaa 
struggle.‘I honestly thou^t coming out of ocfiege ' 
that I could be a top-10 player,’she said. Hdsltfe is ; 
full disappointments. It's very hmtl to beina^^iob 
where every single wertc thereisamajorietitfoiirtt^t^ 
actually if you count doubles, becanasejustabout 
every week you lose. Every wertiwfaenllose. I’m reaciy 
togotuHne.’ 

Now. on the grass, wldr dusk Closing ki. Magees ' 
quicklyfeUbehindC^}rlatl6-2.4-1.Capriati,' • 
cruising. Magers was m^ry with lierseu.ln|9i^,a)|0 
had won her tough nqatches. TMs year, sitt seemed to 
be losing them. She didn't wrmt to be embarrasswdby 
Capriati. So. she dug brand picked up horgamert a / 
time wdien it would have been easy to say, ‘NertweekV 

Cs^rlati was cau^tcompletrty off guard. I 

Watching her. Tom OUllficson could see that she was 
surprised. 'In Juniors, whenever she waBup6-12, >4-1,.' 
the other girl was thrilled tohave wwi three games/ he 
said. This was diiierent. This was a soUd pro ^ho. 
didn't think the match wasover until they shook 
hands. Jennifer had never really dealt with that 
before.' 

Magers came back to wdn 11 of the last 13 
games—and the match. % die end, wtih the sun 
almost gone, Caprlad locd^ lUce a 14-year-old. hot 
theworld'sNo. 13 player. When she left the courts her 
entourage quickly ctosed ranlm around her to escort 
her offttie j^unds. However, the media didn’t want,to 
let her do that. The losshad mado her earlier quotes 
meaningless. Th^ wanted to taUc to her again. 

That wasn’t going to hrqapen. Ch^^rlatl had dorie her 

Intorrtew and no one 

Sims was about totrtl &tefid|o Capriati’that his 
daughter'sloss renderrtlrtie eartierdeal ntoqt. , 

Securtty hustled theGapiiatto away. The nevhq^ipeFS 
M Lmdon the iMohday l^pe^pted thfltaheh^ 
grounds In tears. H yp e *■ emnfitetie^ 

tauuxnunte—w>. tt wamt’ttd^ Frt«hqi»--«hree d^s, 
later^>4}mt alto csntohlkh to tahc 
thenv rtto hadreitortwAhm'firstinasUng-^-albelta 
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RmSH ecstaiy vaifL oVoixiaxd as Nigd Man- 
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ready, a fact that 
troubles some members 
of the International 
Olympic Committee. 

‘That ‘manana.’ has a 
point where it has to 
stop." said Richard 
Pound of Canada, a 
member of the IOC's 
executive board. “Next 
July 25, a man will come 
here with a Greek flag 
and an Olympic flame 
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I N a city where 
landmarks like the 
Sagrada Familla 
cathedral and Parc Guell 
lie unflnished and 
manana never comes, 
the 1992 Olympic 
Games loom large on the 
horizon. 

"The press will be able 
to find a workman with a 
hammer and a nail to 
photograph on the eve of 
the Games." Joked 
Pasqual Maragall. the 
Barcelona mayor who 
doubles as the president 
of COOB. the Barcelona 
Olympics Organising 
Committee. “But the 
cement mixers will have 
long since finished." 

But with the Summer 
Games due to begin on 
July25.1992, less than 
a year from now. 
Barcelona remains a 
maze off constructlcm 
sites and detours, of 
scaffolding and 
bureaucracy. The 


Olympic master plan—a 
$3.9 billion civic 
overhaul that Includes 
more than 300 projects 
and rates as one of the 
most ambitious in 
European histoiy—Is 
under constant revision. 

Four of the seven new 
hotels originally planned 
have been scrapped, 
several venues changed, 
foreign experts hired to 
oversee everything from 
communications to 
catering and completion 
of a new.hlghway system 
has been postponed 
until next June. 

In addition. Olympics 
“test" events that began 
June 27 exposed a 
number of flaws, both 
structural and 
organisational, sending 
COOB officials into 
spin-control overdrive. 

As a result, Barcelona 
Is expected to go right 
down to the wire getting 
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“If we finish everything on time, 
we will be over the moon. But if 
they are finished 30 days before 
the Olympics or one day, what is 
the difference? ” Chief Executive 
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With less than a year to go for the 
Games, the Spanish city is 
struggling to get ready 


and suddenly there’s no 
more ‘manana.’ That’s 
when everything had 
better be in place.” 

Without question, if 
Barcelona’s goal was to 
undertake massive 
urban renewal and move 
out from under the 
shadow of Madrid, its 
arch-rival In everything 
from politics to soccer, 
then the Catalan capital 
has already succeeded. 

"T?n years ago, 
'Barcelona was fairly 
pnheard of outside of 
Spain.” Maragali said. 
“Now. however, almost 
everybody can put it on 
the map. In this way, we 
can say that we have 
already gained firom the 
Games, because they 
have helped the city 
become known 
internationally. 

‘There is no doubt that 
on an international 
scale, the Games are the 
best investment a city 


can make.” 

Stadia and arenas 
aside, the crown Jewel of 
the Olympic building 
program is the 
$1.7 billion athletes’ 
village on the waterfront. 
There, an entire town, 
Poblenou, is under 
construction. When 
finished, it will include 4 
kilometers (2.5 miles) of 
beach, a new harbor, 
2,000 housing units.two 
44-storey towers, 
shopping malls and 
parks, and will finally 
give Barcelona a window 
to the sea. 

Nevertheless. COOB 
faces controversy over 
the n«(t 12 months on a 
number of fronts. For 
Instance: 

'Dcket sales. Only 
361.786 out of a possible 
4.7 million tickets were 
sold in Spain in the first 
phase of sales that ended 
June 18. while combined 
woridwlde sales topped 


out at 1.5 million. All 
told, sixty-five per cent of 
the tickets remain 
unsold. 

"That’s typical of 
Spain.” said Josep Luis 
Villaseca, COOB’s 
director-general of 
sports. "We do 
everything at the last 
minute, and that 
includes buying tickets.” 

Most of Barcelona’s 43 
Olympic venues are 
already in operation, 
ranging from the 
60.000 seat Montjulc 
Stadium, where the 
opening and closing 
ceremonies and the 
track and field 
competition will be held 
to the 4.000 seat 
baseball stadium in 
Viladecans. 

But there are 
problems. Stiff winds 
and power outages at 
Montjulc Stadium, 
coupled with a running 
track that was ravaged 


by the Barcelona 
Dragons of the World 
League of American 
Football, played havoc 
with the European B Cup 
track meet in late June, 
prompting complaints 
fiom athletes like world 
record Javelin thrower 
Scppo Raty of Finland. 

"It’s unthinkable that 
this is the track they’ll 
use next year in the 
01)rmplc Games.” he 
said. 

Meanwhile, the 
baseball and equestrian 
test events were largely 
ignored by the Catalan 
public, and it’s slowly 
dawning on others that 
subsites like the rowing 
venue in Banyoles are 
practically in France. 

COOB officials 
definitely are not 
panicking. 

”Ifwe finish everything 
on time, we will be over 
the moon,” said Josep 
Miguel Abad. COOB’s 
chief executive officer, 
“But If Urey are finished 
30 days b^ore the 
Oljmiplcs or one day, 
what is the difference.'' • 
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Theitaia1canJounMli8t«n^ lAuy«ltn|^le^he8aS(t.,TauitonT.fftiB^ 
tlieiiitethlQgabiwtt3ie<«Y«nJks.tti^’reH0i«i^^ ^ 

Aiqrwiiy> tnis tan. wdll Amerlksm )QQk^ 

Caonon. fbr not ttify he rqMfetMmtuig a 

iriao ap|]eaa«d to loi^ Jliobo aien. behig ml Oi«t iwine tenita «Ath the lagBt^ 
during |M«88 conferencea. Yet he eR|riafate(l, ^Ihnniy Ja not ao host^ 
pieaa these daya. tt’a Juat that Iw la so Ued up tritti hla NBC MKirfc. hto tetinftlt 
and adth as niany otiw things that I Mjftpoae n vinmY be worth trying 
You could hyanysriiete else, hut not at tills year’awtmbledan*. 

irthatsmtbadiKws.getUngioConnoratiieofncialw«ty-^thtou^theWlm« 
biedDnI¥e{MOflk»~waaeqija%la]|XNMfide.MndiofUha8todo«HnhlheM 
England Oidi's peculiar inteivkw i^stem: nv bsurringtite juntw pkyera. an' 
liriervlew requesta have to be passed fay the t^reas (MdSce, whether it Lencd 
or Sabatini or even an mduiowm player that you wish toapeak with. After you 
enleryour nante at the Press Office, if the list of apphcanta'exceeds eight then 
an eaduatve interview la intpossifale. Instead, you a general inteiview- If 
ho«ever.tfaellatdaesnoteaoeedei|pit(letus8i^lnstead.fhne)tiieplayercon' 
cesned is givcna (dmice-wbuld he/she like to speak to them indlvi(hn% M* 

ocriketlvely, M tt Is. sUch a system never worto with tile auperstara. liar tneire.i> 
are never less than eightJfKtnrialiats anxious for an intervli^ 
Yca,|usta8i)qydreaznsofanexclu!dveintervtewwlth«Jindioat^aredheail^< 
ed ibr the duatidn. someilting hai^pened. At a press conference one day^ 
Jimbo Jrdted. HVliere do I go finm here (tenniawts^ I don't know. All I can 


youl8tliathonihaelgoirirBlghtiotheNBCtent.Ihavetodosomeconnnen- 
taty*. NBC lent, I thou^t here leonie. 

Despite not having tin necessary credentials to enter the televlston press 
area, after nnidi persuasion I inanaged to coorince the security ginurd to let 
me In. Itappeareda ftiUle exBieise. fi^diinbo was still cm thealr, and with the 
NBCtentsituatedbangoppOsite thekitchen'sgarhagebtn. watting was been* 
mtog a rather smelly 

Then Qna%, one hour and ten minutes latenJames Scott ConruHwmade 
an appearance. As I hurriedly blurted mit iny request. Im! said, ”Why do you 
want thte litierview? Can you explain?^. 

I had my ansaor ready: "Mk.Cmmora, this is it^ first grand slam touina*’ 
ment and it could be iny last. I bekoig to a titird wixM couadry and urMce 
otiierjouriiaftats we dreit have the opj^HTtunlly to tour the circuit. So ttUs bMi 
kind ofonce-in>a>UfetiiiKopportunl^ fmr me. If I don’t get thto interview noWi 
I may never get U at aft*. 

Connms nodded sagid^ and said. "Okay, you came throui^ ^ UNaai 
OfiSoe". 


When 1 ex|dalried that aft such attempto had fidled. he reified,'Then yap 
hino to take permiaskm ftom NBC, because I'm wmktirg for them". 

Tdon't fcn^ anyoito to Mac". I argued, "and whatgusrantee is there tiuri 
they will i^irove my request"? j 

Connors, the gentteinmt. flna^ saw toy point and beckoned to a IbtkNi 
standing nearby (Bob Baadfae. N^a ftaiaon o0oei1 and said. "Bnh. eoi||M 
you sec upan totervlewwith tiitogentlerrianm theconotog'twoertiwred^'', 
Baseme arranged the htteivlewjbr tile day after, sdBmringiae iSmhinlei 
with Connora. tfaeoitiy toterrimition beingvirlumlw had togsoffaridit^^ 
AgMBi hiinadf. 

R had been tou^ but I ftna% bad wy ekeiuatre. And 
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4{| radials are not 
the same. 

Mhen you wont the 
best radial tyre for your 
cor, find out what's under 
the tread. Steel. Or 
ordinary textile fabric. 

Or fibreglass. 

Fabric or fibreglass 
can never match the 
efficacy of steel. 
Only steel belted 
radials 


1 


enhance the performance 
of your car. By way of 
increased fuel efficiency, 
more mileogeand better 
road grip on any ond 
every kind of rood. 

lhat's why 97% of the 
world rides on steel 
belted radials. 

So give your car the 
advantage of steel. Feel 
the unmatched power 
and safety of steel radials 


v^ile braking, 
cornering and driving, 
even on wet roads. 

Avitch to the 
world-class steel radial. 
Only from JK. 
ft's the Real Radial. 


Write in to know more 
abcNrf 4ie Real ikadiai to 
Mir. S.V. Srinivasan, 

Radiol Chib, 

J4C. Industries Ltd., 

3, Bohadurshok Zofor ftftarg, 
NewOeU)i110002 


THE REAL RADIAL 
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Intelligence. 

Creativity... 

Force of 
character... 



Ramco: Corporate Patrons of v. Anand. 


Excellence. 

So vital inwork-or.pl! 
Ji can make the world. 
Ajtawninyourhands. 

We admire your mentc 
excellence... 

Your original tactical 
play... 

Your skill, dedication 
and sharftness. 

2650 |K)int.s-your 
rating i.s excellent. 

You have a No. 9 
position in the world- 
Atid a place in our 
heads at Rtimco. 

We are 
backing It 
AnaiKl I 

Yourcommttment to 
excellence - 
It can help you win - 
This pure mind-to-rninc 
combat. 

Witfi Anatoly Karpov. 

In the Candidates 
Quarter finals 
at Brussels. 

It can help you make... 
That winning move 
Anand! 

Free glossy poster ot 
V. Anand and a booklet on bli 
favourite gamest 
Write to; 

Public Relawrns Depi., 

Kamco Industries Ltd.. 

V Floor. No. 98 -A. 

Dr. Radhukrishnan Road. 
Mylapore. Madras 600 004 . 
Please pay the postman 
Rs I »■ (V^ to cover postt^e. 
and handling changes. 


The Rameo Group 

• Conon Yarn • Cement • Fibre Cement Shtieis • Pijres and Accessories 

• Computer Software • Digital Elearonics • Surgical Dressings. 

We nurture excellence. 
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FLOORED 


Tourist boom 


B oris BICKER 
might be an 
honoured 
gueilattheAn 
England Club. But he’s 
not likely to be mode 


so welcome by the 
rest of Britain. 

You see, he’s 
wrecked the holiday 
plans of 90 British 
tourists by taking over 
two floors Ota 
package tour hotel. 
Scheduled to move 
Into the £300 night 
Hotel Soruie In 


KIrchberg, Aurtrla, the 
tourists were informed 
hours before 
boarding a fHghtfrom 
Heothrow that Boris 
hod dashed their 
plans. Havirrg 
originally booked six 
rooms, he phoned 
late last tortnightto 
request 13 more 


PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


Becker mey be femoue 
but Is not always so 
endearing 

rooms for his 
entourage tor two 
weeks while he 
ployed at the Austrian 
Open In KItzbuehel. 
Bookings for the 
tourists were 
cancelled, of course. 

Needless to say, the 
Brits were rK}t amused. 
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A DRUG free Oiego Maradona is Anally . 

regaining his senses and wants to return to 
competitive football in Italy. He has again 
offered his services to Napoli and they are reported 
to be pleased, and are willing to weloomelrim 
back again. Maradona, however, has set a ntimbo' 

' of conations through his business mantra 
Marcos Franchl. 

According to the stipulations laid down by 
Maradona, he reportedly waius (a) to may iti a -' 

. hotel (b) a salary Increase (c) a immth's holidsV % 
year (d) sSven days freeansonth to ccmtlntie liis' 
treatment in Argentina (e) lengthening Of his . 
contract whhh expires in 1993, by a year (I). > . 

payment which.the club owes him from.' 
November 1990 to February ^91 and (g) to advise .. 
the club on soccer matters. Negotiations areon . V 

hold till these clauses are discussed by theclub. 
officials. 


Coming Home 




WarnWay: cIlMing hl« MrvIpM t^ 
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MAKKIKl) 
ITO TflE MOB 


Event of the year 


FTER having 
beenmarried 
X' JLiC^by the Press 
to almost everyone In 
Holtywood, from their 


Ashok Amritral (right) 
«vith Cory Evaraon. 
Mummy’a ehoaan fria 
brida 


aei^ st^rjeta tbtiie 
nubiie nymphets m 
South‘Indta; Ashok 
AmrltraJ has finally - 
consent^ to many a 
gill of his parents’ 
choice. "The girl has 
been chosen by us 
and Ashok has 
agreed." said Mrs. 
Maggie AmrltraJ to 
SportsworJd. 

On being asked as 
to who the girt was. 
Mrs. AmrltraJ said 


that It .wasa secret 
andivould cm)y be, 
divu^edh’the pr^ 
alter Augaat IS.as 
the dates before that 
were inauspicfous. 
"But dcm't worry, 
you’Ubethe first to 
know as soon as we 
^t things in gear;" 
she sald^ Given die 
Amrltrajs’ 
connections this 
could, well turn out to 
be the media event of 
theyear. 


DRIVING’ INTO TROUBLE 


Nicklaus gets it 


G olf legend Jack Mleklaus baa bean 
1 Inked to a mule 1-mil 1 Ion pound 
land scandal In Thailand ebere be 
bas a £10 million contract to design 14 
golf courses. 

Tbal forest officials alleged that 
Nlcbolas' company. Golden Bear, 
apparently bulldosed vast areas of 
Irreplaceable tropical rain forests. 
Bvan worsa, pol lea bave also slapped tbe 
oampazv wltb cases ranging from f orgad 
documanta, tbamnrdars 'of tenforast 
officials Qvar the last one year and 
various InerlAlaatlng evldenca. 


Qokfen Bear Nldclatis: Hfo with golf Jant always 
so smooth 




Martina; horns la whara tha haart ones was 


LOCK OUT 


Homeless Martina 

F LJirrHER humiliation was in store for 

Martina Navratitova. First lAie was sued hr 

her former coDQianion Judy Nelson for an 
astmnoiiiical sum for iraBdelity. Now she’s been 
thrown out of her home by MIm Nelson. 

hi ancDodusive TV aaterVtow to Barbara 
Walters, Navrathovaelaiiaiaddiat she had been .. 
stayiiig ai m assistani’s house since Judy charged, 
thelodESOftheirhofoeinAspen, Colorado. An 
iticaosed Maiima^ sijlM thnt the woman with efoom 

... .....j . : _ 


aeohahitaiion. * 












Where’s 

Viv? 

Shrabani Basu spent over a 




week tr3dng to arrange an 


interview with Viv 


Richards. This is her story 


1 ‘M not usually in the habit of walking 
into men's dressing rooms. It can be 
distressing at the best of times. In 
retrospect. I’ll say I was reduced to 
desjjeratlon. When one is tracking 
Viv Richards, one often is. 

1 got thrown out of course. Ttie West Indies 
team—all tn various stages of undress—didn’t 
take kindly to the female intrusion. A polite 
English attendant led me out. Soaking outside 
the pavilion, holding a frail brolly to London’s 
grey skies. 1 wondered how it had come to this. 
The Caribbean King had originally promised to 
meet me in Bristol and give me a lengthy 
interview. He had said "No problem, love." as if it ■ 
was easy as rain. 

1 learnt otherwise. Once in Bristol. Viv 
couldn’t be traced. He was never in his room, 
rarely on the field. I took to paging him. leaving 
messages by the hour. The hotel staff were 
sjrmpathetic, a Jamaican friend sharing his 
room was positively rude, and of course there 
was no reply fiom Richards. 

The next stop was Chelmsford: I caught up 
with Viv again. 

"Hello, love," says he. cool as cucumber. 

"When do I meet you," 1 virtually exploded. 

Why didn’t you come to Bristol." he says, as if 
nothing had happened. "1 thought we would 
meet there." 

There was no pointblowingyour top. That 
privilege rests only with Viv.."l couldn’t get 



On the eve of his last Test 
match, Viv Richards spoke 
to Sportsworld's London 
correspondent 
SHRABANI BASU 














FAREWELL 


um 




Hew do you fed today, on the eve of your last Test match? 

You know, a lot of people think that it may be a time of 
sadness, but I don't look at It that way (smiles). 
Because one’s got to think about the wonderful things 
that we've had in life and the times we've gone out and 
had a good time. So 1 would like to think it’s a 
wonderful occasion. And 1 feel maybe that the time is 
right, in the sense, that 1 will look forward to playing 
my last Test match in this country. But I'm hoping to 
play a little of the World Cup if 1 do get a chance, and 
then that'll be the final curtain. 

Playing your last Test match at the Oval must be vary 
spKiai for you^ because H’s here that you scored 991 
runs, your highest Test score.~ 

(Lau^s) Yes. it's got some wonderful memories, and 
what I'd like to do maybe is turn back the hand of time. 
At this moment, though. I would Just like to play as 
well as I can and enjoy the game as much as one can. If 
' you could do that, ttrat would be wonderful. 

M irise must be very special, playing your last match wridi 
-lanlotham^. 

Yeah, it's a marvellous sort of feeling, because of the 
wonderful time we had as friends. He's one of my best 
friends and we shared a flat together and did so many 
things together. So it's the perfect sort of setting in a 
sense to have him here at the Oval. Yeah, it’s nice, I’m 
very pleased that's he's back. But I don’t want to wish 
him too well. 

And what of the ftitura? Will you go back to Aatigua? 

Yes. 1 do see this as a steppir^ stone. 1 always said that 
when I came to this country, when I finished 
whatever, that I was very privileged to be here and be 
helped so many wonderful people and things like 

that. And it’s nice that I can go back home to celebrate 
, friy birthd^if and try to see that everything works 


well. And if I'm half as successful as I was on the 
cricket field, well then I will be very happy. 

Will you be cirtcring poUtki in Antigua? 

Yes. I see myself doing some work in that area because 
1 always have been, A lot of people have often said, how 
can cricketers get Involved in politics and things like 

that. Well, obviously 
cricket comes first, and 
I've got interests other 
than cricket, like other 
sports. Plus my other 
Interest is politics. And 
it's nice to have a 
dlfierent love. Because if 
you are concentrating 
only on one thing then 
you would become a little 
bored with life doing the 
same thing over and over 
agaiin. So it's nice to have 
that interest apart from 
cricket and for me, that’s 
politics. 


A lot of people 
think it (his last 
Test) may be a 
time of 
sadness, but I 
don't took at it 
that way. 
Because one 
has to think 
about the 
wonderful 
times we’ve had 
in life 


On bic subject of poiKics, 
you’re very conscious of 
being blade, end... 

(Interrupts) Yeah, that’s how I like to be identified. 

Sure, so wtiat phase In your life <M this consciousness 
come about? Was it became of any racist experience you 
had, in your days of county cricket in Britain or at any 
othmttane? 

Well, 1 think as a black person living in Europe you are 
going to be confronted with, and certainly I was 
con^nted with, lots of things of that nature. But it 
was never that. 1 always had this belief that I was 
humanitarian in a way and I always wanted to see 







people of my colour, gel their Just reward. 


through. I left so many messages." 1 had to stop 
myself from screaming. 

Says Vlv: 'You see. 1 know so many people in 
that area. 1 have many friends, so 1 was rarely 
In." 

Sure I know. "Okay London, this time." 1 
persisted. 

"ril be too busy in London, my love. Too many 
meetings, no rest-day. very dllBcult. I wouldn’t 
like to keep you In ajam." 

1 already was. 1 told myself. "I'll contact you in 
London, you have to give me some timer' 

"Okay I'll be at the West bury Hotel". 

"I'll ring you." 1 said. 

London. Monday August 5: The usual routine 
of ringing the hotel and the Oval. No luck. Then 
late at night, finally Vlv answers the phone: 
'Tomorrow’s too difilcult. No time. We practice 
In the morning. There are meetings after that. I 

Durina the interview a 
rain*soakea Ian Botham came up 
and thumped him on the back. 
There were other interruptions 
too from his fellow Caribbeans. 
Yet through the ruckus and noise 
Viv talked, as he always has, 
straight from the heart 

wouldn't like to get too tired." he says. 

"I'll meet you at the Oval." 1 told him. 'We’ll 
talk in between practice." I couldn't be bothered 
making an appointment. 

Tuesday August 6: Eve ofthe fifth Test match. 
The cameras and scribes are all there at the 
Oval, picking up comments from Vlv and Ian 
Botham as they practice. I let the cameras finish 
clicking and remind Viv that I’m there. 

"I have to finish fielding practice, and then I 
have some work and then we'll try," says the 
great man. He’s flashily dressed in a white 
Slazenger track suit, gold chain, gold bracelet 
Inscribed with his nick-name ‘Smokey” and 
walking with his usual stroll of confidence. He's 
also just finished snubbing a Western 
Journalist, who wanted him to say something 
funny. "1 don't believe in being funny," he told 
him. The six-foot Journalist looked like he was 


Have you ever met Nelson Mandela? 

No, I haven’t. 

Would you like to? 

Yes, 1 would like to meet him. I think he’s a remarkable 
man. We all have a list of people we would most like to 
meet and people we most admire and things like that, . 
and he's on my list. But I haven't seen him and 1 
haven't met him, but I’ve seen him on television and 
read about him In the papers. And certainly from the 
things that he has done and the struggle that he has 
been through, he's a 
remarkable man and 
most certainly an 
individual that I think 
nobly of. People, and not 
Just black people, people 
who are from a particular 
minority raceor 
whatever, these are the 
people we should look to 
tiy and emulate, 
because they've been 
through it all and they 
are the ones who can tell 
the true story. 

And how do you look at 
the return of South Africa 
to International cricket? 

Well, 1 said so at the time 
that I was a little bit 
surprised, because I felt 
there's a lot to be done 
with regard to the 
changes that are going 
on in South Africa. I 
remember that I did say 
as well, that the South 
African Cricket Union 
has made remarkable 
progress in trying to 
brlr^ about a change in 
apai^eid in South 
Africa and I want to 
applaud the things that 
they have done. But the 
government still 
rules...IJust feel it’s not the time and enough hasn’t 
been gained in that sense. Those are my honest beliefs. 

Do you cm think youll play in South Afrtea ? 

Weil, I’ve had numerous offers and invitations and 
things like that and, yeah, one would like to be there. I 
think it’s a remarkable type of a cricketing country 
with lots of talent, and It'U be sad for such talent to be 
wasted and not put on the world market, because if 
you are a great sports lover you’ll want to see all that. 
So maybe if the time is right and we all are happy with 
the progress that’s been made, well then it woiild be 
won^eriiil to play in South Afilca. 


I think Nelson 
Mandela is a 
remarkable 
man. We all 
have a list of 
people we 
would most like 
to meet and 
he's on my list 
...maybe if the 
time is right and 
we all are happy 
with the 
progress that’s 
been made, 
well then It 
would be 
wonderful to 
play in South 
Africa 
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Do you see the new KC 
regulations of Ihnitlns one 
bouncer per over as a racist 
stepbythevdiite 
cricketing countries? 

No, I wouldn’t say it’s a 
racist step, but I would 
say it's a step to stop the 
people who have been 
pjerforming reasonably 
well like ourselves. It’s a 
sort of weapon that we've 
had and we’ve been 
successful with over the 
years. I feel personally, 
in a way, that it is an 
attempt to try and 
cripple the way we play. 
But class is permanent 
and form is temporary 
(smiles) and I’m quite 
confident that as long as 
you can play cricket to 
the best of your ability, It 
shouldn’t stop you from 
continuing to perform at 
the very top. 








Do you think there is any 
class coming out of the 
West Indies team now? 

Most of the older 
generation like Greenidge 
and Marshall are on their 
way out aren’t they? 

Yeah, there’s quite a lot 
of young talent. Maybe 
because we haven’t been 
given a chance to come 
and play county cricket 
like we did in tlie past, 
that you’re gorma get a 
little lull in our 
performances. But if we 
have the right methods 
and administrators and 
things like that we could 
build on our success. 

But in sport everything 
goes in cycles and today 
you’re up and tomorrow 
you’re down and If we do 
get down, we have 

to pick ourselves up and because we know what 
the path of success is and we have to try and 
follow that. 

Which tamings do you regard as your most memorable? 

My most memorable.. ,Ah, one would feel that was 
w^e playing in home town in Antigua where 1 
scored the fastest century in a Test match. It was 
something to do with the situation. When you do 



things in front of your home crowd, it’s always 
something very special. Seeing that we’re just a new 
sort of a Test match venue, it was very wonderful to 
have done that in front of my home crowd. 


How important is your backgiDiHid to your game of 


cricket? ■ciiig bom In ibitigu^ playing on the beaches, 


would you say that played a part In shaping your game and 


your philosophy of cricket? 








going to die, "I’ll meet you later. Shrabanl,” he 
said. At least he'd got the name right. 

Well, the rains came to my rescue. Richards 
didn’t get any fielding practice. The television 
crew charged into the pavilion with their 
equipment and 1 Cook it as heaven sent. 1 
followed the team to the dressing room, and the 
rest is history. 

But my luck was looking up. The great man 
took pity at my plight, strolled out, and asked 
me to follow him. 1 was finally to be given the 
time 1 had asked for. 

Sitting in the pavilion restaurant, watching 
the rain soak the pitch at the Oval, where he 
would play his 121 st and last Test the next day. 
Vlv Richards, finally went on record. There was 
no trace of sadness. The batting legend from 
Antigua had already shed his tears at 
Edgbaston. There, victory for West indies had 


Viv is king in Antigua. His 
wcNiding was broaocast live on 
radio and once in a match 
against St. Kitts, the crowds 
hovded so much in protest when 
he was given out that the 
umpires brought him back to 
play 


been doubly sweet, because it was his six which 
lifted them to it. His teammates had carried him 
out, Richards had held his bat aloft and 
confessed later that he had allowed himself to 
cry. 

The great master would have the satisfaction 
of leaving the game with a final flourish, ending 
a Test career that began in Bangalore in 
November 1974 and ended at the Oval in 1991. 
Don Bradman had cried during his last Test at 
the Oval in 1948 and gone put on zero. Vlv 
- wouldn't go like that. 

. Beneath the veneer of arrogance, the "lean 
and mean" look, and the carefully cultivated 
swagger, it was plain that Richards was 
ruthlessly honest, easy going and wont to speak 
his mind. If it meant walking through a crowd 
and seeking out a bigot, he'd do it. If he wanted 
to confront somebody in the Press box he would. 



Yeah, it did have a part to play. Playing on the 
beaches sounds like a littie bit of fun, but it did 
make you physically organised as well. Because when 
we finished we’d ail Jump into the water and we’d 
swim around for a little. So you always kept active. 
And one always thought that swimming was the best 
form of exercise and that worked very well, 1 think. 

Also, we played a slightly wild game of cricket, there 
was nothlr^ defensive about it. And we hardly had 
any protective clothing. It developed our instincts, I 
think. We Just learnt to deal with the bouncers and 
play them. Yeah, all that did make up our essential 
cricketing style. 

You had a tot of Rastafarian friends in AntlsiMi* You 
- Identified strengty with Rastas, lut you never became one 
yourself. Also the West InOes team never had any 
Rastafarians. Why was this? 

Yeah, my firlends, f>eople I’ve grown up with and 
known fru* a long long time are Rastas. Regardless of 
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whether Tin elevated as captain of the West Indian 
cricket team, they are human beings and so people 
have got to understand them. What I think is wrong 
adth this particular world is that some of us have got 
this feeling that we've got certain classes and thlr^ 
l&e that. 1 don’t look at class. I'm Just as good as 
anyone. Some people think that because you have the 
most monQT in the world you can go and treat people'' 
in a particular way. No. There ijfrajudge hereaJ?ove us 
all. And that judge is theMtghty Father who Is Qod and 
you don't go around treating poQ(4,e badfy.'And I look 
at life In a particular way. IVegot fideivlaand fhese'are 
peoplelwenttoschoolwlth,th^kffiren’tRagtaSwhthi , 
we went to school, that is the 

to<^up the religionas they wentohiiihfe'. And thiy’re 
still my friends, regardless what thqr believe.' 

And no. I'm not a Rasta, I was never si Ra^tai.. I just' 
happened to be around with people whoj knew when 1 
went to school .And they say that's the sent of 
finestfriencls that you canget; You can never 


No, no, no, no. 
i'm no ladies 
man. Yeah, I like 
girls, who 
doesn’t? Tm 
just a normal 
human bemq 


find nothing else as 
strong and as firm as 
that sort of friendship. 
So 1 would never ever 
change it. 


But aren’t there any 

^BastasJn the West Indies 
tcanft I believe one player 
vfis asked to cut Ms hak. 
Do you know about this? 
■Well, you'don't find 
~ tmteh ofthese guys Who 
do play. Most of those . 

. who play, play differerit 
kinds of sport. 

They're West Indian but they don't normally play. 
They’re a miportty. in erltdeet to the sense th^ tend to 
stay more withlootbah and soccer and things like 
that. 
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Always a crusader for his island, colour and 
race, Viv has written in his autobiography: "I 
believe very strongly In the black man asserting 
himself in this world, and, over the years, 1 
leaned towards many movements that follow 
this basic cause 
Vlv's pride in being Antiguan is 
overwhelming. He's happy he’s put the tiny 
Caribbean Island on the map. And he plans to 
return lo it to help his people, to clean up 
corruption and exploitation and Join politics. In 
his little island. Viv is king. His wedding was 
broadcast live on radio and once in a match 
against St. Kitts when he was given out, the 
crowd howled so much in protest that the 
umpires brought him back to play. The move 
surprised even Viv. 

His fairy-tale marriage to fellow-Antiguan 
Miriam, who he knew since the age of eight, is 
part of the island's history. It is to them and the 
two children, son Mall and daughter Matara, 

Beneath the veneer of 
arrogance, the 'lean and mean' 
look, and the carefully cultivated 
swagger, it was plain that Viv 
was ruthlessly honest, easy 
going and wont to speak his mind 

Viv wants to return after his last match. 

The Antiguan In Richards surfaces easily. 

He’s relaxed, charming and smiles often. This 
last Test would be even more special to him 
because he would be playing with long-term 
friend Ian Botham, whom the English selectors 
had brought in to save the last match. It made, 
as Viv said, the perfect setting for the finale. Ian 
and Viv had played for Somerset together. After 
Vlv's dismissal from Somerset. Ian had resigned 
as well. Ian had flown in for Vlv’s mairlage in 
Antigua and the two were long-standing chums. 

During the interview, a rain-soaked Ian 
walked up and thumped his back. There were 
several interruptions, as Viv was asked to come 
for a meeting and other fellow Carlbbeans didn't 
think twice before Interrupting us and asking 
mundane questloiis about Itmch. Yet, through 
the ruckus and noise Viv talked, as he always 
has, straight from the heart. # 


Hew do you react to being calkd an anrogant pcnonT 

Well. I don’t look at it that way. No one knows me. no 
one actually knows the real me. No human being can 
put a tag on me. That’s totally ridiculous for anybody 
to put a tag on any individual. Who are they to put a 
tag on Individuals? And also, I don't look at it In that 
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particular way. Whatever they want to call me. ‘Angiy particulaily cm one occasion wHh an fnsIMi Joumallst.- 

thls and angiy that". I know that I’m filled with Hew do you fact about the meefia in general? 

confidence, God-given confidence, and this Is what I (Broad smile) Well. I've clashed with people when I've 

call the confidence in me. said what 1 want to say. This Is how Me should be. 



And hew do you feel when you’re d es cr i bed at a ladtes 
man? 

(Laughs) Ah. No, no, no, no. I’m no ladles man. If 
people think that...It's nice of you to think that, but 
no,I don't go around thinking that about life, that I'm 
this or I'm that. I'm Just a normal human being and 
just expect the sort of things as every normal human 
being does. Yeah^ like girls, who doesn't? I'm just a 
normal human being. 

Your very first Test match was In India. Hew did you react 
to India at the time? 

It's always a fascinating thing to go to India. Because 
you see so many levels. I'm an individual who likes to 
go places that are filled with culture and I think India 
is filled with lots of 
culture. There are ^ 

certain places where 
you've got to put on a tie 
and a suit, and things 
like that. And I know in 
, India, there may be 
places like that, but on 
the whole It's a warm 
culture with wonderful 
Jests, warm people and 
national Jests like we 
have. Also it does matter 
to me that we all tend to 
shy away from our local 
lltUe cultures, and want 
to be Identified with 
being European or 
whatever. But India is 
not like that and it's a 
country that I have 
thoroughly enje^ed. You 
do get a lot of people who 
don't want to tour India. 

But no one can say that 
I've sh led away from 
wanting to go to India. 


Playing my last 
Test with Ian 
Botham is a 
marvellous 
feeling. He’s 
one of my best 
friends and I’m 
very pleased 
that he’s back. 
But I don't wish 
him too well 


Do you reme mb er any one occasion wtww you Mew your 
top, I mean really bady? 

I've blown my top on numerous occasions. I'm not an 
individual who regrets most times what I have done. 
But I think there are times I've got cause and there are 
times that you don't. There are times udien I've done 
and I've no regret and there are times that I've done 
things, that 1 do regret. 

And at Hic and of tha day, asa you lookins tarward to 
igattlng back to Antigui^ MMam arid tha Mdt? 

Yes, 1 am. I’m really looking forward to going back and 
doing something with nqre^nowfor nqr people. • 







■ SPOT RtPORT 


Windies In England: Fifth Test 


Oil 

Equal 

Terms 

England shocked the West Indians i 
in Viv Richards’ last Test match to / 
square the series 2-2 / 
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T he summer 
of 1988 was 
described as 
a ‘black 
wash'. 
England 

had lost four of the five 
Tests. Greenldgc and 
Gomes had made 
Inaccessible mountains 
of runs and Vlv Richards 
had destroyed the 
English bowling. The 
eight-wicket vicloiy at 
the Oval was more' 
special as the 
predominantly black 
neighbourhoods of 
Brixton and Claphum 
waved their support. 
Outside the ground. 
Caribbean steel bands 
were in full How. Inside, 
the West Indian carnival 
was in full swing. Amidst 
that euphoria, a 
nostalgic Vlv Richards 
conceded that it was 
almost as If they were 
playing at home. 'ITiat 
was three years ago. 

By 1991. the 0\'al had 
completely changed. The 
Cariobean carnival was 
missing. Not too many in 
the second geriei atioh of 
blacks are interested in 
cricket any more, argued 
the English media. But 
that's only hall the 
story: in a climate of 
unprecedented 
recession and rising 
unemployment, British 
blacks have suffered the 
most, and not many can 
afford the luxury ofTest 
cricket at £18 a 'day. To 
make matters worse. 
West Indies lost the Test 
by five wickets. 

The Test at the Oval 
was drama at its best; 
full of twists and turns 
and hopes and 
dlsapp>ointments. Every 
day had a saga of chivalry 
and a tale of misfortune. 

It all began with Robin 
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Smith's quid but 
ruthless emasculation of 
IhcWest Indian pace 
battery. Hr bat ted Just 
short of six hours to 
score 109. his slxl h 
ccnlury in his 50th Test 
innings. Graham GocxTi 
also sIchkI solid as a rock 
for 60 while Chris Lewis, 
with an unbeaten 47. 
was able to prove that he 
had the technique and 
temperament to play 
Test cricket. 

Adding to the drama 
was the return of Ian 
Botham. Screaming 
headlines declared it a 
‘national event'. The 
Even/ng Standard even 
going as far as to 
proclaim The talisman 
inspires England simply 
W being there’. On the 
Thursday morning when 
Gooch decided to bat 
after winning the toss. 
Botham was'greatly 
relieved. Not idling up to 
the mark, the legendary 
allrounder actea on 


manager Micky 
Stewart's advice and 
missed the morning 
workout. In fact, till 
lunch he remained 
asleep on a bench in the 
E^nglish dressing rcxmi. 
Finally, on Friday 
morning, when Alec 
Stewart lofted Patterson 
Into the covers and 
Richardson made no 
mistake, the Oval filled 
with an air of 
expectant^. First they 
clapped, then they 
cheered, and finally they 
roared as the burly 
Botham slowly 
descended into the arena 
to conquer the 
unconquered. 

A hostile Curtly 
Ambrose greeted him 
with a bouncer, and 
followed it up wdth a long, 
hard stare. Botham 
responded with a smile. 
Calm and mature, such 
trivalitles don't bring his 
blood to a boil anymore. 
But true to form, his exit 


Phil Tufnell's davastating 
apeli did the trick for 
England 

was more dramatic than 
his entry. Ambrose 
bounced chest high 
again, and Botham lost 
his balance, eventually 
trying to hurdle the 
stumps as he fell 
backwards. The net 
result: a disturbed leg 
bail. Yet, it had been a 
reincarnation of a 
flamboyant, tearaway 
cricketer as a disciplined 
and restrained player. 
Botham had batted for 
131 minutes, faced 82 
deliveries and scored 31 
runs. Simon Barnes 
surely had Botham's 
century off just 87 balls, 
scored almost a decade 
ago at Headingley. in 
mind when he wrote ‘We 
have had Botham 
unbound so many times 
before: yesterday 
brought us Botham in 
chains.' 

The hero of the 
glorious Saturday was 
surely PhilTufnell. who 
took six wicket s in 33 
balls of which Just four 
runs were scored. The 
Gods were smiling on 
this Irritable and 
undisciplined young 
boy. nicknamed by his 
Middlesex colfeagiies as 
‘CerutTneir. The left-arm 
protege of former 
England spinner John 
Ernburey looped and 
spun his deliveries like a 
hangman's noose. A 
hard bouncy pitch, a 
helpful breeze and three 
catches by that giant 
slip-shark Ian Botham 
proved a real blessing for 
the artful dodger. 

Meanwhile, in the 
West Indies camp the 
clouds of doom 
darkened. Viv. the 
destroyer: Marshall, the 
great allrounder; 
Ambrose, the ‘Big Bird'; 
Lambert, the newTcomer; 
Walsh, the ferocious: 
and Patterson, the 
‘Batterson'. They all 
walked in one by one to 
put their heads into the 
noose. Never before was 
such a brainless batting 







display witnessed by the 
admirers of the West 
Indies. 

As the knights of KinjJ 
Richards surrendered 
one by one. only 
Desmond Havries 
remained unbowed. But 
even the most valiant of 
elTorts saw him stranded 
at a personal score of 75. 
In a short span of 28fi 
minutes and 57.3 overs, 
the world's miKhtiesl 
batting lineup was back 
In the pavilion, only to 
return after a shori rest. 
The West Indians forced 
to follow on! For 
England, it was a rare 
achievement. They had 
waited 22 years since 
Ray Illingworth invited 
the West Indies to 
follow-on. wav i)ack in 
1969. 

The unrelenting 
drama spilled over onto 
the fourth d£iy. But lor 
Gooch and Co. the road 
to victory seemed ever so 
long. The magical touch 
ofTufnell had vanished. 



HEAVENLY 

MUSIC 

NEEDN'T COST 
THE EARTH 



Does the sheer presence 
of Ian Botham lift 
England’s game a couple 
of notches? 

Haynes carried on from 
where he had left off In 
the first innings for 43 
before he was trapped 
leg-bcfore. Richie 
Rictiardson. unbeaten 
on 108. seemed 
determined to avenge the 
humiliation of the first 
Innings. And Viv 
Richards played his final 
Test innings. Those 
present at the Oval on 
that day will always 
proudly recollect the 
ultimate demon.stratlon 
of the art and style oi 
bat.smansbip. After 164 
minutes. 105 balls and 
60 runs. Richards mishit 
Lawrence to mid on 
where a vigilant Morris 
ended the career of the 
great West Indian. 

Slowly, with heavy 
strides, he began his last 
journey to a Test 
jiavllion. He dolled his 


Introducing tho CD compotiblo 
Sonodyno SCR 20M. Indio's first hi- 
fi stereo cassette recorder with o l-bond 


grophic equaliser for both recording and 


ploybock. Otiuf ftaUms incluih: 200 
Watts PMPO p- Dolby* Noise Reduction 
System ^ 2-woy boss reflex speakers 
Soft-touch mechanism jiu- Tope bios 
switch Stereo/mono mic., heodphones. 
'Ar/iy* Is lh» ■ngistmi ha^muk of the 
^ My Itbomtotlts Uanshig CotpoattBa, USA. 
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SCORECARD 


: r^lQlJM^O (Aral 

. Cb|loo^)t)wbAfnbK>8« 60 

TiiltorrtocLanibertbAfT^se 44 

. HI, AttWrtoncHobpBrb Walsh 0 

‘'A.8m)^lbwMaf8tudt tOd 

M.1tampfkkMbcUimbOrtbf^pw 25 

A,ainMHt c Mchardson b Patter^ 3 t 

IMaoibamhltvyickstbAiTibrosfl 31 

CbrlsL«wlsnotout 47 

Philip OaPrattaseOujonb Walsh 7 

DaWdLawmncacFhcharcisbWalsh 9 

PhHTuhwIlc Haynes bPattsfson 2 

Extras 54 

TOTAL 419 

Fall olwlelwts; 1 - 112 . 2-114, 3-120, 4-183, 5-263. 6-336. 7 - 351 , 
6-388,9-411. 

Bowflnp: Ambrose 36-8-83-3; Patterson 25.1-3-87-2; Walsh 
32-5-91-3; Marshall 24-5-62-1; Hooper34-1-78-1. 

WEST INDIES (first innings): 

Phil Simmone lb«v Lawrence 1 5 

Desmonci Haynes not out 75 

Richie Richardson c Stewart b Botham 20 

Cart Hooper c Stewart bOeFreitas 3 

Clayton Lambeit c Ramprakash b Tufneil 39 

Jeff Dujon b Lawrence 0 

Malcotm Marshall c Botham b Tufneil 0 

Vivian RlehsRlsc Stewart b Tufneil 2 

Curtly Ambrose c Botham b Tufneil 0 

Courtney Watahc Gooch b Tufneil 0 

Patrick Patterson c Botham b Tufneil 2 

Extras (lb-9, nb-11) 20 

TOTAL 176 

Fall of wickets: 1-52,2-95,3-98,4-158,5-160,6-161.7-172,8-172, 
9-172. 

Bowling: Defreltas 13-6-38-1; Lawrence 16-1-67-2; Tufneil 
14.3-3-25-6: Botham 11 -4-27-1; Lewis 3-1 -10-0, 


SseontfJnnlhgs; 

Ibw Marshall, 
c Dt4on4> Patterson 
c Ht^tperb Patterson 
cPattp^onb Walsh ' 
Ibw Lambert 
notout 
notout 


Extras(b-4.hb-l0,w-1) gjO 

TOTAL (for 5 wickets) * 148 . 

Fall of wlolmls: 1-3,2-40.3-80.4-80.5-142, : w 

Bowling: Ambrose 8-0-48-0; Patterson 6-0-83-2; Marshall 5-3-9-1; 
Walsh9-3-18-1; LambertO.4-0-4.1, 


Second Innings: 

c Lewis b Botham 
Ibw Lawrence 
cQobchb Lawrence 
c Gooch b Tufneil 
few Botham 
c Stewart b Lawrence 
b DefrMtas 
cMorrlitb Lawrence 
tbwOefretias 
Ibw Lawrence 
notout 

Extras <b-7, nb-S, nb-6, w-2) 

TOTAL 


36 

43: 

121 

54'. 

14 

' 5;' 

17 


14 

■ 1 '' 
"■.20 > 

3^ 


Fall of wickets.- 1 - 53 , 2-71, 3-185, 4-206, 5-305, 8-311, 7^88f 
8-356,9-378. 

Bowling: Defreltas 20-8-42-2; Lawrence 25.5-4-106-5; Lewlk' 
25-12-35-0; Tufneil46-6-150-1 r Botham 18-4-40-2. 



Robin Smith leads the 
English celebration with 
champagne 

cap lo a gratef ul and 
gratified crowd. His tyes 
were wet. though there 
was no trickle of tears. 

It had been a 
performance which 
inspired the erudite 
Barnes to pen ‘Richards 
has been a kind of ' 
sporting Steve Blko.. .he 
has exemplified and 
perpetrated the vitally 
Important idea of black 
consciousness, of black 
pride, of black victory.’ 

And yet, looming on 
the horizon was the 
unforgiving fate of an 
inevitable defeat. One 
that was ensured by Alec 
Stewart and Ian Botham 
after the West Indian 

S acemen had created a 
utter early in the 
English second innings. 
Vlfay Ram, London 
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WEST INDIES - BATTING 



M 

Inn 

No 

Runt 

Avge 

HS 

R B Richardson 

■5 

io 

1 

49b 

55 00 

121 

1 V A Richards 

b 

e 

1 

376 

53 71 

80 

D L Haynes 

5 

to 

3 

323 

4G 14 

7b 

C L Hooper 

b 

0 

2 

271 

38 71 

111 

C B Lambert 

1 

2 


b3 

26 bO 

39 

A L Lciqie 

4 

5 


120 

24 00 

78 

M D Marshall 

b 

7 

1 

116 

19 33 

67 

P V Simmons 

b 

10 


161 

18 10 

38 

PJ Du|on 

5 

7 


89 

19 71 

33 

C A Wilsh 

S 

7 


66 

9 42 

18 

B P Patterson 

3 

5 

3 

11 

bbO 

b 

CEL Ambrose 

b 

7 


37 

5 28 

U 

1 B A Allen 

2 

2 

2 

5 


4 

Extras/Subs 




14b 





89 

13 

2266 

30 10 

121 


HS 100s SOS Ct 


Centuries (3): 

111 — CL Hooper at l^ord s and 


Hundred partnerships (2): 

121 (4tli wi( kf t) b( (w« (n Hooper 


104andl21—KB Ruhaidsonat and Ku h.iidsat I>oid s .ind 121 


Edubaston and 0\ al i espec ti\ 1 1\ 


ENGLAND-BATTING 


(‘5lb u ic kt 1) b( ti\ (t n R)( h n ds 
and I^)^u al lunl bridge 


Inn No 


HS 100s 


BA Smith 
AJ Stewart 
C C Lewis 
G A Gooch 
I T Botham 
M R Ramprakash 
PAJ DePreitas 
D R Prinqie 
OA Lawrence 
R K lllingwortti 
AJ Lamb 
H Morris 
G A Hick 
RC Russel 
M A Atherton 
0 B Malcolm 
SL Watkin 
P C R Tufnell 
Extras 



Vivian Richards: 
fivaSO’ainhia 
farawail series 


Centuries (3): 

154* — G A Goot h at Headlnfiley 
148* and 109~RA Smith al 
Lord s 

and Oval respectively 


Hundred partnerships (2): 

108 and 112 (both lor 1 st wit ket) 
between Gooch and Atherton 
at Trent Bndgc and Gooch and 
Morrlb at the Oval 








OPINION 


PERFEC 


C * ^ lURlCM 
recently 

provided an ominous 
foretaste of what those 
makin^i tracks for Tokyo 
can expect when the 
World Athletics 
Championships begin 
there on 24th August: 
stinking heat, prices 
producing sweat-beads 
as profusely as the 
humidity, the Americans 
clean-sweeping the 
sprints and the Africans 
running off with the rest. 

One difference was 
that gold medals were 
not on offer for the 
winners. Just a bonus 
gold bar apiece to t he 
American sprint relay 
team as the promised 
reward for setting a new 
world record. 

Carl Lewis thought it 
was very nice, though 
probably he would have 
preferred diamonds. 

He's always been a 
diamond man. He wears 
them on his fingers and 
in his ear. After all. they 
are for ever, which is Just 
about how long he seems 
to have been around as 
the world's greatest 
athlete still performing. 

His successful 
anchoring of Leroy 
Burrell. Mike Marsh and 
Dennis Mitchell, 
brought his fourth share 
of a world relay record in 
eight years—curiously 
the only records he has 
set in a career embracing 
six Oljmipic and five 


World Championship 
gold medals. 

As a matter of record, 
too. It was an official 
American learn, not 
quite the same Santa 
Monica Track Club learn 
which had equalled the 
French-held record 
before in Monte Carlo. In 
Zurich, Mitchell had 
replaced Floyd Heard, 
and in Tokyo there Is to 
be another change when 
Andre Cason comes in 
for Marsh. 

The Americans have a 
simple way of selecting 
their relay squad—^the 
first four across the line 
In the national 
championships. 'It's not 
perfect, but it's fair.' says 
the Santa Monica and 
US relay coach. Tom 
Tellez, 'in this way the 
team picks Itself. If it 
wasn’t this four, it would 
be another four. In 
America we are lucky to 
have such gifted 
sprinters.' 

Such showmen, too. In 
Monte Carlo, Ivcwls and 
('ompany. running as 
Santa Monica, flew 
round like trapeze 
artists, clad in black 
tights and see-through 
tops. And in their latest 
trackside 
gear—designed by Lewis 


W HAT makes him (Lewis) so 

phenomenal is ftis mind. He just 
blocks everything out: the fatigue, the 
pressure, everything Burn-out? He 
doesn't know the meaning of the 
phrase. He’s got a heart that doesn t 
get old Tom Tellez 
Santa Monica and US relay coach 



















TIMING! 


Carl Lewis, who has just turned 30 is far from being 
a spent force. In fact he’s all set to take a geared up ; 
U S team into history once again when the ^ 
World Athletics Championships start in Tokyo ^ : C 


and Burrell—^thcy might 
have been head waiters 
attending their own 
Christmas party. If (hey 
didn't move so fast, you'd 
think they were posers. 

But don't knoek it. 
Santa Monlcans won 60 
percent of the 
American's track gold 
medals in Seoul, and 
there could be more than 
a fistful in both Tokyo 
and Barcelona. 

Until recently Lewis 
was the natural leader of 
the park. Although not 
exactly hlghkicking it 
back in the chorus line. 
Lewis is no longer quite 
the prima donna he was. 
These days the 
microphones are always 
first thrust under the 
nose of Burrell, who 
talks even faster than he 
runs. 

But it would be 
foolishly premature to 
think of l^wls ever 
settling for second best. 
Tellez, the Angelo 
Dundee of athletics, who 
coshes both Lewis and 
Burrell, says he would 
not be surprised If the old 
Olympic champion 
finishes ahead of the new 
world record holder In 
Tokyo. 

Between the showers 
of back-slapping that 
greeted his orchestration 
of the 37.67 sec relay 
masterpiece, Tellez.’a 
sprints coach for 34 
years, talked of the 
possibility of a new 100 
metres record in Tokyo. 
‘Leroy could do It ^aln, 
but so could Carl. 1 
wouldn’t bet a single 
dime on which of Uiem 


will run fastest, though if 
Carl improves his start it 
could be him.' 

What makes him so 
phenomenal, says 
Tellez, is his mind. He 
just blocks everything 
out: the fatigue, the 
pressure, everything. 
Burn -out? He doesn't 
know' the meaning of the 
phrase. He's got a heart 
that doesn't get old.' 

Tellez may be on to 
something. Lewis has 
always been a man for 
the occasion rather than 
the clock. With his bete 
noire, Ben Johnson, fed 
Ignomlnlously into the 


statistical shredder. 
I^ewis has been able to 
get on with his athletic 
life. 

He is at the most fragile 
time in any sportsman's 
career, fiaving turned 30 
the night he and 
Johnson were both 
beaten by Mitchell in 
Lille last month; but he 
reminds us that he is still 
younger than Linford 
Christie. 

America may never 
have liked the cut of his 
jib. even less that of his 
now red-tinged hair, but 
he is the sport's greatest 
survivor. 


The unity of the US 
relay team contrasts 
disturbingly with 
Britain's. The Americans 
are all about Stars and 
Stripes, the British 
about stars and strife. 
The baton still lies where 
it was dropped, midway 
between Linford Christie 
and the national coach. 
Frank Dick. 

According to Christie. 
Britain's relay problems 
will remain while Dick 
continues to coach the 
relay squad, but if things 
were right, he says, they 
could beat the 
Americans In ToIq^o. 

Had he been 
eavesdropping. Lewis 
would have smiled. He 
has been there before. So 
have the US. Lewis fell 
out with the 
management In Seoul 
when he preferred to 
practise with Santa 
Monica rather than with 
the official team, but it all 
became academic when 
a sans-Lewls squad 
dropped the baton In the 
first round and missed 
the final. 

Now. like the entire 
American contingent, 
they have got It together 
again. In perfect time for 
Toltyo, Perfect timing. 
That's what it is all 
about. Ask the Swiss. 
AtanNufekanl 


The Santa Monica 4x100m relay team in their black 
tights and see-through tops celebrating, after they 
equalised the French world record with 37.79 
seconds at the Monaco Grand Prix. (From left) Mike 
Marsh, Floyd Heard, Leroy Burrell and Carl Lewis 
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C rickets oldest Test 

ground has embraced a 
feir amount of history 
down the years, but (here 
could rarely have been a keener 
sense of anticipation than there 
was for the match starting at The 
Oval. A series to be settled, the 
return of the prodigal, and the final 
curtain call for one of the world's 
greatest batsmen. 

The stage, for once, does not 
belong to Ian Botham, but Vivian 
Richards is none the less pleased 
to see him at the party. "1 shared a 
flat with him for eight years, and to 
have him around when i m saying 
farewell is perfect. I honestly hope 
it creates a wonderful energy In 
this match, and it really couldn’t be 
better." 

The world has not quite seen the 
last of Richards, who will be glaring 
down the pitch at them in this 
winter’s World Cup, neither is it the 
last opportunity for English 
spectators to sample his genius. 
Fhchards will return In his 


dotage to Glamorgan for the next 
two summers, but in the game’s 
most ancient form of international 
combat, this is it. 

"It cannot last for ever," he said. 


W HEN Clive 
Lloyd >vas 
asked to 
continue as 
captain Richards 
said,' They are 
probably vraiting 
tor a 

blue-eyed 
blonde;' when 
ever his team's j 

fastbowling 
tactics were 
questioned, he saw 
it as an attempt to 
keep the black 
man in his place 







"and it is time lor me to get into 
other things. " Tlie other things 
turn out to be pt)llUc.s. back home 
in Antigua, where, he says, he 
wants to clean up ctirruptlon and 
exploitation. 

"We don’tjust have to work In 
hotels and wait on tables. 
Whatever I get into—whether it’s 
p<jlitlcs or playing marbles—1 aim 
to give It my best shot. " which 
presumably means Antiguan 
rorruf)tlon disappearing through 


mid-wicket. 

Richards is not idolised 
throughout tlie entire Caribbean— 
Al'ro-Aslan and inter-island 
rivalries see to that-—but in his 
native Antigua he Is as near to a god 
as makes no difference. When he 
was once given out caught in a 
game against neighbouring St 
Kitts, the crowd staged a 
successful demonstration to have 
him reinstated. It led to Richards 
setting the most bizarre of all his 


batting records by being out for 
nought three times in the same 
match. 

He was a bit of a duffer at school, 
and is also subject to severe 
fluctuations in mood, utterly 
charming one minute, going offlike 
a hand grenade (as a startled press 
box in Antigua discovered in 1990) 
the next. 

Richards has never been a 
conformist, whether whipping 
off-stump deliveries through the 
on side in a way calculated to make 
a purist's eyeballs revolve, albeit 
not half as much as the bowler’s. 

He speaks his mind, which has not 
always endeared him to the West 
Indian Cricket Board, and his 
smouldering resentment against 
what he perceives as a white man’s 
world is never far from bubbling to 
the surface. 

When Clive Lloyd was asked to 
continue as the West Indian 
captain in 1982. which he did for 
three more years. Ric'hards .said; 
’They are probably waiting for 
some blue-eyed blond." Whenever 
his team’s last bowling tactics were 
questioned, he saw it as an attempt 
to keep the blat;k man in his place. 
The cricket world, ” he said in his 
last book, ’’is full of hypocrites and 
racists. They want t o ruin our 
beautiful team, and see this 
particular race of people, from the 
West Indies, being pul down." 

It is perhaps this kind of 
suspicion that made him the 
batsman he is. Richards, more 
than any of the great players, sets 
out to destroy a bowler’s mind as 
much as his figures. Hence the 
long wait for the outgoing 
batsman, the grand entrance on an 
unshared stage, a riflecrack as the 
first ball disappears through 
mid-wicket, and then the 
gum-chewing swagger down the 
pitch and the icy stare. He retires 
without ever having worn a crash 
helmet, because to have done so 
would have surrendered the 
arrogance essential to his game. 

He is a religious man. but shares 
the Rastafarian leanings of his 
friends without, so to speak, 
having come entirely out of the 
closet. He is also an emotional 
one—shedding tears after 
Edgbaston earlier this summer 
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VIVIAN RICHARDS IN TEST CRICKET 


1974-75vlnd 
1974-75 vPak 
1971^76 vAub 
l»75-?«vrnd 
1970 

1976-77 vPak 
197?-78 vAu8 
1979-80 vAub 
1980 
tjt880-81vFak 
.1980-81V Eng 

1981- 82 vAus 

1982- 88 vlnd 

1983- 84 vlnd 
1983-84 vAiib 



when, his record of never having 
captained a West Indian side in a 
losing Test series intact, his 
team-mates rushed on to the field 
and chaired him oil'. 

He has not been one of the more 
cerebral Test captains; nor, with 
four high-class fast bowlers 
permanently on tap, has he needed 
to be. On the rare occasions that he 
has been required to display some 
tactical nous, there has not been 
much forthcoming. When his 
bowlers were emasculated on 
Sydney’s slow turner in 1988. 
Richards did little more than stand 
sulking in the slips. 

The Medusa-like glare that 
Richards has largely reserved for 
bowlers and media irritants is now 



reflecting back at him through the 
mirror as he surveys the inroads 
that Father Time has made on his 
hairline, but he is departing, he 


'E wand bit 
of a duffer 
It school 
and ildlso subject 
.tO;^ve:iii, ' ; ■ . 
Ducttibttbiis in 
modd/iifi^ty 
thcitnlin9 dtdne 
mtiilifer going off 
liiceafiand 
grenade the next 


says, without regrets. "I would 
have liked the most Test runs, and 
the most Test centuries, but I’m 
satisfied." 

"Most of all I would have loved to 
have climbed on to an Olympic 
rostrum and heard the national 
anthem playing, but the next best 
thing was winning the first World 
Cup. For all our islands to have 
come together collectively and win 
it was the most moving thing 1 have 
experienced." 

Not eveiy deed in his career has 
been purely Corinthian, but when 
great cricketers depart the stage it 
is more appropriate to counter the 
pluses and the pleasures. 

MarUii Johnson 




























1 SSAC VIVIAN ALEXANDER RICHARDS tried unsuccessfully to 
negotiate a David Lawrence delivery at The Oval and for the Iasi 
time walked the 80 yards from pitch to pavilion for the West 
Indies. 

WIsden, years ago, had labelled his impact on the game as the 
greatest in the last 50 years, alongside Sir Don Bradman's and that 
of Sir Garfield Sobers. Social analysts have logged him selectively: 
for them he shares the air with Michael Jordan. Kareem Abdul 
Jabbar, Jesse Owens and a boxer they called The Greatest. 

Black pride did not, with the exception of Ali. find a more 
aggressive plug in recent times. Richards Haunted his ability and 
colour with relish. He prided on his African origin, carried a picture 
of Haile ‘Hon of Judah' Selassie on the dashboard of his car, wished 
he had been Steve Blko if only for a day. wore Rastafarian colours t( 
a Test match and became the active cricktHer's unofficial 
spokesman on apartheid. There is in this context an amusing 
anecdote; best -selling author Jeffrey Archer's son William.' aged 9, 
was reading an article in The Times about the Brixion riots. "When 
he had finished." wrote Archer. "I tentatively asked him how he felt 
about the National Front's view that black people were somewhat 
inferior." 'Pathetic.' replied the boy, ‘none of them can have seen VI 
Richards at the crease.' 

Two instances prove his gurn-chewing arrogance. When he 
returned to England on Lloyd’s last Lour in 1984, critics wondered 
whether he had jaded. Bob Willis went further; in a newspaper 
article he explained how Richards ('ould be cheaply dismissed. 
Someone showed the newspaper clipping to the Antiguan. Richard 
scored 145 at Lord’s. 100 in boundaries. At Manchester he comerei 
Willis; of his 65. 53 were off Willis. Five of the first seven deliveries 
that Willis bowled to him were hit for fours. Of his first 44 runs, all o. 
Willis. 10 were boundaries. 'If someone had invented an 
intimldometer," wrote former Test bowler Mike Selvey, "this Than 
would have sent the needle oif the scale." 

On another occasion. Len Pascoe unsettled Richards with a 
snorter, and then, Rlchards-style, walked down and pointed to the 
Antiguan's skull, drawing an Imaginary cross. Richards surprised, 
glared down the wicket. "The next ball disappeared near the sight 
screen behind the bowler’s head for six. "Sometimes it is so sweet 
when it hits the bat,' Richards said, "1 Just know I can do aitythlng." 

And he could. Mike Hendrick’s full toss to him in the 1979 
Prudential Cup is proof: Richards stepped outside the line of the off 
stump, casually pulled the ball over mid- wicket for six, wove 
between pursulrig admirers and disappeared into the pavilion. Or 
the time Holding and he revived West Indies from 102 for 7 to 272 Ir 
a limited-overs match, Richards making 189 in the process. Or 
when he hit three sixes in succession and went on to plunder the 
highest in a World Cup game against Sri Lanka, Karachi, 1987. "Tht 
best way to get Vlv Richards out" Imran Khan confessed,'ls only by 








bortnghim." 


Freud would have relished getting him on the couch, for few 
individuals ran have been so distinctly‘split’. Richards could charm 
you off your feet with typical Caribbean graciousness. He could, too 
make you feel that you had questioned his parentage when all you 
would be wanting would be an autograph. Somewhere behind all the 
cultivated bluster. Richards was as insecure as he was diflk ult to 
understand. He would grant you the interview you were looking for 
if he was convinced you had acknowledged his suzerainty, that you 
had not a flicker of a doubt that the blacks were the most talented 
race and that he. Isaac Viv. was the greatest batsman in the world. 
Once you had sa/aamedhis ego. he c'ould unwind enough to give you 
the right quotes; and paragraphs. If you didn’t, he put on his 
arrogantly gum-chewing leer, accused you of Intruding on his 
privacy ancl .strutted off. 

It's a pity that someone with so rare an ability could be 
temperamentally as fragile. When he edged 'Venkat behind in his 
second ever Test match 11974-75) he stood his ground, confused the 
umpire and went on to score 192. Fourteen years later in Kingston, 
the umpire felt that he had edged Ayub to More and nodded at the 
appeal. Richards didn’t agree, threw a lit and his bat. pointed More 
out as the culprit and stomped oil to the dressing room. At Delhi in 
1983, he had broken a dressing room window in similar 
circumstances; at the Sabina Park he triggered a mini riot. 
Inebriated Jamaicans hurled bottles ancl beer cans into the ground 
until Richards emerged. Messiah-like, to raise his arms and ask for 
the jaeace he had himself shattered. Tlie West Indies Board 
tut-tutted, but I.V.A.R. got away with only mild censure. 

As captain of the West Indies his inability to digest press criticism 
manifested in a near-assault on a British Journalist in the Press box 
During that series against England. Richards was accused of 
having Influenced crucial umpiring decisions in his side's favour. 
After the series against Austr^ia the followlngyear. his public 
denouncing of Bobby Simpson was interpreted as petulant 
outbursts of a frustrated man. 

The batsman will go down as one of the most quick-eyed In the games 
history. The captain will fare poorly when compared to Worrell and 
Lloyd, struggling to support a crumbling edifice. The 
man...auTogant. intolerant and intolerable, and occasionally 
sunshine. 

My one memory of him will never be forgotten. How he fielded at 
slip on the Fort St. James beach in Antigua to my batting in 1989, 
then bowled me two full overs and then finally batted only to be out 
caught and bowled, by yours proudly. Full of smiles, and Take care 
man', in the fading hours of twilight, he waded into iJie Caribbean 
Sea and silently breast-stroked away. 

But that is not how one will remember this once-upon-a-time 
great^ batsman in the world. Sadly. • 
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If we could travel 20 years back in time, we would 
once again have been thrilled by that overwhelming 
sense of pride that bathed us in the summer of 71. 
The season of two successive successes—in the 
West Indies and then in England... PARTAB 
RAMCHAND rides the time machine back to that 
unforgettable days of glory and rekindles the 


N ext year 
will 

mark the 
diamond 
jubilee 
annlvers- 
aiy of Indian Test 
cricket. It will be a time 
when historians will 
recall some of the great 
moments in the history 
of Indian cricket. And on 
such an occasion there Is 
little doubt that one year 
will stand out as the 
greatest in all those 60 
years. And that is the 
"India Rubber Year" of 
1971. After all, to put it 
down in plain fact, it is 
the only year that saw 
India’s cricketers 
register two rubber 
victories In West Indies 
and Erjgland-and both 
for the first time. 

And yet when the 
schedule was first made 
known In the late sixties 
it was thought that the 
Indian cricketers would 
be moving from one 
disaster to another. For. 
If our record In the West 
Indies was bad, the 
record in England was 
worse. But the great 
performances of the 
team In the West Indies 
had chemged the 
atmosphere a great deal. 

The historic victory in 
the Caribbeans and the 
discovery of a young 
record-breaking 
baUsman in Sunil 
Gavaskar somehow 
made us believe that this 
team would acquit Itself 
creditably In England 
too. Of course. It was not 
going to do anything 
startling like win the 
series. Defeating West 
Indies was one thing. 
England quite another. 
For one thing West 
Indian cricket was going 
through a slump at the 
time, but England were 
Just about the best team 
in the world. In the 


memories 


preceding four years 
they had beaten India. 
Pakistan. West Indies 
(twice). New Zealand 
(twice) and had just 
come back from 
Australia having 
regained "The Ashes". 

Still, there was 
something different 
about this India side, 
again led by Ajlt 
Wadekar and one was 
sure that it would not 
meet with the .same sorry 
fate that befell its 
predecessors over six 
previous tours. India 
had lost 15 of the 19 
Tests played In England 
including eleven of the 
past 12. 

Naturally, some 
changes had to be made 
In the composition of the 
.snuad takinif intn 


account the different 
wickets and weather 
conditions In England as 
also the indifferent form 
shown by some players 
In the West Indies. So out 
went Jaislmha and 
Durrani and in came 
Abbas All Baig and B.S. 
Chandrasekhar. Out 
went Rusi Jeejebhoy and 
in came Syed Kirmani as 
the side’s second 
stumper. And the side 
was strengthened by 
Farokh Engineer who 
was available to play only 
the three Test matches. 

The Indian team put 
up a creditable 
performance in the first 
Test at Lord’s. Only 

between tea and close of 
play on the final day did 
they appear in difficulty, 
even in some danger of 


losing the match. All 
through otherwise India 
held the match in 
grip. The performance 
indicated that the team 
had a belief in their 
ability which their 
predecessors never 
possessed. The Indians 
played with the 
realisation that they 
were England's equals. It 
was a major 

psychological battle that 
the tourists had won. 

The spin trio of Bedi, 
Venkat and Chandra 
had England tottering at 
71 for five before a 
rearguard action 
Knott. Illingworth and 
Snow saw England reach 
304. In reply. India got 
313 only the second time 
in 20 contests in 
England that thev had 



even taken the first 
innings lead. Major 
contributors were 
Wadekar(85), 
Vlshwanath (68) and 
Solkar (67). England in 
their second innings 
were bowled out for 191 
and India were to get 183 
for a victory. A third 
wicket stand of 66 runs 
between Gavaskar (53) 
and Engineer (35) 
seemed to have put India 
on the road to victory but 
the middle order 
slumped against Gifford 
and Illingworth and 
India were 145 for eight 
when rain abruptly 
halted play. The draw 
seemed to be a fair result 
for neither team 
deserved to lose. 

I NDIA were, 
however, 
exceptionally 
hieky to ('ome out 
wit h a draw in the second 
Test at Manchester. A 
dream spell by Abid Ali 
saw England reduced to 
41 for four. Again it was a 


strong rearguard action i restricted to 212 wit h 


by Luckhurst, Knott, 
Illingworth and 


Gavaskar (57) and 
Solkar (50) being the 


245 for three declared in 
the second Innings. Ihe 
Indians were left with the 
daunting task of getting 
420 runs to win or. to be 
more precise, eight 


Lever that saw England chief contributors. daunting task ol getting 

reach 386. India had to England with a lead of 420 runs to win or. to be 

face Price and Lever on a 174 then pressed home more precise, eight 

seaming wicket and were the advantage by gel ting hours to bat out to draw 



















...the discovery of a 
record-breaking 
batsman Sunii Gavaskar 
made us beiieve this 
team wouid acquit itseif 
creditabiy in England... 
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Ihe game. 

By close on the fourth 
day India were Irj a shaky 
position at 65 for three. 
Persistent rain, however, 
washed out the last day's 
play and England were 
robbed of a great 
opportunity to force a 
win. 

And so astonishingly a 
combination of luck and 
skill had seen India stay 
on level terms on th<' eve 
of the final Test at the 
Oval. And here England 
won round one by 
hammering 355 on the 
opening day. ITie second 
day's play was washed 
out and at this stage it 
did seem like another 
draw was on the cards. It 
was unlikely that 
England could bowl out 
India twice in three days. 

India replied with 284, 
the innings lasting till 
the morning of the fourth 
day. Now England were 
In a position not 
dissimilar to that of 
Manchester. All they 
needed was to get runs 
quickly to add to the first 
innings lead of 71. This 
would leave India with 
the prospect of saving 
the match on the final 
day in the face of an 
imposing target of 300 
plus. That was the 
possible script on paper. 
What actually happened 
was very different. For, in 
the next 2 1/2 hours 
England collapsed 
sharply for 101 runs. It 
was incredible and the 
man chiefly responsible 
for this sudden twist in 
the scenario was 
Chandra who turned the 
batting inside out with a 
mesmeric spell of 
18.1-3-38-6. 

The Indians got the 
opening through a lucky 
break. Luckhurst drove 
Chandrahard down the 
pitch and the bowler in 
ttying tostop the ball 



Bedi: part of the terrible trio 


deflected it on to the 
.stumps with Jameson 
out of his ground. 

Chandra then 
shattered Edrlch's 
stumps with a ma.ster 
ball. Even the 
experienced Surrey 
left-hander had no clue 
at all to the delivery. 
Chandra then dismissed 
Fletcher off Ihe next 
delivery and all at once 
England were tottering 
at 24 for three at lunch. 
This perfonnance was 
thoroughly in keeping 
with Chandra's 
reptitation as the 
greatest single match 
winning bowler in Indian 
cricket. No matter what 
the other bowlers might 
follow up Mdth. India still 
needed Chandra to make 
the breakthnjugh. 

There was really no 
escape for England that 
memorable afternoon'of 
Monday ../kigiist 23. 
While Chandra 
mesmerised them, 
■Venkat kept them on a 
tight leash at the other 
end but. mention mtist 


be made to<J of the 
catching, especially 

Solkar’s effort at short 
leg to dismiss Knott off 
Venkat. 

In fact at 72 for eight 
England were in danger 
of being bowled out for 
less than a three figure 
score. It was only a 
ninth-wicket stand of 24 
between Hutton and 
Underwood that saw 
England scramble 
towards that mark. 

The 173 that India 
required for victory 
should normally have 
been a comfortable task. 
The pitch was turning, 
but turning slowly, and 
there was plenty of 
time—about eight hours. 
On the other hand, the 
crafty Illingworth knew 
he held all the 
psychological aces for 
the prospect of a historic 
victory .would be the 
unnerving factor. 

The shrewd England 
captain, in fact, tried all 
his cards and led the side 
brilliantly. But he was up 
against an Indian side 
that was determined not 


to let the momentous 
opportunity slip. By 
stumps India at 76 for 
two were Just 97 runs 
away from victory. 

On the final (Aug. 24) 
morning Illingworth and 
Underwood bowled 
heroically. But the 
Indian batsmen knowing 
fully well that they had a 
great ally in time adopted 
the correct 

approach—stay at the 
crease and the runs will 
come. Run by run India 
Inched their way 
forward. England had 
one last opportunity 
when India were 134 for 
five. "Get Engineer out 
quickly and England can 
still win' was the general 
feeling. But the burly, 
experienced 
wicketkeeper was not 
going to get out. In fact, 
he carried the fight into 
the enemy camp as it 
were. So far it had been a 
gritty defensive grind for 
the Indians—150 
minutes play in the 
morning had produced 
only 70 runs. Engineer 
counterattacked in a 
thrilling fashion and 
England had no answer 
to this sudden change In 
strategy. 

Illingworth, finally, 
conceded the certainty of 
an Indian victory by 
bringing on Luckhurst to 
bowl with India needing 
14 runs. 

Then on the threshold 
of victory;! 70 for five, 
Vlshwanath, after 
battling it out for three 
hours, made his first 
wild stroke and was 
caught behind. That 
gave Abid All the 
opportunity of getting 
the winning stroke. And 
the 29-year-old 
all-rounder, who must 
have been praying, 
finally square cut 
LucMiursttothe 
boundary. And the rest Is 
history* 
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Castro keeps it short 

I wraaownoNAL Olympic coMMrrrEE 
r^ g u la ttoaa fottiid ai^r poliucal, re^ous. or 
commerdad propaganda in competitions 
held under Its auspices. Leadtexs from almost all 
countries atricdy adhere to this rule when 
. opening or inaugurating meets. The IOC, 
however, did not bargain on Cuba’s Fidel Castro 
respecting their law. Wonder ofwonders, he did! 

kntnmfor his fiery political 
matlons which at the most last several hours 
aas also forced to ^iove the IOC dictates. 
Making the shortnM; and least political speech of 
his long career. Caahro opened the 
. Pan-Amertcan Caines in Havana, the biggest 
taternational event ever hosted by Cuba. 

‘T^NlstlngtUahCd i^ests, athletes and 
compatHots. I declare (^ii the l Ith 
Pan-American Games, thank you." In saying 
this, Castro addressed fiS.OOO athletes, officials 
and invited guests at the new Olympic Stadium. 


Tracing ' 

It's showtiihe 

G ood news! Lastweek wegaveyouthe 
yam about the GulfCup and Its ; ^ 

mysterious disappearance, Wdt, it locfics 
as though the tournament Is going to take place 
after all. • , ,- 

In the beghning, sdl fingers were pointed 
towards Iraq. Ima^e theft surmise when foiey 
found the cup in Endand afi places. Ihe.cup 
was spotted % a traffic pdUceman In the window 
ofa small Enf^h trophy 8htq>. The Brlfiab . 


brought to Britain. * ■ ' , .; 

T rangthe Kuwaltembaaayand anc^ffidal ’ ^ 
came by train." said traffic cop David Noitis. 
They confirmed it was the missing trophy and 
took it away." Unfortunately, the shop aaaiatant. 

had thrown away the trophy fid. But no nuttfor* 

sport has prevailed. 


T alk about luck 
and we can’t 
help but ^e 
you the story ofUS 
amateur heavyweight 
chanqi John Bray. 
G^s^hada 
miraculous escape 
when he shot hlmsdf 
with a 9mm handgun. 
The gun went oft as 
Sray lookod down die 
bar^ while he, was 
cleaning it Braywas 
lud^r. 

. Tm bullet charted a 
aafo course by 
{enterlngMs mouth 


Blowing Your Top 

Path of a bullet 







and exiting throu^t ; 
his cheek, NeedloMto 
say. Bray W£M . 
speechless. Doctors / 
were suir^iaed that; i 
there was little . 

damage from the , ‘ 
wound. 'The docs tcM 
me an inch or two'to-- 
the right and it^^muad; 
have blown n^.head ' 
off." he said. 'It (kdtot;. 
even chlpatooth. jVe 
fdt much worse tlttto 
tMs after some <ff my'’ 
fights." Uudiy he had 
something to bray 
about. 


I P Che Andhra Pradeah government think 
ffaatlhe pre-01|)rmidc socxer meet in 
Ifyitoabad had burnt a hole hi thcdr 
l^>oc)mtod»toidKy'8hfaiddhaveliifiened to. what 
^Ylsltknigteaim hs^ to a«Qr. Whfie the 
t dHcmt khpiiM wh«e ito four 
maiiyvIstdiM foams and dlgnltailes 
dtft vmo stic^ 

' md that too frtaa 


Cashflows 

la the wrong hands 


The Oman team manager was relieved of 
$500. ditto for the ^xlan team adio were poorer 
$2000and also lost expensive camera 
equipment, Th»e teams sorved cm 
intematlcnal targets fin* the thieves. To the 
govemmnit’s en^^mrrassmsnt, our very own 
dtlzeim weren’tcqpared. Fri^ Rai^an Das 
MuirshL AtFP pKfltdenthad {fienty to crib about 
wfaenhewapjiht^intrtedfiioraifo. lO.OOOand 
ihaitoofrom hofoL 
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SPCMCTSWOMJ): 

Has the process of makins a tennis champion changed 
over the years? 

BOLLETi'iERi: mmmmmmmmmmmmutmmmmmm 

Yes, I think it has changed. Bej^ause today the 
equipment is bet ter. the ball comes faster and they 
have a lot more spin on it. I think, the big change is 
that you have to really come forward and take the ball 
as it's coming up. 'Hie students also have to learn an 
all court game now. 1 don't think that you're going to 
find a great champion knowing just one part of the 
game (unlike yesteryears). 

A perfect example was Andre (Agassi) a t 
Wimbledon. If he hadn't gone to the net as many times 
as he did. he wouldn't have gone to the quarter final 
stage. So 1 think, what is important is that, technique 
shouldn't be slighted at all, and less emphasis should 
be placed on winning. While you grow up you must 
develop an all court game. I presume, this is what 
you're going to see in the future. 

There are coaches who firmly believe that children should 
be trained at other ball games before they pick up a 
tennis racket. As the leading coach in the world what is 
your observation? 

Well, as far as being the leading coach...It's only that 
way possibly because 1 get a lot more publicity. 

Let me tell you on August 27. we’re coming out with 
a new common language coaching programme for the 
teaching of tennis. It's never been done before. It will 
be called System Five. It is the most exciting thing that 
I’ve ever been involved wit h. And in System Five, there 
is a part called 'Progressions'. And that shows the 
right approach for children starting tennis. There are 
over five hundred lessons. Our aim is to make the 
child feel happy, make him feel positive and give him 
the understanding.. .He must know what the ball does 
before he actually strikes the ball. He should know 
what a ball feels like.. .he has to move.. .he has to 
run.. .he has to bend. ..and then go to the racket. 

From December 31, Dr. Jim Loehr would no longer 
be with us. 1 am going to be with Dr.Slnclalr. And you'll 
find in this cassette that I've taken an entirely 
different approach, to the mental part of the game. I 
presume, this is going to be veiy, very exciting. I’m not 
a psychiatrist, but I've been Involved with children all 
my life. T^be precise, 35 years. 

Though I don’t have a degree. I know a little bit 
about It. Because I’ve been exposed to so many boys 


and girls. My approach along with Dr Sinclairs is to 
prevent the problems before they even begin. Let 
children know before hand what happens. Let the 
parents know what happens. So rather than fixing the 
entry, let’s see if we can cut out about 75 per cent of 
the entries before they begin. 

Basically it's a video cassette? 

Yes, two videos and three boxes. It will be done in 
animation form. It will be available worldwide. I think 
it’s probably the biggest challenge in the history of 
world teaching. We don’t ever tell a coach how to 
teach. All we’ve done is to create a common language 
It doesn't matter who teaches them, or what their 
style of teaching is. It's done through numbers and 
sounds and things like that which is meant for the 
trainees as well as coaches. 

Do you ttiink a psychologist is a must for today’s tennis 
pia^rs? 

Everything is necessary today. When you find the 
competition is so keen...the physical part, the mental 
part, every tiling is Important. Andre (Agassi) today, 
was ready to play Wimbledon because physically he 
felt fit. If Andre wasn’t strong as he is these days, he 
wouldn’t have made it to the last eight. So we’re going 
to work with little children in order to make them 
understand how to take good care of themselves. A 
young boy or girl is not ready for physical conditioning 
till they are 14 or 15. But it doesn’t mean that they 
shouldn't "know when to change their t-shirts. They 
should learn to stretch a little bit, and learn to warm 
up before they go out on the court. That’s all part of 
our package. 

Were you taken aback by the relative tucccu of ^^aui 
and Courier in Wimbledon? They arc both known to be 
basclincfs... 

If you recall, Jim Courier is also a very fine doubles 
player. 

Also if you look at both Courier and Andre, you’ll 
find that when they come to the net they win a 
majority of the points. But this has to be a continuous 
process. To ensure that, Andre will play doubles at the 
U.S. Open with Leconte and we’re very happy about 
that. People from outside comment as to why Agassi 
doesn’t come to the net more often? I’ll tell you why. If I 
had brought Andre more to the net he would’ve been 
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bashed up so much that he wouldn't have attempted 
it again. Basically, he came to me as a great baseliner. 
So we had to be extremely careful (not to destroy his 
confidence). Now, Wheaton was entirely different. We 
helped David because he was going to be a big boy and 
didn’t move so well. That’s why we thought serve and 
volley would be his ideal game. 

There arc people who know and confirm that you actually 
coached A^ica Seles. But the Seles family, repeatedly 
turn around and soy that Monica never received any sort 
of coaching from you. Why all this controversy? 

It’s only unfortunate, because in life, you come across 
people who don't want to give credit where credit is 
due. The Seles family will lead their own life as they 
want to. But when you have videos and publications 
and people like the Couriers, the Wheatons, the 
Andres and everybody., .people who’saw me spend 
thousands of hours on the court with her then...let 
the Seles’ say whatever they want to say. As Chris 
EJvert said last year, everybody knows that I had spent 
a lot of time and a most crucial year in the 
development (^Monica's game. But I’m not going to 


talk about Monica. She is good for tennis and God 
bless her. 

A lot was made by the British tabloids over the designer 
sunglasses which Agassi sported in one of the matches. 
Agassi, refuted having a million dollar contract, with the 
sunglass company. But said his coach, that is you, may 
have had onc..~ 

He’s absolutely right. He has no contract. He would 
never lie about a contract. It’s bad the way the Press 
took off on him. You know, if we got out here 
(Wimbledon) tonight at eight o’clock when the 
visibility is poor, those glasses would enhance the 
light ten times more than what it actually is. Why 
Andre alone? A lot of baseball players today are 'uslnj 
the same sunglasses. So again you get to see a chang 
in equipment...new equipment.. .new ways of 
training.. .and whatever can give you an advantage. 
See, Andre has 20-20vision, better than most. But 
late in the afternoon between six and seven o’clock 
against a Leconte or somebody like that, when It 
starts to get dark it’s very difficult. Because then the 
big server is at advantage 

But do you have a contract with the same company? 

Oh sure. 1 do. 
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What docs the contract say? That during Agassi's match 
you'll have to wear it? 

Well, 1 think that's between me and the eompany. 
Don't you think that should be this way? 1 can't tell 
you all my secrets. 

(Smiles) I wear glasses and that's the reason why 
my eyes are still 15-20 which is better than 20-20, at 
60 years. I’ve always worn sunglasses. Always, since 
the last 30 years. Ifyou stand out In the heat and 
wind, day in and day out. for six-seven hours you 
cause considerable damage to your eyes. Brifin 
Gotfried had a cut out three times. 1 think, if a lot 
many people could understand the damage they arc 
causing to their eyes without wearing sunglasses, 
they would've definitely worn one. That I'm getting 
paid for wearing sunglasses is Just terrific. But had 
there been no contrast 1 would have sUll worn them. 


H 


If Iliad 

brought Andre more 
before last year, he woidd*VetMwd| ; 
bashed up so much that be wotildb^ 
have attempted it agedht' '. 


the last three-four years a section of the press have 
tried to dismiss him. They've said, he was fizzling out. 
that he was a flash in the pan and what not. Now 1 for 
one, tend to think, when you're No. 13 or No. 14 in the 
world, that's not too bad. Hopefully, the press will 
ultimately accept that Andre Agassi is no flash in the 
pan and that he is here to stay. 1 don’t think we've seen 
the best of him as yet. When he is 23 or 24. if he is 
happy, if he is still enjoying the game then perhaps we 
will see him at his best. At the moment he is a 
potential superstar. He is not a superstar jret. Borg 
was a superstar. McEnroe was a superstar. 


Agatsi's pcrfomiMicc was a pleasant swprise at this 
Wimbledon. As his coach, what were your feelings? 

It is always nice to do well when you're not supposed 
to do well. I was delighted to hear Sue Barker say that. 
'Andre Agassi is great for the development of the 
game. He is great for children.’ This year, Andre went 
out against heavy odds. He behaved like a gentleman, 
he played like a gentleman. He won marry hearts. For 


AS a person is Agassi down to CMth? Or arrogant as he is 
often made out to be? 

Extremely down to earth. I wish every coach could 
have the opporlunliy to be able to coach someone like 
him. I have worked with so many but no one. nothi^ 
could replace the sense of excitement and the feeling 
of charisma you get wdien you're working with an 
Agassi. 0 
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T ime and time 
again we've 
been told that 
this column is 
typically chauvinistic 
and that we hardly ever 
discuss anything of 
importance to ladies. So 
here we are. this week, 
focussing on the ladles 



(though the men could 
also gain some 
information). With 
women stepping out of 
homes more and more, 
they have over the years 
become particularly 
finicky about their looks, 
and the fashion and 
cosmetic industries are 
seeing a 

never-before-boom in 
the countiy. 

In general, it's a safe 
rule to follow that if the 
promise of a beauty 
product seems 
too-good-to-be-true, it 
probably is. We all. at 
one time or the other, 
have been the victim of 
one hoax or the other 
that promise to do away 


with the blemishes that 
the years bring on. 

It's time now to realise 
that there are no miracle 
cures, no fast and easy 
way todoatraywlththe 
years. The best way to 
improve your looks is to 
understand how the 
body works and why the 
techniques you use. may 
seem to Improve your 
looks but you are.ln 
reality.back to square 
one before long. So save a 
few rupees along the way 
and say bye to the 
frustration and examine 
these myths. 

Utlon curst dry skin. 
There is no cure for dry 
skin. Lotions are only a 
superficial treatment for 
the dry skin, either 
coating the skin with a 
waxy or oily substance 
that traps moisture or 
contains ingredients like 
glycerine which attract 
water molecules from the 
air to make the skin feel 
moist. Watch out for 
words like 'deep pore 
nourlsher’ on the pack. 
Actually the molecules of 
the lotion are Just too big 
to penetrate the skin and 
add moisture to it. This is 
precisely the reason why 
water beads fall off your 
skin when in the shower. 
The body is designed to 
protect itself from the 
outside. And you can't 
really add water to the 
skin by drinking more 
water. All you can do is 
treat your skin carefully 
and regularly. Apply 
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lot ton or oil Immediately 
after a bath. (Even 
though most water drips 
off you. the skin does 
absorb a little amount of 
water). Using a lotion 
right after a bath or 
shower helps retain 
moisture and prevent 
dehydration. 

FmIiI inaiks deep clean 
the akin. Myth. You put on 
a face mask, keep It on 
for some time and then 
literally expect to find 
fresh new skin. Masks 
really do precious little 
by way of opening and 
cleaning the skin. The 
pores on the face are too 
small for the mask to get 
Inside and clean the 
pores of the oil and dirt. 
Msusks only clean the 
surface grime like any 
other soap. Actually it's 


just a psychological 
boost, it makes you feel 
good. And as you wash 
off the muddy, dried off 
cream and some tenners 
you cannot but help feel 
good. 

Sweating sitiwr In a 
itanmroom or a sauna opans 
and wathas out tha porat. 

Myth. If you are one of 
those who spent a 
decent fortune to become 
a member of a health 
club because they have 
sauna facilities we are 
going to disappoint you 
‘cos &e sauna or 
steamroom does not 
open and clean the pores 
of your body. When you 
sweat, the skin swells 
and when this happens it 
closes in on the pores 
sending the dirt and 
grime deeper into the 


pore. And this grime 
appears later as a 
blackhead or pimple. So 
don’t get fooled by the 
sauna concept. You feel 
better after a sauna 
because it relaxes the 
body to a great extent, 
but as far as cleaning 
goes there is little that 
has happened since you 
went Inside. 

Ytilow tseth aru a sign af 
poor cloanlng. Myth. You 
might be one of the 
genetically enfcoded 
people who have 
yellowish coloured teeth. 
Ifthe colour is not 
caused by cigarettes, tea 
or coffee (it's dililcult to 
be sure) then it is 
something you are 
probably bom with. 
Tooth colour comes from 
the underlying dentin 





and this substance is 
like the colour of your 
hair and eyes. If 
your teeth are 
discoloured because of 
staining then the 
harsher toothpastes can 
do the trick, but if not. 
then the genes are to be 
blamed. 

All shampoos aod 
conditionals make tha hair 
haalthiar and strongar. 

Myth. Almost all the 
shampoos in the market 
boast of adding bounce 
and shine to the hair. 

The health of the hair can 
be Improved only from 
inside out and not the 
other way around. Hair 
growth is related to 
nutritional intake and If 
the nutrition is suffering 
then the hair is also 
bound to suffer. 

Shampoos and 
conditioners only put a 
protective coating on 
the hair, they don't 
Influence growth. 

If your hair is fragile 
and lacks body then 
conditioners will 
Improve its appearence 
and manageability. But if 
your heilr is dry, brittle 
and thin, then changes 
in the diet can help more. 
Eat plenty of fresh fruits 
and vegetables, to 
Improve the lustre of 
your hair. 

Remember that the 
appearence always 
reflects the inner self. So 
to look good you've 
basically got to feel good 
about yourself. # 
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QUESTIONS 

I Who Is the 
• youngest 
football player to 
represent his 
country in the 
World Cup final 
round? 


2 Whom did 
• Tyson beat to 
become world 
champion for the 
first time? 


3 Which 

• contemporary 
footballer is 
referred to as the 
•Last Viking’? 

4 Whose 

• autobiography 
is titled the 
’Basingstoke Boy’? 

5 Who was 
• known as the 
’Modem Indian 
Ranjl’? 


6 Who is the 
• only player to 
have played five 
footbaU World 
Cups? 


7 Who is 

• nicknamed as 
the ‘Coloured 
Falcao’? 


8 Who said: "I 
• was bom to 
football Just as 
Beethoven was 
bom to music." 


9 


Who 

• captained 


Mohun Bagan in 
1911 when it 
became the first 
Indian team to win 
tlie IFA Shield? 

1 ^ Who said 
X W • this and 
where: "Good, now I 
want to start living." 


ANSWERS 


1. Norman Whitaskis, Iralancl 

2. TonyTuoker 

3. Tomas Brobn, Svradsn 

4. John Alton 

8. MushtaqAH 

6. Antonio CarbaiM o< Maidco (t9S0^) 

7, RuudQuHIt 

B. Pats 

9. Btloydas Bhadutt 

10. Maradona on his 15 month suspanaion 

11. UwaSaslar, WaalQatmany 

12. AK Kardar, AmirEliMa'tdQidMohammad 

13. Albsno JuantoranatBOOmlnMontraalOiympics)' 

14. Or. RandhlrStn^Kami.shoollrig 

15. Arasaa 


THIS QUIZ HAS 
COMPILED BY: 

ARNABROUTH 
P-24sC.I.T. ROAD, 
SCHEME-XM 
CAL€imA-700 010 

All answers sent in bv the contributor 






1 1 I was bom 
X .in 1936.1 
came back from 
serious Injuiy to 
captain my country 
in 1966 and the 
1970 World Cups. I 
still hold the joint 
record of appearing 
in most World Cup 
matches. Who am I? 


1 O Which 
X ^ • cricketers 
have played both 
for India and 
Pakistan? 


1 Q Who 
X O • dedicated 
his victory in an 
Olympic event to 
Fidel Castro? 


1 ^ Which 
X ^ • Indian has 
the most Olympic 
appearances to his 
cr^it? 
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In the 
• recently 


held Monte Carlo 
open, Bjorn Borg 
was defeated by an 
unknown 
Spaniard. Who 
he? 











How maiiy 



musctemanhas 
beaten ^ odds to 
a physique 
tetis world cteas 
Can henow gqjror 


bod^uidmg 
laurel oittieih 
all: Mr* Oli^® 


MTTcnir 


PREM 


CHAND 


DEGRA 



T he land of 
the five 
livers has a 
legacy of 
p^ucing 
the 

strongmen of the 
sub-continent. 
Renowned wrestlers. 
Rustam-e-zaman Gama, 
Imam Bux, Klkkar 
Slngh, Kartar Singh and 
Dara Singh all hailed 
from this region. 
Continuing this lega<^ is 
an unassuming, balding 
bodybuilder Prero 
Chand Degra. As he 
participates in a sport 
which gets limited media 
hype, few know that in 
1988, at Brisbane, Pcem 
Chand won the coveted 
Mr. Universe title in the 
light heavywel^t 
oategcxry. So India, which 
craves for aucxesB in 
sports, has a relatively 
unknown worid 
champion among Its 
mlffians; one who dten 
strug^ed to get enou|^ 
toeat. , 

The muscular marvd 
Prem Oiand is not really 
part of the poverty 
strUikim nMsses of India. 
Yet his exoesMve diet has 
often caused his fiainfly 
financial prpbleros.Cto 
current prices It costa 
Pim Cl^’s lamf^ t(s. 
7»00i(M!nftndhlm. 


Elaborating on his diet 
and its rationale, the 
soft-spoken Prem Chand 
said, "During days of 
intensive practice, I have 
two chickens. 12 to IS 
eggs and a kilo of 
vegetables and fruit 
salad as my dally diet. I 
train hard often for six to 
eight hours dally and so 
need this nutritive and 


heavy diet" 

In the eaity stages of 
his career. Prrm Chand 
struggled to get enou|h 
money to pay for his rich 
and expensive diet. 
Vitamins, oil. sugar and 
salt is normal for him 
during the off season. 
However, during days of 
competition he only 
partsdies boiled food in 


an effort to reduce body 
fot to the minimum. 

Now, though after he 
achieved success, Tatas 
(hte former empk^er) 
and now his present 
employers JCT assist in 
his diet 

like many Indian 
sportsmen. Prem Chand 
was discovered more by 

accident than derigh* 

Bom at Gurdaspur (now 
a tenxsrlst-lnfected 
dtstrict) in Pur^b in 
1955. l^mChand grew 
up fria fandly iriiidi 
respected physical 
cuhure and ^e body 
bM,utlful. Regular 
workouts in the local 
(^nen-alr gymnasium 
was part of his da% 
routine rince childhood. 
He also did numeipus 
pu8h-iq»t daad 
baifhaJnand all other 
•trengOiriilngexerriaes. 
Ulteroar^ruxalyoutib 


"During days of 
intensive practice, 
I have two chickens, 
12 to 15 eggs and a 
kilo of vegetables 
and fruit salad as my 
daily diet".. .Prem 
Chand 
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from Pux^ab. 
tocjktotvrestfrQig, 
enmn<HH«dbgrthe 
exploits mid legei»3s^; 
GamaPdialwsnand ; 
Dara^ngih.flte 
wrestUng eiq^cdls even 
getting him ajoh with die 
Punjab Policeln 1975. 
For five years he wstt an 
average wtesdm’, w(»i 
some bouts and lost 
some. Nothing wortlQritf 
really setting the Sutl^ 
orthe Beasrni fire. 

In 1980. fate, acclddit 
or good fortune>>eafrit 
what you will—smiled on 
Prem Chand. Altera 
anrestUngbout. he Wfmt 
to watch the Northern 
India Bodybuilding 
Competition. Normalfy 
reOcehtand 
reserved, some crai^ 
Impulse made Prem 
Chand become a 
temporary extrovert, 
climb onto the stage and 
pose those rippUng 
muscles. The Judges and 
the largely rustic crowd 
(^ed and let loose a 
rapturous array of Vah 
w^s". 

Putting his success 
down to his exercise' 
routine, he said. "During 
the off season I train for 
three to four hours daily 
which is extended to . 
slx-sevoi hours 
precedinga 

conqyetltlon." Motivated 
by the acclaim, (he 
committed Prem soon 
got recognition andfrone 
when he won the Mr 
India title whteh has 
since bMCme his 
exclusive preserve. 

It was a victoiy that got 
him a Job with Tata Steel 
In Jmnshedpur. Getting 
vital foreign eaqiosure, 
coisrteiy his employers, 
■he was sent to tte Asian 
Champlonsh^and' 
won the title in his first 
attonpL Porthe next five 
yean he won Ihts tttle.’ 
leaving rivals from 
Japan. Ifrxea. Mal^sta 







loaitolrttttcm. m 1 
the oonqpetltion was 
thrown open to 
profeaslonpls. Itmade 
not an tota of difference 
to Prem. He became the 
first Indtan to win tfie 
Aslan bodybuilding 
champioiuhip. 

And Cte 28 this year. 

Prem repeated the feat at 
Singapore, annexing the 
Asian ABC Fro>Am 
Classic Bodybuilding 
CHampicmship. 

The coveted world title 
bi the Ught'heavyweight 
categoiy came after an 
uphill struggle, in his 
fifth attempt Explaining 
his eiqKiriences. Prem 
said. T got a silver medal 
in 1986 atTolQro. came 
fourth in 1984 and 1987 
and eventually won the 
category in 1988" Like 
Gavaskar, the muscular 
marvel also believes that 
western nations gang up 
against third world 
countries He says. "I 



" I would have been 
crowned world 
champion much 
earlier if there had 
been an Asian judge." 
Degrahas impressive 
physical details: 
neck (17 in.) , 
biceps (19 in.), 
chest (48 in.), 
thigh (26 in.), 
waist (30 in.) and 
forearms (15 in.). 
Even his calves are 
an impressive 17.5 
inches! 


would have been 
crowned world 
champion much earlier if 
there had been an Asian 
judge" But he doesn't 
use that as an excuse for 
finishing a poor 16th in 
the Mr. Olympia contest 
at Italy in 1989. 

Now earnestly 
prepming far the Mr. 
Otympia contest in 
Septonber this year. 
Prem trains at an 
air-conditioned 
gymnasium his current 
oiqikiyers Jaga^lt 
Colitcm arid Tractfie (JCT) 
Mtfis have built at 
Chauhal, Hosluarpurfitir 
him. Bqxrarts claim it Is 
the best equipped and 
mostmod^gymmthe 
country. JCT, so far 
known for thtir footbafl 
team, are now getUng * 
wide publicity as 
emjHoyersofthe 
mudcular marvel J*rem 
Chand. 

Juatfive foetrtfx indhes 
tafi,thepQi^t-fit«e 
Hercules has impressive 


pl^slced details: nedi 
(17tm).biceps(191n.). 
clM»t (48in.). thl(^s (26 
in.), waist (30 in.) and 
forearms (15in.). Even 
hda calves are an 
impressive 17.S inches. 

While his ptqrsical 
statistics are very lo%, 
his ambttiona are high: 
to do well in the Mr. 
Olympia ccmtest. The 
lai^ hearted Prem 
Chand has also 
requested the Delhi 
DevelopmentAutborily 
(DDA) for a idnae of land 
to build a modem gym 
where he can train and 
impart training to 
others. The (Hity 
sportsperson to get the 
h^est category in the 
special awards scheme 
instituted by the Govt of 
India in 1986 imrfier this 
yeanhe got Rs. 5 lakhs, 
the amount allotted to an 
Olympic or World 
Chati^cmshlp gold 
medallist, his 1988 
Brisbane trlvimph being 
rated in this rategCHy, 
This largesse fimm the 
Centre has, bowev^, 
aroused controversy as 
many argue that 
bodybuilding Is not 
rea% a sport and is 
colalnly not an Olympic 
apmt. and the spe^ 
awmrds are only for 
Olympic dlsc4>llne8. 
chMsand 
tfilliards/snooker 
Aself-mademan, 

Prem prefers to keep 
awny from such 
contiroversy. He has tiD 
coach and struj^es 
poaching 

tnatmals to workouta 
ttaintog schedule which 
enatfiea him to sqparlde in 
iriternatiotral 
bodybuilding. Yet 
tdgcmds about his 
strength continue to 
grow as the nation lordcs 
forward to more 
international laurels 
from him. 




T he time for 
reckoning 
is here. TTie 
form 

sheets are 
ready and 

the favourites known. 
The underdogs, too. have 
been spotted. With time 
ticking away for the 
third World 
Championships of 
Athletics, the reigning 
champions, potential 
champions and veterans 
are all getting ready for 
the biggest athletics 
show: one which comes 
after every four years. 

A whole lot of new 
superstars are expected 
to take over from the 
older generation. The 
scenario has changed 
with the merger of the 
two Germanys, and it 
looks likely to be queered 
further with the possible 
return of South Africa. 
The Americans 
abounding in talent will, 
however, be there in full 
strength to retain their 
position as the premier 
athletics nation, even as 
the Soviet Union 
grapples with its own 
internal political 
problems. The likes of 
Sergei Bubka will, 
however, disagree with 
the suggestion that their 
athletics prowess has 
been affected by other 
troubles. 

A new set of would-be 
champions, threatening 
the scene in the 
few years, will be on trial 
when the world meets 
again in Tokyo later this 
month. When the World 
Championships of 
athletics were instituted 
and staged for the first 
time in Helsinki in 1983, 
athletes like Carl Lewis. 
Steve Cram and Sei^i 
Bubka were emerging on 
the scene, while Eklwln 
Moses, Calvin Smith and 
Maty Decker were 
almost at their peak. 








WORLD TRACK & FIELD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS, TOKYO 


MIRROR, MIRROR 
ON THE WALL... 

WHO’S 


Four years later, at 
Rome, most of these new 
champions, 
consolidated their 
positions. The last week 
of August should in all 
probability see the 
emergence of the 
champions of the 
nineties, even though 
the men and women of 
the eighties are intent on 
buying more time for 
themselves. 

Perhaps the biggest 
change that the world is 
waiting to see is how the 
combined German team 
will perform. Till last 
year, the East German 
women were almost 
incomparable, while 
their men too were no 
slouches in the 
international athletics 
arena. In their last 
meeting as a separate 



THE 
FASTEST 
ALL? 


nation, the East 
Germans swept the 
women’s section at the 
European 

Championships in Split. 
Even now the 
indications are that the 
Germans will be 
depending a lot on the 
athletes raised on the 
communist side of the 
now-bndcen down WaU. 
Katrln Krabbe, Grit 
BreurandSlgrun 
Wodar. all piquets of a 
programme which 
picked them out while 
they were still children, 
will all be there in full 
strength. And giving 
them company will be 
die women wdio have 
dominated the throws 
section- 

On the men's side, 
even as the world 
awaited the showdown 
between Ben Johnson 
and Carl Lewis for t|ie 
first time since that 
afternoon at Seoul, the 
Canadian trials have 
precluded the clash as 
Johnson was not 
selected for the 100m 
alter finishing fourth. 
Johnson will now figure 
only in the relay. But the 
truth is that even if 
Johnson had been 
around, he may not have 
stood much of a chance 
of getting near the 
medals. Lewis’ mate. 


Will Katrln Krabbe 
overcome the unification 
problems to win at 
Tokyo? 













from the Santa Monica 
Track Club. Leroy 
Burrell, who has 
usurped the world 
record over 100m shall 
have his first go at a 
major title and 
considering the kind of 
blistering form he has 
been in. his winning 
shouldn’t be surprising 
at all. The Americans 
have also got the services 
of Carl Lewis, who 
despite advancing years 
is showing no signs of 
slowing down, having 
clocked 9.92 seconds in 
the same race in which 
Burrell cracked the 
world mark. 

The American 
Juggernaut could well be 
threatened by another 
Canadian in the sprints. 
Bruny Surln. who for 
long,]ived In the shadow 
of Ben Johnson, has 
been in great form and 
recently clocked 10.02 
seconds at the Canadian 
tilflto. 




Can Paul Ereng add the 
world title to his Olympic 
800 m victory 


The men’s 200m 
should see another new 
face, though his form in 
the last two seasons has 
already marked him out 
as the future king over 
200m-400m segments: 
Michael Johnson. With 
Lewis not there, and 
Calvin Smith—the 
winner in 1983 and 
1987—^not making the 
team, Johnson will be 
fighting it out with Leroy 
Bu^ell. The 400m which 
till a year ago would have 
been considered the 
exclusive preserve of 
Butch Reynolds, who 
shattered a 21 -year-old 
record in 1989. is 
suddenly open with 
Butch being banned for 
testing positive for 


Sergai Bubka: 

This man sets hisown 
standards 







steroids. Johnson has 
however decided to stick 
to merely the 200m. 

The A^cans, who 
dominated the middle 
and long distance events 
at Rome in 1987 and the 
Seoul Olympics in 1988, 
should be doing it all over 
again at Tokyo. The 
Kenyans especially have 
been at their very best on 
the European circuit, 
and their recent national, 
championhips in Nairobi 
showed that they have a 
big huge reservoir of 
talent, all capable of 
overthrowing the 
existing champions. 

Paul Ereng shrugged off 
a strong challenge from 
world champion Billy 
Konchellah to win the 
800m at the Kenyan 
national athletics 
championships and 
became the only Olympic 
champion to win his 
race. He clocked an 
impressive one minute 
45.2 seconds, and he 
was followed by 
Konchellah in 1:45.8 
and Robert Kibel 1 ;46.2. 
Olympic 1.500m 
champion Peter Rono 
had to be content with 
third place behind David 
Kibet, who was timed at 
3:37.6 and William 
Klmel. another 
newcomer on the scene, 
second in 3:37.7. 

Another one of Kenya’s 
01)mipic champions, 
3,000 metres 
steeplechase gold 
medallist Julius Kariuki, 
was beaten into fourth 
when he clocked 8:35.2. 
behind Moses Klptanui’s 
8:24.9. Patrick Sang and 
John Kipkoech. But the 
Kenyan ofRclals have 
decided to include 
Kariuki in the team to 
Tokyo instead of 
Kipkoech, banking on 
Karlukl’s experience and 
ability to hit it big at 
major meets, 

Britain, the dominant 


nation on Europe’s track 
scene, will find it hard-to 
extend It to the vt^orld 
level. Their fauned middle 
distance stable seems to 
beln trouble, with only 
Peter Elliott showing the 
kind of form that is 
needed to win gold 
medals. Steve Cram, the 
man who made it big at 
the 1983 world 
championships, has 
been given a spot in the 
1,500 metres on the 
strength of his 
experience, despite not 
re^ly being able to 
match his younger rivals 
in Britain. Cram has run 


just two or three 1,500m 
this year, yet he has the 
ability to pull it off when 
needed. 

While the big nations 
will as usual hog the 
headlines, smaller 
countries too, may be 
expected to have ^eir 
moments. Frankie 
Fredricks of Namibia 
in the 100m, (with 
a best 10.12 second^, 
Fablam Muyaba of 
Zimbabwe (best of 10.1^ 
and Olapan Adenlkan of 
Nigeria (best of 10.15) 

Merlane Ottay’s foim into 
this championships has 
bssn awssoms 



could upset a fevtr 
applecarts. In the 400m 
hurdles. Samuel Matete 
of Zambia has the third 
fastest time of the year 
at48.07 seconds. Danny 
Harris and Kevin Young 

of the United States may 
find him a tough 
customer to handle. 

In the field events, the 
most eagerly awaited 
contest should be the 
javelin, which apart from 
the personalities has 
also been seeing a lot of 
controversies in the 
matter of the implement 
Itself. Seppo Raty, the 
Finn who won the gold 
medal at Rome four 
years ago, holds the 
current world record at 
96.96m, improving his 
own year-old mark by 
almost five metres. 

Briton Steve Backley, 
and Czech, Jan Zelezny, 
too will be in the 
reckoning having hurled 
the missile to distances 
of over 90 metres. Giving 
them all a few sleepless 
nights should be the 
ex-American Tom 
Petranoff, who after 
being baimed for going to 
Sou& Africa, could be 
there wearing the South 
African colours at Tokyo, 
If the authorities decide 
to allow them to get back 
so’Soon. 

While the attention 
will be focussed on the 
movement of the East 
German women, who are 
now competing under a 
common flag, the 
performance of veteran 
Merlene Ottey, who has 
always been in the ■ 
second and third 
positions at most major 
meets, will be watched 
closely. Ottey is 
currently ranked 
number one in both the 
100m and the 200m. At 
31. she is going to be 
more than difficult to 
handle for the 
good-looking Katrln 
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Stove Backlay will face a Cuban Ana Quirot, 

lot of opposition In the who has been unlucky 
lavalin q„ account of the 1988 

Krabbe, who has Just Olympic boycott, should 

gotten Into form after finally have her day at 

being beset with Tokyo In the 400m-800m 

problems of various combine, 

kinds since the merger of Anotlier Cuban 
the Germanys. waiting to prove his 
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S. Y«tait»iftiaPodtepw^(Uro 

E k P*plw (US) 8:34^.2, ftkwltto 1^ 

6:36.11«. 3. Tatyana Muarridna (UR8n£a5.13a. 
torn 1. QrMt Waltz mor) 2:20:00.2. Mmanna 
OMcaraon (U8) 2:31.08.3; Ralaa Smetchnova (UR8) 

t2.3.1v13> 

fXiOOm;l._QOA4l.7ea.2.GUMt&tta)n^na.3. ' 
4affMiiot4g78i 

41(400m: J. aOR 3:1«.73*. 2 . Cziohoitovakia %20,32t;i 
Uft83A1.16a, 

IQOmhuirilat: 1. Batfina Jalw (<^} 12,36a^ 2. ((araSn 
SS^CiDf) 1% ^. a, 0)n ka^oq4fys / 

4iXlmliURdiaa: 1. YataM^Paaanko(y^) 54.T4a.2. 
#^Ambtazana {U1^ 84.15a. 3. Biw FWar (dDR) 

4^ liima: 1. Tamam BykoM (UR6$ 2.01m; 2. Ulrlica 
fi&yfa/th ^Q) 1.00m. / UiuiaalllOarii^) t.6Srn. 

Long Jump: 1. Hafka Oauta (OOR) 7.^ni. 2. /Imtooara... 
Cuamir (Rom) 7.16m. 3. Carwuiwt (Iffi) 7,0<m; 


Tr T;?I 


DIaeua: 1. Marttra 


Muratftova 


•Mwriln: 1. Tl/w (JHak {Fin} 7O«02m. 
) 80.14m. 3. Anna Varoidi j 


h’m 


Will Steve Cram's 
experience land him a 
gold in the 1500m? 

credentials at the world 
championships is high 
Jumper Javier 
Sotomayor, the first man 
to scale over eight feet. 
Along with the colourful 
Swede Patrik SJoeberg, 
he should make the high 
Jump one of the more 
attractive field events. 

Despite everything, 
the big question is 
whether Lewis will be 
able to maintain his 
ascendancy in the long 
Jump, in which he has 
been unbeaten for nine 
years. Especially since 
Lewis, who recently 
failed in an attempt to 
break Bob Beamon's 
world record of 6.90m, 
has indicated that this 
might well be his last 
season in the long Jump. 

SPORTS MANAQEMENT QROUP 
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BY CYRUS J. MADAN 



Was Dr Manmohan Singh misinformed 
when he announced a 40 per cent tax on 
all race winnings which has put the very 
existence of the sport in jeopardy? 


mUlmiWrin-^T" —“"t 




W HEN and the racing fraternity 
Dr went into the nitty gritty 
Man- ofthe matter, what they 
moh - uncovered proved to be 
an the unklndest cut of all. 

Sing- Dr Manmohan Singh 

h, the Finance Mlmster had proposed that a 40 
announced the budget, a per cent tax on all race 
majonty of people wlnmngs be levied and 

seemed to heave a sigh of there should be no 
relief Onthefaceolit.it exemption on this Issue, 

appeared to be a far Previously a punter was 

’better' budget tlian what allowed up to Rs 5.000 

most had envisaged At before the tax man came 

that juncture, the clause into the picture but now 
that had been there was no minimum 

introduced for Horse limit 

Racing was not given Horse racing is such a 

much importance But technical and 

after the dust 1 lad settled specialised sport, that it 

is difllcult to 
comprehend at the best 
of times The intiicacies 

one wonders whether Dr 
Manmohan Singh has 
* made to 

understand the 
repercussions of what 
this new proposal will 
mean. 

^ Flcture the scene, it Is 

New Year's Day In 
Calcutta Over 15.000 
people congregated 
In picturesque 

” Calcutta race course to 

celebrate the first day of 
the year by having a 

^ flutter on the nags More 

than the gambling 
aspect. It has become 
one of the essential 
events ol the year and if 
_!!??555SlaHBHB you have not been seen 

(Inset) Dr Manmohan Singh, Minister of Finance, 
seems to be misinformed. His decision to tax 40 
per cent of a person’s winnings, will result in ttw 
punter becoming an extinct breed 











On the other side of the fence small time illegal 
bookies are better off since they don’t have to 
deduct tax at source 


at the Calcutta race 
course on New Year’s 
Day then you are not 
considered to be very 
high on the socialite 
front. 

With novic;es present, 
the most important item 
on the agenda is to cash a 
winning ticket. The 
easiest way to do that is 
to pul your 10 chips on 
the hottest favourite of 
the day. Let us assume 
that the favourite in 
question is a horse like 
the legendary Brave 
Dancer. Rarely did he 
ever let his followers 
down, but the odds on 
him used to so restricted 
that if you put Rs. 10 on 
him to win. your profit 
would amount to Rs. 1. 
But it is not the amount 
that is important. it is the 
thrill of knowing that you 
backed the winner. Now 
with the new budget, 
before you can lay your 
hands on the princely 
sum of Re. 1, the Finance 
IS-- 


Minister gets into the act. 
Forty per cent of your 
winnings go straight to 
the tax man. In other 
words, all you are left with 
is 60 paise for having 
shouted yourself silly, 
cheering in your 
champion. 

If you think that is 
not worth the efibrt then 
just imagine what will 
happen when you go to 
cash your ticket. 10.000 
others will also have 
followed your example. 
Since the 40 per cent 
deduction has to be 
made at source, it is 
assumed that the Royal 
Calcutta Turf Club or the 
turf clubs in question 
would have to issue a Tax 
Deduction Certificate at 
source. 

Hence over 10,000 
such certificates would 
be handed out in this 


case, and after that you 
can proceed to receive 60 
paise. If things really 
went smoothly, you 
would be lucky to leave 
the race course in time to 
have New Year’s Day 
dinner at a five star hotel 
which would probably be 
the only place that would 
serve you food at that late 
hour in the day. And you 
thought it was fun to go 
to the races! 

In addition to the 
practical angle, there are 
quite a few other aspects 
which have 

unfortunately not been 
explained to Dr 
Manmohan Singh. For 
instance, there maybe 
seven to eight races run 
in one day. Being a 
compulsive gambler, you 
may have had a bet in 
each of those seven to 
eight races and your 


ticket on Brave Dancer 
would probably have 
been your only winning 
one. You might have well 
lost your money in the 
other seven races. There 
is IK) clause in the 
proposal which gives you 
any benefit for that. In 
other words, il'you lose it 
is your money and ifyou 
win you lose your money 
too! 

Trying to find a 
solution to the above 
example would be yet 
another exercise in 
futility. You would have 
more people visiting a 
race course collecting 
losing tickets to avoid 
paying tax on winning 
ones. For all you know, 
some of them might even 
go into the printing 
business to provide 
themselves with some 
sort of a loophole to set 
off their winnings 
against their losses. 

Further, the race clubs 
which survive totally on 








































commissions earned 
from pnnllng, would find 
tliemsclves gradually 
going out of business 
and closing down. After 
all. why would any man 
in his normal senses 
place his bet through 
legal channels when he 
knows that 40 per cent of 
the amount he might win 
will never come to him. 

He would do the obvious 
thing and opt for the 
Illegal path. Back your 
money with an illegal 
source. At least you don’t 
have to wall in line for a 
Tax Deduction 
Certificate and neither 
do you have to part with 
yourwlrmlngs. 

Inthebargaln.the 
volume of betting with 
the race clubs would 
diminish to such an 
extent that they probably 
would not even be able to 
cope with their 
overheads. The result: 
racing would close down. 


You can jump for joy when your winner comes in 
but, you would have to waft for hours to collect 
your depleted winnings 


Racing today in India 
has grown by leaps and 
bounds. It is not a sport 
anymore, it has 
graduated into a 
full-fledged industry' 
which provides 
employment to 
thousands all over the 
country. At a 
conservative estimate. I 
would say that there are 
close to 100.000 people 
who either directly or 
indirectly make a living 
In one way or another 
through racing. If racing 
were to close down, and 
let us face It, It probably 
would with this new 
proposal, you will have to 
provide employment and 
a means of sustenance 
for those 100,000. But 
then with 

unemployment today at 


such a higti level as it is, 
what is another 100.000 
on the band wagon. 

Revenue from the turf 
clubs and from racing is 
something that the State 
Government have come 
to rely on. Take it away 
and the deficit that 
almost every State 
Government displays 
wherr announcing their 
yearly budgets wSl 
probably become larger 
than the Black Hole of 
Calcutta. 

Hence, for the turf 
clubs, trying to get the 
Finance Minister to 
withdraw his proposal is 
one thing. But In 
addition, surely the 
StateGovemments 
under whose auspices 
racing is held In the 
States of West Bengal. 


Maharashtra. Tamil 
Nadu. Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh, would 
be just as keen to get into 
the act. Unless of course, 
they suddenly want to 
find themselves left high 
and dry after having 
enjoyed fabulous 
benefits for so many ' 
years. 

In conclusion one can 
only feel that in 
introducing this 
proposal. Dr Manmohan 
Singh was ill advised on 
the issue by someone 
, who did not have the 
faintest inkling of the 
storm he was brewing 
up. 1 am sure that If the 
matter is explained to Dr 
Manmohan Singh, he 
will be the first to realise 
and accept that the 
entire proposal is to a 
very great extent 
ludicrous. And If he were 
to still Implement It, it 
would be sounding the 
death knell of Indian 
racing. • 

















THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 


Hied Wedge 


WHEN YOUR BALL IS UP AGAINST 
ACOLLW?OF ROUGH JUST 
OFF THE GREEN, IT 15 
DIFFICULT TO MAKE AN 
EFFECTIVE CM IP. TRY THIS 
SHOT INSTEAD, 









USING YOUR PUTTER GRIP TAKE YOUR WEDGE AND ADDRESS 
THE BALL ALONG ITS EQUATOR THEN MAKE A NORMAL 
PUTTING STROKE HITT/NG THE B.AU. HALF WAV' UP. IT 

SHOULD COME our rolling, JUST like a putt. 


iree - way Practice 




lu 


/ 


Warhing-uf before a 
ROUND I PRACTICE POrriNO 
WITH THREE BALLS ATTMAT 
POINT t J OST WANT TO FEEL 
THE BALLON THE CLUB 
DURING 6ERI0Ua PRACTICE 
HOWEVER. I UKE TO USE 
ONLV ONE BALL AS THAT 
HAKLS ML CONCiNTRATT 
FULLyONL EACH PUTT.. 


If you HAVE A UNE OF 
BALLS IT IS EAST TO 
BfcCOMC CARELESSAND 
mr EACH ONE WITHOUT 
THINKING. 


Putting in the Wind 


On windy DAYS EVERY 
SHOT 19 OIPFICULT BUT 
MAINTAINING BALANCE 
ON the PUTTING GREEN 
IS ALWAYS ONE OFTHE 
BIGGEST PROBLEMS 
USING A WIDER stance 
IS OFTEN ADVANCED AS 
A solution but I FEEL 
SUCH A MOVE AFFECTS 
MY STROKE MORE THAN 
NECESSARY.. 


WIND 



Instead isimply 

TURN THE TOtS 
OF MY FEET 
OUTWARDS THIS 
MINIMISES ANY 
CHANGETO MY 
PUTTINOACnON 


O 

O 























The victorious team with the Azian Shah Trophy 


Morale 

Booster 


I NDIA has recaptured some of 
its old glory by carving out 
cniphaiic wins to emerge 
champijins in the recently 
concluded Sultan Azian Shah 
hockey toumamcnl.il was a 
marvellous performance and India 
maintained a clean slate to achieve 
the distinction of being the only 
unbeaten team in the 
toumament.lt was definitely a 
morale booster for Indian hockey. 

If they can keep up the same 
tempo, then we do stand a good 
chance of getting back to the 
pinnacle of hockey. 

WAZINASEEM. 

Qatar. 

I T was a fine performance by 
India in the Azian Shah Cup in 
Ipoh. But we Indians have this 
habit of sitting back and resting on 
our past glory. As a result we have, 
time and again, tumbled down 
from the pinnacle of success. 

This performance was a 
creditable one, but then we should 
not forget that there were a lot of 
top teams missing like Holland, 


Britain and Australia. If India 
wants to win against them, then we 
should give it all we’ve got, by 
maintaining the same winning 
combination and relegating 
politics to the back seat. 
DEBASHISH MAJVMDAR, 
Calcutta. 


W HAT a superb win India came 
out with in Ipoh. Full praise 
should also go U) the coach 
Balklshen Singh who knit together, 
a team that could take on the 
opposition. Before this 
tournament the morale of hockey 
players was very low but now it's 
back on top. Congratulations to 
Pargat and Co. Keep up the good 
Job. 

S.HUSSAIN. 

Dlbrugarh. 

Victorious knights? 

I N about five months we have to 
meet the rest of the cricketing 
world in the World Cup and from 


A Correction 


there on It's going to be a tiring 
schedule. Our batting line up is 
impressive but the bowling needs 
to be infused with some new blood. 
If Sachin and Manjrekar can find 
their old form we stand a good 
chance of doing well during the 
tournament. 

Here's hoping that we 
Indians get to see some more 
victories in India’s favour. 

Best wishes to Azhar and his men. 
SUMA VERMA. 

New Delhi. 


Fabulous 


T he interview that Gautam 
Bhattacharya did with Peter 
Graf during Wimbledon was good. 
One could not help but feel sorry 
for the German tennis stars and as 
Peter Graf stated, the German 
ITess was always against him and 
Steffi. This Interview threw a lot of 
light on the pressures that are put 
on the players and their parents by 
the press. The hostility of the press 
has also resulted in a marked 
decline in the performance of these 
players. 

Thanks once again. Keep up the 
goodjob. 

SUBRATSAMAL. 

Burla. 


Champion Material I 


1 

T he interview with Arantxa 
Sanchez was very interesting 
and once again Gautam t 

Bhattacharya has done a ! 

wonderful job. Sanchez Is now the 
player to watch out for and in the 
next couple of years she Is sure to 
make the top rungs of the game. 

In the same issue one read about 
the effect of drugs and how It 
ruined the career of another great 
sportsman. Lyle Alzado. The new 
generation of sportsmen could 
learn a lot from these examples. 
ARSHAD. 

Assam. 



















ANALYSIS 


PRE-OLYMPIC SOCCER 


The Gelei Ga 


SUBHASH SARCAR; writing from Hyderabad, analyses the reasons behind 


amount of money spent by AIFF on the Hungarian coach Josef Gelei... 



O NCE again one 
is compelled to 
narrate the 
woeful tale of 
Indian soccer. And. 
presumably every Tom, 
Dick and Harry in the 
soccer administration 
would now search for a 
scapegoat for India’s 
shabby debacle in the 
recent pre-Olympic 
Aslan Group B 
loumament at 
Hyderbad’s Lai Bahadur 
stadium. 

redictably that 
scapegoat is going io be 
Josef Gelei, who was 
supposed to find the 
panacea for all ills in 
Indian soccer. The man, 
who, in spite of his 


While all the four 
nations ¥4)ich 
came here had 
International 
exposure, india’s 
balance ^leet 
was pathetlciilY/ 
poor.^ 


sincere efforts, failed in 
his mission. 

The task'he had—^to 
revive' soccer in 
India—^was certainly 
difficult. But he tried 
hard despite certain 
obstacles'. The only 
problem was that the 
boys he handled weren't 
the best to represent the 
country. Manyjn football 
circles claim that he was 
misguided. He loo had 
realised that his 
assignment wasn’t going 
to be smooth. 

Josel Gelei came to 
India with the same 
professional attitude as 
most other coaches in 
Europe. But his first 
experience was the 
Nehru Gold Cup at 
Thin wananthapuram 
early this year. Where 
India, apart from the 
only redeeming feature 
of defeating a junior 
national Zambian side, 
displayed their familiar 
sorry^ight in the 
inteniational 
arena—defeat after 
defeat, like the previous 
years. 

Gelei thought that his 
days were numbered 
after the Nehru Gold 
Cup—he still had about 
three months left for his 
contract with the 
federation. A renewal of 
the contract seemed 
doubtful, as he knew if 

The Lebanon citadel 
under attack by Omah 













mbit Fails 

idia’s complete discomfiture in the tournament, despite the enormous 













;i^tydcasitioit 
^jilbillicrcoaditsiii 
^'Europe. But Nb 
fBstexperitri^ 
iwisthcNct^ ■ 
i ^QoldCupat ^ 

I TMnivananthapur 
am, where India 
dl^iayed their 
fanriliartony 
B^S^tindie 
tn^tmalibhirt 
aim«^.d#Mt 
d^def^t^ 


any coach failed in his 
mission in Europe or in 
any other country, he 
would have got the sack. 

But not here in India. 
And the AIFF, with the 
usual nonchalant 
attitude, retained Gelei. 
Now a bigger challenge 
lay ahead for the 
technical director. But 
the Nehru Cup del)acle 
did bog him down to a 
certain extent, though 
he didn’t show it. 

The biggest challenge 
Gelei faced now was to 
see that India qualified in 
the under-23 
pre-Olyrnpics at 
Hyder^ad. Which was. 
perhaps, the weakest 
Asian Group. 
Unfortunately, he made 
a mess of things. He was 
loo lenient, he couldn't 
bring out the best In the 
players—and his regular 
experiments with the 
team was undoubtedly a 
huge blunder. 

But then why blame 
Gelei alone for all the Ills? 
He wanted the team to 
get some international 
exposure, but nothing 
worked out properly. 

This national side wasn't 


the best. There were far 
better players who were 
ignored. 

The national side 
played against Nepal and 
barely managed to win 
one match and draw the 
other and prior to the 
pre-Olympics. Gclei's 
team played an IFAXI 
and struggled to win by a 
solifaiy'last minute goal. 
His team also lost to a 
Hyderabad XI (during 
the match Gelei made 
riine changes). So one 
can understand what 
was expected of India in 
the presligiou.s 
tournament at the 400 
year-old city of 


Hyderabad. 

While all the four 
nations which came here 
had international 
expo.sure. India's 
balance sheet was 
pathetically poor. And 
when India drew with 
Oman it looked as 
though she actually won 
the tournament—the 
players as well as the 
federation officials went 
wild with joy. li looked 
ludicrous. 


JhantuDey(IS) in a 
midfield action in India’s 
opening tie against 
Oman 


The euphoria, 
however, proved 
shortlived. 

Ixjbanon. which was 
considered the weakest 
in the group, gave India a 
debilitating blow. It was 
in this match that Gelei's 
calculations went 
wrong. He played the 
4-2-4 fomiation, which 
nowadays is considered 


Final stancllngs 

M W L O F A m 
Kuwait 4 3 • 1 « r 7 

Syrtt 4 2 4 3 3 11 

Oman 4 1 1 2 2 2 4 

lebaiwtn .413443 . 2 
tiitUa 4 4 3 ,1 3 7 3. 


mm 


cj' ft 





X ' ''.i 

' I 





■■ :''r 


'•.••’.’■'li x*-' 1 









'nl -‘f-.y ■ 'I 











. Th 0 lubilant Kuwaitis in 
tha dreasing room after 
beating Lebanon. This 
enabled them to lead the 
league table over Syria 

obsolete. Even the 
Calcutta teams don't 
play this system. 

Gelel’s 'vdntage' 
formula saw the Indian 
midfeld suffer 
considerably. There was 
no blocking in the \ital 
defence. What Gelei 
actually sought to 
achieve was never clear 
In his strategy. 

Gelel's positioning of 
players also came in for a 
lot of criticism. Take 



iN 






1 


Aloke Das. for example. 

He is a regular sweeper, 
but Gelei played Jacinto 
D'Silva in that spot, and 
when things proved too j 
tough for him he asked 
Aloke to take over. 

The other major 
blunder Gelei made was 
playing Murshed Ali as a 
lefl back when he was 
expected to score goals. 
Ali. as we all know, has 
been gel ting goals for 
Mohammedan Sporting 
in theGalcutia league. 
Moreover, the Indian 
attac’k definitely lacked 
sharpness. Poor 
finishing left a lot to be 
desired. What was the 
point then of going 
through six months of 
training together? Why 
t his tamasha at all? 

Wliy was Pabltra Kar, a 
sturdy and diligent 
attacker, left in the cold? 
Wiiy was the skilful 
Tauseef Jamal ignored? 
Both these players 
would have certainly 
done a better job upfront, 
had they been Included 
in the Indian squad. 

Grapevine has it that 
Gelel’s assistant coach 
Amzad Khan had a hand 
in sidelining the Bengal 
players. Surely, there are 
many better coaches 


faced iMK tom* 
that India 
<^i^ifiedin'llic 
under 

pre-0lvni|^lil: 


Unfortuikat^ 
Geldinadci* ; : 
messofthinaft. 
He was too 
lehien^he 
cotfldntorli^ 
outttiebeslln 
theplayeiit 


than Kheui in India, who 
could have done a better 
job?Mohammad Habib 
haci assisted Gelei 
during the 

Thlruvananl hapuram 
Nehru Cup. It seemed 
Habib did not get along 
we 11 with Gelei. 

'The biggest problem 
with Gelei is he never 
listens to good advice. 
Prior to the preparations 
of the pre-Olympics. 
Habib had suggested 
Gelei that the team 
should have more 
Bengal players as they 
are more accustomed to 








i^wast^tbitra 
Kadr^astiif^lmfl 
; dltis^ Attacker, 
ki^.told? 
wasthc 
ikniitlTaufeAf 
^iamal isttored? 
flaththesk 
player$¥foijld 
lunre certainly 
done a better job 
upfront ••• 
Grapevine has it 
that Gelei’s 
assistant coach 
Amzad Khan had 
a hand in 
sidelinins the 
Bcnisal flayers *•« ' 


wet ground conditions. 
The suggestions were 
Ignored. 


I NDIA put up their best 
performance against 
Syria, who had enough 
international exposure 
and had fared well in the 
World Youth Soccer at 
Lisbon. Gelei was happy 
because Syria obtained 
the mat ch-winner eight 
minutes before the end. 
But. in this match, he 
made six ('hanges which, 
perhaps, had bec-ome a 
nomial practice for him. 


Well, Gelei had a . 
Herculean task to get the 
best potential from such 
avast country. But then 
what has he been doing 
for the last one and a half 
years? 

There are many good 
players, but 1 wouldn't 
like to disclose their 
names. It would be quite 
embarrassing for me." 
Indian captain Bruno 
Cotlnho said when he 
was questioned whether 
this was the best team 
(after India's defeat 
against Lebanon!. 


So what did Gelei 
actually do for the 
improvement of Indian 
soccer? Can he claim to 
have chosen the 70-80 
players himself? The 
truth is the entire 
business of selection was 
so disorganised that 
even some small-time 
Journalists' suggestions 
had been accepted and 
followed up seriously. 

Of course. Gelei 
himself faced a lot of 
problems, so Inherent in 
the chaotic soccer 
infrastructure of this 
country. ForinsUmce, 



•0 








the federation did 
not bother to listen to his 
suggestions. While he 
wanted his players for an 
uninterrupted 
six-month-long 
coaching camp, the 
federation could not 
arrange what he asked 
for, simply because the 
big clubs wanted some of 
their players to be 
released for either the 

India and Syria teams 
photographed before the 

match which the hosts 
lost via a Assaf Khallfeh 
goal 
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Once again one is 
compelleclto 
nan'^tethe 
woeful taleof 
Indian soccer* 
And, presumably, 
every Tom, Dick 
and Hany inttie 
soccer 

admkiisuatlon 

would now seardi 

fore scapegoat 

for India’s shabby 

ddbadein 

Hyderab«i..And 

precfictabhr 

enoughs, met 

seapii^oitis 

goHigtD^eiosef 

Getd^whowes 


diepanacea^ 

aHitoiniiicHm 


Md. Yousuf looking down 
and out after conceding 
the only goal against 
Syria. India, however, did 
put up a fine show 
league, or the Santosh 
Trophy or the Federation 
Cup. With the frequent 
disruptions. Gelel 
thought, his plans could 
not be implemented 
hundred per cent. And. 
honestly, this is one area 
where the Hungarian 
coach cannot be blamed, 
at all. 

Gelel's contract 
expires in 1992. But will 
he remain till the 
under-21 Rajiv Gandhi 
tournament is staged 
In Calcutta? Since he’s 
always been 
j emphasising the 
importance of coaching 
juijior players Gelel may 
have already got the 
hint that he will be 
retained for coaching a 
young side. Rumour, 
however, has It that a 
non-resident Indian Is 
ready to bear the 
expenses for importing a 
new foreign coach. 
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Interesting snippets from the world media that we normally don't get to hear about 


iMOLYMMCtOFiaiftOR 


T he Olympic 

movement has 
managed, by 
rigorous and at 
times oppressive 
security, to avoid a 
repeat of the terrorism 
that led to the murder of 
Israeli athletes in 1972 
at Munich. There was 
grave concern over the 
possibility of North 
Korean terrorist attacks 
at the Seoul Games in 
’88. but the event passed 
peacefully. 

But once again this 
global problem has 
reared its ugly head. The 
president of the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), Juan 
Antonio Samaranch has 
expressed his concern 
over terrorism at the 
Barcelona Games next 
year. Addressing the 
28th general assembly of 
the Pan-American sports 
organisation. 

Samaranch said, in 



veiled anxiety, that 1992 
"will not be easy". 

Alarmed by the recent 
terrorist bombing in 
Bilbao, he emphasised 
that safety was "one of 
the great many problems 
facing the Barcelona 
organising committee." 
Samaranch said that the 
problem would be 



magnified by the 
expected entry of more 
than 160 countries for 
the Barcelona Olympics. 


WIU IT BE A GOLD? 


F or tba first time 
in Olympic history 
professional 
basketballers are 
allowed to 
participate in the 
Barcelona Olympics. 
Inmost Eastern-bloc 
countries where pros 
have been playing in 
the Olympics for 
years, the ruling 
won't mean much, but 
for the Americana it 
is a different story. 

Instead of having to 
rely on college 
players—who got only 
a bronze medal in 
' 88—the Amerlcams 
can now shop for 
National Basketball 
Association 
superstars. 

So whan Sportm 
Xilustratadput the 
Olympic dream 
basketball team on 


Baauty and sprint 
quean, Lydia de Vega 
is back 


its cover—featuring 
Michael Jordan, Magic 
Johnson, Patrick 
Ewing, Karl Malone, 
Charles Barkley, and 
others—winning a 
gold medal at 
Barcelona seemed a 
delicious prospect. 

But this dream was 
recently shattered 
when Michael Jordan, 
who had won a gold in 
' 84, while at the 
University of North 
Carolina, said he 
won' t be on the team. 
The-reason cited by 
him between rounds of 
an amateur golf 
tournament were, "I 
don' t mind giving the 
other guys an 
opportunity.“ 

While this has 
disappointed most 
basketball fans, they 
have been assured in 
Magic Johnson, "I'll 
be playing in the 
Olympics as long as I 
don' t get cut I " 

So gold it might be, 
with or without 
Michael Jordan. 


ANOTHER COMEBACK 


W HILE P.T. Ushahas 
packed up her bags 
and said farewell to 
athletics, her arch rival 
Lydia de "Vega is back. 

Yes, another comeback 
story. 

There is a surprising 
similarity in the stories of 
both these leading 
athletes from Asia. 

Both of them retired. 

Got married, Lydia de 
Vega three years ago and 
P.T. Usha a few months 
ago. The only difference is 
that de Vega has a 
two-year-old daughter, 
Stephanie. 

Sick and tired of 
domestic work,de Vega 
wants to regain her 
blazing form for the 
Manila South East Asian 











Games in November this 
year. "Now my days begin 
and end with running. I 
have to work harder 5ian 
before", she said. 

She has already clocked 
11.5 sec in the 100 m. The 
Asian mark of 11.22 sec 
set 21 years ago by Chi 
Cheng of Taiwan seems 
beatable. She is confident 
of achieving this feat, ”I 
should run like a perfect 
machine. Once my form 
and .stride turn out okay, 
my timings will also be 
okay." 

Training under Soviet 
coach, Yuri Popov she only 
has one problem: her 
weight. Although she has 
worked off a lot, she still 
has a long way to go. 



O.M. Nambiar wants 
an answer to his 
prayers 


Commenting on her 
comeback, de Vega said, "I 
can’t, just hang up my 
spikes and look at them 
forever. I had to come back 
for my last chance." 

HOPIHO FOB A MIRACLE 

IVBXzat happened to 

ww O.H. Nambiar 
aftarP.T. Uabagvit 
atblatica?Ha faded 
out with the 'Oolden 
airl' and spent bis 
days praying. Well, 
pray be did, 
because be is 
back—maybe by tbe 
grace of Ood and tbe 
longhours be spent 
praying fora 
miracla—makiag tall 


claims. 

He baa taken under 
bis wings a tall, 
18-year-old girl 
Beana Augustine, from 
Cannonore wbo 
according tobim is 
going to be a winner in 
four or five years. 
Tbabadnews is that 
nobody baa beard of 
this girl and neither 
is sbe too hot in 
sprinting. 


A ustralian 

tearaway squash 
player. Tristan 
Narcarrow, is in trouble 
once again. Much as we 
hate to sound like a 
stuck record. Narcarrow 
has been banned for six 
months with effect from 
September 8 and fined 
£500 for his outburst 
during the World Open. 

The International 
Squash Players’ 
Association (ISPA). 
headed by fellow 
Australian Chris 
Dittmar, decided that he 
had breached the code of 
conduct three times 
during his second round 
match against Anthony 
Hill. 

He has been charged 
with racket abuse, 
verbal abuse and 
aggrevated behaviour on 
court; the second time 
his violent temper has 
got the better of him. His 
earlier altercation 
resulted In a 
three-month ban in "89 
after the British and 
Monaco Open. 

But this has not 
affected his behaviour 
and in his match against 
Jahangir Khan (vdilch 
he lost) in the Australian 
Open at Melbourne he 
firequently questioned 
the referee John , 
Morllne ’9 declatqh. # 
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CALCUHA 



Telegraph Schools’ 
Chess 


T he fourth edition of The 
Telegraph Schools’ Chess, 
organised ty Alekhine Chess Club, 
was conducted at Gorlqf Sadan 
recently. This year, the meet, 
which is normally held during the 
summer vacations, had to be 
postponed because of the elections. 

That must have affected 
participation as outstation players 
could not afford to miss school. 
Still, 206 players, with 16 girls 
among them, arrived to stake claim 
to The Telegraph Trophy. 

There is an upper limit of 16 
years, but no lower limit. The 
youngest participant was Kapil 
Seth, aged four, and there were 
several five and six-year-olds, 
including Arljit Shaw (5). and 
National Under-8 champion, 
Ananya Sarkar (6). of Jamshedpur. 

There were, in fact, several 
current national players in 
action, including world number 
three, Suiyasekhar Ganguly (8) 
and international, Dlpanjan Das 
(11). both of whom had come to 
prominence in earlier editions of 
this meet. National Under-16 
champ, Shanker Roy could not 
play as he was already committed 
to play in the World Sub-Junior 
meet at Brazil. 

The top seed. Anlek Paul had a 
lacklustre performance, losing two 
games to Roktlm Bandopadhyay 
and Suvrajlt Saha. Second seeded 
Suvrajlt (Hare School) turned In an 
outstanding performance to clinch 
the championship. 

Suvrajlt scored ten straight wins 
before being held to a draw in the 
last round by Suiyasekhar. He and 
Suiya. were the only players to go 
through the meet undefeated. 
Surya also managed to share the 
fourth place despite forfeiting his 
first two rounds. 

The real find of the tournament 
was Roktlm Bandopadhyay (Patha 
Bhaban) who played really good 
chess throughout to take the 
second spot. Roktlm could easily 
have been clJiami^n If he had 
converted a't^ar advantage in his 


Suvrajlt Saha (right) was the 
champion In the Telegraph 

Schools’ Chess championship. 

Here he is playing child prodigy, 
Suryasekhar Ganguly 

game against Suvrajlt into a full 
point. A time-pressure error ruined 
his chances. 

Others who caught the eye were 
seven-year-old Saptarshi Roy 
Choudhury, Swatee Das and Swatl 
Mohota. All three have a great deal 
of promise and could go far with the 
right training and guidance. The 
Banlk brothers, Somnath and 
Biswanath, and Jaydev Saha also 
Impressed. 

The major difference between a 
junior meet and a pro tournament 
is the extremely a^esslve 
attitude most school children 
have. At this event, p>eace treaties 
were few and far between, with over 
90% of the games ending In a 
decision. 

In general, the play was of a veiy 
high standard underlining West 
Bengal's dominance of the national 
Junior chess scene. However, both 
the outstation players, Ananya 
Sarkar and Prasanjlt Dutta 
(Agartala) proved capable of 
holding their own. 

The event lasted nine days and 
the prize distribution was followed 
by a cartoon feature film which was 
greatly appreciated by the youthful 
participants. All in all, the 
tournament was run veiy 


smoothly by the four arbiters. K.B. 
Sengupta. P. Chakraborty, A. Bose 
and R.C. Chatteijee. helped along 
by an able lot of volunteers. 

Dsvangslui Diitta 


CAB Elutions 


H istory was made when for 
the first time, a first-class 
cricketer contested the CAB 
elections. SujanMukheijee, who 
has played at least 20 Ranjl 
matches for Bengal in the early 
80s. contested for the joint 
secretaries posts in the association. 

Most local cricketers had 
apparently supported Mr 
Mukheijee's standing In the polls. 
Also, quite a few current Ranjl 
Trophy players had campaigned 
for Mr Mukheijee. But at the end of 
It. all went down the drain, as the 
cricketer was drubbed In the 
one-sided elections. Gautam 
Dasgupta and Prasanta Gayen 
retained their posts as the joint 
secretaries of the association, 
mustering nearly 82 and 77 per 
cent of the votes. Mr Mukheijee 
managed just 19 percent and 
"promised to fight It out next year." 

The victoiy of Gayen and 
Dasgupta was looked upon as the 
triumph of the Jagmohan Dalmlya 
lobby, that generally looms over 
the CAB. Mr Dalmlya has sdways 
had a say In CAB's affairs and 








whatever element of opposition he 
could have faced. If Mr Mukheijee 
had entered the CAB's 
administration, was erased at least 
for this year. 

Mr Dalmiya retained his position 
as the CAB’s executive president 
unopposed and so did the 
treasurer, MrSudhlrChakraborty. 
The new vice-presidents’are Anath 
Dutta, Rathln Bose and 
Naranarayan Chatteijee, a former 
secretary of the Association. 

For the llrst time, the chairman’s 
post in the association will remain 
vacant. after Mr Blswanath Dutt, 
the ex-Board of Control for India 
(BCCI) president, resigned, 
apparently for "problems" Inside 
the CAB: there was no valid 
nomination for filling up the post 
this time. 

SoumHniBoM 


GUWAHATI 


Prize Money 
BMitiititon 


A MEDIOCRE standard, a one 
sided domination and some 
listless play were on display at the 
finals of the All India InWtatlonal 
(prize money) Badminton 



•Carritt Moran ware the wiitnara of the Merchanta* Cup awhim!^ 
competition. Seen in picture: (From left): Anil Shukla,Nandlta.O‘Brlert, 
Ravi Kldwal and William Qeoit^ 


tournament which concluded 
here at the ABITA and Kanaklata 
Indoor stadiums. 

This prestigious tournament 
organised by the Guwahatl 
Badminton Club and the first of Its 
kind in the entire N.E. Region, 
offered a total prize money of Rs 
one lakh. All the top badminton 
players, with the exception of Rajiv 
Bagga, took part in It. But their 
female counterparts seemed to be 
less Interested as Madhumlta 
Blsht and Seema Bhandarl 
preferred to keep themselves away. 

■ The first final was the men's 
singles between second-seeded 
Praveen Kumar and 
fourth-seeded, Deepankar 
Bhattacharya. 

The first game between Praveen 
and Deepankar was a neck to neck 
affair. Although Deepankar could 
not resort fully to his aggressive 
style of play, still his good court 
coverage and i>owerpsu:ked 



I smashes were enough to upset the 
I rh 3 fthmofPraveen. His cool 
approach and better fitness were 
also to his advantage. However, 
Praveen fought bravely but his 
repertoire of strokes for which he Is 
known, was more or less 
non-existent, except for the 
occasional good drop shot. The 
game was locked at 13-8dl. Till then 
Praveen was fighting equally. But 
signs of exhaustion was visible and 
thereafter Deepankar never looked 
back and took the next five points 
In a row and won the first game at 
18-13. In the second game, 
Deepankar took an early and easy 
lead of 7-1 when a visibly 
exhausted Praveen conceded the 
game and the match making 
Deepankar richer by Rs 10,000/ -. 

After the match. Praveen 
assigned excessive heat and 
suffocation as the reason for his 
retirement from the match. A 
muw:le cramp and a stiff fight with 

















Bhushan in the ^eniis also told ' 
heavily on Praveen. 

In the women.’s final*, Nancy 
Keith„the retgntog^opaeed ^xnaniig^; 
the Ju^UprS/ fac<^ Firixk ^iUwala 
and txefore anybody could 
concentrate on the^gaime, Nancy 
w(ai the match 11 -5.11 -1. She 
pocketed lU, 6,000 while Firoza got 
Rs. 4.600. 

The match presented a very poor 
.and soiTow edition of badminton 
and sometimes it was hard to 
believe that Firoza could not even 
reach the shuttle falllngjust two or 
three feet away from her. 

The next match was the men's 
doubles final between the pairs of 
llday Pawar-Vinod .Kumar and 
Leroy D'Sa- Bhushan Akut. The 
short and stocky Uday played from 
the front court and allowed Vinod 
to smash happily from the baPk 
court. Ultimately a more combined 
and calculated play of Uday and 
Vinod got the better of l^eroy and 
Bhushan at 15-8, 15-7. The winner 
pocketed Ks. 9,000. 

The last match i.e. the mixed 
doubles final between the local pair 
ofMallika Barua and Sushanta 
Bora and t he pair of Silkant Bakshi 
and Anjall Parwar provided some 
thrilling moments. 

The local pair won the match 
15-6. 15-4 and won Rs. 5.500. 
However, the present form of 
Sushanta. one time top seed of 
India, gave an Indication that he is 
yet to recover from his fitness 
problems resulting from a painful 
ankle. 

The final matches were played on 
Hova courts with Yonex shuttles. 

Mr Indra Gogol. Sports Minister 
of Assam and Smt. Hemaprabha 
Saikia. wife of Assam Chief 
Minister Mr Hiteswar Saikia. gave 
away the prizes. 

Sanknr Miju'ndar 
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State Throwball 
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OOGHLY district anH 
Kidderpore Milan Sangha won 
the men's and women's titles, 
respectively, in the State Throwball 
super league championship. In the 


Hooghly District were the 
winners of the State Throwbaii 
championships 

men's final. Hooghly defeated 
Ashok Sangha 16-14.3-14 and 
14-7, while Kidderpore got the 
better ofNorth Calcutta District 
14-4 and 14-11. All the matches 
were played at the Kidderpore 
Kabttirtha Park. 

Among the better players of the 
championship were M. Das and 
Arabinda Saha of Hooghly. In the 
women's section. Ruma Dey of 
Kidderpore Milan Sangha. B. Dey 
andArundhuti Dey ofNorth 
Calcutta came out with splendid 
perfonnances. 

SeumItraBoM 


Jlnter-CoD#®^ 
Table Tei^s . 
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H ERAMBA CHANDRA and 
Bantra P.L. Siksha Nlketan 
finished best in the men's and 
women's sections of the 
Inter-College Table Tennis 
championships organised by the 
Calcutta University Institute at its 
premises. 

Heramba Chandra, riding on 
some splendid play from their 
senior Bengal player Aijun Datta, 
swept aside Narasimha Dutta 
College, with the scorellne reading 
three matches to nil. Heramba had 


earlier crushed Siliguri by an 
identical margin in the semi-finals. 

In the women's final, Bantra put 
it across Chandanagore College 
3 -1. The members of the winning 
side Included Madhuri Bhadra. 
Chandrani Ganguly and Shobana 
Bhadra. 

However, there was some 
consolation for Chandanagore 
when their star player Chat tali Das 
defeated Madhuri of Bantra 
College for the individual honours. 
The former Bengal player, Chaltall. 
prevailed over Madhuri 21-14. 
21-16and21-12. 

The men’s singles final was an 
all-Hcramba affair. But it was not a 
one-sided affair as many thought It 
would be. Aijun was stretched to 
four games and he defeated his 
teammate Ranjan Chakraborty 
21-17. 14-21,21-18and2M2. 

There was a third crown for 
Arjun when he teamed up with 
Ranjan to defeat Anlruddha Moitra 

and Kunai Bose In the doubles 
final. The doubles also went the full 
distance and the Aijun-Ranjan 
duowon21-14, 19-21 and21-14. 

Earlier in the men's team final. 
Aijun gave Heramba Chandra a 
flying startwlth a 21-15.21-6 win 
. overD. Dey Das of Narasimha 
Dutta College. Ranjan doubled the 
lead with a 21-9.21-16wlnoverS. 
Bhattacharyaand the rout was 
complete when Ranjan and T. 
Menon teamed up to beat D. Das 












and D. Gor^ 21-14.21-18 In the 
doubles. . 




R ailway FOOTBALL CLUB 

(RFC) will be back in the 
ten-team Super Division of the 
Calcutta Football League from the 
coming football season. RFC. who 
were surprisingly relegated to the 
first division Group A from the 
premier division last season, 
ensured that this ignominy lasted 
just one season. RFC clinched the 
group A championship with a 
one-goal win over Aryan the other 
day. 

The comeback of RFC in the elite 
division from next season only 
means an extra bogey side for East 
Bengal. Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan Sporting. RFC have 
consistently been a buffer side 
during their tenure at the Super 
Division two seasons back. 

RFC’s Prtyagopal Goswami. the 
controversial striker who created a 
storm by donning Bengal colours 
in the Santosh Trophy last year, 
was particularly in good form this 
season. 

Meanwhile. Albert Sporting have 
made It to the first di\dsion from the 
second division.The issue was 
settled when Albert scored a 2-1 
win over Subhasdwlp in a second 
division clash. Albert, aside. 
Kalighat Milan Sangha will be the 
ot her team to enter the first 
division Group B from the second 
division. 

Jadavpur and Anushilani will 
move down to the third division 
from the second division. 


MEERUT 
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A MBIKA RADHIKAof the 

Railways and Chetan Baboor 
of the Indian Airlines claimed the 
women's and men’s title in the lOth 
electra Gold Cup Table Tennis 
tournament held here recently. 



Chetan Baboor was the men’s 
singles winner of the Electra 
Gold CupTT 

In the women’s final. Radhika 
played Archana Rao. last year's 
winner. She began poorly, losing 
the first two games, at 17-21. 

21 -23. but then she rallied to win 
the next three. 21-17.21-11. 

21-19. to lift the title. 

In the men's final. Chetan 
Baboor proved too strong for Bona 
ThomasJohn2M4.21-19.21-9 
and the match finished in less than 
half an hour. 

Earlier, in the men’s semi-finals. 
Baboor beat S. Sriram while Bona 
Thomas beat former national 
champion. Manmeet Singh; in the 
women's semi-finals, Radhika 
beat Sejal Shah while Archana 
defeated Montu Ghosh. 

V.Mvs^va 
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K AILASH GATTANl’S fifth 
successiv e tour of 
England—after compiling together 
a team of talented young 
cricketers—^w'as largely a 
successful one. It was also a tough 
tour mainly in terms of opposition 
and the standard of cricket in 


general. 

The campaign by itself threw up 
some interesting prospects for the 
future of Indian cricket. There were 
a lot of inspired perforniancs by 
youngsters who till then did not 
hav'c any international exposure as 
such. And when they faced their 
-British counterparts, they were not 
overawed by the occasion. There 
were a number oi ('onsislent 
displays and topping the overall 
scores was Bcjigal’s Sourav 
Ganguly who aggregated 552 runs 
from 13 innings, with an average of 
55.20. 

Souray’s most noteworthy 
contribution was a masterly 
Innings of 106 when the Indian 
Juniors played the Gang ol Four at 
Sutton. Another bright prospect 
from Bengal was Gautam Dutta. A 
medium pacer. Gautarn was 
among wickets in all the matches. 
His best figures were a haul of 6 for 
16 versus a Under-23 Scottish side 
in Glasgow. 

Tfie performances of t wo ol her 
youngsters, namely. R. Pande 
(Pune) and N. Shetty (Bombay) 
were more than encouraging. 

The Indian side played a total of 
27 matches. They won 16. lost five, 
drew three and as many were 
washed out. The lour was ably 
supported by a host of sponsors 
and well wishers. 

ACofroapomlont 










SPORTSWEEK 


This week in the history of sport 


O N AUe 91,1978 India 
cnierj^ed 

champions in the 
International Karate 
Competition held in 
Madras by defeating 
Slngapon* 2-1. 

F loyd patiekson 

kncH-ked out Olynipie 
heavyweight boxing 
champion Pete 
Rad«'niaeher in round 
six at Sick's Stadium. 


Washington, before 
16.691 spectators who 
had paid $234,030. on 

Aug. 92,1957. 


O N AUG 93,1939, 

auto-raeer John 
C-obb established a new 
world record 01368.8.6 
mph at Bomieville. Salt 
Flats. USA. in his car 
Railton. with a 2500 bhp 
engine. 


A DAM 

/\kHUSENSTERN. the 
first Ru.ssian tt) 
etreumnavigate the 
earth, died on Aug 24, 

1846. 

E dmund HiLij\KY 
started his famous 
Ocean to-sky' 
expedition to the 
Himalayas up the 
river Ganges in jet-boats, 
on Aug 95,1977. 


C YCLlSr Robert 
Wallhour.set a new 
world record by 
pedalling 1 miie in 1 min. 
37.4 sec. at Madison 
Square Garden. New 
York, on Aug 26,1901. 

O N AUG 97,1960 

Indian hockey team 
defeated Denmark in 
Fool-A of the Olympic 
Games. Rome. 

A.R. Sharif 


MILESTONES 







TO PLAY: India four hockey Test matches In 
Australia in October. This is in preperation for the 
Olympic qualifying tournameni in Auckland. 
PROBABLE: That India mighi host the Olympic 
C(nmcil of Asia's (OCA) Gc'i leral Assembly to elect 
the new OCA President. This offer was made by the 
General Secretary of India. C.L. Mehta on his visit 
to Hiroshima. 

SUSPENDED: Sanjay .Sharma for two years by the 
Badminton Association of India. This is the third 
supension in his career. 

WON: By Kevin Schwantz ol the U.S.A. the British 
Grand Prix. He defeated reigning 
champion Wayne Rainey. 'Hiis was Schwantz's 
third successwe British Grand Prix win. 

REJECTED: By the Indian Government the proposal 
to let a women's hockey team go to Auckland for the 
Olympic qualifying tournament. 

WON: By Chris Dittmar of Australia, the Australian 
Open squash championship. He defeated 
Jahangir Klian of Pakistan in the final. 
WITHDRAWN: By England their bid to host the 1998 
World Cup soccer championships. France now has 
the best chance to host the Cup. India is still in the 
running. 

WON: By Guy Forget the 1.3 million dollar ATP 
Tennis championships. He defeated Pete Sampras 
2-6. 7-6. (7-4). 6-4 In the final. 






Kevin Schwantz of the U.S leads, reigning world 
champion Wayne Rainey, in the 500 cc of the British 
Grand Prix at Donington. Schwantz went on to win 
the race for the third successive time 
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THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 



S TARTING this 
week we are 
going Into some 
self defence 
techniques that may 
prove useful even for the 
layman. 

If anyone grabs your 
collar with his right 
hand, don't panic and 
hold his right wrist with 
your right hand. Then, 
pul your left hand across 
his right forearm at a 
slight angle, pushing 
down at the elbow while 
pushing up with the 
right hand. This will 
force your a 11 acker to 
twist away, releasing 
your collar and 
eventually collap.sing in 
pain. 

Remember, these 
techniques are to be 
used only for self 
defence, performing it 
according to the severity 
of the situation. 

By Shivaii Ganguly 

Kyokuahinfcaifcsn Karata 

f'HOTOOHAl'MS RAMAN BHAl LA 




Stay calm when grabbed by the collar Hold his right wrist with your right hand 



Push down with the elbow while pushing up with the 
right hand 







QUIZ/CHESS/BRIOGE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Which cricketer of yesteryears IS 
the author of Eveiy^hing Under the 
Sun? 

2. Which county won the inaugural 
John Players League 
championship? 

3. Whom 1961 captained Australia 
only once while playing in 71st 
Test at Lord’s? 

ANSWERS 

1. J.B. Stollmeyer 

2. Lancashire. 

3. Neil Harvey. 

CHESS 

This week’s game fias an 
interesting history. At the Dubai 
Olympiad the Soviets were 
desperate to peg the English back. 
'SVhen the second seeded English 
met the 14th seeded Spaniards the 
Soviets helped out with opening 
ideas. The ploy worked and the 
English lost 3 1 /2 1 /a set t ing up an 
exciting last round where the 
Soviets Just edged in front to wlia 
the gold medal. 

White; Miles Vs Black: 

Fernandez Dubai ’86. 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 dS 4 N» Bg7 5 Qb3 
dc46Qxc40-07e4a6. 

The rare Hungarian Variation of 
the Gninfeld Defence. Kasparov 
had prepared this lor his world 
championship malches with 
Karpov. Here it brought the Soviets 
a useful point by proxy. 8 Qb3 c5 9 
dc5Nbd7 lOQM.More 
circumspect is 10 c6 bc6 returning 
the pawn immediately. 

10—Qc711 Bd3 Ng4!! A very deep 
move that bears the hallmark of 
the world champion. Not only does 
black have to work out that 12Nd5 
Nxe3 13 Nxc7 Nc2 14 Kd2 Nxb4 15 
Nxa8 Rd8! is extremely playable, 
he has to brace himself to 
surrender the B-g7 which is 
unusual. 

12 BgS as 13 Qc4 Bxc3l 14 Qxc3 NxcS 15 
Bc4? Abotil the only move is 15Be2 
looking for a mess after 15-Nxf2 
16Bh6! but black can also reply 15 
Be2 Qb6 keeping an edge. 

15-:b5l 16 BdS b417 Qc2 Ba6l If white 
takes the exchange then after 18 
Bxa8 Rxa8 19 0-0-0 Bd3! 20 Rxd3 


Nxd3 22Kxc2 Nd xf2 Kb 1 Qxc2 
black is winning. 18 Bc4 Ne619 BdS 
Qxc2 20 Bxc2 Nxg5 21 NxgS Rac8 22 Bb3 
NeS 23 Kd2 h6 24 Nh3 Rfd8 25Ke3 (See 
Diagram). Despite the exchange of 
queens black has a strong attack 
and he could force mate or decisive 
gain here. 

25—Rd3! Not wrong but 25—^a4! 
diverts the Bishop and after 
26Bxa4 Rd3 27 Kf4 g5 28 Kxe5 Rc5 
is checkmate. 

26 Kf4 g5 27 KxeS Rc5 28 BdS Kg7! 
Setting up the threat of 29-f6 and 
Bc8.29 Rhd116 30 Ke6 Rc7! 31 Bb7 Rxdl 
32 Rxdl Bb7 33 Rd4 33~Bc8 34 KdS eS! 
(0-1). Whcrev'cr the rook goes black 
has a fofk eg-35 Rc4 Be6 or 35 Rd3 
Rd7 36 Kc4 Ba6. 

Davangshu Datta 



the sl.\ties finished second while 
Prashanto Ghose and Deepak 
Majumdar were third. Today s 
hand is from last year's contest 
where this hand fetched the 
fifth-best spot in the Best Play 
awards:- 


NORTH (dummy) 
« J10 

* AJ10832 

* K108 

* 52 


WEST 
4 842 

* 954 

• Ag642 
4 . 94 


EAST 
4 K9853 
¥ KQ 
* J3 

4 QJ 106 


SOUTH 
4 AQ7 
¥ 76 
♦ Q75 
4 AK763 


SOUTH WEST NORTH 

1NT Pass 4 

4 ¥ Pass Pass 

‘trariSlerto¥S 


BRIDGE 

The Annual El^SON Worldwide 
Bridge Contest is one of the 
biggest, in terms of number of 
participants, of all single sporting 
events. This year about 90,000 
players in 95 countries 
participated in the event held in 
June. A Polish pair. Wieslaw 
Maczkowski and Miroslaw 
Kopowski, won with a score of 
79.58%. 

The highest Indian score of 
66.25% was achieved by two 
internationals in Calcutta, my 
ex-partners Govtnda Singha and 
Kamal Mukherjee. Second were 
Mithun Shah and B.S. Lekhatla of 
Ahmedabad and third Yvette 
Slngapurin and Prakash Dalvl of 
Bombay. In Calcutta Tapan 
Ghosh, my first tournament bridge 
partner, and Amit Blkram 
Dasgupta, a well-known hockey 
star of the Calcutta maldan during 


This was the auction at a club in 
a small city of Poland, the .same as 
it was at many tables around the 
world. South won the opening! lub 
lead and immediately took a losing 
finesse in hearts. Bac k came a 
second club. South winning and 
taking a second losing (ines.se in 
bumps. At this point it kxiks as 
though declarer still has no 
problem for he can win the ret uni. 
draw trumps, cash the spades with 
the aid of a finesse to ditch a losing 
diamond from dummy and simply 
drive out the diamond ace to set up 
a diamond winner. Indeed, at 
several tables all over world, the 
play followed a similar pattern and 
South duly emerged with ten 
tricks. At the table we are focussing 
on. however. East. Zajktewicz 
(don’t ask me how to pronounce 
found a brilliant return....the king 
of spades! Declarer won in hand, 
crossed over to dummy, drew 
trumps but no longer had a direct 
entiy to hand to cash the third 
spade. 

So. he tried a diamond to the 
queen which lost to the ace. Back 
came another diamond and South 
was faced with a cholcx:. Knowing 
that West had more diamonds 
than East, declarer went with the 
odds, finessing the ten to go down. 









I ’m not hiding my probiem with 
drugs, but it's not fair for 
someone who trips and faiis in 
the street to iay the biame on 
drugs or on what happened to 
Waradona. There is something 
deeper here than to have simpiy 
taken cocaine, there is 
something eise that's not caiied 
Maradona. This country iacks a 
drug cuiture and I’m having to 
pay for that and that’s not fair. 
DIEGO MARADONA, after his fall 
from grace, is a changed man 

T his is all new to me. In pro 
basketball, if my jump shot 
isn’t failing, I go to the lay-up. You 
can’t do that in golf, it’s different. 
Mentally you have to collect 
yourself in a hurry or you’ll get 
blown out of water. 

MICHAEL JORDAN after playing 
his first conipetitive round of golf 
against Phil Mickelson, the reigning 
U.S. Amateur champion. Jordan 
incidentally plans to make a career 
in golf after he gives up basketball. 


T MeiaomanypiayeraaMiti 
JUdvtaad. f am raferrhigto 
piayara Hke David Platt and Pwl 
Gascoigne. That aaddwis me.. R 
Is Htia me aignk^ fwa Miekey 
Moose record cmppany fust 
because they pay me so many 
flfsfid* 

Singfer ELTON JOHN after 
rejoining the English second 
division club Watford, bn English 
players joining foreign leagues for 
lucrative offeiB. 


T here is only one All. 

H breaks my heart to see 
him like this and I pray to God 
that they invent a cure for 
Parkinson’s. I want to see this 
kid the way he was, again, it 
breaks his heart too. But, his 
mind is still there; it just takes a 
little longer to bring it out. 
ANGELO DUNDEE. Muhammad 
Alt’s trainer and a legendary figure 
in boxing pays tribute to the 
greatest’. 
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[L«m Graf, wnNififl and ratoxtdattfMofMningemwnony.wm 
tha Indian In tira lra»#rouiHl, <Md iiol, h®ara»rar, htvawiwh • 

irapiw touirnmnant Dui^ Gannany’a aaeond naumi maWn, 
aha aggravid^ a tom tandon in har right ahotiidaf and wraa 
subaaqua^rapiairadbyWitnbladonJimiarehaflip^ ^ 
Barbara Wtiiiar. To Qrafa oraditahecaf lad tha team avary ^ 
fix>m har homa In Bruhl to wlah tham luck. Ah, without har whara 
eouldthaygo? 

Tha Prineaaa of Walaa haa ahvaya baan a great admirar of 
StaffI QraTa and at ona lunctura avan aalrad tha Gamian i^for 

aomatannia laaaona. So whan dia Prlnoaaa brauguratad tha 

Cup, tha firat paraon aha MMHirad to maat waa Graf, thair 
friandahlp apparwit In thair affactlonato graating. 




PERSONALITY 


FU MINGXIA 


FUGHT OF THE 


The pupil surpasses 
the master... 

Old Chinese saying 
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^1^ N JANUARY 
4. 1991. China won its 
first ever gold 
medal at the World 
Swimming 
Championships in 
Perth. Auslralia. 
Surprisingly, the 
honours were brought 
home by a tiny 
13-year-old waif who 
captured the women's 
platform diving title: 
little waif by the name of 
Fu Mingxla. 

Before leaving Beijing 
to cover t he World 
Championships, 1 
reinforced my opinion 
that Fu, who is seven 
years younger than her 
20-year-old teammate, 
Ku Yanmei, would put 
up a brilliant show at 
this high profile 
international 
tournament. There were 
reasons for this very 
biased stand, namely, 
the degree of difficulty in 
Fu's dives, which were 
higher than those of her 
fellow competitors. 
Coupled with her 
difficult routine was Fu’s 
four years of diving 
experience-initiated at 
a very young age—and a 
small and light 
frame—Fu stands at 1.48 
metres and weighs only 
41 kgs—which was well 
suited for executing a 
variety of high dives with 


somersaults and twists. 
Her child-like 
countenance masked 
nerves of steel and a 
hardcore competitor’s 
attitude, but in the end 
when she stood on the 
winner’s podium waving 
the bouquet of flowers, 
smiling innocently, she 
instantly won the hearts 
of the warm Aussies who 
had gathered there to 
applaud her. Frail and 
fragile as a little bird, Fu 
Mingxla came to be 
known as the ’Little 
Swallow’ by her 
teammates. 


F U MINGXIA was 
bom in a worker’s 
family in Wuhan. 
Hubei Province. Her 
initiation into diving 
started when she was 
Just eightyears old, 
courtesy, the induction 
into a sports school which 
is part of China’s 
stringent sports 
programme. Competing 
credibly and having won 
a number of titles in 
naUonsd tournaments, 

Fu made the national 
diving team in 1989. She 
made her international 
debut last year Iqr 
winning the 1990 US 
Open before bagging her 
first world title in the 


Goodwill Games in 
Seattle. So much when 
so young? Put it down to 
her natural talent and 
her painstaking effort 
and unflagging will 


joower. 

In April 1990. just 
prior to the Canadian 
International Diving 
Tournament. Fu 
suddenly developed high 
fever. Her coach Yu Feng, 
greatly concerned, asked 
her: "Mingxia, can you 
still compete having just 
recovered from fever?" 

’Yes," she whispered 
inafinnvoice. 

Not only did she 
compete, but she put up 








SWALLOW 


an inspired show in 
capturing the second 
place in the women's 
platform diving event. 

However, nurturing 
the talent in someone so 
young can have its share 
of problems. Fu Mlngxia, 
like any other competitor 
of her ilk, was exposed to 
the rough and tumble 
world of sport. where the 
strength in one’s mind 
can often be the sole 
motivating factor; often 



Her child'like countenance 
masked nerves of steei and a 
hardcore competitor’s attitude, 
but in the end when she 
stood on the winner’s podium 
she instantly won 
the hearts of the warm Aussies 


even surpassing talent. 
The sport of diving 
requires this in ample 
measure. 


In the preliminaries, 
Fu executed her dives 
well and finished in 
second place. In the 
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finals, however, she 
performed her second 
dive so poorly—a 103B 
with a 1.6 degree of 
difliculty—that she 
received 30.24 points. 
This effort plummettf d 
her from second to 
eighth place In the 
overall rankings. 

S uccess and 
failure; two things 
which every athlete 
experiences. Fu was 
obviously no exception to 
this rule. But as long as 
one possesses the 
courage to overcome 
difficulties, vlctoiy can 
be attained. 

When Fu made her 
third dive—a 5132I>-she 
received 49.14 points, 
the highest of the set. 
and this effort 
catapulted her back into 
second place, just two 
points behind the 
leader.. .teammate Xu 
Yamnel. It was then, as 
though suddenly, that 
the Little Swallow 
realised that she could 
fly higher than the 
others. Her next effort 
fetched her a 
title-winning 65.70 
points. 

Fu Mingxia was seen 
standing on the winner's 
podium, smiling 
bewltchingly and 
clutching possessively 
the gold medal that hung 
around her neck. 

The 'UtUe Swallow’ 
had realised that she 
could soar to new 
heights. 

MMMa 

CourtnyChhiB Spont 














































































